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IN  profecution  of  my  defign  of  giving  you  a  di-  LirrrFR 
ftrind  account  of  our  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  from  XXX I. 
the  firft  appearance  of  chriftianity  in  Scotland,  to 
the  prefent  time,  I  have  already  advanced  as  far 
as  the  beginning  of  that  confpicuous  aera,  which 
produced  a  furprizing  change  in  the  religious  fy- 
flem  of  Britain,  and  will  ever  be  didinguiflied  as 
one  of  the  mod  remarkable  periods  in  the  annak 
of  our  church.  We  have  fecn  how  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Reformation  was  going  on  in  Germany,  and 
what  fteps  the  Proteftants  there  had  taken  for  the 
lafcty  of  their  perfons,  and  the  free  eitrcife  of  their 
Vol.  IL  B  religiotij, 


_...., ^luciii  ror  tho  natioi 
confidcrcJ  by  the   reforming;  p:i 
vourabic  to    their  views.     The  1 
action,  fubfequent  to  thivS  unexf 
the  choice  of  a  Regent  or  Gover 
withflanding  the  intrigues  of  Care 
it  is  faid,  produced  a  forged  will  * 
in  his  own  favour,  fell  upon  Jamt 
of  Anan,  who  now,  upon  the  dea 
of  Albany  without  iffue,  was  after  t 
the  next  heir  to  the  crown,  being  tl 
filter  of  James  the   third.     This  ( 
Regency  gave  univerfal  fatisfaftioi 
nation,  except   to  the  Cardinal  and 
mong  the  clergy.     The  reft  were 
the  power  taken  out  of  the  Cardin; 
was  both  hated  and  feared  for  his  ] 
rity :  And  they  in  particular  who  ft 
pcarances  of  a  reformation  in  the  c\ 
cd  great  hopes  from  the  governor' 
nature,  and  the  figns  of  his  inclina 
For,  to  the  great  offence  of  the  clei 
his   family   twr.  ^»-- 
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in  Scotland,  and  it  is  faid,  had  iranllated  the  new  r^FTiT.R 
rei^ament  into  the  vulgar  tongue  :  The  other  had  XXXI, 
been  a  Dominican  too,  and  on  the  governor's  ap-  \^y^\J 
plication  had  got  permiflion  from  the  Cardinal  to 
leave  his  monauery  at  Stirling,  and  become  his 
Lordfhip's  chaplain.  Thefe  two  preachers  were 
not  only  encouraged  by  the  governor,  but  were 
iikeMfcife  countenanced  by  fuch  of  the  nobility  as 
had  been  carried  prifoners  to  London  after  the 
affair  of  Solway-mofs,  and  were  now  permitted  to 
come  home  on  their  parole.  Among  thefe  were 
the  Earls  of  Caililis  and  Glencairn,  the  Lords 
Maxwell  and  Gray,  befides  many  gentlemen  of 
inferior  note,  mod  of  whom,  by  their  acquaintance 
with  Archbifliop  Cranmer  and  other  Englifli  Bi- 
(hops,  had  imbibed  the  reforming  principles  of  that 
church,  and  now  brought  them  to  their  own  coun- 
try with  them.  The  King  of  England  too  hearing 
of  his  nephew's  death,  and  being  always  attentive 
to  the  interefts  of  his  own  kingdom,  had  formed 
in  his  mind  a  projeft  of  uniting  the  two  crowns  by 
a  marriage  between  his  fon  Edward  and  the  Scottilh 
Queen  Mary,  and  had  engaged  his  Scottiili  prifo- 
ners, whom  he  treated  with  great  kindnefs  for  that 
purpofe,  to  fupport  his  propofal  with  all  their  in- 
tiuence  on  their  return  home. 

All  the&  circumdances  bore  a  favourable  afpecl 
towards  a  regular  reformation  in  Scotland  on  the 
£nglifh  plan,  and  for  a  while  iome  proper  ufe  feems 
to  have  been  made  of  them.     For  how  foon  the  Ma-,  ts, 
Parliameot  met,  a    petition  was    prefented    by^*^*^'*^* 
Robert  Lord  Maxwell,  craving  ^'  that  it  may  be  Reith*f 
lawful  to  all  our  fovcreign  lady's  lieges  to  have  "*^'  ^'  ^^' 
the  holy  writ  of  the  old  and  new  te(tament  in 
the  vulgar  tongue,  in  Englifli  or  Scotch,  of  a 
good  and  true  tranflation,  without  incurring  any 
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**  contrary.*'     When   this  drauj: 
read,  Archbifhop  Dunbar  of  Gli 
cellor,  flood  up,  and  in  his  own 
name  of  all  the  prelates  of  the  r< 
the  three  eftates  of  Parliament,   '* 
to  Jtmpiiciterj   unto  the  time  t\ 
council  might  be  had  of  all  th 
kingdom,  to  advife  and  concluc 
necelTary  to  be  had  among  the  Q 
not,  and  thereafter  to  fhew  the 
*'  tion  that  (hall  be  made  in   tha 
"  thereupon  afked  inftruments/* 
ing  of  this  proteftation,  the  bill  w; 
on  the  nineteenth  of  March  proclan: 
made  at  the  market  crofs   of  Edinl 
governor's  order. 

This  was  gaining  one  confiden 
which  the  church  of  Rome  had  1( 
ftood  outagainft.  Yet  it  is  certai 
national  churches  for  many  hundre< 
the  fcriptures  in  their  own  vulgar  Ian 
tho*  the  Popes  in  the  Weft  ^-^'^   ^ 
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which  his  people  had  enjoyed^  for  more  than  two  letter 
hundred  years,  fays,  **  It  appears  that  God  defign-  XXXL 
*'  ed  the  fcripture  to  be  obfcure  in  feveral  places, 
"  left,  if  it  had  been  plain  to  all  the  world,  it 
*'  Ihould  grow  contemptible,  and  by  being  wrong 
"  interpreted  might  be  the  fource  of  error :  And 
"  it  is  no  excufe,  that  fome  holy  perfons  have  al- 
*^  lowed  what  the  people  demand  out  of  fimplici- 
"  ty,  fince  the  primitive  church  tolerated  many 
things  which  have  been  correfted  upon  ferious 
examination,  after  religion  was  better  eftablifhed 
"  and  further  extended :  For  which  reafon  we, 
"  by  the  authority  of  St.  Peter,  forbid  what  your 
fubje£ts  fo  imprudently  defire ;  and  we  order 
you  to  oppofe  this  their  foolifh  temerity  with 
all  your  force/'  Thefe  reafons  urged  by  this 
violent  Pope,  however  weak  and  inconclufive,  arc 
ftill  made  ufe  of  upon  this  fubjefl:  by  the  Roma- 
ni{U  of  the  prcfent  day.  But  if  the  fcriptures 
were  to  be  preferved  from  contempt  and  abufe 
by  being  (hut  up  in  an  unknown  tongue,  may  it 
not  be  aiked,  what  entitled  the  Latin  tongue  to  this 
high  office  ?  Why  noc  keep  them  locked  up  under 
the  equally  impenetrable  obfcurity  of  their  own 
facred  originals  of  Hebrew  and  Greek,  in  which 
their  infpired  authors  fpoke  and  wrote  them,  rather 
than  confine  them  to  a  language  in  which  they 
had  originally  no  concern,  and  which  could  claim 
no  intrinfic  merit  ?  The  new  teftament  was  at  firft 
fpread  thro'  the  world  in  Greek,  as  the  old  was  in 
Hebrew,  till  a  Greek  tranilation  was  made.  And 
the  Latin  chriftians  thought  it  then  incumbent 
on  them  to  get  both  tranflated  into  their  com- 
mon language  for  their  common  ufe.  Were  not 
the  fcriptures  in  danger  of  being  abufed  or  be- 
coming contemptible  then,  when  the  Latin  was  the 

vulgar 


__Q-w5  Liic   once   commandin 
high  and  mighty   Rome,  that 
Hill  keeps  up  this  otherwife  un 
tion  for  the  Latin  bible,  whic 
of  the  bold  decree  of  the  cour 
xiouncing  it  authentick;  yet  ai 
and  corre£Hons  it  has  undergon 
by  the  two  Popes  Sixtus  V.  anc 
ftill  as  imperfed  and  incorred 
have. 

It  is  true,  the  church  of  Ron 

have  aded  wifely  enough  for  whc 

her  main  intereft  on  this  occafic 

many  others.     For  as   (lie  fufpe£ 

mifcuous  acquaintance  with  the 

by   a  wrong  interpretation,  lead 

ihe  was  pleafed  to  call  error,  fo 

be  a  mean  of  difcovering  things 

not  wifh  brought  to  light,  and 

plain  and  natural  fenfe  of  fcriptur 

to  be  greater  errors  than  thofe  i 

guard  againft.     This  had  been 

with  Wickliff  and  Hufs,  Luther,  a 

opponents  :  And  our   Archbiflic 
deoenHpnt-  *»-^- 


OFSCOTLAND.  15 

(pcft  of  the    convocation  in  1 534,  the  King  had  ^ktter 
aufeJ  to  be  printed  and  difperfed,  and  for  a  copy  ^^^I» 
of  fuch  ftatutes  and  injundions  as  had  been  lately  ^"^^^^^^^ 
made  in  England  for  the  reformation  of  religion, 
and  fuppreffing  the  Pope's  authority.     According-  ^5^**'* 
ly  the  books  came,  and  at  the  fame  time,  or  foon      '  ^' 
after,  Henry  fent  down  one  Richardfon  a  Prieft, 
whom  the  governor   heard  preach,  and  promifed* 
him  a  living  and  entertainment  in  the  country. 
This  man  went  to  St.   Andrews,  and  talked  with 
the  Cardinal,  but  on  what  bufinefs  or  to  what  ef- 
feS,  we  are  not  told. 

All  this  looked  well  in  fo  for,  and  great  expec- 
tations were  formed  of  what  would  follow.  But 
thefe  flattering  profpefts  came  to  nothing,  at  lead 
for  fome  time,  tho*  a  beginning  was  now  made, 
which  might  in  end  have  accompliflied  a  good 
work,  if  the  governor  had  kept  fteady  to  his  firft 
pTofefHons.  It  is  true  he  had  difficulties  to  en- 
counter, which  would  have  required  more  natural 
refolution  to  funnount  than  he  was  poflefled  of. 
llie  correfpondence  with  England  met  with  much 
oppofition  from  different  quarters.  The  propofed 
marriage,  tho'  once  formally  agreed  to,  and  hofta- 
ges  given  for  the  performance,  was  not  univerfally 
rtrlifhed.  The  clergy  fet  themfelves  violently  a- 
gainft  it,  from  a  juil  fear  of  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  of  it  to  their  religious  fyftem:  And  a 
j^reat  body  of  the  nobility,  fuch  as  the  Earls  of 
Huntly,  Argylc,  Montrofe,  Bothwell,Monteith,the 
Lord  Fleming,  with  many  more  of  all  ranks,  out 
of  a  national  diflike  to  the  Englifh,  entered  into  a 
folcmn  bond  to  refift  the  match  with  all  their 
might,  and  did  what  they  could  to  engage  the' 
governor  to  break  off  the  treaty,  by  offering  to 
irriug  about   a  match  between  the  infant  Queen' 

and 


..^  ^Aioi  lo   nis  motr. 
fent  titles  and  future  hopes 
Pope's  authority  and  the  laws  c 
cftablilhed.     AH  thefc  confider. 
the  timorous,  unliable  man,  tl 
made  a  public  renunciation  of 
and  wis  folemnly  reconciled  to 
ceiving  abfolution  from  the  han 
in  the  church  of  the  Francifcans 
time  in  September  1543. 

This  unexpefted  ftep  foon  alte 
fairs.  Richardfon  the  Englifh  Pri 
his  countrymen,   made  homewar 
could  :  The  governor's  two  chapl 
cd :  Friar  Guillam,  fearing  to  be 
for  his  doQrine,  which   the  Abl 
been  always  finding   fault   with 
England,  and  died  there.     His 
llaid  fome  time  in  this  country,  a 
more  of  him  by  and  by.     Nor  v 
fatisfied  with  thus  abandoning  his 
but  to  tcftify  his  new  zeal  the  c 
publick  fpeech  in  tK->  — '* 
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"  them  according  to  the  laws  of  halie  Kirk :  And  letter- 
"  my  Lord  Governor  (hall  b^  ready  at  all  times  XXXL 
"  to  do  therein  what  accords  hiin  of  his  office." 
Upon  this  the  Cardinal,  who  fince  the  King's  death 
had  been  pretty  quiet,  took  courage  again,  and  ap- 
peared once  more  in  his  own  colours.  For  being 
now  fortified  with  the  Regent's  authority,  he  was 
always  travelling  thro'  the  country  with  a  fplen- 
did  retinue,  either  making  friends  of  deftroying 
enemies.  The  Pope  had  fent  a  legate  into  Scot- 
land to  difluade  the  nation  from  the  Englifh  mar^ 
riage,  propjfed  for  their  Queen.  He  was  nobly 
entertained;  but  without  adinginany  public  fphere 
vent  off  again  in  March  .1544.  And  foon  after 
the  Cardinal  was  inveded  with  this  character, 
which  added  nothing  to  his  power,  whatever  it 
did  to  his  dignity.  In  1545  he  made  a  vifitation  of 
his  diocefs,  attended  by  the  Governor,  and  a  num* 
ber  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  ;  and  being  come 
to  Perth,  he  convened  before  him  a  number  of  fufpec- 
ted  perfons  who,  befides  other  frivolous  points  of  ac- 
cu&tion,  were  indided  particularly  for  contraven- 
ing that  claufe  in  the  act  of  the  Governor's  firft 
Parliament,  whereby  the  lieges,  tho'  in  general 
allowed  to  read  the  fcripture,  were  prohibited 
from  difputing  about  the  interpretation  of  it. 
The  pannels  being  found  guilty,  as  was  to  be  look- 
ed for  before  fuch  a  court  and  upon  fucli  a  cap- 
tious indi£tm€nt,  were  condemned  to  difierent 
degrees  of  punifhment :  Some  were  imprifoded, 
fome  baniihed,  and  five  n^en,  and  a  woman  named 
Helen  Stirk,  who  was  then  nurfmg  a  child  of  her 
own,  were  for  example's  f^ike  fentenced  to  death, 
which  was  immediately  executed,  the  men  being 
as  ufual  burnt  at  a  flake,  and  the  woman  drownea 
in.a  pool.  From  thence  the  Cardinal  marched,  on 
Vol.  IL  C  the 


x^uiner,  and  that  the  old  was 
be  read.     From   Angus  the  f 
the  Mearns,  and  then  returne 
where  the  Cardinal  fpent  the  C 
and  afterwards  proceeded  to  £( 
Here  perceiving  that  after  all  1 
were  ftill  inclining  to  the  new 
they  were  encouraged  in  thefe  : 
immoral  lives  of  too  many  of  the 
bled  a  provincial  council  in  Januc 
to  confult  about  proper  methods 
ing  herefy,   and  to  reftrain  the 
churchmen,  which  was  fo  fcandal 
people  fuch  a  handle  to  defert  thei 
they  proceeded  in  that  plaufible  d 
fo  often  been  pretended,  remains 
haps  they  were  diverted  from  it,  < 
it,  by  the  agreeable  information 
ceived,  that  the  famous  new  preac 
Wifliart,  whom  the  Cardinal    ha 
fearch  of,  was  juft  then  at  the  ho 
in  Eaft  Lothian.     The  Cardinal  w 
to  the  governor,  and  got  him  to  fei 
prchend  the  heretick.     Bn*  **•  -  ' 
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Aight  carried  him  to  the   houfe  of  Elphinfton,  (.ettrr 
waere  the  Cardinal  was  waiting  him.     From  thence  XXXI. 


he  was  conveyed  to  the  caflie  of  Edinburgh,  and 
in  a  few  days  removed  to  the  CarJinars  own  cadle 
of  St.  Andrews.  Thither  the  other  prelates  were 
immediately  fummonod,  and  accordingly  convened 
on  the  twenty  feventh  of  February,  in  order  to  the 
trial  and  condemnation  of  this  fuppofed  Arch- 
heretick.  The  Archbilhop  of  Glaigow  advifed 
the  Cardinal  to  get  a  commiflion  from  the  Gover- 
nor to  fome  man  of  quality  to  execute  judice,  left 
all  the  burden  fhould  lie  upon  the  clergy  if  they 
ihould  finifli  the  procefs  in  their  own  names.  To 
this  the  Cardinal  confented,  in  confidence  that  the  Spotf.jK  79 
Governor  would  not  hefitate  in  the  matter,  as  for 
fome  time  pad  he  had  found  him  very  obfcquious 
to  all  his  purpofes.  Bur  the  Governor,  either  out 
of  pity  to  the  fufferer,  or  by  the  importunity  of 
other  mends,  warned  thp  Cardinal  not  to  preci- 
pitate the  ind.\  till  he  Ihould  come  in  perfon  and 
iee  the  caufe  maturely  examined,  and  if  otherwife 
he  protefted  that  the  man's  blood  fliould  be  requir- 
ed at  his  hand.  This  anfwer  grieved  the  Cardinal 
jiot  a  little,  who  feared  the  danger  of  delay  in  an 
affair  he  had  fo  much  at  heart,  and  therefore  re* 
folved  to  go  on  with  it  by  his  own  authority,  as 
he  fhould  fee  mod  fitting.  So  the  convention 
was  held  on  the  day  appointed,  and  after  the  ufual 
formalities  of  citation  and  acculation  Mr.  Wi<- 
fhart  was  fentenced  to  be  burnt  on  the  firft  of 
March,  which  was  put  in  execution  accordingly : 
And  that  day  the  Cardinal  made  proclamation 
thro'  St.  Andrews,  that  no  perfon  Ihould  pray  for 
the  heretick  under  pain  of  ecclefiaftical  cenlures. 
This  Mr.  VVifliart  was  of  the  family  oi  Pitarro 
in  the  Merns.  In  his  younger  years  he  had  been 
oafter  of  the  grammar  fchool  of  Montrole,  and 

C  2  had 
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10  learn    whether   he  was  in  a 
orders  or  not.     His  death  was  n 
iimph  to  the  pcrkcuting  zealots 
ml  himfelf  boafted  of  it,  as  givi 
to-  herefy,  and  putting  the  cht 
perfed  fecurity.     But  fo  unccrt 
of  all  human  confultations,  that 
proved  the  rock  on  which  he  an 
perifhed :  For  not   only   were  tl 
common  people  much  irritated  b 
but  even  the  humours  of  fome  of 
otherwife  bore  no  good  will  to  the 
fo  enraged    at   his  inl'atiable  crue 
openly  vowed  the   blood  of  Mr. 
not  pafs  unrcvengcd.     Of  this  nui 
and  Norman  Leflies,  the  one  broth 
to  the  Earl  of  Rothes,  Kirkaldy  ol 
fome  others,  of  lefs  note  :  Who  ir 
the  plot,  met  all  at  St.  Andrews  ea 
ing  on  Saturday  the   tw-enty  ninth 
having  by  a  preconcerted  ftratage 
to  the  caftlc,  they  burft  iti^^  *^*- 
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kcretics  of  thofe  days,  entirely  void:  of  all  humani-  letter, 
ty.*     This  bold  acHon  was  varioufly  thought  of,  XXXI. 
both  at  the  time   and  fince.     The  Rctoifh  party 
did,  and  dill  do  execrate  it  in  the  bitterefl:   lan« 
guage,  and  would  be  laying  the  odium  of  it  not 
on  the  perfons  only  who  were  concerned  in  it,  b\it 
but  even  on  the  principles  which  they  were  fup- 
pofed  to  efpoufe  :  Which,  if  conclufive,  would  mi- 
litate equally  againft  themfelves.     For  they  fhould 
remember  who  they  were  that  murdered  their  dar- 
ling Archbifliop  Becket,  and  how  confcientioufly 
they  did  pennance  to  the  Pope  for  it.     This  was 
more  than  three  hundred  years  before  Luther  or 
Calvin  were  heard  of:  And  fo  much  was  this  bar- 
barous  fpirit  kept  up  even  among  Catholics,  as  they 
call  themfelves,  that  much   about  the  time  of  our 
Cardinal  Beton's  tragical  end,  a  like  aflai&nation 
was  perpetrated  on  another  Cardinal,  George  Mar- 
tinufius,  Archbifliop  of  Strigonia  in  Hungary,  who 
for  his  ambitious  intermeddling  in   politicks,  was 
pnvately  murdered  in  his  apartment  by  the  hands 
of  his  own  fecretary.     Nor  was  this  method  of  re^' 
venge  upon  the  facred  and  inviolable   perfons  of 
Cardinals,  confined   to  fuch  nations  as  might  be 
reckoned  favage  and  unpolifhed.     Even  the  annals 
of  France  prdfent  us  with  an  account  of  one  Car- 
dinal, Bourbon,  imprifoned,  and  another,   Guife, 
dabbed  to  death  by   a  Catholic  King's  command, 
at  a  meeting  of  the  eftates  of  the  realm  in  1588. 
I  mention  thefe  almoft  cotemporary  inflances,  to 
check  the  illgrounded  vanity  of  fome  men,  who 
■would  make  the  world  believe  that  none  but  Pro* 

*  By  a  daughter  ofthe  family  of  Airly  he  hadfeveral  children, 
ooe  of  whom  he  had»  only  a  few  weeks  before  his  death,  married 
u>  the  mailer  of  Crawford,  and  ^iven  4000  merks  of  portioD  with 
bcr.       '  ■ 

teftants 
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LBTTER  teftants  are  capable  of  fuch  atrocious  villainies.. 
XXXI.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  a  fet  of  writers  whQ 
^•^^v^^  go  as  far  to  the  other  extreme,  even  to  the  border^ 
q(  blafphemy,  in  crying  up  this  horrid  deed.  Th^ 
hiftory  attributed  to  Knox,  by  the  (lyle  of  the  nar* 
ration,  holds  it  forth  as  a  godly  and  praifeworthy 
a£kion:  The  Martyrologift  Fox  exprefsly  affirmf 
that  **  the  murderers  were  ftirred  up  by  the  Lord.*^ 
And  the  Prefbyterian  Hiftoriographer  Calderwood 
lays,  ^'  the  Cardinal  intended  faither,  if  the  Lord 
^^  had  not  (lirred  up  fome  men  of  courage  to  cut 
*'  him  oflF  in  time.**  Thefe  are  (Irange  expreilions : 
And  it  is  hoped  the  modern  writers  of  that  party 
will  now  in  this  enlightened  age  have  more  regard 
to  the  honour  of  our  common  chriftianity  in  gene* 
ral,  and  of  the  Proteftant  name  in  particular,  than 
adopt  thefe  uncharaderiftic  ravings  of  their  prede* 
ceffors,  which  fome  more  than  a  century  after,  were 
again  renewed  on  occafion  of  a  like  barbarity  to  an 
Archbifhop  of  St.  Andrews  of  another  denomi- 
nation. 

But  before  I  have  done  with  the  Cardinal  and 
Mr  Wifhart,  there  is  a  circumftance  to  be  taken 
notice  of,  which  the  writers  on  both  fides  appear 
to  lay  much  ftrefs  upon.  To  aggravate  the  Cardi- 
nal's cruelty,  it  is  faid,  that  whilft  Wifliart  was 
burning  at  the  flake,  the  Cardinal  fat  in  a  win« 
dow  overlaid  with  tapeftry,  glutting  his  eyes  with 
the  (hocking  fight :  And  that  the  martyr  in  the 
fipotfwood,  rnidft  of  the  flames  fhould  fay,  **  This  fire  hath 
p.  8».  **  fcorched  my  body,  yet  hath  it  not  daunted 
**  my  fpirit :  But  he,  who  from  yonder  high 
*'  place  beholdeth  us  with  fo  much  pride,  fhall 
^^  within  a  few  days  lie  in  the  fame  as  igtio- 
•*  minioufly,  as  he  doth  now  reft  himfelf  proud*. 
**  ly."     This  prcdiftion  is  much  fpoken  of  by  the 

tribe 
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tribe  of  writers  I  laft  mentioned,  sis  a  fign  of  the  r,ETTER 

man's  prophetic  ^irit,   and  an  undeniable  teftU  XXXL 

mony  of  the  truth  for  which  he  fuflfered :  While  v^v^^ 

the  Popifli  party  as  confidently  infer  from  it  that 

Mr.  Wiihart  was  in  the  plot  againft  the  Car- 

final's  life,  and  fo  might  the  more  readily  £Qce» 

tdl  his  death :  and  indeed  the  being  fc  paxticu^ 

lar  in  the  circumftance  -  of  the  window^  and  the 

event  happening    ib  foon  after,  feems  to  give 

fome  ground  for  this  inference^  as  all  the  hifta- 

rians  agree  in  telling  m  that,  in  order  to  pacify 

the  mob  widioot,  wha  were  clamouring  ^^  What 

^  was  become  of  my  Lord  Cardinal  r'  the  a£- 

faffins  expofed  his  mangled  hbdy  at  that  very 

window.     Now  both  thde  oppofite  conclqlions, 

cither  to  the  honour  or  difhonour  of  Mr.  Wv- 

fhart's  memory,  would  &11  to.  the  ground  if  the 

prediftioh  itfelf  might   be  called  in    queftion : 

And  that  it  is  highly  quellionable,  may  be  pre- 

fumed    from  thefe  confiderations  which  Bifhop  Htft.  p.  4»« 

Keith  has  laid  before  us^  and  to  which  the  Ian: 

editors  of  Bayle's  general  dictionary,  men  of  no 

mean  penetration  in  criticifm,  give  their  appro-* 

bation.    i.  That  Sir  David  Lindfay  of  the  Mount, 

who  lived  at  the  time,  and  wrote  the  tragedy 

of  Cardinal  Beton,  in  which  he  colle6ts  all  that 

could  be  fuggefted  to  the  Cardinal's  difadvantage, 

takes    no  notice  of  the  prediction,  nor  of  the 

circumflance  of  the  window  on  which  it  is  found* 

ed.     a.  That  Fox  in  his  Martyrology  does  not 

mention  it.     And  3.  that  there  is  nothing  of  it 

in  the  firfl  edition    of  Knox's  hiftory,  which  If 

written   by   him,  would  .certainly  have  given  us 

fuch  a  remarkable  ftory,  as  Knox  was  WifJiart^l^ 

intimate   acquaintance,  and  (laid  fo  long  with  the 

murderers   in  the  caiUe,  that  he  could  not  but 

hava 
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LKTTPR  have  known  it,,  if  it  had  been  trtie^- :and  would 
liXI.  not  have  omitted  the  publiftiing  of  it  if  he  had 

^^^'^'^'^  known  it.  To  which  kt  me.  add,  that  in  all 
prci>ability  Buchanan,  whofe .  inventive  genius 
has  •  (Ui^layed  itfelf  in  more  productions  of  the 
fc^odaloDS.  kiud^;  has  been  the.  firft  fabricator 
o&ihb.one  too.;  and  the  next 'editions  of  Knox's 
Jiiftcfcy:'  I^ve;  for  the  fake  of  iCtnbellifbment,  bor- 
rowed it  from  Buchanan,  of  whofe  Latin  their  ac-^ 
cdiiilt  is  a  faithful :  itanilation.  .  .  ' 
/fUpon  the  whole,  there  is  no  need  of  this  doubts 
iiil  /ftory,  dther  td  adorn  Wifhart's,  or  ftigmatize 
the  Cardinals  memory.  I  The  'burning  of  the  one 
waa  not  only  in  idSblf  a  qruel,  but  as  matters  then 
ftood,  amoft  iaqtioliticbufmefs  :  And  the  mur- 
dering  the  other,  ^cked  as  he  feems  to  have 
been,  was  a  piece  of  the  'moft  favage-  and*  un- 
.chriftian  butchery.  And  I  fhall  (hut  .it  all  up 
.with  the  modeft.  Archbifliop  Spotfwood's  reflec- 
tion; upon  it,  **  that  he  now  remains  a  tragical 
•*  enfample  in  ftory,  to  admonifh  every  man  to 
,".  keep  within  his   bound,  and  hold  that  mode* 

p.  83.        ^'  ration  which  is  fitting.*' 

The  fee  of  St.  Andrews  being  thus  vacated  by 
the  death  of  the,  Cardinal,  was  immediately  fil- 
kd  by  the  Abbot  of  Pailley,  who  being  nomi- 
nated by  his  brother  the  governor,  was  elefted 
by  the  Canons,  and  had  his  bulls  of  confirmation 
from  the  Pope  without  the  leaft  fcruple  or  de- 
lay. At  the  fame  time  the.  Pope  wrote  to  the 
Governor  and  the  new  Primate^  exhorting  and 
urging  them  to  manifeft  their  zeal,  in  punifli- 
ijig  the  injury  done  to  the  ft  te  ecclefiaftic.  Ac- 
cordingly the  Biftiops  were  earneft  with  the  Go- 
vernor, that  a  fpeedy  and  effeftual  courfe  fliould 
be  taken  for  apprehending  the  murderers,   and 

the 
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the  ecclefiafllcal  judges  iffued  out  their  folemn  i.ettbr 
anathemas  againfl  them,  and  againft  all  who  XXXI^. 
fliould  fuccour  or  uphold  them.  On  the  tenth 
of  June  the  council  fat,  and  next  day  emitted  an 
aft  againfl  **  invading,  deftroying,  or  withhold- 
''  ing  abbeys  or  other  religious  places,*'  fearing, 
it  feems,  that  the  violence  of  the  times  might 
proceed  to  fuch  extremities.  In  Auguft  the  Par-  Keith,  p.  6* 
liament  met,  and  took  under  deliberation  how 
the  caftle  of  St.  Andrews  was  to  be  regained 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  party  who  had  taken 
poiTeflion  of  it.  This,  it  was  thought  at  firft, 
might  have  been  brought  about  by  capitulation : 
For  the  two  Leflies  had  already  offered  to  the 
Governor  to  deliver  up  the  caftle,  and  his  eldeft 
fon,  whom  the  Cardinal,  under  pretence  of  ho- 
nour, had  kept  there  as  a  pledge  of  his  father's 
fidelity,  upon  condidon  of  obtaining  a  full  re« 
nuilion  under  the  great  feal.  But  againft  this 
propofal,  the  Ajchbifhop  of  Glafgow  protefted 
that  no  remifEon  fhould  be  granted,  till  they  firft 
got  abfolution  from  the  Pope  for  fuch  a  murder.  Kcith.p.5Qi 
Yet  the  remiflion  was  agreed  to  by  the  Gover- 
nor and  the  Eftates :  But  the  murderers  being 
ftartled  at  the  Archbifliop's  proteftation,  and  fuf- 
pecting  fome  kind  of  quirk,  began  to  recede  from 
their  propofals,  on  which  the  remiflion  was  can- 
celled ;  and  on  the  fourteenth  of  Auguft  they 
were  all  declared  guilty  of  high  trealon,  and 
their  goods  and  lands  forfeited.  The  fame  day  " 
the  clergy  taxed  themfelves  in  the  fum  of  three 
thoufand  pounds  monthly  towards  carrying  on  the 
fiege  of  the  caftle,  which  haying  been  Itrongly 
fonified  by  the  Cardinal  for  his  own  purpofes, 
could  not.  be  reduced  in  any  other  way. 
By  this  time  too  great  number?,  befides  the 
VoL  II*  D  orijjinal 
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not  lay,  and  the  man  himfclf 
in  it :  For  all  the  time  that   tl 
on,  from  the  twenty  third  of  An 
of  December,  the  befieged  gav 
all  manner  of  riot  and   debauc 
the  danger  they  were  in,  or  of 
of  their  new   preacher    who  ir 
confidered,  could  not  think  of 
fluence  with  fuch  a  gracelefs  ban 
time  the  King  of  England  had  t 
his  protection,  and  the  fea  being 
them  large  fupplies  of  viftuals  a 
fo  that  the  Governor  thought  pn 
a  treaty  with  them  on  certain  co 
the  fctcntcenth   of  December  rai 
Upon  this  Mr.  Rough,  finding 
lefs  in  the  caftle,  left  it  and  wer 
where  he'  preached   publickly,  a 
difputations   with  the  eftablifhcd 
controverted  points.     Soon  after, 
Knox  came  to  St.  Andrews,  and  e 
to  fupply  the  vacant  oi^r^^  ^^  - 


-.!r- 
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all  the  branches  of  academical  learning,  that  be-  letter 
fore  the  ufual  tinie  he  was  judged  fit  to  be  ad-  XXXL 
mitteii  into  holy  orders.  When  he  left  the  Uni-^ 
ferfity,  he  took  to  the  reading  of  St,  Auguftin^ 
vho  pleafed  him  moR  of  all  the  fathers^  and  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  the  Friar  Guillam  I  fpoke  of, 
kc  thereby  got  the  firft  knowledge  of  the  reformed 
dodrines  that  were  then  in  agitation.  With  this 
Dew  light  he  employed  himlelf  for  a  livelihood, 
in  teaching  of  children  in  fuch  private  families  as 
hvoured  a  reformation,  where  he  expounded  the 
icriptures,  and  performed  the  other  offices  of  a 
dtaplain.  And  now,  taking  the  advantage  of 
the  ftrength  of  that  fortrefs,  and  longing  to  be 
with  the  noble  company  who  had  fo  bravely  a- 
Ycnged  the  death  of  his  beloved  Mr.  Wilhart, 
he  came  to  St.  Andrews  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1 547,  being  now  in  the  forty  fecond  year 
of  his  age.  Here  he  connected  himfelf  with 
Mr.  Rough,  in  order  to  fupport  him  in  his  dif- 
putations,  becaufe,  as  Knox's  hiftory  defcribes 
him,  **  tho*  his  dodrine  was  without  corruption, 
"  yet  was  he  not  the  moll  learned.'*  At  laft  a 
tart  of  congregation  being  formed  in  the  town, 
partly  of  the  town's  people,  and  partly  from  the 
caille,  a  thought  ftruck  them  of  having  Mr, 
Knox  for  their  preacher,  and  to  go  about  it  with 
fome  (hew  of  regularity,  they  gave  him  a  kind 
of  call^  by  the  mouth  of  Mr.  Rough  their  former 
volunteer :  Which  upon  their  principles  feems  to 
have  been  altogether  fuperfluous,  as  Mr.  Knox's 
right  to  preach,  without  any  call,  was  juft  as 
good  as  Mr.  Rough's  had  been  before.  But 
whaterer  right  either  of  them  had,  fo  it  was  in 
£id,  that  Mr.  Knox  now  looked  on  himfelf  as 
hwfiiJ  miniiler  of  St.  Andrews,  in  which  charac* 

D  2  ter. 


^Av^cccuings,  he  fharplv  rebukt 
ram  for  fullering  fuch  hcreti 
docirines  to  be  taught  A^ithoi 
this  all  the  clergy    in  town 
ling  Rough  and  Knox  before 
confutation  of  fundry  articles 
fermon,  which  they  maintaine 
and  Knox    vigoroufly  defendi 
be  fcriptural  truths.     Indeed  a 
kingdom  that  heard  of  it,  wen 
at  this  audacious  (lep  which  u: 
of  the  caftle,  Knox  had  fo  c( 
upon  :  And  to  give  a  check  u 
of  it,  they  prefented,  on  the  nin 
a  fupplication  to  the  Governor 
'  (hops,   Prelates  and  kirkmen, 
Icntious  herefies   of  Luther,  h 
ers,    and  praying    his  Grace 
titb;p.62.  Lords  **  for  their  princely  hon 
**  to  give   their   hafty  help  an 
**  behalf."     In  anfwer  to  whic 
dains  '*  the  kirkmen  to  give  in 
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Sundays,  and  to  keep  oflF  from  any  of  the  dif-LEtTER 
puted  points  as  much  as  they  could.  By  this  XXXI. 
(hift,  which  neceflity  drove  them  to,  Knox  was  ^-^^y^^ 
kept  out  of  the  pulpit  on  Sunday,  but  preached 
on  the  week  days,  none  daring  to  moleft  hkn, 
for  fear  of  his  parifhioners  in  the  caftle.  But 
John  Rough,  being  grieved  with  the  wicked  and 
licentious  lives  of  thofe  people,  which  all  Knox's 
zeal  and  minifterial  authority  could  not  reform, 
and  probably,  upon  fecond  thoughts,  not  fatisfi- 
ed  with  himfelf  for  being  among  them,  left  them 
at  laft  altogether,  and  departed  into  England. 
There  he  preached  in  the  towns  of  Carlifle, 
Berwick  and  Newcaftle  fome  years,  and  was  then 
provided  by  the  Archbifhop  of  York  in  a  bene- 
fice near  Hull,  on  which  he  refided  till  the 
death  of  Edward  VI.  On  that  event  he  fled 
^*ith  his  wife  to  Frifeland,  where  he  made  a  liv- 
ing by  knitting  caps,  hofe,  and  the  like,  till  the 
year  1557,  when  coming  to  London  to  provide 
fome  neceflaries  for  his  bufinefs,  he  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Magiftrates,  and  was  carried 
before  Boimer  Biftiop  of  London.  Being  quef- 
tioned  if  at  any  time  fince  his  laft  coming  into 
England  he  had  preached,  he  anfwered  *'  that 
*'  he  had  not  preached  :  but  in  fome  places  where 
*'  godly  people  were  affembled,  he  had  read  the 
prayers  of  the  communion  book,  fet  forth  in 
the  reign  of  King  Edward.**  And  being  a(k- 
ed  what  his  judgment  was  of  that  book,  he  de- 
clared, that  *'  he  did  approve  of  it,  as  agreeing 
"  in  all  points  with  the  word  of  God.**  When 
he  was  brought  forth  to  judgment,  he  was  charg-  spotf.p.87. 
ed  on  thefe  three  heads.  1.  That  being  in  orders 
and  a  Prieft,  he  had  married  a  wife.  2.  That  he 
would  not    ufe  the  Latin  fervice  j  and    3.  That 

he 


rrom  this  fliort   accoui 
•was  one    of  our  firit    re 
man,    thefe  two  obfervati 
•worthy  of  our  notice,    i . 
Englim  liturgy,  and  confei 
fet  forms  of  prayer.     An 
upbn  reading  prayers  in 
people   to  be    more  his  c 
than  preaching  ;  which  is 
of  thofe  among  us  who  b 
ly    followers  of   our    fir  ft 
upon  preaching  and  hearing 
fential    ingredient    of  what 
It  is   likewife  to  be  obfervi 
difienters   from   the    eftabli 
their  enemies  branded  with  t 
and  their  opinions  called  th< 
For    Calvin    had    not  yet 
talked  of  in  this   country, 
was   Calvin's  fore-runner,   d 
been  ever  known  in  it.     1 
fore  of  this  earlv  attarh"^- 
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leemg  from   perfecution  to,  and  when  employed  letter 

tervingin,  a  church  where  fuch  a  fuperiority  was  XXXI. 

ftill  (Iriftly  preferved  ;  smd  where,  tho*  they  could 

i\ot  heartily  agree  to  all  the  points  of  her  doSrine 

at  her   fir  ft  advance  towards  reformation,    they 

never  made  any  objefUon  to  her  conftitution  of* 

government.      Parity  or  imparity    was   none  of 

the  queflions   then  agitated  ;  at  lead  it  was  not 

difcuffed   in    the  way  it  has  been  fince,  nor  To 

thoroughly  examined  as  to  become  a  teft  of  Pro- 

teftant    communion.     But    of  this    I  (hall  foon 

have  occafion  to  treat  more  fully. 

Mean  time  I  am,  &c. 


LEITER 


L    E    T    T    E    E 


Death  (f  Henry  VIII.  of  Engl 

in    Scotland Battle  of  F 

concluded  between  the  two  K 

fecution  of  the  Reformers  rene\ 

Synods  held  by  the    Archhijh^ 

Account  of  the  Council  of 

the  Affairs  of  the  Protejiants 


!TrER  TN  the  beginning  of  the  year 
XXII.  4  VIII.  of  England,  who  by  thi 
pal  yoke,  which  his  predeceffors  1 
laid  the  foundation  of  that  ec( 
which  the  Englifh  nation  rejoic< 
It  is  true,  he  has  been  blame 
all  the  lengths  that  were  necpffa 
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tic  vows,   private   maffes,  and   auricular    confef-  lftter 
fioa  are  ena£ted  under  fevere  penalties  ;    and  it  XXXIl. 
is  (lill  thrown  out  as  a  farcaftic  refledion  on  him, 
that  in    the   forenoon  he  hanged  the  Papifts  who 
maintained  the  Pope's  fupremacy,  and  in  the  af- 
ternoon, burnt   the  Proteftants   who   denied   his 
fix  articles.     Yet  it  does  not   feem  quite  fair  to 
burden    Henry    with   the  whole  odium   of  this 
apparent  inconfiftency  in  his  mode  of  perfecution* 
For  it  was  the  convocation,  or  aifembly  of  the  cler- 
gy, which  after  ''  a  long  and  great,  deliberate  and 
"  advifed  confultation  and  diiputation,"  drew  up 
thefe  articles  on  the  fecond  of  June,  and  the  bill  for 
enading  them  was  not  brought  into  parliament  till 
the  feventh.     In  the  convocation  indeed  there  was  > 
always  a  ftrong   party  who,    tho'  they  acknow- 
ledged the  King's  fuprcme  headfhip,  rather  than 
incur  a  preraunire  by  denying .  it,  yet  had  ftill  a 
ftrong  attachment  to   their    old  friend  the  Pope : 
And  therefore,  in   order  to  keep  a    door  opea 
for  returning,    if  ever    occafion  offered,  to    his- 
holinefs*  good  graces,  they  indulged  Henry  in  all 
his  old   fcholailic  notions,  and  gave  Archbifhop 
Cranmer,  who  flood    up  for   a   real  and  entire 
reformation,  all  the  trouble  and  uneafinefs  they 
poflibly  could.     It  was  by  this  party,   and  with 
thefe  views,   that   this  crjiel   and   enfnaring  bill 
was  firft  framed  in  convocation,  and   then  pro- 
pofed  and  carried  in  parliament,,  where  Cranmer 
oppofed   it   for  three  days,    witn   great  courage 
and  elocution.     Yet  it  is  remarkable,   that   not- 
withftanding  this  oppofition,  Henry  ftill  retained 
not  only    an  efleem,  but  even  a  friendfhip   and 
afiiaion  for  this  worthy  Prelate,  who,  had  he  been 
properly  fupported   by  all   his  fuffragans,  would 
by  decrrees  have  drawn  the   King  off  from  many 
Vol.  II.  E  of- 


,^iiu  lurvived  him   little  mon 
and  when   we    compare   the 
controulable  temper  ot  the  En 
hypocritical  ambition  of  the  A 
the  polite  duplicity  of  the  Frei 
honeftly  faid  which  of  the  thre 
eligible,  and    mod    becoming 
Prince! 

The  death  of  Henry  was  ; 
ment   to  the   garrifon    of  refc 
drews,   who  had   all  along    dt 
and  been  fupported   by  him. 
December    the   garrifon  had  i 
up  the  caftle,   fo  foon   as  the 
tion   fhould  come  from  Rome, 
gining  of  June    it    came,  witl 
claufe  in  it,   ''  remittimus    crin 
we  pardon  this   unpardonable  c 
garrifon  excepted  againft,  and  ^ 
ing    back  with  the  one  hand 
with  the  other ;   and  therefore 
in  expectation  of  being  fuccour 

*  It  was  the   envy  of  thefe  time-ferv* 
of  reformation  *rf^  —  '' 
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which  Henry    on   his   death-bed    had  given    in  r.ETTFR 
charge  to  his   fucceffor.     But  the  young   King^s  XXXII, 
counlellors   were    too   dilatory  in    their  prepara-  v.y'V^^ 
tions :  For  on  the  twenty  ninth  of  June  a  French 
fleet  appeared  on  the  coafl,  which  playing  upon 
the  caitle  from,  the  fea,  while  the  governor  in- 
vefted  it  by  land,  brought  them  to  a  capitulation 
on  the   thirtieth  of  July,   by   which  their  lives 
were  to  be  fpared,  and  all  of  them   to  be  tranf- 
poned   to    France.     When    they   arrived   there, 
they  were   feverally   difpofed  of  in  diflferent  pri- 
fons,  and  fome   of  them  detained  all  winter   in 
the  gallies,  among  whom  was  their  preacher  John 
Knox.     By  this  furrender,  the  governor  recover- 
ed his  elded    fon,  and   the  Popifh   party    were 
highly  elevated   with   fuch  a   fignal  revenge    of 
the  Cardinal's  death. 

But  this  pleafing  profpeft  was  foon  fadly  cloud- 
ed. For  in  the  beginning  of  September,  the 
Duke  of  Somerfet,  now  Proteftor  of  England 
under  his  nephew  the  young  Edward,  in  pro- 
fecution  of  the  treaty  of  marriage  made  by  the 
Governor  with  the  late  King,  entered  Scotland 
with  a  well  appointed  army  of  eighteen  thou- 
fand  men,  while  a  fleet  of  fixty  fail  appeared  on 
the  coait  at  the  fame  time.  His  firlt  propofal 
was  to  fettle  the  matter  in  an  amicable  way  by 
commiifioners  on  both  fides,  without  coming  to 
holtilities.  But  the  Scottifh  Governor,  being  dif- 
^fuaded  by  his  brother  the  Archbifhop  from 
any  terms  of  accommodation,  drew  up  his  army 
m  face  of  the  enemy,  who  lay  about  Preftonpans, 
fix  miles  eaft  from  Edinburgh.  And  in  this 
pofture  both  armies  continued  fome  days,  till 
the  tenth  of  September,  when  they  came  to  an 
engagement    near  Pinkey,  in  which  the    Scots, 

E  z  being 


tors   had    puflied     their  fuccefs   to 
But  iiftcr  burning  a   few   vilhi;^^cs, 
country   and    went    home.     Howe 
ter,  which  the  Earl  of  Huntly  hur 
led  a  rough  courtfhip,  fo  alarmed 
and  nobility,  that  it    was  refolved 
young  Queen   to   the  caftle  of  E 
fecurity  :  And  a  deputation   was,  : 
mother's  inftance,  fent  to  the  French 
begging  he  would  take   the  perfon 
vereign  lady   into  his   proteftion  ti 
be  ripe  for  marriage,   which  they  fi, 
tant  wilh  might  be  with   his  fon   t 
This  was  as  welcome  news   as  Hem 
looked  for,  and  accordingly   fix   th 
liaries   arrived  in  Scotland  about  th 
June   1548.     In  July  a  parliament 
Haddington,  about  fending  the  Quee 
But  the  nobility  were  n^t  all  of  one 
fuch  of  them  as  favoured  the  refori 
keen  for  accepting  the  advantageous 
ed  by  England,   while  the   Govern 
other  party,  who  were  moft  numerou 
voices  for  the  match  with  France. 
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mi  ladled  round  the  Ifles  to  Dunbirton.  There  letter  ' 
the  young  Queen,  now  in  the  fevcnth  year  of  XXXDL 
her  age,  was  delivered  to  Monfieur  de  Breze, 
vihom  the  French  King  had  fent  to  receive  her, 
and  in  a  few  days  landed  fafely  in  France,  attend- 
ed by  the  Lords  Erikine,  and  Livingftone,  with 
fever?  1  young  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  and  by 
the  lady  Fleming  with  four  young  ladies  of 
the  name  of  Mary,  Livingfton,  Fleming,  Seton 
and  Beton.  Mean  time  the  war  went  on  be- 
tween England  and  Scotland  with  various  fuc- 
cefe  for  two  years,  till  at  laft  a  general  peace 
was  concluded  near  Boulogne  in  March  1550 
between  France  and  England,  in  which  the 
Scots  were  comprehended  as  allies  to  France, 
and  thereupon   boftilities   ceafed   on  all  fides. 

During   the  continuance  of  this  war  we  And 
little  ftir  among  the  clergy,  who  perhaps  thought 
It  not  a  proper  time  to  go  on  with  thsir  feve- 
rities,  till  they  fliould  fee  what  turn  matters  might 
take  in  the  ftate,  and  what   might  be  the  event 
of  the  war  with   the  Proteftant    Englifh.     This 
relaxation  brought  many  perfons  over   to  the  new 
do&rines,  and  diffenters  increafed  daily :    Upon 
which  account,  when  the  war  was  over,  the  clergy 
began  to   look    more  narrowly   into  their  own 
afl^irs,  -and  the  burning    bufinefs    was    begun 
again  upon  one  Adam  Wallace,  a  plain,  fimple 
man,  who  for  fome  time  had  inftrufted  the  lady 
Onnifton's  children  in  the  new  forms.     This  man 
was    apprehended  at   Winton  by   the  Primate's 
orders,    and  brought  to   his  trial  in  the  church 
of  the  Blackfriars  at  Edinburs^h  :    Where,  in  pre- 
feice  of  the  Governor,  the  Earlx)f  Argyle  juftice- 
general,  the  Earls  of  Huntly,  Angus,  and  Glen* 
cairn,  and  divers  others  of  the  prelates  and  no- 
bility. 


m  ^t.  Andrews,  where   a 
in  a   fermon   to  prove  thi 
mativc,  but  was  lo  hooted 
by  the  very  children  crying 
Friar  Faternofter^  that  ht 
the   city.     Yet  in  the   uni 
was  very   hot,  and    the  d 
and  decide   upon  it.      Soi 
on,  that  the    Lord's    pray« 
God    formally,   and    to     t 
Others,  jiot  liking  that  did 
be    direfted    to    God    prii 
faints     lefs   principally.      O 
ultimately  and  not   ultimate 
fecondarily :     And   the  grea 
to  be  for  faying  it  to  God 
to  the  faints    in  a   large   o 
could   not   agree  about  it, 
Spotf.p  93 .  ferred  to  the  fynod  in  Janua 
met,    the  queftion  was    pri 
much   reafoning,  being   put 
found    "  that  the  Lord's   ] 
to  the  faints.'*     But  the  Bi 
any  judgment,  would  r\r.^  ^• 
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*^  that  the  faints  ought  alfo  to  be  invocated/*  letter 
What  a  farce  do  we  find  here,  and  how  un-  XXXIL 
worthy  to  engage  th  *  attention  of  fenfible  men, 
much  more  of  a  company  of  churchmen  affembl- 
cd  in  council  ?  The  very  vulgar  ridiculed  thefe 
foolifh  altercations,  and  thought  more  pertinent- 
ly cm  the  fubjeft  than  the  learned  doftors.*  So 
it  was  no  wonder  that  the  new  preachers  had 
fuch  a  following  in  the  nation,  when  the  errors 
they  appeared  againft,  were  fo  grofly  fcandalous 
in  themfelves,  and  debated  in  fuch  an  openly 
Czandalous  manner,  as  to  become  the  publick 
fcoflf  and  derifion  of  the  very  meaneft  of  the 
people. 

In  this  fynod  too,  an  order  was  iffued  for  pub- 
lifhing  a  catechifm  in  the  mother  tongue,  con- 
taining an  explication  of  the  belief,  the  ten  com- 
mandments,  and  the  Lord's  prayer ;  and  the  cu- 
rates were  enjoined  to  read  fome  portion  of  it 
every  Sunday  and  holiday  to  the  people,  when 
there  was  no  fermon,  and  until  fit  preachers  fhould 
be  provided  by  the  Bifliops.f    It  was  fufpefted  to 

•  A  common  fervant,  we  are  told,  of  the  Sub-prior's,  feeing 
an  QDufual  hurry  among  the  divines  in  convening  fo  often, 
aiked  his  mafler  one  evening  what  the  matter  was,  and  being 
told,  that  they  could  not  agree  to  whom  the  Lord's  prayer  fhould 
be  faid,  hafHly  anfwered,  **  to  whom  fhould  it  be  faid  but  unto 
"  God?*'  What  then,  faid  the  fub-prior,  fhall  we  do  with  the 
faints  ?  The  fellow  replied,  **  give  them  jives  and  Credos  enough 
in  the  devil's  name,  for  that  may  fuHice  them." 

f  It  was  accordingly  printed  at  St.  Andrews  in  Augufl  fol- 
lowing, by  the  command  and  at  the  expence  of  A  rchbifhop  Hamil- 
ton, whoie  compofition  it  is  thought  to  be,  and  confifis  of  about 
400  pages  in  quarto.  It  is  a  judicious  commentary  un  the  deca- 
k)goe,  creed,  Patemoiler  Sec.  and  the  author  fhows  his  wifdom 
9iid  modenuion  in  taking  care  not  to  enter  upon  the  controvcned 
poiots. 

be 
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IJETTFR  be  neceffity  that  drove  them  to  this  expedient,  and 
XXXIL  the  main  thing  that   prevented  its  efficacy  was   itg 
^^-•^v^^  being  too  late.     Their  former  feverities  had  em* 
bittered  the  minds  of  the  people,   and  the  diffen* 
ters  could  eafily  fee  that   the  gentle  methods  of 
the  gofpel  were  at  lafl:  applied  to,  only  when  the 
rigours    of  the  law  were    found    to   have  been 
ufed  in  vain.     Accordingly  we  read  of  little  or 
no   effeft  that    this  attempt  towards    inftruciioa 
produced,  and  the  defire   of  reformation  fpread 
more  and  more  thro*    all  ranks.     However   the 
Primate  went  on   with  his  endeavours  to  check 
the  progrefs  of  what  he   called  herefy.     For  next 
A.D.  1553.  year  he  held  another  provincial  fynod  at  Linlith-i 
gow,   in  which   the   maintainers  of  any  opinion 
contrary  to  the  Church  of  Rome  were  condemned^ 
and  the  decrees  of  the  council  of  Trent,  made  in 
the  time  of  the  late  Pope  Paul  III.  were  receiv- 
ed as  obligatory  on  this  church.     Some  afts  too 
were  paffed  for  reforming  the  corrupt  lives  of  the 
clergy,  which  were  much  complained  of  in  every 
fynod  of  thefe  times,  tho'  from  the  frequent  re* 
petition  of  fuch  general  afts,  there  would  feem 
to  have  been  little  or  no  execution    done  upon 
them,  or   attention  paid  to  them. 

As  this  is  the  firft  time  we  find  any  mention 
made  of  the  council  of  Trent  in  our  Scottifli 
church,  it  will  be  proper  that  we  take  a  (hort 
view  of  this  great  and  laft  bulwark  of  the  Romiih 
church,  from  its  firft  ereftion  to  the  prefent  date. 
I  have  already  obferved  how  earneft  the  Protef- 
tant  Princes  were,  among  their  firft  demands, 
for  a  free  and  general  council  to  be  held  fome- 
where  in  Germany,  and  how  at  laft  the  Emperor 
found  it  convenient  to  humour  them  fo  far,  as  to 
^promife  them  ta  do  all  he  could  to  bring  it  about. 

It 
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It  is  needlefs  to  enter  into  the  much  agitated  quef-  letter' 
don,  whether  the  right  of  convocating  a  general  XXXII.. 
council  belongs    to  the   ecclefiaftic   or  the   civil  v^^vrv.4f 
power,  as  it  muft  be  allowed    that  the   mutual 
concurrence  of  both  is  neceflary,    both  for  the 
regularity   and   convenience  of  the  affembly,.    In 
the  prelent   cafe  the    Emperor's   promife,  being 
m  a  great  meafure    extoned  from  him,  was  at 
beft  evafive,  and  defigned  rather  to  amufe  than 
bmfy  the  Proteftants.      What   they  demanded, 
touched  the  head  as  well  as  the  members ;  and 
u  the  defign  of  a   general  council  was  to  effect 
a  reformation  of  both,   they    could   hardly  ex- 
pcd  to  fucceed,  while  the  Emperor   yielded  the 
privilege  of  convocating  it  to  the  Pope,  who  was 
the  principal  party    complained    of.      Yet    this 
coQceffion,   favourable    as    it   was  to  him,    did 
floc  altogether  pleafe  Pope  Paul,  who  could  not 
but  remember  the  fate  of  his  predeceffor  John, . 
from  the  council  of  Ct>aftance,   little  more  than 
a  hundred  years  before  :  And  therefore,  being 
an  artful  man,  he  cunningly  protraded  the  de- 
fign by  nominating  for  the  place  of  meeting  firft 
Mantua  and  then  Vicenza,  both  under  his  own 
controul,  and   which  he  was  fure  for  that  very 
realbn  the  demanders  would  not  2K:cept  of.     At 
laft,  owing  to  the   preffing  importunity  of   the 
King  of  France,  who  feems  to  have  been   more 
hearty  in  the  affair,  tho'  no  more  a  friend  to  the 
Proteftants   than    the  Emperor,  he  was   obliged 
to  name  a  third  place,  and  made  choice  of  Trent,  a.d.  15 411: 
a  dty    between  Italy   and  Germany,   under   the 
lonUbip    of  its  Bifhop,  who  is  a  Prince  of  the 
Empire.     Yet  after  all,  fo  many    delays  occur- 
red, partly  <:afual,  and  partly  of  the  Pope's   con- 
triring,    that  the  firft  feffion  was  not    held  till 
Vol.  II.  F  the 
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i.KTTER  the  thirteenth  of  December  1545,  in  which, 
XXX II.  and  in  the  fecond  feffion  in  January  after,  no- 
thing was  done,  becaufe  of  the  paucity  of  the 
attendants.  In  the  third  feffion,  where  were  pre- 
fent  eight  Cardinals,  fix  Archbifliops  and  thirty 
Bifliops,  befides  Abbots,  the  Nicene  creed  was 
read  and  received.  In  the  fourth  feffion  the 
number  of  the  canonical  books  of  the  old  and 
new  teftament,  with  the  traditions  conveyed 
down  by  the  church,  was  fettled,  and  the  vul- 
gate  tranflation  declared  to  be  authentick.  The 
fifth  feffion  decreed  what  was  to  be  believed 
concerning  original  fin,  that  tho*  it  be  re- 
mitted in  baptifm,  yet  concupifcence,  the  effeft 
of  it,  remains. 

When  they  had  gone  thus  far,  fome  difturbances 
arifing  in  Germany  obliged  them  to  adjourn  the 
next  diet  to  the  thirteenth  of  January  1 547,  when 
they  met,  and  paffed  their  famous  decree  of  juf- 
tification  by  works  as  well  as  by  faith,  condemn- 
ing at  the  fame  time  no  fewer  than  thirty  three 
errors  on  this  fubjeft,  fome  of  which,  they  faid, 
allowed  with  the  old  Pelagians,  too  much  to  the 
will,  affifted  only  by  natural  ftrength,  and  others 
with  the  modern  Lutherans,  afcribed  all  to  grace 
governing  and  overbearing  the  will  by  an  irre- 
fiftible  force.  Their  next  meeting  was  on  the 
third  of  March,  in  which  they  publifhed  a  decree 
concerning  the  facraments  in  general,  and  de- 
fining their  number,  neceffity,  efficacy,  matter^ 
form  and  minifter.  Soon  after  this  a  fufpicion 
was  infl;illed  into  them  by  their  phyfician  Jerom 
Fracaftorius,  who  had  a  penfion  of  fixty  crowns 
a  month  from  the  Pope,  that  the  air  of  the  place 
was  unwholefome,  and  threatened  a  .peftilence  : 
On  which  it  was  refolved  to  tranflate  the  coun 

cil 
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dl  to  Bononla,  a  city  in  the  Pope's  dominions,  i^etter 
whither  all  the  Italian  Bifhops  and  fuch  as  were  XXXII. 
the  Pope's  creatures  immediately  retired,  as  had 
been  concerted.  But  the  Emperor  being  highly 
odended  at  this  ftep,  exprefsly  enjoined  the  Ger- 
man Bifhops  to  remain  at  Trent.  So  that  now 
the  council  was  divided,  and  continued  in  that 
iiate   of  inactivity  fome  more   than  four  years. 

In  the  mean  time  Pope  Paul  died,  and  was 
focceeded  by  Julius  III.  who  reaflembled  the  coun- 
cil at  Trent  on  the  firft  of  May  1551.     At  their 
meeting  in  September,  a  Legate   or  Orator  from 
the   King   of  France  appeared,   with  letters   ad- 
drefled  to  the  Meeting  at  Trent.     This  diminutive 
form  of  addrefs  occafioned  a  (harp  conteft,  whe- 
ther or  not  thev  (hould  allow  the  letters   to  be 
read,  which   at  laft   was  determined    in  the   af- 
firmative.    In  thefe'  letters  the  French  Monarch 
Henry  complains  much  of  Pope  Julius,   who  in- 
fteaJ  of  being  the   common    father  and   peace- 
maker  of  Chriftendom,  as  by  his  high  itation  he 
ought  to  be,  was  induftrioufly  kindling  the  flames 
of  diviiion  and  animofity  among  the  Princes  of 
it :  For  which  reafon  he   formally  protefts  here, 
as  he  had  done  at  Rome   before,    i.  That  he 
does  not  judge  it  fafe  nor  honourable  to  fend 
any  of  his  Bifhops  to  this  meeting.  2.  That  he 
does  not  bold  this  meeting  for  a  public  or  Gene- 
ral Council,  but  looks  upon  it  as  no  better  tt)an 
a  private  convention  for  fome  people's  particu- 
lar interefls.  And  therefore,  3.  That  neither  he 
nor  any  in  bis    kingdom    will  receive  or  be 
bomid  by  any  thing   that  fhall  be  done  in  it, 
and  that,  if  need  be,  he  will  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  his  predecefTors  have  done  on  like  oc- 
**  cafions.''     Notwithflanding  of  this  proteftatioa 
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LETTEK  ^rom  even  the  Mofl   Chri/iian  King,  the  coundl  r 
XXXIL  proceeded  to  bufinefs,    and    appointed   extradi 
from  the  Lutheran  writings  about  the  Eucharill   • 
to  be   examined  by  fb    many  feieded  Dodors^  • 
who  were  ordered  to  have  their  opinions  ready  r 
againft  the  next  fefTion,  on  the  eleventh  of  Oc»  - 
tober.     This  was  accordingly  done,  and  a  decree-  , 
made  upon  that   examination,  eftabiifhing   traiu 
fubftantiation  and  the  adoration  of  the  holl.— 
But    they  did  not  choofe  to  meddle  with   the 
great  point  of  communion  in  both  kinds  to  the 
laity,  till  the  arrival  of  the  Proteftant  deputies, 
who  had  been  long  in  fufpence  about  the  form 
of  the  fafe-condud  which  the  council   had  oScx^ 
ed  them,  and  which  from  former  remembrance 
they   had  all  the    reafon    in  the   world  to   take 
<:are  (hould  be  well  guarded  againft  any  poflibi- 
lity  of  fubterfuge.     In  their  next  fefllon  in  No- 
vember they  fixed  the  dodrines  of  penance  and 
extreme  unftion.      And  thus   were  they  going 
on  fwimmingly  in  their  own  way,  and  without 
paying    any   regard   either  to  the  objedions   of 
the  German  Proteftants,  or  the  remonftrances  of 
ihe  French  Catholics,  when  a  fudden  bold  (Iroke 
from  an  unfufpeded  quarter  checked  their  zea- 
lous career  for  a  while,  and  put  them  upon  pro* 
viding  for  their  own  perfonal  fafety. 

To  underftand  this,  we  muft  go  back  a  little^ 
and  view  the  fituation  of  things  in  Germany, 
where  we  (hall  fmd,  fome  years  before  this, 
the  Lutheran  intereft  much  upon  the  decline, 
and  as  its  enemies  thought,  on  the  point  admolt 
of  being  totally  extinguished.  Luther  himfelf 
had  died  in  1 546,  and  after  his  death  his  follow- 
ers began  to  divide  among  themfelves.  Ofi- 
ander  in  particular  made  a  great  nolle  at  Kon- 

inglberg 
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mglberg    by   his   teaching   that    man    was   juf-  letter 
rified,  not    by  f  ith,   which  was  Luther's   capital  XXXII. 
dogma^   but    "  by  the  eflential  righteoufnefs  of 
"  Chrift  inherent  in   him  ;'*   and  being  a  mart 
of  a  vehement  fpirit,  he  drew  over  great  numbers 
to  his    opinion.     The  party  tGO  which    Calvin 
had  by  this   time  raifed  in  emulation  of  Luther, 
and  in  fome  points  even  in  oppofition  to  him, 
had  got  ground  in  fome  of  the  German  (latest 
and  were  acting  for  themfclves  upon  a  feparate 
fixKing.     All  this   contributed    to  weaken  their 
political  union,  by  creating  jealoufies  among  the 
different   adherents,  tho*  engaged    in    the  fame 
general   caufe  ;  and  the  Emperor,  their  common 
eoemy,  was  too  fharp-fighted  not  to  difcover  and 
take  hold  of  advantages  of  that  kind.     The  re- 
peated confederacies  of  the  Proteftants  at  Sma!- 
calde   had  irritated  him   to  a  high   degree,  and 
he  was  dill  watching  every   opportunity  to  dit 
trefe  and   crufli  the  Eleftor  of  Saxony  and  the 
Landgrave  of  Heffe,  who  were  the  two  principal 
fupporters,  as  well  as  ornaments,  of  the  Protef- 
tant  name.     In  this  he  at  lad  fucceeded  to  his  ut*- 
mod  wiihes  :  For  thefe  two  Princes  being  oblig- 
ed to    take  arms  in  their  own  defence,  againfl 
the  iniidious  meafures  which  Charles  was   pur- 
fuing,  and  coming  to  an  engagement  with  him 
at  Mulberg  on  the  Elbe,  April  24th,  1 547,   the 
Eledor  was  taken  prifoner,   and  the  Landgrave 
fome  time  after  furrendering  himfelf  to  the  Em- 
peror on  the   faith   of  a  promife   made  to  two 
Princes  who    interceeded    for  him,   was  by  the 
fallacious   wording  of  that  pronufe,   which  mull 
throw  a  lading  infamy  on  the  Emperor's   name, 
detained    under  a   guard  for    five  years.      But 
Charles  was  ftiU  more  crtielly  fevere  on  the  Elec- 
tor: 


*.1V.L     Willi,    dllU 

to  make  his  own  ufe  of  it 
on   the  Italian  Bilhops  rem 
Bononia,  finding  that  nothii 
further  in  the  council-way 
a  formula  of  agreement   di 
tation  of  divines    from  bot 
coming  to  no    unanimous 
mitted  the  work  to  three 
two  of  whom  were   Papifts 
fhop  of  Numburg,  and  Mi( 
lar  Bifhop   of  Sidon,  and  th 
John  Agricola,  court-preache 
Brandenburg.      Thefe    three 
containing    twenty    fix   artic. 
mod  material  points  in  contr 
the  Emperor  there  was  notl 
ly   contrary  to   the  Romilh  < 
the  allowing  Priefts    to    man 
cup  to  the  laity.     Charles    a 
this  projeft,  and  fent  the  ar 
for  his  approbation,   which  h 
Emperor  took  his   own   way, 
the  diet   held  at  Aug(burg  ii 
rial  conftitution  w^--*-  ' 
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•^coundl."     Yet    this    device    pleafed    neither  letter 
jarty.     The  Lutherans  for  the  mod  part  pro-  XXXII. 
tdted  againft  it  as   re-eftabli(hing  Popery :  And 
jnany  of  their   minifters  chofe  rather  to    refign 
riidr  chairs,  than  fubfcribe  it.     The  old  eleftor 
of  Saxony,   tho*  a    prifoner,  forbad  the    ufe   of 
it  among    his  people,   and    tho'   the  eleftor   of 
firafldenburg,  to  pleafe  the   Emperor,  agreed  to 
it,  he  never  could  get  his  favourite  Divine  Bucer 
to  fign    it.     The    Papifts  too  clamoured   about 
ir,  as  yielding  too   much  to  the  Hereticks,  and 
tnreral  of  their    learned   men  were    at   pains   to 
confute   it.     So    that,  after    all   the    Emperor's 
fcndnefs  for  it  and  violence  in  pufhing  the  recep- 
tion of  it,  like  all  fuch  reconciling  fchemes,  it  was 
fbond  to  anfwer   no  falutary  purpofe,  and  only 
inflamed    both    fides  with  a  greater  heat  of  te- 
ladoiifhefs  to  their  own  way. 

All  this  time  the  Emperor  was  perfevering  in 
hii  rigour  againft  his  two  illuftrious  prifoners, 
vfaom  he  had  always  looked  upon  with  a  malig- 
nant eye,  as  the  two  principal  obftacles  in  the 
way  of  his  ambitious  projects,  and  now  that  he 
had  got  them  in  his  power,  was  determined,  if  pof- 
fible,  not  to  part  with  them.  But  this  excefs  of  un- 
relenting obilinacy  in  end  wrought  the  very  effeGt 
vhich  it  was  deiigned  to  prevent.  For  the  new 
Eledor  Maurice,  who,  tho*  a  Lutheran  in  profef- 
fion,  bad  hitherto  befriended  the  Emperor,  was 
b  incenfed  at  this  treatment  of  the  Landgrave, 
vbofe  daughter  he  had  married,  and  whom  he 
had  perfuaded  to  put  himfelf  in  the  Emperor's 
^"ill,  that  he  at  laft  refolved  to  accomplifh  by 
force  what  he  could  not  obtain  by  juftice.  To 
this  paipofe  he  coUe&ed  a  body  of  men,  and 
while  the  Emperor  in  the  courfe  of  his  military 

expeditions 
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i.ETrER  expeditions  was  lying  at  Infpruck  either  to  afiift'  " 
XXXIL  or  overawe  the  council  at  Trent,  by  being  in  their 
neighbourhood,  Maurice  by  forced  marches  came  " 
upon  him  fo  unexpeftedly,  that  he  was  within 
a  few  hours  of  feizing  his  perfon.  This  daring 
and  well  conduded  pufli  had  the  propofed  effeft. 
The  jealous  Emperor,  beginning  to  fufpeft  Mau- 
rice when  he  firft  heard  of  his  motions,  had  al- 
ready releafed  the  old  Eleftor,  with  a  view  to 
give  Maurice  trouble  by  reviving  his  claim,  and 
upon  fetting  on  foot  a  negotiation  of  peace,  the 
Landgrave  got  his  liberty  next.  Nor  were  thefe 
all  the '  confequences  of  this  mafter-ftroke  of  poli- 
cy, which  indeed  has  the  appearance  of  treachery 
in  Maurice,  but  in  reality  was  only  a  playing  off 
the  Emperor's  artillery  upon  himfelf.  For  thig 
undertaking  fucceeding  as  intended,  fo  frighten- 
ed the  Fathers  of  Trent  with  the  alarm  of  the 
cnterprizing  Maurice  being  fo  near  them  with  a 
Lutheran  army,  that  they  decamped  in  great  hur- 
ry and  terror  to  their  refpeclive  habitations,  and 
did  not  aflemble  again  as  long  as  Charles  livedo 
nor  for  feveral  years  after.  And  to  take  ail 
advantages  of  the  Emperor's  confufion  upon  this 
difappointment,  a  treaty  of  pacification  between 
Maurice  and  Ferdinand  King  of  Bohemia,  as 
deputy  for  his  brother  Charles,  was  begun  at 
PsdTaw  a  city  in  the  Lower  Bavaria,  in  Auguft 
1552,  by  which,  after  much  altercation  on  both 
fides,  it  was  finally  concluded  that  the  Luthe- 
rans ibould  have  the  free  exercife  of  their  reli- 
gion in  all  time,  coming,  without  the  leaft  let 
i)r  moleflation,  either  from  the  ecclefiaftical  or 
imperial  courts.  It  is  this  treaty  of  Paflaw,  thus 
^wrought  out  by  Maurice's  outwitting  the  £m- 
fexoT  in  his  own  arts  of  cunning  and  difBmu- 
,  lation^ 
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hum    which,  after  more  than   thirty  years  of  etter 
unwearied  ftru^gle,    laid  the  foundation   of  that  .^^^"; 
mixt  fj-ftem  of  religious  eftablilhment  which  Ger«  ' 
many  has  enjoyed  ever  fmce. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER       XXXIIL 


lie  Refirmation  checked  by  the  death  cf  Edward 

VL  of  England State  of  Affairs   in  Scotland 

Labtmrt  cfyohn  Knox  and  other  Preachers 
-'^•''^ Politics  of  the  Court  favourable  to  the  Re* 
formimg  Inier^  -"—RefUilions  on  that  Subjeff* 


TTXTHILE  the  reformation  in  Germany  flood 
W  in  the  fitnation  I  have  mentioned  in 
Ibe  preceding  letter,  and  was  continuing  to 
make  confiderabte  progref^  in  Scotland,  it  was 
direatened  with  a  fevere  check  in  the  neighbour- 
tng  kingdom,  by  the  premature  death  of  the 
joong  Edward.  This  hopeful  Prince  had  fuc- a.d,  w j; 
ceedcd  his  father  Henry;  and  though  then  but 
ten  years  of  age,  had  difcovered  great  know- 
ledge ofy  and  attc^on  for,  the  reformation  which 
VoL  IL  C  his 
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LETTER  his  father  had  begun,  by  throwing  off  the  pa- 
*  pal  fupremacy.  In  this  difpofition  he  was  well 
fupported  by  his  council,  of  whom  his  unclei 
the  Duke  of  Somerfct,  a  zealous  and  fenfible  pa- 
tron of  the  reformation,  was  declared  chief, 
with  the  title  of  Proteftor.  Accordingly,  in 
the  year  1548,  a  committee  of  feled  Biihop^ 
and  divines  was  appointed  by  the  convocation, 
to  examine  and  reform  the  offices  of  the  church, 
and  did  in  confequence  of  that  appointment 
compile  and  fet  forth  a  new  office  of  commu- 
nion, which  (till  goes  by  the  name  of  the  firft 
liturgy  of  Edward  VL  and  of  which  this  cha^ 
rafter  is  given  by  authority,  in  anfwer  to  the 
Devonfliire  petitions,  that  ^*  whatfoever  is  con- 
*'  tained  in  that  book,  either  for  baptifm,  mafs, 
*'  confirmation,  or  fervice  in  the  church,  is  by 
*'  our  parliament  eftabliflied,  by  the  whole 
^'  clergy  agreed,  yea,  by  the  Bifhops  of  .the 
**  Realm  devifed,  by  God's  word  confirmed." 
In  a  year  or  two  after,  this  liturgy  was  revifed, 
and  at  the  defire  of  fome  foreign  divines,  fuch 
as  Bucer,  Peter  Martyr,  and  fome  others,  whojn 
Archbifliop  Cranmer  had  invited  over,  alterations 
were  made  in  fome  material  articles,  efpecially 
in  what  regarded  the  adminidration  of  tl^e 
Eucharift :    And  with   thefe  alterations    it    was 

Subliihed  in  a  fecond  form,  which  is  in  fub* 
ance  what  the  church  of  England  ufes  at  this 
day ;  but  whether  preferable  to  the  firft,  or  not, 
is  a  queftion  that  needs  not  be  debated  here. 
All  the  ftatutes  of  the  late  reign,  which  had  hi« 
therto  cramped  the  intended  reformation,  .par* 
ticularly  that  fevere  one  refpefting  the  fix  ar- 
ticles, were  repealed,  and  moft  ot  the  old  pri- 
mitive   liberties  reftored.    Indeed  the  King,  or 

rather 
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rather   his   counfellors,    retained   the  fupremacy  letter 
vfaich  had  been   wrefted    from    the  Pope,    and  xxxni, 
which  as   flowing  from,    or  conne6led  with  the 
temporalities,  no  doubt   belonged  more  properly 
to  the  Englifh  crown  than  to  the  Roman  mitre, 
the*  with  refpedl  to  pure  fpirituals   it  was  juftly 
due    to   neither.     However,    thefe  were  hopeful 
beginnings,  and  had  the  King  lived  a  few  years 
longer,  things    might   have  been   condu6lad   in 
luch  a  manner  as   might  have  been  equally  ho- 
nourable  to    both    church  and   ftate.     But   his 
death,  as  I  faid,  was  a  melancholy  interruption, 
and   formed  a  profped:  the   mod  oppofite    that 
could  havie  been  imagined. 

I    return  now  to  our  own  country,  where  we 

left  our  Bifhops  and  clergy   adling  or  attempting 

to  a£k  in  fomething   like  their  own  fphere,  by 

holding  fynods,    and  publifhing  catechetical    in- 

ilrucHons  for  checking  the   new  doctrines,  and 

retadning  the  people  in   the  old  communion.—- 

Hitheno  it  may  be  faid,  the  balance  was  pretty 

even    between    the    two    contenders,    and     the 

awakening  zeal  of  the  eftablifhed  clergy  in  the 

onefcale  feemed,  if  not  todownweigh,  at  lead  to 

equiponderate    the   reforming   principles    of  the 

diflenters'  in  the  other.     But  from  this   time,  by 

fbme    means  or    other,  we    (hall    fee   the  efta- 

bliihment  lofmg  ground,   and  the  other  fide,  we 

may  be  fure,  would  gain  what  their  adverfaries 

loft.     The  Governor,  tho*  of  himfelf  not  a  bad 

man,  was  weak  and  irrefolute,  and  his  brother 

die  Primate,  who  had   the    entire  management 

of  him,  was  more  inclined  to   confult    his   pre- 

fern  eafe  and   pleafure,   than  to  profecute    fuch 

methods  ol  either  force  or  flattery  as  were  ne- 

cdary,  in  the  then  fituation  of  things,  for  rec« 

G  2  tifying 


„"" — 6-"'ciu  into  her  own 
Jft  the  propofal  wher  it  ^, 

ir.v^    r  Z  "®  honours  and 

Jf™^   "«h  and   mBoeiiced  ? 
Giufe  and  I^rrain  «,i  ' 

?he  papal  imerS  J"'.  ^ ' 
her  father  and  brX^i  a^  '' 
y««  been  doinra^ainfn,^  " 
uncertain  is  the  feS     ?u'     ^ 

*^e  two  ciixumWes  ,hn."^ 
nnff  as  it  «-,.  ^"«^es,  tho'  oi 
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«Tth  a  CTeater  number  of  her  French  countrymen  letter  ■ 
than  was  agreeable  to  the  native  fubjeds  of  the 
leibn ;    and  by  this  impolitic  flep,  alienated  the 
minds  of  many  of  the  nobility,  who,  tho'  loyally 
eoough  aiFeded,  could  not  brook  fuch  a  vifible  ne- 
glcd,  and  thereupon  dther  joined   themfelves  to 
the  reformers,  or  became  carelefs  and  indifferent 
in  die  public  fervice.     And,  which  increafed  the 
general  difcontent,  flie  was  advifed  by  her  foreign 
councilors,   to  propofe   the  laying   a  yearly   tax 
opon  the  ieiges,  for  keeping  up  a  regular  army, 
uniier  pretence  of  relieving   the  nobles  from  per- 
Ibnal  attendance,    unlefs    upon     any     important 
emergence.     This"  propofal    was   received    wth 
the  utmofl:  indignation,  and  about  three  hundred 
of  the  leffer  Barons  met  at  Edinburgh,  and  bold- 
ly remonftrated  againft  it ;  on  which  the  fcheme 
was  prudently  abandoned,  but  the  alarm  it  gave 
left  an  unfavourable  impreflion  on  the  mmds  of 
the  people. 

The  R^ent  herfelf  did  not  want  penetration, 
nor  was  me  of  an  oppreffive  difpolition.  But 
her  natural  connexions  and  foreign  counfels  led 
her  m2my  times,  contrary  to  her  own  judgment 
and  inctination,  into  difagreeable  undertakings, 
which  raifed  a  jealoufy  againft  her,  and  thereby 
ftrengthened  the  religious  oppofition  which  had 
hitherto  been  but  in  a  languid  ftate.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Queen  of  England  having  put  on  a 
reiblution  to  extirpate  what  (he  thought  a  mod 
damnable  herefy  out  of  her  dominions,  by  the 
long  prafHTed  method  of  fire  and  faggot,  as 
many  of  the  reforming  preachers  as  could  get 
out  of  her  power,  fled  for  their  lives,  fome  to 
Germany,  others  to  Switzerland  and  Geneva, 
iod  fiich   of    dieQ    as   were  Scotchmen   came 

back 


vy  T  VI 


lu  rnieland,  where    \ 
and  was    twice  fent    by  il 
land  with    a  cominiflion  t( 
fpotf.p93.  jn   1554,  after  which   he 

here,  and  continued  to   pi 

were  willing  to  refort    to 

told,  were  neither  few  nor 

But  he  who  made  the  gre 

thefe  preachers,   and  gave  r 

was  the  renowned  John  Kno> 

been  eight  years  out  of  Sec 

it  in  the  end  of  harveft    i 

reformer,  we  have  already  fe 

company,  who  upon  the  fun 

of  St.  Andrews  in  1547,  had 

er  to  France,  where  he  was  < 

leys  and  elfewhere,  till  the 

was  releafed.     Yet  it  is  obfer 

er  of  his  life,  which   is  placed 

that  goes  under  his  name,  fpe: 

V  ing  conftrained  to  leave  his 

**  by  the  perfecution  of  the 

**  the  profefTors  of  the  truth 

ing  his  voluntary  confortinjr 
of  To*^--'  ^ 
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mit  OT  falfe,  had   no  concern.     Knox  himfelf  letter 

icils  us,  that   many  of  thefe  prifoners  were  re-  .^i^"; 

kztcd  at  the  mterceffion  of  the  Queen  Dowager, 

2nd  tho'   he  does  not  exprefly  mention  hinSelf 

being  of  that   number,   there  is  no  doubt  to  be 

made  but  he   was.     If  fo,  how  ungrateful  was 

it  in  him   to  treat  her  charafter  with  fuch  fcurri- 

bus  incivility,  as  would  be  unbecoming  from  any 

pen,  much  more  from  a    perfon   of  fuch  high 

pretenfions   to  piety  and  godlinefs  ?  For  this  rea- 

foa,  it   has   been  thought  that  Knox  himfelf  was 

not  the  author  of  that  hiftory,  tho*  fome  of  his 

modem   admirers  are  of  a  different  opinion,  and 

yet  find   no  &ult  with  the  want  of  gratitude  and 

good  breeding  difplayed  in  it. 

Be  in  this  what  may,  the  hiftory  tells  us,  that 
on  his  releafe  from  his  confinement  he  came 
over  to  England,  where  he  was  firft  appointed 
preacher  at  Berwick,  then  at  Newcaftle ;  thence 
he  ^"as  called  to  London,  and  remained  in  thefe 
Southern  parts  till  the  death  of  Edward  VI.  When 
on  that  event  he  left  England,  he  went  to  Ge- 
neva, and  there  continued!  fome  time  at  his  pri- 
?ate  ftudies,  till  he  was  called  by  a  congregation 
of  Eagiifh  refugees  aflfembled  at  Frankfort  to  be 
one  of  their  preachers,  which  call  he  obej^ed, 
tho'  unwillingly,  ^^  at  the  commandment,  he  lays, 
**  of  that  notable  fervant  of  God  John  Calvin.*' 
It  will  by  fome  be  thought  no  fmall  compliment 
to  Calvin's  memory,  that  he  was  fo  reverential- 
ly obeyed  by  a  man  of  Mr.  Knox's  flanding ; 
CAe  who  had  officiated  in  the  church  of  England, 
and  boafted  of  having  refufed  a  Bifhoprick  in  it ; 
and  one  too  who  was  not  of  the  moft  compliant 
or  mannerly  temper  to  fome  who  might  have  been 
reckoned  his  fuperiors  in  more  refpeds  than  onel 

His 
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LETTER  His  after  condud  gives  ground  to  fufpeck  that 
''"^"'^  his  obeying  this  call  had  been  agreeable  to  his 
own  humour,  which  feems  to  have  been  pretty 
much  of  the  wandering  caft,  otherwife  Calvin's 
command  had  not  been  fo  readily  hearkened  to  : 
Or  perhaps  Mr.  Knox  found  it  prudent  to  com^- 
ply,  left  on  his  refufal  Calvin  (hould  make  hia 
continuance  in  Geneva  rather  inconvenient  for 
him,  as  his  influence  there  was  already  become 
formidable  to  all  who  oflFended,  or  differed  from 
him.  This  the  unhappy  Michael  Servetus  had 
lately  felt  to  his  fatal  experience.  *  And  the  part 
aded  on  this  occafion  by  the  great  Genevan  Re- 
former may  ferve  to  account  in  fome  meafure  for 
that  exceflSve  rigour  of  difcipline  which  his  pupil 
Knox  in  the  days  of  his  power  would  have  been 
introducing  into  Scotland,  as  fanftified  by  *'  that 
•*  notable  fervant  of  God,  John  Calvin.^'  Indeed 
this  petty  ftate  of  Geneva,  the  now  fo  much  admir- 
ed model  of  liberty  both  civil  and  religious,  foon 
xnade  itfelf  confpicuous  for  fuchadks  offeverityand 

*  This  man  was  a  Spaniard,  and  in  1531  had  publi(hed  a 
book  in  Latin  with  this  title,  "  Of  the  errors  about  the  Trinity^ 
**  fevcn  books,'*  containing  Ibme  opinions  refpe^og  this  myftery 
which  diflFered  from  the  then  received  explications  :  Tho'  what 
thcfe  opinions  were,  cannot  now  be  well  afcertained,  as  the  mod 
of  his  writings  were  burnt  by  Calvin's  order,  and  are  very  (carce 
^  this  day  :  Only,  from  what  difhint  mention  is  made  of  him 
in  ibme  of  the  Socinian  writers,  who  were  then  beginning  to 
make  a  noife,  it  would  appear  that  he  was  none  of  that  tribe.—— 
However  lb  it  was,  that  coming  to  Geneva  in  the  courfe  of  hit 
peregrinations,  he  had  the  hardinefs  to  hold  a  difputation  on 
this  fuljed  with  Calvin,  who,  inflead  of  confuting  him  by  argu« 
ment,  got  him  judicially  condemned  and  publickly  burnt  as  an 
heretiCy  Oaober  27^  1553,  and  not  only  fo,  but  he  likewife 
openly  jnftified  that  aA  of  feverity  in  a  book  wliich  he  publiihed 
at  the  time,  to  (hew,  that  Magifhatcs  may  warrantably  inflUk 
oapttalpuDifluQCDts  upon  heretics* 

oppreilion^ 
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opprc/Hon,  as  in  a  monarchical  government  would  ktter 
have  been  called  defpotic  tyranny ;  and  all  this  xxxiii, 
chiedy  owing  to  the  zeal  and  influence  of  that 
popular  demagogue,  *  who  ftill  has  the  glory, 
2L5  it  is  reckoned  here,  of  having  firft  inftilled 
the  true  principles  of  what  is  called  liberty  in* 
to  our  countryman  John  Knox,  to  whom  I  now 
return. 

Whatever  were  his  motives  for  leaving  Gene- 
va at  Calvin's  command,  to  Frankfort  he  aclu- 
My  went :  Where  he  was  no  fooner  arrived, 
than  he  began  to  find  fault  with  the  liturgy 
which  the  Englifh  refugees  had  brought  from 
home  with  them,  and  raifed  fuch  a  divifion  on 
that  account,  as  could  not  be  healed  but  by 
confulting  the  Oracle  at  Geneva.  Accordingly 
Knox,  and  Whittingham,  an  Engliihman  of  the 
lame  ftamp,  but  who  was  afterwards  dean  of 
Durham  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  were  em« 
ployed  to  fend  a  defcription  of  the  Englifli  li* 

*  As  early  2s  1542,  when  CalvtD  was  fcarce  warm  in  his  ncv 
Ictclemcnt*  he  brought  an  accuCition  againfl  Amy  PernD  the 
Capcun  General  of  the  city,  who  had  been  very  a<5live  about  the 
change  of  religion  in  15359  and  got  the  man  publicly  beheaded 
OD  the  ftone  of  the  great  altar  which  had  been  removed  out  of  the 
catbednJ  church,  and  carried  to  the  common  place  of  execution 
to  ferve  as  a  icaffbld  for  that  purpofe.  His  unrelenting  profccu- 
tk>os  of  hcitkc  and  Bertelier  for  iome  charges  againll  his  cha- 
raAer  in  France  ;  his  treatment  of  Alciat  Blandrata  and  other 
refugees,  who  had  fled  to  Geneva  a^  an  afylum  from  the  Popifh 
iitioD»  in  their  own  countries,  bat  had  the  misfbitune  to- 
from  him  in  ibme  abftrufe  points  of  theology  ;  and  his  iiia« 
l^ttmal  imermeddling  in  the  afEiirs  of  other  churches  of  the  pro- 
te&aoi  name  in  Poland,  Tranfylvania,  Germany,  and  even  in  Eng- 
land aD  the  time  of  Edward  VI.  difcover  fuch  a  domineering 
^nt,ud  fuch  pretenfions  to  a  certain  degree  of  didlatorial  infal- 
Cbilxty,  as  were  never  exceeded  by  any  Pope,  in  propbrtion  to 
4be  difeence  of  dignity,  and  extent  of  command. 

Vol.  n.  H  turgy 


^kiij^iicana  liturgia,   qualcm 
'*  video  t'ulfle  tolcrabiles  inept 
''  liturg}',  fuch  as  you  defcribe 
"  been    many    improper    thir 
**  may  be   tolerated.**     Notwi 
favourable   fentence,    Knox   w 
count  of  his  turbulent  humour 
fort,  where   all    the  good  he 
fhort  ftay  was    the  rending    tl 
gregation  there,   and  to  return 
neva,   from  whence,  as  we  have 
vifit  this  year  to  his  own  coun 

A.D.1555.  His  firft  appearance  •  was  at  I 
be  preached  in  a  private  houfc, 
told,  a  good  refort  of  people  « 
attend  his  inftruftions.  His  g 
to  dilTuade  his  hearers  from  beir 
mafs,  or  partaking  of  "  the  '. 
"  mcnts/*     In    profecution    of 

jpotfwood,  ^vhen  it  was   urged,  in   defence 
ing   a  little   to  the   times,  that 
advice  of  St.  James  and  the  eld 
went  into   the  temple,  under  co 

vow,   after  a  fufficiency  of  arom 

••      •  '• 
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•'Holy  GKoft/*  and  gives  as  a  rcafbn  of  thus  letter 
iloubtiiig,  becaufe  tlie  event  was  not  fucli  as  ^^x*"- 
they  expeded :  Thus  plainly  giving  it  as  his 
opiiiion,  that  the  motions  oi  the  divine  Spirit  are 
to  be  judged  of  by  the  out^\'ard  fuccefs,  and 
that  coirfequently  what  Paul  did  at  this  time 
W3S  not  good,  becaufe  it  did  not  fucceed : 
Which,  whether  it  be  a  found  maxim  in  divi*- 
nity  or  not,  needs  no  depth  of  criticifm  to  dif- 
cover.  But  it  was  a  favourite  maxim  with  Knox 
and  his  party,  that  whatever  attempt  on  their 
own  fide  prospered,  was  therefore  lawful,  or  if 
ai  any  time  they  did  not  meet  with  fuccefs,  it 
w^s  owing  to  forac  defcd  or  other  about  the  un- 
denakers,  not  to  any  fmfulnefs  in  the  undertaking 
itfelf.  Thus  the  murder  of  Cardinal  Beton  was 
with  them  not  only  an  allowable,  but  even  a 
godly  deed  :  And  the  calamities  which  the 
murderers  afterwards  fell  into,  were  interpreted 
not  as  a  puniihment  of  the  murder,  but  of  the  li- 
centious and  diflblute  lives  which  they  for  fome 
time  led^  in  fpite  of  all  Mr  Knox's  godly  ex- 
hortadons  among  them.  This  was  an  ufeful  te- 
net at  that  time,  and  has  been  of  no  fmall 
iervice  upon  fundry  occafions  to  their  followers. 
Ixuieed  the  bringing  it  forward  upon  the  quef- 
tion  of  going  to  the  mais,  feems  to  have  been 
only  a  fuperiluous  cffufion  of  the  man's  inward 
ientiments,  without  any  neceffity  in  point  of 
argument :  For  his  firft  anfwer,  upon  his  prin- 
ciples, was  conclufive  enough,  that  the  Apollles 
afiair  had  nothing  to  do  with  what  it  was  alledg- 
ed  for,  **  To  go  to  the  temple  and  pay  vows 
^^  had  once  been  commanded,  which  idolatry 
^  never  was :  But  their  mafs,  from  the  original 
^  was,  and  itill  xemain&  odious  idolatry :  There- 

H  2  "  fore 
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Iphere    of  his  labours,  forlool 
ihip,   as    being  both    luper(liti( 
and  began  to  form  ihemfelves 
ties  for  affembling  with  the  re 
How  or  where  the  reft  of  then 
many,  were  employed,  we  have 
as  Mr.   Knox    appears    to  hav 
ador  in  ail    that  was  yet   goii 
the  little  that   was   doing    alar, 
and  drove    ihrem   to    the    nec( 
afting  in  fome  way  or   other, 
they  fummoned  Knox  to  appe« 
of  the  Black   Friars  in   Edinbu 
teenth  of  May.     But,  whether  c 
formality  in   the  fummons,  or 
were  afraid  of  danger  from  th< 
port  he  was  like  to  have,  the  d 
And  Mr.  Knox  preached  that  v< 
bUrgh  to  a  greater  audience  than 
Biihop  of  Dunkeld's  lodgings  toe 
out  ten   days.     This    was    inde 
and   plainly  fhewed  how  f"^**   ^ 
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Tet  in  the  midft  of  all    this  appearance   of  letter 
fuccefs,  it   Tvould  feem  the    man's     roving    fpi-  ^^^^"; 
lit  could  not  reft;    or  perhaps  he  was  not  fa- 
liaiied    with    all   the   lengths    he    had    hitherto 
carried  his    point.     For  having    received    letters 
of  invitation  from  his   old  fadion   at  Frankfort, 
vhich  had   now   fet  up  at  Geneva,  he  relblved, 
againft    the  moft  prefling   entreaties   of  his  new 
friends,  to  vifit  that  city  once  more,  promifing 
at  the  fame  time  to  return,  how  loon   the  godly 
in   Scotland    fhould  be    pleafed    to   rccal    him. 
So  in  July    1556  he  again  left  his   native  coun- 
try, under    colour    of  a   minifterial  call,  which 
he  pretended   be   could    not    in  confcience    dif- 
obe\*.     But  he  (hould  have  remembered  that  the 
firft  call  of  any  fort  he  ever  had,  was  to  a  congre- 
gation in  St.  Andrews,  who  therefore  had  a  better 
title  to  his  labours  than  either  Frankfort   or  Ge- 
neva, and  where   he,  who  went   fo  much  upon 
a  popular  call,    might    in    fafety,    as   he   ought 
in  duty,  have  exercifed  his   miniftry,  as  well  as 
at  Edinburgh  or  Calder  or  Kyle,  or  any  of  the 
places   which,     he  tells   us,    he   vifited,  without 
the  leaft  indmation  of  his  looking  near  St.  An- 
drews all  the  time.     The  truth  is,  the  man  feems 
to  have  had  fecret  views  of  his  own,  which  he 
did  not  chufe  to  difclofe  even  to  his  intimates, 
and    therefore  thought  proper    to  conceal  under 
the  common  cloak  for  all  fuch  fecrets,  the  cloak 
of  confcience. 

Now  while  Mr.  Knox  Is  abfent,  and  the  re^ 
forming  work  feemingly  at  a  (land,  for  \vant  of 
<yf  his  adive  zeal,  let  me  exprefs  my  furprife 
at  the  piogrefs  I  find  it  has  already  made  in  op* 

E^iition  to   the  governing    powers   of  our   own 
ngdom,   and    uoder    the  melancholy  profpeft 

of 
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LETTER  of  bein^  borne   down   by   the  concurrent  affiC*   . 

t^^^"*i  tance  ot  the  now  entirely  Popifti  government  ia,  . 
England.  There  was  certainly  ground  to  fear  a  . 
combination  of  this  kind  between  the  bigotted 
Mary  of  England,  who  had  in  a  fhort  time  cruflv 
ed  the  reformation  at  home,  and  our  Dowager 
Mary,  now  cloathed  with  fupreme  authority,  and  . 
ilimuiated  to  fuch  an  enterprize  by  two  Car- 
dinal brothers,  as  well  as  likely  to  be  fupport- 
ed  m  it  by  a  powerful  and  perfecuting  monarcji^ 
the  King  of  France.  I  know,  all  may  be  and 
is  afcribed  to  an  interpofing  Providence  ;  and  I 
certainly  ftiould  be  the  laft  man  to  contend  the 
point.  But  the  hidory  of  the  times  enables  u^ 
to  trace  out  fome  external  circumftances,  concur- 
rent with  or  fubfervient  to  the  will  of  provi- 
dence in  this  affair,  and  from  which  we  may 
draw  this  important  obfcrvation,  that,  as  worldly 
politics  had  been  the  conllant  fupporters  of  the 
papal  grandeur,  fo  at  this  time  they  were  the 
tindefigning  inftrumcnts  to  give  it  that  fhock, 
which  at  laft  effected  its  final  overthrow  in  Bri- 
tain. 

Had  the  two  Marys,  both  equally  devoted  to 
the  old  religion,  tho*  not  of  equal  aufterity  of 
difpofition,  laid  their  heads  cordially  together  in 
defence  of  it,  the  one  with  all  the  force  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  other  with  even  but  half  the  force 
of  Scotland,  which  at  leaft  fhe  had  at  her  com- 
mand, Mr.  Knox  would  have  found  more  diffi- 
culty than  he  did,  with  all  his  oratory  and  impe- 
tuofity,  to  get  fuch  a  footing  at  firft,  and  at  laft 
to  bring  matters  to  fuch  a  bearing.  But  this 
conjunction  of  two  fuch  malignant  planets  was 
prevented  by  their  early  and  continued  jarring  in 
politics.   The  Queen  of  England,  by  her  marriage 

with 


OF    SCOTLAND.  63 

vstfa  the  Emperor's  fon  and  heir  Philip  King  of  lktfer 
Sfun,  was  thereby  involved  in  all  his  difputes  xxxni. 
aad  wars  with  the  King  of  France  ;  who  on  the 
ether  hand  engaged  our  Mary  to  efpoufc  his 
cnarrel,  and  take  off  the  weight  of  England  from 
Urn,  So  that  the  two  Queens,  however  agreeing 
n  attachment  to  what  tliey  believed  to  be  the 
tme  church,  were  divided  both  in  intercll  and 
«?e%on  by  realbns  of  date,  and  had  neither 
leifiire  nor  inclination  to  unite  their  forces  even 
in  fuch  a  favourite  caufe.  Befides,  there  was  ano- 
ther project,  which  our  Regent  had  long  had  in 
her  eve,  and  the  fuccefs  of  which  was  now  draw- 
mz  near  to  be  determined.  Our  young  Sove- 
reiin  Queen  Mary,  whom  v/e  have  heard  little 
or,  iince  her  going  to  France,  had  in  that  polite 
court  got  fuch  an  education  as,  meeting  with 
all  the  embellifliments  of  nature,  rendered  her 
the  mofl  ?.ccompli(hed  lady  both  in  body  and 
mind,  that  was  to  be  feen  in  Europe.  And  as 
fht  was  now  advancing  towards  the  time  of  life 
\7h:ch  in  Princefles  of  royal  blood  is  thought 
fit  for  matrimony  it  ntos  the  earneft  wi(h  of  her 
r^^her  our  Regent,  and  of  her  principal  Tu- 
tor the  King  of  France,  from  moft  v/eighty 
ronfiderations,  to  have  her  beftowed  upon  his 
fon  and  heir  Francis  who  was  much  of  the 
fame  age.  The  bringing  this  important  bufinefs 
to  a  happy  iffue  cngrolled  all  our  Queen  Re- 
gent's thoughts,  and  required  the  utmoll  addrefs 
2Lnd  minagcment,  in  neither  of  v^hich  (he  was 
JcfccKvc,  to  procure  the  confent  of  the  eftatcs 
cf  the  realm,  which,  they  told  her,  was  ne- 
cellarj  to  give  the  propofed  marriage  a  legal 
fandioiu  lliis  put  her  upon  the  expedient  of 
ibotbiflg  and    courting  all  parties,  botli  to  pre- 

v.iil 


nine   commiffioncrs,*    from  the 
and    gentry   were  fent   over  to 
powers  of  ratification,  before  w 
was  married  to  the  Dauphin  on 
1558,  by  the  Cardinal  of  Bour 
of  Rouen,  in  the  cathedral  chun 
at  Paris :    And  a  few   days  after 
oners   took  thfe  oath  of  allegian 
Dauphin  and  the  Queen,  in  nar 
eftates  of  the  kingdom. 

But   ftill  there  remained  anoth 
obtained,  befides  the  poffeflion  of  1 
fon,  and  that   was   the   Mat  rime 
the  Dauphin,  by  which  all  the  r 
to  the  hufband   of  a  Queen   wo 
in  his  perfon.     To  procure  this 
art  and  management  of  the  Queen 
her  having  this  objeft  in  view,  1 
that  moderation,  by  which    Ihe 
keep  the  balarice   even  between 
parties  in  the  kingdom.     When  t 
ed  her  to   keep   down  the  reform 
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h^Jkg  them  to  have  patience  till  the  Parlia-  ^"TTEit 
■cot  ihould  grant  the  matrimonial  crown,  and 
alimng  them,  that  then   (he  would  do  what  fhe 
amid  to  gratify  them. 

Thus  two  or  the  mofl:   unfavourable  conjunc- 
tures, as  might  have  been   thought,  for  the  re- 
f^Hming  intereft,  the  marriage  of  the   Queen   of 
£nglaiul  with  the  heir  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Queen 
of  Scotland  with  the  heir  of  France,  all  of  them 
avowed  defenders  of  the  papal  caufe,  and  profcf- 
ted  enemies    to    any  thing  that  looked  like   aa 
attack   upon   their   religious   fyftem,  did  yet   by 
a  &cret  direction  combine  together,  to  favour  the 
firil  open  attempt  that  was  made  towards  a  refor- 
mation  in  Scotland.     So  wonderful  are  the  events 
of  human  affairs,  and  fuch  a  manifefl:  difpropor-^ 
tioa  do  we  many  times  difcover,  between  what  w& 
are  apt  to  call  the  caufe,  and  the  effed.     Let  us 
take  every  thing  of  this  kind  as   we  find  it,  and 
admire  the  infcrutable  wifdom  of  the  Mod  High^ 
who  keeps   the  difpofal   of  events  in  his    owa 
hands,  and  turns  all  human  counfels  to  the  ac-^ 
compiifluneat  of  his  own  great  and  good  purpof«> 

fiet. 

I  am,  &c^ 
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John  Knox  contiHues  to  fuppon 
'tbeyfubfcribe  a  Bond  rfUt 

Jehes  the  Congregation 

them Burning  of  Walter . 

'Various  demands  of  the 

^^"dua  of  the  ^en  Regent 
Conferences  of  her  Breach  oj 

WHEN  John  Knox  left 
Uoned    m    my   Ua   r 

2  bufinefs  was  cammed  t/' 
much  fpirit,  as  when  he  L 
few  of  h  s  partv  •  hv  h  . 
Ldth  and  EdSghX  f  pI 
Dundee,  and  in  the^  Weft  bv  f 
old^^Carmelite  Friar.    T^l^.i 
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cJ  the  Regent  to  call  the  preachers  before  lettrr 
the  council,  and  arraign  them  for  convening  xxxiv. 
the  lieges  againft  her  authority.  But  when  the  '^^^^^'"'"^ 
day  of  appearance  was  come,  fuch  numbers  of  Kcith.F.65. 
people  flocked  together,  and  the  Queen  was 
fo  daringly  menaced  by  fome  of  the  ringleaders 
that  the  diet  was  difcharged,  and  a  promife  given 
that  the  preachers  fhould  meet  with  no  harm. 
And  now  the  party,  finding  their  ftrength  on  the 
growing  hand,  thought  it  time  to  put  Knox  in 
mind  of  his  promife  at  parting,  and  to  recall  him 
to  his  former  charge  among  them :  Which  they 
did  by  a  letter  dated  from  Stirling,  and  figned 
by  the  Earl  of  Glencaim,  the  Lord  Lorn,  John  M,rch  i3. 
Erikin  of  Dun,  and  James  Stuart  Prior  of  St.A.D.ij57- 
Andrews.  When  Knox  received  this  letter,  he 
agsin  confulted  Calvin  and  his  colleagues,  who 
aU  with  one  confent  gave  fentence,  that  he  could 
not  refiife  that  vocation,  ^^  unlefs  he  would  de« 
^  dare  bimfelf  rebellious  to  his  God,  and  un- 
"  merciful  to  his  country  :'*  On  v.  hich  he  re- 
turned anfwer,  ^^  that  he  would  vifit  them  with 
all  expedition,  fo  foon  as  he  might  put  order 
to  that  dear  flock  committed  to  his  charge." 
What  a  pother  this  man  (till  makes  about  calls 
and  charges  ;  yet  how  frequently  he  flies  from 
one  flock  to  another  ?  Since  he  got  out  of  con- , 
finement  in  France,  he  had  been  in  Berwick,  in 
Newcaftle,  in  London,  and  elfewhere  in  £ng« 
land,  in  Frankfort,  in  Geneva,  in  Edinburgh 
and  various  parts  of  Scotland,  back  to  Geneva, 
and  now  on  his  return  to  Scotland  again,  con- 
neded,  on  his  own  principles,  with  nine  or  ten 
different  flocks,  and  all  in  the  fpace  of  feven 
or  eight  years.  This  looks  as  if  he  had  been 
an  Apo/Ue  indeed,    entrufted  with  the  care  of 

la  all 


iiiiiiauon  at  this  junclur 
ence   to  the  invitation, 
his  way  as;  Dieppe  in  Fra 
ber,  he  found  letters  of 
ing  him   not  to  continu 
all  things  were  at  a  ftan 
the  reformers,  beiag   un* 
affairs  might  take,  began 
«cure  to   be  allowed  the 
their  ow^n  manner  in  priv 
pufli  too  haflily   for    gre; 
filing  in    the    attempt    p 
upon   the  main    feems   to 
Tefolution  ;  •  and  if  adhered 
•ed    their  point    in  a   moi 
able     manner    than    what 
Knox  diought  otherwife, 
letter  he  wrote   from  Diep 
mixture  of  upbraidings  ar 
with  a  good  deal   of  boa! 
portance,  he    concludes   v 
mind,  that  "  the  reformat 
"**  publick    enormities   app 
^'  the  clergy  or  chief    ru 


nru? 
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In  this  bond  they  engtge  to  Hand  by   one  an-  letter 
other  at  all  hazards,  in  defence  and   maintenance  ^^j^\ 
of  "  faithful  minifters,  truly  and  purely  to  mi- 
nifter  Chrifl's  gofpel    and   facraments  to  the 
people."     And  here  for  the  firft  time  they  dif- 
tinguifii  themfelves  and    their  adherents  by  the 
■ew  title  of  The  Congregation^   no  lefs  than  feven 
times  repeated,   and  widi   this  fingular  fpeciality 
too,  as  being  the  congregation  of  the  Lord^  in 
oppofition  to  the  as  yet  eftabliflied  church,  whom 
they  are  pleafed  to  call  the  congregation  of  Satan. 
From  this    time  we^fhall  find    the  Congregation 
2jad  the  Lords  of  the  Congregation  much  talked  of 
in  our  annals  for  ibme  years,  till  they  got  them- 
ielves  fettled  on    a    more  fecure    and    enlarged 
footing  :    and  then  we  fee  them  dropping  this 
new   coined  tranflation  of  Ecclefta^  and    return- 
ing to  the  old   one  of   the  Kirk    or  Cburcb.^^ 
Soon  after  fubfcribing  this  bond,  the  Lords  and 
ethers  that  concurred   with   them  convened   to- 
gether, and  after   deliberation  on  what   was  fit- 
teft  to  be  done,  they  concluded  upon  the   two 
following  articles,  which  I  fhall  fet  down  at  full 
length,  as  being  the  firfl  regular  appearance  that 
our  original  reformers  have  made,  and  of  ufe 
to  ihew  fomething   of  their  genuine  principles, 
when  left  to  their  own  unbiafTed  fentiments. 

I.  ^^  It  is  thought  expedient,  advifed  and  or« 
*^  dained,  that  in  all  pariihes  of  this  realm  the 
^  Common  Prayer  be  read  weekly  on  Sunday 
^  and  other  feftival  days,  publicly  in  the  parilh 
^  churches,  with  the  leflbns  of  the  old  and  new 
^  tdlament,  conform  to  the  order  of  the  book 
"  of  ComnAon  Prayer.  And  if  the  Curates  of 
^  the  pariibes  be  qualified,  to  caufe  them  read  the 
^  fiune :     Axul  if  they  be  not,  or  sefiife,  that 

«  the 
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LETTER  ^^  the  moft  qualified  in  the  parifh  ufe  and  read 
xxxiv  cc  the  fame. 

2.   "It  is  thought    neceffary  that    doftrine, 

preaching,  and  interpretation  of  fcripture  be  had 

and  ufed  privatley  in  quiet  houfes,  without  great 

conventions  of  the  people  thereto,  Awhile  after- 

**  ward  that  God    move   the    Prince    to   grant 

^^  public  preaching  by  faithful  and  true  minif- 

"  ters." 

On  the  firft  of  thefe  articles  it  has  been  de- 
bated, whether  the  book  of  common  prayer  there 
recommended  was  the  prayer-book  of  England, 
^ox  the  form  of  Geneva,  which,  when  it  appeared, 
was  called  the  Common  Order :  And  tho*  for  my 
own  part,  I  am  convinced  that  it  was  the  Englifh 
book,  either  firft  or  fecond  of  Edward  VI.  yet  I 
join  in  opinion  with  Bifhop  Keith,  that  the  decifion 
of  the  controverfy  either  way  is  not  material :  Since 
it  is  evident  on  the  very  face  of  the  article,  that 
a  common  form  of  prayer  to  be  read  publicly  in 
the  church  was  then  the  known  and  defired  mode 
of  worihip,  and  that  our  reformation  was  begun 
with,  and  founded  upoi^  a  liturgy  of  fome  kind 
and  in  fome  fhape  or  other.  This  is  the  main 
point  in  queftion  now-a-days  on  the  head  of  wor- 
fhip ;  and  the  example  of  the  Copgregalion  at 
this  time,  as  far  as  it  has  weight,  clearly  points 
out  what  fide  of  the  queftion  they  favour.  I 
fay,  as  far  as  this  example  has  weight :  For  I 
produce  it  only  as  argumenium  ad  bominem^  not 
as  effential  to  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  which  can 
be  defended  without  it.  Indeed  the  lawfulnefs 
and  expediency  of  fet  forms  of  prayer  in  the 
public  worihip  of  God,  is  a  theme  which  has 
been  largely  difcufled  by  many  an  able  pen,  and 
is  not  much  controverted  now  by  the  fenfible 
part'  of thofe  vhp  do  not  ufe  any. 

From 
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From  the  fecond   article  it  is  obfervable,  as  I  letter 
took  notice  in   the  hiftory   of  Mr.  Rough,   that  xxxiv. 
in  thofe   days,    preaching   and   hearing  fermons 
was  not,  as  now,  reckoned  a  part,  much  lefs  the 
whole  of  public  worfhip.     The  prayers   were  to 
be  read  publicly  in  the  parifh  kirks  on  Sundays 
and  holidays :   Preaching   was  to  be  performed 
privately  in  quiet  houfes,  without  great  conven- 
tion of  people,  and  no  fixed  time  mentioned,  but 
only,  it  would  feem,  when  it   could  be  conveni- 
endy    done.     Had  both  thefe  parts  of  this  fun- 
damental ordinance  of  our  Scottifh  reformation 
been  duly  attended  to,    it  had  prevented  much 
of  thofe   confufions  and  diforders,  which  that  age 
and  the  next  law  our   country  groaning   under 
for  a  number  of  years.     And  had  Mr.  Knox  on 
his   return    confined   himfelf  to   the   obfervance 
of  it,   as  he  well  and  warrantably  might  have 
done,  the  laudable  work  might,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility would,  have  been  carried  on  and  perfect- 
ed in  a  more  laudable  way,  ^nd  to   as  good  pur- 
pofe.     It  is  true,  fuch  a  quiet   compliance  with 
this   prudent   and  peaceable   appointment  would 
have  loft  him   much  of  that  applaufe  which   the 
"  pithinefs  of  his  conceived  prayers,*'  and  the 
fervency  of  his  bold  preachings,   procured  him 
among  his   admirers   both  then  and  fmce  ;  tho' 
to  balance  that  lois,  it  would  have  faved  much  of 
that  reproach  and  obloquy,  juft  or  not,    which 
his  memory  lies  under  with  many  to  this  day. 

In  confequence  of  this  new  determination 
among  the  reformers,  the  Earl  of  Argyle  took 
the  Carmelite  Douglas  to  be  his  chaplain,  and 
canried  him  to  the  Highlands  with  him.  At 
this  appearance  of  an  avowed  breaking  oflf  from 
the  eltablifbment^   the    Primate  Hamilton  wa^ 

highly 
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i.ETTRR  highly  offended,  and  wrote  to  Argylc  in  an  au- 
^^^^r[:  thoritative  manner,  but  with  more  difcretioa 
and  foftneis  than  had  been  ufual  in  fuch  cafes- 
before,  defiring  him  to  put  away  Douglas,  and 
promiling  to  fiirnifh  him  with  a  catholic  chaplain 
in  that  heretic's  (lead.  To  which  the  Earl  return- 
ed a  decent  and  mannerly  anfwer,  thanking  his 
Lordfliip  for  his  profeffions  of  kindnefe,  but  de- 
claring his  refolution  to  abide  by  what  he  had 
done,  and  not  be  kept  any  longer  in  that  ftatc 
of  ignorance  from  which  he  was  now  getting  free. 
In  this  correfpondence,  even  as  recorded  by  Knox, 
we  find  nothing  uncharaderiftic  on  either  fide* 
Kc!th.p.67.  The  Archbifhop  on  the  one  hand  holds  it  forth 
as  his  duty,  and  within  his  office,  to  fupprefs 
herefy,  and  prevent  fchifm,  and  the  Earl,  oa 
the  other  hand,  exprefTes  his  abhorrence  of  herefy 
or  fa£tion,  and  his  readinefs  to  produce  his  chap^ 
Win  at  proper  time  and  place,  to  give  account  of 
his  faith  and  doftrine,  whether  it  be  conform  to 
the  true  ftandard  or  not.  And  both  of  them 
behave  to  one  another  with  more  deference  and 
outward  politenefs  than  had  appeared  from  the 
Epifcopal  fide  for  fome  years  paft,  or  was  (hewn 
to  the  Epifcopal  fide  fome  years  after.  Yet, 
foon  after  this  correfpondence,  the  Primate, 
with  a  view  no  doubt  to  terrify  thefe  infulting 
preachers,  gave  way  to  the  rage  of  perfecution, 
and  renewed  the  old  rigour,  at  a  very  impro« 
per  time  indeed,  and  in  a  very  imprudent  man* 
ner. 

One  Walter  Miln,  who  in  his  younger  years 
had  travelled  into  Germany,  and  upoa  his  re« 
tarn  had  been  fettled  Prieit  at  the  kirk  of  Lunan 
in  Angus,  had,  upon  an  information  of  herefy 
in  the  time  of  Cardinal  Beton,  beea  forced  to 

abandon 
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abandon  his  charge,  and  had  abfconded  ever  fince :  letter 
But  being  now  apprehended  in  the  town  of  Dy-  ^^-^^'^ 
bitj  he  was  carried  to  St.  Andrews,  and  being 
brought  before  the  Archbifhop  and  fome  of  his 
fuSragans,  was  by  them  fentenced  to  the  flames, 
and  burnt  accordingly,  on  the  twenty  eighth  of 
April  1558.  He  was  a  worn-out  decrepit  man, 
of  eighty  two  years  of  age,  yet  exprefled  himfelf 
both  on  his  trial  and  at  the  ftake,  with  a  cou- 
rage and  compofure  that  amazed  his  very  ene- 
mies, and  among  the  lafl  words  that  he  fpoke, 
hoped  and  wiflied  he  might  be  the  lad  who  fhould 
foffer  death  in  the  land,  in  fuch  a  way  and  up- 
on fuch  an  account.  The  condemnation  of  thi& 
old  man,  who  had  been  in  a  manner  forgot  ten, 
and  by  the  courfe  of  nature  had  not  long  to 
live,  was  as  foolifli  a  ftep  as  the  clergy  had 
taken  of  a  long  while.  Yet  no  warning  had  any 
cffed  upon  them  ;  For  while  the  refentment  of 
diis  late  ftroke  of  ecclefiafl:ic  fevcrity  was  hot  in 
people's  minds,  they  were  fo  thoughtlefs  as  at- 
tempt their  yearly  proceflion  thro'  Edinburgh,  on 
the  feaft  of  St.  Giles,  the  patron  Saint  of  the 
city,  with  the  ufual  pomp  of  carrying  an  image 
of  the  Daunt  in  great  ftate  thro'  the  ftreets,  which 
upon  this  occafion  they  were  obliged  to  borrow 
from  the  Gray  Friars,  the  town's  image  having 
been  ftolen  fome  days  before.  But  the  mob 
foon  plucked  it  from  the  bearer,  and  threw  it  in 
the  dut,  then  broke  it  in  pieces,  and  fpoiled  the 
whole  pageantry.  What  a  ridiculous  blunder 
mil  this  in  the  ecclefiaftics,  when  they  knew 
what  a  torrent  of  oppofition  was  now  every  where 
let  loofe  againfl  images,  thus  to  infult  and  in- 
fiamc  an  ungovernable  populace  by  the  practice 
of  an  idle  ceremony,  which  might  have  beent 
Vx)L  IL  K  forborn 
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i.^TTER  fcrborn  without  any  hurt  to  either  their  intcreft, 
XXXIV-  Qj.  ^j^^jj.  i-eiigion  ? 

However,  when  they  had  recovered  from  the 
fright  of  this  affault,  they  put  on  a  face  of  con- 
,  fidcnce,  and  appointed  a  meeting  to  be  held  at 
Edinburgh  in  November  following.  All  the  in- 
tervening time,  both  parties  were  bufy  enough 
in  looking  after  their  refpective  concerns,  and 
the  Queen  Regent  ftill  endeavouring  to  manage 
and  keep  in  with  both,  tho'  with  as  much  of  a 
bias  to  the  old  way  as  was  confiftent  with  her 
prefent  views.  The  congregation  on  their  part 
drew  up  a  fupplication  to  her  in  a  ftrange  mixed 
ftyle  of  fubmiffion  and  thrcatning  ;  and  to  the 
fupplication  they  added  the  following  demands,. 
Kcith.p.80.  I.  "  That  it  may  be  lawful  to  meet  publicly 
or  privately  to  common  prayers  in  the  vulgar 
tongue.  2.  That  it  (hall  be  lawful  to  any 
**  qualified  perfon  to  interpret  fcripture  at  fuch 
*'  meetings.  3.  That  baptifm  and  the  Lord's 
"  fupper  be  adminiftcred  in  the  vulgar  tongue, 
*'  and  this  laft  in  both  kinds,  according  to  our 
"  Saviour's  inftitution.  4.  That  the  wicked  nd 
"  fcandalous  lives  of  churchmen  be  reformed 
•'  according  to  the  rules  contained  in  the  new 
•'  teflament,  the  writings  of  the  ancient  fiathers, 
^  and  the  godly  and  approved  laws  of  the  Em- 
•*  peror  Juflinian,  which  three  they  aie  willing 
(hall  decide  the  controverfy  between  them 
and  the  clergy  :  So  that  the  grave  and  godly 
"  face  of  the  primitive  church  may  be  reftor- 
•*  ed,  ignorance  expelled,  and  true  doftrine  and 
^^  good  manners  may  once  again  appear  in  the 
**  church  in  this  realm.** 

Thefe  demands  are  certainly  very  reafonable; 
and  the   propofing  fuch    an  authentic  and  or-< 

thodox 
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ihodox  ftandard  for  deciding  the  controverfy,  dif-  letter 
covers  what  true  Catholick  principles  prevailed  ^xxiv- 
as  yet  among  the  reformers,  notwithtlanding  of 
their  complaints  again (t  the  eflaDlifhment,  which 
they  wifli  to  be  rectified,  not  thrown  down.-— 
What  a  pity  it  was,  that  the  ftrain  of  the  fup- 
piication  was  not  correfponding  to  the  fi^bject  of 
it?  But  this  was  (till  the  misfortune,  owing  per- 
haps to  a  national  tierynefs  of  temper,  that  the 
diugreeable  manner  counteracted  the  realbnable 
matter  of  their  petitions,  and  was  more  cifedaal 
m  difgufting,  than  the  other  was  in  gaining 
over,  thofe  in  power  to  whom  they  were  ad- 
dreiTed.  The  lad  of  thefe  demands  fecms  in- 
deed to  have  an  invidious  aiped,  in  throwing 
fuch  a  random  afperfion  on  the  clergy  in  general. 
But  that  there  was  too  much  ground  for  it,  ap- 
pears from  the  complaints  of  even  their  own 
writers,*    which    fufficiently   (hew  that  the  de- 

K  2  mand 

*  There  is  exuot  a  piper  abont  this  time,  of  date  January  5, 
1 5*591  Qoder  the  titk  of  the  counfel  given  by  the  Dean  and  chap- 
ter of  Aberdeen  to  ray  Lord  Bilhop  of  Aberdeen  the  oidiniry, 
fwhowas  then  William  Gordon,  of  the  family  of  Hund ;)  at 
oisdeiire  for  reformation  to  be  made,  &c  and  figncd  by  Robcit 
EriidD  Dcao,  and  cine  of  the  Chapter,  among  whom  is  John 
LdKetbeQ  I^ufoo  of  Oyne,  and  afterwards  Bilhop  of  Rofs  :  In 
vhlchthcy  advife  "  that  my  Lotd  of  Abcideen  caufethe  kirk- 
"  mcQ  within  his  dioc^'s  to  reform  thenifclvcs  in  all  their  fcan- 
"  dilous  manner  of  living,  and  to  remove  their  open  concubines 
**  as  veil  great  as  fmall,  under  the  pains  contained  in  the  law 
**  and  ads  provincial^  and  the  Chapter  fhall  do  ficklike  among 
**  th.'i&y  as  well  on  thcmfelvcs,  as  their  fervants  and  thof^  under 
"  their  jurifUiiflioD  :"  And  then  after  fome  other  particnlais 
they  c  nclude  thus,  *•*  And  that  the  prcmifes  by  the:  help  of 
••  God  mav  take  the  better  efFecl,  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
•*  boaiUyand  n-artily  pray  and  exhorc  my  Lord  their  ordinary, 
**  ^  the  honour  of  God,  relief  of  his  own  confcience,  and  well 

•«  of 
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LFTTFii   mand  here  made  was  not  the  refult  of  ill-nature, 
XXXIV  j^^j  ^£  ^  general  necellity. 

The  ecclefiadic  convention  v/hich  met  at  Edin^ 
burgh  in  November  1558,  agreed  fo  far  to  thefe 
demands,  as  to  allow  prayers  to  be  ufed,  and  the 
facramenis  to  be  admiaiflered  in  the  vulgar 
tongue,  provided  the  reformers  would  keep  up 
the  mafs,  and  acknowledge  Purgatory  and  pray- 
ing to  the  faints.  But  this  they  neither  could 
nor  would  fubmit  to ;  as  indeed  what  was  ihus 
required  of  them,  was  far  more  material  and  in- 
terefting  to  both  parties,  tho*  from  different  views, 
than  ail  that  was  granted  to  them.  The  Regent 
for  her  part  kept  them  in  good  hopes,  and  to  ferve 
her  political  ends  allowed  them  for  the  prefent 
to  have  their  worlhip  in  their  own  language, 
with  this  only  exccpdon,  that,  for  preventing  tu- 
mults they  fliould  not  afl'emble  publicly  in  Edin- 
burgh or  Leith.  With  this  conceifion  they  feem- 
ed  to  be  latisfied,  and  for  a  while  behaved  fo 
quietly,  as  not  even  to  allow  Mr.  Douglas,  Ar- 
gylc's  Chaplain,  to  officiate  in  Leith  as  he  propof- 
.  t'd.     Soon  after  this  the  Parliament  met,  and  the 
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**  of  his  diocefs,  and  bccaufe  all  tlicy  that  are  contrarious  to 
the  religion  chriltian,  proniiic  faithful  obedience  to  the  Pre- 
lates, fo  that  they  amend  their  own  lives  and  their  infeiiors 
conform  to  the  law  of  God  and  holy  church,  that  therefore 
**  his  Lordilii))  would  be  fo  good  as  ftiew  good  and  edifying  ex- 
**  ample  in  fpecial,  in  lemoving  and  dif charging  himfelf  of  the 
**  comjjanyof the  gentlewoman  with  whom  he  isgreaily  danderedy 
*•  without  which  be  done,  the  obltinate  liiy  they  cam^ot  accept  coun- 
**  ill  and  corretition  from  him  who  will  not  coirtdl  himielf,  and 
**  that  his  Loidftiip  will  caufe  his  fervants  reform  themfelves, 
**  becaufe  next  himielf  it  is  meet  he  fhould  begin  at  his  own 
*<  hcufhold  :  all  which  being  done,  they  verily  believe  all  ihall 
•*  ccmc  well  to  the  honour  of  God  and  refoimaiicn  of  the  Dio- 
**  ces  of  Aberdeen,  and  they  promife  his  Lordlhip  their  hearty 
**  concurrence  to  the  utmoft  of  their  2>ower." 

Congregation 
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congregation  defigned  to  prefent  a  fuppHcation  to  LFTfEti 
that    fupreme   court,  much    to    the     fame   pur-  ^^^^^^^ 
pofe  with  that  which  had  been    laid   before  the 
convocation.     But   the   Queen    Regent,    by    her 
nfjal  excufe  of  the  neceffity  ihe  was  under,  to  court 
the  ecclefiaftical  ftate  for  their  confent  in  the  af- 
fidr  of  the  matrimonial  crown,  and  promifing  to 
befriend  them   when  that  point  was  gAincd,  got 
Acm  diverted  from  prefcnting  it  at  that  time. — 
Yet,  to  prevent  any  handle  which  might  be  taken 
3gainft  them  from  their  filence  on  this  occafion, 
they  drew    up  and  oiFered  a  proteftation,   which 
was  indeed  read  in  Parliament,  but  was   not,   as 
they  defired,  inferted  in  the  records.     Only  the 
Regent  told  them  (he  fhould  remember  their  pro- 
tcft,  and  put  a  good  end  to   all  things  that  were 
in  controverfy  among  them.     In  this  proteftation, 
as  recorded  by  Knox,  there  is  one  article  which 
does  not  altogether  correfpond  with  the  pacific  pro- 
feffions  that  have  hitherto  appeared  in  this  reform- 
ing congregation,  but    rather    feems  to  threaten 
the  violence   and    diforder   that   followed.     For 
they  proteft,  3dly   *'  that  if  any  tumult  or  uproar  Spotfwood, 
"  (hall  arife  among   the   members  of  this  realm  p*  * 
"  for  diverfity  of  religion,   and  if  it  ftiall  chance 
^  that  abufes    be    violently   Reformed,   that  the 
"  crime  thereof  be  not  imputed  to  us,  who   do 
**  now   moft   humbly    feek  all  to    be  reformed 
*'  by  an   order.     But   rather   whatever  inconve- 
"  nieiice  (hall  follow    for  lack    of  order    taken, 
"  may  be  imputed  to  thofe   that  do   refufe   the 
"  fame."     I  would  be  almoft   inclined  to  think 
that  this  writer  or   his  interpolator   had  fabricat- 
td  this  article  of  his    own  head,  as  I  am   forry 
to  find  fuch  a  turbulent  and   imprudent  declara- 
tion making  part  of  a  paper  which,  in   imitation 
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LETTER 
XXXIV- 


LETTER       XXXIV. 


'John  Knox  continues  io  fupport  the  Reformers 
7 bey  fubfcribe  a  Bond  of  Union^  and  Jlyle  them* 

Jelves  the  Congregation Proceedings  againjl 

fhgfn Burning  of  Walter  Miln^anaged  Priejl 

Various  demands  of  the  Congregation 

Condu£l  of  the  ^een  Regent  towards  them 
Confequences  of  her  Breach  of  Promife. 


WHEN  John  Knox  left  Scotland,  as  men- 
tioned in  my  laft  letter,  the  preach- 
ing bufinefs  was  carried  on,  tho*  not  with  fo 
much  fpirit,  as  when  he  was  prefent,  by  a 
few  of  his  party  ;  by  Harlaw  and  Willocks  in 
Leith  and  Edinburgh,  by  a  Paul  Methven  about 
Dundee,  and  in  the  Weft,  by  a  John  Douglas  an 
old  Carmelite  Friar.  Thefe  are  all  that  we  hear 
of  for  fome  time ;  and  no  great  danger,  it 
might  have  been  thought,  was  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  them.  Yet  the  Bifhops,  feeing  them 
beginning  to  form  ftated  meetings,  and  fearing 
their  increafe  if  not  checked  in  time,  petition- 
ed 
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&i    the   Regent   to    call  the    preachers  before  LETTRa 
ihe  council,    and   arraign    them    for  convening  xxxiv. 
the  lieges  againft   her  authority.     But  when  the  ^^^^^^"^*^ 
day  of  appearance   was  come,   fuch  numbers  of  Kcitb.F.65. 
people  flocked   together,   and    the     Queen   was 
fo  daringly  menaced  by  fome  of  the  ringleaders 
that  the  diet  was  difcharged,   and  a  promife  given 
that  the  preachers   fhould   meet  with  no  harm* 
And  now  the  party,   finding  their  ftrength  on  the 
growing  hand,  thought  it  time  to  put  Knox  in 
mind  of  his  promife  at  parting,  and  to  recall  him 
to  his  former  charge  among  them :  Which  they 
did  by  a  letter  dated  from   Stirling,  and  figned 
by  the  Earl  of  Glencaim,  the  Lord  Lorn,  John  March  i?. 
Hrfkin  of  Dun,  and  James  Stuart  Prior  of  St*  4.0.1557- 
Andrews.     When    Knox  received  this  letter,  he 
again  confulted  Calvin  and  his  colleagues,  who 
all  with  one  confent  gave  fentence,  that  he  could 
not  refiife  that  vocation,  *'  unlefs   he  would  de- 
««  clare  himfelf  rebellious   to  his  God,   and  un- 
**  merciful  to  his  country  :**    On  v.  hich  he  re- 
turned anfwer,  '^  that  he  would  vifit  them  with 
all  expedition,  fo  foon  as  he  might  put  order 
to  that  dear  flock  committed  to  his  charge*" 
"What  a  pother  this  man  (till  makes  about  calls 
and  charges  ;  yet  how  frequently  he  flies  from 
one  flock  to  another  ?  Since  he  got  out  of  con- , 
finement  in  France,  he  had  been  in  Berwick^  in 
NewcaiUe,  in  London,    and  elfewhere  in   £ng« 
land,  in    Frankfort,  in   Geneva,    in   Edinburgh 
and  various  parts  of  Scotland,  back  to  Geneva, 
and  now  on  his  return  to  Scotland  again,  con- 
neded,  on  his  own  principles,   with  nine  or  ten 
different  flocks,  and  all  in  the    fpace   of  feven 
or  dght  years.     This  looks   as  if  he   had  been 
an  Apoftie  indeed*    entrufted  with  the  care  of 

I  2  all 
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LEiTEP  as  confeffedly  different  from  the  old  eucharifticfa 
L^^^v  fervice  of  that  church,  and  unfupported  by  the 
liturgical  practice  of  the  firft  five  hundred  years^ 
it  was  no  advantage,  in  point  of  argument,  ta 
our  reforming  focicty,  to  be  lb  forward  as  they 
were,  in  painting  it  out  under  the  odious  co- 
lours of  fcriptural  idolatry,  ^"or  tho'  that  ftretch- 
of  declamation  ferved  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  vulgar,  who  could  not  enter  into  the  merits 
of  the  caufe,  it  could  not  but  harden  the  judici- 
ous and  fcnfible  part  of  the  people,  to  hear  fuch 
a  facred  and  folemn  aflair  fpoken  of  in  fuch  a  dif^ 
gulling  and  irreverent  maimer.  And  if  the  zeal 
of  reformation  had  led  them  to  employ  the  fer- 
vor of  their  eloquence  againft  every  prefumptive 
fpecies  of  idolatry,  there  was  one  at  that  time  too 
prevalent  among  thcmfelvcs,  as  well  as  among 
their  opponents,  which  they  would  have  been  as 
laudably  employed  in  rooting  out  of  peoplefs 
hearts,  even  covctoufncfs,  which,  without  any 
force  of  interpretation,  an  Apoftle  exprefsly  fays 
is  idolatry.  Be  in  this  what  will,  it  was  a  nuC- 
taken  confidence  on  both  fides  which,  as  I  faid^ 
prevented  a  proper  difcuflion  of  the  queflion^ 
and,  as  is  common  in  all  fuch  cafes,  both  parties 
boailed  of  their  own  fuccefs  in  the  unavailing 
correfpondence. 

About  the  fame  time  too,  and  with  a  view  ftiil 
to  fettle  matters,  the  Queen  Regent  advifed  the  Pri- 
mate to  call  a  national  council  of  all  the  Prelates 
and  learned  clergy  in  the  realm,  that  they  might 
ftrive  to  provide  fome  method  for  healing  the 
prefent  fores,  and  reftoring  peace  to  the  church 
and  (late.  Accordingly  they  met  at  Edinburghf. 
on  the  fecond  of  March ;  and  this  was  the  laft 
national  fynod  of  that  church  that  ever  Scotland 

law. 
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bw.    To  this  fynod  the  congregation  gave  inLErmt 
fame  articles  of  reformation,  defiring  i.  "That  ^^', 
"  pubiick  prayers  be  ufed,   and  the  facraments    ""^*^ 
^  miniilered,  in    the  vulgar  tongue.      2.  That 
"  Biihops  be  elected  by  confent  of  the  gentry 
"  of  the  diocefs,  and  parilh  priefts  by  content  df 
^  the  parifhioners.     3.  That  fuch  incumbents  as 
**  are  infufficient  for  difcharging  the*  paftoral  of- 
"  fices,  be  deprived  of  their  benefices,  and  others 
^•pot    into    their    places,  who  (hall    be    found 
*•  qualified  and  willing  to  inftruft  the  people  by 
**  cooilant  and  daily  preaching.     4.  That  all  im- 
"  moral  or  unlearned   churchmen  be  excluded 
"  from  adminiftration  of  the  facraments,   and  all 
"  other  ecclefiaftical  funftion."     Here  again  we 
meet  with  nothing  .  that  can    be   called  altoge- 
ther unreafonable,  or  could  be  faid  to  look  like  a 
dcfign  of  a  total  breaking  off  from  church  obe- 
dience, or  overturning  the  old  model  of  church 
rremment.     And  it  might  have  been  hoped,  that 
many    neighbouring  examples  of  late  would 
iuiTe  induced  the  fynod  to  pay  fome  regard  to 
thefe  requefts.     But  nothing  of  that  kind  had  any 
weight  with  them :    For  to  the  firft  they  anfwer*. 
ed,  *^  that  they  could  not  difpenfe  with  ufing  any 
^  language    but  Latin  in  the  pubiick  prayers,  as 
•*  being  appointed  by  the  church  under  mod  fe- 
^  vere  penalties,  which  cannot  be  infringed  with- 
"  ont  violating  the  majefty  of  God."    To  the 
feooad,  ^  that  what  is  decreed  by  the  Canon  law, 
^  concerning  the  eiedion  of  Bifhops  and  Paftors, 
^  ought  to  be  maintained  entire,  becaufe  the  ekcf- 
**  lion  of  Bifliops  being  a  ptivilege  of  the  erown 
^  with  c^nfefit  of  the  Pope,  to  determine  any  thing 
*•  in  oppofition  thereto  when  the  Queen  was  fo 
^  Jduag,  would  be  indifcreet  to  her,  and  a  trea- 
Vol.  IL.  L.  '^  fonable 


iiiewed  a  fixed    refolutio 
concellion.     In   the  artic 
of  the  clergy,  they  had 
from  what  they  pretend* 
young  and  abfent  foverei, 
ged  it  with  bringing  in  \ 
non  law,  and  the  confent 
but  an  artful  colouring  \ 
as  they  knew  how  the  Pof 
in  faft  frequently  exercifet 
of  benefices,  not  only  witl 
the  fovereign*8  confent,     ] 
requeft,  whether  proper  tc 
a  proof  that  hitherto   the) 
the  office,  title,  or  preceden 
but    only  in  this,  as    in 
defured  to  have  their  eleftio 
their  office,  put  under  whj 
and  neceifary  regulations : 
ing  formal  notice  of  it,  eve 
a  refufal,  is  a  teftimony  th 
rel  with  them  on  that  fcox 
of  intending  a  total  reje£tio 
;ever,  this    peremptorv  H^* 
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lie  tumults  ind  irreparable  diforders  which  fo  letter 
foon  followed,  and  which,  as  I  obferved  before,  ^^^^v. 
60m  the  third  article  of  their  publick  protefta-  ^^^^'^'^. 
don,  feem  to  have  been  conditionally  threaten- 
ed 

For  now  the  Regent,  having  carried  her  two 
capital  projeds,  by  keeping  pretty  fair  hitherto 
wuh  both  parties,  and  finding  the  churchmen, 
iriiom  Ihe  always  favoured,  beginning  to  exert 
d^emfeives  with  what  (he  thought  a  becoming 
ipirit  and  vigour,  refolved  tp  fupport  them  with 
the  royal  authority.  And  when  the  congrega- 
tioQ  feat  the  Earl  of  Glencairn  and  Sir  Hugh  * 
Campbell  of  Loudon,  to  folicit  the  continuance 
of  her  promifed  indulgence,  ihe  gave  them  fuch 
aa  aafwer  as  made  them  apprehend  a  dorm 
Kady  to  fall  upon  them,  which  was  like  wife 
hafteoed,  fooner  perhaps  than  otherwife  it  would 
ha?e  been,  by  one  of  their  minifters  being  hardy 
enough  to  preach  publicly  in  the  town-kirk  of 
PertL  This  raifed  her  indignation  to  the  high* 
eft  pitch ;  and  when  Lord  Ruihven,  the  Provoft 
of  the  town,  whom  ihe  had  ordered  to  go  and 
diaiBfe  thefe  innovations,  told  her  he  had  no 
power  over  people's  confciences,  ihe  vowed  in 
great  wrath'  tp  make  both  him  and  them  repent 
it,  and  immediately  gave  orders,  by  the  advice 
of  her  council,  to  fummon  all  the  miniders  to 
appear  before  her  at  Stirling  on  the  tenth  of 
May.  But  when  ihe  got  account  what  vail  num- A.Dii559. 
ben  of  both  gentry  and  commonalty  were  pre- 
puing  to  attend  their  preachers  to  the  diet,  ihe 
bearkened  to  the  Laird  of  DunVinterceilion,  and 
dcfired  him  to  periuade  them  to  difperl'e,  with 
a  folemn  promife  that  the  diet  ihould  not  be 
hdd,nor  any   prejudice  done  to   the  preachers. 

L  2  This 


iiume :  Only  a   few   gen 
miniflers  remained   at  P 
came,  and   none  of  the 
were  all  denounced   reb« 
hibited,  under  pain  of  t 
bour,  or  in  any  fhape  en 
the  worfl  and  moil  unji 
the  Regent  took,  and  v^ 
it,  as  it  is  not  likely  fhe 
a  ftep  without  advice,  hav( 
fcquences  of  it  to  anfwer  fo 
who  was  a  man  univerfall^ 
tegrity,  was  highly  offend 
inltance  of  double  dealing, 
danger  to  his  own  perfon  2 
withdrew  with  all  privacy 
eaiily  apologized  for  the  s 
and  informed  his  friends  t 
the  Regent  and  council  w 
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LETTER       XXXV. 


Join  Knox  Joins  the  Congregadon  at  Perth  ■ 
Jnd  begins  the  Dejirudion  of  the  Churches  and 
MonafierieS'-^-^^ReflecHons  on  the/e  Acts  of  Vio-' 
knee'— ^Further  Proceedings  of  the  Congtega^ 

tion Continued  Demolition  of  Churches^  &€• 

-'—^Tbe  Lords  of  the  Congregation  after  vari^ 
ws  Treaties^  deprive  the  J^een  of  the  Regency 
On  the  Arrival  of  Troops  from  England  to 
af^  the  Congregation,  jbe  takes  Shelter  in  tb§ 
Cafile  of  Edinburgh y  and  dies  there* 


XT7HILE  the  minds  of  the  reformers  were 
VV  ii^  ^hat  ferment,  which  the  Queen's 
breach  ofpromife,  and  dieir  own  danger  had 
occafioned,  it  happened,  (whether  luckily  or  un- 
kckily,  let  different  parties  fay)  that  John  Knox 
arrived  from  France.  We  had  left  this  champion 
of  the  caufe  fome  time  ago  at  Dieppe,  fadly  vex- 
ed at  the  difappointment  he  had  met  with,  but 
fiill  waiting  a  favourable  opportimity  to  renew 

his 


;-"r.     ihis    was  a    fevoi 

«  had  happened    unlucki 

wmten   and  publifted   a 

«e  government  of  wome 

ftoteftant  Elizabeth   Z 

^  the  Popift  Mary  hid    I 

^to  remove   theVr^vo 

^th  tH,  eonvenienf  wj, 

«  "  ^^  ^'''"^  roe  either  en 

„  regiment  of  her  whom  Go 
ed,  they  are  utterly  decJ, 

**  miraculous  worfc  If  /^  ? 
«  flitted   by   Z   L""^  ^^' 

**  ledge,  a/d  I  wilT^r  "f  ^ 
**  potent  hand  ^1?"^  *''« 
^  ^/«  -ercy,  To /iS.  !!P  .^ 
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own  abilities,  on  any  fide  of  a  queftion  which  he  letter 
Aoiiid  fee  convenient   to  efpoule.  XXXV. 

Ha?ing  therefore,  by  this  feafonable  piece  of 
ibpfaiftical  flattery,  opened  aNdoor  for  the  freedom 
of  getting  home,  and  for  anfwering  any  other  ex- 
igencies that  might  occur,  he  took  his  departure 
£ix>m  Dieppe,  and  on  the  fecond  of  May  reach« 
cd  Edinburgh,  where  flaying  only  two  nights, 
be  proceeded  to   Dundee,  to  comfort  the  bre- 
thren there,   and  from  thence  to  Perth,  where 
ibe  convention  above  mentioned  had  aifembled. 
This  was   a  very  critical  iundure,  and  the  pre- 
sence  of  fuch   a  powerful    and  zealous    orator 
would  be  mod  acceptable  ;  fo  upon  the  eleventh 
of  May,   being  called  upon  to  mount  the  puU 
pit,  he  failed  not  to  declaim  on  the  ufual  theme 
of  idolatry,  and  to  fhew    what  pofitive  precepts 
there  were  for    deflroying    all  inftruments   and 
places  of  it.     Immediately  after  fermon  one  of  the 
cftablifhed  clergy  very  foolifhly  ventured  to  ex- 
pofe  an  image  that  was  in  the  kirk,  to  try  how 
the  people's  affections  flood  that  way,  after  Knox's 
Tdiement    harangue    on    the    fubjed.     At    this 
one  of  the   byflanders    exprefling  fome  difguil, 
die  Pried  rafmy  gave  him  a  blow,  and  in  return 
the  odier  threw  a  flone  and  broke  the  image* 
The  enraged  populace  looked  upon  this  as  a  lig- 
nal  for  attack  ;  fome  fell  upon  the  Priefl,  who 
hid  much  ado  to  efcape  with  his  life,  others  ran 
to  die  altar,   and  defaced  whatever  they  thought 
had  the  appearance  of  fuperftition*     In   a  little 
^Aile  CTeat    numbers  aflfembled,    ^^  not   of  the 
**  gcntiemen  nor    of  fuch  as  were  eameft  pro- 
fdtors,"  fays  Knox,  **  but  of  the  rafcally  multi* 
**  tude,"  and  finding  nothing  to  do  in  the  town's 
church,  they  ran  to'  the  Francifcan  and  Domi* 

nican 
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LCTTKU  nican  Monafteries,  which  they  bxirfl  open,  aad  foon 

XXXV.  fpoiled  of  all  that  was  in  them,  leaving  nothing 

(•V^Jbut  the  bare  walls.     From  them  they  marched 

in  triumph  to  the    Carthufian  Monaftery,  com« 

monly  called  the  Charterhoufe,  which  they  pluiw 

dered  in  the  like  manner,  and  then  fo  completely 

demoliihed  that  noble  building,  that  in  two  days 

fcarce  a  veftige  of  it  was  to  be  feen.     Mr.  Knox 

'Jth.p.85.  boafts  much  of  the  difmtereftednefs  of  this  rafcally 

multitude,   as  he  calls  them,   in  laying  no  hands 

on  the  rich    fpoil  for  themfelves,    "  their  con- 

fciences,"  he  fays,    "  being  fo  beaten  with  the 

word,  that  they  had  no  refped  to  their  own 

particular  profit,  but  only  to  aboliih  idolatry 

**  and  all  places  and  monuments  thereof  :**    And 

the  modern  admirers  of  thefe  doings  ftill  lay  hold 

of  this,  as  a  glorious  inflance  of  felf-denial  in  thefe 

confcientious    reformers.      Tho'  after    all,  there 

ieems  to  be  nothing  in  it  but  what  may  be  eaiily 

accounted  for,  from  the  unpremeditated  fury  of  a 

thoughtlefs   mob,  whether  Popifli  or  Proteflant, 

and  which   has  been   exemplified  by  all   profeffi- 

ons,  both  before  that  time  and  fince,  upon  fundry 

occafions,  where  it  has  been  feen,  that  a  prefent 

fit  of  zeal  or  ill-nature,  when  it  has  filenced  con* 

fcience,  has  got  the  better  of  avarice  alfo.  * 

However, 

*  Of  this,  befides  what  has  been  in  our  own  day,  and  within 
the  compafs  of  almolt  every  one's  ka^wledge,  we  have  a  quite 
fimilar  inflance  that  happened  in  Knox's  lifetime^  and  even 
among  a  fet  of  Popifh  idolaters  and  image  worfluppers.  In  the 
hiftory  of  Charles  V.  by  Principal  Robertfon,  we  are  told,  that 
in  the  infurredions  in  Spain,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  **  a 
**  tamuhuous  ipirit  feized  the  inhabitants  of  Burgos,  Zamorat 
**  and  feveral  other  cities,  and  tho'  their  reprefentadves  faved 
**  themfelves  by  flight,  ihcy  were  burnt  in  effigy,  their  hou&s 
**  razed  to  the  ground,  and  then*  effects  confumcd  by  fire :  And 

w  fuch 
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However  the  deftroying  work  was  now  begun ;  letter 
and  this  attempt  at  Perth,  as  it  was  the  firft  fruits  XXXV^ 
of  Mr.  Knox's  appearance  after  his  return  from 
exile,  before  which  we  find  no  fymptom  of  fuch 
a  daring  and  riotous  fpirit,  fo  it  was  an  introduc- 
tion to   all  the  lawlefs   and  unchridian  violence 
of  the  kind  that   followed.     I   am  fir  from  ap- 
proving, or  pretendinor    to  vindicate    thefe   mo- 
naftic  inftitutions,  which  feem  to  have  been  be- 
gun without  neceflity,  and  carried    on  in  fuch  an 
irregul^  and  unbecoming  manner,  as  gave  great 
offence  to  all  lovers  of  decency  and  good  order^ 
Yet  I  cannot  help   looking  upon  this  horrid  mc-* 
thod  of  putting  an  end  to  them,  as  an  aft  of  the 
mod  favage  barbarity,  and  moft   palpable  injuf- 
tice  in  the  perpetrators,  who  had   no  more  right, 
either  bv  the  law  of  God  or  man,  to  drive  a  monk 
out  of  his  cell,  than  to  take  Mr  Knox's  coat  off 
lus  back.     At  the  fame  time,  I  cannot  altogether 
job  in  the  outcry  which  the  Popifli   party  have 
made  about  the   facrilegious  guilt   of  thus   delX 
troying  or  taking  away  what  had  been  once  given 
to  Goid :  For,  before  the  force  of  this  charge  be 
fttftained,  it  ought  to  be  made  appear  that  God 
bad  accepted  the  donation,  led  our  Saviour'^  ap^ 
pliation  of  the  pharifaical   pretence    of  Corban 
ikould  hold   good,    as    perhaps,   upon  enquiry,, 
vould  be  found  to  have  been  too  often  th^  c^de,. 

**  Cxh  was  the  honor  vhich  the  people  had  conceif  ed  againft 
**  ibea  u  betiayert  of  the  public  liberty,  that  oot  one  ia  thefe 
**  Scamom  multitudes  would  touch  any  thing,  however  valu- 
^  ik,  that  had  belonged  to  them."  What  word  was  it,  we  might 
akitbaitheconrdeoces  of  thefe  licentious  multitudes  were  beaten 
^ttihat  lime,  if  indeed  they  had  any  pretence  to  confcience 
at  aH|  which  it  is  much  to  be  fufpeded  is  aflccp  09  every  fuch  oc-. 

Vol.  IL  M  \VK 
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LETTER  in  mod  of  thefe  monadic  foundations.  It  is  true, 
XXXV.  thefe  buildings  and  lands  were  dedicated  to  reli- 
gious ufes  by  their  devout  founders,  and  fo  may 
be  thought  to  have  been  unalienably  appropriat- 
ed to  fuch  purpofes.  But  it  is  equally  true,  that 
fuch  appropriations  are  things  merely  external, 
and  not  eflential  to  religion  as  fuch ;  and  conie- 
quently  may,  without  any  real  prejudice  to  the 
fubftance  of  it,  be  feparated  from  it,  when  and 
how  thofe  in  proper  authority,  whoever  they  arc 
(hall  fee  expedient.  Yet  that  this  ^'  raically  muU 
**  titude"  at  Perth,  I  ufe  their  own  Knox's  lan- 
guage, had  authority,  or  were  excufable,  either 
before  God  or  man  for  what  they  did,  I  neither 
can  nor  ever  will  acknowledge,  tho'  it  is  not 
to  be  denied  that  defirable  enough  effeds  have 
been  oftimes  produced  even  by  wicked  indru- 
ments.  In  a  word,  to  fliut  up  what  may  be  laid 
on  this  difagreeable  fubjed,  I  am  for  my  own 
part  entirely  of  his  mind,  who  faid  **  he  would 
**  neither  build  a  nwnadery,  nor  dedroy  one/' 
After  this  bold  but  (hameful  dep  towards  a 
reformation  at  Perth,  mod  of  the  dranger  people 
we  are  told  went  home,  and  Mr.  Knox  was 
left  in  the  town  to  indru£^  the  flock,  becaufe,  as 
he  fays,  and  it  is  the  trued  chara&er  he  could 
give  them,  whatever  meaning  he  had  under  it, 
*^  they  were  young  and  rude  in  Chrid/*  What 
the  nature  of  his  indru^ons  was,  we  may  judge 
from  the  eSk&A  they  produced.  In  die  mean 
time,  the  congregation  underdanding  that  the  Re- 
gent was  makmg  preparations  for  punifhing  this 
riotous  infurre&on,  reaflembled  at  Perth,  aad 
wrote  a  letter  to  her  in  fuch  terms  as,  inftead  of 
craving  pardon  for  the  outrage  of  a  fooHfli  mob, 
feemed  defigned  rather  to   vindicate  what  they 

had 


OF    SC  OTL  AN  D. 


9« 


had  done,  and  openly  dare  and  defy  the  Magif-  lettbr 

trate.  *    Nor  is   this  much  to  be   wondered  at,  XXXV. 

if  ve  conflder  that  the  churchy  in   which  they 

had  been  bred,  had  been  at  pains,  thro*  a  courfe 

of  years,  by  exalting  the  fpiritual  power  above  the 

temporal,  to  fink  the  fov^eign  in  the  people's 

eyes,  and  to  diminifli  the  relped  due    to  him, 

wh^-ever  what  they  were  pleafed  to  call  religion 

was  concerned.  ^ 

Befides   this  letter  to  the  Regent,  they  wrote 

aUb  to  the  commander  of  the  French  forces  in 

Scotland,  warning  him  not  to  proceed  to  harfh 

meafures  againft  them  :  And  to  the  Nobility  who 

were  at  court,  jufUfying  what  they  had  done  at 

Perth,  as   being  done  at  God's  commandment, 

and  telling  them,  that   '^  tho'  all  authority  efla- 

^  bliflied  by  God  is  good,  and  to  be  obeyed  of  all 

^  naen,  onder  pain  of  damnation,  yet  they  ought 

^  to  underiland  there  is  a  great  difference  be« 

^  tween  the  authority,  and  the  perfons  of  thofe 

*   How  unlike  is  this  conduct  to  that  of  the  chriilian  people  of 
Amiochy  in  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Theodofius  the  firfti  after 
an  iofok  upon  his  authority  by  the  rafcally  muhitude  of  the  city, 
in  icfiifiag  his  edidb»  and  throwing  down  and  defacing  the  pub- 
lic ibtscs  fct  ap  in  honour  of  him  ?   And  how  different  is  the 
bollyiogliiunour  of  Knox,  (who,  we  may  prefume,  if  not  the  ori- 
^Dal&amer,  was  at  leaft  concerned  in  the  penning  of  that  pro- 
▼okiDg  letter^)  from  the  amiable  and  fubmifEve  deportment  ot  the 
Aackchiaa  BiAop  Flaviaaus  upon  this  dangerous  occaiion  ? 
Thb  Teocnble  old  prehte,  in  the  dqKh  of  winter,  took  a  jonrocy 
ef  nany  baadred  miles,  from  Aodoch  to  Conftantinople,  where 
iisEaiperor  refided*  and  there  proArating  himfelf  befoQp  him>  fo 
noOiEea  and  wrought  upon  the  incenfed  monarch,  by  fuch  a  tru- 
hdffiiBaiiipecch  as  deferves  to  be  engraven  on  brais,  and  by  of* 
ttriag  his  own  gray  head  a  vidlim  for  his  hean-broken  iiock». 
tehe  aot  only  obtained  a  full  pardon  for  the  heinous  offence, 
htt  cfCB  drew  tears  of  compaifion  from  the  Emperor's  eyes. 

M  2  **  placed 
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MiTFER  "  placed  in  authority :"  *     And  that  the  church*. 

XXXV.  men  might  not  pretend  they  had  beeii  taken  una- 
wares, they  directed  a  letter  to  them  too,  under 
this  peculiar  addrefs,   "  To  the  generation  of  An* 
tichrift,    the  peftilent  Prelates,   and  their  (ha- 
velings  within  Scotland,  the    congregation   of 
*'  Chrirt  Jefus  within  the  fame  faith  ;'*  ofderin 
them  to   defift  from  their  former  cruelties,  an 
threatning  them  with  the  fevereft  vengeance  of  re- 
taliation, if  they  do  not.     Notwithftanding  all  this 
the  Regent  made  ready  her  forces  to  attack  Perth  ; 
But  by  the  mediation  of  friends,  a  compromife 
was  made,  in  confequence  of  which  (he  got  accefs 
to  it  in   a  peaceable   manner,    and  the  congre- 
gation left  it,   after   having  entered   into  a  new 
bond   of  aflbciation,  on  the  laftday  of  May. 

Here  again  the  Regent  unluckily  took  fome 
tneafures  which  the  oppofite  party  deemed  a 
breach  of  the  agreement,  on  which  the  Earl  of 
Argylc  and  the  Prior  of  St.  Andrews,  who  the* 
of  the  congregation,  had  hitherto  adhered  to 
the  Oueen,  deferted  her  and  joined  their  friends. . 
On  the  fourth  of  June,  the  Regent  with  her 
Imall  army  went  to  Falkland,  and  the  Lords  of 
the  congregation,  with  Mr.  Knox  in  their  com- 
pany, moved  to  Crail,  where  on  the  ninth  he 
preached,  and  on  the  tenth  iat  Anftruther,  in  both 
which  towns  his  preaching  brought  about  the 
breaking  down  of  altars  and  images,  "  but  ftill/* 
he  fays,  **  with  more  anger  than  avarice."  On 
the  morrow  being  Sunday,  he  marched  with  his 
party  to  St.   Andrews  j   and  there  in  fulfihnent 

*  A  dinindHon  this  of  a  new  coinage,  which  was  afterwards 
put  in  pra^ice  by  a  fet  of  mcoy  who  **  fought  for  the  Kmg 
««  againft  Charles  Stuart." 

of 
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of  a  prcdiQioh  which  now  for  the  firfl:  time  he  letter 
he  boafts  of  having   made  in  his  exile,   that  he  XXXV. 
would  preach  there  in  open  audience   before  he  v^-orNi/ 
died,  and  in  defpite  of  the  Archbiftiop,  who,  tho' 
attended  with  a  hundred  men  in  arms,  durft   not 
oppofc  him,  Ke  preached   fuch  a  fermon,  on  the  SrotfjrtxMK 
khjeOt  of  our   Saviour's  driving  the  buyers  and  p*  '*♦• 
fellers  out  of  the  temple,  that   immediately  after 
the  people  fpoiled  all  the  churches  in  the  town, 
and  levelled  the  Dominican  and  Francifcan  mo- 
laftcries  to  the  ground.     Let  it  be  obferved  here, 
that  this  was  done  on  a  Sunday,  under  Mr.  Knox's 
eye,  and  at  his  inftigation,  and  that  too  not  by  a 
"  rafcally  multitude,*'   as  at  Perth,  but  by  the 
Provoft  and    Baillies,   with  the  whole   town  at 
their  heels.     Was  this  employment  for  the  Lord's 
day?    Was   it    a   work    of   either    neceflity    or 
mercy  ?  Or,  had  it  been  both,  might  it  not  have 
deferred  till  to-morrow  ?    Could  there  have  been 
a  greater  profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  than  this  ? 
And  how  would  Mr.  Ejiox  have  thundered  out  all 
,  the  curies  of  fcripture,  and  all  the  oratory  of  Bil- 
Kngfgate,  againft  a  lefs  profanation  of  it  in  an 
oppofitc  caufe  ?  Belides,  the  impudent  application 
of  our    Saviour's  example,    who   w'as    Lord   of 
the  Sabbath  and  temple  both,  and  had  hereditary 
right  to  turn  whom  he  pleafed  out  of  his  Father's 
houfe,  did  that  example  either  entitle  or  warrant 
Knox  and  his  party  to  throw  down  the  houfe,  be- 
caufc  of  the  corrupt  ufe  that  was  made  of  it  ?  But 
It  vas  his  orders,    and  in  thofe   days  that  was 
enough,  on  Sunday  or  any  day,  to  deftroy  what- 
CTcr  he  thought  fit  to  call  idolatry. 

When  account  of  this  havock  was  brought  to 
the  Regent  at  Falkland,  (he  marched  on  the 
Morrow  with  her  troops  towards  Cupar,  and  was 

met 
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JITTER  met  by  the  other  party  with    their  army,  at  a 
^XXV.  moor  near  that  town.     But  without  coniing  to 
^^^v^^  an  engagement,  :inother  ceilation  of  hoftilities  wa$ 
patched  up,  and  both  armies  retired.     Mean  time 
the  people  of  Perth  were  complaining  of  the  hard* 
fliips  which  they  fufFered  from  the  C^een's  ^air- 
rifon  there,  upon  which   the  Lords  marched  iii 
a  body  to  their  relief,  and  on  the  twenty   fifth 
being  Sunday  again,  they  drove  out  the  garrifon, 
and  reinftalled  Lord  Rutbven  in  the  Provoftfhip 
of  the  town.     The  next  day  they  deftroyed  the 
fine  abbey  and  royal   palace  of  Scoon  in   that 
neighbourhood,    with    the    Bifhop    of   Moray'^ 
-  lodgings,,  in  fpite  of  Mr.  Knox's  pretended  re« 
monftrances  againft  it.     From  this  exploit  they 
polled  next  to  Stirling,  to  prevent  the  Regent's 
getting  poITeflion  of  that  pafs,  and  there  deftroy- 
ed all  the  religious   places,  and  among  the  reft: 
the  famous  abbey  of  Cambulkenneth.    After  three 
days  abode  at  Stirling,  on  this  defolating  bufinefs^ 
they  fet  forward  to  Edinburgh,  for  reformation 
to  be  made  there,  as  Knox  calls  it.     But  by  the 
way  they  halted  a  little  at  lanlithgow,  where  they  ' 
made  the  fame  thorough   work   as  at  Stirling: 
And  tho',  they  were  not  above  three  hundred  m. 
number,  their  approach  ftruck  fuch  a  terror  at 
Edinburgh,  that  the  Queen  and  Lord  Seton  the 
Provoft  left  the  city  to  the  will  of  the  reforxn- 
ing  party  in  it,  who,  before  the  end  of  June  that 
the  Lords  from  Stirling  came  up,  had  ruined  all 
the  monafteries  in  and  about  the  town,  excqit 
the  abbey  of  Holyroodhoufe,  which  they  only 
foith.p.94.  plundered,  ^  fo  that,"  fays  Knox,  "  we  were  the 
^*  lels  troubled  with  putting  order  to  thefe  places." 
But  now  is  it  not  amazing  how  fuch  an  unheard^* 
of  devaftation  could  have  indeed  been  effe&uated 

in 
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in  the  flioit  fpace  of  fcvcn  weeks,  from  the  eleventh  letter 
I  of  May,  when  they  began  at  Perth,  to  the  end  XXXV, 
,  of  June,  in  which  time  near  to  twenty  of  thefe 
religious  £ibrics  had  been  laid  in  ruins  in  diffe- 
rent places,  and  fcarce  a  drop  of  blood  fpilt  in 
the  whole  bufinefs !  Strange,  that  none  of  the 
zealots  on  the  other  fide  would  (land  up  in  the 
Quarrel,  and  ri(k  a  few  lives  in  defence  of  their 
venerable  images,  tho'  not  many  years  ago,  they 
bad  taken  fo  many  lives  for  but  feeming  to  fpeak 
Gghtly  of  them !  I  know  there  are  fome,  who  will 
very  readily  bring  in  the  hand  of  God  here, 
and  perhaps  it  cannot  be  well  accounted  for  any 
other  way:  Yet  if  we  admit  fuch  an  interpofi* 
tion  of  providence,  it  ought  to  be  confidered 
as  indeed  permitting  the  fall  of  the  fuperftition 
which  had  fo  long  prevailed,  but  not  as  giving 
£uidion  to,  or  approving  by  fuccefs,  the  tumultu- 
ous and  diforderly  methods  of  putting  down  that 
fiiperfUtion. 

At  the  fame  time,  while  I  have  not  the  lead 
fympathy  with  the  caufe  which  how  feemed  to 
'  be  deprefled,  when  I  confider  how  cruel  and  un* 
merciful  it  had  been  when  it  was  uppermoft,  I 
cannot  help  feeling  for  the  fituation  of  the  Queen 
Regent :  A  ftranger  of  a  polite  nation,  engaged 
with  the  boifterous  humours  of  a  fierce  and  un» 
tra£b^le  people :  A  woman  neither  mean-fpirited 
noT  bad  hearted :  A  mother  too,  entrufted  with 
tbe  management  of  an  only  child's  hereditary 
Ungdom ;  Led  by  what  (he  had  feen  at  home, 
to  an  admiration  of  thefe  fumptuous  buildings, 
or^inally  devoted  to  what  fhe  thought  the  fer- 
▼ice  of  religion,  and  now,  under  pretence  of  re- 
ligion, reduced  to  fo  many  heaps  of  rubbifti  by 
a  lawle&  rabble :  And  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe 

confufionS| 
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1.F.TTFR  confufions,  herfelf  pufhed  forward  on  the  one 
XXXV.  hand  to  violent  meal'ures,  by  weak  or  vdcked 
counfcUers,  and  amufed  on  the  other  with  com- 
promifes  and  pacifications,  which,  fometimes  by 
miftakes  on  her  own  fide,  and  as  oft  by  volua« 
tary  infradions  on  the  other,  ftill  came  to  no- 
thing in  the  end.  No  wonder  that  fhe  broke 
out  fometimes  into  thefe  fudden  burfts  of  pailion, 
which  her  bitter  enemy  Knox  fo  indecently  up- 
braids her  with,  and  which,  coming  from  fuch 
a  pen,  we  need  not  doubt,  have  been  much 
exaggerated.  Yet  whatever  fhe  might  have  loft 
in  temper,  her  courage  and  activity  never  failed 
her.  For  tho*  on  the  firfl:  alarm,  (he  had  thought 
proper  to  retire  for  fafety  to  Dunbar,  yet  on 
hearing  that  the  congregation  had  feized  the  coin- 
ing irons  of  the  mint,  under  fome  pretence  or 
other  of  their  own  devifing,  fhe  laid  hold  on  this 
fo  palpable  encroachment  on  one  of  the  undoubt- 
ed prerogatives  of  royalty,  and  publifhed  a  pro- 
clamation to  recal  the  lieges  to  their  allegiance, 
by  reprefenting  thefe  turbulent  feducers  in  a  true 
and  proper  light :  Which,  tho'  it  was  anfwered 
by  a  counter-proclamation,  had  tlie  efFcft  of  creat- 
ing jealoufies  and  coldneffes  among  the  reformers, 
and  thereby  was  likely  to  weaken  them  a  good 
deal.  So  the  old  method  of  conference  and 
accommodation  was  applied  to  ;  and  the  congre- 
gation, finding  their  numbers  dccreafing,  and  the 
zeal  of  many  waxing  cold,  were  fo  modeft  in  their 
propofals,  as  only  to  defire  that  the  French  foldiers 
fhould  be  fent  home,  and  themfelves  have  liberty 
to  worfhip  God  according  to  their  confciences. 

While  this  mediation  was  going  on,  the  Re- 
gent getting  account   of  the  divided    flate  of  the 
congregation,  was  advifed  to  move  towards  Edin- 
burgh, 


OF    SeOTL  AN  D.  97. 

LETTFR' 

iurgh^  which  ftie  did  on  the  twenty  third  of  July,  XXXV.. 
and  that  day  came  within  two  miles  of  the  city. 
Such  a  fudden   and  unlooked   for  march  filled 
them  with  the  utmpft  condernation,  and  the  more 
fi),  as  they  fufpefted  Lord  Erlkine,  the  Governor 
ofihecaftie,  to  be  none  qf  their;  friends  :  So  they 
thought  fit  to  accept  of  the  terms  offered  them, 
that  all  ftrangers  of  the  congregation  fhould  de- 
part out  of  Edinburgh,  on  the  25th  of  July,  and 
leave  the  city  open   to  the  Regent  and  her  reti-   • 
nue,  with  this  mutual  itipuladon,  that  till  the  tenth, 
of  January  next  (he  fhould  give  no  molefladon 
to  the  new  preachers,  nor  the  congregation  ufe 
any  violence   againft  the  churchmen  or  religious 
houTes.     In  confequence  of  this  agreement,   the 
Lords  of  the  congregation,  after  drawing  up  and 
fuhfcribing  a  third  bond,  or  covenant  of  mutual 
faith  and  afliftance,  went  off  to  the  Wefl  country,^ 
vith  Mr.  Knox  in  their  company ;  and  Mr.  Wil- 
lox  remained  preacher  in  Edinburgh.     The  Re- 
gent then  entred  into  the  city,  and  for  this  time 
adhered  fo  (Iri&ly  to  the  terms  of  the  late  agree- 
ment that,  tho'  fhe  ufed  many  fair  and  difcreet 
methods  to  have    the  mafs  publicly  fet  up,  fhe 
proceeded  to  no  compulfion,  and  the  reformed 
party  kept  the   exclufive  poffefHoi^  of  the  high 
church  without  much  diflurbance. 

During  thefe  tranfa£fcions  at  home  the  King  of 
France  Henry  II.  had  died,  and  was  fucceeded  juif  s^ 
by  his  fon  Francis  II.  our  Queen's  hufband,  a  '^^^' 
youth  of  little  more  than  fixteen  years  of  age. 
TUs  change,  it  is  thought,  was  a  great  and  irre- 
trieiablc  left  to  our  country.  For  tho*  Henry 
vai  fufficiently  attached  to  the  Romifh  forms,  yet 
being  a  ihrewd  politician  himfeU,  and  much  di«. 
reded  in  hi$  councils  by  his  prime  minifter  the 
.     Vol.  II,  N  conflablc 
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LETTER  conflable  Montmorency,  who  was  a  wife  modera 
XX  KV.  man,  and  by  the  two  great  Princes  of  the  bloc 
the  King  or  Navarre  and  the  Prince  of  Con^- 
who  both  inclined  to  the  Proteftant  caufe,  he  ^ 
more  difpofed  to  manage  the  affairs  of  Scotia 
in  thefe  troublefome  times,  by  mild  and  pacrr 
meafures,  than  by  the  rigour  of  authority  and  o_ 
force.  But  upon  his  untimely  death  a  new  :- 
tem  of  politicks  was  adopted.  Montmor 
was  difcharged  from  court,  the  two  Princes 
the  blood  were  ill  looked  on,  and  the  Guift 
our  Queen's  uncles,  becoming  now  by  that  rea 
tion  me  principal  fevourites  and  diredors,  advik- 
the  profecuting  the  Scottifli  rebels,  as  they  call- 
them,  with  the  utmoft  feverity,  and  with  all  xn 
force  that  France  could  fumifh.  The  effeft  of  tfl 
advice  foon  appeared  in  two  feparate  letters  of  tbr 
month  of  July,  the  one  from  the  new  King,  ar 
the  other  from  our  Queen,  both  addreffed  to  hi 
natural  brother  the  Prior  of  St.  Andrews,  n 
proaching  him  with  ingratitude  in  the  ftronge 
terms,  and  threatening  him  with  the  utmoft  fever 
ty  of  royal  vengeance  :  All  which,  as  matters  n& 
liood,  was  but  a  vain  difplay  of  fovereigntv,  an 
ferved  no  end  but  to  draw  from  this  artAil  an 
bitious  man,  who  began  already  to  know  his  ow 
importance,  a  canting  and  evafive  anfwer.- 
But  writing  was  not  all  that  was  done.  For  i 
September  there  came  over  a  thoufand  Frenc 
foldiers,  with  abundance  of  money  and  militat 
provifions,  and  the  men  were  immediately  employe 
in  fortifying  the  town  of  Leith.  About  the  fam 
time  too  came  the  Bifhop  of  Amiens,  as  Legat 
frcnn  the  Pope,"  and  with  him  three  doctors  c 
the  Sorbonne,  who,  if  we  may  credit  Bifhop  Leflic 

were  very  fuccefsful  in  reftoring  the  old  rites,  ani 

• 
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k  aoinudng  by  their  example  our  Prelates  and  letter 

inferior  clerpfy  to  a  commendable    diligence   in  XXXV. 

tidr  refpedive  functions :  But  our  other  hidori*  v>v>^ 
aos  rqsrefent  this  legation  as  tending  to  very  little 
jNirpofe,  and  where  the  truth  lies,  is  belt  to  be 
difcovcred  by  the  events  which  fo  foon  followed. 

Some  weeks  after  this  were  taken  up  in  a  pa- 
per-war, and  numbers  of  letters,  declarations,  and 
proclamations  from  both  fides  were  publiihed  and 
difperled  thro'   the  country,    full  of  mutual  re- 
proaches and  accufations,  the  Regent  vindicating 
her  doings   from  the  topic  of  lawful  authority, 
and  the    congregation   juftifying   the  outrage  off 
thdr    actions    by    calling    God  to  witnefs  for 
the  uprightnels  of  their  intentions.     They   had 
lately  got  a   confiderable  reinforcement  to   their 
party  by  the  acceifion  of  the  late  Governor,  now 
ililed  the  Duke  (from  the  Ducal  title  of  Cha- 
tdherault,  conferred  on  him  by  the  French  King 
fame  years  before,)  who  was  reconciled   to  the 
congregation  by  his  eldeft  fon,  now  Earl  of  Ar- 
ran,  a  zealous  profelytc  to  the  Proteftant  perfua- 
Cod.    With  this  addition  of  internal  intereft,  and 
to  iotemipt,  if  poilible,   the  fortifying  of  Leith, 
the  congregation,  after  various  meetings  and  dc- 
fiberatioos,  came  at  lad  in  a  body  to  Edinburgh, 
in  open  violation  of  the  late  agreement :  And  at  Qct.  it. 
the  fame  time  they  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Regent, 
who  bad  retired  from  Holyroodhoufe  to  the  gar- 
rifon  at  Leith  for  the  fecurity  of}  her  perfon,  re- 
9pmng  her  to  evacuate  Leith  of  the  foreign  troops 
and  threatning  in  cafe  of  refufal  to  expel  them 
by  force.     To  this  bold  meifage,  the  Regent  re-  y^.  ,,, 
piied  with  equal  fpirit,  expoflulating  with  them  on 
this  rebellious  ftretch  of  arrogance,  charging  the 
Duke  in  particular  with  ingratitude  and  breach  of 

N  2  promife^ 
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•rtTTFR  promife,  and  authoritatively  commanding  them 
XXXV.  all,  under  pain  of  treafon,  to  leave  the  metropolis 
i>'^/'NJ  direftly.  The  herald  who  carried  this  meffage 
they  detained  in  Edinburgh  three  days  :  And  in 
the  tnean  time  affcmbling  all  together,  the  Lord 
Ruthven  gravely  propofed  the  depofition  of  the 
Regent  from  her  office  and  authority  by  a  folemn 
fentence  of  their  convention:  which,  after  much 
altercation  upon  thfe  propriety  and  impropriety 
of  the  meafure,  being  referred  to  the  two  preach- 
ers Willocks  and  Knox-  ^ho  were  prefent,  was 
by  a  moft  fcandalous  and  impertinent  application 
of  an  inftance  or  two  out  of  the  old  leftament, 
determined  in  the  affirmative.  An  aft  of  depri- 
vation was  drawn  up  accordingly,  and  proclaimed 
by  found  of  trumpet  at  the  market  crofsofEdin- 
"burgh,  a  copy  of  which  Mr.  Knox  has  thought 
fit  to  preferve  for  the  inllruftion  of  pofterity. 
This  done  they  difmifled  the  herald,  with  a  letter 
of  intimation  to  the  Regent,  figned  by  **  your 
Kc?th,  "  Grace's  humble  ferviteurs,  the  council  having 
j».  icj.  <c  thejauthority  unto  the  next  parliament,  erefted 
**  by  common  eleftion  of  the  Earls,  Lords  and 
*'  Barons  convened  at  Edinburgh  of  the  ProteC- 
-**  tant  faftion." 

Yet  thefe  Earls,  Lords  and  Barons,  who  all  to- 
gether were  only  twenty  nine  in  number,  feem 
themfelveS  to  have  had  but  a  poor  opinion  of  the 
validity  of  this  aft  of  theirs,  fince  we  ftill  find 
them  applying  to  the  Queen  for  the  removal  of 
the  Frerch  foldiers  out  of  the  kingdom,  which, 
if  diverted  of  authority,  fhe  had  no  more  con- 
cern with,  nor  power  to  order,  than  any 
private  fubjeft  had.  And  the-  commanders  of  the 
.  Englifli  troops  that  came  to  the  afljftance  of  the 
congregation,  ftill  fpoke  of  hertind  acknowledg- 
ed 
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ed  her  as   Regent,  without  any  regard   to,  or  yTDU^ 
Dotitication  given  them  of  what  their  friends  had  ^^^^• 
pretended    to  do  againft  her.     How  fhe   herfelf  ^^■^'^'^*' 
received  it  when  it  '^'as  intimated  to  her,  we  are 
not  told :  For  immediately  after  this,  open  hof- 
tilities  commenced   on  both  fides.     The  congre- 
gation fummoned  the  garrifon  of  Leith  to  fur- 
render,  and  attempted  to  fcale  the  fortifications, 
but  were  repulfed.     Money  too  began  to  be  fcarce 
among  them,  and  a  fupply  of  a  thoufand  pounds 
which  they  had  procured  from  the  Englifh  Go- 
rernor  of  Berwick,  was  intercepted,    and    came 
not  to  their  hands.     And  now  the  hopes  and  fpi- 
rits  of  the  p^rty  were  brought  fo  low,  that  on 
the  fixth  of  November  they  were  glad   to  de- 
camp from   Edinburgh  at  midnight,   and  never 
halted  till   they    reached  Stirling,      There   Mr. 
Knox  refreflied  their  drooping  fpirits  with  a  fer- 
mon  from  the  eightieth  pfalm ;  and  a  refolution 
was  formed  to  look  cnce  more  to  England,  and 
fend  a  formal  deputation  to  Elizabeth  for  aflift- 
ante.    In  the  mean  time  it  was  agreed,  for  keep- 
ing up  the  caufe,  that  one  part  of  their  chiefs 
ihould  relide  in  and  about  Glafgow,  and  another 
m  Fife,  and  that  for  carrying  on  the  neceflary 
correfpondence,  Mr.  Balnaves  (hould  attend  the  spotf.  and 
one,  and  Mr.  Knox  the  other  of  thefe  bodies,  i^c»^- 
as  fecretaries.     The  Weftem  divifion,  with  the 
Duke  at  their    head,    on    coming  to  Glafgow, 
aufed  all  the  altars  and  images  in  the  churches 
to  be  broken  down,   and  feized  and  plundered 
the  Archbifliop's  palace  :  And  on  the  twenty  ninth 
of  the  month  they  emitted  a  ridiculous  proclama- 
tion, in  name  of  Francis  and  Mary,   King  and 
Quaein  of  Scots,    **  commanding  under  ftriftefl: 
■^  penalties  all  the  lieges,  cfpecially  the  clergy,  to 
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i^rrTFH  "  join  themfelves  to  the  reformed  congregatic 
XXXV.  *'  and  to  give  open  teftification  of  their  conv 
^^  lion,  with  plain  confeflion  of  their  faith,  a 
^^  renouncing  of  all  manner  of  fuperftition  a 
''  idolatry."  This  was  followed  on  the  fa 
teenth  of  December  by  another,  "  prohibid 
'*  and  difcharging  by  the  fame  authority 
^^  confiftorial  courts  for  upholding  AntichriJ 
^^  dominion,  and  by  name  the  coniiflorial  cpi 
"  of  Brechin,  under  pain  of  death."  The  Pi 
byterian  church  hiftorian  Mr.  Alexander  Petx 
who  was  preacher  to  the  Scotch  congregati 
at  Rotterdam  after  the  jefloration,  tells  us  he  ] 
thefe  proclamations  among  fome  papers  beloi 
ing  to  the  Laird  of  Dun,  and  boails  as  mu 
of  them  as'  if  they  had  been  legal  and  auti 
lized  deeds,  for  warranting  the  procedure  of  t 
reformation.  When  the  congregation  dcparl 
from  Edinburgh,  the  Regent  took  poffcffion 
it,  on  which  all  the  reformed  party  left  it,  a 
the  high  church  was  confecrated  anew  by  1 
Bifliop  of  Amiens.  A  band  of  foldiers  top  \ 
fent,  to  fcour  the  country  of  Fife,  who  taki 
their  route  by  land,  plundered  the  houfes  of 
the  difaffefted  that  lay  in  their  way  on  b< 
fides  the  Forth,  but  after  various  (kirmilhes,  w< 
at  iaft,  on  the  arrival  of  an  Englifh  fleet  in  i 
Frith,  on  the  fifteenth  of  January,  obliged  to  p 
back  again  to  Leith  the  fame  way  that  they  car 
with  confiderable  lofs.  Upon  this  new  appeanu 
of  fucceis,  the  reforming  gentlemen  of  the  Mea 
took  heart,  and  going  to  Aberdeen,  demoiifl 
the  monaiteries  of  the  Dominican  and  Carme! 
Friars  in  the  New  Town,  but  were  prevented 
their  defigns  upon  the  cathedral  and  religv 
fabrics  iu  the  Qld  Town  by  the  Earl  of  Hu 
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h  2nd  the  Laird  of  Balquhain.  The  Bifhop  letter 
^W/ffam  Gordon  had,  fome  time  before,  when  XXXV. 
^fee  plundering  work  was  going  on  in  the 
South,  difpofed  of  the  jewels  and  precious  uten- 
xh  belonging  to  the  cathedral,  in  keeping  to 
Etc  Earl  of  Huntly  and  to  the  feveral  Canons,  be- 
fore witnefles,  and  under  bonds  of  reftitution: 
3ut  what  became  of  them,  or  whether  and  to 
vhom  they  were  reftored,  we  have  no  account. 
UThai  little  was  left,  which  had  not  been  thought 
ivorth  the  removing,  the  Mearns  men  got  their 
luuids  on,  and  carried  with  them. 

Mean  time  the  application  to  England  had,  af- 
ler  a  great  deal  of  formality,  fucceeded,  and  the 
£jigU(h  army   of  two   thoufand  horfe    and    fix 
Liu>uland  foot  entered  Scotland  in  the  beginning 
of  April   1 560,  and  were  joined  in  a  day  or  two 
\ri  all  the  leading  men  of  the  congregation  from 
all  parts.     Queen  Elizabeth  has  been  much  blam- 
ed for  thus  patronizing,  and  fo  powerfully  fup- 
porting  the  rebellious  fubjeds  of  another  Sove- 
reign, both  becaufe  of  the   real  injuftice  of  the 
fad,  and   bad  tendency  of  the  example.     I  low 
6r  it  was  juftifiable  in  the  fubjecls  to  make  the 
application,  is  a  point  of  cafuidry  which,  fomc 
irill  lay,  was  determined  by  neccflity,  and  others 
will  fey  no  necefiity  can  determine,   lo  long   as 
the  fcripture  maxim  holds,  which  Mr.  Knox  him- 
ielf  at  other  times  pleads  from,  that  evil   (hould 
not  be  done,   even    to   procure  good.     But   in 
vhat  Elizabeth  did,  (he  feems  to  have  had  both 
policy  and  provocation  to  bear  her  out.     It  was 
good  policy,  fuch  indeed   as  all  crowned  heads 
ad  by,  to  prevent,  by  any   means  that  came  iit 
her  way,  fuch  an  acceflion  to  the  power  of  France 
^  aa  at^olute  fway  in  Scotland  would  have  made 

to 
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fourth  covenant  of  alfociation  figned  on  the  twen-  letter 
ty  kventh  of  April  by  feven  Earls,  feven  Lords,  XXXV. 
and  about  a  hundred   and  twenty  gentlemen  of  ^o<^^ 
hd  note.     Yet  ftill  the   earrifon   of  Leith  kept  ^*'^*^» 
A6r  ground,  and  feemed  rather  to   have  the  ad- 
\mt2ge  in  what  fallies  they   made  upon  the  be- 
ikgcrs :   Till  about  the  middle  of  May,  that  a  re- 
inforcement of  two  thoufand  men   came  to   the 
laglifh  army,  with  affurance  of  dill  greater  fuc- 
<0!irs,  if  neceffary,  which  vifibly  cafl  the  balance, 
3nJ  brought  the  befieged  very  low.     Mean  time 
the  Regent   had    been  feized   with    a    lingering 
^ftcmper,  which  being  heightened,  as  it   was  no 
bonder,  by  the  grief  and  anxiety  of  her  mind,  in- 
creifed   fo  faft  upon  her,  that  on  the  tenth   of  a,d.i56o^ 
June  it  put  an  end   to  her  days.     Her  behaviour 
at  her  death  was  fuch,  as  even  her  reviler  John 
Xnox  is   obliged  to  reprcfent  in  a  different   light 
fam  the  ufual  ugly  view  in  which  he  had  thought 
fit  10  exhibit  her   charader;    and   Archbiftiop 
Spotfwood,  who,  probably   had  the  account  from 
Im  father  the  Superintendant,  who  knew  her  well, 
fm  "  (he  ended  her  life  moft  chriflianly.*'     In 
general   it  may   be  allowed,   that   had   fhe  been 
left  to  her  own   good  fenfe  and  moderation  in 
the  manageJhent  of    the  public    affairs,   uncon- 
trouled  by    unpopular  orders   from  France,   and 
unprovoked   by  the   brutal   barbarities. which  fell 
out  at  home   after   Knox's  laft  return  from  Ge- 
neva, (he  would  in   time  have   fettled   the  divi- 
fions  of  the   kingdom  in   fuch   a  way  as  wDuld 
not  have  left  that  indelible  ftain,  which  blackens, 
the  face  of  what  is  called  the  reformation  in  Scot- 
land. 

I  am,  &c. 
Vol.  11.  0  LETTER 
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::bjcc]-^,  had  granted   commiilion  to   enter    into  a  lf.ttkr 

*  reconciJiation   of  differences   arifen    with   the  XXXVI. 

*  Queen  of  England,  by  affemblinff  men  on  the 

*  borders.'*  Accordingly  the  commiffioners  from 

ioth  courts  met  at  Berwick  on  the  fourteenth  of 

JuQCy  and  after  adjufting  preliminaries,  came  to 

XJiflburgh  on  the  fixteenth.     There   they  found 

the  Regent  dead,  but  nevcrthelefs  went  on  with 

the  bunnefs   of  their   commiflion :    And   having 

ipent  fome  time  in   debating   all  the  points  that 

vere  in  agitation,  at  laft,   by  virtue  of  the  full 

powers  they  were  inverted  with   from  their  rc- 

Ipeftive  Sovereigns,  they  came  to  a  final  agree- 

xient  on   the   fixth   of  July,  which  was    figned -^•^- '^^^' 
^»  the  part  of  France  by  the  Bifhop  of  Valence 
»id  the  Sieur   de    Randan,   and  on  the  part   of 
Ingland  by   Secretary  Cecil  and  Wotton  Dean 
^Canterbury.     In  this  agreement  the   affairs  of 
Scotland  are   not  particularly  mentioned,   as    it 
hi  been  thought  too  derogatory  from  the  ma- 
jelly  of  Sovereigns  to  treat  on  an  equal  footing 
^h  fubjects  :    And  therefore  this   middle  way 
"TO  taken,  that  the  nobility  and  people  of  Scot- 
land Ihould   oSer   petitions  for   obtaining  redrefs 
rf  their   grievances,  and  the   King  and   Queen, 
at  the  earnefl   defire   of  Elizabeth,    whom    by 
the  fixth   article  of  the   agreement,     they   now 
admowledge  their  rightful  and  lawful  fellow-fo- 
▼erqgn,   fliould   condefcend  to   make  fuch   con- 
ce£ons  as  might  tend  to  introduce  a  good  har- 
mony and  undcrflanding  between  them  and  their 
people.     Thefe  conceflions  are  feventccn  in  num- 
ber, all  engrofled  in  the  flrongefl  terms,  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  petitioners :  And  as  there  are  three 
of  them  which  have  a  particular  connection  with 
ourprdent  fubjecl,  and  will  afterwards  be  refer- 
red to,  I  fhall  here  fet  down  the  fubflance  of 

O  2  them. 
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FTTFR   ihem.  4.  "  C(^iicerning   the  petition   relating 
'^^^' "  the  aflembiing  of  the  States,  the  deputies  hav^        ^; 
agreed  that  the    States  of  the  kingdom  vcr2j  j 

"  allbmblc,  in  order  to  hold   a  Parliament,     ^u  - 

"  the  tenth  day  of  July  now  running,  and  ttiat 
*'  on  the  faid  day  the  Parliament  fhall  be  ^i' 
"  journcd,  and    continued  from   that  day  to     "^^ 

*'  rtrft  of    Auguft   next,  during  which  intei ^^ 

"  the  deputies  fhall  order  a  difpatch  to  the  K  -^^K 
*'  and  Queen,  to    advertifc   them    of  this   c^^^^' 

ceflion,  and  to  fupplicate  them  molt  humbly ^^ 

accord  to  it :    And  this  aflembly   fhall  be  ^^ 

**  valid  in  all   rcfpeSs  as  if  it  had   been  cal^^^ 
*'  and  appointed  by  the   exprefs  commandm^^^^ 
"  of  the  King  and  Qiiecn,  provided  that  no  m      ^^  ^ 
"  ter  be  treated  of  before  the  faid  firft  day  ^ 

"  Aiigult,   13.  It  is  agreed  and   concluded,   th"^     % 
"  if  any  Bilhops,  Al)l)ot8,  or  other   ecclefiaftic^^  ^ 

perfons,  (hall  make  con-plaints  that  they  ha'  -^    \^ 
*^  received   any  harm  in  their  perfons  or  goo^^^'^^^-J!. 
thufe  complaints  (liall  be  taken  into  confider^^^^^^ 
tion  by  the   Eflates  in   Parliament,  and   th&  ^\Whi 
fuch   reparation  Ihall  be  appointed  as  to  ^'^^"^      *>i 
"  Eftates  Ihall   appear   reafonable  :  And    in  thc^  -^ 
"  mean  time  it  fliall  not  be  lawful  for  any  pei^^^     , 
*'  fon  to  give  them  any  didurbance  in  the  enjoys^  ^^n 
"  mcnt  of  thqir  goods,  nor  do  them  any  wrong^?^       ' 
injury  or  violence,   and   whoever  fliall  contraJ^ 
vene  this  article,  fhall  be  purluedby  the  nobi-2^ 
lity  as  adifturber  of  the  public  weal  and  tranqui- 
lity.  17.  Whereas,  on  the  part   of  the 
and  people  of  Scotland,   there  have  been  pre- 
fented   certain  articles  concerning  religion  and 
certain  other  points,   in  which  the  Lords   De- 
puties would  by   no   means  meddle,  as  being 
**  of  fuch  importance  that  they  judged  them  pro- 

"  per 
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"  per  to  be  remitted  to  the  King  and  Queen ;  ..f.ttfi^ 
"  therefore  the  faid  nobles  of  Scotland  have  en-  XXXVI* 
^  gaged,  that  in  the  enfuing  convention  of  Eftaies 
**  ferae  perfons  of  quality  ihall  be  chofen  to  re- 
**  pair  to  their  Majefties,  and  remonftrate  to 
**  them  the  ftate  of  their  affairs,  particularly 
^  thofe  laft  mentioned,  and  fuch  others  as  could 
^  not  be  decided  by  the  Lords  Deputies,  and  to 
*  underftand  their  intention  and  pleafure  con- 
'*  ceming  what  remonllrances  (hall  be  made  to 
^  them  on  the  part  of  this  kingdom  of  Scotland." 
Ml  thefe  articles  of  agreement  are  beforehand  ra- 
ified  and  confirmed  by  Francis  and  Mary,  King 
md  Queen  of  France  and  Scotland,  by  letters 
latent  under  their  hands  and  feals,  at  Remoren- 
in,  June  2,  1560.  Two  days  after  the  treaty 
nu  concluded,  the  articles  were  publicly  pro- 
daimed  at  Edinburgh,  and  on  the  fixteenth  of 
|uly  the  Englifti  army  departed  to  Berwick,  and 
the  French  put  to  fea  in  Englilh  bottonis.  * 

•  With  them  went,  from  a  forcHght  of  what  was  like  to  fol- 

ov,  Archbifhop  Beton  of  Glafgow,  who  earned  with  him  all 

he  public  records  of  his  Ice.     When  Queen  Mary  returned  to 

Soodaiidy  fhc  cooHituted  him  her  Ambailador  at  the  court  of 

Piaoce,  and  upon  her  death,  King  James  her  fon  continued  him, 

KXwithftanding  of  his  different  principles,  in  the  fame  charac- 

cr,  till  his  death,  which  happened  not  till  1 603.     In  this  fta- 

300  ot  high  truft  he  carefully  preferved  the  letters,  inftruftions, 

ud  other  papers  committed  to  him  by  his  royal  condituents,  all 

■rbkh,  with  what  he  carried  over  with  him,  he  left  at  his  death 

CO  the  Scots  College  at  Paris,  where  they  have  been  lately  dif* 

pbi  in  excellent  order  by  the  care  and  indufhy  of  two  of  our 

VAcoantrymen,  Mr.  Lewis  Inncs,  Redtor  of  that  College,  and 

Wothet  Thomas,  fo  well  known  by  his  **  critical  effay  on  the 

•*  aicicnt  inhabitants  of  Scotland."     From  this  valuable  repo- 

wory  many  difcoveries  relative  to  our  hiilory  have  of  late  yean 

Vttn  nude,  and  fomc  of  the  miftakes  or  wilful  impolitions  of 

PvlcadiDg  hUlorians  in  fomc  momeatuous  poiots  laid  open. 

Upon 
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I.FTTER  Upon  the  third  day  after  the  departure  of  the 
XXXVI.  troops,  there  was  a  folemn  thankfgiving  kept  in  the 
'  ^  '  '  j^jgh  church  of  Edinburgh,  where,  fays  Knox,  the 
"  moft  part  of  the  chief  minifters  of  the  realm  were 
*'  at  the  time:"  In  which  thankfgiving,  among 
other  expreffions  fuitable  to  the  occafion,  they 
mention  their  confederacy  with  England, .  which 
they  call  *'  that  moft  godly  league  contrafted  in 
'*  God*s  name,*'  and  they  pray  to  God,  **  that 
**  he  w^uld  retain  them  and  their  confederates 
fo  firmly  together  by  the  power  of  his  holy 
fpirit,  that  Sathan  have  never  power  to  fd 
them  again  at  variance  or  difcord.'*  Yet  £ng« 
land  was  at  that  time  as  truly  and  ftridly  prela- 
tical  as  it  has  been  at  any  3cra  ever  fince,  evctt 
at  the  famous  sera  of  the  Solemn  League  and 
Covenant^  when  this  old  ftrain  of  thankfiilneft 
was  forgotten,  and  the  Englifli  prelacy  dedare4i 
by  the  pretended  fucceflbrs  of  thefe  reformers,  aft 
intolerable  grievance.  Things  being  thus  prepar- 
ed, the  next  ftep  was  to  diftribute  the  minifters 
among  the  principal  burghs  in  the  kingdom  ;  but 
fuch  was  the  paucity  of  preachers,  that  only  thefii 
eight  towns,  Edinburgh,  Lcith,  St.  Andrews^ 
Aberdeen,  Perth,  Jedburgh,  Dundee,  and  Dokb 
fermline,  could  at  firft  be  provided.  At  the  fam^ 
time,  to  keep  up  fome  appearance  of  the  old 
form,  they  nominated  five  Superintendants  tQ 
be  placed  in  the  five  diftrids  of  Lothian,  Glrf 
gow,  Fife,  Angus  and  Argyle.  All  this  wai 
done  before  the  firft  of  Auguft,  but  by  what  au- 
thority we  are  not  told.  In  the  treaty  betweei 
the  deputies  it  was  agreed  that  the  ftates  of  Scot' 
land  might  meet  on  the  tenth  of  July,  but  it  tira! 
exprefsly  reftrifted,  that  nothing  Ihould  be  treat- 
ed of  before  the  firft  of  Auguft.  This  appoint- 
ment 
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mcnt  therefore  is  no  deed  of  the  ftates,  and  can  r.FTTER 
only  be  confidered  as  a  plan  to  be  propofed,  ^^^^^' 
not  as  a  (landing  and  authorifed  fettlement. 

When  the  firft  of  Auguft  came,  the  Parliament 
met,  and  was  very  numerous.  Bidiop  Keith  has 
given  us,  out  of  the  Cotton  Library,  a  lift  of  its 
members,  confifting  of  one  Duke,  thirteen  Earls, 
nineteen  Lords,  fix  Biftiops,  twenty  one  Priors  and 
Commendators,  an  hundred  and  five  Barons  by 
oame,  and  the  commiflioners  of  twenty  two  burghs, 
**  with  many  other  barons,  freeholders  and  land- 
**  cd  men,  all  without  armour/'  At  their  firft 
meeting,  a  difficulty  was  ftarted,  and  great  de* 
bates  eniued  concerning  the  legality  of  it :  One 
pny  maintaining,  that  as  the  Sovereign  had  fent 
aocommiilion,  nor  authorized  any  to  reprefent  her 
perfon,  no  Parliament  could  be  held:  Others 
pleading  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  as  a  fuf> 
fideat  warrant  for  their  meeting :  And  this  opi- 
nioQ  by  a  majority  of  voices  prevailed.  Yet  it 
is  (till  doubted  whether  this  was  a  legal  Parlia- 
ment, for  want  of  the  royal  confent,  and  as  the 
regalia  of  the  kingdom  were  not  carried. in  ftate, 
as  ufual  on  fuch  occafions.  But  admitting  the 
bwfulnefs  of  the  meeting  according  to  the  con- 
cefiione  in  the  treaty,  it  may  ftill  be  queftioned 
whether  every  branch  of  buunefs  done  in  it  was 
legal,  even  by  thefe  conceffions.  The  deputies 
themfelves  had  exprefsly  refufed  to  meddle  with 
therdigious  differences  in  the  kingdonx,  which 
tbey  leave  entirely  to  the  cognizance  of  the  So- 
vcmgn ;  and  yet  in  dire£k  oppofition  to  this  mode 
of  pioceeding,  the  principal  employment  of  this  fo 
mudi  magnified  Parliament  was  to  regulate  every 
thing  that  concerned  the  religious  difputes,  and 
leave  nothing  to  the  Sovereign  to  do,  but  to  ra- 
tify 
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IFTFEP  tily  its  decifions.  For  as  foon  as  the  Lords  o 
XXXVI.  ^|jg  articles  were  chofen,  and  other  cuftomarv  for 
^•^^^^^  malities  adjufted,  the  very  firft  thing  we  find  en 
tered  upon,  is  a  fupplication  from  the  congregatioi 
againft  Popery,  the  then  eftabliflied  religion,  it 
all  its  branches.  To  this  fupplication  a  favoura- 
ble anfwer  was  made,  and  the  minifters  were 
defired  to  draw  up,  under  feparate  heads,  the  fum 
of  that  dodrine  which  they  wiflied  to  have  efta- 
bliflied by  law.  Accordingly  in  four  days  a  Coth 
feffton  of  Faith  was  completed,  and  was  by  per- 
miffion  openly  read  before  the  ftates,  witho\3 
any  the  leaft  word,  as  we  are  told,  being  faid  t 
oppofition  to  it.  Then  a  diet  was  appointed  £ 
collefting  the  votes,  and  it  is  remarked  that  o^ 
three  of  the  temporal  eftate,  the  Earl  of  Ath  - 
and  the  Lords  Borthwick  and'Somervil  diffent^ 
giving  no  other  reafon  but  "  that  they  woi0 
*'  believe  as  their  fathers  had  done."  On  XM 
Spotfwood,  other  hand  the  Earl  Mariflial  made  a  fpees 
p-  ijo-  in  favour  of  the  conftflion,  and  declared  that  - 
him  the  profound  filcnce  of  the  Prelates  feem^ 
to  be  an  irrefragable  teftimony  of  its  truth.  T^ 
juftnefs  of  this  inference  perhaps  will  admit 
fome  doubt :  But  it  cannot  be  denied  that  t  - 
Prelates  are  not  to  be  commended  for  their  fileno 
what  ever  may  be  thought  of  their  prudence, 
fuch  a  trying  time.  Whether  their  remonftrancr: 
would  have  anfwered  any  good  end  or  not,  it  w^ 
their  duty  to  have  made  the  experiment,  and 
have  ftood  up,  as  they  gave  the  meeting  their  pr* 
fence,  in  defence  of  what  they  profeffcd  to  belief 
was  the  orthodox  faith,  when  they  faw  it  k 
daringly  oppofed,  by  men  whom  not  many  montt 
before,  they  had  pronounced  to  be  a  fct  of  dan: 
nablc  Hereticks.     Their  doing  fo  would  have  a 

leaf 


OF    SCOTLAND.  nj 

Icaft  taken  out  the  fling  from  the  Earl  Marifliars  i.ettrr 
fpeech,  and  might  have  prevented  what  Mr.  Knox  XXXV^L 
boaftingly  faid  to  Queen  Mary,  Toon  after  her  re- 
turn, when  he  told  her  to  her  face,  "  that  the 
"  ignorant  Papift  cannot  patiently  rcafon,  and 
"  the  learned  and  crafty  Papift  will  never  come 
**  in  your  audience.  Madam,  to  have  the  ground 
"  of  their  religion  fearched  out ;  for  they  know 
"  they  are  not  able  to  maintain  any  argument, 
"  except  by  fire  and  fword,  and  their  own  laws. 
"  be  judges." 

This  Confejfton   therefore,   thus   recommended 
from  the  one  fide,  and  fo  feebly  or  not  at   all 
oppofed  from  the  other,  received  the  fanftion  of" 
tk  ftates  on  the  feventecnth   of  Auguft,  and  Mr.. 
Knox  has  given  us  a  full  and   exad  copy  of  it. 
It  is  divided  into  twenty  five  heads,  and   conti^ 
ooed  to  be  the  eftablilhed  formula  in  Scotland 
for  more  than  eighty  years,  till   the   Weftminf- 
^er  confeifion,  which  is  now  the  legal  ftandard,. 
joftled  it  out,  but  whether  in  conformity  with, 
or  to  the  improvement  of  the  old  one,  may  be  re- 
ferred to  a  comparifon  betwixt  them.     This  ma-^ 
terial  point  being  gained,  there  was  an  ad  pailed 
On  the  twenty  thi^d,  fo*  abolifhing  the  mafs,  by 
Which  the  layers  and   hearers  of  mafs  are,  for  the 
firft  fault,  to  fuffer  confifcation  of  all  their  goods, 
^nd  a  corporal  puni(hment  at  the  difcretion  of 
tbe  judge,  for  the  fecond  banifhment,  and  for  the 
llurd  death.     How  are  the  times  changed,  and 
^hat  ugly  alterations  does  power  and  profperity 
"vork  upon  peoples   tempers  ?     It    is  noi  above 
twdve  months  fmce  thefe  very  men  humbly  peti* 
^oned  for  liberty  of  confcience,  and  feemed  wil- 
fing  to  reft  fatisfied  with  being  allowed  to  worftiip 
Cod  quietly  in  their  own  way.   And  yet  no  fooner 
Vol.  II.  P  -arc 


or  ipirit  upon  a  change  of 
reformers.     The  oppoiite  j 
ot  it  too.     There  is  prefei 
I  fpoke  of  in  the  Scots  c( 
nal  letter  from   the  Arch 
to  the  Archbifhop  of  GIj 
France,  in  which  among  c 
it  might  be  fufficient  to 
this  niew  opinion,  to  ul 
**  with  thairfell,  and  nocht 
"  boft  them  or  banifche  tl 
**  out  thai  do  ficklyk,  or  s 
**  benefices  and   lyvings  f 
not  the  Primate  think  of 
had  Adam  Wallace  and  Vl 
who  would    have  thought 
fufficient  ?    And  with  what  ] 
in   his  creft-fallen  (late,  cc 
however  iniquitous  in  itfelf. 
in  the  days  of  his  power, 
amples  ?    This    is  another 
where  it  appears,  that  the  fj 
trary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  go! 
reformation,  and  kept  in  fui 
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&  other  refcinJIng  all  former  ads  not  agreeing  letter 
I  nth  the  Cmfejfion  of  Faith  now  ratified,  and  ap-  XXXVI. 
ff  ^vtti  by  the  cftates.     In  the  aboliftiing  of  the  ^^-^^^^^^ 
^  A)pe'5  authority,  there  is  a  particular  claulc  in  one 
of  their  acts  which  deferves   to   be  taken  notice 
^,  where  they  order    '^  that   the   Bi(hoprick  of 
^  Gaiioway  be  adjudged  to  the  Biihop  of  Athens, 
*  without   the  Pope*s   Bulls/'     We    fliall   hear 
Here  of  this  Biihop  afterwards  :    What  1  would 
^bfer\'e  in  the  mean  time  is,  that  this  reforming 
Parliament,  as  it  is  called,  does  not  fceui  to  have 
»cea  fuch  an  enemy  to  Epifcopacy  as  to  think  it 
aUwful  to  difpole  of  Bifliopricks,   and   even  to 
ike  into  their  own  hands  the  power  of  that  dif- 
ofal,  which  had   long  run  in  another   channel. 
Tide  three  are  the  only  acts  which  our  hiftori- 
ns  mention  as  palled  at  this  time,  tho'  it  is  cer« 
wi  there  were  feveral  others  about  fome  of  the 
j£urs  of  ftate  :    And  it  is  (lran;;e  that  our  two 
Juirch-writers  of  diifcrent  characters,   Knox  and 
ipotfwood,  who  both  take   notice  of  the  redrict- 
ng  article  of  the  treaty,  againll  meddling  with 
natters  of  religion,  (hould  particularize   the  only 
ads  thai  were  a  dire£t  contravention  to  that  cx- 
ptefs  reftridioa.     But  this  was  not  the  only  devi- 
^on  from  the  agreement,  by  virtue  of  which  they 
met.    For  by  the  thirteenth  article  it  was  appointed 
ikl  any  complaints  from  the  Prelates  about  their 
livings  flmuld  be  heard  and  redrefled  by  the  ef- 
tttes:  And  yet,  as  we  are  told  by  a  letter  from  a  Keith. 
Thomas  Archbald,  Chamberlain  of  the  Archbl-P-  48^- 
ihoprick  of  Glafgow,  to  the  Archbiihop^  of  date 
AttguftaSth,  1560,  the  injured  churchmen  were 
neier  allowed  time   to  prefent  their  bills,   under 
pretence  of  hurry  of  other  bufmels,  till  the  favou- 
rite projeft  was  carried,  and  then  the  Parliament 

P  2  broke 
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j.PTTFR  broke  up  in  all  hafte,  without  taking  notice  — 
XXXVL  any  thing  that  fhould  come  from  their  now  huir.^ 
^^^^^"^  led  adverfaries,  and  only  emitting  this  I'elf-vinc: 
eating  declaration,  that  "  becaul'e  none  of  tS! 
**  kirkmen  had  given  in  their  bills  of  ccmplair" 
*'  therefore  the  Lords  and  Nobilitv  had  doM 
*'  their  duty,  according  to  the  articles  of  peace-i- 
It  would  feem  indeed,  by  the  filence  of  the  Pr- 
lates  when  the  point  of  doctrine  was  under  dS 
cuffion,  which  one  fhould  have  thought,  was  t\r 
proper  fphere  for  them  to  have  moved  in,  ths 
their  only  vie-w  in  being  there  at  all,  was  to  tals 
care  of  their  benefices,  and  watch  every  opportc 
nity  of  getting  them  fecured,  according  to  th 
article  agreed  to  for  that  purpofe.  Upon  whici 
too  probable  fuppofition  they  might  have  feen" 
and  no  doubt  did  fee  their  error  at  laft,  in  letting 
go  what  they  fliould  have  reckoned  the  fubftance. 
in  hopes  of  catching  the  ihadow,  and  by  that 
worldly  minded  piece  of  jx)licy  lofmg  both,— 
How  would  Knox  and  Buchanan  have  triumph- 
ed  over  them  upon  this  fevere  and  merited  dif 
appointment,  if  it  could  have  been  done  withoui 
cxpofing  the  fliuffiing  and  evafive  iniquitv  of  theii 
own  friends  in  the  management  of  it?  For  thii 
reafon  they  have  denied  themfelves  that  plealiire 
and  obferve  an  aiiecled  filence  on  the  whole  af- 
fair. 
Keifii,  When  the  parliament  was  diflblved,  the  preach< 

p-  491-  ers,  we  are  told,  were  bufied  in  drawing  up  a  fornr 
of  church-polity,  for  the  order  that  (hould  be  ob 
ferved  in  preaching  and  miniftration  of  the  fa 
craments,  in  the  elcftion  and  maintenance  of  paf 
tors,  and  other  things  relating  to  difcipline.  Anc 
the  care  of  this  great  work  was  committed  to  fij 
of  the  nioft  able  of  them,  of  whom  John  Knos 

was 
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»3s  one,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  compofition  If  J™'^ 
^ms  to  have  been  the  principal  one.  It  is  cal- 
led the  Fir/i  beck  of  Di/cip/inCy  and  confifts  of  nine 
cfiTiiions  beiide  fubdivifions.  As  fome  of  the  fra- 
aicrs  of  it  wiflied  to  conform  as  near  as  poflible 
o  the  ancient  model  of  government,  it  appoints 
uperintendents,  with  fome  remains  of  epifcopal 
» over  and  precedence,  and  lays  out  ten  diftricrs 
uider  the  old  name  of  diocei's  to  be  filled  with 
liem,  viz.  Orkney,  Rofs,  Argyle,  Aberdeen, 
3rechin,  Fife,  Lothian,  Jedburgh,  Glafgow  and 
3umfties.*  In  the  fecond  head  of  the  Sacraments^ 
lC  enjoins  "  fitting  at  the  Lord's  table,  as  mofc  con* 

*  venient  to  that  holv  adion,  and  thinks  it  neareft: 

*  to  what  Chrift  and  the  Apofties  did  ;  that  the 
"*•  miniftcr  break  the  bread  and  diftribute  to  thofc 
^*  that  are  next  him,  commanding  the  reft  every 
**  one  with  reverence  itnd  fobriety  to  break  wirh 

other,    during    which  time  fome  fuch  proper 

]daces  of  fcripture  ought  to  be  read  as  the  mi- 

ciiler  ihall  appoint.^'     In  the  fourth  head  about 

miiufters,   it   fays,  ^^  other  ceremonies  than   the 

^  publick  approbation  of  the  people  and  decla« 

"  ntion  of  the  chief  miniftcr  we  cannot  approve : 

^  For  albeit  the  Apofties  ufed  the  laying  on  of 

^  hands,  yet  fmce  the  miracle  is  ceafed,  the  ufmg 

**  of  the    ceremony   we  judge  not  neceffary."— 

About  readers.     "  To  the  church  which  camiot 

*  This  conditation  had  indeed  fbmc  appearance  of  a  Prcla- 
^  plan,  and  the  ingenious  author  of  the  FunJammtal  Charter 
i^^ih^  has  collected  out  of  the  hiftories  and  General  af- 
Witt  of  thefe  times  no  fewer  than  thirty  inftanccs  of  a  vifible 
uspaiomy  which  thefe  fuperintendents  were  Tefted  with,  and  c::- 
^afcdorcr  the  ordinal  y  clafs  of  minifters,  tho'  at  the  fame 
<i>K clogged  with  fuch  levelling  and  inconfiflent  incumbrances, 
IS  CM  no  way  be  adjuftcd  to  the  primitive  model  in  die  moil 
Hiaiuuuke  pdnt  of  view. 

**  prcfently 
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iETTER  "  prefently  be  furniflied  with  miniders,  m 
XXXVI.  «  muft  be  appointed  that  can  diilindly  read  t 
Common  Prayers  and  fcriptures,  for  the  c 
ercife  both  of  themfelves  and  the  churchy  u 
till  they  grow  to  a  greater  perfedion,  becai 
**  he  who  is  now  a  reader  may  in  procefs 
time  attain  to  a  further  degree,  and  be  adm 
ted  to  the  holy  miniftry/'  And  again  on  tl 
fubjed  in  the  ninth  head,  '^  In  great  towns  \ 
*'  think  expedient,  that  every  day  there  be  eith 
'*  fermon  or  common  prayer,  with  fome  exerci 
of  reading  the  fcriptures  :  The  day  of  public 
fermon  we  do  not  think  the .  common  pray< 
"  needful  to  be  ufed,  left  we  fhould  fofter  ti 
*'  people  in  fuperftition,  who  come  to  the  praye 
*'  as  they  come  to  the  mafs,  or  give  them  oci 
*'  fion  to  think  that  thefe  are  no  prayers  wl>: 
**  are  conceived  before  and  after  fermon.** 
this  laft  claufe  we  fee  they  make  a  diftindion 
tween  Common  prayers  and  what  they  call  CZ 
ceived^  or  as  the  darling  phrafe  now  is,  extemp 
prayers,  and  that  they  feared  the  people's  fbndrr 
for  the  common  prayers,  which  they  were  acquaf 
ted  with^  might,  if  not  guarded  againil,  lead  ths. 
to  dilregard  the  conceived  lort,  which  they  cofl 
know  nothing  of  till  they  heard  them.  We . 
too,  that  now  when  ihey  had  found  the  bene 
cial  effefts  of  preaching,  it  began  to  be  thoug 
more  effcntial  and  defer ving  of  greater  attentia 
than  about  three  years  ago,  when  they  prefent 
their  firit  petitions  to  the  Regent :  And  in  s 
this  we  may  eafily  perceive  the  peculiar  finger 
Knox  who,  in  little  more  than  a  year's  time,  h; 
turned  conceived  prayers  and  bold  preaching' 
fuch  unexpected  advantage.  Upon  this  head  t) 
book  further  adds,  that  "  in  every  church  c 

"  Sund; 
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*  Sunday  in  the  forenoon  the  word  muft  be  preach-  better 
**  ed,  facramcnts  adminiftered,  and  marriage  fo-  XXXVI. 
"  Icmnized  when  occafion  does  offer  :    In  the  af- 

*  tcmoon  the  catechifm  muft  be  taught,  and  the 

*  young  children  examined  upon   it  in  audience 
"  of  the  people  :    When  there  is  neither  preach- 

*  ing  nor  catechifm  in  the  afternoon,  the   com- 
**  mon  prayer  ought  to   be  ufed  ;  four  times  in 

*  the  year  we  think  fufficient  for  the  miniftring 

*  the  Lord's  table,  and  to  prevent  the  fuperftilion 

**  of  obfer\'ing  Eafter  and  fuch  like,  we  appoint 

**  the  firft  Sundays  of  the  four  months  of  March,. 

"  June,  September,  and  December  for  that  fer- 

**  vice." 

In  the  article  concerning  the  puniftimeut  of 
'fcofe   that   profiane    the   facraments,    it   is   faid, 

ihc  Bapiftical  Priefts  have  neither  power  nor 
*  authority  to  minifter  rhe  facraments  of  Chrift, 
'*  becaufe  that  in  their  mouth  is  not  the  fermon 

of  exhortation,'*  confonant  to  the  2 2d  head 
^  their  confeffxon,  which  defcribes  lawful  minif- 
cts  to  be  only  thofe  that  are  appointed  to  the 
*»'eaching  of  the  word,  or  into  whofe  mouth  God 
i^th  put  fome  fermon  of  exhortation.  And  here 
gain,  befides  the  lamenefs  of  the  defcription 
^hich  the  meaneft  judgment  cannot  but  find  out, 
here  is  ground  to  fufpeft  a  particular  touch 
if  Mr.  Knox's  hand  in  attributing  their  own 
Peculiar  faculty  of  exhortation,  as  they  phrafe 
Lt,  either  to  iftimediate  infpiration,  as  the  found 
o{  the  phrafe  bears,  or  to  their  own  fuperiori- 
ty  of  gifts,  natural  or  acquired,  above  the  poor 
FapUticai  Priefts,  whom  he  always  vilifies  as  a 

y/mA  of  contemptible  ignorants. 

\a,  the  6th  head  about  the  Patrimony  of  rhe 
i  Kirl,  which  is  the  precious  jewel  that  they  ftill 
■  have 
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LETTER  have  an  eye  to,  after  inveighing  bitterly  again 
XXXVI.  {Qn^e  of  the  mod  zealous  of  their  own  profefBc 
*  ^  'on  this  fcore,  they  fay,  "  the  Gentlemen,  Baroiu 
*'  Earls,  Lords  and  others,  muft  be  content  i 
"  live  on  their  own  jufl  rents,  and  fuffer  tb 
*'  kirk  to  be  reftored  to  her  right  and  libera 
*'  The  fums  necefTary  for  prefcrving  good  ordc 
*'  and  difcipline  within  the  kiik  mull  be  lifte 
*'  of  the  tenths,  viz.  the  tenth  of  corns  ofal 
*•  forts,  of  hay,  hemp,  lint,  fifb,  calf,  lamb,  wool 
*'  foal,  cheefe,  befides  all  things  doted  to  hofpi 
*'  tality,  and  annual  rents  in  burgh  or  land  per 
taining  to  Priells,  Chantries,  Chaplainries 
Colleges  and  Priories  of  all  orders,  whid 
*'  ought  to  be  retained  for  the  kirk  within  d 
*'  towns  or  parilhes  where  they  are  doted.  Fv 
thermore,  to  the  upholding  of  the  luniv^ 
ties  and  fuftentation  of  the  Superintenda^^ 
*'  the  whole  revenue  of  the  temporality  of 
*'  Bifhops,  Deans,  and  Archdeacons  lands,  - 
*'  of  all  rents  bf  lands  pertaining  to  cathe^ 
*'  kirks  whatever,  ought  to  go/'  And  of^ 
thefe  vaft  revenues,  with  the  contributions^ 
merchants  within  burgh,  they  appoint  Deacr:^ 
annually  chofen  to  be  colleiStors,  and  to 
count  for  them  to  the  Superintendants,  or  to 
general  affembly  of  the  kirk.*     This   book 

difcipU 

*  Archbifhop  Spotfwood  tells  us  that  uhen  the  Frin^ 
Hamilton  heard  of  this  (Irange  device  which  a  certain  noblei*^ 
called  a  devout  Imagination^  he  fcgt  a  Mr  John  Brand  to  tell  L. 
Knox  from  him,  *'  that  however  he  had  introduced  anot^ 
*'  form  of  religion  and  reformed  the  doi5lrinc  of  the  chors 
*^  whereof  it  might  be  there  was  fome  reafon,  yet  he  (hould 
**  well  not  to  (hake  loofe  the  order  and  policy  received*  whi« 
**  had  been  the  work  of  many  ages*  till  he  were  fure  of  a  be 
y  ter  to  be  fettled  in  place  tbercofj"  and  urged  his  adriec  fro 

•   tl 
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difdpBnc  thus  finifhed,  was  prefented  to  a  convcn-  letter 
lionoflhe  eftates,  but  was  not  received  with  all^^^^'' 
that  approbation  which  the  compilers  had  looked 
fcr.    ITieir  high  claim*  upon  the  church   lands 
throw  an  odium  upon  the  whole  fcheme,    as  the 
great  men   who  had  already  laid  their  hands  up- 
on fome  of  them,  did  not   chufe  to   part  with 
them  all  at  once,  in  compliance  with  what  they 
were  pleafed    to  call  '*  a   devout   imagination/' 
Yr,  to  humour  the  party  as  far  as  their  intereft 
was  not   concerned,   and  to  teftify  their  concur- 
rence in  zeal  againft  idolatry,  this  convention  paf- 
fcd  an  zSt  for  demolifhing  all  fuch  cloyfters  and 
3j)bey  churches  as  were  not  yet    deftroyed,   the 
execution  of  which  was  committed   for  the  Weft 
pits  to  the  Earls  of  Arran.  Argyle,   and  Glen-    spotfwaoa 
aim ;  for  the  North,  to  Lord  James  the  Queon's  p.  w*- 
biodier  ;  and  for  the  incountries  to  fome  zealous 
Buons  of  beft  note.     In  confequence  of  this  (hew 
cfauthority  for  finifhing  the  work,  which  the  fury 
of  a  lawlefs  rabble  had  begun,  every  thing  almolt 
that  was  facred  and  venerable   went   to  wreck; 
diorches,  libraries,  veffels,   regifters,   fepulchres, 
-iD  were  ruined  without   diftinction,  in   compli- 
ance with  Mr.  Knox's   fage   and  fenatorial  coun- 
Si,  "  that  the  only  way  to  banifh  the  rooks  was 
•*  to  pull  down  their  nefts."     This  pleafant  bu- 
fineft  would  give   his  pious  heart  fome  folace  un- 

fc  irty  that  the  Highlanders  take  to  break  wild  colts>  by  fjS' 
(dbl  them  with  two  tethers,  and  as  they  flacken  the  one, 
be^  the  other  (hait,  till  the  creature  be  tamed  and  brought 
*>Wv  the  rider.  But  Mr.  Knox,  either  trufling  to  his  own 
^ncrity  tnd  influence,  or  abominating  every  thing  that  came 
■Ml  the  B/oodf  Bq/iard,  as  he  always  calls  him,  went  on  in  his 
•■iny.  The  event  (hewed  that  the  Archbiihop's  advice 
y*  t^^,  and  Knox  himfelf  was  foon  convinced  ot  his  error 
u  Ml  following  it. 

Vol.  IL  CI  der 


iiiiotncr   piece    of  hor 
ferrcd  upon    him,  was   th 
gers  thro'  the    kingdom, 
of  the  clergy  to  Edinburgl 
their  faith   and  religion  1 
ture.     From   Aberdeen,  ^w 
moned  four  Divines,  Ale 
principal  of  the  univerfit 
depofed  by  the  Laird  of  D 
Angus  ;  John  Leflie,  offici 
treafurer  ;  and  James  Stn 
nons,   to   be   queftioned   I 
the  town-houfe  of  Edinbur 
and   John   Knox.     We  h; 
relations  of  this   difpute,  c 
other  by   Bifhop  Leflie,  e 
own  fide  of  the  queftion, 
parity  in  the  flrain  and  lai 
laters.     Nor  were  thefe  the  < 
met  with  from  this  conven 
broke   up,  he  got  a  good 
fuaded  to  fubfcribe  his  bo( 
Keith,       w^^h  this  unwelcome  provi 
p.  496-      "  Abbots,  Priors,  and  oth 
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mcnts."  This  was  a  difagreeable  condition,  letter 
:  there  was  no  help  j  better  put  up  with  fome-  XXXV  f. 
ig,  than  lofe  all.  For  tho*  this  partial  and  li- 
ai  fubfcription  could  not  be  thought  to  have 
force  of  even  fuch  le^al  fanclion  as  was  cur- 
at  that  time,  yet  it  gave  the  book  in  ge- 

I  fome  fort  of  countenance,  by  fecuring  a 
iderable  party  in  its  favour. 

confequence  of  thefe  previous  fteps,  they  a.d.  1561, 
ceded  on  the  ninth  of  March  to  the  admif- 
of  Mr.  John  Spotfwood  to  be  Superinten- 
of  Lothian,  at  the  dcfire  of  the  churches 
lat  diftrid,  and  by  charpje  and  power  from 
Lords  of  the  fecret  council.  This  gentleman 
pafled  a  courfe  of  regular  education  in  the 
aiity  of  Glafgow  about  the  beginning  of  our 
ious  cohtroverfies,  and,  like  many  others  in 

doubtful  and  uncertain  times,  withdrew  in- 
£ngland,  where  he  became  familiarly  ac- 
ated  with  Archbifliop  Cranmer,  and  was  by 
confirmed  in  the  belief  of  thefe  old  truths 
h  were  now  revived.  Upon  his  return  ma- 
ears  after  to  his  own  country,  he  was  pre- 
d  by  Sir  James  Sandilands  of  Calder,  who 

a  great  pillar  of  the  reformation,  to  the 
mage  of  Calder  which  then  happened  to 
acant,  tho'  whether  he  was  in  holy  orders 
ot,  we  are  not  told.     In  this  flation  he  was^ 

II  nominated  to  be  one  of  the  fuperinten- 
s  of  the  new  eredion,  and  now  at  this 
5  formally  inltalled  in  that  office  by  John 
»  as  mimfter  of  Edinburgh,  who  has  given 
I  full  detail  of  all  the  folemnity.  He  appears 
all  we  hear  of  him,  to  have  been  a  man  of 
at  repute  and  cfteem  among  all  ranks,  and 
ficiently  qualified    to   have  born  this  aflumcd 

Q  2  charader 
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ui,  vMio  nacl  been  lubp 
uhoin  Mr.    Wifliart   in   i 
*'  the  good  man"  from  ^ 
ling  to  have  received   ih< 
have  got  it  in  both   kir 
would  not  allow  :    For  G 
lox,  who  had  been  colleag 
decifion  in  the  grand  qu 
Queen  Regent's  commifl 
Merns,  John  Erfkine  Lair 
indeed  of  unblemifhed  rep 
appeared  with  great  candoi 
reforming  fide,  but  a   me 

*  I  am  forry  to  fee  fomcthing  i 
to  his  memory,  in  an  admonition 
to  all  under  his  charge,  at  the  ti 
liamilton  after  her  efcape  from  Lo< 
his  then  unfonunate  Sovereign  wit 
a  (l}'Je  too  which,  upon  bare  lufpici 
expelled  from  one  of  his  acknow 
tion,  and  will  not  be  thought  a  fui 
regard  which  that  dif^rcfled  Piincef: 
cxprcfTcd  for  him.  He  fccms  ind 
all  the  then  preachers  were,  much 
fluence  of  John  Knox  :    And  this 

1»  *     T*  •    •     •  - 
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pretence   to    the  clerical  charafter    in  anyci 

:  And  for  Argyle,  Mr  John  Garfewell,  who  XXXVI. 

icen  redor  of  Kilmartine,  and  feems  to  have 

\  man  of  fome  confequence  in  the  Queen's 

I:  For  in  1566  (he  creates  him  Abbot  of 

Jdll  and  Bi(hop  of  the  ifles,  ^^  as  fully  and 

ly  as  if  he  had  been    provided  thereto  in 

court  of  Rome."     In  1567  he  joined  the 

It  Hamilton  who  declared  for  the  captive 

and  fat  in  their  Parliament  as  Bifhop  of 
ij  for  which  he  was  cenfured  by  the  Ge- 
idembly,  and  died  not  long  after.  Why 
OCX  was  not  appointed  to  one  or  other  of 
iq>erintendencies,  as  there  were  other  five 
ifpofed  of,  and  which  were  never  filled  up, 
rwhat  fiirpridng,  and  has  been  interpreted 
n  of  his  difapprobation  of  any  thing  that 
iked  like  a  Prelacy  or  imparity  in  the 
:    Tho*  at  the  fame  time  his   contriving 

model  and  acting  under  it  cannot  eafily 
onciled  to  fuch  an  interpretation.  But 
in  no  doubt  had  his  own  ends  to  ferve, 
luld  fee  it  more  conducive  to  the  main  caufe, 
sre  honourable  to  himfelf,  to  remain  what 
I  minifler  of  Edinburgh,  and  placed  on  the 
Eower  of  the  metropolis,  from  whence  he 
infped  all  the  affairs  of  church  and  ftate, 
e,    under   the    tide  of  the  humble   John 

the  fuperintendent  of  all  the  fuperinten* 
n  the  kingdom. 

I  am,  &C. 
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LETTER       XXXVII. 


Refle6lions  on  the  State  of  the  Refonnarion  in  & 

land The  Rejection  ofEpifcopacy^  and  Plet 

UeceJJity  for  ity  conftdered Lifl  of  reform 

Bijhops  abroad Sketch  of  EccUfiafiical  Afflk 

in  England— ^Account  of  the   duncil  of  Tr 

concluded Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  SociB 

Herefy. 


HAVING  now  brought  the  hiftory  of  w 
is  called  the  Reformation  in  Scotland  to 
commonly  received  xra  of  its  legal  fettlemei 
before  I  proceed  any  further  in  my  account 
the  new  eftabliihment,  I  fhall  take  the  liberty 
ofl'er  a  few  refleftions  which  naturally  arife  frc 
or  are  connefted  with,  the  ecclefiaftical  trani 
tioris  of  thefe  laft  fifty  years.  We  have  fee 
new  form  of  a  church  ariling,  not  like  a  phoe 
out  of  the  afties  of  the  old  one,  but  upon 
tuins  of  a  church  which,  the'  not  on  the  foot 
of  pure  antiquity,  yet  bccaufe  of  a  long  and  fpl 
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ciJ  conunuancc,  may  in  that  lenfc  be  called  an  old  lettkr 
church ;  and  .we  have  feen  that  new   fonn  fet  up  xxxvn, 
ifter  a  peculiar   manner,  fuch  as  had  never  been 
fen  be&»ie,  and  has  not  been  altogether  copied 
ifter  by  any    denomination   of  church  builders 
fioce.    There  are  two  capital  points  of  ecclefiaiU- 
cal  concern  which  thofe   of  the  Proteftant  name 
in  Scotland  arc  divided  about,  and  in  which  both 
fides  would  be    appealing  to  the  firft  reformers 
ibr  a  deciiion :    And  thefe  are  the  Mode  of  pub- 
^'c  worfhip,  and  the  Form  of  church-government. 
As  to  the  firfl  of  thefe,  it  is  as  clear  as  any 
^hing  can  be  from  hiftory,  that   thefe  reformers 
^ad  prayers  that  were  read  ;  and  readers  are  as 
ftanding  an  office  among  them   as   minifters   or 
^xhorters.     la  all  the  petitions  from  their  gene- 
ts aflemblies  to  the  civil  authority,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  kirk,  there  is  always  mention  of 
"headers,  and  a    fuitable  provifion   demanded   for 
tiiem:    And  that  it  was   their    bufmefs  to  read 
prayers  in  their    facred  meetings,  we  have   been 
^xprefsly  told  thro'  all  the  ftages  of  their  hiftory 
'^Fc  have  hitherto  touched  at.     Yea,  as  far  down  as 
the  year  1563,*  we  find  an  act  of  the  privy  council 
ordering  the  reparation  of  kirks  by  an  aflefTment 
upon- the   niinifter  and  pariftiioners  proportiona- 
\>ly,  becaufe,  as  the  act  bears,  *'  thro*    lack  of 
repairs  the  preaching  of  the   word   of  God, 
miniftration  of   the  facraments,    and   reading 
"  of  the  common  prayers  ceafcs,  and  the  people 
**  therethro'  becomes  altogether   without  know- 

*'  ledge 

U  the  general  alTembly  of  December  that   year,  on  the  ■ 

S^about  Thomas  Dun janfon,  fclioolmafler  and   reader  in 
ung.  who  had  conimiticd  fornication,    and  made  public  rc- 
pcJtaact  fur  it,  "  whcthvrr  he  fliould  be  reftorcd  to  his  office  in 

♦«  the 
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LETTER  "  ledge  and  the  fear  of  God."  What  prayec 
xxxvii.  ^i^gy  were  which  they  read,  is  not  material  to  th 
main  hinge  of  the  controverfy  ;  nor  does  it  afiel 
the  queftion  in  general,  that  the  reading  of  th 
prayers  began  now  to  be  looked  upon  in  an  lE 
ferior  light,  in  comparifon  of  preaching,  which 
have  endeavoured  to  account  tor  already.  It  i 
enough  that  they  had  prayers  read,  and  had  a  pa) 
ticular  order  of  men  appointed  for  that  office 
which  in  fome  places  feems  to  have  been  pita 
to  that  of  the  fchoolmafter,  for  want,  I  fuppoi 
of  a  proper  living  for  both.  But  tho'  this  fi 
clafs  of  reformers  for  fome  time  retained  b^ 
the  office  and  officer,  their  pretended  fucceffiP 
by  degrees,  joftled  out  the  prayers  from  the  ofi 
and  only  referved  a  chapter  or  two  of  fcriptu 
to  be  read  at  difcretion,  and  before  the  preacl 
entered,  by  the  fchoolmafter,  whci  from  that  p 
of  his  employment,  was  ftill  called  the  Reader' 
As  to  the  other  debateable  point  of  churtf 
government,  this  much  may  be  gathered  frc 
what  we  have  as  yet  met  with,  that  the  gener 
lity  of  our  firft  reformers,  efpecially  thofeoft 
laity,  who  were  the   great  body  of  them,  feem 

**  the  kirk  or  not,"  it  was  ordained  that  he  (hould  abflain  fini 
the  faid  office,  till  the  kirk  of  Stirling  made  requefl  to  the  fup 
intendeot  for  him,  and  he  prefent  the  faid  requefl  in  the  next  i 
iembly  :  Which  is  the  fame  formality  of  procedure  that  is  c 
(erved  in  the  fame  affembly  with  Alexander  Jarden  mioiAer 
Kilfpindie  for  a  like  icandal,  and  (hews  that  the  reader  was 
church-officer  as  well  as  the  minifler. 

*  Id  many  parifhes  the  fmall  allotment  of  vidual-ftipc 
that  is  paid  to  tlie  fchoolmafter,  is  called  the  Reader  Meal 
this  day,  tho'  in  moft  places  the  fcriptures  have  followed  i 
£ite  of  the  prayers,  and  the  reader  reads  nothing  in  the  kitk  a: 
part  of  the  facred  fervicei  ualefs  it  be  the  line  of  the  pfalm  bef 
^  (bgs  it. 

ha 
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hsvj  had  no  avcrfion  to    the  order   or  oflice  ofLi-rrPi^ 
Biihops,  ho\ve\'er   virulently  fome  of  their  preach-  ^^^"'^ 
OS  might  have  fpoken    againit  that    order,  or     ^ 
afied  in  of^oiition  to  it.     All  their  public  rc- 
■onftrances  hitherto  look  favourably   that  way, 
ad  their  new*conftru£ted  fabric  of  Superintendent 
cf  had  no  doubt  been  defigned  as  a  refemblance, 
tho'  but  a  lame  one,  of  the  old  model*     How 
far  Knox,  the     great  champion  in   this  caufe, 
vilhed  well  or  ill  to  a   Prelacy  of  any  form,    1 
Aall  not  enquire;  as   I  take   him,   and  fo  will 
Cray  impartial   perfon  that   looks  into  his  own 
account  of  himfelf,  to  have  been  a  man  who  def- 
piied  all  fuperiority,  civil  or  ecclefiaftical,  which 
did  not  humour   his  own  tafte,  or  claihed  with 
any  of  his  particular  notions   or  fchemes.     He 
ms  a  true  difciple  of  Calvin,  and  madly  attach- 
cd  to  every  thing   that  favoured  of  the  Geneva 
leaven.     I  know  very  well  what  has  been  faid 
of  Calvin's   refpeft  to  pure  and  primitive  epifco- 
pac}',  and   how  much  many  of  his  expreilions  in 
his  letters  indicate  that  refpe£t.     But  exprefTion 
is  one  thing,  and  pradice  is  another.     Had  he, 
or  others  of  thefe  original  reformers,  been  fin- 
cere  tn  fuch  expreilions,  what  ihould  have   hin« 
clotd  them  from  putting  their   profefTions  into 
praftice,  and  obtaining   that  true  and  valid  epif- 
copacy,  which  we  are  made  to   believe  they  en- 
tertained fuch  a  value  for  ?  The  plea  of  necellity, 
1o  loudly  and  plaufibly  brought  in  here  from  al- 
moft  every  quarter,  will  not   upon  examination 
be  fiound  fo  fatisfaftory  as  is  given  out  :  Tho* 
^t  ii  the  favourite  argument  for  vindicating  the 
^^rdcrs  of  the   reformed   churches    abroad,   and 
fiJcndng,  from  fympathy  more  than  folidity,  any 
doubts  about  the  validity  of   them,  when  fuch 
Vol  II,  R  doubts 
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LKTTF.R  doubts  can  be  cleared  up  no  other  way. 

if  we  are  to  confider  what  is  called  Epil'copacr^ 
in  its  genuine  and  original  conftitution,  as  i 
tutcd  by  the  Apoftles,  and  continued  thro* 
firft  three  hundred  years,  neither  hampered  wi.^ 
the  incumbrances,  nor  burdened  with  the  adve^i* 
titious  trappings  of  foreign  connexions,  whi^i^h 
id  the  proper,  if  not  the  only,  light  in  which  i^ 
ought  to  be  viewed,  there  is  ground  to  think  fug^^ 
an  Epifcopacy  might  have  been  found  by  ttr"^ 
reformers  upon  the  continent,  if  not  at  their  fir^ 
outfetting,  yet  in  procefs  of  time,  aitd  befo: 
they  had  been  obliged  to  encroach  upon 
old  privileges  of  it  in  their  fubfequent  eftabliih^ 
ments.  There  were  Bifliops  at  various  times  an-- 
in  various  places,  true  real  Biihops  in  the 
difputed  order  of  Apoflolic  fucceflion,  who  fa* 
and  forfook  the  corruptions  of  the  church  o^  ^ 
Rome,  and  were  capable,  upon  proper  applica*-  - 
tion,  to  have  fupplied  the  reformed  focieties  witli^ 
that  hierarchy  which  fo  many  of  them  pretended^ 
to  hold  in  veneration.  And  as  this  is  an  ob— * 
fervation  not  much  attended  to  in  difcuflions  o: 
this  nature,  and  will  not,  I  hope,  be  thought  too 
great  a  digreflion  from  my  main  defign,  I  fhall 
beg  leave  to  oiFer  a  lift  of  fuch  Bifhops  of  this 
description  as  I  have  met  with,  in  what  little  I  have 
had  opportunity  to  read  of  the  ecclefiaftic  hif- 
tories  of  thefc  times. 

sicija  '•  ^  ^'^^  begin  with   the   worthy  and  wcU- 

'  known  Herman,  Archbifliop  and  Eleftor  of  Co- 
logn,  who,  about  the  year  1 543,  when  the  Ger- 
man refonnation  was  well  advanced,  taking  hold 
of  a  decree  from  both  the  Emperor  and  the 
Pope,  for  redrefling  the  diforders  complained  of» 
called  a  fynod    of  his  canons  and    clergy,  and 

propofed 
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pTopoki  to  them  a  fyftem  of  articles,  both  doc-  letter 
aiaal  and  ritual,  which  he  had  drawn  up  for  xxxvii. 
that  purpofe*  But  being  oppofed  by  his  clergy,  ^-^"^^ 
and  continuing  by  his  Archiepifcopal  authority 
to  profecute  bis  undertaking  with  a  truly  or- 
thodox zeal,  he  was  firfl,  at  the  inftigation  of 
the  Canons  of  his  cathedral,  attacked  by  th^ 
Emperor  in  15459  and  then  fummoned  by  the 
Pope  to  appear  within  fixty  days  at  Rome,  to 
give  an  account  of  his  proceedings.  This  cita- 
tioQ  he  negle&ed  ;  upon  which  the  Pope  next 
year  excommunicated  him:  And  Herman  ap- 
pealed from  the  Pope,  whom  he  no  longer  ac- 
knowledged as  judge,  to  a  lawful  general  council, 
before  which  he  engaged  to  purfue  and  prove 
his  charge  againfl  the  papal  preteniions.  But 
bring  grieved  at  the  obftinacy  of  fome,  and 
double  dealing  of  others  of  his  clergy,  and  un- 
vilUng  to  expofe  his  people  to  the  hoflilities 
of  war,  with  which  the  Emperor  threatened  him, 
he  fo<Mi  after  releafed  the  Hates  of  the  Eledtorate 
from  dieir  oaths  of  allegiance  to  him  as  their 
Prince,  refigned  his  dignity,  and  retired  to  his 
own  paternal  inheritance  of  Meurs  upon  the 
Rhine,  where  he  lived  privately  and  cornfortably 
till  the  year  1552,   when  he   died. 

2.  To  him  I  Ihall  join  one  of  his  fucceffors,  tho'  skidan, 
at  fome  diflance  ot  time :  Gebhard  Trufches, 
Archbifliop  and  Elector  of  Cologn  in  the  year 
1577,  who,  baring  embraced  the  reformation  was 
driven  out  of  Cologn,  but  fuftained  himfelf  a 
good  while  at  Bonne,  one  of  his  eledoral  cities, 
QU  having  loft  it  too  he  withdrew  into  Holland, 
ukI  after  flaying  fome  time  there  returned  to 
Gennany  in  the  year  1589,  where  he  died  foon 
after. 

R  2  3»  Gerard 
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i.T.TTER      3,  Gerard  Geldenhaur,  Archbifhop  of  Utrecht 

^^^"^^  embraced  the  Lutheran  doftrines,    and    retire^ 

skid-n      ^"^^  Germany,  where  he  wrote  the  hiftory  of  Ho 

land  and  of  the  low  countries,  and  was  kilk 

by  highwaymen  in  the  year  1542. 

Ibid.  4»  Andrew  Dudithius  Bifhop  of  Five  Churct 

in  Hungary,  was  a  man  of  good  parentage,  leaa 

ing  and  probity,  and  is  commended  by  the  ce 

brated  hiftorian  Thuanus  for  his  parts,  and  em 

dition :     The  Emperor    Ferdinand  fent  him 

Trent  as  his  ambaffador,   foon    after   which 

turned  Proteftant,  and  went  to  Poland,  where  ^ 

died  in  the  year   1589. 

Durct.  5.  John  Alafco,  of  noble  birth,  was  a  Poli 

Bilhop,  and  turning  Proteftant,  was  called  over  I 

Edward  VI.  to  England,  where  he  officiated 

paftor  to  the  Dutch   congregation  in  London.- 

In   Queen  Mary's    lime   he   removed  with    fa 

friends  to  Denmark,  from  whence,  being  incline 

to    Calvin's   principles   about   the  Eucharift,  k 

was  obliged   to   retire,  and  fettled  fometirae  \ 

•  Frankfort,  while  the  diviiions   among  the  reft 

gees  fubfifted  there,  but  was  foon  recalled  by  th 

Proteftants  of  his  own   country,   where   he  wa 

much  refpeded  even  by  the  then  King  himfel 

and  died  in  the  year  1560. 

coiMcr's         6*  Peter  Paul  Vergerius  Bifhop  of  Juftinianopl 

^"^^^         in  Iftria,  was  bred  a  lawyer,  and  in  that  capadt 

was   employed  by  Pope   Clement   VIL   in  153 

againft  the  Lutherans  in  Germany,  where  he  au 

ted  with  great  vigour  and  dexterity,   and  to  tt 

entire  fatisfadion  of  his  employer.     Pope  Pai 

III.  continued  him  in  the  fame  office,  and  was  i 

well  pleafed  with  his  fidelity,  that  in  1536  he  gai 

him  the    Bifhoprick  of  Juflinianople^  and   as 

further  reward  of  his  fervices  was  to  have  mac 

hi] 
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Km  a  Cardinal  in  1541.  But  fome  enemies  [.ftter 
luring  whifpered  into  the  Pope's  ears  that  his  xxxvii. 
kog  abode  in  Germany  had  given  him  fome  taint 
tf  die  Lutheran  errors,  this  fo  (Iruck  him  that,  to 
dor  bimfelf  from  that  imputation,  he  went  home 
^m  Rome  to  his  See,  and  began  a  confuta- 
iian  of  \phat  he  called  the  German  Apodacy. 
Xliis  undertaking  led  him  to  turn  over  and  ex- 
amine the  writings  on  the  Lutheran  fide,  which 
^^riiilft  he  was  engaged  in,  inflead  of  difcovering' 
Sjod  confuting  their  errors,  he  found  himfelf 
cratched  and  almoft  convinced  by  their  argu- 
ttients.  And  now  laying  afide  all  thoughts  of  the 
Cardinal's  hat,  he  applied  to  his  brother  John  Bap- 
^Mk  Vergerius,  Biihop  of  Pola  in  the  fame  coun- 
^xy,  and  begged  his  advice  what  to  do.  The 
kwHher  in  a  great  fright  lamented  his  fituation : 
But  upon  confulting  the  fcripturcs  on  the  con- 
trofcrted  tenets,  he  too  joined  in  his  brother'^ 
comridion,  and  acknowledged  the  falfity  of  their 
f  onncr  dodlrines.  On  this  they  began  a  refor- 
^^ution  in  their  own  dioceffes,  both  in  dodrine 
iUul  worfhip,  and  with  no  fmall  fuccefs  for  fome 
^^e.  This  attempt  made  fuch  a  noife,  that  the 
Plonks  and  other  emilTaries  from  Rome,  thinking 
3)eir  all  at  flake,  run  up  and  down  among  the 
People  of  Juftinianople,  and  what  with  threats 
^ihc  Pope's  refentment,  what  with  artifice  of  de- 
^iamadon,  incited  them  to  murder  their  Biihop 
*i  a  tirork  of  great  merit.  The  Biftiop,  to  avoid 
^3fis  tumultuous  fury,  retired  to  Mantua  to  his 
^^  friend  the  Cardinal  Gonzaga:  But  being 
^pcrfscuted  here  too  with  calumnious  accufations, 
"C  went  boldlv  to  Trent,  to  purge  himfelf  before 
^  council  whicit).  was  then  begun  to  fit  there* 
^^htu  the  Pope  heard  of  this,  tho'   ungratefully 

forgetting 
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j.ETTER  fbrgetring  the   man's  former  fervices,  he  woul 
xxxvu.  f^Q   jjj^yg  l^j^j  jjjj^  jj^  jjjg  power,  yet  not  to  gii 

any  handle  of  his  impeding  the  freedom  of  tl 
council,  by  feizing  a  Bifhop  who  had  come  to  i 
he  wrote  to  his  Legates  not  to  allow  Vergerius 
feat  in  their  meetings,  and  to  order  him  to  b 
gone.  Being  thus  driven  from  Trent,  he  return 
ed  to  Venice,  where  the  Pope's  Nuncio,  John  d 
Cafa  Archbifhop  of  Beiievento,  (the  fame  irh 
wrote  that  filthy  piece  in  praife  of  the  peculii 
vice  of  Italy,)  artfully  advifed  him  to  go  to  Roai 
to  fatisfy  the  Pope  who,  he  faid,  ftiU  had  a  favau 
for  him.  But  Vergerius  being  wife  enough  not  i 
truft  himfelf  in  fuch  hands,  the  nuncio  forbad  hi 
in  the  Pope's  name,  to  return  to  his  dioceis.  1 
was  therefore  obliged  to  take  fhelter  in  PacL* 
one  of  the  Venetian  cities :  And  while  he  rei 
ed  in  it,  he  was  witnefs  to  the  miferable  conditi 
and  tragical  end  of  Francis  Spira,  a  lawyer 
Citadella :  Who  having  fome  years  before  ^ 
braced  the  newly  revived  dottrines,  and  beS 
now  frightened  by  the  bullying  menaces  of  • 
nuncio  on  the  one  hand,  and  decoyed  on  M 
other  by  the  perfuaiions  of  his  own  relations^ 
tnake  a  publick  and  folemn  abjuration  of  thefl 
fell  into  the  moft  horrible  perturbation  both 
body  and  mind,  and  after  fome  weeks  of  ine: 
preilible  agony,  in  fpite  of  all  bodily  remedii 
or  fpiritual  conlblations,  dyed  in  the  deepeft  de 
pair  in  the  year  1548.  This  Ihocking  fpefkac 
had  fuch  an  effeft  upon  Vergerius,  who  was  01 
of  the  unhappy  man's  fpiritual  comforters,  th 
from  that  moment  he  relblved  to  bid  adieu  t 
his  native  country,  and  retire  to  any  place  whe: 
he  could  enjoy  and  profds  the  purity  of  the  gc 
pel  with  freedom.     Accordingly   he  left  Padu 

an 
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iiiii  removes  firll  to  the  Grifons,  and  then  to  the  lettf.r 
Valieline,  where  he  got  account  of  the  death  of  ^^^^;^^'^ 
iiis  brother  the  Bifhop  of  Pola,  whom,  it  was 
Aoaghtj  the  Monks  had  poifoned.  After  fome 
fcan  iby  in  that  country,  he  accepted  of  an  in>- 
ntadan  from  Chriftopher  Duke  of  Wirtenberg 
md  fetded  at  Tubingen,  where  he  died  in  the  year 

;.  Gerard  RouiTeau  was  firft  a  Dominican  Fri- 
ar, but  quitting  the  habit  he  travelled  into  Ger-* 
ioanr,  and  became  acquainted  with  the  Proteftant 
docimies,  which,  on  his  return  he  preached  in  the 
court  of  the  Queen  of  Na^'arre,  lifter  to  Francis  I. 
This  learned  and  religious  Princefs  procured  him 
firft  the  Abbey  of  Nerac,  and  after  that  the  Bi- 
fiioprick  of  Oleron,  and  protected  him  againft  all 
the  perfecutions  of  his  enemies.     He  was  a  man 
€3f  good  qualities,  and  of  an  exemplary  life,  and 
^ras  the  firft  in  France  who  gave  the  communion 
in  both  kinds,  but  did  not  fully  approve  of  either 
Xuther's  doctrine  or   Calvin's  in  all   points  :    He 
^Jycd  in    the  year    1551,   by  the  means    of   a 
letter  Amaud,  who  thereby  procured  the  Bifhop- 
XTd  for  his  fon. 

8.  Odet,  Cardinal  de  Chatillon,  and  brother  to 
^it  £unous  Admiral  Coligni,  was  Bifliop  of  Beau-- 
'Vais,  where  he  held  two  fynods  againft  the  Here- 
tics in  the  years  1554  and   1557,  but  afterwards 
^opted  the  reforming   fcheme    that  was   going 
^»,  and  in   1 56 1  upon  the  holidays  of  Eafter  ad- 
puu&ered  the  Euchariff  after  the  Prolcftant  form 
» the  chapel  of  his  epifcopal    palace,  having  re- 
lied to  celebrate  mal's  in  the    cathedraK     Pope 
KuslV.  in  a  private  confiftory  deprived  him  of 
^is  purple,  and  he  himfelf  came  over  to  England, 
^bcre  he  died  in  1571. 

9.  John 


JO    well  be,    unlcfs  t 
lubmitted  to  Ills  gov 
him   as   their  Bifhop 
them  for  that  purpofe. 
and  fubmitted  to  in 
learn  by  a  letter  fror 
then  at  Troyes,  to  B 
approves,  but  likewife 
fubmiffion  to  the  Bift 
I '  likely  a  mean  to  adva 

However  the  Popifh  Bit 
perfon  of  the  fame  ch 
themfelves  keep  his  plac 
all  the  fundions  of  it  ii 
fearing  the  confequences 
plied  to  the  King  aga 
fhop,  and  got  him  turn 
thority.  On  which  the 
a  part  of  his  family  inh 
and  died  there  in  the 

lo.  James  Paul  Spifai 
and  upon  the  breaking 
France,  went  to  Genev: 
Proteftant.     Soo*-  -^^ 
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gttion  which  did  not  fucceed,  he  was  accufed  of  lettf.r 
a  drfgn  to  betray  the  Proteftants,  and  be  recon-  xxxvn, 
ded  to  the  church  of  Rome,  in  hopes  of  a  new 
Bi/hoprick  :  For  which  and  fome  other  alledged 
Bifdcmeanours,  probably  too  by  fome  political 
nanoBuvre  of  Calvin's  jealous  fpirit,  he  was  con- 
liemned  to  lofe  his  head,  and  was  beheadjsd  ac- 
cordingly. 

Now  here  are  no  fewer  than  ten  inftances,  well  coii; 
iltefted  in  hiltory,  befides  many  others  perhaps  i^''<^»*>n3«7f 
har  have  not  come  fo    much   to  public  know-  &c."*°"*' 
Jgr,  of  Bifhops  who  were  men  of  fome  figure, 
nd  having  renounced  the  errors  of  Popery,  could 
M€  prefer ved  the  epifcopal  order  and  fucceffion 
f  aiy  fociety  that  chofe  to  accept  of  it.     And 

a  calculation  of  numbers  could  be  made,  it 
oeht  perhaps  appear  that,  in  proportion  to  the 
ail  difference  in  this  refpe£):  between  the  two 
inlcn  of  churchmen,  there  were  as  many  re-^ 
n&iB^  Bifhops  in  thofe  days  as  reforming  I^ef-^ 
jtSTij  altho'  it  be  the  common  report  in  this 
Doiitry  that  *^  the  reformation  was  carried  on  by 

Pi^yters."  I  know  the  Popifh  party  will 
rand  all  thefe  men  1  have  mentioned,  with  the 
ibus  titles  pf  Hereticks  and  Apoftates,  and  will 
oldly  affirm,  that  after  their  fovereign  the  Pope 
id  laid  his  Anathemas  upon  them,  they  loft 
w  powers,  and  were  no  longer  Bifhops.  But 
^  ihould  remember  that  when  they  fay  fo,| 
^  contradi£t  their  own  fchool  divides,  Thomas, 
btu,  Bonaventura,  Aureolus,  Capreolus,  Val- 
^  &c.  who  all  of  them,  in  their  commentaries 
Jpnithe  great  text  of  *^  The  Sentences,**  agree  that 
'Mon  pot^  Papa  Epifcopo,  quantumcunque 
^  degradato,  ordinandi  poceftatem  auferre,'*  the 
IV  cannot  from  a  Bifhop,  however  much  de^ 
Ypl.  11,  .^  j;raded, 
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TBTTRR  graded,  take  away  the  power  of  ordination.— 
"^^2^"'i  And  as  for  the  charge  of  Hcrefy,  that  is  a  mcr< 
begging  the  queftion,  and  deferves  no  other  treat 
ment  than  to   be  retorted  on   the  objedors. 

However  it  is  not  with  them,  I  have  to  do  ai 
prefcnt :  It  is  with  people  who  profefs  an  efteen 
iiir  true  primitive  Epifcopacy,  and  feem  to  lamea 
the  woful  ncccfliiy  that  deprived  them  of  thai 
bleffing,  as  the  Prefbyterian  Prefident  of  the 
fyncd  of  Dorr,  Bogermannus,  faid  to  the  Englilli 
Bifhop  Hall,  when  the  Bifliop  put  him  in  miod 
how  fit  a  remedy  Epifcopacy  is  for  fuppreffing  cla 
mour  and  contention,  *'  Domine,  non  fumus  adc 
faelices,  my  Lord,  we  are  not  fo  happy.  Be 
what  was  it  that  ftood  at  firft  between  them  ai 
that  happinefs?  There  were  Proteftant  Bifhol 
fcattered  indeed  here  and  there  who,  if  the  J3 
mitive  example  had  been  followed  on  all  fi^ 
might  have  done  as  the  primitive  Bifhops  did 
as  hot  perfecutions  as  even  ihofe  to  which  tfc 
were  expofcd.  Might  not,  for  inftance,  ^ 
reforming  Princes  of  Germany  who  proteS 
the  Monk  Luther;  might  not  the  independtf 
republic  of  Geneva,  which  received  and  fuppo^ 
ed  the  lay-preacher  Calvin,  have  applied  to  ai 
defired  the  favour  of  a  Herman,  a  Vergerius, 
Gerard  Rouflfeau,  to  take  them  by  the  hand,  ais 
model  their  reformed  church  on  the  old,  and  I) 
their  own  confefiion,  venerable  plan  ?  Indeed,  tb 
more  I  vieyr  the  ftrange  and  inconfift^t  pr< 
ceedings  of  thofe  times,  I  am  ftill  the  more  ooi 
yinced  that  there  has  been  a  defed  fomewher 
I  might  have  faid  every  where,  upon  this  va 
fcore ;  and  a  defeci  too  which  fcems  to  have  bs 
its  rife  in  that  very  church  which  now  exclain 
fo  loudly  againft  it.     The  Biihops  for  a  cour 

0 
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.:*"  ages,  had   been  accuilomecl  to  bLhola  tlic  pa-  lejtkk 
irimony  and  temporal  endowments  of  the  church  x^xva^ 
with  fuch  an  eye  of  afFeftionate  admiration,  that 
chev  thought,  when  thele  were  at  any  time  taken 
or  withheld  from  them  for  whatever   caufc,  they 
bd  nothing  more  to  do  as  Bifhops.     From  the 
fcarc  and  naked  poflrflion  of  that  tiile,  they  feem  to 
hive  reckoned  themfelvcs  neither  obliged  nor  even 
almoft  empowered,    to  ordain  clergy   or   prcfervc 
their  own  order,  or  in  a  w-ord,  to  perform  any 
part  of  the  epifcopal  fan^ion  ;  which  miflakcn  no- 
tion was  one  grievous  impediment  in  the  way  of 
a  regular   reformation   on   the  fide  of  what  con- 
cern any  of  the   epifcopal  order  had  in  it. 

And  then  from  the  other  fide,  it  is  to  be  ob- 

ferved  that,  the  moll  of  the  firfl:  rcforininj;  prcach- 

tr?,  who  had  any  ri'j  lit  to  the  clerical   characler. 

Diving  formerly    been   Monks,  would    naturally 

bring  u-ith  them  from  their  cloyflers  that   indif-^ 

fcrence  and  want   of  elleem,  not  to  call  it  avcr- 

fion  or  contempt,  for  lii'hops,  which  the  jMonaf- 

tick  iiratemitiirs  hiid  either  bv  lone:  cullom  or  bv 

txpreis    exemption,    been    ufed    to    entertain. — 

Hence  they   would  naturally  indulge   llicmfelves 

in  the  conceit,  that  as   they  had  been  in  ufc   to 

ileclaim  and  preach  where  they   pleafed,  and  to 

ba?e  their  numbers   kept  up  at  the  difcretion  of 

their  Abbot  or  Prior,  who  was  for  the  mod  part 

coly  in  low  orders,  and  fometimes  in  no  orders 

«  all,  they  might  itill  carry  on   the   old  method 

uadcr  the  new  form  without  fubmillion  to,  or  dc- 

pcndence  upon,  any    Bilhop  whatever.     It  may 

therefore  be  faid  with  loo  much   truth,  that   the 

W  defect  in  the  reformed  lyftem,  fo  much    re- 

pctted  by  fame,  and  complained  of  by   others^ 

has  been  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  altogether,  oc- 

S  2  cafioned 
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l.F.jrP.R  cafioncd  by  thefe  two  inftances  of  (!orruptia 
^^^\  Vvhich  the  Romifli  church,  from  her  views  ^ 
worldly  policy,  had  early  begun  and  long  tm 
couraged,  an  impudent  felf-conceit  in  the  Monlc 
and  a  ilrange  forgetfulnefs  of  fpiritual  chara£t« 
in  the  Bifliops.  ITie  lay-powers  too  who  era 
braced  and  fupported  the  reformation,  when  on** 
they  had  fingered  the  rich  patrimony  of  the  churcl 
would  not  be  willing  to  reilore  fuch  an  ampa 
fhare  6f  it,  as  might  be  thought  neceffary  fS 
the  fupport  of  the  Epifcopal  order,  efpecially  ' 
that  degree  of  pomp  and  affluence,  which  the 
had  been  taught  to  look  upon  as  eiTential  to  tir 
character  of  a  Bifliop.  Thefe  concurring  cL 
cumftances  indeed  may  be  faid  to  have  formed 
kind  of  accidental  neceflitv,  in  the  lax  fenfeoftt 
word,  but  fuch  a  neceffity  at  the  fame  time  s 
had  a  good  deal  of  choice  in  it,  and  might  faa 
care  and  circumfpedion  have  been  at  lail  eafil 
removed,  if  all  parties  had  been  lincerc  and  honel 
in  the  bufinefs. 

What  I  have  faid  about  the  reformed  churche 
abroad  is  equally  applicable,  if  not  more  fo,  t( 
the  cafe  of  our  own  reformers  at  home.  Fo 
their  fcheme  of  fuperintendency,  as  it  was  pre 
pofed  and  managed,  tho'  it  feemed  to  carry 
kindly  afpeft  towards  Epifcopacy,  yet  was  at  be 
but  an  uimecefl'ary  mimicry  of  that  form,  whic 
by  their  connexions  with,  and  obligations  to  £n{ 
land  at  that  time,  they  might  have  obtained  i 
reality.  There  were  two  or  three  nominal  Bifho] 
who  had  joined  the  reforming  party  in  this  couj 
try,  Stuart  of  Caithnefs,  Bothwell  of  Orkney,  ai 
Hamilton  of  Argyle  :  I  call  them  nomioal  £ 
fhops  ;  becaufe,  by  an  abufe  of  long  (landinj 
they  were  only  named  f o,  and  put  in  a  fort ,  • 

poffeffic 
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foiTcffion  of  the  temporalities  of,  the  See,  without  letter  * 
tahng  proper  orders  for  the  office,  and  fometimes  -"^xxvii. 
^ihout  anjr  orders  at  all.     But  they  had  like-  '''■^^^^'^^. 
•ifcone  real,  duly  ordained  Bifhop  on  their  fide, 
-Wexander  Gordon,  of  the  family  of  Huntly,  who 
^d  been  firft  dcfigned  for  the  See  of  Glafgow, 
^t  being  fet  afide  by  the  Pope   who  preferred 
y^mes  Beton,    was  by  way  of  amends  honoured 
firf  with  the  empty  title  of  Archbifhop  of  Athens, 
*«d  then   provided  to  the  Bifhoprick  of  the  Ifles 
O  1553,  from  whence  he  was  chofen  for  Gallo- K*it'''«  ca- 
*^ay  on  the  death  of  Bifliop  Durie  in  1558,  and  ^'^°^*^* 
ta.  that  ftation  fat  as  one  of  the  fpiritual  eftate 
^  the  late  Parliament. 

It  is  true,  thefe  nominal  Bifhops,  even  with  Bi- 
^op  Gordon  at  thtir  head,  might  not  have  been 
brought   fufficient   to  have  duly   founded   a   re- 
^^rmed   Epifcopal  church  after  the  truly  primi- 
ive  modeL     But  our    reformers    were   now  in 
ft.    fair  way  of  being  afiifled  in  the  polity  of  the 
r  lurch,  as  they  had  been  in  the  affairs  of  ftate, 
rem  England,    if  they  had  been  as   folicitous 
^bout  the   one    as   they  were  about  the  other. 
Phis  requires  to  be  more  particubrly  accounted 
"or,  as  the  laft  view  we  took  of  church-matters: 
ixm  the  neighbouring  kingdom  was  fietr  from  pro- 
Tisifmg   any  fuch  friendly  aid  to  the  caufe  of  re« 
formation.     The  Popilh  Mary,  who  had  fucceed- 
ed  ber  Proteftant  brother  Edward  in  the  year 
*SS3»  ^d  early  begun  to  difcover   her  attach- 
loat  to   the  exploded  rites,   and  her  indigna- 
tion at  the  ufaee  her  mother  Catharine  had  met 
^th.    Some  of  the  Bifhops  who  had  renounced 
the  Pope  under  Henry's  ftrait    reins,  and  had 
hcgui  to  boggle  a  little  under  the  lax  govern- 
ment of  the  young  Edward,  fuch  as  Gardiner 
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j.ETTER  of  Winchefter,  Bonner  of  London,  &c.  n< 
XXXVII.  veered  about  to  the  old  point,  and  openly  i 
Glared  the  fentiments  which  they  had  allak) 
kept  lurking  in  their  hearts.  Such  of  that  < 
der  as  were  fincere  in  their  profeflions,  ai 
ftedfaftly  adhered  to  the  reforming  fcheme  \?hi 
all  had  once  concurred  in,  either  provided  I 
their  fafety  by  a  timely  flight  out  of  the  kin 
dom^  or  if  they  (laid,  under  the  infidious  ofi 
of  public  difputation  with  their  advyfaries,  we 
apprehended  and  thrown  in  prilon.  The  fii 
public  thing  that  Mary  did,  was  to  fend  for  Ca 
dinal  Pool,  a  diftant  relation  of  the  royal  famil 
to  whom  Henry  had  once  given  a  penfionfi 
carrying  on  his  education,  but  had  withdraw 
it,  and  got  him  Tittainted  in  x'arliament  for  put 
lifliing  a  virulent  invedive  againft  him  on  h 
rupture  with  Rome.  Upon  this  welcome  iw 
tation,  Pool  came  over  in  1554,  fortified  ^ 
the  character  of  Pope's  Legate,  and  the  next  y« 
after  having  his  attainder  reverfed  by  a  Pat^ 
mentary  decree,  he  in  the  Pope's  name  andl 
thority  abfolved  the  whole  nation  of  Enjf  1 
from  their  guilt  of  fchifm  and  apoftacy  in 
two  late  reigns,  and  folcmnly  reconciled  ther'3 
the  Apoftolic  See.  And  here  let  it  be  obfer^ 
that  all  this  time,  and  at  the  performance  of 
fo  capital  and  peculiar  ad  of  fpiritual  funft^ 
this  Cardinal  Legate,  who  had  already  been 
of  the  three  Prelidents  in  the  council  of  Tr# 
was  only  in  Deacon's  orders^  and  was  not 
"vanced  to  the  high  order  of  Bifhop  till  fome  tS 
after  this,  by  three  Englifli  Bilhops,  Heath,  B^ 
ixer,  and  Hodgkins«  This  was  one  ofthemS 
new  devices  which  the  Popes  had  invented 
fink  the   dignity  of  their  brethren  Bifhops^ 

dccki 
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necking  Deacons,  the  loweft  of  the  three  Apofto-  LETTfit 
fie  degrees,  with  red  hats  and  afFeded  titles,  and  xxxvii. 
thereby  exalting  them  above  thofe,  who,  by  ori- 
gioal  inflitution  and  ancient  practice,  were  their 
faperiors.  So  many  co-operating  caufes  do  we 
ind  in  this  corrupt  fyftem  of  Popery  towards 
dut  difregard  of,  and  departure  from,  the  Apof- 
tolic  plan  of  Epifcopacy,  which  now  fo  unhappily 
{Tcvailed* 

After  this  parade  of  reconciliation  was  over, 
the  old  burning  bufinefs  was  renewed.  And 
tho'  Pool  was  a  good  naturcd,  humane  man, 
ifid  was  once  thought  a  little  favourable  to  the 
Lutherans,  to  whom  his  houfe,  when  abroad, 
ni  always  open,  yet  the  impetuous  and  time- 
fcrring  zeal  of  Gardiner  and  Bonner,  taking  hold 
rflhe  Queen's  bigotry  and  fournefs  of  temper, 
Vtottght  numbers  to  the  flames  from  different 
pans  of  the  kingdom*  •  It  is  foinewhat  furprifing, 
that,  nocwith (landing  of  the  Queen's  forwardnefs 
for  having  the  church  in  England  refettled  upon 
the  old  footing,  Archbifhop  Cranmer  the  Pro- 
idbnt  Metropolitan  ihould  have  been  fpared  fo 
long;  for  he  fuffered  not  till  March  1556,  and 
Ac  See  of  Canterbury  was  not  difpofed  of  till 
lu  death.  The  expedient  of  lay-deprivation  had 
M,  it  feems,  been  then  thought  of,  tho'  it  was 
3  wonder  that  the  Pope's  Bulls  had  not  been 
^lied  to,  or  the  hated  Archbifliop   put  out  of 

*  It  has  been  computed  that  in  tliis  combaflion  there  perifhed 

^eBiftops,  Crannicr  of  Canterbury,   Ridley  of  London,   La- 

'"00  if  Worccfter,  Hooper  of  Gloucc(br,  and  Ferrers  of  St» 

Wdi,  twenty  one  inferior  clergymen,  eight  lay-gentlemen, 

^ViiyfiMr  tradefmcn,  one  hundred  huibandmen,  fifty  five  women, 

'Dd  Eavr  children.     Enough  and  more  than  enough  to  difgrace 

ine  unals  and  blacken  the  memory  of  any  people  who  went  by 

t^bcicdiumeofchriaiaQ« 

the 
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LITTER  the  way  fooner :  However,  now  upon  his  dcs 
XXXVII.  p^  ^^  made  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  a 


every  thing,  except  the  bed  part  of  the  old  te 
poralities,  which  to  the  Pope*s  great  difguft,  i 
Queen  ftill  kept  hold  of,  feemed  to  be  ia 
fiourifliing  and  profperous  a  train  as  could  li: 
been  wifhed.  But  this  fair  profped  did  not  '. 
long.  For  in  little  more  than  two  years 
Nov.  15,  Queen  died,  and  Pool  did  not  furvive  her  m.: 
'^'^'  hours.  Her  fifter  Elizabeth^  who  had  been  : 
quently  in  danger,  but  had  ftill  been  preferw 
more  from  maxims  of  ftate-policy  than  any  oC 
confideration,  was  immediately  proclaimed  w^ 
out  the  lead  difturbance,  and  crowned  about  'I 
months  after.  The  See  of  Canterbury,  wti 
the  cruelty  of  Mary  had  opened  for  Pool,  was  ri 
vacant  by  the  hand  of  nature,  if  not  of  pr-^ 
dence,  and  was  canonically  filled  with  Dr.  IS/. 
thew  Parker,  who  had  been  Dean  of  Lincoln 
Edward's  time,  and  on  his  nomination  to  C 
terbury,  was  on  the  17th  of  December  1559  c 
fecrated  in  Lambeth  chapel  by  the  four  furvir* 
reformed  Bifliops,  William  Barlow  formerly 
Bath,  now  eleft  of  Chichefter,  John  Scory  fornr 
ly  of  Chichefter,  riov/  eleA  of  Hereford,  Mi 
Coverdale  of  Exeter,  and  John  Hodgkin .  Suff 
gan  of  Bedford,  who  had  all  of  them  received  1 
Epifcopal  character,  thro'  the  fame  hands  w 
fome  of  the  greateft  Bifhops  in  Queen  Mar 
time.  * 

*  About  forty  years  after  this,  a  foolifli  Rory  was  tru&pec 
under  the  ridiculous  title  of  the  Nag's-hcad  confccrationf  to  m 
people  believe  that  the  folcmnity  was  performed  clandeftiDcly  i 
m  a  farcical  way  in  a  common  tavern,  which  has  been  again ; 
again  confuted,  in  a  more  ferious  manner  indeed,  and  with  a 
(Irengthofdemondration,  than  the  w^aknefs  of  the  calumny 
the  chara^erof  its  author^  deferred* 
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Kow  from  this   (hort  fketch  of  the  pofturc  of  letter 
^Sm  in  Fngland,  it  is  manifeft  that  our  refor-  *^^^'  ^ 
DKfs  might  have  been  eafily  aflifted  in  model- 
ling^ the  Scoltifh   church,  upon  a  much  nearer  re- 
fanblance  to  the  original  plan,  than  that  mixed 
Bwley  fcheme,  which  they  were  induced  to   fet 
\sf  in  imitation  of  it.     Yet  fo  far  were  they  from 
ddiring  any  fuch  foreign  affidance,  that  they  even 
did  not  make  a  proper    ufe  of  what   few   helps 
thdr  own  country  aiForded  them.     For  that  very 
A'ftop  Gordon  of  Galloway,  who  had  declared 
ix  them,  and  appears  in  his  fubfequent  behavi-* 
our  to  have  been  as  hearty,  on  what  might  be 
called  the  church  fide  of  the  queftion,   as  any  of 
them,  tho*  in  end  he  differed  from  the  great  body 
cf  them  in  politics,  yet  tho'   a  Bi(hop  he  was 
pailed  by  in  the  nomination  of  fuperintendents  or 
ciucf  minifters,  and  the  fuperintendency   of  the 
^cflwhere  his  diocefs  lay,  was  given  to  an  obfcure 
Frandfean  Friar  of  that  country,  John  Willocks. 
Tea,  not  only  fo,  but  when  the  Biihop  defired,  in 
ODeof  their  aflfemblies   to  be   admitted  into  that 
clafc,  he  was  put  off  with  a  limited  fort  of  commif- 
fcn  for  the  purpofe  of  vifitation,  and  at  another 
time,  on  fome  vague  accufation,  was  even  fufpend- 
«d  for  a  while  from  the  exercife  of  the   miniftry 
in  any  (hape.     So  jarring  and  incongruous  in  its 
conilitution  is  this  new  polity  of  a  church,   and 
i>  little  encouragement  had  even  the  mofl:  primi- 
ti^dy  inclined  Bifhops,   to  accede  to  it,  notwith- 
Wmg  of  that  appearance  of  regard  to   prelacy 
^Wdi  the  flattering  found  of  fuperlntendtncy  car- 
Ad  along  with  it*    Yet  fuch  as  it  is,  we  muft  in 
w  hiftorical    narration  put  up  with    it    for  a 
^e:   And  to  this  narration  I  fhall  very  foon 
{Koceed.  Only,  before  1  begin  to  look  into  the  ge- 
YoL  IL  T  neral 
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i.FTTEB  neral  affemblies  oftlie  reformed  kirk  of  Sc^ 
^^H\  it  nifty  not  be  improper  to  take  another  view 
^        the  great  general  aflembly   of  the  Pope's  kir! 
Trent. 

We  had  left  the  fathers  of  that  council  frigb 
ed  away  by  the  approach  of  the  Proteftapt  IV 
rice  of  Saxony,  with  a  numerous  body  of  trp 
in  the  year  1552.  After  which,  in  tenpsol 
treaty  of  Pafiaw,  the  religious  differences  in  i 
many  were  debated  between  the  Emperor^s  ag 
and  the  Proteftants,  fomctimes  in  one  place,  li. 
times  in  another,  and  to  little  purpofe ;  till  «. 
Charles's  refignation  in  1556,  his  brother  F^ 
nand,  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  Empire,  and  fe 
to  have  been  the  hoqefter  man  of  the  two,  & 
to  £bme  fort  of  terms  with  them  a  fecoiul  tj 
and  again  renewed  his  applications  to  this  E 
for  re-affembling  the  council,  to  put  a  final 
medy  to  thefe  divifions.  Upon  which,  the  t 
Pope  Pius  IV.  publiihed  a  Bqll  in  1 5609  cpn* 
ing  the  council  again  at  Trent,  againft  Eaft^r 
the  next  year.  However,  becaufe  of  jh^  paucil 
attendants  at  that  day,  the  iir|l  feffic^,  which 
the  feventeenth  from  their  firfl  meeting,  was 
held  till  the  iStb  of  January  1562,  iiiwbiehi 
fides  common  formalities,  there  was  no  vMt 
bufmefs  done.  In  the  eighteenth  feflion  there 
a  decree  made  concerning  {H'ohibited  books, 
an  index  of  them  drawn  up :  But  it  was  not  { 
liihed  while  the  council  fat,  for  fear  of  o6fen< 
the  Lutherans,  if  they  (hould  have  feen  thar  • 
writings  condemned.  In  the  two  next  fdi 
the  ambafladors  from  France  embaraflfed  their 
ceedings  a  good  deal,  by  infilling  on  fome  cere 
luaU,  which  were  at  lad  adjufted,  and  the  a 
cil  went  on:   And  becaufe  it   was  defired 
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:fcpcimscf  faith  {r.oiild  not  l:c  haniilcu  till  the ifttkr 

ftoicflanis  were  Ifeaid  with  their  objedions,  this  ''^^^^ 

oatter  was  deiorrcd  till  another  meeting.     In  the 

oeaDrune,   the   ainballidors  front   the  Kmperor 

md  (be  Kin;^  of  France,   from   tlungary  and  Bo- 

kmia,  and  trom  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  all  propof- 

cdthat,  for  gaining  the  Proiellants,  communion 

in  both  kinds  ihoutd  be  allowed,  and  the  propofal 

lu  debated  in  fevcral  meetings.     Yet  notwith- 

iluding  of  this   powerful  interpofition,  an  eva- 

live  decree    paflfed  in  the   twenty    firft   feilion, 

(hat  "  it  wai  matter  of  faith  to  believe  that  coni- 

^ munlcatin);  in  one  kind,   as  to  the  laiy  and 

"  clergy   who  do  not  confecKite,  is  fufficient  to 

^  falvation.'*     And   fo,  without  takinjj   further 

Botice  of  this  fo  prefling  and  long  complained  of 

grievance^  they  went  on  to  define  the  lacrifice  of 

the  mafsy  which  in  the  twenty  fecond  feilion  is 

declared  to  be    "  a  facrifice  propitiatory  for   the 

"  living  and  for  the   faithful  departed,  offered  to 

"  God  aione^   tho'  fometimes  in  honour  of  the 

"  laints,  and  out  of  regard  to  their  memory.*' — 

The  twenty  third  feflion  on  the  15  th  of  July  156  j 

dedded  the  dodrine  of  the  facrament  of  orders  : 

like  twenty  fourth   on  November   nth   deHned 

marriage  to  be  a  facrament,  but  not  preferable  to 

Tirginiiy  ot  celibacy :    The  twenty  fifth  and  lall 

feilK)a   on  the  3d  of  December  eftablifhed  Pur- 

g-tory,  indulgences,  and  invocation  of  faints ;  And 

ilicn  they  referred  all  difputes  and  conteited  fenfes 

shout  the  meaning  of  th^ir  decrees,  to  the  Pope^- 

Angle  and   abfolute   determin  -.tion.     Accordingly 

tbift  Pope  foon  after  digelted  all  thcfe  various  de-» 

dSoiis  into  twelve  diilind  articles,  which  he  added 

to  the  twelve  articles  of  the  Apoftles  creed,  and 

publilhed  to  the  world  under  the  title  of  the  Creed 

^Jtbc  Council  of  Tnnt  as  the  only  ftandard  ot  the 

T  3  Catholic 
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j.FTTFP   Catholic    faith,   to   be   received  by  all  Catholic 
XXXVII    pgopi^^  and  fworn  to  and  fubfcribed  by  every  cler- 
gyman on  his  adniiflion   into  orders^ 

Thus  ended  this  famous  council  of  Trent,  the 
laft  and  confummating  council  of  the  Romifli 
church,  after  having  fat.  from  firft  to  laft,  eighteen 
years,  under  five  fucceflive  Popes :  .  In  all  ^hich 
time,  inftead  of  healing  any  one  fore^  or. reform- 
ing any  of  thofe  diforders  which  their  own  Em- 
perors and  Kings  coriiplained  of,  they  rather  con- 
firmed and  widened  the  Proteftant  breach  by  their 
ftiffncfs  and  obftinacy,  and  drove  up  the 'contend- 
ed point  of  the  Papal  fuprcinacy  to  alnioft  a  great- 
er height  than  it  had '  been  at  before,  if  the  fe- 
veral  fovereign^r  of  that  odinmuuion  had',  been  as 
tame  and  fubmitiive  as  their  predeceflfors,  and  had 
not  been  taught,  by  Proteftant  examples,  to  ftand 
more  up  in  defence  of  their  royal  prerogatives 
than  had  been  done  in  former  times.  * 

*  The  world  has  been  favoured  with  two^ different   hiftorfcs 
of  this  council  cf  Trent :  One^  under  the  fictitious  name  ofpietro 
Soavc  Polano,  by  father  Paul  Sarpi,  a  divine  of  Venice,  and  Pro-i 
vincial  of  tht  order  of  the  fc»\its  (or  fcrvants  of  the  bJofled  virgin, 
a  religious  order  fct  up  at  Florence  in  the  year  lij*)  who,  at  the 
time  that  Paul  V.  was  contending  about  his  po^vcrs  ^ith:  theic- 
puhlic  of  Venice,  wiote  a,  hiilory  of  this  council  by  way  d'an- 
fwcr  to  the  infolcnt  claims  which  the  Pope  was  making  u])on  the 
privileges  of  the  republic'     This  woik  of  father  Paul's,  by  his 
candor  and  plainnefs  in  expofing  the  bafe  intrigues  of  the  Papal 
party  fcr  ])acking  and  and  overawing  the  council^  ^  as' highly  pro- 
voking to  the  Pope  and  his  courtiers,  but  was  well  received  by  the 
Venetians,  and  indeed  by  the  gccatdt  and  hcil  part  pf  the  Romiili 
communion  :    And  fueh  repute  was  the  m;m  m,  for  facfliiy  and 
integrity  that,  after  his  death,  the  people  prayed  at  his  tomb,  till 
they  were  cxprefsly  prohibited  by  Pope  Uiban  VIII.     The  other 
hiftory  was  written  about  50  years  after  this  ■  rft   one,  by  Sforzi 
Pallavicini,  who    was  maiie  Cardinal  by  Pope   Alexandtr  \iL 
in  1659,  a^ii  to  fup})ort  the  Papal  cauic  in  muO)  things  contradids 
father  P.uii's  account,  but  was  anfwcrcd  bv  a  treaiifc  on  that  fubjeA 

But 
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But  while  the  controverfy  about   reformation  x^^,f 
»a5  thus  carried   on  in  an  open  and  public  man- 
ner, there  ilarted  up  a  private  and  difunited  feft, 
who,  on  the  bare  ground  of  their  own  reafoning 
fculries,  fet   up  a  new  belief,   not  in   any  of  the 
fcfir  controverted  articles  of  the  times,  but  in 
'fc grand,  and  then  uniformly  received  article  of 
it  nature  and  merits  of  that  blefi'ed  Perfon,  from 
rfiom  they  ftill  took  to  themfelves  the  common 
Uat  of  Chriilians.     This  fed  appeared  firft  in 
l/v,  where  a  I^selius   Socinus   and  his  nephew 
ullus  were  bred,  and  have  the  honour,  fuch  as 
s,  of  giving  the  diftinguifliing   name   to   the 
olc  tribe,  tho*  neither  the  moft   confpicuous 
•  the  moft  adive  ^mong  them.     For,  cotem- 
ary  with  them  and  of  the  fame  country,  were 
m  Paul  Alciate  a  gentleman  of  Milan,  George 
ndrata  a  Piedmontefe  phyfician,  James   Paleo- 
AK  a  Dominican  of  Rome,  and  fundr}'  others, 

0,  on  beginning  to  vent  their  novelties,  being 
red  to  leave  Italy  for  fear  of  the  inquifition, 
k  fliehcr  in  the  Proteftant  countries  of  Switzer- 
i  and  Geneva,  but  meeting  with  no  favourable 
rption  from  Calvin  and  his  aflbcitcs,  they 
It  at  different  times  and  in  dift'  rent  charafters 
^)land  and  Tranfylvania,  where  the  civil  broils 

diviftons  gave  them  fcope  to  publifh  their  no- 
18  with  freedom.  Fauftus  Socinus  had  got 
effion  of  the  papers,  which  his  uncle  Lsclius 
i   written  on  the  fubjeft  of  Chrift's  divinity, 

1.  thefe  were  the  only  materials  he  had  to  go 
work  with.     This  was   a  new  field  of  contro- 

\tdthenew  Go/)iel  of  Cartftnal  Pallavinm  :  And  to  this  day 
her  Y%xM%  hitto:  y  as  the  moil  genuine  and  authentic^  has  the 
xferencc  among  all  dcnominaciuns,  except  among  the  Jcfuits 
flAcKben  of  the  Pope's  creatures. 

verfy 
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i.BTTFR  verfy  ojpened,  where  none  of  th^  diflfaiters  ffo 
?^^"*  the   Romifti  church  had  hitherto  appeared^  ii 
tirhere  thefe  fubtilizing  gentlemen  concluded  i 
might  be  attacked,  if  not  with  fuccefs^  ac  leaf):  vii 
fboie  (bare  c£  fame  and  reputation* 

The  old  berefy  of  Arius,  which  had  long  mftc 
m  noiie,  was  now  exploded  and  almoR  forgottd 
and  the  refortners  in  the  feTeral  {>arts  of  Eurof 
a^eed  with  Rome  in  the  old  cathoitc  docbig 
of  the  divinity  of  Jefus  Chrift»  This^  Am 
Icheme  therefore,  Socinus  slnd  his  cotnpankn 
thought  fit  to  revive,  with  this  ialpiovemctiUt 
make  it  appear  their  own^  that  wheteas  Ariuf 
abfurdly  enough  to  be  fure^  Would  biive  &^ 
to  be  a  fort  of  being  between  God  and  creatw 
or  in  other  words,  a  created  God,  which  cii 
lied  inconliftency  in  the  vtry  found,  the  Socb 
ans  maintained  that  he  was  altogether  a  m^ 
man,  and  had  no  manner  of  exigence  before 
incarnation  ^  that  all  the  defign  of  his  office  ^ 
not  to  redeem  mankind,  but  to  inftrud  tl»^ 
and  that  his  death  on  the  crcffs  Was  with 
other  view^  and  had  no  other  effeiLt^  but  c? 
to  be  a  pattern  of  heroic  virtue,  and  a  coftfidr^ 
tion  of  the  truth  of  his  do<^lrine^  In  confeqcie^: 
of  this,  they  denied  the  original  pollution  of 
lure,  the  neceflity  of  grace,  and  the  efficacy 
iacramental  inftitutions.  They  had  other  ftrai:: 
conceits  about  the  immenfity  and  omnifcietuse ' 
God,  about  the  operations  of  the  human  mic 
and  the  nature  and  duration  of  a  future  flft 
But  thefe  debriAng  notions  about  the  perfiui  ai 
offices  of  Jefus  Chriir,  are  the  diltinguiihing  ten< 
of  the  party,  and  make  the  capital  figure  ia  : 
their  writings,  which  are  both  numerous  afid  s 
ful.     Yet  they  all  continued  for  a  while  to  pr 
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irift,  and    to  worfliip  him  on  the  footing  of  rttfr 
6!ig^  as  it  were,  a  vice-god,  inverted  with  ^^^", 
rdgn  power  over  all  creatures  :  Till  within  " 
years  after  their  firft  appearance,   one  of 
liiciple&i  Francis  David,  oppo£ed  this  prac- 
ipon  the  unanfwerable  argument,  that  no 
p  or   adoration  ought  to   be  given  to  a 
'e,  hoviTever  high  or  excellent,.     This  man 
[  much  trouble  to  the  fed,  and  fplit  them 
ro   fadions.   Socinus  himfelf  died  in  the 
I04  near  Cracow,  but  the  party  did  not  die 
inx.     They  maintained  their  ground  long 
and^  where  they  had  fchools,  publiflied  ca- 
ts, and  for  fome  time  engrofled  mod  of 
ateftant  nam^^     In  I'rviflia   too  and  Hol- 
ley  had  long  footing,  but  were  little  he^d 
England,  till  during    the    confufions    of 
s   the    Firft's    time,  that  a    John  Biddle 
ied   and    openly  avowed   their  tenets,  and 
d  ibr  theqi.     After  which,  fundry  ott^^rs 
I  the  fame  paths,  particularly  among  the 
:ts  from  the  ^{tablifhed  church.    Jt  is  on- 
ate  years  that  fome  of  her  clergy,  feized 
he  infeftion,  have  broke  oflF  from  her  com- 
Q,  and  formed  themfelves  into  feparate  fo- 
,  where  (heir  wor(hip  is  c-ondud^  fay  a 
entirely    agreeable   to    th^ir    own  prin- 
iU  erior  is  catching,  and  novelty  alwpy 
g,  it  is  {M-pbable   we   may  fppn  have  the 
ins  aJdisd  to  ifae  many  other  fe^  of  this 
1  country.     It  feems  already  ^  matter  of 
vfaetber  th^  real  fentiments  of  tngiiy  apipiig 
i&Hcuo^s  enpugh  both  for  ftatioa  af}d  part^^ 
nr    distant  from    thofe    of  Socinus,    as 
thar^i^r    and  outward   profeflion  woi^ld 
tdp.  I  am,  i^c. 

hETTEK 
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J.KTrER 
XXXVIH. 


LETTER       XXXVIIL    ^ 


On  ih$  Death  of  her  Hujband  the  King  of  France^ 

Mary  returns  to  Scotland The  two  firft  G 

neral  Aflemblies  of  the  Kirk  had  been  held  b^» 

Jhe  arrived She  ijfues  Proclamations  in  fi 

vour  of  the  Reformers Little  Ejfe6l  of  th 

Condefcenfton Proceedings  in  the  third  Genert 

Jljfembly Augmentation  of  Stipends  demar^ 

'Right  of  Patronage  admitted. 


WHILE  our  reformers,  after  the  parltain 
tary  decrees  in  their  favour,  were  biilj^ 
fetting  their  affairs  to  rights,  an^fnexpefted  c# 
happened,  in  which  both  parties  believed  A^ 
felves  equally  interefted.  On  the  fourth  of  J 
cember  1560  died  Francis  IL  King  of  Frac 
and  hufband  to  our  Queen,  who  was  nom-^ 
a  widow,  without  iffue,  and  only  eighteen  yc 
of  age.  As  foon  as  certain  accounts  of  this  i 
portant  change  reached  Scotland,  agents  were'i 
patched  to  the  Queen  from  both  the  contatkE 

pan 
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psracs,  the  Prior  of  St  Andrews  from  the  refor-  letter 
mcTs,  and  Leflic  afterwards  Bilhop  of  Rofs  from  xxxviir 
the  other  fide,  to  fecure  the  royal  favour  as  early 
aspoffible,  and  counteract  one  another.     Among 
the  inftrudions  given  to  the  Prior  he  was  particu- 
trlvadmonifhed  "  not  to  condefcend  that  her  Ma- 
**  jefty  ihould  have  mafs  publicly  or  privately  with- 
"  in  the  kinncdom,  otherwife  he  would  betrav  the 
**  Qufe  of  God  to   the   utmoft  danger/*     The 
otiiera;rent  was  inftruded  to  a  contrary  purpoie  ; 
and  both,    we   are  told,   delivered   their  feveral 
cooimiirions  with  fufficient  fidelity.     The  Queen  j 

of  England  too  fent  her  compliments  of  condor- 
bee  to  our  Queen,  and  at  the  fame  time  demand- 
ed from  her  a  formal  ratification  of  the  late 
tonr,  which  Mary,  politely  enough,  and  with 
Jfttt  appearance  of  reafon,  evaded.  Yet  Eliza- 
beth was  fo  much  offended,  that  (he  would  neither 
allow  Mary's  envoy  Moniieur  d'Oyfel  to  pals  thro' 
England  to  Scotland,  nor  give  the  Scottifh  Queen  Keit'i. 
hfrfctf  any  aflurance  of  a  free  and  unmoleftedP- *''• 
ptiage  to  her  own  kingdom.  This  ungenerous 
Wiaviour  made  a  (Irong  impreffion  on  the  mind 
rfSIary,  but  did  not  retard  her  departure  from 
f^rance.  She  was  accompanied  to  Calais  by  fix 
^es  of  Lorrain,  her  uncles,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  French  nobility  of  both  fexes,  and  after 
cfting  there  fome  days,  embarked  on  board  one 
f  the  galleys  which  the  King  her  brothcr-in-lavv 
ttd  provided  for  her.  All  the  firll  dajr  Ihe  kept 
^  eyes  ftill  towards  the  coail  of  France,  till  the 
ihrioiefg  intercepted  her  view-  At  night  fhe  or- 
fcitd  a  couch  to  be  fpread  for  her  upon  the  deck, 
Md  charged  the  pilot  to  awaken  her  how  foon 
Rjjtt  returned,  if  the  land  of  France  was  ftill  in 
*^  As  thev  had  made  little  way  during  the 
Vo1.il    '  U  nlijhr. 
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LETTFR  night,  when  morning  came,  fhc  had  ftill  the 
XXXVII!  tisfadion  of  beholdih;^  the  coail  of  France, 
fixing  her  eyes  upon  it,  as  long  as  fhe  could 
tinguifli  the  land,  fhe  was  often  heard  to 
**  Farewell  France  !  Farewell,  beloved  coun 
"  I  fhall  nevet  fee  thee  more.'*  At  lafl  the  \ 
proving  favourable,  fhc  loft  fight  of  her  i 
France ;  and  a  providential  fog  contributing 
her  efcape  from  the  Englifli  fhips  that  were 
to  intercept  her,  flie  landed  fafe  at  the  per 
Leith  on  the  20th  of  Auguft  1561.  Sue 
happy  arrival  occafioned  an  univcrfal  rejoij 
throughout  the  kingdom,  and  people  of  all  « 
and  denominations  were  eager  to  congratulate 
return  of  a  much  extolled  Sovereign,  who  had 
been  feen  in  her  own  country  for  more  1 
thirteen  years.  But  as  ecclefiaflical  bufinel 
my  principal  concern,  I  fhall  now  return  u 
and  only  take  notice  now  and  then  of  fuel 
the  civil  tranfadions  of  this  agitated  reign  as 
more  immediately  connefted  with  the  fubjc 
have  in  hand. 

The  reformed  fociety  had  already,  under  (ha 
of  parliamentary  authority,  held  two  general 
femblies  of  their  kirk  :  The  firfl  on  the  V 
tieth  of  December  1560,  confifling  of  forty 
members,  of  whom  only  fix  are  in  the  lift  fl 
minifters,  viz.  John  Knox,  Chriftopher  Goodi 
John  Row,  David  Lindfcy,  William  Harlaw, 
William  Chriftiefon.  The  reft  are  called  i 
mijfioners  for  Kirks,  and  feem  all  to  have  rd 
fouth  of  the  river  Dee.  At  this  meeting  the  j 
bufinefs  feems  to  have  been,  to  give  in  the  na 
Keith.  of  fuch  as  fhould  be  appointed  for  reading 
P'  '♦vS.  common  prayer  publicly  in  all  kirks,  and 
gregations,  and  of  thole  who  fhould  be  fc 

fui 
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farther  qualified  for  the  greater  work  of  Minif-  r.Hr  rrR 
tringanJ  Teacbtn^^  inconfequence  of  which  fcrutiny  ^xxviii. 
we  find  in  Kyle  eight  that  were  capable  to  be  read- 
en,  and  only  one  "  apt  to  teach  ;"  and  for  mini*- 
fcingand teaching  in  An;;us  andMernSjare  appoint- 
ed among  others,  John  Erlkine  laird  of  Dun,  and 
John  Fullarton  Laird  of  Kinnabtr.     The  fecond 
afcmbly  fat  down  May  26th,  1561  :  And  in  both 
ihefcaflemblies application  was  madeto  the  cftates, 
who  then  ruled  every  thing  as  if  there  had  been  no 
fcfcreign,  requiring  idolatry  to  be  fuppreflcd,  and 
farp  punifliinents  to   be  inflifted  on  fuch  faycrs 
or  hearers  of  mafs  as  fhould  be  informed  upon  by 
ume. 

Thus  matters  ftood  in  favour  of  the  reformers 
then  the  Queen  arrived  :  Who  on  the  very  tifth 
day  after,  bv  the  advice  of  the  Proteflant  council 
whom  (he  had  chofen,  iflUed  a  proclamation,  llrict- 
ly  enjoining  all  her  liege  fubjecls  "  that  none  of 
"  ihem  take  in  hand,  privatt'ly  or  openly,  to  make 
"anjr  alteration  or  innovation  of  the  llatc  ofre- 
"  figion,  or  attempt  any  thing  againll  the  fame, 
**  which  her  Majefty  found  publickly  and  uni- 
**  rerfally  standing  at  her  arrival  in  this  her  realm,. 
**  under  pain  of  death/*  At  the  fame  time  com- 
oanding,  under  the  fame  penaltyj  that  no  perfon 
fce  10  moled  or  invade  any  of  her  Majeily*s  fcr- 
^18  and  French  domtilicks,  in  any  place,  or  on 
*ny  pretence  whatever.  It  might  have  been 
thought  thail  fuch  a  gracious  and  early  inftance 
^  condefcenfion  would  have  fatisfied  the  party 
and  made  them  eafy:  But  it  had  the  contrary 
rffcS.  The  Earl  of  Arran,  immediately  and  in 
fecc  of  the  very  Heralds  who  made  the  proclama- 
Aa,  gave  in  a  formal  proteflation  that,  not  wit  li- 
fcmfing  of  what  thanks  they  owe  to  her  Grace  for 

U  2  allowing'' 
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LKi^TKR  allowing  the  true  kirk  of  God  to  go  forward,  yc 
xxxviii  «  jf  any  of  her  fervaiils  fliaii  commit  idolatry  b 
^*  faying  mafs,  or  being  participant  in  it,  this  pre 
'*  clamafipn  fhall  be  no  protcdion  nor  lafeguar< 
^^  to  them  in  that  behalf,  but  that  it  fhall  be  law 
*'  ful  to  inflidl  upon  them  the  paiijs  contains 
**  in  God*s  word  againll  idolaters,  wherever  the] 
*'  may  be  apprehended,  without  favour."  And 
John  Knox,  on  the  very  Sunday  after,  inveighec 
biuerly  againd  the  royal  proclamation,  telling  hi 
people  from  the  pulpit  that  "  the  C^een*s  on. 
lingle ' itlafs  was  more  fri^;htful  to  him,  than, 
thouiiand  armed  enemies  landing  in  any  part  c 
the  kingdom  to  i'upprtrls  the  whole  religion-' 
This  rough  and  unmerited  oppolition,  on  he 
very  firll  entrance  into  government,  could  not  bi 
vex  the  Queen,  and  prepoliels  her  with  an  earl 
difguft  at  both  the  perlons  and  principles  of  fuc 
a  difcontented  feet,  who  could  lb  abufe  fucl^ 
voluntary  inflance  of  lenity  and  moderation,  ^ 
which  flie  ran  the  rifk  of  difobliging  her  fric^ 
of  her  own  proleHion.  For  however  little 
and  his  followers  might  have  thought  this 
clamation  in  their  favour,  or  rather  hurtful  ' 
their  caufe,  yei  Bifhop  Leflie,  who  was  to  the  ^ 
a  Arid  Papiit  and  a  loyal  lubjed  to  his  fovere^ 
in  all  her  fortunes,  faw  this  action  of  hers 
another  light,  and  notwithitanding  of  his  unihal^ 
affedion  to  her,  laments  it  as  the  unhappy  loui^ 
*'  from  which  all  the  mifchicvous  fchilms,  enmitir 
^^  and  ((editions  that  followed  in  Scotland  took  th^ 
*'  rife.'*  Knox  tells  us,  that  for  this  fermon 
his  he  was  called  before  the  Queen,  who  charge 
r\ti.  b.  ir,  him  with  impugning  her  government  in  a  torn0 
P  310.  treatife  on  purpofe,  and  with  continuing  to  ft: 
up  her  fubjecls  againft  her.     To  the  firlt  part  c 

whic 
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which  charge  he  anfwered,  not  by  his  former  fub-  i.ettrr 
itTiU^e  of  the   providential  right,  which   he  did  xxxviii. 
not  tliink  fo  ncccflary  now  as  it  was  to  pacify  the 
<)^een  of  England,  but   by  boldly  aflirming  that 
**  10  this  dav  he  reckoned  himfelf  alone  more  able 
"  10  iuitain  the  thinj^s  laid  down  in  that  work^  than 
"  any  ttn  in  Europe  Ihall  be  able  to  confute  it."  * 
To  the  other   part  ot  the  C^een's  charge  Knox 
plinly  avowed,    that  •'  fubjects  may  refill  by  the 
"Iword  when  God  gives  them   the  power  and 
**  means,  2uid  therefore  he  favs,  when  Princes  ex- 
'^  ceed their  bounds,  to  take  the  fwOrd  from  them, 
"  to  bind  their  hands  and  to  caft  them  into  prilbn, 
**  till  they  be  brought  to  a  more  fober  mind,  is  no 
"  dilbbedience  againll  Princes,  but  juft  obedience, 
*■  becaufe   it  agreeth   with  the  word   cf  God." 
Such  were  the  arguments  produced  by  this  great 
Oracle  of  the  reformers,  in  his  y.eal  aj^ainft  Pope- 
*>"  and  arbitrary  power.     But  was  this  the  ready 
^ay,  either  by  the  nature  of  the  dodrine,  or  the 
Gamier  of  delivering  it,  to  open  their  ibvercign*8 
eyes,    and    reconcile    her    to    the   new  fcheme 
**hich    they  were    fo  earneft    to  get  univerfal- 
V    and  thoroughly  eltabliflied  ?  Yet  fo  humane 
^as  the   Queen,  and    fo  willing  for  the  feke  of 
Peace  10  gratify   thefe  people,   even   by  doing  vi- 
olence to  her  own  principles,   that  within  a  few 
days  (he  emitted  another  proclamation  charging 
and  commanding  her  lieges,  "  that  none  of  thqm 

•  At  the  fame  time  he  owned  his  having  heard,  that  an  En- 

^ViOkBUD  b-<:d  wiitten  ajrainft  that  book,  but  he  had  not  read  him. 

This  EnnlifhiTian  was  Dr.  John  Aylmcr,  afterwards  Biihop  of 

LxNhiin,  uho  had  been  an  exile  for  his  rLliglon   after  Edward's 

dwih  as  veil  as  Kaox,  iind  immediately  en   Knox's  Bhifty  as 

ViemWdit,  coming  out,  publilhed  a  Harbour  n»amft  the  Blaft^ 

\§%bich  he  confui'.d  all  the  Blaltcr's  loplulms  with  great  (Irength 

of  argument  botli  from  fcripturc  and  rcalba. 

"  take 
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LETTER  "  take  in  hand .  to  purchafe  or  fend  for  comi 
P^^\  "  ^^^^^  from  Rome,  for  confirmation  of  any  I 
^^  *'  made  of  kirk  lands  to  whatfoever  perfoHs,  fi 
^*  the  fixth  of  March  1559,  nor  to  ufe  or  proc 
**  upon  any  commiflion  that  might  have  cc 
^*  fmce  that  time."* 
A.D.1561.  Notwithftanding  all  this  compliance  on 
Queen's  fide,  the  preachers  went  on  exclaim 
on  all  occafions  againft  her  having  mafs  privs 
ly  in  the  chapel  of  her  own  palace,  and  h 
nfeeting  in  November,  they  proceeded  fo  far 
to  ftate  and  debate  the  quelUon  formally,  "  Wl 
**  ther  the  fubjedts  might  put  hand  to  fupprefs  t 
**  idolatry  of  their  Prince  or  not**  ?  The  preac 
era  maintained  the  affirmative,  and  many  of  1 
nobility  pled  on  the  other  fide :  To  detenni 
which  difference,  it  was  propofed  to  write 
Geneva  for  the  refolution  of  that  church,  1 
John  Knox  offered  himfelf  for  that  fervicc 
But  Lethington  the  fecretary,  who  had  a  g' 
fway  among  them,  and  pretended  as  yet  to  t 
a  care  of  the  Queen's  intereft,  cautioufly  alU 
ing,  as  he  well  might,  that  much  lay  in 
manner  of  information,  undertook  the  bufiT 
and  fo  got  the  propofed  application  put  'o4 
at  that  time.  .  By  this  we  fee  how  gradually 
influence  of  Calvin  and  his  Genevan  confiftory 
creeping  in  among  our  preachers,  by  the  in^ 

*  However  little  the  prcacliers  might  think  themf^ 
obliged  to  the  Queen ,  certain  it  is  that  thefe  royal  proclanAti 
Vfhich  then  had  the  force  of  law,  were  by  the  lay-part  of  th. 
forming  fbciety  reckoned  fo  ilrong  and  fccure  in  their  fav 
that  uhen  the  Earl  of  Huntly  happened  about  that  time  to  (a 
a  private  con vcrfation,  that  "  if  the  Queen  defircd  it  he  wi 
'*  fet  up  the  mafs  in  three  (hires/'  the  lord  James  took  bim  rw 
ly  up9  and  told  him  "  if  he  made  but  a  mint  that  wuy,  he  w< 
**  put  the  Queen's  proclamaiiou  upon  him." 
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i  authority  of  John  Knox,  to. the  excliifion  letter ■ 
firft   propofed  plan  of  reformation  "  ac-  ^^^^"'^^ 
iing  to  the  godly  and  approved  laws   of  the  " 
peror   Juftinian,"  which  Knox  well  knew 
never  have  countenanced  fuch  prefumption. 
I  prefent  cafe,  there  was  the   Icfs   occafion 
as  not  only  by  her  acls  of  royalt}',  but  even  in 
ivate  converfation  the  Queen  wzs  fo  far  from 
ling  an  inflexible  bigotry  to  her  own  opini- 
hat  there  appeared  about  her  a  moderation 
lildnefs  of  difpofition,  which  if  properly  and 
Qily  managed,  might  have  been  turned   to 
:ry  bed  account. 

2re  had  been,  fome  months  after  her   Icav- 
rance,  a  conference  held  by  appointment  at 
a  fmalljnllage  not  far  from  Paris,  ab.)ut  the 
ms  difputcs  in  that  kingdom.     On   the  one 
ere  four  Cardinals,  near  to  forty  Bifiiops,  and 
of  the  ablcil  divines  in  France.     On  the 
fide  were  twelve  or  thirteen  Proteftant  mi- 
ij  with  the  famous  Theodore  Beza  from  Gc* 
to   alTill  them.     The  King  and  his  mother 
prefent,  and  the  controverfy  was  fixed  to" 
:apital  points,  the  one  relating  to  the  true 
b,  and  the  other  to  the  Kucharift.     The  Car- 
of  Lorrain,  on  the  one  fide,  infifted  that,  as 
idifpenfible  preliminary  to  any  accord,  the' 
Hants  fiiould   admit  the  reality    of  Chrift's 
in  the  Eucharill,   in    the  highcft  fenfe  the' 
h  had  put  upon  it :  On  the  other  fide  Beza* 
1  by  no  means  come  in  to  that  demand,  and 
c  courlc  of  his  explaining  the  doftrine  of  hi<;' 
r  on  this  head  he  faid,   "that  the   body  oP 
ifus  Chrift  is    as  di!tant   from  the  bread  and* 
ine,  as  the  highc:fc  Heaven  is  diftant  from  the' 
anh."    This  exprefliun  fu  Ihoclvcd  and  irri-' 

taied 
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j.^TTER  tatcd  the  Prelates  and  Popidi   divines,  that  froi 
xxxviih  jj^,^,  .jj^g^  their  fpirits  being  mutually  fretted,  the: 

was  nothing  but  jangling  and  ill  humour  amon 

them  :  And  the  Pope,  not  relifhing  fuch  priva" 

and  partial   meetings   while  his  general    counc 

was  fitting,  peremptorily  difcharged.any   furth« 

proceedings  in  it,  fo  that   after  fome  months  m 

fruitlefs  contention,  the  meetingbroke  up,  as  migl 

have  been  looked  for,  without  coming  to  a  fia: 

refolution  in  any  thing.     Copies  of  what  paflSs 

on  the  Proteftant  fide  in  this  conference  were  foca 

fent  over  to  England,  and  one  of  them  coming  fl 

the  hands  of  Randolph,  the  Englifli  refident  at  ou 

court,  he  prefented  it  to  the  Queen   who,  as  h 

tells  Cecil  in  a  letter  of  October  24th   i^6i^rm 

ceived  it  gracioufly  and  read  it,  witH  this  mod^ 

obfervation,   *'  that  (lie  could  not  reafon,  but  ths 

**  fhe  knew  what  fhe  ought  to  believe.**     In  tt: 

fame  letter  he  fays,  that  in  a  private  converfatic^ 

with  our  (^ecn  upon  thefe  topics,  (he  expreffe 

her  hopes  *'  that  the  Queen  her  fifter  \idll  not  lak 

*'  the  worfe  that  fhe  is  not  refolved  in  confcicnc 

*'  in  thofe  matters  that  are  in  conrroverfy,  feein 

*'   it  is  neither  of  will   nor  obftinacv  againft  Gc 

**  and  his  word."     To  which  he  anfwered,  th 

**  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  of  her  Grace,  that  fl 

•^  was  not  wilfully  difpofed,  and  he  trufted  to    ^ 

•*  her  Grace  and  the  Queen  his  miftrefs  of  O 

*^  mind   and   accord  in  that  as  well  as  in  otl^ 

*'  matters.**     And  fpeaking    of  Knox's    beh*"* 

our  he  fays,     *'  I  commend  better  the  fuccefs 

*'  his   doin' 9  and  preachings,   than  the  manr^ 

f'  thereof:    His  prayer  is  daily  for  her,  that  G^^ 

^*  will  turn   her  obftinate  heart  againft  God  a-^ 

*'  his  truth)  or  if  the  holy  will  be  orherwife, 

*^  ftrengthen  the  hearts  and  hands  of  all  his  choi^ 

air 
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"  and  elect,    ftoutly  to  withftand   the  rage  of  letfer 
"  ail  t}Tants/*  &c.    in  words,    fays   Randolph,  ^^]^"^* 
tenibk  enough.     How  was   this  Princefs,  how 
«ai  any  woman  indeed  to  be  pitied,   in  being  at 
tbc  mercy  of  fuch  a  man,  who  had  fuch  a  fway, 
anJ  was    fo    violently    prejudiced    ag^inft  her ! 
She  herfelf   declares   it  was  not    obliinacy   that 
aduated  her,  and  yet  he  goes  to   God  in  prayer 
with  a    charge  of  ob(lin;icy  againll:  her    in  his 
mouth.     Was    this    praying  in  faith?    Or  with 
vhat  propriety   could   he  pray  that  God  would 
um  her  obftinatc  heart,  when  his    rough  and 
incharafterilHc    deportment  to  her  could  have 
lo  tendency  but  to  harden  her  ftill  more  againfl: 
iiefe  truths  of  his,  which,  notwithftanding  of  his 
rlf'Confidence,  were  in  many  points   difputable, 
od  where  they  were  true,  might  have  been  pro- 
ofed with  more  credit  to  hhnfelf,  and  more  good 
fitd  upon  her,  in  a  fofter  and  more  perfuafive 
vay? 

la  December  this  year  the  third  general  af- 
snbly  met,  and  among  other  petitions,  prefented 
>  the  Queen  and  council  a  grievous  fupplication  ^' 
bout  a  riot  committed  in  Edinburgh  by  the 
larquis  de  Elbeuf,  one  of  the  Queen's  uncles^ 
'hich  I  mention,  only  to  fhew  how  ready  the 
lembers  of  thefe  aflemblies  were  to  lay  hold  of 
kery  thing  which  they  thought  might  affront  or 

*  The  fupplication  cries  out  mod  lamentably,  **  "Who  hcrcto- 
fare  has  heard  within  the  bowels  of  Edinburgh,  gates  and 
'  doors  under  (ilence  of  night  burit  up,  houfes  fcarched  with 
*  boQilicyy  feekiog  a  woman,  as  appeareth,  to  opprcls  her,"  &c. 
Tq  Hut  woman,  one  Alifon  Craig,  whom  they  make  fuch  a  tragi- 
al  Qoife  about,  is  faid  to  have  been  a  familiar  of  their  friend  tlic 
pari  of  Arran's^  The  £ngli(h  rcfident,  Randolph  in  a  letter  to 
coctary  Cecil  of  December  27th  exprclsly  fays  in  modclllan*- 
(dige  **  the  £lar]  of  Arran  is  known  to  have  liad  company  ota 

Vol.  II.  X  petitions 
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i.ETTFP  diftrefs  their    fovereign.      In   this    affjtnbly  iCh 
xxxvui.  pg^i^jQjj  ^yjjs  niade  to   the  Qiieen  for  due  mai 

tenance  of  the  miniftry,  which  ftie  had  proraM 
to  uphold,  and  which,  ihey  faiJ,  could  not  be 
held  without  it.     It  fcems  the  zeal  of  their  c 
verts  had  not  been  warm  enough  to  fupport  tr"! 
clergy,  or  they  had  dill  retained  that  part  o^ 
uiireformed  creed,  that  they  could  not  be  mini^ 
without  legal  ftipends.     In  compliance  how 
Dec.  22.     with  this  petition  it  was  propofed  in  council, 
the  beneficed  clergy  of  the  old  form  (hould 
up  a  certain  proportion  of  their  revenues,  for^ 
frayii>g  the  extraordinaries  of  the  Queen's  houlh 
and  maintenance  of  the  reformed  miniftry. 
Keith,  Ap  this  propofal  the  Archbifhop  of  St.  Andrews,  v- 
'7^'         the  Bilhops  of  Moiay,  Rofs  and  Dunkeld,  in  ns 
of  their  whole  church,   confidering  that  now  t 
held  their   livings  only  at  the  court's   goodvtf 
agreed  with  much  hefitation,  and  offered  a  foi* 
part.     But  ihat  being  found   not  fuflicient,  tB 
were  obliged  to  yield  a  third,  and  in  order  to  afc 
tain  the  value,  they  wore  required  to  give  in  ff 
and  true  rentals   of  all  benefices  within  a  limil 
time,  thofe  to  the  fouih  of  the  Grampians  befe 

**  good  hand'ome  wench,  a  merchant's  daughter  in  this  towr 
And  tlic  firfl  edition  o\  Knox's  hi^lory  has  it  in  plain  tenns»  tl* 
the  riot  was  committed  "  in  dcfpite  of  the  Earl  of  Arran,  wh< 
**  whore  thefiiid  Alifon  was  fufpcdVed  to  h.ivc  been."  Butt 
fupplicaiion  from  the  aflcmbly  takes  no  notice  of  Arran'scommer 
with  the  wom:in,  whether  decenr  or  rot.  It  was  the  Queei 
uncle  that  was  the  butt  of  their  complaint.  For  Arran  was  one 
'the  godly,  and  had  been  fo  zealous  as  ro  protefl  again((  idolati 
fo  WHS  not  to  be  flandcred  with  any  fuch  infamous  traflick.  It 
this  gt'dly  zealot,  who  had  the  vanity  to  i>ropole  himfelt  for  a  hi 
band  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  upon  feeing  his  own  lovereign,  cc 
ceivcd  hopes  of  obtaining  her,  hriving  by  his  fuolifh  conduifl  u 
der  a  niafk  of  religion  entangled  his  father  and  friends  in  a  da 
gerous  quarrel  with  others  ofthe  nobility,  turned  at  1  ail  di (trade 
•    aad  after  many  years  confinement  died  a  complete  idiot. 

ti 
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a4th  of  Januan-  next,  and  all  on  the  north  lettfr- 
D.^hhe  loih  of  February  thereafter.  In  con-^^^^'"* 
?nceof  the  feveral  acts  of  council  to  this  pur- 
rcntais  were  tranliiutted  to  court  of  all  the 
kes  in  the  kin j^ Join,  two  parts  whereof  were 
oain  with  the  beneficed  perfons,  and  the  third 
to  be  paid  to  collech^rs  nominated  by  the 
I,  out  of  which  her  Majefly  undertoc^  to  af- 
fufficienr  maintenance  for  the  new  preachers, 
appointment  could  not  be  very  agrccai^le 
:  old  pofleifors,  and  it  was  as  little  acceptable 
Gs  for  whofe  benefit  it  was  di^iij^ncd.  The 
lers  declaimed  a;j;'ain!l  it  as  a  corruption,  and 
faid  publicly  of  it  in  the  pulpit,  "  that  it 
Id  not  profper,  for  he  faw  two  parts  freely 
en  to  the  devil,  and  the  third  dividvid  between 
d  and  the  devil.'^ 

:  it  mij;ht  have  been  thouii^ht  fulTicient  to 
them  in  Tome  kind  of  temper,  that  the  mo- 
ion  of  their  itipends  was  put  into  the  hands 
immittee  of  their  own  leaders,  and  their  good 
Wifliart  of  Pittarow  appointed  to  be  their 
ifter.  But,  as  the  prefcnt  hiltoriographer-for 
nd  obferves,  "  they  found  it  to  be  a  moreRoVrtr<m'i 
f  matter  to  kindle  zeal,  than  to  extinguifh  a-^^^'*'P*3i- 
ice;  thefe  very  men,  whom  formerly  they  had 
.yed  with  abiolute  authority,  were  now  deaf 
all  their  remonitrances :"  And  no  doubt  it 
>imdantly  mortifying  to  fmd  their  hopes  fruf- 
,  and  all  their  pretcnfions  eluded,  by  thofe 
whom  they  thought  they  had  reaibn  to  ex- 
)etter  things-  Such  of  the  old  poflTelVors  as 
ined  them,  had  interelt  enough  at  the  court, 
I  was  long  directed  by  a  Prote.lant  council, 
:  their  thirds  remitted  to  them,  and  none  was 
forward  to  obtain  this  remiiiion  tiian  their 

X  2  great 
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LETTER  great  patron  the  Lord  James,  for  his  rich  Priories 
xxxviii.  g^^  Andrews  and  Pittenweem ;  the  Earl  of  Arg 
too  and  the  Lord  Erflvine  came  in  for  large  p» 
fions  upon  the  thirds,  and  it  has  been  obfen 
that  the  moft  of  the  penfioners  upon  that  ft: 
were  Proteftants.  *  Yet  they  could  not  but 
knowledge  that  the  court  had  done  all  for  tli 
that  they  had  any  right  to  look  for.  They  1 
now  liberty  of  confcience,  not  only  allowed  tb 
by  connivance,  but  even  fecured  to  them  by  re 
authority,  and  tho'  the  ecclefiaftic  eftate  had 
agreed  to  their  reforming  fcheme,  they  had 
ihem  fadly  humbled,  their  powers  cruihed,  tt 
public  worfliip  filenced,  and  their  own  new  fofl 
fet  up  over  the  greater  part  of  the  kingdom  :  A 
to  crown  all  their  wifhes,  a  provifion  was  n 
granted  them  cut  of  the  pockets  of  their  very  p 
fecutors,  and  a  provifion  too  which,  if  their  o 
mod  zealous  abetters  had  done  them  jufti- 
might  have  fatisfied  them  for  a  while,  and  be 
enlarged,  upon  an  increafc  of  their  numbers,  in 
peaceable  and  regular  manner. 

From  this  time  therefore  of  an  allotment  of  1 
pend  being  defigned  for  them,  however  improp 
ly  managed  for  their  behoof,  they  may  in  foi 
fort  be  confidered  as  a  formed  and  conftituted 
ciety,  under  their  own  oiBcers,  and  poffefTed 
fomething  like  a  legal  fanclion.  For  to  call  thi 
a  church,  in  the  old  primitive  and  apoRoIic  fc 
of  that  venerable  term,  carries  more  difficulty 

*  Befides  all  this^  it  feeros,  that  the  moDcy  received  was 
properly  accounted  for,  and  their  own  Pitarrow,  ubo  as  cos 
roller,  had  the  management  of  it,  was  fo  great  an  eyeiore  to  t) 
that  they  ufed  to  fay  of  him,  "  the  laird  of  Pitarrow  was  ag 
**  man,  but  the  devil  take  the  comptroller." 
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It  than  the  foundation  which  they  built  upon,  puts  LETTett 
[  Tt  in  our  power  to  get  over.  The  fabrick  indeed  ^^]^]![|*|j 
which  they  raifed  at  their  firft  outfetting,  was  fpe- 
oouj  and  fhowy  enough  in  fome  particulars  of  a 
tiemblance  to  the  original  building,  as  their  fu* 
pcrintendents  reprefented  the  ancient  Bifhops,  un- 
^cr  a  new  Latin  name,  inftead  of  the  old  Greek 
one.  But  ftill  there  was  a  fundamental  defect  in 
tic  conftrufition,  by  the  want  of  fuch  a  proper  and 
cftotial  mode  of  conveyance  and  fucceffion  as  the 
pwem,  which  they  feemed  to  copy  after,  had  all  a- 
■cog  in  the  times  of  its  greateft  purity  and  fim- 
pBcity  proceeded  upon.  However,  under  all  this 
deleft,  we  muft  now  take  a  view  of  them  as  if  they 
bad  been  a  church,  becaufe  from  this  time  forward 
die  ibciety  which  had  long  born  that  name,  gra- 
dually funk  into  obfcurity,  and  at  lad  dwindled 
*ww  almoft  to  nothing.  Only  now  and  then 
Rme  few  of  the  Romifh  party  appeared  in  its  de- 
fence, and  maintained  a  fort  of  running  iighc 
^gainft  their  now  authorized  adverfaries. 

Thus  in  the  year  1562,  one  of  their  priefls,  a 
^mian  Wingate  at  Linlithgow,  publiflied  fome  fly- 
-■g  papers  addreifed  to  the  Queen  upon  the  fub- 
^ds  in  controverfy,  acknowledging,  in  plain 
^aough  terms,  and  in  the  ftrongly  expreffive  vulgar 
^nguage  of  thofe  days,  the  neceflity  of  a  refor- 
^*tttion,  but  petitioning  for  it  in  a  regular  way  : 
ftnd  fome  little  time  after,  thefame  perfon  challeng- 
^  Mr.  Knox  himlelf,  and  fent  him  no  fewer  than 
^^  three  queftions  upon  the  difputed  dodrines, 
■■«<|iunng  a  fatisfaclory  anfwer  to  each  of  them. 
«ot  the  people  now  in  power  crufhed  this  tick- 
'»fc  correfpondence  by  a  feafonable  interpofition, 
^nd  the  officious  challenger  was  forced  to  flee  to  Ger- 
™ayj  where  he  was  made  Abbot  of  the  Scots  mo- 

naftery 
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lifiTTFP  naHery  at  Ratifbon^'and  died  in  that  (lation.  Tt 
^^21"V  dift:ouraged  further  attempts  of  the  kind,  efpeci< 
iy  when  it  was  fecn  that  not  only  the  poor  Priefl 
but  even  the  churchmen  in  high  degree  were  nn 
fpared,  when  any  tranfgreffion  of  the  new  laii 
could  be  laid  to  their  charge.  For  about  Eafti 
1563,  the  Primate  himfelf,  the  Prior  of  Whithor, 
and  fome  others  of  the  dignified  clergy,  were  d 
lated  for  having  laid  mafs,  and  brought  before 
court  of  judiciary  at  Edinburgh  on  the  tweni 
ninth  of  May,  the  Earl  of  Argyle,  hereditary  ju 
lice  general,  fitting  perfonally  in  judgment,  at  til 
particular  requifition  of  John  Knox.  Theiffuec 
which  was,  that  the  pannels,  rather  than  lubmi 
to  a  lay  court,  furrendered  themfelves  to  th 
Queen's  will,  who,  to  humour  the  profeciitctfi 
committed  them  to  prifon  for  a  while  in  diflferen 
places,  and  afterwards  releafed  them  by  her  owi 
prerogative,  which  gave  great  offence,  and  raifedJ 
hideous  cry  againfl  hcr. 

Thus  the  govern  ours  of  this  new  church  wcr 
on  with  as  high  a  hand  as  their  predeceflbrs  on  tl 
old  eltablilhment  had  done.     In  all  their  afTem 
lies,  which  for  the  moft  part  they  held  twiqe  in  ^ 
year,  we  find  the  preachers  inlilUng  flrenuoufly  ^ 
fometimes  in  very  magiderial   language,  on 
two  capital  points  which  they  never   forgot, 
delh  udion  of  idolatry,  and  the  augmentatioa 
their  ftipends.     In  this  latter   article  indeed  ll 
■were  generally  put  off*  with  good  words  and  ^ 
promifes,  which,  as  I  faid,  their  own  friends  al>^ 
the  court  took  care  to  evade,  and  on  which  oc^ 
iTion  it  deferves  to  be  taken  notice  of,  that  tt 
never  fcruple  the  right  of  patronage,  which  fo  • 
of  their  pretended  luccefTors  now  a  days  cry  out 
vehement!  y  agaiait.     For  in  anfwer  to  an  ob>' 

tl 
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con  made  to  their  demands  in  tlic  Qtieen's  name,  ,,ktter 
that  fte  could  not  think  of  divefting  her  crown  ofjLXicvm. 
in  paironai^e.^,  the  afleraMy  of  December  1565  ■ 
detlfffll,  "  It  is  not  oar  mi:id  that  her  Majefty  or 
"  any  other  patron  of  this  realm  flioulJ  be  de- 
"  frauded  of  their  juU  patrona;,>,ei,  but  we  mean 
"  [flat  whenfoever  her  M;'je!iy  or  any  other  pa- 
"  iron  does  prefent  any  perfon  to  a  benefice, 
"  Lbe  perfon  prefented  ftiall  be  tried  and  exa- 
"  mined  by  tiie  judgment  of  lenrncd  men  of 
"  ibe  kiik,  fuch  as  prelently  are  the  Superin- 
"  teodents  appointed  thereto  :  And  as  the  pre- 
"  fentation  of  benefices  pertains  to  the  patron, 
"  fc  ou^ht  the  collation  thereof,  by  law  and 
"  rnfon  to  pertain  10  the  kirlt,  of  the  which 
■  collation  the  kirk  fhould  no  more  be  defraud- 
"  d,  than  the  patnms  of  their  prcfenlation." — 
Bf  nVich  we  fee  that  the  firft  reformed  kirk  of 
Scntland  admitted  lay -patronage,  but  referved  the 
pHn'leje  of  collation  to  the  fuperintendent,  who 
in  rbis  particular  was  veiled  with  all  the  power 
«vtr  clai:ned  by  H'ly  liiOiop.  It  is  alfo  worthy  of 
ctfe-vatinn,  that  in  their  atfembly  held  in  Deciim- 
■fcer  1563,  when  "  for  avoiding  confufion  tti  rca- 
*'  Toning,  it  was  apreed  that  a  modLratnr  fliouUi  be 
*'  appointed  to  moderate  in  every  a^Temblv,  Mr. 
*'  John  Willock  fuperintendent  of  the  We  1  was 
■'  ibefirft  rhey  appointed  to  that  office."  In  the 
fsWequent  afiemblies  held  for  feveral  years,  little 
^lirr  bafiners  was  tranfaded  than  what  reiated 
to  Ac  planting  of  kirks  and  punifhing  of  often, 
tlen ;  in  both  which  cafes  they  had  many  dilli- 
<^i^  to  draggle  with,  from  the  feeble  and  yet 
unformed  ftate  of  their  fociely.  But  it  was  not 
^t,  before  they,  obmined  a  confiderable  acqui- 
fiiion  of  flrength  and  confidence,  fiom  a  flrange 
vevolu'-iyn 
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j.ETTER  revolution  in  the  publick  affairs  of  the  natioi 
'^^JJJ^  which  in  my  next  letter  I  (hall  proceed  to  lay  b 
fore  you. 

Mean  time,  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER       XXXIX. 

The  Reformers  encouraged  by  ihe  ruin  of  the  Famf^ 

ofHuntly Various  Propofals  of  Marriage  ib 

^en  Mary She  prefers  Lord  Damly^  am 

marries  him Birtb  of  James  VI. Refei^ 

ed  Infiances  of  Darnlfs  Mifbehaviour H^ 

harbaroufly  murdered The  ^een  marries  * 

Earl  of  Boibzvell Is  imprifoned  by  ihe  ca^ 

derate  Lords Makes   her  Efcape  into  £^ 

land. 


SOON  after  her  arrival  in  Scotland,  the  Qtf ^ 
had  bellowed  the  honours  and  profits  of  ^ 
Earldom  of  Murray,  which  had  been  recover 
to  the  crown  during  her  mother's  regency, 
her  baftard  brother  the  Lord  James,  Prior 
St.  Andrews,  and  had  alfo  intruded  him  witt 
great  fhare  of  the  public  adminiftration.  I 
had  been  from  the  firft,  a  principal  leader  ama: 

.  t 
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formers,  and  now  by  his  high  truft  at  court,  letter 
much  in  his  power  to  favour  and  fupport  ^»^xix. 
n  all  their  demands.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  of  Iluntly,  by  his  influence  in  theNonh, 
Murray's  new  Earldom  moftly  lay,  and 
inclining  now  more  to  the  Queen's  prin- 
!ikn-  to  the  other  fide,  tlio'  for  fome  time 
balanced  between,  and  even  trimmed  a 
ith  both,  was  a  powerful  enemy  to  the 
ig  intereft,  at  leafl  in  the  Northern  parts, 
iated  a  jealoufy  between  him  and  Murray, 
dther  by  accident  or  defign,  was  inflamed 
a  degree,  that  Huntly  was  driven  to  the 
r  refource  of  taking  up  arms   in  his  owa 

At  the  fame  time  the  Queen  was  mak-  ad.ij62« 

progrefs  thro*  thefe  parts,  and  was  pre- 
pon  by  thofe  about  her,  to  iflue  her  edids 
jluntly,  and  to  grant  a  commifuon  to  Mur- 
urfue  him.  Upon  this,  Murray  ^rew  out  oa.  as; 
tia  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  came  up 
luitly  at  Corrichif,  about  ten  miles  Welt 
.berdeen,  where  an  engagement  enfued, 
h  Huntly  was  defeated,  and  being  an  old 
U  man,  was  trodden  to  death  in  the  pur« 
[is  fecond  fon  John  was  carried  prifoner 
deen,  where  the  Queen  ky,  and  butchered 
executioner.     Ills  eldeit  fon,  who  had  no  Keith,  aat. 

in  the  affair,  was  thrown  into  prifon,  and 
amily  and  friends  brought  to  the  brink  of 
ion.  This  difafter  was  a  double,  ad  van- 
the  reformers,  as  it  defl:royed  an  enemy, 
alted  a  friend  who  now  had  the  -^hple 
nd  could  manage  and  rule  the  Queen  a^ 
fed,  without  a  rival. 

ut  this  time  the  Queen,  now  in  the  prime 
tb  and  beantv,  began  to  be  addreflfed  from 
U  U,     ■      '  Y  aU 
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i,!nrTFP  all  quarters  of  Europe  to  change  her  widow-(hte 
XXX- V.  j^jjj  her  uncle  the  Cardinal  ofLorrain  had  mad 
feveral  propofals  to  her,  fometinies  of  the  Ed 
peror*s  fecond  fon,  fometinii:s  of  the  Duke  of  Oi 
leans,  and  once  even  of  the  King  of  France  he 
brother-in-law,  in  hopes  of  a  difpcnfation  from  th 
complying  court  of  Rome.  This  intelligenc 
alarmed  Queen  Elizabeth,  \vho  had  already  eoc 
ceived  a  pique  at  her  for  having  in  her  huiband' 
time  aflfumed  the  arms  of  England,  and  for  th 
imprudent  demand  which  the  artful  Lethingtos 
had  made  to  Elizabeth,  immediately  on  Mzrfi 
coming  to  Scotland,  that  (he  fhould  be  declared 
apparent  heir  of  the  Englifh  crown.  To  prevent 
therefore  fuch  a  rival's  marrying  again  with  a 
foreign  Prince,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  entangk 
her  condud  and  embarafs  her  relblutions,  fte  if 
an  artful  manner  made  offer  to  Mary  of  an  EngfiB 
fubjeft,  Robert  Dudly  Earl  of  Leicefter,  a  man  < 
a  worthlefs  charadler,  tho'  at  the  fame  time  a  gfc 
favourite  with  Elizabeth*  In  this  bufinefs  M^ 
for  fome  time  faw  it  convenient  to  counteraft  ^ 
zabeth*s  intrigues  with  an  equal  diilimularioo,  ^ 
at  laft  rejected  the  propofai,  when  it  was 
made,  with  the  indignation  it  delerved.  Our 
hiftorians,  Knox  and  Buchanan,  reprefent  Qir* 
Mary  about  this  time  as  a  foolifh  headftrong  g^ 
who  minded  nothing  but  fport  and  paftime,  ^ 
had  as  little  ability  as  inclination  for  attendii^ 
the  public  affairs.  Yet  the  Englifh  refident  K^ 
dolph,  whom  Elizabeth  had  placed  as  a  fpy  abC 
her,  and  who  was  far  from  being  partial  in  fc^ 
favouty  tells  in  his  letters,  that  '^  (he  for  the  td0 
^^  part  attended  the  council  board,  and  when  # 
**  did,  was  employed  in  fome  female  work,  as  fc^ 
^^  ing,  embroidering,  and  the  like."    And  in  - 

letr 
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tier  to  Cecily  of  the  8th  of  MTarch  1564,  he  £tys,  letfer 
For  expedition  of  poor  men's  ciufcs,  the  Queen  ^^x'^* 
hoc  hath   ordered  three  days  a  week,   aug-  K?uhfa5o! 
meoting  the  judges  ftipends  for  their  attendance^ 
md  fitting  herl'elf,  for  more  equity  oftentimes**' 
licb  is  an  inftance  of  her  attention  to  charity 
rdl  as  equity,  that  the  two  hiftorians  might, 
xmt  any  hurt  to  their  character,  have  tran£- 
tfid  to  poilerity  in  her  praife,  amidft  the  many 
'S  calumnies  which  they  have  recorded  to  her 
adice. 

he  next  year  the  Earl  of  Lenox  came  upon  a.d.i564« 
ftage  from  England.  This  nobleman  had 
L  dnven  out  of  Scotland  during  the  Earl  of 
m^s  regency  in  Mary's  childhood,  and  had 
Q  fliditer  in  England,  where  he  was  graciouf* 
icrived  by  Henry  VIIL  and  married  his  niece 
idy  Margaret  Douglas,  whom  James  thefourth'a 
iw  had  bom  to  her  fecond  hulband  the  Earl 
t^lgus.  Of  this  marriage  there  was  a  fon 
ry  Lord  Damly,  who  in  right  of  his  mother 
grand-mother  ^  was,  next  to  Elizabeth  and 
f^prefumptive  heirto  the  crown  of  England. 
the  father^s  ret  <rn,  a  parliament  was  called 
nrerfe  his  atuinder,  which  had  been  an  acl  of 
i£dk  injuftice,  and  this  raifed  a  fuljpicion  that 
J  had  ibmc  intention  to  marry  his  fon.  In 
lary  1565  Damly  came  down  next,  and  pre- 
sd  himietf  to  the  (^ueen,  who,  it  is  laid, 
taken  with  him  at  tirlt  light,  as  he  was  a 
h  of  a  handsome  appearance  and  fine  perfon. 
doubt  too,  the  confideration  of  his  citie  by 
ij  and  of  his  name  and  family,  might  have 
red  with  her,  and  meeting  with  the  feelings 
er  own  youthful  heart,  might  have  fixed  her 
imuons  in.  his  £ivour.    But  here  again  the 

Y  a  cunning 
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LETTER  cunning  Elizabeth  was  at  work  witlUier  artifice ans 
^^^^^^  diffimulation,  protefting  by  her  ambafiadors  again 
this  marriage,  at  the  lame  time  that  it  is  w^ 
known  (he  was  wifliing  it  to  go  forward.     The  rv 
forming  party  at  home  likewife  took  upon  th 
to  be  difpleafed  with  it,  becaufe  both  father 
fon  at  this  time  profeffed  to  be  Papifts ;  and  tberr 
very  men,  both  preachers  and  nobles,  who  after 
wards  were  Mary's  bittereft  enemies  upon  Damly  ' 
account,   were  Darnly*s    bittereft    enemies,   aiK 
fierceft  oppofcrs  now.     The  Earl  of  Murray  L 
particular,  pretended  his  difguft  at  the  match,  fom^ 
times  in  open   language,  and  at  other  times  by 
fullen  and  aifedted  tilence.     But  all  had  no  effed 
For  in  fpite  of  the  many  hypocritical  remonftram 
ces  from  England,  and  all  the  dilloyal  oppofitioT 
at  home,  (lie  was  married  to  Damly  by  the  Biihop 
of  Brechin,  in  her  own  chapel  at  Holyroodhoufte^ 
on  Sunday  the  agth  of  July,  and  the  next  day  (he 
honoured  him  with  the  title  of  King  by  public  pro- 
clamation. 

This  marriage  may  juftly  be  reckoned  the  fatal 
fource  of  the  many  misfortunes,  which  either  by 
her  own  raih  conduct,  or  the  malicious  violence  of 
enemies,  the  unhappy  Queen  Mary  afterwards  fcH 
into.  For  tho*  the  perfon  (he  had  now  made  her 
huiband  was  outwardly  of  an  amiable  figure,  he 
was  proud  and  paflionate,  profufe  and  diflipated 
to  an  extravagant  degree,  and  made  nioft  ungrate- 
ful returns  to  the  accompli(hed  Princefs  who  had 
favoured  him  with  the  lovelieft  perfon  in  Europe, 
and  adorned  him  with  a  (hare  of  her  crown.  No 
wonder  that  repeated  diiappointments,  in  a  match 
entirely  of  her  own  choice  and  from  pure  affedion, 
(lung  her  to  the  quick,  and  funk  that  noble  fpirit 
of  hers  which  .  had  hitherto  difplayed  fuch  forti- 
tude 
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taJe  and  dignity.     As  foon  as  the  marriage  was  i.FTTEit 

Wcmnized,  the  malcontents,  among  whom  her  ^^^'^'^ 

firourite  Murray  was  the  chief,   flew   out  into 

9en  rebellion,  and  the  whole  remaining  part  of 

^e  year  was  employed  by  their  Majefties  in  pur- 

^ng  the  rebels  from  place  to  place,   till  in  end 

feme  of  them  fubmitted   and  were  readily  par- 

foned,  and  Murray  with  fuch  as  adhered  to  him 

l«d  10  their  old  afylum  of  England,  where  Eliza- 

>erh,  under  a  ma(k  of  difapprobation,  fecretly  har- 

oured   them  and  gave  them  mones'.     At  home 

'lary  renewed  her  indulgences  to  the  preacher^-, 

^ho  notwithftanding  treated  her  and  her  hulband 

^th  continued  infolence,  and   could  neither  be 

afy  nor  quiet  while  their  dear  friend  was  in  dif- 

racc.     Yet  the  Queen  kept  up  the  juft  fenfe  of 

Surray's  ingratitude,  which  fhe  was  determined  10 

^sniih  in  a  legal  way,   and  to  that  purpole  had 

L&mmoned  a  parliament  to  meet  on  the  twelfth  of 

wlarch  1566:    When  lo,  upon  the  ninth  of  that 

nonth,  a  band  of  armed  men,  with  her  hulband  at 

heir  head,  broke  into  her  chamber  in  the  evening 

vliile  (he  fat  at  fupper  with  her  natural  fifter  the 

Countefs  of  Argyle,  and  there   in   her  prcfcncc 

throwing  by,  not  only  the  reverence  due  from  ^ub- 

ySsto  a  fovereign,  but  even  the  civility  of  gentle- 

Bwn  to  ladies,  and  the  common  tenderncfs  of  the 

^  rufticks  to  a  woman  in  her  convIi*ion  of  a 

fixmonth's  pregnancy,  they  brutoUy  bid  h:'nds  on 

Wr  French  fecretary  David  Rizio,  a  poor  decrepit 

fcpQgper,  and  violently  hauling  him  oiii  of  the 

room,  barbaroufly  murdered  him  a*  her  chamber- 

^wiih  fifty  fix  wounds.     This  horrid  deed,  u> 

atrodous  in  itfelf,  and  aggravated  by  fo  manN  in- 

fultingdrcumftances,  could  net  but  cut  any  flciidcr 

thread  of  love  and  regard  that  the  Qiieen  irw-^ht 
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Lrrrcii  hitherto  have  retained  for  a  hufband  of  fuch  a  i 
^^^^  pofition.  But  it  anfwered  the  end  for  which 
was  defigned.  The  Parliament,  in  the  midft 
the  confufion  that  would  naturally  enfue,  was  i 
charged,  and  the  Earl  of  Murray  with  his  rebel 
fbciates  appeared,  according  to  a  preconcerted  pi 
the  very  next  day  at  Edinburgh,  where  they  w 
boldly  to  the  Parliament  houfe,  and  took  inft 
ments  of  their  being  ready  to  anfwer  to  the  fu 
mons  which  had  been  direded  agsdnft  them,  s 
which  they  knew  none  durft  now  appear  to  p 
fue. 

Mean  time  the  Queen,  by  her  own  wife  i 
prudent  management,  had  got  out  of  the  hai 
of  the  confpirators,  who  had  kept  her  confii 
in  her  own  palace  near  two  days  in  the  utm 
terror,  and  had  efcaped  to  the  caftle  of  Dunl 
with  her  hufband  in  company,  who  now  by  p' 
lie  proclamation  difowncd  his  having  any  ha 
in,  or  knowledge  of  the  late  treafonable  adi* 
and  thereby  lo(t  among  all  parties  what  little 
mainder  of  efleem  or  credit  he  had  hitherto  f 
lerved.  Here  the  diftrefled  and  agitated  Qm 
was  again  prevailed  upon,  and  in  a  manner  obli( 
to  take  Murray  into  favour,  and  once  more  thr 
herfelf  under  the  influence  of  a  man  whom  it  ^ 
impofEble,  after  what  had  already  happened,  t 
fhe  could  either  truft  or  efteem.  Upon  i 
change  of  affairs  the  new  band  of  rebels  (tm 
prudent  to  decamp  and  provide  for  themleli 
The  mod  of  them  took  fhelter  as  ufual,  in  Engiai 
and  John  Knox  the  diftator  of  Edinburgh,  as 
own  phrafe  was,  **  ftept  weft  to  Kyle,"  hir^ 
fan&uary  on  any  dangerous  emergency,  then 
taking  guilt  upon  himfelf  of  his  having  been, 
not  a  contriver^  at  leaft  an  abettor  of  the  bari 

n 
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/PCS  murJer.     And  indeed  this  furpicion,  heavy  letter 
a  it  is  upon  his   charaftcr,   is  juitified  by  his  ^^^\ 
o»n  account  of  it,  which  he  concludes  with  ob- 
tning,  that   ^'  by  the  death  of  David,  the  noble- 
**  men  were  relieved  of  their  trouble,  and  reftor- 
'^  ed  to  their  places  and  rooms,  and  likewife  the 
^  church   reformed,  and  all  that  profeiTed  the 
**  evangel    within  this   realm,   after  fading  and 
**  prayer,  were  delivered  and  freed  from  the  ap- 
**  parent   dangers  that  were  like  to  have  fallen 
**  upon  them."     Great  ihings  thefe,  to  be  fure, 
^nd  all  eQcduated  by   the  murder  of  a  friendlefs 
ftranger,  and  that  murder  executed  on  a  Saturday 
night,  by  way  of  preparation  for  the  work  of  the 
morrow,  which  Knox  fays  was  the  fecond  Sunday 
f>f  their  fail  in  Edinburgh  ;    a  faft  indeed,  which 
from  this  bloody  fcene  m  the  midfl  of  it,  feems 
to  anfwer  too  well  the  defcription  reprobated  by 
x\\t  prophet,  of  falling  "  for  ftrife  and  debate,  and 
•^  to  fmite  with  the  fi(l  of  wickednefs."     And  yet, 
thankful  as    Knox  is  for   the   deliverance  of  fo 
rnany  profeflbrs  by  this  murder,  which  he  dimi- 
nutively calls    "  the  death  of  David,"  he  is  forced 
to  own  that  an  equal  number  of  as  zealous  pro- 
Tors  were  by  it  thrown  into  the  very  fame  dan- 
_       from  which  the  others  had  been  delivered. 

The  Queen  having  thus  by  her  own  addrefs 
difperfed  this  dangerous  ftorm,  returned  to  Edin- 
^\iTgh  in  April,  and  took  up  her  lodgings  in  the 
cafile,  where  upon  the  nineteenth  of  June  1566  (he 
^ai,  to  the  grear  joy  of  all   her   dutiful  fuhjefls, 
fafdy  delivered  of  a   ion,  in  whofe  perfon  the  two 
ciovns  of  Scotland  and  England  were  at  lafl  hap- 
l^By  united,  and  Im  wI^o'c  pollerity  they  continue 
to  this  day.     'Ihc  news  ^'^^  ihis  j'-'ful  event  was 
fcnnally  announctd  to  all  the  neij^hbouring  Prin- 
ces. 
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LF.TTFR  ces,  and  was  received,  wherever  it  was  notiiiec^ 
XXXIX.  ^[^j^  great  fatisfadion.  But  the  Queen's  own  pi 
'  Aire  in  it  was  nuicli  abated  by  repeated  inftano 
of  her  huibanJ's  incrcafiug  niilbehaviour.    In 
letter  from    the  privy  council   of  Scotland  to  tTi# 
Queen-mother  of  France,  dated  Ociober  8th  1565^ 
and  fent  in  their  names  by  Secretary  Lethingtoo 
to  the  Archbilhop  of  Glafgow,  they  lament  the 
King's  imprudence  and  obltinacy  in  rcfolving  to 
leave   the   kingdom,   notwithftanding   of  all  the 
Queen's  intreaties  and   condefcenfions,   to  pacify 
him  and  bring  about  a  reconciliation.     Even  M^ 
Knox  himfclf  reprefents  him  in  no  very  agreeublQ 
light ;  and  as  one  inftance  of  his  impertinent  folly* 
which  the  Queen  could  not  but  be  difpleafed  \vith| 
when  it  came  to  her  knowledge,  he  tells  us,   that 
the  King  wrote  to  the  Pope  and  to  the  K^ii^B 
of  Spain  and  France,  complaining  of  the  ftat  ^^  ^ 
the  countr)',  which  was  all  out  of  order  bee  ^^^ 
the  mafs  and  popery  were  not  again  ere£r*€ 
and   laying  the  whole   blame  thereof  on        ^ 
Queen,  as  not  managing   the    Catholic 
aright/'     In    this   perplexing  fituation  of 
domeftic  concerns,  the  Queen,  ftill  mindful  of 
affairs  of  ftate,  went  a  progrefs,  attended  by 
French  ambaffador  Le  Croc,  and  the  lords  of  '^ 
council,  of  whom  Murray  was  one,  to  the  bord 
about  the  end  of  Odobcr,  and  there  fell  \vl\s 
dangerous  fever  at  Jedburgh,  which  kept  her, 
the  great  fear  of  her  court,  more  than  a  w 
in  all  which  time  Le  Croc  complains,  in  his  lett 
to  France,  that  her  hulband  came  little  near  h^ 
But  it  pleafed  God  that   (he  recovered  of  ih^ 
ficknefs,  and  having  fettled  matters   on  the  bc:^ 
ders,  flie  returned  with  her  retinue  towards  Edi^  - 
burgh,  but  by  the  way  took  up  her  lefidence  fe^ 

il. 


OF    SCOTLAND.  177 

ht  houk  of  Graigmillar,  where  flic  propofed  to  lptter 

ay  ull  the  baptifm  of  the  Prince,  which  was  fix-  xxxix. 

i  to  the  middle  of  December.  n-/v>^ 

While  ftie  lay  at  this  houfe,  I^ethington  in  pre- 

ice  of  the  four  Earls  of  Huntly,  Argyle,  Murray, 

I  Bothwell,  madj  a  propofal  to  her   ihar,   iflhc 

ild  be  pleafed  to  pardon  the  Earl  of  Morton, 

Lords   Ruihven    and  Lindfav,   and   the  re!t 

Rizio's   murderers,  they   then  prefent  fliould 

means  with  the  reft  of  the  nobility  to  bring 

It  a  divorce  between  her   and  her   hufband, 

out  her  having   any  hand  in  it.     The  four  [uuh,  35/, 

i   fupported  the  Secretary's  motion,  and  the 

en  acquiefced  in  it  only  on  two  conditions, 

the  divorce  ftiould  be   gone  about  lawfully, 

that  it  fiiould  no  way  prejudge  her  fon, 
herwife  flie  would  endure  all  torments  rather 
Lan  give  her  confent.**  Upon  which  the  cun- 
;  fecretary  having  ufed  fome  dark  and  ambi- 
js  expreflions,  (he  pofitively  anfwered  in  fome 
p  "  I  will  that  ye  do  nothing  whereby  any 
ot  may  be  laid  to  my  honour  or  confcience, 
id  therefore  I  pray  you  let  the  matter  be  in 
e  ftate  that  it  is,  abiding  till  God  of  hi^; 
Kxlnefs  put  remeid  thereto,  left  ye,  believing 

do  me  fervice,  may  poflibly  turn  to  my  hurt 
d  difpleafure."  Towards  the  time  appoint- 
or the  baptifm,  the  Queen  and  court  moveJ 
iriing,  and  there  on  the  fifteenth  of  Decern- 
the  foreign  ambafladors  being  all  arrived,  the 
il  infant  was  baptized  with  great  pomp,  and 
I  all  the  rites  of  the  Romifii  church,  by  the 
hbifhop  of  St.  Andrews,  and  his  name  and 
B  proclaimed  to  the  people  by  the  heralds  with 
nd  of  trumpet,  "  Charles- James  James-Charles, 
Prince  and  Steward  of  Scotland,  Duke  of  Roth-  • 
Vol  iL  Z  *•  fav. 
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LPTTEP  **  fay,  Earl  of  Carrick,  Lord  of  the  Ifles,  sl 
xxxix.  cfi  Baron  of  Renfrew."  It  has  been  charg 
upon  the  Queen  as  an  unpardonable  crime,  tl 
her  hufband  was  not  prefent  at  this  folemnity,  a 
her  enemies  are  pleafed  to  aflign  fome  very  ri 
culous  reafons  for  it.  But  if  what  Camden  tc 
us  be  true,  that  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  was  alws 
contriving  to  embroil  matters  here,  had  ftri£ 
enjoined  her  ambafl'ador  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  tt 
neither  he  nor  any  one  of  his  retinue  fhould  gi 
the  title  or  honours  of  King  to  Lord  Darn. 
upon  that  account  no  doubt  it  was  thought  pa 
per  that  he  fliould  not  appear  at  the  baptifm,  I: 
caufe  it  would  have  been  inconfiflent  with  I 
KcJtb,36o.  and  the  Queen's  honour  to  have  the  regal  title  i 
fufed  him  at  their  own  court,  and  it  was  neci 
lary  at  that  juncture  not  to  quarrel  with  the  Quei 
x>f  England. 

Soon  after  this  folemnity,  the  King  in  one  • 
his  difcontented  moods  went  to  Glafgow,  where  1 
was  feized  with  a  dangerous  diftemper,  and  coi 
tinned  in  a  languifliing  way  for  fome  weeks.  0 
hearing  of  this,  the  Queen  took  journey  fro 
Edinburgh  to  Glafgow,  and  abode  with  him  fon 
days,  cheriibing  and  comforting  him  by  all  tl 
means  (he  could  think  of.  •  This,  with  the  help 
proper  medicines,  began  by  degrees  to  work  a  r 
covery :  to  perfe^  which,  and  tor  the  convenieni 
of  the  bed  phyficians,  (he  got  him  tranfparted  i 
a  litter  to  Edinburgh,  and  lodged  in  a  houfe  in  tl 
fuburbs  for  the  benefit  of  good  air,  near  to  whe 
the  college  now  ftands,  where  ihe  continued 
look  carefully  after  his  health,  and  attended  hi 
as  frequently  as  the  cares  of  government  wou 
permit.  But  he  had  not  been  in  this  lodgii 
*       two  weeks,  when  upon  Monday  the  tenth  of  Febri 

ai 
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sn*, abo'Jt  one  or  iv/o  in  ihc  nion.ing,  ihc  houfe  w as  rrTrn. 
WoBTi  up  with  powder,  and  his  body  found  lying  xxx^x.^ 
taksA  on  the  ground  at  fome  di (lance,  without  any 
Hark  of  violence  upon  it.  Such  was  the  mifcrablc 
cod  of  this  unhappy  youth,  who,  had  it  not  been 
ht  his  own  crofs  humour,  and  the  curfed  infmua- 
tions  of  a  fet  of  artful  feducers  who  made  a  prey 
of  him,  might  have  enjoyed  all  the  honour  and 
happinefs  that  could  be  looked  for,  from  the  fitua- 
tion  to  which  he  had  been  unexpectedly  raifed. 

Immediately    the   news   of  this  tragical   affair 
Tvtnt  abroad,  and  various  conjedures  were  enter- 
tained about  it.     Many  were  ready  to  charge  the 
£arls  of  Morton  and  Murray  with  it.     Some  had 
the  aflurance  to  blaft  even  the  Queen's  reputation 
Drith  it :    But   the  general  fufpicion  was   againfl 
the  Earl  of  Bothwel,  and  papers  were  put  up  in 
feveral  places,  accufing  him   of  the  murder,   and 
Tiaming  his  accomplices.     The  Karl  of  Lenox  by 
letters  pufhed  the  Queen  for  a  fpecdy   and  vigo- 
rous profecution  of  it,  which  (he  undertook  to  for- 
\i'ard,  as  foon  and  as  duly  as  law  would  permit. 
So  the  twelfth  of  April  was  fixed  for  the  trial  of 
the  Earl  of  Bothwel,  and  a  court  of  judiciary 
^ith  the  accudomed  formalities  was  held  that  day, 
in  which  Bothwel  appeared  as    pannel,  and  be- 
ing put  to  an  afTize  was   acquitted  by   an   una- 
nimous vcrdift  of  the  whole   fifteen,  not  becaufe 
of  any  defigned  blunder  in  the   libel,  as  has  been 
naEcioufly    alledged,  but  as   the    jury     cxprefs 
thcmfclves,  *'  becaufe  it  was  neither  proved  by  wit- 
*  ncffes  nor  notified  to  be  probable  accufation.'' 
Two  days  after  this  the  Parliament  met,  and  was 
hdd  by  commiffioners,  at  the  head  of  whom  is 
"  John  Archbilhop  of  St.   Andrews,   Primate   of 
•*  our  kingdom  and  Legate  born."     And  yet  the 
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i.FTTER  iirfl  act  of  this  Parliament  is  concerning  religic 
xxxix.  jjjjj  f^^  fecurity  of  the  new  form.     On   the  nin 1 

teenth  it  rofe,  and  either  that  dav  or  the  next 

bond  was  figned  by  a  number  of  the  nobility  in  = — ^ 

vour  of  the  Earl  of  Bothwel,  bearing  tefUmony         I 

his  acquittal  of  the  King's  murder,  recommendl      n 

liim  as  upon  many  accounts   a  proper  huiba       n 

to  the  Queen,  and  pledging  their  joint  affifta 

in  defence  of  that  marriage,   "  as  they  (hall  t      tt 

fwer  to  God,  and  upon  their  fidelities  and 

fcienccs,  and  in  cafe  they  do  in  the  contra 

never  to  have  reputation  or  credit  in  any  ti 

hereafter,  but  to  be  accounted   unworthy  a 

faithlefs  tray  tors/' 

This  was  the  mod  hcllifli  trap,  that  could  hi 
been  laid  for  the  poor  deftitute  Queen's 
And  into  this  trap,  cither .  by  misfortune  or  b^  ^ 
own  imprudence,  (he  fell.  For  on  the  fiftecB  ^ 
of  May  next,  after  fome  previous  meafures  ta' 
with  that  view,  all  which  may  be  confidered 
deviations  from  her  former  character,  fhe  ws 
married  to  the  Earl  of  Bothwel  by  Adam  Bo 
wel  the  titular  Bifhop  of  Orkney  of  the  new  fonr::^ 
wlio  jifterwards  became  one  of  her  mod  violerTj^ 
enemies  and  bittcreft  accufers  in  England.  Th 
was  the  fatal  ftep  that  completely  ruined  her,  i 
perfon,  peace,  and  reputation:  a  ftep  which,  wit^ 
all  the  palliations  that  may  be  offered  for  it  (zac^ 
many  fuch,  to  be  fure,  it  may  admit  of,)  cannot  b^ 
fully  vindicated.  Indeed  it  can  hardly  be  accouDt<«-^ 
ed  for,  much  lefs  excufed,  but  by  attributing  it  to^ 
a  certain  dejection  and  debafement  of  fpirit,  which  ^ 
the  unworthy  and  unmerited  ulage  (he  bad  fuffer-- 
ed  for  two  years  might  have  occafioned  in  any 
woman,  and  which  lecms  for  a  while  tahave  inter- 
rupted that  pcneti alien  and  forefight  of  which  ibe 

had 
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fad  ti/I  now  given  mod  coiifpicuous  proofs,  and  af-  letter 
fcrwsLTds  difplayed  with  amazing  and  admired  ^^^*'^- 
liilire.  v.^v^^ 

But  whatever  may  be  faid   for  or  againft  this  Mcitsrs 
marriage,  the  eflFefts  of  it  were  both  ludden  and  Memtin. 
lamentable :    She  foon  had  caufe  to  repent  her 
raihnels,  and  the  very  man  for  whom  (he  had  both 
liaiDbled  and  caft  herfelf  away,  behaved   to    her 
in  fo  provoking  a  manner,  tliat  flie  was  often 
heard,  in  the  bitternefs  of  anguifh,  to    threaten 
lierown  deftrudion.     To  add  to  her  misfortunes, 
in  lefs  than  three  weeks,  her   old  enemies,  and 
fbme  even  of  thofe  who  had  fo  lately  figned  the 
above-mentioned  bond,  with  the  newly  pardoned 
rebel  Morton  at   their   head,  took  hold  of  this 
mrriage  with  the  fufpefted  murderer  of  her  huf- 
band,  to  aflbciate  thcmfelves  under   pretence  of 
Terenging  that  murder,  and  prefer ving  the  young 
Prince:    And  having  gathered  a  body  of  men  and 
pofleffed  themfelves  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  they 
narched  out  on  the  fifteenth  of  June  againft  the 
Queen  and  Bothwel,  who  had  alfo  a  confiderable 
^nny,  and  came  up  with  them  at  Carberry-hill. 
Were  the  Queen,  averfe  from  the  fhedding  of  blood, 
and  trufting  to  Kirkaldy  of  Grange,  who  from  the 
alibciated  Lords  gave  her  many  fair  promifes,  dif- 
xniffcd  her  army,  and  furrendered  herfelf  to  Grange, 
^ho,  with  great  profeflions  of  reverence,  led  her 
^  horfeback  to   his  party.     This  was   all  they 
*Bncd  at :    For  no  notice  was  taken  of  Bothwel, 
Ae  oftehfible  objcd  of  their  indignation,  nor  for 
to  dajs  after  this  was  there  the  leaft  public  men- 
poi  ot fuch  a  rhan  in  the  kingdom.     That  even- 
ing they  carried  the  Queen  into  Edinburgh,  ex- 
P^  to  the  wanton  iniults  of  a  tumultuous  mob 
P"Pofely  coUeded  on  the  occafion,  and  the  next 

day 
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LETTER  day,  at  her  own  defire  they  removed  her  to  tl 
XXXIX.  palace  of  Holyroodhoufe,  where  a  ferious  co 
iultation  was  held  how  to  provide  for  their  o^ 
fecurity  after  fo  daring  and  hazardous  an  attem] 
To  eflfeft  this,  it  was  refolved  to  confine  the  Quo 
for  life  in  the  caftle  of  Lochleven,  the  governor 
which  was  married  to  the  Earl  of  Murray's  m 
ther.  To  this  fort  (he  was  conveyed  in  difgui 
KcSU),  404.  that  very  night  by  the  Lord  Lindfay,  the  ficrci 
of  all  the  party,  and  after  a  few  days  was  ftri 
ed  of  all  her  princely  attire,  and  clad  in  a  coai 
brown  caflfock.  This  done,  they  took  an  invc 
tary  of  all  her  plate,  jewels,  and  other  moveab! 
within  the  palace,  broke  up  her  cupboard,  melt 
down  the  gold  and  filver,  and  converted  all  in 
coin.  Not  fatisfied  with  all  this,  they  difpatcb 
their  trufty  Agent  Lord  Lindfay  to  Lochlcve 
who  upon  the  twenty  fourth  of  July  by  the  vili 
threats  extorted  from  the  folitary  and  friendli 
Queen  a  fubfcription  to  two  papers  of  their  0% 
drawing,  the  one  a  refignation  of  the  crown 
favour  of  her  fon,  and  the  other  a  commiflion 
Regency  to  the  Earl  of  Murray,  both  which  1 
put  her  trembling  hand  to,  amidft  a  flood 
tears,  and  without  reading  a  word  of  the  co 
tents. 
Keith,  425.  In  this  melancholy  confinement  (he  was  dcni 
ail  the  comforts  of  life.  The  French  and  Engl 
ambafladors,  who  were  fent  to  mediate  betwe 
her  and  her  fubjefts,  were  not  admitted  to! 
Note  Meir.  prefence.  Her  friends  and  fervants  were  ihut  < 
Si.  from  her :    The  Earl  of  Murray,  when  he  cai 

to  pay  her  a  vifit,  bullied  her  m  a  mod  bra 
manlher :  His  mother  daily  infulted  her ;  and 
complete  her  mifery,  ihe  was  reduced  to  langu 
in  a  moft  tormenting  ftate  of  fufpence  about  1 
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&C,  ftiU  uncertain  what  frefli  barbarities,  even  to  letter 
^  ieogth  of  private  aiTailination,  might  be  con-  xxxix. 
tnVed  againft  her.     Yet  (he  flill  entertained  hopes, 
^mdj  as  much  as  (he  could,  formed  plans  of  elcap- 
iiig,  which  in  end  proved  effeftuaU     For  in  the 
erening  of  the  fecond  of  May  1568,  her  Majefty, 
^wh  one  waiting  maid,  got  out  of  the  caftle,  and 
"We  conveyed  in  a  boat  to  the  fouth-fhore  of  the 
loch,  where  fome  trufty  friends  received  her,  and 
tnnfported  her  directly  to  Lord  Seton's  houfe  in 
"Weft  Lothian,  and  from  thence,  after  a  few  hours 
Tefreflunent,  to  her  friends  at  Hamilton,     On  this 
joyful  news,  great  numbers  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry  6ockedto  her  from  all  quarters,  and  on  the 
eighth  of  May  entered  into  a  bond  of  aifociation 
for  her  defence,  figned  by  nine  Earls,  nine  Bi- 
Ihopi,  eighteen  Lords,  twelve  Abbots,  and  ninety 
fsnncipal  Barons.     Meantime  the.  Earl  of  Murray, 
"vbo  was   a£bing  as    Regent,  convened  his  forces 
^th  all  diligence,  and  on  the  thirteenth  intercept- 
ed the  Queen's  army,  who  were  conducing  her 
from  Hamilton  to  Dunbarton,  at  a  place  called 
langfide,  not   far  from  Glafgow,  where  a  battle 
cnfued,  and   ended  in  a  total  difcomfiture  of  the 
lojalifU.     The  Queen  herfelf,  when  (he  faw  that 
«^1  was  loft,  rode  oiF  at  full  fpeed,  with  a  few  faith- 
ful attendants,  and  never  clofed  her  eyes  till  fhe 
Visfttll  fixty  miles  from  the  fatal  field.     Then  (he 
VK)karefolution,  contrary  to  the  earned  intreaties 
of  all  the  loyal  friends  that  were  about  her,  to  coni- 
M  herfelf  to  the  protection  of  her  good  fifter  of 
£i^and :  And  accordingly,  on  the  fixteenth,  (he 
™  honeft  Lord  Harries,  who  never  forfook  her, 
took paflage  from  Galloway,  in  afi(herboat,  over 
tie  Solway  Frith,  and   that   fame  night  landed  at 
Wrkington  on  the  Englifli  fide,  from  whence  (he 

went; 
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i.HTTFR  went  to  Cockermouth,  and  remained  there  till  t: 
xxxix.  Ejjgiifh  deputy  aflembled  the  gentlemen  of  t 
county,  and  conducted  her  in  great  pomp  to  C; 
lifle.  Thus  we  have  feen  this  unfortunate  Prince 
once  the  admiration  of  Europe,  driven  out  of  h 
own  hereditary  dominions  by  a  junto  of  rebellio 
fubjeds,  and  now  landed,  as  flie  thought,  in 
fafe  aiyium,  out  of  the  reach  of  their  mercilc 
fury.  But  alas!  little  to  her  comfort:  For  fl 
was  now  fallen  into  hands,  not  indeed  quite 
favage  as  thofe  flie  had  fled  from,  but  equal 
tenacious  of  their  prey,  and  from  which  flie  coul 
never  work  an  efcape,  till  a  fcaflx)ld  gave  her  th 
bleffing.  This  is  that  fl:range  Revolution  whicl 
I  faid,  placed  our  new  church  upon  a  feemingl 
more  fecure  foundation,  and  gave  them,  from  tb: 
time  forward,  a  vifible  fuperiority  over  their  riva 
of  the  old  form.  We  Ihall  therefore  leave  tt 
(^een  for  a  while  in  her  new  fandtuary,  and  ic 
how  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  improved  the  advantage 
which  this  Revolution  held  out  to  ihem.  But  c 
this  in  my  next. 

Mean  time  I  am,  &c. 
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dings   in  the  j1Jfi:mbUcs  of  the  Kirk The 

ttt   Prince  crowned^   and  Murray  declared 

ewt Account  rf  the  Regent's  firji  Parlia-^ 

f,  and  Proceedings  againjl  tfje  ^een be 

Ofs  Norfolk^  imprifons   Maitland-^-^^and  is 

feffjb^  on  the  Street  of  Linlithgow Re- 

Imrt  m  bis  Deaths  and  Confequences  of  it. 


:he  Crcneral  Aflembly  of  the  Kirk  held  m 
cembcr  1 566,  two  things  occuned  that  dc- 
o  be  taken  notice  of.  Mr  Knox  having  pt- 
d  the  aflembly  for  leave  to  \\{\\,  his  children^ 
cere  at  their  ftudies  in  England,  he  received 
endatory  letters  in  ample  form,  and  did  alfi> 
the  afiemUy,  to  take  this  opportuniiy  of 
B;to  theEnglifb  Bifhops,  in  behalf  of  inch  of 
devgy  as  foupkd  to  urear  the  furplice,  ami 
deriod  vei^enis  of  that  church.  Accord* 
the  letter  vrhtcn  by  the  aifembly  on  this  oc- 
»  IB  verr  properly  made  ufe  of,  to  ihe>^  in 
burourable  light  the  Superintendency  in  Scot- 
icfaeld  the  Epifcopacy  in  England,  as  a  pure 
churchy  ^^  vho  had  renounced  the  Roman 
VoU  IL  A  a  "  Antichrift, 
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WTTF.p  **  Antichrift,  and  profeft  with  them  the  Lord 
XL.     **  fus  in  fincerity,  therefore  wifhing   them  the  i 

^w^^Y^v^  "  creafe  of  the  Holy  Spirit/*     Indeed,  we  are  n 

Keith,  565.  ^qJ J  ^i^j^j  this  letter  was  delivered,  and  therefo 
know  not  how  it  was  received,  or  what  ackncr 
ledgment  of  fifterly  communion  came  from  En 
land,  where  Knox  was  well  known,  and  whei 
however  ufeful  his  intrigues  might  be  to  the  ftsi 
his  principles  could  not  l^e  very  acceptable  to  t 
church. 

The  other  affair,  worthy  of  notice,  that  cai 
bdbre  this  affembly,  was  the  Queen's  having  : 
poned  the  Archbifnop  of  St.  Andrews  to  his  f5 
mer  jurifdi&ion,  in  confirming  tedaments,  cell: 
ing  to  benefices,  and  fuch  other  things  as  |3 
ufually  been  judged  in  the  fpiritual  courts ;  agaiJ 
which,  a  mofl  vehement  fupplication  was  prefea^ 
to  the  nobility,  that  they  would  prevent  this 

Spotn  198.  tempt  '^  to  cure  the  head  of  that  venomous  besa 
**  which  once,  within  this  realm,  by  the  pot^ 
*^  hand  of  God,  was  fo  banifhed  and  brblf 
^*  down."  But  whether  it  was  owing  to  this  fo 
plication,  or  any  other  caufe,  we  do  not  find  t 
Primate  exercifmg  this  reftored  jurisdidion,  cs 
cept  in  the  ill-judged  inftance  of  Bothwell's  divorC 
which  opened  the  door  to  all  the  miferable  difa 
ders  that  followed. 

Before  the  ufual  time  of  the  next  affembly,  tli 
Queen  was  locked  up  in  Lochlevin.  It  fat  dow 
on  the  25th  of  June,  and  for  efchewing  confiifio] 

Ktfitb,57i.we  are  told,  the  famous  Mr  George  Buchanan,  1 
whom  the  Queen  had  given  a  large  penfion  on  ti 
Abbacy  of  Crofsraguel,  and  who  was  now  Princ 
pal  of  St.  Leonard's  College  in  St.  Andrews,  w 
chofen  Moderator.  Their  great  employment,  1 
this  meeting,  was  to  cement  the  divifipns  whi< 

tl 
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Me  Q::ee.-i\s  prc.'ciit    fu iiutioii    w^is   like   to   mile  letter 
m),i^  thOiC  of  their  own  party.     For  many  of  the     XL. 
fiaci'^  nobility,  who  had  no  good  will  to  Both- 
vdly  nor  to   the    marriage,    and   therefore   had 
oilier  joined  him  or  lloi)d  neuter  on  the  firft  :ip- 
fe^nncc  againfl  him,  now  when  they  faw  to  what 
unwarrantable  len^i^ths  the  oppofition  was  carried, 
^  what  horrid  inhumanity  had  been  ufed  againfl: 
their  betrayed  Sovereign,  declared  openly  againfl: 
thcfe  unjuiUnable  enormities,    and   convened   at 
Hamilton  to  concert  mt:afures  for  her  deliverance. 
Xhe  alTociated    Lords,  who  called  themfelves  the 
y^'cnt  Council^  tho'  they  were  only  the  four  Earls 
of  Athol,  Morton,  Gleiicairn,  and  Mar,  and  the 
fix  Lords,    Hume,    Ruthven,   Lindfay,  Semple, 
Sanquhar,    and  Ochihree,    (for   Murray   all   the 
lime  was  abroad)  being  fenfible  of  their  own  de- 
clining influence,  and  how   needful  it  would   be 
to  bring  over  the  other  Lords  if  polFible,  wrote 
letters  to  them,  intreating   their   concurrence  to 
cilabliih  things   in  a  perfect  harmony.     But  the 
X^rdsat  Hamilton,  being  at  the  time  fix  Earls  and 
fiiteen  Lords,   of  whom   the  greatefl:  part   were 
^njcjpjrs^  as  the   ftyle   then  was,  would  neither 
admit  the  meflTenger,  nor  receive  the  letters.    So  the 
^embly  was  applied  to  for  their  interelt  with,  and 
3>uihority  over  ihefe  outltanders,  and  John  Knox, 
\viih  other  three  brethren,  were  employed  in  com- 


_      ,  Keith,  575- 

fir  down 


nuiuou,  with  letters  from  the   afl'embly,  defning 

tlvdr  punctual  attendance  in  Edinburgh  on  the  20th  j.^. 

of^y  next,  when  the  aiicmbly  was  to  fir  down 

agt'm,  and  concluding  "  With  certification  to   all 

"  and  lunJry,  of  what  eftate  and  degree  loever  they 

"  be,  that  compeir  not,  due  advertilement  being 

"  llms  made,  that  they  fliall  be  reputed  hereafter 

"  ashinderers  of  this   godly   purpofe,  and  as  dif- 


A  a  2  *'  fembiing 
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j^FTTER  "  fembllng  brethren,  unTrorthyto  be  cftccmcd  c 
XL.      ''  Chri(l*s  fiock;  feeing  God  of  his  mercy,  at  tb/i 
"  prcfent,  has  offered  fome  better  occalion  than 
''  in  times  bygone,  and   has  begun  to  tread  dcwn 
^*  Satan  under  foot." 

However,   this   canting   expoftulation  had'    no 

cfFcft.     Thefe  Lords  were  too  wife,  for  their  owt 

falery,  to  truft  themfelves  in  fuch  hands   at  £c3ni' 

burgh,  and  too  much  concerned  for  their  Qu^crt 

to  countenance  with  their  prefence  what  was  goinj 

on  againft  her.     TThey  therefore  fent  thtir  fercrra 

cxcufes,  at  the  fame  time  declaring  their  unfhakci 

rcfolution  to  "abide  by  their  Proteftant  profcflt  ort 

and  to  adhere  to  and  fupport  the  prefent  reforrrtct 

polity  of  the  Kirk  within  the  realm.    Notwithfta-Xid 

ing  this   difappointmcnt,  the  affembly  met  on  "thj 

2 1  ft  of  July,  and  were  joined  by  Morton  and    K 

affociatcs,  to  give  their   affembly  afts  the  fanftriofl 

of  the  then   pretended  legiflature,    by  virtue     c 

which,  fundry  articles  were   propofed  and  agr^^ 

on  among  them  ;  as,  that  the  ads  of  parliameticr  ^ 

1560  fliould  be  law  in  all  time  coming;  that  ^M^ 

niiiiiffers  fliould  be  put  in  poffeffion  of  the  wh 

patrimony  of  the  Kirk ;  that  the  horrible 

of  the   King  fhould  be  condignly  punifhcd ;  t 

the  young  Prince  fhould  be  properly  educated 

the  high  truft  he  was  one  day  to  e::ecute  ;  that 

nobility   fliould  beat   down    and  aboKfli   Popcr'^ 

idolatry,  and  fuperftition,  with   every  thing  th^ 

may  contribute   thereto,  and  for  this,  to  convcrr:^ 

and  take  arms  if  need  require  ;  and  that  all  Kin^ 

and  Qu3cns,  hereafter  in  this  realm,  fiiall,  befor^ 

their  coronation,  take  an  oath  to  maintain  thetru- 

religion  now  profeft  in  Scotland,  and  to  fuppreC 

every  thing  contrary  to  it,  or  not  agreeing  with  it.^ 

Thclc  articles  were  fubi'cribed  by   three  of  their 

Earls 
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ad  five  of  tlieir  Lords,    (for  Afh^l  and  lbtte* 
tho*  the  Queen's  enemies,  \7ere  PopHh,    XL- 
Id  not  attend  a  Proteftant  aflembly)  and  ^^^^\^SmJ 
il  Barons  and  Commiflioners  of  Burghs.     ^*^*^  *-9- 
lone,  the  affembly  rofe,  and  another  fo- 
fucceeded.     The  Lord   Lindfay  was  by 

rfetumed  from  Lochlevin,  with  the  two 
t  fubfcriptions  which  he  had  fqiiecsed 
captive  Queen,  and  now  a  refolution  was- 

proceed  to  the  coronation  of  the  Prince, 
to  which,  a  meffenger  was  again  fent  to 
I  at  Hamihon,  inviting  them  to  give  their 
at  Stirfing  on  the  29th  of  July,  for  affift- 
ich  a  folemn  occafion.  But  they  rejeded 
D&I  aho,  and  retiring  for  fecurity  to  Dun-« 
entered  into  a  new  afifociation  for  the 
intereft,  and  in  oppofition  to  thefe  pro- 
Yet  the  ceremony  went  on  ;  and  upon 
^9  ^5^77  the  royal  infant,  little  more  than 
d,  was  brought  into  the  parifh  kirk  of 

where,  after  a  fui table  fetmon  by  Mr 
ad  the  coronation  oath,  as  lately  coined, 
the  Earl  of  Morton,  he  was  Mi  anointed 
crowned  by  the  Bifhop  of  Orknej^  Mr  Kdtii,  439. 
re  are  told,  repined  much  at  the  anointings 
finelling  of  fuperftition,  or  becaufe  per-* 
jy  a  BHhop,  to  whofe  charafker  it  was 
to  belong.  But  if  this  iiras  the  caufe  of 
k'  grudge,  he  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  this 
loured  Bifliop  fufficiendy  bumbled  in  the 
t  aflembly,  which  publicly  deprived  him 
idion  of  the  miniftry,  for  the  great  fcandal 
mmitted  in  marrying  the  Queen  with  the 
kithwell,  under  which  fcandal  he  was  as 
ing  at  the  coronation  in  July,  as  he  was  at 
ivation  in  December.     AVhy  this  fcandal 

was 
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LETTER  was  not  inquired  into  fooner,  as  there  had  be 
XL.  two  afTembUes  fmce  the  commiilion  of  it,  is  n 
eafy  to  account  for,  if  it  was  not  with  a  view 
fpare  him,  guilty  as  he  was,  for  this  prefent  fk 
vice,  which  they  thought,  it  feems,  could  not  , 
properly  done  without  him*  However,  the  nu 
being  ufeful  to  the  party,  and  ready  to  ferve  ai 
turn,  was,  upon  his  fubmiiQon,  reftored  to  b 
dignity  next  year,  and  thereby  enabled  to  appea 
in  England,  as  a  commiflioned  accufer  of  that  ver 
marriage  which  himfelf  had  performed,  and  which 
at  the  time  of  performing,  he  knew  to  be  as  ceo 
furable  as  it  could  appear  to  him  afterwards.  A 
this  coronation,  the  Englifh  refident  had  ordot 
from  his  miftrefs  not  to  be  prelent,  to  give  a  for 
of  outward  teftimony  of  her  diiapprobation  of  id 
while,  by  her  underhand  dealing,  fhe  had  bcdi 
inftrumental  in  bringing  it  forward.  It  is  aifi 
fomewhat  furprizing,  that  the  Earl  of  Athol  iliouk 
have  aflifted  fo  actively  as  to  carry  the  crown  o 
ilate  at  it,  when,  only  five  days  before,  he  ha 
fent  advice  to  the  Queen,  by  Sir  Robert  Melvi 
not  to  hazard  her  life,  by  refuiing  her  Ifubfcriptio 
to  any  paper  that  ihould  be  prel'ented  to  her,  ^&Jk 
ing  her,  that  nothing  extorted  from  her  by  forfii 
or  done  by  her  iA  prifon,  could  afiect  her  title^^  c 
do  her  any  prejudice.  Such  duplicity  and  diffimi 
lation  prevailed  at  that  time  among  all  ranlu  i 
people,  and  fo  impolTible  was  it  for  the  openheai 
ed  unful'picious  Mary  to  make  her  way,  with  -f&t 
degree  of  propriety,  thro*  the  many  dangerqi 
fiiarcs  that  iurrounded  her  on  all  fides. 

Things  being  thus  in  fo  far  prepared,  the  £a 
of  Murray,  who,  tho'  abfent  we  know  not  whet 
had  been  the  great  mover  of  all  thefe  bold  machin 
lions,  made  his  appearance  at  Edinburgh  on  tl 

eleveni 
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with  of  Auguft,  and  after  having  fed  his  eyes  letfer 
I  the  fight  of  his  now  wretched  lifter  at  Loch-  XL. 
I,  was  prevailed  upon,  by  repeated  entreaties  tyVXJI 
Rrith  much  affected  hefitation,  to  take  on  him 
ffice  of  Regent,  which  had  been  by  fuch  cruel 
s  procured  for  him,  and  which,  on  the 
V  fecond,  he  was  pleafed  to  accept,  with  all 
ormalities  of  fwearing,  and  had  his  accepta- 
roclaimed  the  fame  day  at  the  market  crofs, 
i  charge  to  all  the  lieges,  "  to  give  obedience 
he  Lord  Regent  in  all  things,  under  pain  of 
ifon.''  The  firfl:  thing  he  did,  was  to  pu- 
an  order,  the  very  fecond  day  of  his  office, 
lling  in  and  deftroying  all  the  public  feals  of 
ingdom  which  carried  the  name  and  title  of 
leen.  Then  he  bought  the  government  of  the 

of  Edinburgh  from  Sir  James  Balfour,  a 
le,  but  a  faithlefs  one,  of  the  Earl  of  Both- 
ind  gave  it  to  his  old  accomplice  Kirkaldy 
ange.  He  next  got  poflTcnion  of  the  two 
lis  of  Dunbar  and  Inchkeith,  and  demolifh- 
em  both.     Such  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Keith,  43$. 

and  Lothians  as  he  fufpefled  of  retaining 
>Id  allegiance,  were  either  fummoned  to  ap- 
oefore  him  and  his  council,  or  commanded 
nr  their  perfons  in  fuch  prifons  as  he  ihould 
It. 

u  the  Regent  went  on,  taking  every  me- 
to  diftrefs  and  humble  the  Queen's  friends, 
thought  proper  to  call,  what  is  ftyled  the 
^rliament  of  James  VL  confifting  of  four  jj  ^^  ^ 
'  Biihops  and  fourteen  Abbots,  twelve  Earls,  1^67. 
L  Lords,  three  Mafters,  thirty  commiifionecs 
ghs,  and  five  officers  of  ftate,  in  all  eighty  three 
icrs.  And  here  every  thing  fucceeded  to  his 
I    His  regency  under,  the  young  King  .was 

confirmed : 
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i.ETTER  confirmed :  The  Queen's  refignation  was  derisf 
XL.  eJ  to  be  valid,  and  by  one  of  the  flrangeft  blun 
dcrs  that  could  have  entered  into  wife  people 
heads,  and  which  to  their  public  difgrace  ftanc 
upon  the  records  to  this  day,  they  declare,  "  th= 
**  the  caufe  and  occafion  of  the  conventions  hel 
^^  by  the  Earls,  Lords,  Barons,  and  other  true  an 
"  faithful  fubjeds,  and  their  taking  arms  aE 
*'  coining  to  the  open  fields  with  difplaycd  bai 
**  ners,  and  feizing  the  Queen's  perfon  upon  t^ 
^*  15  th  day  of  June  laft  bypaft,  and  generally  s 
'*  other  things  invented,  fpoken,  written  or  dox 
'*  by  them  or  any  of  them  to  that  effeft,  fiiui 
**  the  10th  day  of  February  that  King  He&d 
^^  ^'as  ilain,  was  all  in  the  faid  Queen's  own  <S 
**  fault,  in  as  far  as  by  divers  her  privy  letts 
^^  written  whoUv  with  her  own  hand,  and  fent  K 
*'  her  to  James  Earl  of  Bothwel,  chief  execudi 
*'  of  that  horrible  murder,  it  is  certain  flie  w^ 
**  privy,  art  and  part  of  the  fame."  Now  it  i^ 
fa£t  that  the  mofl:  of  the  nobility  here  prefent,  if  n^ 
all  of  them,  except  Murray  who  took  care  to  be  om 
of  the  way,  had,  little  more  than  eight  months  hm 
fore  this,  given  public  teitimony  to  Bothwei's  IT 
nocence  of  this  crime,  and  under  their  haads  aic 
feals  recommended  him  to  the  Queen  as  a  piC 
per  hufband.  But  the  great  blunder,  lib  ver 
glaring  to  common  fenfe,  is,  that  thefe  Privy  Ler 
ien,  which  are  thus  held  forth  as  the  or%iiia 
caufe  and  foundation  of  all  their  proceedings 
againft  the  Queen,  were  not,  by  their  own  cowM 
(ion,  in  their  cuftody  nor  known  to  theni  till  tfai 
^entieth  of  June,  five  days  after  they  had  SmzA 
the  Queen's  perfon,  on  which  day  tjie  Ead.a 
Morton,  as  himfelf  judicially  averred,  on  th 
twenty  fixtb^  before  two  of  his  partners  AthAlanc 

Grange 
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Crange,  got  them  by  fome  means  or  other  into  let  per 
iu&aods.^  XL. 

Bat  to  proceed.  The  pjeneral  affembly  fat  down  \^V^ 
Aom  the  fame  time  with  the  parliament,  to  be 
V  hand  with  their  fupplications,  and  to  take  care 
of  "  the  one  thing  needful,"  the  patrimony  of 
the  kirk.  Accordingly  they  p^ot  an  act  paifcd, 
^  that  no  other  eccle'laftical  jurifdiction  be  ac- 
^  knowledged  within  this  realm,  than  that  vrhich 
^  is  and  ihall  be  within  this  fam;;  kirk  ellabliih- 
■•  ed  prefently,  or  which  floweth  therefrom,  &c." 
And  another  for  putting  the  article  about  the 
Jiirdi  into  execution,  which,  after  all  the  fair 
nomifes  that  had  been  made  them,  was  all  that 
bev  could  get  done  in  their  favour  at  this  time. 
rbe  Parliament  too  had  long  confultation  what 
sourfe  to  take  with  the  Queen,  and  after  fome 
^tde  druggie  by  a  few  of  the  more  moderate,  it 
vm  concluded  by  the  majority  that  flie  Ihould  be 
dftained  and  kept  in  perpetual  prifon. 

On  the  third  of  January  four  perfons  were  ex-  A.D.158. 
ecuted  for  the  murder  of  Darnly,  viz.  Dalglcifh, 
Hepburn,  Powrie,  and  Hay,  all  of  tliem  fcrvants 
to  the  Earl  of  Bothwel,  who  tho*  they  all  cirirg- 
cd  their  mafter  and  themfelves,  yet  none  of  them 
could  be  influenced  to  afperfe  the  Queen  at  the 
ptateft  diftance  with  any  foreknowledge  of  it. 
On  the  fourteenth  of  February  an  ad  of  council 
sume  forth,  ordering  the  lead  to  be  taken  from 

*  The  femry  and  io£imous  deifgn  of  thefe  paultry  Fetters^ 
W which  (o  much  noife  has  been  made,  even  bv  fome  eminent 
Whriuii,  to  the  prejudice  of  this  injured  Princefs,  have  of  late 
WaUly proved  by  oor  ingenious  countrymen  Goodul  and  7r/- 
i^iawl  iaft  of  all  by  the  Englifh  fVh'Uaker^  a  writer  of  uncommon 
^Vmr  and  accuracy,  and  who  has  fettled  the  poiot  of  Mary's 
Wocence,  beyond  ail  contradiAion. 

VoL  II.  B  b  the 
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LETTER  the  cathedral  churches  of  Aberdeen  and  ElgiB 
XI/,  and  fold  for  fuftentation  of  the  Regent's  arm^ 
and  charging  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  as  fheriff  c 
Aberdeen,  and  Dunbar  of  Cumnock,  flierifF  of  £i 
gin,  with  the  Magiftrates  of  the  two  burghs,  and  th 
two  Biftiops  of  Aberdeen  and  Moray,  Gordon  an 
Hepburn,  who  were  ftill  on  the  Popifh  fide,  t 
affift  and  fupport  the  counciPs  fervants,  Alexan 
der  Clark  and  William  Birnie,  in  executing  thi 
fcandalous  and  difagreeable  order.*  The  ne^ 
difafter  which  about  this  time  befell  the  Quee 
after  her  efcape  from  Lochleven,  fortified  Murray^ 
power,  which  for  fome  months  he  exercifed  wiri 
great  rigour  and  cruelty  on  all  who  had  appeare 
on  the  Queen's  fide,  but  efpecially  againft  the  Hi 
miltons,  to  whom  he  had  long  bom  a  mortal  fpite. 

*  A  tradition  is  pre-erved  about  Aberdeen,  that  this  Williai 
Birnie,  having  (hipped  a  cargo  of  this  lead  for  Holland,  was  loj 
with  iliip  ar.d  cargo  off  the  Girdlcncfs,  as  a  judgment,  fome  vL 
fay,  on  fuch  facrilegious  traffic. 

f  An  unlookcd  for  affair  put  an  interruption  to  his  proceea 
ings  for  fome  time.  Our  Queen,  on  her  landing  in  EnglaoM 
had  written  again  and  again  to  Elizabeth,  comj  laining  in  flrofl 
termi  of  the  ufage  (he  had  met  with  from  her  rebellious  fuMeA 
and  earnef^ly  re<)ue{ling  her  good  (ifler's  protection  and  afRftaa  • 
again (1  them.  Upon  which,  Elizabeth,  tho'  well  pleafed  to  hm. 
her  hated  rival  row  fo  much  in  her  power,  found  hcrfelf  oblige 
by  a'l  the  ties  of  equity,  and  even  rules  of  decency,  to  take  noti* 
of  thcfc  complaints.  Accordingly  (he  fent  a  fharp  mef&ge 
Murray,  whom  (he  knew  (he  had  at  her  beck,  telling  him  tba 
howfoever  he  and  others  had  forgot  their  duty  to  their  fovereig 
(he  would  not  negledl  her  fifter  and  neighbour  Queen,  and  ihci 
fore  requiring  him  to  fend  commidioners  to  give  account  of  ^ 
proceedings  againft  his  Queen,  otherwife  (he  would  reflore  ^ 
with  all  the  power  (he  had.  In  confequence  of  this  meffiige,  ^ 
Regent  fet  out  hirofclf,  attended  by  his  aifociates  Monon,  X 
thington,  the  Bifhop  of  Orkney,  and  fome  more,  and  cam^ 
York,  the  place  appointed,  on  the  fifth  ofOdober.     Thic^ 
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^Uchi-J  of  ihiit  family    t!vj  Diikt*  of  (  liatclhcr-  i.r-rrrR 
/       ^Uir,  who  had  been  nidltly  obroiiJ  fiiict  the  (Queen's    XL. 
M      ^JJarriage   with    Darnly,   on  his    comin!^   home, 
w       ^yoicz  letter  to  the  rcnenil  afilmbly,  which  was 
f        then  fitting,  recommending  fuch  meaiures  as  might  -^D.1569. 
'CTid  to  reftore  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.     But 
the  alFembly    were  i'r>  attached    to    Murray,   that 
li  ::ie  regard  was  paid  to  the  Duke's  letter  :  Only 
X.lie  fupcrintendenis  hibourcd  to  bring  about  a  re- 
c:  onciliation  between  thefe  two  noblemen,  who  had 
both  betn  ufeful  to  them ;  and  they  fo  far  ctfected 
it,  that  the  Duke  came  to  Edinburgh,  in  oomj)any 
"^'ith  Lord  Herries,  who  was  ftill  doing  his  belt  for 
tht  (Queen's intereft,  but  on  his  iifufing  the  con- 
ditions which  Murray  propoied,  both  he  and  Her- 
*es  were  committed   prifoners   to    the  caltle. — 
bout  this  time   the   Lord  Bovd  brou'.'jhr  a  com- 
uifion  from  Mary,  defiring  that  the  marriage  be* 
^'weenherand   Boihwcl    iiiight  be  dilfolvcd,  and 
file  left  at  liberty  to  marry  as  (lie  pleaild.     l'\)r 
^^  ow  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,    who  had  been   Eliza- 
fc^  erh's  principal   commiflioner  both  at  York  and 
^^'ellminfter,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  proccfs  had 
ca  undoubted  proofs  of  Mary's  innocjuce,  was 


\ 


^^  mc  alio  Lefllc    Bifhop  of  Rofs,   with  the  Lords   Boyd,  Li* 
^  >  flgibn    aiid  Harries,    coniniiiTioncrs  from    Queen  NI dry,   and 
^>d  UiL'  8ih  both  ])aitits  met  before  the  Dakc  of  Ncifolk,    und 
^-nic  ot  the   Engliih  r.ebility,  Lmi>owercd  by  EJiz.ibeth  to  hear 
^»-T5d  examine  the  caufc,  but  itihi.':t.a  to  kavc  the  final  dctemiina- 
■^^vnutiito  htrfolF.     The   rcluit  (-f  all  ihis  d.luncd  farce  how- 
^]VeT«AS(diat  the  iniurcd  Miisy  met  r.eiiher  \iitn  civil:ty  nui   jul- 
"^-icciscd  on  the  12th  A  J.muary  1569,   »IurriiY  .md  his  pariy  got 
li«cnct  from  ElizaKih  to  rLtun  m-mc,  under  [-rcuncc  of  j-rox.d- 
^ni^tdrthe  peace  of  thi:  couniry  uhii:h,  i..ul  lLIi/.,il ..ili  betii  f:ni:r;re 
ark.  upright,  Tni«;ht  have  been  as  well  caied  for  by  liberating  the 
S^n  u  by  dilmiliin^  Murray. 

B  b  s  fo 
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LETTER  fo  taken  with  her  charader,  that  he  began  to  fon 
XL.     a  wifh,  and  even  to  entertain  hopes  of  marryi^ 
her,  in  which   hopes  he  was  encouraged  by  foic 
of  the  principal  nobility  of  England,  and  thefe  ti. 
of  Elizabeth's  own   favourites.      Some   hints 
this,  and  of  Elizabeth's   defigns  againit  Mat 
fucceffion  to  the  Englifti   crown,    Norfolk    \rz 
in  confidence  communicated  to  Murray,  wheik^ 
was  on  his  way  home,  and  flood  in  need  of  n 
Duke's  friendfhip  :    And  Murray,  to  fecure 
favour,  had  promifed  his  afTiftance  and  fecrecy^ 
the  affair.     But  when,  in  order  to  pave  the 
for  this  projeft,  the  divorce  from  Bothwel  ^ 
propofed  in  a  convention  of  the  flates  held 
Murray  at  Perth,  he  not  only  got   the  meet 
to  rejed  the  propofal,  but  was  fo  bafe  as  to  A 
a  mefl'enger  to  Elizabeth,  with  private  intellige 
of  all  Norfolk's    views,   and  warning  her, 
friend,   to  take   care  of  herfelf  in  time :   wlm-  3 
was  the  means  of  bringing   that  worthy  Pro  ^ 
tant  nobleman  to  the  fcaffold,  and  provoked     ^ 
jealous  Elizabeth  to  remove  our   Queen   to 
ventry,  under  the  cuftody  of  the  Earls  of  " 
bury  an<a  Huntington, 

This  bufmefs,  which  was  fo  foully  and  fat 
betrayed  by  Murray,  had  been  much  iblicited 
encouraged  by  his  affociate  Maitland  of  Lethi 
ton,  who,  tho'  he  had  hitherto  gone  all  _ 
with  the  reft  in  profecuting  and  calumniating  t 
Queen,  yet  now,  either  from  confcience  or 
pafSon,  or  a  natural  bent  he  had  to  be  flill 
playing  his  talents  for  plotting,  began  to  v« 
about  a  little  to  the  Queen's  lidc,  and  to  pl^ 
fome  diflant  fchemes  for  her  refloration.  Hii 
new  mafler  Murray,  who  was  as  cunnii\g  as  b^ 
foon  Iufj[:efl:ed  fomething  of  this,  and  to  be  r^ 

vengcci 
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id  of  him,  employed  a  captain  Crawford,  a  letter 
ire  of  the  Earl  of  Lenox,  to  appear  before  XL* 
suncil  at  Stirling,  and  openly  accul'e  Lething-  ^-^'V^^ 
^hile  he  was  fitting  there  by  virtue  of  bis 
13  fecretary,  of  being  acceiTory  to  the  King's 
r.  Upon  this  hally  charge,  Lethington  was 
and  fent  under  a  ftrong  guard  to  Edin* ''p**^' *^^ 
,  to  be  tried.  But  his  friend  Grange,  ano- 
*  the  party,  and  then  governor  of  the  caf- 
fcued  him  out  of  the  guard's  hands,  and 
lim  under  his  own  protedion.  In  what* 
iew  we  (hall  behold  this  (Irange  piece  of 
b,  it  mud  exhibit  the  charaders  of  thofe 
ned,  in  a  very  odious  light.  If  Lethington 
[ftly  accufed,  what  (hall  we  think  of  a  maa 
:ould  in  fuch  a  public  manner  profecute 
(Irefs  his  fovereign  for  a '  crime  which  hfi 
f  flood  guilty  of  ?  And  |)ow  does  it  confifl 
he  character  of  the  godly  Earl  of  Murray^ 
'c  employed  and  been  fo  highly  obliged  to 
wretch  in  that  fcandalous  profccution  i  If 
the  accufation  was  unjull  ;  what  fhall  we 
if  Murray,  for  taking  fuch  meafures  to  ruin 
who  had  been  fo  Angularly  ferviceable  ia 
3d  caule,  for  no  other  rcafon  but  becaufe 
an  to  lee  things  in  another  light,  and  to 
3cne  pity  to  the  miferies  of  a  perfccuted 
j^  who  was  filler  to  one  of  them,  and  fo» 
I  to  them  all. 

while  Murray  was  bufied  with  the  thoughts  J*"-  ^z§ 
;  ticklifh  trial,  he  was,  on  his  way  from'^^^ 
5  to  Edinburgh,  (hot  thro*  the  belly,  in  the 
i^  Linlithgow,  by  James  Hamilton  of  Both- 
igh,  and  died  in  a  few  hours  afien  A  man 
)m  I  fhall  only  fay,  that  after  the  mod  im- 
L  view  of  his  cbarader  or  condud,  it  is  ex^ 

tremely 
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LETFEP  tremely  difEcull  to  difcover,  from  what  part  of  it 
XL.  was  entitled  to  the  honourable  appellation  of 
good  Regent.  It  is  needlefs  to  mention  the  pre 
cation  which,  it  is  laid,  the  murderer  had 
with,-)-  as  if  that  could  be  any  excufe  for  thel 
barous  adion,  fince,  in  conformity  to  the  prea 
of  the  gofpel,  it  is  certain,  that  no  provocat 
can  warrant  ot  juitify  private  and  deliberate  afli 
nation,  in  the  eye  of  that  Judge  who  has  fi 
*'  •  Vengeance  is  mine,  I  will  repay."  Only  I  n 
take  the  freedom  to  obferve,  with  regard  to  th 
who  let  up  for  a  particular  degree  of  purity  in 
ligious  profeffion,  that  they  would  do  well  to 
preis  themlelves  confidently  in  all  fuch  cafes,  ' 
talk  ot  thie  aflfaflination  of  the  Popi(h  Cardinal 
ton,  or  the  infignificant  David  Rizio,  with 
fame  abhorrence  that  they  do  of  the  murder 
King  Henry  Darnl|p^  or  the  good  Earl  of  Mur 
all  which  were  ads  of  murder  prohibited  by^ 
chriftian  law,  and  to  be  h^d  in  equal  deteliatior 
all  who  affuihe  the  chriftian  name. 

By  this  unexpeded  blow,  matters  were  thrc 
into  great  conhifion.  The  (Queen's  friends  c 
tinned  to  ftir  in  her  caufe,  and  Elizabeth,  % 
could  ealily  have  caft  the  balance  on  either  fi 
made  it  her  buiinefs  to  keep  up  the  conceit,  fa 
jfhew  of  friendly  mediation.  The  Earl  of  Mort 
who,  next  to  Munay,  had  the  principal  mana 
meat  of  that  party,  took  the  opportunity  of  I 
vacancy  to  call  a  meeting  of  his  afTociates, 
which  he  got  his  old  friend  Lethington  pur] 

f  Partofhis  efliate  had   been  beflowed  upoD  one  of  the 
gent's  favouriteS)  who  Icizcd  iiis  boufc,  and  turned  out  his 
naked  in  a  cold  night  into  the  open  fieldsy  where,  before  i 
moraing>  ihe  becrame  furl  mily  mad. 

Kobertjof^s  Hlft.  of  Scot.  B.  r,    p.  41^ 
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of  the  accufation   given  in  by  Crawford  againft  letter 
him,  and  *'  recognized  as  an  honell  man,  and  a    ^L* 
**  good  and  profitable   member   of  the  common-  ^*^v^^. 
"  wealth."     The  General  Affembly,  which  was 
fimng  about  the  time  of  Murray's  murder,  or- 
dered the  murderer,  and  all  that  fhould  be  con- 
fided of  having  a  hand  in  it,  to  be  excommu- 
nbted   in  all   the   chief  burghs  of    the  realm, 
4o*  they  had   publicly  prayed  for  Lord  Ruthven 
and  the   other    murderers   of    Rizio,   when   ab- 
ibading  in  England,    as   people   in   diftrefs  for 
ik  caufe  of  God  and  religion.     It  was  alfo  or- 
dained   in    this  affembly,   "    that   forth   of    the  Spotf.  a35»' 
"*  thirds  five  thoufand  merks    fhould   be  yearly 
"  paid  for  furniihing  the   King's  houfe,  and  the 
"  kirk  burdened  with  no  further  duty."     At  the 
Erft  allotment  of  the  thirds  for  their  behoof,*  the 
Becefiaries  of  the  Queen's  houfe  were  firft  to  be 
provided   for,  and   the  overplus  only  was  affign- 
cdfor  them.     But  this  fcanty  proviiion  had  oc- 
cafioncd  many   heavy  complaints,  and   now  that, 
fcy  Murray's  kindnefs,   they  had  got  the  taking 
vpof  the  thirds  into  their  own  hands,  they  affum* 
cd  alfo  the  liberty   of  modifying   their  benefac- 
tor's (hare,   and  were  determined  that  whatever 
tecame  of  the  King's  houfe,  "  the  kirk'  fliould 
•  be  burdened  with  no  further   duty." 

I  am,  &(;• 


LETTER 
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LETTER       XL! 


The  Earl  of  Lenox  declared  Regent- 
Dunbartonj  and  puts  the  Arcbhijhop   (^ 

drewi  to  Death is  killed  in  Stirling^ 

ceeded  in  the  Regency  by  the  Earl  of  1 
Tb£  Government  of  the  Kirk  new  moc 
hrougbt  nearer  to  the  Epifcopal  Form-^ 
rfthe  Kirk  under  the  Regencies  of  1 
Morton-^'-'^lnnovaiion  in  the  Governs 

hy  Mr.  Andrew  Melvtl Rife  and 

^Prcfbytery The  Raid  of  Ruthven 

by  an  Affembly  Turbulent  Humo\ 

Kirk. 


-"-'*'       A  ^^^  ^^^^  months  of  a  continuec 
Xj^   between  the  contending  parties. 


of  Lenox,  the  Queen's   father-in-law, 
ber  risid  enemy,  was  declared  regent, 
after  his  promotion,  fet  afide  Morton's  ] 
of  Lethington,  took  the  Secretary's  of 
him,  and  proclaimed   him  rebel.     On  t 
hand,  the  Duke,  the  Earls  of  Argyle  a 
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ud  oihew  of  ihe  Queen's  friends,  held  par-  lettkr 
?nts  in  her  name,  and  by  her  commiflion,  XLI. 
dircded  **  the  Superintendents,  minifters, 
horters,  and  readers,  in  their  public  fervice, 
pray  for  the  Queen  as  their  only  Sove- 
50,  for  the  Prince  her  fon,  for  the  council,  no- 
ty,  and  whole  body  of  the  commonwealth.**  • 
wherever  their  authority  prevailed,  this  di- 
ll, notwithflanding  the  affembly's  prohibition, 
br  the  moft  part  obferved.  At  Edinburgh, 
Knox,  rather  than  comply  with  it,  left  his 
,  which  was  taken  pofl'effion  of  by  Bifliop 
>n  of  Galloway.  From  Edinburgh,  Knox 
to  St-  Andrews,  where  he  met  with  great 
tion  from  two  Profeffors  of  philofophy  in 
*w  College,  who  flood  firm  to  the  Queen's 
and  drew  many  of  the  ftudents  after  them. 
th  did  political  principle's,  even  then,  fcpa« 
aotde  who  agreed  in  moft  other  points,  and 
ofefied  an  equal  zeal  for  a  religious  refor- 

this  perplexed    and  divided  ftate,  matters 

I  year  or   two,  the  Earl  of  Lenox,  as  Re« 

For  his  grandfon,   holding  his  parliaments 

he   beft  could,   and  the  Queen's    Lords 

hu  beed  did,  that  tho  prateftants  were  all  of  them  thi* 
I  eaemicsy  and  chat  (he  had  no  friends  but  among  thoie  of 

perfuafioD*  Bat  this  appears  to  be  a  falie  afTertion^ 
tfind  many  of  the  papius  among  her  bitter  enemies  ; 

list  other  han<^,  fome  of  her  bcft  friends  and  firmefl: 
ERrthe  Duke  of  Chttdherault,  and  his  Ton  the  Lord 
t  Arbroathy  the  Eatfl  of  Argyle,  the  Lords  Livin^- 
kyd,  and  Herris,  Gordon  Bifhop  of  Galloway,  Carfc- 
■  the  Ifltfs,  and  many,  other s,  were  as  zealous  prjtabnts, 
ibfcarty  promotcris  of  a  reformation,  accoiding  to  the  cur- 
pnBciples  of  the  times,  as  John  VLnox  and  the  forious 
tWwcrt  led  by  hirt. 

Vol.  IL  C  c  holding 
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LETTFR  holding  theirs  with  equal  claims  of  legality,  b 
XLI.  with  various  fuccefs,  according  as  the  Queen 
England,  who  had  the  balance  in  her  hand 
thought  fit  to  (land  neuter  or  throw  in  hi 
weight  againd  the  Queen's  fcale*  The  moft  m 
teriaJ  advantage  gained  by  Lenox  in  the  conta 
tion,  was  the  recovery  of  the  ftrong  caftle  « 
Punbarton,  which  had  hitherto  been  kept  for  tfa 
Queen  by  the  Lord  Fleming,  but  was  at  laft  fm 
prized  by  Captain  Crawford,  and  all  within  i 
except  Lord  Fleming  who  efcaped,  made  prifon 
trs.  Among  them  was  the  Archbifliop  of  St 
Andrews,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  that  ibrtid 
from  the  implacable  refentment  of  the  Earl  o 
Murray,  and  now  fell  into  as  mercilefs  handi 
For  he  was  immediately  carried  to  Stirling  unde 
a  ftrong  guard,  and  there  without  any  fonm 
trial,  but  barely  upon  the  forfeiture  laid  againl 
him  in  one  of  their  contendible  parliament,  b 
was  publicly  hanged  on  a  gibbet  erected  for  ths 
Si.x)tf.  35i.purpofe,  on  the  firft  day  of  April  1571.  Thi 
was  a  filly  and  unmanly  ftroke  of  family-revens 
in  Lenox,  who  had  the  execution  hurried  on  *  1 
fuch  an  unbecoming  manner,  left  the  Queen 
England  fhould  have  interceded  for  the  unhapj 
Prelate.  There  is  feme  ground  to  fufpeft  it 
Morton^  who  had  been  long  gaping  for  the  ) 
venues  of  St.  Andrews,  and  who  managed  Len 
as  he  pleafed,  had  been  the  chief  promoter  of  1 
Primate^s  hafty  fate:. For  immediately  upon  ! 
death,  Morton  folicited  fo  ftrongly  for  the  lich  te 
poralities  of  that  fee,  and,  by  threatening  to  lea 
the  court  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  fo  overawed  Lei 
who  could  not  do  without  him,  that  he  obtaii 
a  gift  of  them,  which  thro'  all  the  various  foi 
ot  polity  that  enfued,  he  took  care  not  to  f 
with.   .  1 
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The  pofleifion  of  Dunbarton,  and  the  death  lbttrr 
of  Archbifhop  Hamilton,  gave  fuch  fpirits  to  Le-    XLI. 
ZKsandhis  party,  that  inthe  month  of  Augufl:  v^'vxy 
k  called   a    Parliament  at  Stirling,   in  u^hich, 
looog  other  things,  an  z6t  pafled  that  ^'  all  lands 
^  and  pofleffions  which  had  in  former  times  been 
'  *hdd  of  Priors,  orPrioreffes,  or  of  Convents  of 
"  zaj  kind,  fhould  from  that  time  forth  be  held  of 
**  the  crown."     The  aflembly  now  fitting  at  Stir- 
ling had  got  intelligence  of  this  defign  while  it  was 
fanning,  and  were  not  a  little  alarmed  at  it,  efpe- 
caBy  after  getting  a  letter  from  Mr.  Knox,  who 
M  at  St.  ^drews  indifpofed,  and  could   not  at- 
ttoA  them,  in  which  he  apprizes  them  of  what 
vaigoi!^  on,  and  warns  them,  ^^  as  ihey  would  S|K>tr.  158. 
**  not  be  thought  unfaithful  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  to 
^  withftand    thefe    mercilefs    devourers    of   the 
**  church's  patrimony.'*      To  guard  againft  this 
attempt  therefore,  and  to  preferve  the  profpedthey 
bad,of  (ome  time  or  other  recovering  thefe  lands 
out  of  tlie  hands  of  thofe  who  at  prefent   held 
them  only  by  force  or  connivance,  which  they 
could  not  exped   to  do  if  once  they  were  fetll- 
td  in  the  crown  by  law,  the  afl'embly  gave  com- 
vffion  to  certain  brethren,  to  go  to  the  Regent 
and  eftates  of  Parliament,    ^^  humbly  to  defire 
"  and  requeft,  in  name  of  the  kirk,  the  granting 
"of fuch  heads  and  articles,  and  redreiling  of 
^  foch  complaints,  as  fhould  be  given  in  to  them 
'  by  the  kirk." 

Bat  while  this  affair  was  in  agitation,  it  hap- 
Kned  that  Lenox  was  flain  in  the  flreet  of  Stir- 
ing  on  the  fourth  of  September  1 571,  in  a  fcuilte 
ith  a  party  of  the  Queen's  friends,  headed  by 
ord  Claud  Hamilton,  who,  to  be  revenged  on 
Enox  for  his  difgraceful  treatment  of  his  uncle 

C  c  a  tlie 
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LETTER  tile  Archbifhapf  had  thought  to  furprLce  him  a 
ZLL    hh  Parliament,  and   make  them  all  prifonen^ 
On  the  death  of  Lenox,  the  Earl  of  Mar  was  i 
mediately  named  his  fucccflbr,  and  ta  him  app 
catio^  was  made  for  the  fame  purpofe  jufl;  n 
meptioned :    On  which  it  was  mutually  agn 
that  a  meeting  ihould  be  held  of  a  certain  nui 
ber  frpHi  the  kirk,  and  as  many  from  the  ftai 
for  adjufting  matters.     In  profecution  of  this 
green^ent,  an  alTembly  met  at  I^eith  ii^  Jaaiu 
next  year^  and  delegated  fix  of  their  own  numl) 
to  meet  with  as  many  from  the  council,  *♦ 
treat,  reafon,  and  conclude  concerning  the  fettl 
tuent  of  the  polity  of  the  church."     Th< 
delegates,  after  diverfe  meetings  and  loqg  ddit 
ration,  came  to  this  refolution,  that  the  old  ecd 
fiadical  polity  ihould  be  revived,  only  with  f« 
alterations  as  the  change  of  religion  had  ma 
neceflkry :    That  they  who  were  to  have  the  offi 
and  power,  ihould  have  alfo  the  names  and  tit 
of  Archbiihops  and  Biihops :    that  the  old  di 
lion  of  the  diocefes  ihould  take  place,  the  patrimo 
of- the  church  be  properly  applied,  and  every] 
Ihop  have  fpiritual  jurifdidion  in  bis  owndioa 
In  a  word,  excepting  the  neglected  article  of  I 
confecration  of  Biihops,  which  was  ilrangely  01 
looked,  every  other  part  of  the  conilitution  n 
adopted,  feems  to  have  been  pretty  much  on  t 
plan  of  true  and  real  epifcopacy. 

In  confequence  of  this  fetilement,  Mr.  J< 
Douglas,  who  had  been  chaplain  to  the  £tfl 
Argylci  and  was  now  Provoil  of  the  new  coU 
of  St.  Ai^drews,  was  nominated  to  that  archie 
copal  See,  Mr.  James  Boyd  to  Glaigow, 
James  l^aton  to  Dunkeld,  Mr.  Andrew 
to  Dunblain,  and  Mr.  George  Pouglas  to  Mo 

1\ 
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Moft  of  the  other  Sees  had  been  filled  before,  letter 
Gordon  was  Bifliop  of  Galloway,  Bothwell  Titular   XLI. 
of  Orkney,  Stuart  of  Caithnefs,  Hamilton  of  Ar- 
gylc,  Campbell  of  Brechin,  and  Carfewell  of  the 
Mcs,  none"  of  whom  had   epifcopal   confecration 
but  Gordon  of  Galloway,  and  fomc  of  them  not 
wen  Prieft*s  orders,  yet  afted,  with  confcnt   of 
die  aflembly,  and  in  conjundion  with  the  old  fu- 
fcrintendents,  who,  as  long  as  they  lived,  retained 
the  name  and  office,  in  fuch  branches  of  prelati- 
cal  power  as  were   committed  to  them.     How 
Mr.  Knox  relifhed   this   regulation,   we  are  not 
tokL    He  was  now  returned  to   Edinburgh,  on 
the  Queen's  friends  having  left  it,  in  terms   of 
a  patched  up  treaty  between  them  and  the  Earl  of 
Mar :  but  his  influence  feems  to  have  been  much 
on  ihe  decline.     Befides,   he   was   now  grown 
old  and  infirm.     The  difappointments  he  had  met 
^thfrom  many  of  his  party,  who  made  a  very  dif- 
ferent ufe  of  their  power  from  what  he  intended, 
bad  funk  his  fpirits,  and  he  died  on  the  27th  of 
November,  in  the  67th  year  of  his  age. 


fhis  year,  fo  remarkable  for  having  introduc-  .^  d  ,  , 
cdaname  of  proteftant  epifcopacy  into  Scotland, 
was  a  melancholy   year  to  that  caufe  in  France, 
by  a  general  and  unexpefted  maflacre   of  the  Pro- 
tcftants  over  all  the  kingdom,  which  was  curfed- 
ly  contrived,   under  a  mafk  of  kindnefs  and  re- 
conciliation, by  the  Oueen-mother,  Catharine  of 
Medids,  and  in  which  the  brave  Admiral   Co-  Aug.  24. 
figny,  and  many  thoufands  of  different  ages  and 
fees  without  diftinftion,  miferably  periflied.     At 
koBc,  the  Earl  of  Mar  died  in  Oftober,  and  was 
locceeded  in  office  as  Regent  by  the  Earl  of  Mor- 
ton, who  after  much  intriguing,  now  at  laft  got 
*p  to  that  pinacle  of  power  to  which  his   ambi- 
tion < 
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LETTER  tion  had  been  long  direded.     The  firft   public 
XLL    thing  he  undertook,  was  to  reduce  the  caflle  of 

v^vx-/  Edinburgh,  which  had  ftood  out  under  Kirkaldy 
of  Grange  the  Governor,  againft  the  three  late  R^ 
gents,  but.  was  now,  by  the  force  of  an  army  and 
artillery  from  England,  compelled  to  furrender  to 
Morton,  who  foon  after  condemned  his  old  inti* 
mate  friend  Grange,  the  bed  and  braveft  man  of 

^^Isiz-  ^^  whole  fadion,  to  be  hanged  at  the  market 
crofs.*  His  other  partner  in  iniquity,  Maitland 
of  Lethington,  whom  he  had  lately  ^^  recognoiced 
**  an  honefl  man,**  and  whofe  rare  but  mif-em« 
ployed  talents  had  been  fo  ferviceable  to  them  all 

6pots.  172. i^  dethroning  and  calumniating  their  fovereign, 
rather  than  be  made  fuch  a  fhameful  fpeflacle 
of,  as  his  friend  Grange  had   been,  made  away 
with  himfelf  by  poifon,  and  fo  avoided  the  igno- . 
miniy  of  a  public  execution. 

While  Morton  was  thus  carrying  all  before 
him,  to  the  entire  fuppreffion  of  the  Queen'ft 
caufe  in  Scotland,  the  aifemblics  of  the  kirk  were 
going  on  with  great  keennefs  upon  their  improv- 
ed plan,  dill  paying  a  certain  degree  of  deference 
to  the  Bifhops  and  fuperintendents,  and  putting 
the  Regent  in  mind  of  their  wants  and  grievan- 
ces. And  indeed  they  had  need  of  all  their 
wits  about  them  to  watch  againft  his  avarice  and 
duplicity.  He  had  with  artful  profellions  of 
kindnefs,  drawn  the  thirds  out  of  their  hands,  by 
promifing  to  make  the  flipends  of  the  inferior  mi- 

*  What  an  aftoniHiing  {pe(5lacle  mufl  this  have  been  to  the  cx- 
tizensof  Edinburgh, whoi^membrcd to  havcfeen  this  very  Gtangp 
but  afew  years  before,  leading  his  Queen  a  captive,  and  deliver* 
ing  her  up  to  that  very  Morton,  who  now,  forgetting  their  for- 
mer  iotimacy,  was  unfeeling  enough  to  put  his  once  boibm-frieni 
00  the  fame  footing  widi  the  vilclt  of  malcfadurs  ? 
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idHen  local,  and  payable  in  the  pari(hes  where  letter 
they  fervedj  which  he  made  them  believe  would    ^L^*  ^^ 
be  the  fureft  way  to  effeftuate  quick  and  ready 
payment.     But  when  by  this  deceit  he  had  got 
poflcffion  of  the  thirds,  he  ordered  two,  three  or 
fcur  pariihes  to  be  caft  together,  and  ferved   by 
one  minifter,  who  was  to  preach  in  them  by  turns, 
and  placed   in   every  parifli    a  reader    to  read 
prayers  in  the  minifter*s  abfence<,  with  a  falary  of 
twenty  or  thirty  pounds  fcots.     The  minifters  too 
found  greater  difficulty  than  ever  in  procuring  their 
payments,  and  the  fuperintendents  were  neglefted, 
under  pretence  that  by  the  inftitution  of  Bifhops 
their  office  was  no  longer  neceffary.     To  remedy 
thefe  growing  evils,  the  aflembly  in  March  1574 
enjoined  the  Bifhops  and  fuperintendents  not  to 
rxcroach    upon   one   another's  jiirifdidion,   and 
that  the  minifters  who  were  appointed  to 
Tve  more  kirks  than   one,  ihould  take  charge  of 
^l^at  one  only  at  which  they  refided,  helping  the 
c^  then  as  they  beft  could. 

While  Morton  and  the  kirk  were  thus  jarring 
'  th  one  another  about  his  encroachments  on  the 
leiiaftical  revenues,  a  new  fource  of  conten- 
tion was  opened,  which  has  not  been  fully  clofed 
in   Scotland,  even  to  this  day.     A  Mr.  Andrew 
^lelvil    had   this    year  returned   from    Geneva^ 
'where  he  had  ftudied  fome  time  under  the  fa- 
mous Beza,  and  acquired  a  great  fondnefs  for 
1^  parity-fcheme  which   had  taken  place  there. 
Bdi^  a  man  of  a  hot  fiery  temper,  he  foon  be- 
^to  ihew  the  warmth  of  his  zeal  in  favour 
of  die  Genevan  model,  and  prevailed  on  Mr. 
JohnDurie,  one  of  the  minifters  of  Edinburgh, 
toftart  the  game  he  wifhed  to  purfue,  by  proteft- 
wg  in  the  aflfembly  of  Auguft  1575,  "  that  the 

"  trial 
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LBTTHR  *'  trial  of  the  Bifhopi  irtiRht   not   pfejudgc 
XLL    '^  -  opinions  and  reafons  ^vhich  he  and  other 

v^'^v"^^  *'  thren  had  to  propofe,  againft  the  office  and  n 
**  qt  a  Bifhdp.**  This  was  immediately  folic 
by  a  long  harangue  front  Melvil,  on  the  flou 
ing  ftate  of  the  church  in  Geneva:  In  cc 
quence  of  which  it  was  ordered,  that  the  qud 
now  propofed  (hould  be  debated  and  reafi 
upon  by  three -of  every  fide,  who  came  to 
concluiions  as  were  in  the  main  agreeable  enc 
to  the  eftabliihed  form.  In  the  next  afleft 
atEdinburghy  in  April  1576,  the  ftate  of  the  < 
tion  was  altered,  arid  made  to  .  run,  "  Whc 
^>  Bifliops,  as  they  then  were  in  Scotland, 
*•  their  fundion  warranted  by  the  word 
**  God?"  But  here  again  the  fadion  wa» 
appointed.  For  the  afl'embly^  after  much  re: 
ing  and  difputation,  adhered  for  the  moft  pa 
the  conclufions  that  had  been  agreed  upon  be 
Yet  Melvirs  party  gained  two  points,  which 

Spots.  276.  ed  them  in  good  ftead  afterwards.  One  was  ai 
''  that  the  BifhopS  Ihould  be  obliged  to 
**  charge  of  particular  congregations :"  "W 
was-  no  doubt  defigned  to  cramp  them  in  tfa 
ercife  of  jurifdiction  over  a  whole  diocefs: 
the  other  was,  an  ill-timed  meflkge  which  ] 
ton  fent  to  the  affem^bly,  wifliing  f o  know,  **^ 
^  ther  they  would  ftand  to  the  poKty  agree 
^^  at  Leith  ;  and  if  not,  defiring  them  to  fettle  ^ 
**  fome  form  of  government  by  which  they  w 
«  abide/' 

This  was  giving  full  fcope  to  Mehil's  defi 
and  a  commiffion  was  accordingly  granted  tc 
delegates,  of  whom,  he  was  one,  to   dra\r 
Second  book  of  difcipline,  which  was   fet   a 
with  vigour,  and  compofcd  entirely  accordo 
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.'Se  ifireclions  which  Melvll  had  got,  and  was  fiill  letit-r. 
^  I       jcettiflg  horn  his  tutor  ficza.     However,   two  af-     XLI. 
^  m       ^oiblies  pafled,  before  this  new  fyftctn  of  eccle«  ^/^Wj 
m       &/b'caI  polity  could  be  completed  ;  and  even  in  a 
m       Ubird  afTembly  atEdinburgh,  in  October    1577^ 
W       ibert  was  not  one  motion  direftly  or  indirectly 
r        About  the  lawfulnefs  or  unla^K'fulnefs  of  Bifhops. 
3ut  foon  after  this,  a  change  happened,  which 
g^ve  them  a  better  opportunity  of  carrying  their 
defign  into  execution,  than  they  could  have  cx- 
F^eaed  under  Mortoa's  adminiftration  ^  and  that 
vv-as  his  rciignation  of  the  Regency,   in   one  of 
^is  fuUen  humours,  and  the  young  King's  tak* 
izx^   the  government  into  his    own  hands,  tho* 
cb.en  only  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age.     This 
a  lucky    circumf&nce  for  the    innovators  ? 
now    they    had  got  free    of  a  deep  and 
jerous  politician,  who  could  neitlier  be  trufted 
or  outwitted,  and  had  only  the  name  of  a  King 
a  divided  council  to  deal  with,  who  could 
ealiJy  managed,  and  either  wheedled  or  buUi- 
dl  into  any  meafures.     Under  this  feeble  admi- 
•filtration  therefore  they  renewed  their  diligence, 
ftep  by  flep,  under  various  difguifes,  purfu*^ 
their  grand  deflgn,   fometimes   with  conniv- 
Xice,  fometimes  with  a  fort  of   difcounteiunce 
r«)m  the  changeable  court,  till  at  lad  they  car«- 
%  icd  their  point,  and  in  an  aiTembly  a,t  Dundee 
S^ve  the  deadly  thruft  to  epifcopacy,  by  a  folemiiL  J"^^  '*• 
^ct  bearing,  that  ^^  For  as  much  as  the  office  of 
*"  ^  a  Bilhop,  as  it  is  now  ufed  within  this  realm, 
*'*  bath  no  furci  warrant,  authority  nor  good  ground 
**  out  of  the  word  of  God,  but  is  brought  ia 
**  by  the  folly  and  corruption  of  men's  invention, 
**  loihe  great  overthrow  of  the  true  kirk  of  God, 
H*  ilicrcfore  the    whole   affembly    in  one  voice 
VqI.  U,  U  d  "  findcth 
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tpTTFR  "  findeth  and  declareth  the  fame  pretended  offi- 
XL.1    **  ufed  and  termed  as  aforefaid,  unlawful  in 
^'  felf,  and  ordaineth  that  all  perfons  who  htom 
**  or    hereafter   Ihall  brook  the  faid   office, 
*'  charged  forthwith  to  demitt,  quit  and  leave 
'*  the  fame,  and  (icklike  to  defift  and  ceafe  fi- 
**  preaching,    miniftring  the  facraments,  or    - 
*^  way  ufing  the  office  of  paftors,  till  they  rcc« 
*^  admiffion  anew  from  the  general  affembly, 
^'  der  pain  of  excommunication,  &c.** 

Were  We  to  confider  this  folemn  aft  in  thm 

teral  fenfe  of  the  words,  and  detached  from 

defign  and  principles  of  the  enadors,  fomethii 

might  be  faid  in  its   vindication.     It   goes  up 

the  aflfumption  that  the  o^ce  of  a  Bifliop,    ** 

^^  then  ufed  within  Scotland,''  had  no  wamu 

in  the  word  of  God.     And  this  reftrifdon,  ; 

having  a  certain  fpeciality  iu  it,  is  again  repea 

ed  in  the  next  aflembly,  held  at  Olaigow  in  Api 

following,  where,  when  fome  of  the  brethren  e 

preiTed    their  fcruples  at  that  part   of  this  a 

finding  that  the  '^  office  of  a  Bilhop  hath  no  w« 

."  rant  in  the  word  of  God,*'  the  aflembly  d 

dare,    ^^  that    their    meaning  was  to    conden 

the  eftate  of  Bifliops  as  they  were  then  in  Sa 

land."     It  was   not  therefore  Epifcopacy 

-general,  as  fuch,  biit  that  particular  form  -m 

laihion  of  it,  now  for  political   ends  ere£ked 

Scotland,  which  >even  this  feemingly  Preibyterii 

aflembly  of  Dundee  condemn,   as  flowing  iro 

the  folly  and  corruption  of  man's  invention,  ^ 

having  no  warrant  in  the  word  of  God.     Ai 

indeed  it  will  not  be  ea(y  to  prove  from  fcriptui 

th^t  the  office  of  a  Bifhop,   as   there  defcribc 

could  properly  and  warrantably  be  exercifed  I 

^ny  one  at  his  own  hand,  without  fuch  previo 

9  aj 
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d  preparatory  folemnity  as  the  Canons  of  fcrip-  letT£R 
e  bid  appointed,  and  the  iird  ages  in  coiitbr«  XLL 
Y  tOy  and  interpretation  of  thefe  canons,  had 
irerfaliy  and  conflautly  praclifed.  And  could 
Epifcopacy  which  was  at  that  time  ufed  in 
bnd,  either  in  the  entrance  to,  or  exercife 
he  of&ce,  claim  the  apoftolic  charatler  or 
rnd  to  any  fcripturc-warrant  ? 
ut  then  on  the  other  hand,  what  was  that  af* 
>]y  which  fo  peremptorily  and  magillerially 
[derated  and  condemned  this  pretended  epif- 
cy?  Some  aflemblies  might  have  done  fo, 
I  good  grounds,  and  by  luiHcient  audK>rity. 
what  gave  this  convention  that  authority,  or 
:  warrant  from  the  word  of  God  could  they 
uce  for  their  own  office  and  titles,  any  mort; 
.  the  pretended  titular  Bifhops  could  proJuce 
theirs  ?  Or  did  they  think  it  more  unlawful 
without  warrant,  to  aflfume  the  name  and  office 
Bifliops,  than  of  Pre(byters  or  minillers  i 
rercT  with  or  without  authority,  the  ad  paf- 
and  that  building  which  our  reformers  had 
much  labour  been  rearing  for  twenty  years, 
now  thrown  down  by  one  bold  itroke,  ami 
ts  place  was  fet  up  the  equally  unwarrantable 
of  Genevan  parity,  which  under  the  nau\e 
le  Prelbyteriaii  kirk  has  made  a  figure  among 
wer  fmce. 

et  ail  this  time  we  have  heard  little  or  no- 
;  of  that  efientiai  branch  of  this  conltitution, 
meeting  called  t^e  Prejbyterj^  from  which  the 
k  tabric  leems  to  have  taken  its  diflinguifh- 
denomination.  Indeed  the  firft  book  of  dii- 
ine  had  undefignedly  paved  the  way  to  fuch 
nefidon,  by  appointing  "  that  the  country  mi- 
lufters  and  readers  ihould  meet  upon  a  ccr- 
^  day  of  the  week,  m  fuch  towns  within  ^ 

D  d  2  "  miles 
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i/RTTF.R  *'  miles  diftance  as  had  fcbools,  and  to  whi 
XLI.  "  there  was  repair  of  learned  men,  lo  exerc 
*'  themfelves  in  the  interpretation  of  fcriptun 
Which  was  no  doubt  intended,  and  perhaps  wi 
ly  enough,  in  that  early  fcarcity  of  gifted  m^ 
as  the  phrafe  was,  to  train  up  and  qualify  t 
lefs  perfeft  by  the  converfation  and  inftrudi 
of  the  more  learned,  but  without  invefting  th 
meetings  with  any  degree  of  power,  or  author 
ing  the  leaft  inftance  of  judicature  of  any  ki 
in  them.  Of  this  temporary  appointment  M 
vil's  fadion  took  hold  in  the  aflembly  of  Oc 
ber  1576,  and  got  it  enacted  ^'  that  all  mil 
*'  ters  within  eight  miles  fliould  refort  to  the  pi: 
**  of  exercifes  each  day  of  exercife.*'  They  pi 
ceeded  a  ftep  farther  in  the  aflembly  of  July  15- 
^rhere  they  got  it  propofed  "  that  a  general 
der  might  be  taken  for  erefting  Prefbytei 
in  places  where  public  cxcrcife  was  ufed, 
the  policy  of  the  church  might  be  eftabl 
ed  by  law,"  to  which  the  aflembly  anfwec 
**  that  the  exercife  was  a  prefbytery/*  Notw- 
flanding  this  evaflve  and  ambiguous  declaradi 
there  were  no  Prelbyteries,  in  the  modem  cxl 
of  the  word,  within  the  kingdom,  till  the  5 
of  May  1581,  that  the  Prefbytery  ofEdinba: 
was  ereftcd.  Others  rofe  up  by  degrees  b 
and  there  afterwards,  but  they  weie  not  agr« 
to  by  the  King  till  the  year  1586,  nor  ratified 
the  Parliament  till  1592.  So  long  was  that  o 
ftitution,  now  flourilhing  under  the  title  of  P* 
hylery^  in  forming  :  Never  dreamed  of  for 
firft  fourteen  years  of  the  reformation,  which 
fii-ft  began  with  a  fuperintendency,  and  d 
■  adopted  an  Epifcopacy :  Even  when  brought  u| 
the  ftage  by  its  Scotch  parent  Andrew  Mel 
obliged  to  work  its  way  for  five  years,  and  tb 
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len  a/Temblies  towards  a  firft  approbation :    And 
2^er  this,  moulding  itfelf  into  form  for  twelve    XLL 
/ears  more,  before  it  was  perfeftly  completed  by,  v^vxi^ 
A/iat  it  now  boa/Is  of,  a  legal  eflabli(hment. 

It  may  be  wondered  indeed  how  thefe  innova- 
tions were  allowed  to  pafs  fo  quietly,  and  as  the 
^mous  ad  bears,  with  one  voice.  But  the  rea- 
on  was :  The  three  furviving  fuperintendents 
xrcre  old  men,  and  wiihed  to  give  up  their  charge, 
\x^  the  new  fiifhops,  who,  whatever  other  defeds 
thej  laboured  under,  were  not  wanting  in  parts 
3r  capacity,  were  fo  haraffed  with  perfonal  incivi- 
icies,  and  the  rude  behaviour  of  Melvil  and  his 
»arty,  that  they  gave  up  attending  the  meetings, 
^liere  they  were  fo  difrefpedtfuUy  ufed,  and  left 
hem  to  their  own  freedom.  To  fuch  lengths 
Lid  Melvil  carry  his  rough  and  impetuous  zeal, 
^3bat  he  propofed  to  the  Magiftraies  of  Glafgow, 
^vherehe  had  got  himfelf  made  Principal  of  the 
College,  to  demolifli  their  fine  cathedral,  which 
^e  madnefs  of  the  firft  tumults  bad  fpared,  and 
^^uld  have  eife&ed  his  purpofe,  if  the  tradef- 
>nen  of  the  city  had  not  rifen  in  a  body,  and 
threatened  with  an  oath,  that  the  man  who  fhould 
Call  down  the  firft  ftone  of  it  fhould  be  buried 
under  it.  This  coming  to  the  young  King's  ears,  spotf.  304 
he  countenanced  the  oppofition,  and  inhibited  the 
ninillers  who  were  for  the  demolition,  from  med« 
dUng  any  more  with  it,  faying  ^'  that  too  many 
^*  churches  had  been  deftroyed  already,  but  he 
^^  would  allow  no  more  abufes  of  that  kind.'* 

What  contributed  very  much  to  the  encourage- 
mot  of  thefe  turbulent  humours  in  the  kirk,  was 
the  continual  difbaftions  in  the  privy-council,  oc- 
caGoned  by  Morton's  repenting  of  his  hafly  re- 
fiKDation,  and  perpetually  plotting  to  thruft  him- 
felf 
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lKTTEa  Self  again  into  power.     But  in  this  he  was  n 
XLL    ferably  difappoimed,  and  now   felt  a  woefiil  b 

^^VNif'  juft  reverfe  of  fortune.  He  who  had  been  fo  lo 
and  fo  violently  adive  againft  the  (^een,  w 
had  given  his  oath  and  honour  that  fbe  v 
guilty  of  murdering  her  hufband,  and  who  h 
more  than  once  fat  as  judge,  and  a  fevere  o 
too,  upon  pannels  for  that  crime,  was,  upon 
accufation  given  in  againft  him  to  the  Ring  a 
<!ounciI,  himfelf  brought  to  his  trial  before  I 
Peers  for  that  very  murder,  on  the  firft  of  Ju 
1581,  and  being  found  guilty  by  the  jury,  v 
next  day  beheaded  on  the  public  ftreet  of  £di 

fto^f*  3M-  burgh.  And  fo  much  had  all  his  former  go 
luck  forfaken  him,  that  his  corpfe  lay  on  t 
fcaffold  covered  only  with  a  beggarly  cloak,  ai 
no  one  exprefling  the  leaft  pity  or  forrow  f 
his  fete,  till  towards  funfet,  when  it  was  carri 
by  fome  obfcure  fellows  to  the  common  place 
burial,  and  his  head  fixed  on  the  public  ja 
The  Queen  of  England  folicited  ftrongly  in  t 
half  ot  a  man  who  had  been  ufeful  to  her  ' 
many  occafions ;  and  her  officious  interpofitii 
conduced  by  an  intriguing  ambafl'ador,  gave 
little '  uneafmefs  to  James  and  his  counfellors 
In  the  raidll:  of  thefe  confufions,  the  new 
dicature  of  the  kirk  got  up  its  head,  and  C 
began  to  (hew  itfelf  in  its  proper  colours.  ''■ 
preachers  on  that  Sde,  being  moil  of  them  y(H 
men,  and  having  now  no  fuperior  to  direct 
reftrain  them,  made  it  their  daily  theme  in  t1 
pulpit-harangues,  to  inveigh  againft  the  civil  ad 
niftration  ;  and  when  they  were  called  in  quell 
for  it  by  the  council,  they  pled  the  old  Po| 
exemption  of  being  accountable  to  no  fecular 
bunal.    The  titular  Biihops,  tho*  now  thruft 
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fwm  the  aflemblies  of  the  kirk,   ftill  kq)t  pof-  lettkr 
iSon  of  the  temporalities  annexed  to  the  name,    XLL 
nd  continued  to  exercife  fuch  afts  of  the  Epif-  v^'vx/ 
ipal  office  as  were  of  a  temporal  nature,  in  dif- 
ming  and  conveying  the  few  lands  that  were 
ft  them  :  Between  thefe  two  contending  parties, 
e  young  King  was  fadly  tolTed  and  perplexed, 
\d  often   at  a  iofs  how  to  ad,  fo  as  to  keep 
IT  with  both  fides,  and  fecure  the  peace  of  the 
ingdom. 

He  found  it  a  difficult  matter,  even  to  pro- 
ide  for  the  fafety  of  his  own  perfon.  For  on 
ic  twenty  third  of  Auguft  1582,  a  party  of  the 
)Ues,  who  had  taken  oflFence  at  fome  of  his 
Yourites,  particularly  at  his  coufin  the  Duke 
f  Lenox,  fuddenly  placed  themfelves  about  him 
:  the  Earl  of  Cowrie's  houfe  of  Ruthven,  and 
etained  him  there  a  prifoner  fome  days.  From 
lence  they  carried  him  to  Perth,  where  they 
bilged  him  to  publifh  a  proclamation,  declaring 
imfelf  fiuisfied  with  his  prefent  condition,  and 
rdering  Lenox  to  leave  the  kingdom  in  three 
eiks.  From  Perth  they  removed  him  to  Ho- 
Toodhoufe,  while  the  General  Aifembly  was  fit- 
ng  at  Edinburgh,  and  having  reprefented  their 
pocedure  and  the  reafons  of  it  to  the  Aifem- 
ly,  they  obtained  from  them  a  formal  ad,  ap- 
roving  it  as  good  fervice,  and  ^^  requiring  every 
'  oii€  who  regarded  the  glory  of  God,  to  con- 
*  cur  with  and  aiiifl:  thefe  noblemen  in  maintain- 
^  ing  the  good  cauie  which  they  had  taken  in 
^  hand:'*  And  not  content  with  this  approba- ^^ 
MQ  >of  the  kirk,  thefe  Lords  got  a  convention 
tf the  eftates  adTembled,  to  juftiiy.  thdr.pnter- 
vnze,  and  grant  a  full  indemnity  to  all  concern- 
sd  in  it.     Mean  time,  ambafladors   came  from 
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i.KTTER  France,  and  an  envoy  from  England  to  enqui 
XLL  into  the  King's  fituation,  and  offer  him  ailiftan 
if  needful.  iTiis  offer  was  no  doubt  very  a 
ceptable  ;  and  to  teftify  his  fenfe  of  it,  he  d 
fired  the  Magiftrates  of  Edinburgh  to  feaft  tl 
ambafladors  before  they  departed.  But  ti 
preachers  appointed  a  faff  on  the  day  fixed  fi 
the  feaff,  and  from  the  pulpits  thundered  c 
their  cur&s  againfl  the  Magiffrates  and  all  th 
obeyed  the  King's  direSions,  threatening  even  i 
excommunicate  the  Magiftrates  for  not  obfervii 
the  faft  which  they  had  enjoined.  All  thefe  ai 
many  more  fuch  infults  the  King  feemed  to  tal 
no  notice  of,  having  ftill  an  eye  to  his  libert 
"which  at  laft,  after  near  a  year's  confinement,  I 
his  own  contrivance,  and  the  aflillance  of  a  Col 
nel  Stuart,  he  happily  effefbed. 

Things  now  began  to  put  on  a  very  difiere 
afped.  The  minifters  of  Edinburgh,  continuii 
to  vindicate  the  Raid  of  Rutbven^  as  it  was  calle 
were  fummoned  before  the  council  and  ordered 
fubmit  to  the  King's  pleafure :  The  difcontent< 
Lords  were  committed  to  feveral  prifons :  Ax 
Mr.  Andrew  Melvil,  for  a  feditious  fermon  at  S 
Andrews,  was  cited  before  the  King,  when  breal 
ing  out  into  irreverent  language,  and  accufin, 
the  Kine  of  having  perverted  the  laws  botho 
God  and  man,  he  was  charged  to  enter  himld 
•  in  Blacknefs  within  ten  hours ;  but  he  went  (k 
in  the  night,  and  fled  to  Berwick.  The  Earl  ^ 
Gowrie,  one  of  the  principal  confpirators,  vn 
apprehended  in  Dundee,  when,  in  terms  of  tl 
King's  pardon,  he  ought  to  have  been  out  of  tl 
country,  and  being  brought  prifoner  to  Stirlin 
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h  was  condemned  and  beheaded  about  the  be-  lhttkr 
<pniniji*f  of  May  1584.*  XLI. 

This  commotion  being  thus  fettled,   the   King  v.^nr^ 
returned  to  Edinburgh,  and  publilhed  a  procla- 
mation, prohibiting  all  falfe,  virjil^nt,  and  llan- 
cferous  fpecches  againft  himfelf,  his^  council,  and 
xdminiftration,  under  the  pains  exprefled  by  law. 
Upon  this    the  miniftcrs   of  Edinburgh  fled  to  spotf.  334; 
Eltigland,  and  wrote  back    a  letter  to  the  town- 
ccuncil   and  kirk-reflion,    complaining  in   bitter 
terms  of  the  enormities  of  the   times,    and   re- 
proaching   the  King  and    his  counfellors    in  a 
mixed  ilyle  of  railing  and   godlinefs.     To   this 
letter,  the  town,    at  the  King's  defire,  returned 
a  fuitable  anfwer,  upbraiding  them  with  their  fe- 
ditious  behaviour,  and  cowardly  defertion  of  their 
flock:    Which  return,  when  Mr.    Lawfon,  who 
Viad  been  called  from  Aberdeen  to  fuccecd  John 
ICnox,  rccei\'ed,  he  took  it  fo  to   heart,  that  he 
^ckcDned,  and  died  at  London  foon  after.     Next 
year,  however,  the  banifhed   Lords  were  recon- 
^Jcd  to  the  King,  and  all  things  tended  once  more 
lo  peace  and   quietnefs.     But  the  miniRers  took 
^^cncc  at  this  reconciliation,  as   being  in  their 
Conceits    prejudicial  to  what  they   called  ihc'iu- 
•^cfts  of  religion,  and  raifed  frcfh   dilturbtoccs 
Mx)ut  Edinburgh,  and  in  various    parts   of  the 
IcingdGm.     Such  were   the  early  efl'cfts   of  that 
5>irbulent  fpirit  which  had  been  lately  imported 
^XHo  the  nation,  and  which,  difdaining  all  kind 

*  Before  his  tn-A  he  wrote  a  fupplicatory  letter  to  the  King, 
beg^g  CO  be  admitted  to  his  prcfenccy  *'  as  he  hud  a  moxtcr  of 
*'  ptu  import^uice  to  reveal,"  but  the  petition  was  rejected, 
aii<lthe  petitioner  met  with  the  juft  reward  of  uh^it  his  judges 
oov  btcrpraed  to  be  trciifon,  tlio'  the  time  was  v.hco  it  was 
■oMuDcd  to  be  "  good  fcrvice." 

Vol.  IL  E  e  of 
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LFTTER  of  regularity  and  fubmiflion,  could  not  be  at  r< 
XLI.    under  any  government.     Yet  the  King  went  i 

^-^^vx^  with  his  endeavours  to  eftablifli  peace  and  ord< 
as  conducive  to  the  real  intereds  of  trutl 
And  when  his  fecretary  advifed  him  to  leave  th< 
minifters  to  their  own  refraftory  courfes,  whi 
would  foon  make  them  intolerable  to  the  peop 

^tf.  347.  his  anfwer  was,  *'  True,  if  I  were  purpofed  to  t 
^^  do  the  church  and  religion,  I  fhould  think  y< 
*'  counfel  not  ill,  but  as  my  mind  is  to   ma 
**  tain  both,   I  cannot  fufFer   them   to  run    i 
thefe  diforders,  which  would  make  religioK 
be  defpifed."     Notwithftanding  of  this  pru^ 
and  pious  condud,  which,  in   a  Prince,  at: 
time  of  life,  was  rarely  to   be    met  with, 
clamour  was   ftill  kept  up,  that  he  was  in^ 
ing  to  Popery.     But  fo  far  was  he  from  dS 
vering  the  leaft  tendency  that  way,  that  in 
month  of  June    1586,  he  concluded  a  league 
fenfive  and  defenfive  with  Queen  Elizabeth,  :M 
rating  that,  "  feeing  that  divers  Princes,  terotf 
**  themfelves  Catholics,  and  owning  the   PoJ 
authority,  have  joined  in   confederacy  to 
tirpate  true  religion,  not  only  in  their  own 
^^  'minions,  but   alfo  in  other  kingdoms,  thm 
♦*  fore  they  have  thought  it  necellary,   as  v 
•*  for  the  prefervation  of  their  own  perfons, 
*^  which  the  weal  of  their  fubjefts   depends^ 
^^  for  the  better  maintenance  of  the  true  ancii 
'•  chriftian  religion  which   they  now  profefs, 
*'  join   aiid    unite  themfelves   in    a    more  fti 
*'  league    than  hath  been   between   any  of  1 
^J  Princes  their  progenitors. 

I  am,  &c. 

-      LETTI 
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I.ETTER 

XLU. 


LETTER       XLir. 


^rgpcal  End  of  j^  Mary EffeSl  of  it  on  her 

Sm  James  VL       ■  He  calls  a  Parliament^  in 
vAicb  the   Church   Lands  are  annexed  to  the 

Crozun Oppqfition  rf  the  Affimbly  to  his 

Meafures Parliamentary  Ratification  of  their 

Difcipline Their   Per/ecution   of  the   Popijh 

Lords         The  Kirk  reprefented  in  Parliament^ 
and  tf  Shadow  of  Epifcopacy  reflored-^^^Gow^ 


rfs  Confpiracy- 


Seditious  Behaviour  of  the 


Minifters  of  Edinburgh. 


'VTTTMLE  James  was  employed,  as  I  have  al- 
VV  ready  mentioned,  in  taking  proper  mea- 
farct  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Proteftant  caufe,  both 
3t  home  and  abroad,  his  attention  was  fuddenly 
called  to  a  fcene,  the  moft  trying  and  tragical  of 
any  he  had  yet  met  with,  and  which  required 
all  the  fortitude  and  prud^rnce  he  was  mafter 
ofjto  enable  him  to  ad  his,  part  in  a  becoming 
manner.  His  mother,  Queen  Mary,  after  ian- 
yiifliing  upwards   of  eighteen  years,   under  re- 

E  e  2  peated 
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i,FTTER  pcatcd  difappointments,  in  an  unexpe^led 
XLII.  unchriftian  captivity,  was  now  expofed  upon 
public  ftage,  in  a  view  indeed,  which  ad 
luflre  to  her  own  charader,  but  will  reflect  c 
nal  difgrace  on  the  unnatural  hand  that  broi 
her  to  it.  This  unfortunate  Princefs  had  for 
ny  years  paft  given  over  all  ftrupgling  for  i 
or  dignity.  She  had  feen  her  adherents  qu 
ed  in  Scotland,  and  driven  into  a  forced  ofa 
ence  by  fuccefsful  violence.  She  had  feen 
worthy  friend  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  treacher 
ly  brought  to  the  fcaffold  upon  her  account^ 
her  faithful  ambaffador  and  counfellor  the  Bil 
of  Rofs,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations, 
imprifoqed,  and  then  banifhed  for  her  caufi 
And  now,  after  fuch  a  grievous  run  of  vexati 
when  (he  faw  her  fori,  who,  tho'  fer  up  ags 
her,  was  innocent  of  her  misfortunes,  wea 
that  crown,  which  from  and  after  her  was 
unqueilionable  property,  and  the  fucceffion  oi 
ancient  monarchy  going  on  in  the  right  1 
fhe .  began  to  fit  down  quietly  under  her  me 
choly  ntuation,  and  to  retire  from  a  wc 
where  (he  had  expericiiced  fo  little  fatisfad 
Yet  the  refentnient  of  her  irreconcileable  < 
fm  Elizabeth  would  not  allow  her  to  reft,  i 
in  this  humiliating  retirement.  The-  old  i 
of  Murray  and  Morton,  with  their  falfe  o 
and  forged,  letters,  had  been  long  fmce  ff 
up  as  abfurd  and  incredible  AiTociations  u 
fore  were  formed,  and  fham  confpirades 
tended,  to  deftroy  a  miferable  woman,  who 
neither  power  to  hurt  an  enemy,  nor  pn 
herfelf.  Hints  of  private  affaflination  were 
to  her  keepers,  who,  tho'  not  of  the  moft 
mane  and  polite  cafl,  rejeded  the  propofal 
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ihc  abhorrence  it  defcrved.     At  *  lafl  a  plot  was  lettrr 
fixed  upon  one  Babington,  and   the  poor   cap*-  %1AL 
rive  Queen,  by  the  common  -trick  of  forged  let-  N^Y>^ 
ters,  was  brought  in  as  a  partner.     Upon  whicb> 
1  commiffion  w^9.  granted   to    a   felecl   number 
of  Eijgiifli  Peers  and  judges,  the  mod  of  them 
her  declared   enemies,  and  contrivers  of  all   the 
mifchief  againft  her,,  before  whom  (he  was,  in   Oc- 
tober this  year,   formally  arraigned   and  tried  at 
Fotheringay   in  Northamptonfliire,  the    place  ofA.D.1586. 
her  confinement.     And  notv/ithftanding  her  plea 
ofbeing  an  independent  Sovereign,  and  the  noble 
defence  fhe  made  with  all  becoming  majefty  and 
ftrength  of  reafoning,  when  flie  was  moft  illegally 
denied  the  benefit  of  counfel,  thcfe  commiflioners, 
ia  obedience  to  the  orders  of  their  imperious  mif- 
trels,  were  pleafed  to  find   her  guilty,  and  pro- 
nounced fentence  of  death  upon  her   according- 

When  intelligence  of  this  procedure  was 
brought  to  her  fon,  he  difptched  courier  af- 
ter courier  to  remonftrate  with  his  ally  Eliza- 
beth, againft  the  indignity  and  horrid  iniquity 
<^iil  The  foreign  ambaffadors  too  interpofed : 
But  all  to  no  purpofe :  The  prey  which  Eliza* 
beth  had  fo  long .  held  faft,  with  a  pleafure  pe* 
collar  to  her  brutal  fpirit,  was  not  to  be  let 
for  a  few  big  words.  Wh^n  James  found 
mother's  death  determined  upon,  he  thought 
he  could  not  do  Icfs  than  defire  the  minifters  to 
^enieatber  her  condition  in  their  public  prayers, 
"  that  God  would  be  pleafed  to  illuminate  her  spotf.  354. 
"  with  the  light  of  his  truth,  and  fave  her  from 
"  the  apparent  danger  wherein  fhe  was  cafl/* 
^«  common  office  of  humanity,  which,  in  the 
"dinner   propofed,  no  chriftian  could  well  deny 

to 


t 


222        ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY 

LETTER  to  a  heathen  in  like  circumftances,  they  a1 
XLII.  lately  refiifed  to  the  mother  of  their  Pri» 
and  one' of  them,  Coupar,  a  young  fellow, 
even  in  fuch  orders  as  they  had  among  thi 
whom  the  minifters  had  put  into  the  pulpit 
the  principal  kirk  for  that  day,  had  the  blafp 
mous  impudence  to  tell  the  King  to  his  £i 
•'  that  he  would  pray  as  the  Spirit  of  ( 
"  fhould  direft  him." 

At  laft,  to  the  full  accomplifliment  of  EI; 
beth's  implacable  jealoufy  and  revenge,  Mj 
Queen  of  Scots,  was  upon  the  eighth  day  of 
bruary  1587,  brought  forth  from  her  clofcl 
the  fcaffold,  and  laying  down  her  head  upon 
block,  without  rfie  leaft  fign  of  fear  or  trep: 
tion,  had  it  fevered  from  her  body  by  two  ftrc 
of  the  executioner,  in  the  forty  fifth  year  of 
age.  Her  very  enemies,  among  the  hiftoii; 
bear  ample  teftimony  to  her  magnanimous  . 
chriftian  behaviour  both  at  her  triul  and  exi 
tion :  And  when  we  look  back  to  the  amis 
figure  which  (he  makes  on  that  folemn  and 
fill  occaiion,  mounting  the  fcaffold  with  thai 
renity  and  compofure  which  innocence  a! 
could  infpire,  and  facing  the  inftruments  of  des 
and  the  more  terrible  vifages  of  her  guards,  1 
fuch  an  heroic  dignity  as  became  injured  ; 
jefty  to  exprefs,  we  cannot  but  perceive 
llriking  contrail  exhibited  by  the  poor,  pit 
exit  of  her  rival  Elizabeth,  tumbling  heri 
when  death  was  approaching,  from  her  chaii 
ftate  to  her  chamber  floor,  and  there  for 
days  and  nights  moping  out  her  laft  mifer: 
moments  in  alternate  fits  of  fullen  dcfponde 
or  peevifh  difcontent. 

I  (hall  only  take  notice  of  one  other  circ 
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hnct  relative  to  this  royal  fufferer ;  that,  un-  LKTTFit 
ier  all  the  hardfhips  and  perils  which  for  near  XLII. 
nrenty  years  ihe  was  daily  and  hourly  expofed  ^ 
to,  (he  Jurvived  all  her  original  perfecutors,  and 
might  have  enjoyed  a  certain  kind  of  pleafure,' 
i^  her  forgiving  fpirit  had  been  capable  of  fuch 
unchriftian  meannefs,  in  hearing  that  moft  of 
them  came  to  fudden  or  violent  ends.  Her  bro-< 
ther  Murray  was  defignedly  Ihot :  So  was  her 
father-in-law,  Lenox.  Kirkaldy  of  Grange,  who 
'u-heedled  her  from  her  army  at  Carberry  with 
feigned  profefTions  of  loyalt}-,  periihed  on  a  gal- 
lows. Her  fecretary,  Lethington,  the  betrayer 
of  her  confidence,  and  plotter  of  all  her  ruin, 
"vi-as  his  own  executioner.  Morton  was  condemn- 
ed 10  the  block.  The  young  Ruthven,  who  (hut 
her  up  in  Lochlevin,  met  with  the  fame  fate. 
Ajid  yet,  after  fuch  flagrant  difcoveries  as  were 
made  in  her  own  time,  of  the  treachery  and 
^vickednefs  of  fome  of  that  party,  and  the  ma- 
nifeft  proofs  of  Morton  and  Lethington  being  ac- 
complices in  the  murder  which  they  had  the 
bafenefs  to  charge  her  with,  what  a  fcandalous 
Uijiiftice  is  it  to  her  memory,  and  what  a  lament- 
able inflance  of  the  force  of  inveterate  preju- 
dice, to  be  ftill  loading  her  with  the  guilt  of 
<hat  murder,  upon  the  bare  prefumption  of  her 
xuarrying  the  Earl  of  Bothwel,  who,  after  all 
tlut  has  appeared  againil  him,  feems  lo  have 
l^een  but  a  tool  to  the  reft  for  bringing  their 
long  concerted  plots  to  perfection? 

Let  us  next  fee  how  her  fou,  now  by  right  what: 

lie  had    hitherto  been  by  name.  King  of  Scot-' 

land,  received  the  forrowful  and  provoking  news,; 

^Ividi  his  diflfembling    friend   Elizabeth,   by  an 

exprcfs  meflenger,  fent  him,   in  a  ftyle    of  the 

moft 
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LETTER  moft  confummate  hypocrify,  and  with  an  air 
fZLII.  affcSed  regret •  And  here,  he  cannot  but  j 
pear  to  every  perfon  of  natural  feelings,  in 
truly ,  pitiable  fituation  :  DiftreiSed  as  a  fon,  w: 
the.  cruelties  and  barbarities  exercifed  on  a  n 
ther^  whom,  from  her  general  charafter,  mili 
prefented  as  it  had  been  to  him,  he  could  i 
but  admire  and  love :  Enraged  as  a  King, 
the  affront^ put  upon  majelly  in  general,  a: 
upon  himfelf  in  particular  by  a  pretended  al 
in  behaving  fo  unhandfomely  againft  all  pub 
equity  and  private  intreaty,  to  fo  near  and  I: 
nourable  a  relation ;  and  yet,  tho*  a  King,  o 
certain  from  the  experience  he  had  of  the  i 
pofitions  of  his  own  fubjefts,  whether  he  fliot 
be  able  to  avenge  an  injury  which  it  had  n 
been  in  his  power  to  prevent:  At  the  iai 
time,  as  the  apparent  heir  to  the  crown  of  tl 
ally,  and  of  a  kingdom  larger  and  mc 
powerful  than  his  own,  difliculted  how  to  a 
{6  as  neither  on  the  one  hand,  by  a  (ilent  i 
difference,  to  negled  perfonal  honour  or  fil 
duty,  nor  on  the  other  hand  to  endanger  1 
future  and  not  far  diftant  profpeSs,  by  an  i 
timed  and  perhaps  unfuccefsful  defire  of  vi 
geance.  Under  fuch  circumftances,  what  coi 
he  do,  what  could  any  man  have  done,  to  n 
eScQtuzl  purpofc,  and  with  an  equal  eye  of  ] 
gard  to  thefe  important  and  perplexing  confic 
rations  ?  Yet,  incenfed  and  perplexed  as  he  vn 
after  fome  natural  and  (incere  .expreffions 
anger  and  vexation,  prudential  motives  got  ! 
better  of  juft  refentment,  and  he  was  perfuad 
to  appear  ^tisfied  with  the  meafures  which  £ 
zabetb  artfully  took  for  her  own  vindication. 
.  Indeed,  if  he  had  been  other  wife  difpofed,  a 
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hd  thought  it  advifeable  to  keep  up  the  quarrel,  .rtter 
k  Aad  very  foon  a  fair  opportunity  offered  him  XLII. 
0/ di/lrefSng  the   Queen    of  England,   when  the  •vxi 
Sp^i(k  Armada,  the  moft  terrible  armament  that 
ever  burdened   the  ocean  before  or  fmce,  made 
iis  threatening  appearance  upon  her  coafts.     But 
he  could  not  think  of  taking  hold  of  this  oppor- 
tunity, in  favour  of  a  nation   whofe  religion  he 
coofdentioufly  abhorred,  and  whofe  ambition  he 
^mfely  dreaded.     Inflead  of  forming  any  alliance 
ivith  the  Spaniard,  tho'  much  folicited  to  it,  or 
even  obferving  a  quiet  neutrality,  which  the  re- 
membrance of  former  tranfadions  might  have  cx- 
ciifed,  he  generoufly  offered  Elizabeth  all  the  af- 
iiAance  he  could  give  at  fuch  a  dangerous  junc- 
ture.    And   the  event    juffified   his   condud.— * 
Xhe  elements  fought    againil  the  invade -s,   and 
contributed  more  to  the  fafety  of  England  than 
sill  the  prowefs    of  Elizabeth,    or    vigilance  of 
James  could  have   done.     However,    tho*  from 
tills  time  he  dill  kept  in  good  terms,  with  her, 
On  account    of  his  profpect  of  fuccecding  her, 
ycr  he  never  trufted  her   fo  much,  nor  was   fo 
Cordial   with   her    as   he  had  been  before;    and 
fbe,  for  her  part,  was  more  tender  and  cautious 
^<n  meddling  with  his  matters  than  Ihe  had  tor- 
^Herly  fliewn  herfelf. 

Soon   after  his    mother's    death,    James   had 

^:^4Mnpieted  his  twenty  firft  year,   and   to    iblem- 

^^ize  his  majority  he  called  .both   a  parliament 

^Bd  an  aflembly.     In  the  parliament  an  ad  was  spotf.  365.* 

Traded,  annexing  the   temporalities  of  ecclcliaiH« 

^al  benefices  to  the  crown,   under  pretence   of 

isaearmg  its  patrimony,  and  to  eafe  the  liegei 

^Tom  further   tax;uions.     At  .the    fame  time  it 

^^^Hb  given  out,  that   the  rcferving  the  Prelates 

Hooies   and    precinds,  with    the    tithes    of  the 
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tCTTER  churches  annexed  to  their  benefices,  would  fuf 
XLIL  fice  to  maintain  their  dignity  and  eftate.  Thl 
^  aft  of  annexation  was  thought  a  great  mattei 
at  the  time,  and  the  King  was  made  to  believi 
that  he  had  been  mod  nobly  and  liberally  deal 
with.  But  fo  dubious  are  the  iflues  of  all  hu- 
man confukations,  that,  favourable  as  it  looked  ai 
firft,  it  turned  out  quite  ditferently  from  wha 
the  King  expeSed,  tho'  not  from  what  the  origi- 
nal framers  had  intended  by  it.  For  the  King 
himfelf  had  little  benefit  of  it,  the  many  land: 
which  had  been  feized  or  given  away  from  the 
church  in  his  minority,  being  in  this  very  parlia 
ment  confirmed  to  the  pofleflbrs,  and  temporal 
lordftiips  aftenfrards  erefted  upon  them  :  And  in 
the  next  reign  thefe  very  ads  became  a  handle 
for  beginning  all  the  troubles  and  didurbanca 
which  then  enfued. 

In  the  afl'embly  of  the  kirk,  the  King  did  not 
meet  with  fo  much  complaifance,  nor  could  al 
his  remonftrances  procure  him  any  fatisfaftioi 
againft  two  of  the  minifters,  Gibfon  and  Coupar, 
who,  by  their  feditious  and  iniblent  behaviour 
had  highly  offended  him.  They  had  now  gc 
hold  of  the  popular  clamour,  which  had  fo  lon{ 
ferved  them  in  good  (lead,  that  Papiils  were  en- 
couraged,  and  Popery  increafmg  in  the  kingdom. 
Yet  we  do  not  find  that  the  old  Bifhops  wen 
much  blamed  for  occafioning  this  complaint.'— 
The  Primate  of  St.  Andrews,  we  fee,  had  been 
long  fince  put  out  of  the  way  :  All  the  reft,  i 
would  feem,  were  dead,  except  Archbifhop  Be 
ton  of  Glafgow,  and  Bifhop  Leflie  of  Rofs,  aiM 
they  both  were  out  of  the  country.  It  is  indeec 
a  little  furprizing  that,  in  all  this  time,  when  the] 
law  how  things  were  going  on,  they  took  no  can 
to  keep  up  the  Epifcopal  order,  and  preferve  th< 
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face  cf  a  church,  which  by  their  principles  could  i,nTri?rt 
Aotfubfift  without  Bifliops.     But,  as  1  have  often  XLII. 
obferved,  they  were  fo  taken  up  with  the  fecular  ho- 
nours and  privelcgcs  in  being  one  of  the  three 
eibtes  of  Parliament,   that  they  forgot  their  fpi- 
ritual  chara£ter,  and  left  the  church,  as  fuch,  to 
fhift  for  herfelf.     They  had  iikewife  for  a  courfe 
of  years  been  miferably  reftrained  in  the  exercife 
of  their  inherent  powers,  by  the  dominion  which 
ihc  Popes  had  from  time  to  time  been   ufurping 
over  them,  and  had  been  thereby  overawed  into 
a  conceit  that  without  their  permillive  Bulls  they 
could  not  continue  the  fucceffion,  nor  tranfmit 
to  others  the  character  which  thenifelves  had  re- 
cdvcd-     Yet  during  the  primitive  ages,  whether 
of  perfecution  or  peace,  it  is  certain  that  the  many 
national  churches,  under  their  fevcral   dioc^fans, 
iUd  keep    up  th;:  epifcopal    fucceflion,   without 
vuting  for  previous  authority  from   Rome,  and 
only  thought  proper  to  notify  the  confecrations 
of  their  chief  Biihops  to  their  brother  at  K.ome, 
as  he  did  to  them  in  the  like  cafe,  for  preferring 
nuitual  communion  and  catholic  unity.     But  now 
the  Biihops  of  this  national  church,  when  what 
ihcy  called  herefy  and  fchifm  began  to  predomi- 
nate, and  their  worldly  dignities  and  riches  to  be 
tuned  into  another  channel,  either  durd  not  for 
fear  of  the  laws,  or   could  not  for  want  of  the 
Fope^s  authority,  exercife  this   effential  part  of 
thar  lacred  office  which,  we  are  fure,  no  earthly 
toior  nor  extrinfic   motive  would  have  prevent- 
d  the   primitive  Biihops   from   exercifing,  and 
without  which    the  chriitian  church  mult  have 
periihed  in  its  infancy.     Yea,  fo  much  did  this 
Grange  and  unprecedented    notion   prevail,    that 
'or  more  than  a  hundred  years  after  the  reforma- 
tion, the  Fapiils  in  Scotland  had  not  a  Bilhop 
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LETTER  among  them  nor  over  them,  till  the  Popes  gro^ 
XLII.  ing  wifer,  it  fcems,  in  this  point,  as  they  ha 
done  in  many  others,  from  that  rupture,  w 
pleafed  to  favour  their  adherents  once  more  ivi 
refiding  Bifhops,  at  a  time  when  there  was  i 
need  of  them,  and  when  there  were  Bifhops  in 
lawful  fuccedion,  capable  to  continue  the  chrifti 
church,  tho'  not  ttie  Popifh  caufe,  in  Britain. 

It  was  not  thereibre  to  the  Popilh  Bifhops  farter 
ing  or  retaining  the  face  of  a  church,   that  thr 
clamour    I  fpoke  of  was  owing.     It  proceedc= 
entirely  from  the  new  t)*ibe  of  Jefuits  taking 
vantage  of  the  confufions  and  diforderly  ftate 
our  religious  police,   and  flocking  over   in  gri 
fhoals  from    their    foreign    fcminaries,   to    th 
friends    and    relations    among    the   nobility 
gentry.     Many  of  ihcfe  ftill  adhered  to    the  d 
forms,  and  others  who  once  wilhed  well  to  a  reform 
nialion,  and   would  have  concurred  in  any 
able,  regular  way  of  redrcfling  abufes,  were  fo 
gul:ed   at  the  rude   and   turbulent  behaviour 
the  new  preachers,  that  they  began  to  fall  off 
ther  to  the  Popifli  perfuafion,  or  to  a  carelefs  in*— 
(lifTerence  about  a  church  of  any  denominatioiL  - 
This  gave  the  King  great  uneafmefs.     For  as  on 
the  one  hand  he  w*as  entirely  fatisfied  with   the 
doctrines  taught  in  the  reformed  kirk,   whatever 
he  thought  of  the  prefent   poHty  and  rites  of  it, 
which  he  was  always  flriving  to  regulate  ;  fo  upon 
the  other  hand,  to  fhun  the  rock  on  which  he 
had  been  told,  his  grandfather  James  V.  had  fplit^ 
he  was  extremely  attentive  to  his    nobility,  and 
took  great   pains   to    create  unity    and   concord 
among  them,  both  in  religious  and    political  fen* 
timents.     Of  two   of  them    he  was   particularly 
fond  ;    of  George  Earl  of  Huntly,  becaule  of  his 
family's  fuflfcriugs  in  the   late  commotions,   and 

of 
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jf  Francis  Earl  of  ilrrol,  for  the  great  cliarader  lettfr 

ihzi  nobleman  bore  of  integrity  and   valour.     It  XLII, 

is  true,  both  thefe  two,   and  the  £ari  of  Angus,  v.y'vx^ 

^gyrfhjT  nobleman  of  good  reputation,  had  been 

fponding  too  freely  with  forae  of  the  Popifh 

n  abroad,  for  afliitance  to  reitore  the  old 

tes,  and  to  proted  the  Catholics,  as  they  called 

^iiemfelves,  from  the  rigours  of  the  reforhiers: 

^^Hiich,  however  illegal  and   impolitic   now,   was 

only  copying   after  the   example   fet  them  from 

r  Ae  odier  fide  not  thirty   years   before,  when  it 

as  illegal  to  apply  to  the  Queen  of  England 

r  fupport  of  the  Proteftant  caufe,  as  it  could 

\  DOW  to  folicit  the  King  of  Spain  in  behalf  of 

«hc  Popifli.     So  little  ground  had  either  party  to 

i-2pbnud  the  other  for  ulmg  iiniltrous  methods  to 

^«fend  their  religion.     It  was  for  carrying  on  tliis 

il. licit  and  dangerous  conjmerce,  that  thei'e  Jcfuits 

-ere  employed  by  their  fupeiiors  abroad,  in  what 

.as  fxnce  been  called   the  mijfion^    and  being  re- 

'^Ued  to  thefe  noble   families,  it     was  no  won-^ 

that  they  were    mx'U  entertained,   and   even 

adly  liftened  to,   when    they    made  propofals 

relief  from   the  fevere  prelfures,   which  their 

uie  then  lay  under. 

In  the  management  of  matters  between  thefe 

Contending  parties,  the  King  was  obliged  to  tem- 

l>C3rize  a  little,  for  the  better  execution  of  a  bufi- 

which   he  had  now  in  hand.     He  had  lately 

the  Earl  Marifchal  ambailador   to  Denmark 

obtaining  the  Princefs  Ann  in  marriage,  and 

V>eing  impatient  of  delay,  he  followed  in  perfon 

(oon  after,  and  having  iblemnized  the  marriage, 

•was  detained  in  that  country  all   winter.     On  the  ^^^^  ^^^ 

ao\hof  May  1590,  he  arrived  fafe  with  his  Queen 

aB4  retinue  at  Leith,  and  had   the  fatisfadion  to 

find 
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LETTER  find  that  the  diredions  he  had  left  at  his  goi 
XLII.  avi^ay  had  been  carefully  attended  to,  and  that 
had  been  quiet,  and  orderly,  during  his  abfen 
But  it  was  not  long  before  this  tranquillity  \ 
interrupted  by  frefh  provocations  from  the  ki: 
Melvil  was  continually  rsufing  difturbances  up 
fome  pretence  or  other,  not  only  in  the  afiemb 
where  he  withftood  the  King's  prerogative,  I 
even  againfl  fuch  of  his  own  brethren  as  bd 
more  moderately  inclined,  had  the  refolution 
oppofe  any  of  his  turbulent  meafures.  .  The  Ki 
was  likewife  much  haraifed  by  the  rebellious  a 
reftlefs  humour  of  Francis  Stuart,  his  ballard  a 
fm,  whom  he  had  created  Earl  of  Bothwel,  a 
who  on  many  occafions  was  either  openly  fi 
ported  or  fecretly  abetted  by  the  kirk. 

In  June    1592,  the  alTembly  petitioned  the  p 
liament  for  a  legal  ratification  of  their  ecclefia 
cal  difcipline,  for  a  repeal  of  the  ad  of  anne: 
tion,  for  difcharging  Prelates  from  having  a  vo 
iu  parliament    without  commiilion  from   the 
fembly,  and  for  purging  the    realm  of  Idola 
and  Poper)^     The  three   laft  of  thefe  articles 
propofed  were  rejefted  :    But  to  the  firfl  the  Ki 
was  obliged,   from  the  fituation  of  his  affairs, 
give  way,  and  to  yield   the  ratification  they  « 
manded,  however  much  it  encroached  upon 
prerogative,  and  thwarted  his  other  views.     T 
is  the  firfl  parliamentary  fandion,  at  the  diftai 
of  upwards  of  thirty  years  from  the  date  of, 
reformation,   that  the  Preibyterian  kirk  was 
Touicd  with.     By  this  conceffion  the   King, 
doubt,  thought  to  detach  them  from  the  fa^> 
Bothwel,  whom   they  ftill  continued  to  patroni 
till  after  repeated  ini'urredions,  the  unhappy  n 
was  at  lafl  driven  out  of  the  kingdom,  to  wl 
he  never  returned.  Howe 
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However,  the  difficulty  with  the  Popifh  Lords  letter 
ill/  continued.     The   King's  great  aim   was  to  2XII. 
have  them  reclaimed  from  their  foreign  attach-  v-orv^ 
/nents,  and   brought  over,  by  mildnefs  and  per- 
fliafion,  to  the  profeffion  of  what  he  himfelf  be- 
litxcd  to  be  the  true  religion.     He  was  fenfible 
of  their   loyalty  and   affection   to  his  perfon  and 
government,  while  he  regretted  their  principles, 
^LXid  therefore  wifhed  to  have  them  dealt  with  in 
xht  way   of  conference  and  inftruclion,   not  by 
eompulfion  and  legal  force.     But  the  preachers 
'U'erenot  the  men    for  fuch  gentle  and  lenient 
xnafures.     The  fynod  of  Fife  fummarily  excom- A.D.T59J. 
municated  the  three   Earls,  and  fent  orders  to 
the  preibyteries  to   publifh  the  fentence  in  all  the 
kirks.    Nor  could  the  King   with   all  his  influ- 
ence prevent    the  publication,    tho*  in  arguing 
"^th  them  he  produced  two  flagrant  grounds  of 
informality  ;  that  the  perfons  were  not  fubjecl  to 
that  fynod,    and  that    they  had   not  been  for- 
>^ly  cited    to   anfwer.     But  this  was  not    all. 
In  a  parliament   held  next  year  thefe  Earls  were 
forfeited,   and  commiflion   granted  to  Argyle  to 
profecute  them   with  fire  and  f>\ord,  which  either 
from  fear  or  fympathy  he  at  firll  declined,  but 
V  lail,  by  the  prefling  folicitations  of  one  of  the 
fiift  rate  preachers,  Mr.  Robert  Bruce,  was   pre- 
vailed upon   to  undertake.     This  drove  Huntly 
^  Errol  to  the   necefllty   of  arming  for  their 
owa  defence :  Which  they  did  with  all  expedi- 
tion, and  having  coUeded  a  choice  body  of  their 
bieads  and  vaflals,  came  up  with  Argyle  on  the 
tod  of  O&ober  at    Glenlivet,  and  gave  him  a-^-^''-^^^ 
Wal  overthrow,  tho*  he  had  an  army  of  more 
^oxi  four    times   their    number.     This  victory,' 
^cver  iignal  in  itfelf,  was  of  little  fervice  to 

the 
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I.CTTKR  the  vifitors :  For  rather  than  incur  the  Kin 
XLII.  ferthcr  difpleafure,  they  afked  and  obtained 
permiffion  to  go  beyond  feas,  and  gave  fecui 
that  they  fhould  not  return  without  his  licen 
-  About  a  year  after,  the  King  being  extrem 
anxious  to  have  peace  and  quietnefs  at  hoi 
\rhen  his  fucceffion  to  the  Englifti  crown  (ho 
open,  he  confulted  Mr.  Robert  Bruce,  who  I 
a  great  fway  in  the  kirk,  about  bringing  ho 
the  exiled  Lords,  on  condition  of  their  c 
forming  to  the  eftablilhed  religion.  To  this  p 
pofal  Mr.  Bruce  in  a  manner  agreed  as  to  £t 
and  Angus,  but  would  not  hear  of  favouri 
Huntly  upon  any  terms.  And  when  the  Ki 
infifted  on  treating  them  all  alike,  the  man  gs 
Spots.  417.  him  this  fancy  anfwer,  "I  fee,  fir,  your  it 
lution  is  to  .take  Huntly  into  fa;>'^our,  whi 
if  you  do  I  will  oppofe,  and  you  (hall  cho 
whether  you  fhall  lofc  Huntly  or  me,  for 
both  you  cannot  keep.**  However,  the  Lor 
wearying  of  their  fituation  abroad,  ventured 
return  Iccretly  to  their  own  country :  Whi 
when  the  kirk  got  account  of,  thepreibytei 
foil  to  work  with  them,  and  ordered  the  mil 
ters  to  warn  their  flocks  not  to  harbour  the 
or  give  them  any  affiftance.  The  King,  ftill* 
licitous  for  peace,  fent  the  officers  of  ftate 
confer  with  fome  of  the  more  moderate  of  1 
minifters  on  this  perplexing  bufmefs,.  who*  n 
withilanding  the  opinion  the  King  had  of .  tb 
moderation,  told  his  commiflioners  very  plain 
^  that  thefe  Lords  having  by  God's  law  defie 
^  ed  death,  and  being  by  the  moft  foverd 
^  court  of  the  kingdom  feiltenced  to  lofc  th 
•*  eflateS)  they  could  not  be  lawfully  paidoi 
^  nor  reftored :  And  if  the  King  and.his  com 

*'  woi 
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'^woold  take   upon    them  to    do  it,  they  had  lfttt-r 
'^  God  and  the  country  to  anfwer  to ;  for  their  XLII. 
**  part  they  would  give  no  aflent,  but  proteft  to 
**  the  contrary,  that  they  were  free  thereof  both 
•*  before  God  and  man."     When  the  commif. 
/iooen  put   them  in  mind,  that,   as  the  bofom 
of  the  church  fliould  ever  be  patent  to  repent- 
ing finners,  they  could  not  well  refufe  what  was 
Tww  propofed   to  them,  their  anfwer  was,  **  that 
^  the  church   indeed    could  not  refufe   the  fa- 
•*  tisfedion   of  thefe  Lords,  if  it  were  truly  of- 
•*  fercd,  neverthelefs  the  King  ftood  obliged  to 
**  do  juftice/'     This  plainly  (news,  that  if  James 
had  been  as  much  inclined  to  the  feverity  of  juf- 
tice  as  fome  of  his  royal  predecefTors,  the  bloody 
days  of  papa!  perfecution  would  have  once  more 
been  renewed  by  thefe  minifters  of  the  pure  re- 
fonned  kirk. 

Soon  after  this  inflance  of  their  boldneis,  the 

King  met  with  another  infult  from  them,  in  their 

Avowed  proteftion    of  one   of  their  fire-brands, 

^.  David  Blake  at  St.  Andrews,  who  had  in  the 

pulpit  abufed  the  King,  the  Queen,  the  Council 

^od  Lords  of  SeiTion,  and  all  the  court,  in  mod 

'ptefiil  and    unfufFerable    language.     The  King 

Complained    of   this  to  the  AflTembly,    but  got 

Ho  redrefs.     The  minifters,  inftead  of  giving  up 

the  criminal  to  be  punifhed  as  he  deferved,  e« 

%oufed  his    caufe  as   the  common  one   of  the 

^bole  order.     Yea,   to    fuch  a   height  was  the 

uptoar  on  Blake's  account  carried,  that  the  town 

01  Edinburgh   took  a  part  in  it,  and  patronized 

the  minifters   againft  the  King.     But  the  King 

TODoving  his  family  and  the  courts   of  judica- 

^ve  to  Linlithgow,   brought  the  citizens   to  a 

faife  of  their  duty,  and  gave  ;i  fevere  check  to 

YoL  U.  '  G  g  the 
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LFTTER  the  tumultuous  fpirit  that  was  then  preva 
XLII.  This  perpetual  claihing  of  the  two  jurifdi 
^^^^v^^  the  civil  and  the  ecclefiallical,  was  the  foi 
all  thefe  diforders :  And  therefore,  to  pre 
proper  remedy,  and  determine  ilie  bouni 
cxercife  of  the  fpiritual  authority,  the 
thought  proper  to  call  an  ailembly  at  Pc 
.Spotf.  4 j-f*  February  1597,  and  fent  fifty  five  articles 
form  of  queiiions,  concerning  church-difc 
to  be  deliberated  upon.  Some  of  thefe  a 
the  aflembly  agreed  to,  but  the  mod  of 
they  defired  tir^c  to  confult  about.  They  I 
deed  how  diredly  they  pointed  againft  the  ] 
confufed  model  of  Melvil's  devifing,  whi< 
ny  of  themfelves  were  beginning  to  be 
of,  and  yet  were  loth  to  have  even  that 
lious  freedom  too  much  controuled  by  t 
flrictions  which  thefe  articles  in  general 
defigned  to  put  upon  it.  The  refult  ho 
was,  that  commiilioners  were  appointed  u 
u  vifitution  at  St.  Andrews,  which  they 
July,  and  removed  Blake  from  being  n 
of  the  town,  and  Melvil  from  being  Re 
the  univerfity.  In  December  following,  th 
gained  another  point,  which  he  had  mi 
heart,  by  the  parliament's  pading  an  a£ 
the  commiflioners  of  the  kirk  agreeing 
that  fuch  paflors  and  minifters  as  his  I 
fhould  provide  to  the  place,  dignity,  ac 
of  a  Bifliop,  or  other  Prelate  at  any 
(hould  have  voice  in  parliament  as  fri 
any  ecclefiadical  Prelate,  had  in  times 
At  the  fame  time  a  change  was  made 
miniftry  at  Edinburgh,  which  before  had 
common  or  collegiate  charge,  but  was  n 
vidci  Into  paiiihes,  and  a  particular  mini 
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^oiPitcJ   to   every    pa;  i'ii.     la   tho  fettling  of  this  iTTTra 
bufiacfs    fome    oppoHiion    arofe  from   Mr.    Ro-   XLII. 
bcrt  Bruce,  who  hr.d   preached  ten   years  with-  v^orx^ 
out  ordination  of  any  kind,  and   now  pretended 
that  the   approbation  of  the  General    Affembly 
ms  ordination  fiifHcient.     The  firfl:  book  of  dif- 
cipline  had  indeed  difpcnfed  with    the  laying  on 
of  hands,  but  the  fecond   book;  which  was  the 
conftitution    under  wliich   Bruce  aded,   Ii«id  re- 
quired it;    fo   that  his   fcruples    about  it  could 
hare  no  foundation,  but  that  peculiar  obfliinacy 
and  Angularity  which  the  man  allecled   in   thefe 
matters.     However,    being    threatened  with  de- 
pri\-ation,  he   at  lait  got  over   his  fcruples,  and 
yielded  to  have  his   minifterial  charafter  perfect- 
ed in  the  common  way,   by   laying  on  of  hands. 
'IVu  year   the  King  publiihcd  his  ^«/////V<?w  Z^c- A.D.1599. 
r0R,  which  he  had  in  his  leifure  hours  drawn  up 
for  the  inftrudion  of  his  eldell  fon  Prince  Hen- 
rr.    For  Mclvil  having  acciJentally  got  a  fight 
of  it  in   manufcript,  and  fmding   in  it  many  fe- 
vere  reflections   on   the   diforderly    difciplinc  of 
their  kirk,   took  copies  of    it,  and  fpread  them 
among  the  brethren.     Upon   which,  one  Dikes, 
minifter  at  Anltruther,  threw  in  before  the  fvnod 
of  Fife  a   mod  feditious  and  ill-mannered   libel 
againft  ir,  for  which  he  was   declared   rebel   and 
outlawed.     The   King  finding  it  malicioufly  ru- 
moured  that  he  had  given  directions  to  his  fon 
*hich  were   prejudicial    to    the    true    religion, 
thought   fit  to    fubmit  the    book    to   public  in- 
fpc&n,  as  the  belt  vindication  both  of  the  au- 
thor and  of  the  work.     And  the  event   anfwer- 
ol  his  expectation :    For    the   book  being    ear- 
ned into  England,  raifed  fuch  an  univerfal  efteem 
of  his  piety    and   wifdom,    that   it     contributed 
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LETTFH  more  to  his  peaceable  fucceflion  to  that 
XLIL    a  few   years  after,  than  all    the  many  titati 

.Vi^^vv./  that  came  abroad  on  that  fubjecl. 

The  next  year  died  Mr.  John  Dury,  the 
cipal  inftrument   employed   by.  Melvil  to.  b 
his  idol  of  parity  upon  the  public  ftage : 
mention  this  man's  death,  not  upon  his  ovrn 
county  but  for  his  death-bed  opinion  of  the 
fent  ftate   of  affairs.     For  when   fome  breih 
came  to  vifit  him,  he  requefted  them  to  tell 
enfuing  affembly  as  from  him,  "  that  there 

Spoif.  457.  *'  a  neceffiry  of  reftoring  the  ancient  govetnm 
^^  of  the  church,  becaufe  of  the  unrulineft 
**  the  young  minifters,  who  would  not  be: 
"  vifed  by  the  elder  fort,  nor  kept  in  ord^ 
**  And  fuice  both  the  ftate  of  the  church 
^'  require  it,  and  the  King  did  labour  for  it, 
**  wiftied  them  to  make  no  trouble  therefa:* 
"  but  only  to  infift  with  the  King,  that  thcl>^ 
*'  minifters  and  of  greateft  experience  might  ^ 
*'  preferred  to  places/'  Such  were  the  fea.^ 
inencs  which  the  experience  of  twenty  years  h^ 
taught  this  zealous  patron  of  prefl^ytery  to  foT^- 
concerning  it.  Many  more  of  its  former  fiien^ 
began  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion,  and   in  the  a^ 

A.D.  x6co.  fembly  of  March  this  year,  the  church's  voi^ 
in  parliament  was  ratiBed  under  certain  reftri^ 
dons  and  cautions,  which  indeed  favoured 
good  deal  of  the  former  leaven,  but  which  th- 
King  and  wifer  part  yielded  to,  w  ith  a  view  Xm 
get  all  redified  at  a  more  convenient  feafon.-— 
So  there  remained  nothing  now  but  to  nomi- 
nate pcrfons  to  the  bifhopricks  that  were  void* 
Aberdeen  and  Argyle  had  their  own  incumbents, 
Mr.  David  Cunningham  and  Mr.  Neil  Campbelli 
both  achial  preachers.    St.  Andrews  was  in  the 

hands 
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i  of  the  Duke  of  Lenox.  The  temporali-  lettfr 
of  Glafgow  had  been  reftored  by  jhp  King  XLII. 
e  old  Arcbbifhop  Beton,  who  was  (till  alive 
rance.  Dunkeld,  Brechin  and  Dunblain  had 
n,  Mr.  Peter  Rollock,  who  wa$  a  Lord  of 
I,  Mr.  Alexander  Campbell,  land  Mr.  An- 
Graham,  who  only  preached  fomptimes.--^ 
f  was  pofleflfed  by  the  Lord  Spynie,  and 
:y  by  the  Earl  of  Orkney.  Galloway  and 
ics  were  fo  dilapidated,  that  they  were  fcarce- 
membered  to  have  been.  In  Rols  and 
(icfs  there  was  fome  provifion  left :  To  the 
of  thefe,  now  vacant  by.  the  death  of  Bi- 
Lieflie,  Mr.  David  Lindfay,  mlaifter  at  Leith, 
amed,  and  to  the  other,  Mr.  George  Glad- 
;  at  St.  Andrews,  who  both,  notwithftand- 
if  this  nomination,  continued  to  refide  on 
former  cures.  Thus  a  (hadow  of  Epifco- 
was  once  more  reftored  in  Scotland,  and 
Qng  appeared  to  be  fatisfied  for  the  prefent, 
e  could  get  the  fubftance  properly  and  re- 
ly recovered,  which  he  feems  ail-along  tp 
had  in  his  eye. 

i  while  he  was  thus  labouring  for  order 
skirk,  and  quiet  in  the  ftate,  he  fell  into 
Jced  and  unexpedted  fnare,  which  had  it 
cen  for  a  vifible  hand  of  an  interpofmg 
lence,  would  have  been  fatal  to  him.  The 
)f  Gowrie,  fon  to  him  who  had  been  exe- 
fbr  treafon  in  1581,  had  invited  the  King, 
at  Falkland,  to  do  him  the  honour  to  dine 
lim  at  his  houfe  in  Perth,  on  the  fifth  of 
ft  1600,  under  pretext  of  having  a  parti- 
fecret  to  communicate  to  him.  This  invi- 
i  the  King,  fufpeding  nothing  from  a  man 
n  he  had  fo  indulgently  reftored  to  his  fa- 

ther'5 
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LtTTFR  iher*8    forfeited  eft  ate   and  honours,  readily 

XLIL    cepted,  and    came  with    a  fmall   retinue  at 

time  appointed.     After  dinner,  the  King  was  \ 

fully  decoyed  into   a  private  chamber  at  a  e 

fiderable  diftance  from  the  public  hall,  and  tb 

Alexander     Ruthven,   the    Earl's    brother,  li 

hands  on    him,   and    upbraiding  him  vith'l 

execution  of  his  father,  bade  him  prepare  fqrH 

ftant  death.      Immediately    another    perfon  1 

peared,  ^^'ho  was   to   have  been  the  afiaffin,  I 

tho*  clad  in  armour  for  the  purpofe,  ftood  amaz 

and  motionlefs.     Mean  time  the  King,  recovi 

ing  a  little  from   the  furprize  of  the  firfk  flioc 

had  the  prefence  of  mind  and  ftrength  of  bo 

too,  while  ftruggling  with  Ruthven,  who  bi 

him  by  the  throat,  to  drag  him  to  a  windfl 

and  getting  it  opened,  called  out  to  the   ftreet 

help.     On  this,  fome  of  his  retinue,  who  lud 

were  below,  forced  their  way  thro'  private  dc 

and  back  ftairs,   (for  the  main  paifagcs  of 

houfe   were  guarded  by  the  Earl's  fervants,)  i 

the  room  whence  the  cry  came,  and   in  refcu 

the  King,   it  happened   that  both    the  broti 

after    a    dangerous    fcuffle    were   killed   on 

fpot.     The  rumour   of  what  was  doing,  being 

this  time  fpread  thro*  the  town,  of  which 

Earl  was  Provoft,  the  townfmen  took  arms 

furrounded  the  houfe,  crying  **  to  give  them 

their  Provoft,  otherwife  they  would  blow  tl 

all    up    with    powder."      But    fome    of 

Baillies  and  principal  citizens  getting  entranc 

the  King,  and  finding  out   the  truth,  retui 

aud  pacified  the  people.     After  which  the  li 

took  horfe,   and  pofted  back  with  his    com; 

to  Falkland,  where  he  was  welcomed  with  g 

acclamations  of  joy.     On  the  morrow  adver 

ment    was    fent  to    the  council  at  Edinbu 
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i    a    great    danger,    and    to    ftir     up  the 

to  thankfulncls,  they  peremptorily  refiif- 
dcr  this  llrange  pretence,  "  that  nothing  s^K>iC  A^r. 
It  to  be  delivered  in  the  pulpit,  but  that 
reof  the  truth  was  known,  and  that  all 
ch  is  uttered  in  that  place  (hould  be  fpoken 
lith."  For  this  obftinacy  they  were  com* 
d  to  leave  the  town  in  forty  eight  hours, 
rohibited  to  preach  within  his  Majefty's  do-  l[i  ^ 

IS   under   pain  of  death.      But  in   a  few 

they  all  acknowledged  their  offence,  and 
certain  conditions  were  pardoned,  except 
lobcrt  Bruce,  who,  with  the  old  fpirit  of 
fenefs  and  pride,  faid,  "  he  would  reve- 
:e  his   Majefty's   report  of  that  accident, 

could  not  fay  he  was  perfuaded  of  the 
:h  of  it,"  and  was  therefore  baniflied  the 
om,  and  went  to  France.  Yet  even  of  the 
:here  were  none  but  one  who  performed 
editions  enjoined  them  :  For  which  refrac- 
)ehaviour,  the  next  affembly,  in  May,  tranf- 
i  them  from  the  miniftry  in  Edinburgh  to 
country   charges   as    were    thought  meeter 
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LETTER  find  that,  the  affemblies  were  now . beginning 
XLIL  be  a  little  more  temperate  in  their  proceedii 
and  to  fhew  fome  regard  to  the  overtures  he 
always  laying  before  them,  for  regulating  i 
difcipline,  and  removing  the  caufe  of  that  pe: 
tual  jarring  between  the  civil  and  ecclefiafl 
ftate,  which  their  levelling  fyftem  had  occafioi 
We  fliall  foon  fee  what  meafures  were  afterws 
taken  for  this  purpofe,  when  the  King  hai 
more  in  his  power  to  render  his  propoials  ei 
tual.  Mean  time,  I  am,  &c. 

■ 

ivoold  Deither  pray  for  one  Sovereign  when  in  apparent  dan 
Dor  thank  God  for  delivering  another  out  of  it  ?  And  how 
Voking  mufl  it  have  been  to  the  King,  to  have  his  own  i 
word,  and  the  fblemn  declaration  of  fo  many  of  his  noMlity, 
impudendy  called  in  queflion  ;  as  if  nothing  Ie(s  than  hts  b 
a&ualiy  murdered  would  have  convinced  thefe  men  that  t 
had  been  a  defign  to  murder  him  ?  So  much   indeed  had 
fpirit  of  peculiar  perverfenefs  infe^ed  the  fucceeding  generat 
of  that   chara^er,  that  for  many  years  the  llory  of  Gowi 
confpiracy  was  fneered  at,  and  ridiculed  by  them  as  an  idle  i 
deviled  l^  the  court  to  ruin  that  nobleman,  whofe  hxher 
grand£uher  had  done  their  caufe  fuch  fignal  fervices,  till  d 
the    beginning  of  this  century,  the    Earl  of  Cromarty,  \ 
I^ord  Regider,  publiftied  a  full  and  authenticated  account  < 
from  the  public  records,  which  his  office  afforded  him  the 
ipedlion  of,  and  evinced  the  reality  of  it  beyond  any  reafbfl 
poiSbilityof  contradidion. 
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-'o^nwi  cfK.  James  to  the  Englijh  Tbm 
Hi  froAibits  a  feditious  AJfembly  at  Aberdeen 
-  The  Scottijh  Parliament  rejiores  the  tern* 
pmrml  Eflate  af  BiJhops^"''-^Proceediiigs  cf  twa 
AffhHUkf  in  favour  af  Epifcopacy  Con/ecram 
tim  rf  three  Scotiijh  Bijhops   in  London  i 

Epifc^acy  fully  eflablijhed  in  Scotland^  and  all 
the  Sees  filled  with  real  BifhopS''-'^'~-^Trial  of  a 
Jefuit'—^Abfolution  of  the   Marquis  of  Huntly 
■  'A3s  of  AJfembly  in  favour  of  a  Liturgy^ 


ON  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  March  1603, 
died  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England,  in  the 
70th  year  of  her  age,  and  45th  of  her  reign : 
And  the  fame  day,  the   Sling  of  Scots,  as  un« 
iodyed  heir,  was  proclaimed  King,  firft   at  the 
palace  of  Whitehall,  and  then  at  the  crofs  in 
Chcapfide,  with  a  vaft  applaufe  of  all  forts  of 
pwple.    The  Pope  had  been  very  bufy  to  pre- 
sent this    fucceihony  and  upon  hearing  of  the 
Vol  \h  H  h  queen's 
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LETTER  Queen's  illnefs,  had  fent  over  his  Bulls,  warning  al 
X  LIII.  the   Papifts  in  England  not  to  admit  or  ackno^i 
^^OT^^Jedge   any  heretic,   however   near  in  blood,  t 
he  fhould  fwear   to  maintain  the   Catholic   Ebl' 
with  all   his  power.     But  thefe  threatnings 
ineffeftual,  and  our  King  got  poffeflion  of  a  thr 
which  was  his  birthright,   without   the  leaft 
ftacle  from  any  quarter.     On  the  fourth  of 
after    having  taken    an  affedionate   leave  firr 
while  of  his  native  fubjccls,  he  began  his  jour" 
towards   London,   attended  by  a  fplendid   ce 
pany  of  his. own  nobility  ;  and  hearing,  by 
way,  of  the  death  of  his  ambafTador  the  Ac 
bimop  of  Glafgow  at  Paris,  he  immediately 
minated  one  of  his  chaplains,   Mr.   John  Sp-» 
5  ^i;  ^^g  wood,  to' that  See.     On  the  feventh  of  May 
was  joyfully  received  in  London,  and  on  th^  s^ 
of  July  he  and  the  Queen  were  folemnly  inaug 
rated  in   the   abbey-church    of  Weftminfter  .. 
John  Whitgift,  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury. 

The  firft  ecclefiaftical  affair  of  confequeoc 
after  his  acceilion  to  the  Englifh  throne,  was  t 
conference  held  at  Hampton-court,  in  the  I 
ginning  of  next  year,  between  fome  Bifhops  ai 
divines  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  and  fome  of  t 
moft  eminent  of  the  nonconformifts,  who  obje£t 
to  the  fign  of  the  crofs  in  baptifm,  kneeling  at  t 
Eucharm^  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jefus,  and  Ibi 
others  of  the  received  rites,  and  endeavoured 
make  the  King  believe  that  they  were  a  mu 
more  numerous  body  than  they  really  were.  I 
after-this  conference,  which  difcovered  to  tin 
both  the  King's  knowledge  of,  and  averfion 
their  principles, :  there  were  fo  few  of  them  w 
flood  out  againfl  the  decent  ceremonies  of  1 
church,  that,  when  the  Canons  were  put  in  t 
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.     tcuuon  by  Archbiiliop  Bancroft  Ibine  years  alter  Lcn  fti 

/    thill  only  forty  five  were  ejected  for  nonconfor-  XLIH. 

1    mtff  of  all  the  clergy  in  England,  who  are  reck- 

Qoed  to  be  nine  thoufand  and  upMrards :    Such  a 

noife  will  a  few  diilurbers  make  in  any  fociety, 

^■rhen  they  are  not  properly  taken  notice  of. 

The  remains  of  Mr  Melvil's  faction,  in  Scot- 
land, laying  hold  of  the  King's  abfence,  began 
"Co  bcftir  themfelves  for  recovering  the   ground 
^hidi  they  had  loft  by  his  management,  while 
^mong  them.     The  lalt  ail'embly  which  had  been 
Jicid  before  his  departure,  had  appointed  the  next 
XKcting  to  be  at  Aberdeen,  on  the  lafl:  Tuefday 
of  July  1604.     But  becaufe  of  the  union  inter- 
*^ng,  and  fome  other  weighty  confiderations, 
it  was  prorogued  to  the  fame  month  in  the  fol* 
lowing  year.     And  now  the  party  over  ail  the 
luQgdom  made  great  preparation  for  keeping  of 
this  meedng,  intending  to  call  in  queltion,   and 
fet  afide  the  articles  that   had  been  agreed  on  in 
the  former  ailemblies,  for  fettling  epifcopal  go* 
\enunent,   and  other    regulations    of  diicipline. 
The  King,  being  timely  informed   of  thefe  pre- 
faiadons,  and  determined  to   prevent  the  over- 
throw of  the  good  foundation  which  he  had  laid, 
^iitded  the  commiilioners  of  the  kirk,  who  were 
conftituent  members  of  every  aflfembly,  to   defert 
<he  diet,  and  to  make  intimation   of  his  pleafure 
^  all  the  Prefbyieries  in  the  kingdom.     The  far 
ptater  part  refolved  to  obey  :    Nine  Prefbyteries 
<ttly  of  the  whole  fifty  fent  their  delegates,  fo  that 
^hen  the  day  came,  there  were  only  twenty  one, 
minifters  convened  at  Aberdeen,  of  whom  Mr. 
John  Forbes  at  Alford,   and  Mr.  John  Welch  at 
•Ayr,  were  the  principal  ringleaders.  The  Laird  of 
^urifton,  who  was  the  King's  commiffioner,  dif- 

li  h  2  charged 


244       ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY 

l.KTTER  charged  theit  aflembling,  and  in  hi$  mayeft] 
XLIII.  name  commanded  them  to  diflblve.  In  conten 
of  which,  they  chofe  Forbes  their  moderator,  ai 
then  continued  the  aflembly  to  the  lafl:  day 
September*  For  this  mutinous  procedure,  Fc 
bes  and  Welch  were  imprifoned  in  BlackuA 
others  that  were  obfliiiate  in  different  places,  ai 
thirteen  who  confefTed  their  fault  were  difmiff 
and  fuffered  to  return  to  their  charges.  Tb 
neceflfary  feverity  raifed  a  prodigious  clamour,  b 
made  no  impreilion  on  the  offenders.  For  bcb 
brought  before  the  council  on  the  24th  of  0£lobc 
to  account  for  their  difobedience,  they  jufUfii 
what  they  had  done,  and  declined  all  fubmiiEc 
to  the  council's  authority.  Upon  this  freih  pr 
vocation,  Forbes  and  Welch,  with  other  four 
the  moft  confpicuous  of  them,  were  criminally  d 
ed  before  a  court*  of  judiciary  at  Linlithgow,  o 
the  tenth  of  January,  and  being  found  guilty  ' 
trcafon  by  a  jury,  were  remanded  back  to  prift 
till  his  Majefty's  pleafure  fhould  l>e  known*  A 
while  thele  factious  fpirits  were  difputixig  tl 
King^s  authority  in  Scotland,  another  tnbe  < 
malcontents  of  a  different  denomination  were  ca 
rying  on  a  moft  horrid  confpiracy  againft  his  pe 
fon  in  England.  The  Papifts  there,  finding  i 
hopes  of  relief  from  this  new  King,  who,  lb 
faw,  was  as  capable  to  combat  their  religioa  I 
argument,  as  to  fupprefs  it  by  law,  had  contrive 
a  helliih  plot  to  blow  up  the  Parliament  hoof 
with  the  King  and  three  eftates  in  it,  and  £ 
this  diabolical  purpofe  had  got  every  thing  reac 
againft  the  firft  meeting  of  that  auguft  anembl 
'  In  the  mean  time  an  ambiguous  letter,  fent  wil 
a  friendly  defign  to  the  Lord  Mounteagle,  and  I 
iiim  communicated  to  the  King,  railed  a  fu% 
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cdbn  of  what  was  gcdng  on  :   And  a  fearch  beixig  lettpth 
aedcy  the  plot  was  difcovered  on  the  5th  of  No-  [TT/ttt, 
Tcmber,  only  a  few  hours  before  the  intended  ^i^vv^ 
mifchiefy  and  the  villain  Guy  Fawkes,  who  was 
Yo  have  fired  the  train,  was  catched  at  the  door 
with  his  lantern  in  his  hand.  * 

The  next  year  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  met  ^  ^-  ^^^* 
i^  July,  and  pafied  two  important  a£h,  one  for 
<:Qnfirming  his  Majefty's  prerogative,  and  the  other 
£or  reftoring  the  temporal  eftate  of  Bifhops,  as 
"it  was  now  feen  how  much  the  a£k  of  annexa* 
tioD  impeded  his   defign  of  having  that  order 
faroiu^t  back  to  its  former  (tation  both  in  church 
and  (bte.  When^the  Parliament  rofe,  the  King  cal- 
led op  a  feled  number  of  the  miniilers  to  Lon^- 
don,  both  of  fuch  as  favoured  his  views  of  reftor- 
ing  epifcopacy,   of  whom  Spotfwood    the  titular 
Ardiinlhop  of  Glafgow  was  one,  and  of  fuch  as 
Aood  up  for  the  Genevan  parity,  with  their  great 
patron  Mr.  Andrew  Melvil  at  their  head.     On 
^bc  2oxh  of  September  they  all  attended  at  Hamp* 
^co  court,  where  the  King  had  appointed  four 
^ngliih  Biihops,  Barlow  of  Lincoln,  Buckridge 
^f  Rochefter,  Andrews  of  Chichefler,  and  King 
of  London,  to  preach  upon  the  fubjed  of  church 

*  Ths  King  exprefled  a  raoderatioo  and  roagnanimitj  on  this 

ofioa  .which  does  honour  to  his  charader,  and  conducted  the 

S^uufliment  of  this  damnable  defign  with  as  much  mercy  and  le- 

^^ity  as  was  confident  with  the  indi(pen(ibie  execution  of  necef> 

"^^  jofticc.     Yet  the  Jefuits  have  attempted  to  deny  this  plot,  or 

^xinftiok&n  the  horror  of  it,  as  if  ic  had  been  only  the  imprac- 

'Kicdlc  iaacy  of  a  crack-bnined  madnuuiy  tho'  the  Poplih  Prieft 

fibdwdlt  who  lived  in  England  at  the  time,  and  had  many  con-^ 

Yclb  with  that  feditious  order,  fairly  acknowledges  the  &d,  and 

in  a  monitory  letter  to  the  Catholics  under  his  inipedion,  dated 

tke  xBth  of  November,  condemns  it  as  a  moft  deceftable  and  Col.  691* 

^unihlc  crime. 

government. 
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LETrER  government,  hoping  thereby  to  remove  the  pr< 
XLin*  judices  of  the  ScottHh  faction,  and  to  convinc 
them  of  the  reafonablenefs  of  what  he  had  bee 
fo  long  propofmg  to  them.  In  a  day  or  t« 
after,  they  had  audience  of  the  King,  who,  amoi^ 
other  pertinent  queilions,  aiked  them  what  thd 
opinion  was  of  the  meeting  at  Aberdeen,  and 
they  thought  it  a  lawful  aflembly.  But  tho'  i 
argued  with  them  in  perfon,  and  put  his  queiki 
into  various  forms,  they  either  fhifted  him  V9 
evafive  anfwers,  or  gave  him  to  underftand  t 
/they  approved  it :  At  which  the  king  was  fo  p 
voked,  that  permitting  ihe  other  clergy  to  go  h^ 
when  they  pleafed,  he  forbad  Melvil  and  his  • 
herents  either  to  return  to  Scotland,  or  come  »' 
the  Queen's  or  Prince's  court.  This  put  an  ^ 
to  Melvil's  influence.  For  being  now  in 
old  age  as  inlolent  and  feif-conceitcd  as  he  S 
been  in  his  youth,  and  having  difperfed  fo 
fcurrilous  inveftives  againil  the  rites  ufed  in 
Majefty's  chapel,  tie  was  committed  to  the  Tow 
of  London,  and  was  kept  there  three  years  » 
more,  till  at  the  Duke  of  Bouillon's  requeit  he  W 
fent  over  to  Seoan  in  France,  where  he  liv 
fome  time  in  no  great  refpeft,  and  died  ira 
diftreffed  condition.  Mean  time  the  aflfair  of  t: 
fix  imprifoned  mini  Iters  was  brought  to  a  6m 
determination.  The  fentence  againil  them  h^ 
ing  expreffed  a  reference  to  the  King's  pleafal 
his  orders  were  thai  they  (hould  be  baniihed  frc: 
his  dominions  for  life ;  though  they  were  aC 
fent  to  fome  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  wiC 
out  any  tumult  or  commotion,  notwithftandiJ 
the  great  fway  they  once  had  over  the  delude 
multitude* 

Thefc  turbulent  humours  being  thus  difperibi 
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Kinpi's  prudent  racafures,  he  called  a  ge-X-ETTER 
flembly  to  meet  on  the  loth   of  Decern*  XLIIL 
Linlithgow,  and  appointed   the  Earl  of  -^"^"v/ 
y.his  commiiEoner  to  attend  it.     Thither  spotr.  icc. 
n  hundred  and  thirty  fix   ininiflers,  and 
nobility,  and  other   lay-members,   thirty 
jefore  whom  the  King's  letter  -was  read, 
overture  from  him,  that  for  remedying 
orders  of  former  times  in    their  church- 
des,   the  Biftiops  who  are  refideht  fhould 
in  the  meetings  within  their  bounds,  and  in 
r  -  prefby teries  the  oldeft,  graveft  and  moft 
need  minifter  fhould   be  fixt  and  conftant 
tor,  for  the  encouragement  of  which  fcheme, 
defray  any  extraordinary  expence,  he  was 
to  allow  them  an  hundred  pounds  Scots, 
hundred  merks,  according  to  the  quality 
ir  charge.     This    propofal    of  a  conftant 
itDT  was  variouily    thought  of,  according 
r  various  notions  of  the  views  which  they 
nr  the  King  had,  and  to  which  they  faw 
'ell  this  overture  was  a  defigned  introduc- 
Butat  length,  after  long  deliberation  and 
conference,  it  was  agreed   to  by  a  great 
y  of  the  affembly,   under    certain   provi- 
od  regulations,  which  were  thought  necef- 
guard  againft  any  ufurpation  that  thefe 
Iters  might  afTume  over  brethren  of  the 
ank  and  order.     Yet,  as  the  Sling  fufped- 
met  with  oppofition.     The  fynod  of  Perth 
id  then  the  fynod  of  Fife,  declared  againft  it^ 
hibited  the  prefbyteries  within  their  bounds 
fabmitting  to  the  decree  of  the  affembly, 
knowledging  the  moderators  appointed  for 
under  pain  of  the  cenfures  of  the  kirk, 
vhich  unconftitutional  arrogance,  in  thus  £6 

openly 
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IKTTER  openly  fl^ng  in  the  face  of  their  own  fupn 
XLIII.  court,  the  Privy  Council  difchargcd  thefe 
f  (ynods  from  further  meeting,  and  ordered  all 
burghs  within  their  diflrids  not  to  admit  tl 
convening  in  any  of  them. 

All  this  time  the  thiee  Popifh  Lords  n 
both  giving  and  getting  diflurbance.  The  t 
cious  zeal  of  the  kirk,  in  pufhing  profecuti 
to  extremity  againft  them  on  the  one  hand^ ; 
the  King's  tender  care  of  having  them  redaii 
from  their  prejudices  by  gentle  methods  on 
other  hand,  had  hitherto  kept  matters  in  a  k 
of  fufpenfe:  And  the  noblemen,  harralTed  by: 
quent  attacks  from  the  kirk,  fometimes  fees 
defirous  of  coming  to  an  agreement  with  the 
and  at  other  times,  when  preifed  by  the  inw 
reluftance  of  their  own  confciences,  they  retn 
ed  even  the  appearance  of  compliance  which  b 
had  extorted  from  them,  and  fell  back  to  tl: 
former  profeffion.  The  confequence  of  all  wh 
was,  that  Huntly,  whom  the  kirk  had  alv^ays  o 
lidered  as  the  moft  obnoxious,  was  excomo 
nicated  anew,  and  all  the  three  were  fliut 
in  different  prifons,  Huntly  in  Stirling,  Axq 
in  Edinburgh,  and  Errol  in  Dunbar  ton,  till  ai 
fome  time  Huntly  renewed  another  (ham  fi 
miffion  to  the  kirk  for  his  liberation ;  Errol  i 
on  the  King's  account  treated  with  fome  Mppt 
ance  of  lenity  ;  and  Angus,  for  the  free  exen 
of  his  religion,  went  over  a  voluntary  exile 
trance,  where  he  died. 

Thefe  were  harlh  meafures,  not  di£kated  by  J 
forgiving    fpirit    of   the    gofpel,    but  agreeii 
enough  >to  the  rules    of   worldly  policy,  uriii 
leads  people  to  take  all  proper   meafures  for 
curing   tfaemfelves  againft  dangers  which  ti 
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fad  once  felt.  In  a  religious  view  fuch  feveri-  (.etter 
ties  will  not  bear  a  vindication :  As  however  XLIII. 
much  a  Proteftant  (late  may  fee  it  expedient 
and  even  lawful  to  Iceep  a  watchful  eye  over  its 
Popifh  fubje^ts,  it  looks  not  well  in  a  Proteftant 
diurch  to  exercife  that  fpiritual  tyranny  over 
Qlhers,  which  they  loudly  complained  of  when 
exerciled  againft  themfelves,  and  thus  to  fight 
Pbpery  with  the  very  weapons  which  they  con^ 
denned  when  in  Popifh  hands.  Yet  the  ex* 
communication,  which  the  aflemblies  at  this  time 
ikmdered  out  againil  thefe  oiltftanding  noblemen^ 
wuj  Hke  the  Papal  edids,  defigned  to  throw 
At  objeds  of  their  difpleafure  under  the  penalty 
of  fecular  laws,  and  to  expofe  them/  if  not  to 
doth,  at  lead  to  banifhment  or  imprifonment, 
ud  to  the  forfeiture  of  all  their  worldly  goods. 
For  fean  a£t  of  parliament  pafled  in  January  1609 
ordaum,  *^  that  perfons  excommunicated  for  not 
**  coofiirming  to  the  religion  prefently  profefled, 
"^  ihouid  ndther  in  their  own  names,  nor  covert- 
"  ly  in  name  of  any  other,  enjoy  their  lands 
**  or  rents,  but  that  the  fame  fhould  be  intro« 
*  mitted  with,  and  uplifted  for  his  Majefty's  ufe.'* 
Tea,  to  hr  was  the  abufe  of  excommunication 
cmied,  that  it  was  the  ufual  pra&ice  of  the  kJrk^ 
vhcQ  any  perfon  was  declared  fugitive  for  a  ca- 
pital crime,  to  cite  fuch  perfon  before  the  eccle- 
fiailical  judicatory,  and  on  his  not  appearing, 
triuch  they  knew  he  durft  not  do,  for  fear  of  his 
Vfe,  to  excommunicate  him  for  contumacy  :  And 
thii  iaconfiftent  ftretch  of  difcipline  continued 
ttnoBg  them,  till  the  King,  obferving  the  abfur- 
dky  ai  well  as  inhumanity  of  it,  infifted  on  having 
it  aboUOied. 
He  had  now  for  many  years  been  driving,  by 
Vol,  U.  I  i  a 
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of  Glafgow  wa«  cbof« 
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wtion  bepronouDc* 
fon,  ^thottt  the  ki 
of  the  Biihop  oftt, 
tobe  pronounced  a 


OF    SCOTLAND.  251 

*(fae  fufpenfion  or  deprivation  of  minifters,  the  lkttfa 

"  Bii'hop  is  CO  call  in  fome  of  the  neighbouring  XLlII. 

^  oiaifters,  and  iu  their  prefence  to  try  the  fad, 

*^  and  pronounce  fentence  :  That  the  vifitations 

"  of  xhe  diocefs  be   made  hy  the   Bifhop  him- 

"fclt  or  by  fuch   worthy   minifter  as  he   fhall 

^  depute  in   his  place,  and  every  minifter,  who 

^without    leave  or  jufl   excufe  ihall  be  abfent 

^  from  the  vifitation  cr   diocefan  fynod,  be  fuf- 

^  pended    from  his  oifice   and  benefice ;  and  if 

^  be  does   not  amend,  be  deprived :  And  that 

^  every  miniiler   at   his   admiiiion   fwear  obedi- 

^  eoce  to  the  King  and  to  hia  ordinary,  accord- 

"ing  to  the   form  agreed-  upon  in  >57i.*' 

In  confequencc  of  thefe  conclufions,  when  the 
afiembly  rofe,  the  King  called  up   the  modera- 
tor) Spotfwood,  to  London,  and  defired  him  10 
Wing  with  him  any.  other  two   of  his  brethren 
tstubn  whom  he  ihouKl  think  lit.  '  Accordingly 
he  made,  choice  of  Andrew  Lamb   of  Brechin, 
^  GiTin  Hamilton  of  Gallo\^'av,  and  with  them 
Amved  at  I^ndon  about  the  middle  of  Septem- 
•her.    At  their  fuft  audience  the  King  tuld  them, 
^  that  he  had  with  great   charge   recovered  the 
^  temporalities  out   of  lay-handi,  and  beflowed 
^  thcsi,  as  he  hoped,  upon  worthy  perfons  :  But 
"^^  as  he  could  not  make  them  Biihups,  nor  could 
"^  they .  aflume  that  honour  to  thcmfelvcs,  he  had 
^  thfcre&ire  called  them  to  Kngland  to  receive  re- 
•^  gttlar   conliecration  from   the    Bithops    there, 
^  tint  on   their  return  home  they  niight  commu- 
^  ttcate  the  fame  to  the  reft,  and  thereby  Itop 
'^.the    mouths  of  adverfaiies  of  all    denomina- 
*^  tions."     To  this    truly   fenfiblc  fpecch  Spotf- 
VQod  anf^ered  in  name  of  them  all,  '^  that  their 
^  ooly  fear  was,  left  this  might  be  taken   fur  a 

I  i  3  "  fort 
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LETTER  **  fort  of  fubjeaion  to  the  Church  of  Engl 
XLIII.  «*  becaufe  of  old  pretenfions  that  way.**  =  But 
King  had  provided  againfl  that  danger,  ty 
eluding  both  the  Archbifhops  of  Canterbury 
York,  the  only  pretenders  to  that  fubjedien,  £ 
having  any  hand  in  the  office,  and  nominal 
the  Bifliops  of  London,  Ely,  and  Bath  to  | 
form  the  confecration :  Which  was  done  accc 
ingly  on  the  2ifl:  of  Odober,  in  the  chapd 
London-houfe,'  and  thereby  the  Scottiih  Biih 
obtained  the  reality  of  that  high  charader  \A 
they  had  hitherto  borne  only  in  name.  We 
told,  that  before  the  confecration,  Biihop  Andn 
of  Ely  prepofed  their  being  firft  ordained  p 
byters,  as  they  had  received  no  ordination  b 
a  Biihop,  but  was  anfwered  by  Bancroft,  Ai 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  who  was  prefent,  that 
orders  they  had,  being  of  neceffity  for  wani 
Bifhops,  were  fufficient,  "  otherwife  the  voca 
of  the  foreign  reformed  churches  might  be 
led  in  quefiion.^'  That  this  popular  ai 
ment  was  made  ufe  of  by  Bancroft,  Archbii 
iSpotfwood  himfelf  tells  us,  and  refts  there,  v 
out  taking  notice  of  any  thing  further.  But 
Heyiin,  have  information  from  other  hands,  that  Dr.  ] 
Collier,  &c.  croft  added  a  more  convincing  folution,  and 
only  folution  which  could  give  latis&dioc 
a  man  of  Ely's  Arid  principles,  that  accon 
to  many  examples  in  the  primitive  church, 
Epifcopai  order  included  all  below  it,  and 
fequently  the  regular  conferring  of  it  b^ 
^very  real  or  fuppofed  defed. 

Upon  this  occafion  too  the  King  inftituK 
court  of  High  CommiJJion  in  Scotland,  for  01 
ing  of  all  ecclefiaftical  caufes,  and  gave  d 
tions  to  the  clergy,  which  they  all  approyec 
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scable  to  the  conclufions  that  had  pafled  lettfh 

themfelves  in  their  late  affembly  in  June.  XLIII. 
iree  confecrated  Bifhops,  on  their  return 
ronveyed  the  Epifcopal  powers,  which  they 
w  received  in  a  canonical  way,  to  their 
titular  brethren,  to  Mr,  George  Glad- 
I  St.  Andrews,  Mr.  Peter  Blackburn  in 
mj  Mr.  Alexander  Douglas  in  Moray^ 
serge  Graham  in  Dunblain,  Mr.  David 

in  Rofs,  Mr.  Alexander  Forbes  in  Caith* 
r.  James  Law  in  Orkney,  Mr.  Alexander 

in  Dunkeld,  Mr.  John  Campbell  in  Ar- 
id Mr.  Andrew  Knox  in  the  Ifles.  Thus 
ty  years  of  confufion,  and  a  Tnultiplicity 
ings  and  turnings,  either  to  improve  or 
t  the  plan  adopted  in  1560,  we  fee  an 
al  church  once  more  fettled  in  Scotland, 
^lar  Apoftolical  fucceffion  of  Epifcopacy 
ccd,  upon  the  extinction  of  the  old  line 
had  long  before  failed,  without  any  at- 
real  or  pretended,  to  keep  it  up.  The 
lad  been  long  projeding  this  fettlement, 
i  gone  on  by  grad^ial  advances,  from  one 

another,  with  much  patience  and  great 
ance  to  the  lad.  Yet  it  cannot  be  iaid, 
e  education  he  had  received  in  his  youth 
:h  as  would  prejudice  him  in  favour  <^ 
acv,  or  that  it  was  the  ambition  of  the 
vhich  prompted  him  to  the  re-eftablifliment 
It  is  true,  many  of  them  were,  even  in 
es  of  the  greateft  confufion,  well  inclined 
primitive  Epifcopal  model,  and  fufficiently 
ted  with  early  antiquity  to  fee  the  ex« 
y  and  neceflity  of  it :  But  a  few  turbu- 
icendiaries,  fuch  as  Melvil,  Blake,  and 
Vfhoy  when  they  appear,  will  always  find 

ibmc 
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i^ETTER  fome  abetters  and  followers,  were  perpctiia 
XLIIL  raifmg  fuch  clamour  and  difturbance,  as  jdei 
v^w/  red  the  quiet  lovers  of  truth  from  entering . 
U(b»  to  iuuggle  with  fuch  fiery  and  unmana 
able  tempers.  And  had  not  the  King  been  a 
by  his  learning  to  confute  their  licentk>us  pa 
pples,  as  well  as  fteady  to  the  refoluiions  he  ] 
formed,  thefe  few  fanatical  levellers  would  h 
)iept  both  church  and  ftate  in  a  continued 
ment.  But  his  condancy  carried  his  point, : 
he  was  happy  enough  Xo  fee  the  good  *efia6b  o 
The  perfons  now  invefted  with  the  Epificc 
charader,  made  it  their  bufmefs, .  both  by  d 
example  and  authority,  to  ftem  the  tumultia 
torrent  of  former  times,  and  to  prefenre  pc 
and.  harmony  among  all  ranks  of  people  un 
their  charge  :  In  fo  much  that  a  Preibytei 
hiftorian,  cotemporary  with  this  folemn  relU 
Cikierwd.  tiou  .of  real  Epifcopacy,  makes  a  heavy  c« 
plaint,  that  by  far  the  greateit  part  of  the. 
don  fubmitted  quietly  to  it,  neither  was  iC 
the  power  of  the  late  deniocratical  fpirit  foi 
long  time  to  create  any  oppofition  to  it,  or 
turbance  under  it. 

,  But  tho'  the  weak  remains  of  that  party 
not,  or  could  not  for  a  while,  give  much  unc 
nefs  to  the  now  reltored  church,  there  was  a 
ther  fet  of  malecontents  purfuing  the  fame 
fign  under  other  colours,  which  kept  her  in  ag 
tion,  and  occafioned  fome  trouble  to  her  gen 
nours.  In  the  end  of  the  year  1613,  one  O; 
vy,  a  Jefuit,  from  the  College  of  Gratz  in  H 
{^ry,  was  apprehended  at  Glafgow,  and  be 
brought  before  the  High  CommiiFion,  had  tl 
Spotf.  52J  queftions  put  to  hi»u,  "  Whether  the  Pope 
•*  fupreme  judge  has  power  over  the  King 

**  tempo. 
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*'  teniponils  in  order  to  fpiritual  concerns  ?  Whc-  letter 
"  thcr  the  Pope  may  excommunicate  or  depofe  XLUL 
**  his  Majefty  ?  Whether  the  Pope  hath  power  to 
^  lUblve  the  fubje&s  from  their  native  and  fworn 
^  allegiance  to  the  King  ?    And  whether  it  be 
"  lawful  to  flay  a  King,  if  once  excommunicated 
"  and  depofed  by   the  Pope  V  To  ail  which  the 
man  was  >  cunning  enough  to  give  evafive  anfwers, 
the'  upon  the  main,  they  feemed  to  be  on  the 
affirmative   fide,   and   when  at   his  trial  Archbi- 
fliop  Spotfwood  puihed  him  with   the  queftion, 
*'  Whether  the  King,  if  depofed  by  the    Pope, 
^'  might  be  lawfully  killed  ?"  He  boldly  replied, 
^^  It  is  a   queftion  among  the   Doctors   of  the 
^*  church:    Many  hold  the  afBrmative  not  im- 
probably :  But  as  that  point   is  not  yet   deter- 
mined, (b  if  it  fhall   be  concluded,   I  will  give 
my  life  in  defence  of  it,  and   to  call   it  un- 
lawful I  will  not,   tho'  I  (hould  fave   my  life 
by  fiying  it."     He  had,   in  his  ipeech  before 
the  King's  judges,  declined    their    authority  in 
matters   of  religion,  with  which  he  (aid  the  King 
has  nocfaii^  to  do,  and   which  aifertion,  he  ad* 
«ied,  **  the  beft  of  your  own  rainifters  do  main* 
^^  tain   as  well  as  I,  and  if  they  be  wife  they 
**  wfll   continue   of  the  lame  miiid."    The  con- 
dufion  was,  that  the  unhappy  man,  for  this  dan- 
gerous and  uncfariflian  dodrine,  was  found  guilty 
of  treafon,  and  publicly  hanged  in  the  (Ireet  c^ 
Gbi%ow  the    faxae  day.      But   another  of   his 
fartf  tsddng  a  fafer  courfe,  and  denying  Ogilvy's 
pofitions,  was  fuffercd  to  depart  out  of  the  country, 
Ac  ling  always  declaring  that  he  would  never 
lung  a  Jefuxt  for  his  religion,  tho*  his  ov/n  per- 
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i^rrrKP  fonal  fafety  required  his  keeping  a  watchful  c 

XLin.  over  them.* 

Soon  after  this  trial  the  Archbifliop  of  St.  A 
drews  died,  and  was   fucceeded  by  Spotfwood. 
Glafgow,  to  which  See  Biihop  Law  was  ren^ 
ed  from    Orkney.     The  next   public   matter 
ecclefiaftical  cognizance  was  the  abfolution  of 
Marquis  of  Huntly,  which,  on  account  of 
circumflances  attending  it,  deferves  to  be  ta 
notice  of.     He  had  been  lying  thefe  eight  yi 
paft  under  a  fentence  of  excommunication, 
tho*  he  had  made  feveral  appearances  of  offi 
latisfa&ion,  had   ftill,  on  fome  pretext  or  otS 
avoided  the  adual  performance  of  what  was 
quired.     At  laft,  being  impatient  to  fee  the  KS 
whom  he  knew  to  have  been  always  his  fri^ 
he  took  journey  to  London  in  the  year  1616, 
when  fo  far  on  his  way,  he  met  a  meflenger  fir 
the  King  ordering  him  to  return,  and  fatisfy 
high  commiffion  in  Scotland.     The  Marquis,  ^ 
willing  to  be  thus  difappointed,  begged  the  rs 
fenger  to  let  the  King  know,  that  his  coming  ^ 
on  purpofe   to  give  his   Majefty  contentments 
every  thing,    and  to  befeech   nis  Majefly,  xm 
that  he  was  fo  fair  on  his  journey,  not   to  dtf 
liim  his  prefence.     The  King  was  much  plev 
with  this  declaration,  and  permitting  him  to  coa 
to  town,  dire&ed  him  to  the  Archbifliop  of  Cs 
terbury,  with  whom  the  Marquis  voluntarily 
fered  to    communicate.     But  his   excommimL* 
tion  (landing  in  the  way»  and  it  being  againft  i 

^  The  late  bftance  of  his  brother  King  Henry  IV.of  FraC 
liift  wounded  by  one,  and  then  finally  murdered  by  another 
that  frantic  fraternity^  was  a  melancholy  warning  to  all  Kingfl 
be  on  their  guard  againd  fuch  authorifed  cut-throats,  and  k« 
them  at  elbow-length  as  much  ^  pofEble. 

Canon 
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^ocm,  that  a  perfon  excommunicated  in  one  letter 
^urch  fhould  be  abfolved  in  another,  without  XLIIL 
e  confent  of  the  church  he  belonged  to,  appli- 
ion  w^  made  to  the  Biihop  of  Caithnefs,  who 
ipened  to  be  in  London  about  bufmefs,  that 
would  confent  to,  and  witnefs  the  abfolution 
name  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  which  was 
^  to  be  warrant  enough  for  their  proceed-* 
.  Upon  which  the  Marquis  was  folemnly  ab** 
'cd  in  Lambeth  chapel,  by  Dn  Abbot,  Arch'^ 
Kjp  of  Canterbury,  in  a  form  compiled  on  pur- 
:,  and  expreffing,  among  other  things,  *^  fuch 
in  agreement  and  correfpondence  between  the 
ihurches  of  England  and  Scotland,  that  what 
lie  Biihops  and  paftors  of  the  one,  without 
my  earthly  refped,  ihall  accomplKh  to  fatisfy 
the  chriftian  and  charitable  end  and  defu-e  of 
the  other,  cannot  be  diftaiteful  to  either/' 
ben  accounts  of  this  affair  were  brought  to 
otlaod,  great  exceptions  were  taken  by  the 
urcb  here ;  and  what  the  Archbifhop  of  Can- 
bury  had  done,  was  interpreted  to  be  a  fort  of 
irpacion. .  But  this  fear  was  foon  removed  by 
etter  from  the  King,  and  another  from  i  aU'- 
bury,  both  addrefled  to  the  Archbifhop  of  St. 
idrews,  and  both  acknowledging  in  the  plained: 
d  ftrongeft  terms,  the  full  authority  and  ab« 
lUte  independence  of  the  church  of  Scotland 
Km  any  other  church  whatever.  *     Thefe  letters 

*  lo  confidering  toe  Marquis  of  HuntlyS  conduA*  it  appears 
newbax  fhange,  that  he  Oiould  (6  long  have  fcrupled  to  com- 
amcatc  with  the  church  of  Scotland,  even  under  the  late  regu- 
rfadcmcot  upon  the  Englifh  plan,  and  yet  on  liis  firll  appear- 
loein  London  fhould  have  agreed  fo  readily  to  join  in  comniuni- 
n  viththe  church  there.  This  will  no  doubt  be  imputed  to  incon* 
taocy  and  a  time-fcrving  difpofition  :  But  there  i^  a  pafTagc  in 
he  King's  later  wliich  may  be  made  ufe  ofj  to  account  for  it 

Vol.  II  K  k     "  being 
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i,KTrER  being  Ihewn  to  the  clerj^y  of  Scotland,  gave  u 
XLIII.  verfal  content,  and  the  Marquis  him&lf,  on  his 
turn  from  court,  appearing  in  the  next  afleml 
at  Aberdeen,  had  his  abfolution  ratified,  a: 
\^'as  received  into  the  bofom  of  the  church  he 
by  their  own  form. 

In  this  aiTembiy,  where  the  Earl  of  Montn 

fat  as  commiiTiccer,  it  was  ordained .  ^'  that  t 

<^  a£ts  of  aiTemblies   fhould  be  coUeAed  asd  ] 

in  order,  to  ferve  for  Canons  of  difcipline,  d 

children  fhould  be    carefully    cattcbifed,  a 

confirmed  by  the  Biiliop,  or  in  hi&  abfenoe, 

'^  fuch  as  were  employed  in  vifitation  of  chuKfa 

and  that  a  liturgy,  or  book  of  Common  Pja 

*'  fhould  be  formed  for  public  ufe,"     Thefe  i 

were  fent  up  and  prefented  to  the  King  for 

royal  affent,  by  the  Archbiihop  of  Glafgow 

Bilhop  of  Rofs:  And  the  King,   alcmg  with 

approbation,  recommended  to  them  the  {ci\o% 

ankles,  to  be  inferted  among  their  Canons,  ^'  l 

^^  the    holy  communion  fhould   be  received 

^^  all  kncehng ;  that  it  fhould  be  given  to  d) 

^*  perfons  on  their  defiring  it,  at  home ;  that  t 

anoiher  way.     Among  other  arguments*  the  King  dc (ire 
church  of  Scotland  to  confider,  that  tho'  the  Marquis  had  f 
and  Aibferibcd  all  the  other  articles  of  religion ,  and  had  freqi 
ly  heard  fermon*  yet  "  Lis  abfolution  at-  home  was  deferred 
'*  the  fcruple  he  made  about  the  prefence  of  oor  Saviour  u 
*<  facramcDt."     From  this  it  would  appear ,  that  the  do^rij 
the  Eucharift  in  the  church  of  England,  where  he  had  no  fcr 
about  the  prefence  of  Chri(i  in  it,  was  at  that  time  different , 
the  doctrine  of  the  cliurch  of  Scotland,  which  kept  him 
from  partaking  of  it  with  them  :  And  if  this  was  the  cafe 
this  nobleman,  as  we  have  the  King's  woid  it  was,  it  (hews 
he  had  nil  along  been  more  koncfl  and  confeientious  in  a 
of  fo  high  importance,  than   many  of  his  profecutors  had 
willing  to  believe,  or  |  erh;!ps  capable  to  percci?e. 


e  dilficulty  oF  admitting  thcfc  articles,  hcw- 
cpedient  in  thcmfclvcs,  being  leprcicntetl 
Majclty,  by  ilie  Arclibillioi)  of  St.  An- 
and  a  reafon  given  why  they  could  not 
erted  among  the  Canons,  as  having  at  no 
leen  mentioned  to  the  church,  nor  prov- 
ed in  any  of  their  meetings,  the  bufinefs 
Dt  further  preflfed  at  prefent,  but  referred 
mofe  convenient  feafon. 
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^  even  in  fome   meafure  with  thefc  Bifhops  1  .ETTFit 
^Ac^  be  thought,  humoured  the  people  in  them,  XLIV.. 
y^  for  the  fake    of  peace,  he   condefcended  to 
5&cail  his  orders,  but  cautioufly  put  it  upon  the 
^^>oting  of  want  of  time  to  get  the  work  pro« 
ly  done.     In  profecution  therefore  of  his  de- 
he   took  his  journey  from  London,  and  in 
beginning  of  May  came  to  Berwick,  where 
s  was  met   by  the  Privy  Council  of  Scotland, 
u^  by  their  advice  fummoned  a  Parliament  tq 
^nvene  at  Edinburgh  on  the  1 3th  of  June.    Oa 
day  appointed  the  Parliament  was  held,  and 
King  in  a  long  fpeech  recommended  to  the 
the  eftablimment  of  religion  and  jullice, 
sither  of  which,  he  faid,  could  be  looked  for, 
chiefs   due  regard  was   had  to  the    minifters  of 
:3ih.    The  firft  article  propofed  to   public  deli- 
oration  was,   touching    the  royal   authority  in 
a^ufes  ecdefiaftical,  concerning  which  he  defired- 
t    might  be   enaded,   ^'  that  whatfoever  conclu- 
*    /ion  was  taken  by  his  Majefly,  with  advice  of 
the  Archbifhops  and  Bifhops,  in  matters  of  ex« 
^    temal  policy,  the  fame  ihould  have  the  power 
^   and  ftrength  of  an  ecdefiaftical  law."     But 
^podwood  tells  us,  that    the    Biihops  intercede 
Hg,  humbly  intreated  that  the  article  might  be 
t^etter  confidered,  as  in  making  ecdefiaftical  laws, 
they  laid,  the  advice  and  confent  of  preft>yter8 
"^ns  alio  required  :  Upon  which,  the  King,  with 
vuich  reludance,  agreed  that  the  aiticle  fhould 
pb  in  this  form,   ^^  that  whatever  his  Majefty 
^  liould  determine  in  the  external  government 
"  of  the  church,  with  the  advice  of  the  Arch- 
*^bi(liops,  Biftiops,  and  a  competent  number  of 
"  die  miniftrv,  fhould  have  the  ftreneth  of  a 

So 
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LETTER  So  far  were  the  Bifliops,  wc  fee  by  thefe 
}LIV.  inftaxices,  from  humouring  or  flattering  the  Kift^ 
in  all  his  propofals,  as  a  few  malignanis  £iUd« 
upbraided  them;  and  fo  cautious  were  they 
this  laft  inftance,  not  to  ftretch  the  prerogati 
inherent  in  their  chara£ter,  to  too  great  a  heigU 
above  their  brethren  of  the  lower  clergy.  Fo%« 
however  willing  they  might  be,  for  the  fake  ^ 
pea(ce,  to  admit  their  prefbyters  to  fome  (hare  »- 
'  legiilative  power,  they  could  not  but  know 
in  the  primitive  and  uncorrupted  ages  this 
neither  demanded  nor  pradifed.  There  Wi 
many  councils  or  church-afTemblies  held  th 
where,  tho'  prefbyters  might  be  prefent, 
was  not  always  the  cale,  they  neither  fought 
were  allowed  a  decifive  vote,  nor  was  their 
lent  required  to  give  fandion  to  any 
however  much  their  advice  might  be  aiked 
ibme  circumftances,  and  from  perfonal  coniid 
tions.  Whether  the  condefcenfion  of  our 
/hops  at  this  time,  in  thus  parcelling  out  their  .  ^ 
giflative  authority  among  their  inferiors,  anfwer  ^ 
any  good  end  now,  or  produced  any  good  ^ 
icQt  afterwards,  is  a  queflion  to  be  determine 
by  events,  not  by  arguments ;  and  they  themfelinfli 
foon  faw  the  difagreeable  confequences  of  what 
th^y  had  done.  For  the  article,  even  thus  mo» 
dified,  was  taken  hold  of  by  a  few  malecoa- 
tents  among  the  minifters  to  raife  a  clamour,  at 
if  the  whole  fabric  of  the  church  was  to  be  de^ 
moliihed  at  once :  And  to  fuch  a  height  did  thief, 
carr^  their  inconfiderate  zeal^  that,  while  the 
parliament  was  fitting,  they  drew  up  a  pratc& 
tation  againfl:  paffing  the  article  into  a  law,  pleads 
ing  the  purity  of  their  reformation,  the  iibcrtf 
and  tranquillity  of  the  church,  and  the  many  royal 

aflurancci 
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inccs  given  them,  that  no  innovation  or  al»  j  etthr 
yn  ihould  be  impofed  upon  them,  without  XLIV.- 
"evious  concurrence  of  the  whole  clergy,  con- 
in  a  General  Aifembly  of  the  church. 
:  thefe  protefters  and  their  modern  abettors, 
f  would  bear  to  be  reafoned  with,  might  be 

mind,  that  the  article,  as  admitting  ^  a . 
ipetent  number  of  the  minidry  into  coup- 
with  the  Kiiig  and  Bifliops,'^  was  no  in- 
ment  of  any  of  their  privileges,  nor  in  the 
oontradidory  to  their  darling  boaft  of  the 
of  the  reformation.  For  even  in  the  times 
greateft  purity,  when,  as  one  of  their  ca- 
imorians  fiourifhes  upon  it,  ^^  mercy  and 
:h,  righteoufnefs  and  peace,  had  never,  fince  ^^'** 
rift's  coming  in  the  ileih,  a  more  glorious 
sting  and  amiable  embracing  upon  eaxth  ;'* 
;h€n  it  was  ordained  by  an  aflembly  in  1562, 
it  no  minider  leave  his  flock  for  coming  to 
:  aflembly,  except  he  have  complaints  to 
ke»  or  be  complained  of,  or  at  lead  be  warn- 
thereto  by  the  Superintendent.**  And  in 
JT  aifembly  in  1563,  it  was  enafted^  ^  that 
le  have  place  to  vote  in  the  aflembly  but 
terintendents,  commifTioners  for  vifiting  the 
u,  and  minifters  brought  with  them,  pre* 
:ed  aa  perfons  able  to  reafon,  and  having 
rwledge  to  judge/'  Yea,  as  far  down  as 
oir  ^5769  ^^^  very  year  to  which  Pctric 
B  his  flaming  panegyric,  we  find  by  a  letter 
tbe  Chancellor,  Lord  Glammis,  to  Beza, 
t  had  been  tbe  cuftom  ever  fince  the  refor« 
Q,  for  the  Superintendents,  or  Bifhops,  as 
imis  calls  them,  who  were  flanding  and  ne- 
7  members  of  aflembly,  to  nominate  :\nd 
ttt  foch  minifters  a^  were  to  fit  in  aflembly 

with 
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3LKTTFR  with  thcm*  This  was  a  diftinguifhing  branch  ol 
XLIV.  Epifcopal  privilege  then,  and  was  reckoned  nc 
encroachment  on  the  liberty  and  unity  of  the 
church,  which,  Petrie  fays,  "  could  not  at  thai 
"  time  be  paralleled  by  the  bed  reformed  churchc: 
*'  in  other  places."  And  it  will  not  be  eafy  tc 
aflign  a  valid  reafon  why  the  Biihops  afterward 
fhiuld  not  enjoy  the  fame  privilege  of  calling  in 
to  their  confultations,  when  his  Majefty  propofe, 
any  thing  to  them  that  concenied  the  church 
fuch  minifters  as  they  knew  "  were  able  to  res 
**  fon,  and  had  knowledge  to  judge,"  which  ms 
very  well  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  what  ws 
meant  by  "  the  competent  number  of  the  vrz 
**  niftry"  fpecified  in  the  article. 

It  is  true,  after  Melvil's  levelling  fyftem  h 
been  rafhly  adopted,  the  former  orderly  cuftc^ 
foon  fell  into  defuetude,  and  every  fiery  forwaa 
orator  took  care  to  get  himfelf,  or  one  of 
own  temper,  pufhed  into  the  aflemblies,  with 
other  view  but  to  make  a  noile,  and  have 
glory  of  contending  with  the  civil  power, 
it  was  againfi:  that  kind  of  packed  and  pro 
cuous  meetings,  that  the  King  expreiTed  his  i 
gufl,  when  he  told  them,  that  ^'  to  have  mati 
*'  ruled  as  they  had  been  in  fuch  general  affi 
**  blies,  he  would  never  agree,  tho*  he  was 
**  againft  a  competent  number  of  the  gra 
**  and.  moft  learned  of  the  minifters  being  caU 
**  in  to  aflift:  the  Bifhops*  with  their  advice.*  ^- 
However,  the  proteftation,  tho*  it  difcovered  tl 
reftlefs  fpirit  of  the  contrivers,  was  not  prefefl 
ed :  And  the  King,  to  ftop  any  further  caviilifl 
on  the  fubjeft,  did  not  infift  on  having  the  a 
tide  brought  into  parliament,  as  neceffary  to  I 
enforced  by  that  fanilion.     Yet  fome  of  its  tnc 
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'^Oi^ni  oppofers   continued   to    make  an   outcry  lftter 
^ut  it,  and  the  famous  Caldervvood,  for  his  fin-  XLIV# 
guhr  obftinacy  and   infolence  on  the  occafion, 
^1^  himfelf  firft  imprifoned,   and  then  banifhed 
kingdom,   in  which  exile   he   remained,   till 
commotions  of  his  party    in  the  next   reign 
brought   him  again  on   the  ftage.     At  laft   the 
-K  ing  having,  in  fome  meafure,  tho'   not  fully  to 
*"  "      mind,  difpatched  the  bufmefs   for  which   he 
me  to   Scotland,  began  to  think   of  returning 
his  Englifh  capital,  and   having  called  the  Bi« 
fhops  and  principal  miniders    to  attend   him  at 
S  r«  Andrews,  and  put  them  in  mind  what  he  had 
ne  both  for  the   external  advantage  and  inter« 
order  of  the   church,  and   what  further  de- 
nt regulations  he  wifhed  to  be   introduced  a<« 
them,  he  gave  his  permiffion  to  the   meet- 
i^Xg  of  an   aflfembly   at  St.  Andrews  in  Novem- 
^<^  next,  and  fo   took  an  aifectionate  and  final 
i  ^ave  of  them. 

When  the  day  came  for  the  affembly's  meet- 
'» ^f^g,  and  all  were  convened,  the  Archbiftiop  of 
St.  Andrews,  as  Prefident,  exhorted  them,  for  the 
glory  of  God,  the  honour  of  the  gofpel,  and  their 
oixm  good,  to  take  a  prudent  courfe,  and  not  to 
^.\  thwart  the  King's  good  intentions,  by  courting 
^  tUe  vain  applaufe  of  a  factious  few.  Yet  the  al- 
fembly  thought  the  matters  laid  before  them  of 
{uch  importance,  that  they  judged  it  proper  to 
defer  the  full  conclufion  of  moft  of  them  to  an- 
other meeting,  and  only  came  to  a  determina- 
^nofthefe  two  points,  ^' that  the  communion 
^  nugbt  be  adminidered  to  fick  perfons  in  pri- 
"  n\t  at  their  own  houfes  ;  and  that  the  minif- 
"  ten  in  the  public  celebration  of  the  Lord's  fup- 
-;  "I  "per,  ihould  give  the  elements  out  of  their  own 
^:J  VoL  II.  LI  "  hands 
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LFTTFR  "  hands  to  the  people.'*  The  King  waj 
XLIV.  from  being  pleafed  with  this  dilatory  way 
was  quite  contrary  to  what  he  was  made  tc 
that  befides  writing  two  fharp  letters  to 
Archbifliops,  he  fent  peremptory  orders 
Privy  Council,  for  inhibiting  the  paymei 
pend  to  any  of  the  contumacious  minifte: 
in  town  or  country,  till  they  (hewed  th< 
formity,  and  had  it  attefted  either  by 
mate  or  ordinary  Bifhop.  This  openc 
eyes,  and  brought  them  to  fuch  a  tem| 
they  were  fain  to  promife  compliance,  a 
ged  the  Primate  to  intercede  with  his 
for  them,  which  he  did  accordingly,  and  i 
•  a  conditional  revocation  of  the  alarmin 
Moft  of  the  next  fummer  was  taken  i 
this  bufinefs ;  and  in  the  diocefan  fynodi 
were  carried  with  reafonable  quietnefs,  a 
fdch  a  fair  profped  of  union  in  fentime 
at  the  joint  intreaty  of  all  the  Bifhops,  tl 
notwithftanding  of  what  he  had  lately  thr 
/  was  prevailed  with  to  give  way  to  anothc 
ing  of  affembly  in  Auguft  following. 

Accordingly  it  fat  down  at  Perth,  on  t 
of  Auguft  i6i8.  The  Lords  Haddingtc 
negy,  and  Scoon  were  his  Majefty's  con 
ers ;  and  here,  after  long  conference  anc 
deliberation,  the  five  articles  propofed  by  I 
two  years  before,  and  ferioufly  and  fr 
canvaiTed  (ince,  were  in  open  and  full  aflfeni 
t:luded  upon,  and  an  ordinance  made,  i« 

the  holy  facrament  be  received  meekl} 

vercntly  by  the  people  upon  their  ko 
*  That  if  any  good  chriftian  known  to 

tor,  be  by  long  vifitation  of  ficknefs  x 
**  reibrt  to  the  church  for  receiving  t 

"  com 
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•*  communion,  and   fhall   eameftly  defirc  to  re-  r.KTTPH 

**  cdve  the  fame  in  his  own  houle,  the  minirter  XLIV. 

"  fell  not   deny   him  fo  great   a  comfort,  l)ut 

"  ftall  adminifter  it  to  him,  with  three  or   four 

"  to  communicate  with  him,   according   to  the 

**  form  prefcribed  in   the   church.     3.  That  in 

"  cafes  of  great  need  and  danger,  the  minifter  fliall 

"  not  refufe  to  baptize  an  infant  in   a   private 

**  houfe,  after  the  form  ufed  in  the  congregation, 

**  and  ftiall,  on  the  firft  Lord's  day  after,  declare 

**  fuch   private  baptifm  to  the  people.     4.  That 

**  fer  (lopping  the  increafe  of  Popery,  and  fettling 

**  true  religion    in  the  hearts  of   people,    it   is 

**    thought  good  that  the  minifter  of  every  parifli 

'*    catechize  the  young   children  of  eight  years 

*    of  age  in  the   belief,  the  ten  commandments, 

^    and  the  Lord's  prayer,  and  that  children  fo  in- 

^^  ftruded  ftiall  be   prefented  to  the  Bifhop,  who 

■""^  Ihall  blefs  them  with  prayer  for  the   increafe 

^  ^  of  their  knowledge,  and  continuance  of  God's 

^  heavenly  graces  with  them.     5.  That  confider- 

"*    ing  how  the  ineftimable  benetits  of  our  Lord^s 

^    birth,  paftion,  refurrecllon,  afcenfion,  and  fend- 

^    ing  of  the  Holy    Ghoft,    were   commendably 

'*■  and  godly  remembrcd  at  certain  particular  days 

^*  and  times  by  the  whole  church  of  the  world, 

''*'  and  may  be  fo  no^v,  therciore  it  is   thought 

**  meet,  that  every  minifter  Ihull  upon  thd'e  days 

**■  make  commemoration  of  the  laid  ineltimable 

**  benefits  from  pertinent  texts  of  fcripiure,  fram- 

**  ing  his  dodrine  and  exhortation  thereto,  and 

^'  rebuking  all  fuperftitious   obiervatLon,.  and  li- 

**  centious  profanation  thereof.'* 

Thefe  articles  thus  concluded,  orders  were 
given  to  intimate  them  to  all  the  parifti-churches, 
^  the  miniftcrs  were  enjoined  to  inftruct  thdr 

I<  1  2  flocks 
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hTTTv.y  flocks  in  the  lawfulnefs  of  them,  and  to  exbn 
XLIII.  them  to  obedience.  Moil  of  them  indeed  obfei 
ed  the  injun&ion  :  But  the  fadious  and  fedidc 
party  paid  no  regard  to  it.  Thev  even  pubUfti 
calumnious  and  malevolent  libels,  both  agai 
the  articles  themfelves,  and  againft  the  com] 
tency  and  auihority  of  the  afTemblv  that  enad 
them*  *  And  becaufe  the  fynod  of  Dort  in  H 
land  did  about  this  time  pafs  fentence  upon  fi 
points  of  abilrule  theology  in  difpute  betwe 
the  Remonftrants  and  them,  our  malecontents  1m 
were  at  pains  to  make  people  believe  that  t 
Butch  fynod,  which  was  cried  up  as  a  ftaoda 
of  orthodoxy,  had  condemned  the  affembly 
Perth  and  its  five  articles,  and  by  that  meaj 
they  for  fome  time  foflered  the  ignorant  vute 
in  their  prejudices,  till  the  impofition  was  2 
covered,  and  the  authors  of  it  put  to  the  ihan 
they   deferved. 

As  this  fynod  of  Dort  was  much  fpoken  of 
the  time,  and  by  our   King's   countenancing 
with   the  prefence  of  fome  of  the  ableft  of  1 
divines,  came  in  a  few  years  to  pofTefs  no  fm; 
influence,   and   to  create   lafling  divifipns  in 
the  churches  in  his  dominions,  it  will  be  pro* 
that  we  take  fome  notice    of  it,   and   even 
back  a  little,  and  touch  at  the  caufes  that  o^ 
fioned  it.     The    reformation  made  its    firft 

*  Thefe  libels  no  fooner  appearedy  than  they  were  9xSw 
and  confuted,  by  two  eminent  writers  on  the  other  fsdCf  firl 
Dr  Datid  Lindlay  Bifhop  of  Brechin,  and  then  by  the  fingit' 
karoed  Dr  John  Forbes  profeflbr  of  divinity  at  Aberdeeov 
fon  to  the  worthy  Patrick  Forbes  of  Corfe,  the  then  Biib<^  oT 
SeCf  both  which  defences  are  fufficient  to  vindicate  the  lawful 
and  obligation  of  the  Perth-articles,  as  they  are  called,  froic 
the  noify  and  infignificant  clamours  that  erer  were,  or  erwr 
bci  raifod  tgaioil  them« 

pearai 
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Jttrancc  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  in  what  is  letttr 
oow  called  Holland,  according  to  the  Lutheran  XLIV. 
''Hxlel,  both  in  difcipline  and  dodrine.  Among 
other  dodrinal  tenets,  that  of  prededination  had 
k^Dg  been  much  aj3;ttated  in  the  Romilh  church, 
between  the  Dominicans  on  the  one  fide,  and  the 
Vanciicans  on  the  other.  The  Lutherans  too 
i^Tided  upon  this  article  :  The  rigid  part  of 
rftcm,  witn  Flaccius  Illyricus  at  their  head,  join- 
«1  the  Dominicans,  who  boafted  of  Thomas  Aqui^ 
as  and  the  great  St.  Auguftin  as  their  patrons : 
%ut  the  greater  number  followed  Melanchthon, 
ad  the  Greek  church,  upon  this  dark  and  dif- 
ntable  fubjed.  When  Calvin  came  firft  upon 
^t  ftage  d  action,  he  ftruck  out  a  way  for  him- 
sli,  which  neither  Auguftin  nor  Aquinas  had 
tiought  of,  by  fuppofing  that  God  had  laid  on 
ALdam  an  unavoidable  neceHity  of  falling  into 
\n  and  mifery,  in  order  that  he  might  fhew  his 
mercy  in  eleding  fome  few  of  his  pofterity,  and 
bis  juftice  in  the  abiblute  rejeftion  or  reproha- 
don  of  all  the  reft.  This  fcheme  appeared  fo 
Shocking  to  moft  of  the  Lutherans,  that  they 
cxpxefled  a  greater  readinefs  to  return  to  Popery, 
than  come  into  it.  Yet  Calvin's  difciple  arid 
facccflbr  Beza  improved  upon  it,  by  fixing  the 
decree  of  predeftination  before  the  fall,  'which 
Calvin  himfelf  had  placed  in  the  corrupted  mafs 
^  mankind,  as  viewed  after  it.  And  their  joint 
^Utthority  had  influence  enough  to  get  this  doc- 
trine, with  all  its  confequences,  and  without  ex« 
^mination,  received  and  cftabliOied,  not  only  at 
Gencira  their  metropolis,  but  even  by  degrees 
^nipoled  upon  all  the  reformed  churches  in  the 
t^^sm  Countries  where  the  French  Proteftants,  who 
all  Calvinifts,  had  any  footing. 

Yet 
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LFTTEP  Yet  there  were  numbers,  efpecially  in  the  p 
XLIV.  vince  of  Utrecht,  who  ftill  adhered  to  the  oft: 
fide  of  the  queftion,  and  could  not  digeft  Bes 
harfh  dodrine,  and  in  this  ftate  matters  coi 
nued  among  them,  without  any  great  ferment, 
the  time  that  Beza  lived.  But  foon  after 
death  in  1605,  People  began  to  fpeak  their  mil 
with  greater  freedom,  and  his  Supralaplarian  1 
tem  was  attacked  from  different  quarters, 
this  time,  the  well  known  Arminius  was  Profel 
of  Divinity  at  Leyden,  and  being  a  man  of  gr 
reputation  for  univerfal  learning,  and  acutendfi 
controverfial  management,  was  employed  to  c 
fend  the  eftablifhed  dodrine  againft  the  rifix^  < 
pofition.  But  it  happened  to  him,  as  to  feve 
others  in  like  cafes,  that  upon  examining  ^ 
balancing  the  reafons  on  both  fides,  he  ^ 
brought  over  to  the  opinions  which  he  prop 
ed  to  confute,  and  became  a  keener  and  mc 
formidable  adverfary  than  any  that  had  yet  s 
peared  on  that  fide  of  the  queftion.  He  ^ 
immediately  taken  up  by  his  brother-profisfl 
Gomarus,  a  fierce  sluftere  man,  but  inferior  toi 
minius  in  every  thing  except  in  rigour  and  i 
nature.  Thus  the  flame  broke  out,  and  was  b 
up  with  mutual  violence  and  animofity.  Nm 
bers  of  learned  men  declared  for  Arminius,  a 
his  party  found  themfelves  fo  ftrong,  that,  abc 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1609,  they  prefenl 
to  the  States  of  Holland  a  writing,  which  tl 
called  a  Remonftrance,  and  from  which  d 
have  got  the  title  of  Remonftrants,  contain 
their  belief  upon  thefe  five  points,  i .  That  G 
in  eledion  and  reprobation  has  regard  to  b 
and  perfeverance  in  the  one,  and  to  unbelief  ^ 
impenitence  in  the  other.    2.  That  Jefus  D 
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for  all  men.    3.  That  by  the  affiftance  of  letter 
I  grace  the  commandments  of  God  may  be  XLIV, 

4.  That  this  grace  is  not  irrefiftible.  5. 
the  regenerate  may  fall  into  deadly  fin: 
I  oppofition  to  the  five  diftinguiftiing  te- 
f  rigid  Calvinifm,  abfolute  election  and 
ation,  the  irrefiftibility  of  grace,  the  im* 
ity  of  keeping  the  commandments,  the  cer- 
•rfeverance    of  the    regenerate,   and   that 

died  only  for  the  ele£t. 
as  to  allay  thefe  heats,  and  prevent  further 
ifj  that  the  States  of  Holland,  after  fome 
of  contention,  called  this  national  fynod  of 
which  decided  againft  the  Arminians,  but 
cither  convince  nor  filence  them.  How- 
'cafons  of  ftate  were  more  hurtful  to  the 
ian  caufe,  than  ftrength  of  argument.  In 
spublic  at  this  time  were  two  fa£kions.— - 
ce.  Prince  of  Orange,  whofe  family  had 
been  at  the  head  of  the  Proteftant  intereft, 
!ginning  to  claim  more  authority  than  was 
It  confident  with  the  conftitution,  and  on 
iccount  was  oppofed  by  Bameveldt  and 
18,  two  of  the  greateft  men  that  ever  Hol- 
ered. Thefe  two  favoured  the  Arminians, 
the  other  party  was  fupported  by  the  Prince 
Jige,  and  by  our  King  James,  who  fent  over 
op  and  fome  divines  to  attend  the  fynod, 
thout  taking  any  ihare  in  the  bufinefs  of 
y  the  fuperior  weight  of  this  influence  the 
ian  divines  were  fynodically  condemned, 
vcrely  treated  by  the  civil  power.  Barne- 
was  feized  and  beheaded  ;  and  Grotius  was 
bned  for  trial  in  a  caftle  belonging  to  the 
I  of  Orange,  but  fortunately  made  his  efcape, 

and 


undetermined.   ^The" 

by  our  reformers  in 

on  ihis  head  than  eve. 

•nd  tho'  it  fpealu,  in 

«nd  reprobate,  it  is  ft 

Beta's,  and  fuch  as  a; 

together  difapprore. 

mour  of  Puritanifm  ha 

Britain,  this  deciltoa 

laid  hold  on  as  a  pov 

moll  heterogeneous  al 

monarchy  was  called  : 

.  day  Arminianifm,  as  fo 

Aipplies   the  place  of 

many  who    know  litt 

means. 

To  this  foreign  affer 
malignanls  applied  fori 
ces  they  pretended  to 
wpacy  and  the  five  arti 
application  was  to  no  p 
meddled  with  nothing 
of^fpecuiative  divinity 
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h  the  title  of  reverend  Prelate  and  Lord  Bifhop.  letter 

This  alone  may  ihew  what  little  ground  the  ene-  XLIV. 

nies  of  Epifcopacy  either  then  or  fince  had  to 

Dpeal  to  the  fynod  of  Dort,  granting  its  autho- 

tj  to  have  been  more  deciilve  than  it  is,  upon 

at  queftion.* 

But  to    return  to    Scotland ;    the  articles    of 

nh  were  cordially  received  in   mod:  places  of 

t  kingdom,  except  in  Edinburgh,  where  a  few 

di  ci  clergy  and  laity  pretended  to   find  fault 

ith  fhem,  yet  were  fo  confcious  how  little  ground 

ere  was  for  their  difcontent,  that  when   they 

n  queftioned  about  it,  they  all  excufed  them* 

?cs,  and  mutually  blamed  one  another.     To  re- 

;dy  this  evil,  the  two  Archbifliops,  by  the  King's 

reftion,  gave  orders  to  the  Magiilrates  to  madke 

t  the  diviiion  of   the  town  into  feparate  pa- 

bei,  as  had  been  often  propofed,  and  to  provide 

<ur  other  minifters,  befides  thofe  that  were  in 

*  It  was  DOt  among  Proteftants  only  that  the  predeftioarian 
DtfOfcrfy  with  its  appendages  was  tofled  at  this  time.     The 
MBoifhy  under  their  common  head  the  Pope,  were  as  much  dl- 
led  aboot  it,  as  the  Protcihnts  were  in  all  their  diflerent  de- 
niottions.     Janfenius,  a  Spanifh  divine  of  Louvain,  who  was 
ik  Billiop  of  Ipres  in  1 635,  and  died  in  1 638,  appeared  about 
(time  on  Beza's  fide  of  the  doArinc,  with  as  much  ketnncfs 
any  Calvinift  of  them  all,  and  in  his  book,  called  Au^uftinus, 
!i  all  th^  lengths  that  either  Calvin  or  Beza  could  have  gone. 
iihe  other  hand  the  Jcfuits,  under  two  of  their  famous  doc- 
I  Lewis  Molina  and  Peter  Fonfcca,  took  up  the  oppoiite  tide 
the  ooedion  with  equal  liiffnefs  and  acrimony.     And  tho'  the 
fti  lucceflivcly  interfered,  and  ])ercmptorily  enjoined  filcncc 
00  both  parties,  without  venturing  to  decide  for  the  one,  for 
IT  of  dilobli^ing  the  otl;er,  yet  tlic  paper  war  continued  with 
fcienting  animolity  for  more  than  a  century,  and  the  Epithets 
Molinifts  and  JiinfcniiU  were  as  difguflful  to  the  community, 
^tt  hateful  to  one  ar.ot!xr  in  the  infallible  church  of  Ronic, 
"*  Arminians  and  Calvlnifts  were  or  could  be  in  tlie  Protef- 
>t  churches. 

Vol.  IL  M  m  prefciv 
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i.F-fTFR  prefent  lervice.  At  the  fame  time,  to  pici 
XLIV.  the  ufual  confequences  of  that  popular  licentioi 
nefs  vhtch  had  been  fo  long  indulged  in  I 
metropolis,  it  was  ordained  that  every  miniil 
fhouid  refide  in,  and  have  charge  of  his  own  | 
riih  ;  that  every  vacancy  fliould  be  fupplied  i 
the  prefcntation  of  the  town  council ;  that  t 
feveral  kirk-feffions  fliould  be  chofen  yearly! 
the  Magiftrates  and  minifters  for  the  particul 
pariflies,  and  that  the  footifli  and  indecent  cuftc 
of  the  people's  meeting  before  the  communion 
cenfure  their  minifters,  fliould  be  totally  laid  afi 
in  all  time  coming.  Thus  by  the  pious  caie 
the  King^  and  the  prudent  attention  of  the  1 
Ihops;  who  were  all  fenfible,  well-refpe£ted  xai 
things  went  on  calmly  and  regularly,  and  vn 
fuch  an  uniformity  of  fentiment,  that,  in  a  fi 
Parliament  held  in  1621  by  the  Marquis  of  H 
milton,  as  commiflioner  for  the  King,  the  afis 
the  Pcrlh-aflembly  were  ratified,  and  divers  oth 
conltiturions  for  the  good  of  both  church  ai 
Hate  propofed  and  enaclcd. 

But  of  all  the  inilances  of  the  King's  tend 
regard  for  the  peace  and  honour  of  the  chun 
Oi  Scotland,  none  was  more  confpicuous  than  I 
conflant  method  of  Riling  up  fuch  Bifliopricks 
ftll  vacant   in  his  time.     For  upon  every  fui 
event  he  appointed  the  Archbifliop  of  St.  Andnn 
to  convene   the  reli  of  the  Bifliops,  and  all 
them  to  name  three  or  four  whom  they  thoug 
fufliciently  qualified  for  that  high  oflice,  fo  u 
there  might  be  no  error  in  the  choice  which 
refer\ed  the  privilege  of  to  himfelf,  out  of  t! 
approved  lift.     This  was  keeping   up  fuch  a  I 
mony  between  the  rights  ot   the  church   on 
pnc  hand,  and  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown 
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the  oihcr,  now  that  they  were  fo  intimately  connec-  cetter 

ted  and  as  it  were  intermixed  with  one  another,  that  XLI  V» 

ndther  of  the  two  could  be  aggrieved,  either  by  ^ 

tftewdght  of  Royal  authority  bearing  hard  upon 

dif  freedom  of  the  one,  or  the  claim  of  total  ex* 

empcidn  encroaching  upon   the  dignity   of  the 

other.    And  if  any  failure  or  miflake  was  to  flip 

into  the  managemeiu  of  church  matters,  which 

the  greateft  caution  cannot  always  prevent,  the 

blame  would  by  this  means  fall  where  it  proper- 

ly  ought,  upon  thofe  who,  by   the  original  con- 

ftitution  of  the  church,   were  the  fpiritual  gcver- 

nors  of  it. 

While  the  King   was  thus   providing  for  the 
uiterefts  of  religion  at  home,  and  the  peace  and 
.  quiet  a[  his   own   fubjefts,  he    was   unavoidably 
cng^ed  in   a  quarrel  abroad,  by   means  of  his 
connexion  with    the    Eleclor  Palatine    of   the 
Rhiac,  who  had  married  his  only  daughter  Eli- 
%beth,  and  infatuated   by  a  ruinous   ambition, 
J^ad  brought  himfelf  and  family   into  the  great- 
eft diftrefs.     To  relieve   this   unfortunate  Prince, 
^  pve  fome  check  to  the  haughty  cruelty   of 
Ac  Auftrian   family,   a  war  with   Spain  was  re- 
fi^vcd  on,  and  to  Itrengthen  his   hands  for  car- 
17'Dg  it  on,  James  concluded  an  alliance  with 
'ranee,  by  propofing   a    marriage  between  the  ' 
Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Princefs  Henrietta^  the 
bleach  King's   fifter,  which  was  readily  agreed 
*o»   But   in  the  midft  of  thefe  preparations  for 
^  which,  however  neceffar)^,  was  very  contrary 
to  bis  pacific   difpofition,   the   King  was  feized 
^th  a  flight  touch   of  the  gout,  and    then  fell 
^to  an  ague,   which  in  four  or   five  fits  carried 
^  out  of  this  world,  on  the   27th  of  March 
'6*5i  after  he  had   reigned  over  England  twen- 

M  m  2  ty 
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LETTEP  ty  two  years,  and  over  Scotland,  from  his  i 
XLIV.  ther's  death,  thirty  eight.  Without  regard  to 
many  various  opinions  that  have  been  fon 
of  this  firft  monarch  of  Great  Britain,  it  ] 
juftiy  be  faid,  that  to  every  fmcere  lover  of 
clefiafticai  order  and  purity,  his  memory  wil 
precious :  And  no  peribn  who  reads  his  hi(] 
without  prejudice,  can  well  deny  him  the  i 
rafter  which  has  been  often  given  him,  of  ^^ 
ibe  Peaceful   and  the  Juji. 

I  am,  &c. 
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LETTER       XLV. 


^cceJJiQn  of  Charles  L Situation  of  Affairs  in 

England A  Liturgy  propofed  for  Scotland 

■ — And  an  A61  of  Revocation  or  Surrendry  of 

'^  Church  Lands Both  oppo/ed  by  a  difcon-- 

imed  Party The  King  viftts  Scotland^  and 

^€as  the  Bifhoprick  of  Edinburgh He  autho^ 

^tet  a  Book  of  Canons^  and  confents  that  a  Li^ 
^U  *^  prepared  for  the  Scottifl^  Church^-^-^ 
Proceedings  in  that  Affair. 


ON  the  death  of  James,  his   only  furviving  a.d.  1615. 
fon  and  heir  Charles  was  immediately  pro-* 
^^^laimed,  with  the  ufual  folemnities  in  both  king- 
doms, and  began  a  reign,  the  moft  difaftrous  in 
^e  latter   part  of  it,   and  moft  tragical  in  the 
•^nclufion,  both  to  church  and  ftate,  that  is  to 
^  met  with  in  the  Britifh  annals.     His  firft  pub- 
^tranfa&ion   was  folemnizing  his  marriage  with 
^  Princefs  Henrietta  of  France,  which  had  been 
^pecd  upon  in  his  father's  lifetime:    And   this 
^^^mucftion  with  one  of  the  Popifh  religion,  tho* 
othcrwife  a  Princefs   of  great  virtue  and  good 

fenfe. 
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LETTER  fenfe,  may  be  faid  to  have  laid  the  foundat 
XLV.  of  the  many  troubles  in  which  he  was  afterwa 
involved.  As  foon  as  the  parliament  met, 
Houfe  of  Commons,  among  other  grievanc 
took  concern  in  matters  of  religion,  and  it 
moned  a  Mr.  Montague  before  them,  for  h 
ing,  in  a  book  which  he  had  publifhed  at  i 
late  King's  command  againft  the  Papifts^  warpi 
as  they  thoueht,  towards  Popery  and  Armini 
ifm,  thus  artniUy  clafTmg  together  thefe  t 
heterogeneous  denominations,  and  detignipg 
throw  odium  on  the  one,  by  fuch  a  malev^ 
c(mjun£tion  with  the  other.  Succeeding  parliams 
went  on  in  the  fame  ftrain,  till  at  ladl  they.i 
dermined  and  deftroyed  that  very  Church  of  £ 
land  which  at  firft  they  artfully  pretdided  to  i 
port  and  defend.  The  Commons  would  pafs 
money-bills,  nor  grant  any  fubfidies,  till  the  K 
fhould  redrefs  what  they  were  pleafed  to  < 
grievances,  and  confent  to  fuch  alterations  in. 
religious  eftablifliment  as  they  from  time  to  ti 
fhould  point  out  to  him.  So  that  by  the  i 
gencies  of  government  he  was  driven  to  th] 
himfelf  on  the  benevolence  of  his  people  by  i 
of  loan,  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  firft  parRaja 
tary  grants  ;  and  to  defire  the  clergy  ^n  their 
veral  diflrids  to  encourage  the  chearful  can 
bution  of  this  loan  as  much  as  they  could* 
this  occafion,  however  much  the  court  mi 
have  erred  in  bearing  hard  on  thofe  liriio 
fufed  to  lend,  it  certainly  was  equally  wroiig  ; 
arbitrary  in  the  Commons  to  revile  thole  i 
were  willing,  and  to  cenfure  the  preachers  \ 
thought  it  their  duty  to  recommend  it.  ] 
was  this  the  only  oppofition  which  the  Kiftg  ] 
with  from  the  Puritan  party,  even  in  the  bl!( 
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■ing,  and  apparently  peaceable  part  of  hi&  reign,  lihtfr 
The  five  articles  of  rigid  Calvinifm,  eftablimed  XLV. 
m  the  fynod  of  Dort,  had  made  their  way  over  t/'WJ 
to  England,  and  found  encouragement  even  a- 
mong  feme  of  the  Epifcopal  clergy,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  then  Primate,  Dr.  George  Ab- 
bot, who,  tho'  not  an  open  efpoufer,  was  a  fe- 
cret  favourer  of  them.     This  awakened  the  at- 
tention of  the    other  Bifliops  and  clergy,  who, 
Tf)  prevent  the  flame   from  rifing  to  too   great  a 
hdght,  procured  the   reprinting  the  thirty   nine 
aitscles,  with  a  declaration  from  the  King  at  the 
Head  of  them,   in  which  he  ^'  prohibits  all  pub- 
•*  lie  difputations  on  thefe  dark  points,  and  or- 
•*  den  all  fuch  difputes  to  be  (hut  up  in  God's  pro- 
•*  mifes,  &c.*'     Upon  this   the  Calvinift  feftion 
%<»k  fire,  and  exclaimed  bitterly  about  Arminian-^ 
xfin,  and  againft  the  cruel  reftraint  laid  on  them 
^Tom  preaching   the  fweet    faving    doctrines    of 
Cjod's  free  grace  in  eledion  and  predeftination, 
and  from    executing  their    commiilion,  by    de- 
claring the  whole  eounfel  of  God,     The  Com- 
nions  too  in  their  next  fefllon  took   up  this  con- 
troverfy,  and  in  direck  oppofition  to  the  King's 
^declaration,  were  bold  enough  to  pronounce  on 
^He  tnife  of  the  thirty  nine  articles,  by  this  de- 
claration of  their  own ;  "  We  the  Commons  in 
^*  Parliament  aifembled,  do   claim,    protcft,  and 
**  avow  for  truth  the  fenfe  of  the  articles   of  re- 
**  Ggion   eftablilhed    by    Parliament  in  the  thir- 
**  teenth   year  of  (^.  Elizabeth,  which  by  thca^^pV^V 
**  public  aft  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  by 
**  the    general    and    current  exposition    of  the 
**  miters  of  our   church,   have  been    delivered 
^  unto  us  :  And  we  rejed   the  fenfe  of  the  Je- 
^  fuits  and  Arminians  wherein  thev  differ  from 

"  us/^ 
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LETTF.n  **  US***  It  was  fuTcly  a  bufmefs  quite  foreign 
XLV.  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  decide  fo  peremptoi 
in  a  controverfy  where  the  moft  learned  clei 
were  divided,  and  where,  as  their  profeifions  i 
not  qualify  them,  fo  neither  did  .their  comn 
fions  empower  them  to  enquire  or  determi] 
However,  the  King's  declaration,  notwithftar 
ing  the  clamour  againfl  it  at  that  time,  t 
flood  its  ground  ever  fmce,  and  appeared  in 
original  pofition  at  the  head  of  the  thirty  iv 
articles,  in  every  edition  of  them  to  this  day. 
much  was  it  the  misfortune  of  this  good  man, 
be  reviled  and  contradicted  in  things,  in  whi 
his  fuccefTors,  even  acknowledged  Proteflants  a 
deliverers  from  Popery,  have  copied  after 
precedent,  and  met  with  no  oppolition. 

About  this  time,  offence  was  alfo  taken  at 
viving  the  obfervance  of  fome  decent  rites  s 
ceremonies,  which,   as   having   been  of  primit 
practice,   had  been  retained   at  the  Reformatio 
but  afterwards  laid   afide  or  neglected,  from ' 
fanciful    fear   of    fuperftition.     But    that  wh 
raifed  the  loudeft  outcry,  was  the  King's  publi 
ing  a  declaration,  allowing  and  almoil  enjoin; 
the  ufe  of  certain  fports  and  recreations  on 
Sunday  afternoons,  at  the  clofe  of  evening  prayi 
Such  an  indulgence  had  been  granted  by  auti 
rity  in  his  father's  time,  but  for  whatever   i 
fon,    had    not  been  much   either    obferved 
found  fault  with.     The  revival  of  it  now  opei 
the  ny}uth$,  and  employed   the  pens  of  all 
partizans  of  Geneva  in  England,  tho'  it   is  c 
tain  that  even  in  Geneva  itfelf,  at  the  beginn 
of  their  reformation,  and  for   many  years  all 
they  were  not  fo   ftrid    in  this  article  as   tl 
friends  in  Britain^  but  permitted  all  manner 

lav 
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lawful  amufements,  and  many  works  of  necef-  LEttfiR 
farj  labour  on  the   Sunday,  provided    that  the  XLV. 
people  gave  attendance  in  the  church  at  the  time  ^^^^^^"^ 
appointra.     Yet,   *'  this   declaration,  as  Mr.  Col-  Hia.  volji 
•*  licr  obferves,  whether  on  the  fcore  of  indulg- p- 75*- 
••  ing  too  much  liberty,  or  of  difpenfing  with  a 
••  late  aft  pafled  in  the  firft  parliament  of  this 
**  leign,  was  not    well  received,  and  gave  the 
^*  people  a  further  difguft  at  the-  adminiltration  : 
And    fome   of    the  clergy  who  fcrupled  the 
reading  of  it  in  their  churches,  were  fufpended 
by  their  ordinaries,  and  profecuted  in  the  High 
**  Commiflion  :  Thefe  rigours,  tho*  not  very  fre- 
^*  quent,  heightened  the  complaint,  and  diflerved 
**  the  government  both  in  church  and  ftate.'* 

Thus    matters  -ftoodf  in  England  during    the 
firft  eight  or  nine  years  of  this  unhappy  reign : 
A  period    full    of  fecret  murmurings    and  dis- 
contents, hatched   originally  by  the    remains  of 
the  Pdritan    fa£bion,  and  foftered  by  the  con- 
nivance or   remiffnefs  of  even  fome  of  the  Bi- 
ftops  and  clergy,  fuch  as  Abbot  of  Canterbury 
^nd  Williams  of  Lincoln,  and  a  few  more  lead' 
^  men  among  them.     From  this  fhort  view  of 
toe  difpofition  of  the  neighbouring  church,  let 
^  now  return  to  the  fltuation  of  our  own  af- 
fjurs  at  home,  where  we  fhall  foon  find  commo^ 
tioQs  burfting  forth  to   an  amazing    degree  df 
<H^  violence :  and  that  violence  abetted  and  en- 
;ed    by  the   powerful  concurrence  of  the 
„  Ji  malecontents.     When  King  James  died, 
"c  left  our  matters,  outwardly  at  leaft,  and  to 
^Ppeanince,  peaceably  fettled  both  in  church  and 
y^tt.     A  regular  Epifcopacy  by  canonical  con- 
secration had  been  admitted  by  the  General  Af- 
''^nibHes  of  the    church,  and  confirmed  by  un- 
Vol.  11.  N  n  quedionablc 
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..,..-...»ujie  ads  of  parliament.     The  five  art'::.  ^  -,- 
.vfch,  after  full  and    free  debate,  had 
.,.^» »:  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  and  for  feme  y* 
t»..iC'nnly  pradifed,  except  by  a  very  few  o(  «he 
tiTtrior  clergy,  who    fhewed   as   much    fupec^ii- 
dcn  in  oppofing,  as  ever  was,  or  could  be 
in  defending    the  decent  rites  of  primitive 
t^uity.     The  King  had  claimed,  and  was  alIo%^^ 
a  certain  meafure   of  ecclellaflical   fupremacy.^..  o^ 
power,  with   advice   of  the  liifliops  and  fuch    :^- 
nifters  as   he   fliould  choofe  for  that  purpofe^      tp 
difpofe  of  and  regulate   the  externals  of  ecdC  ^' 
aflical  polity,  which  power   he  h^d  always  e^^^- 
cifed  in  fuch   a  way  as  gave  offence  to  none   ^^^ 
thofc  who  were  refolved  to  be  offended   at  ^9^1 
thing   that  a  King  (hould   do  in  thefe  matt^^''- 
The  Bifliops  too  were  pious  and  prudent 
and  by   the  method  which   he   took  in  the 
mination  of  them,    were  well    acquainted  wi 
and    mutually  agreeable    to  one  another. 
Archbifliop   of  St.  Andrews,  Spotfwood,  for 
good  fenlc  and  fmgular  moderation,  had  been 
ways  a  particular  favourite  with  King  James.- 
The  pthcr   Archbiftiop,  Law   of  Glafgow, 
likcwife  a  valuable  man  for  his  learning  and  otfa:-  "^ 
Kpifcopal  accomplifhment^.     The  fee  of  Abcrdc^^|l 
.was  filled  with  the   famous  Patrick    Forbes    ^^ 
Corfe,  who  in  the  48  th    year  of    his   age 
prevailed  upon  to  take  orders,  and  was  firft 
ter  at  Keith  for  fix  years,  and  then  in  161 8  mai 
Bifhop  of  Aberdeen,  in  which  ftation  he  gaini 
the  elteem  of  all  ranks,   and  died  univerfaily  r^^ —  ,« 
gretted  in  1635.     The  reft  of  the  fees   werea^^^ 
full.     John  Guthry   was  Bifhop  of  Moray,  Da  ^^. 
vid  Lindfay  of  Brechin,  Adam  Ballenden  of  Dun-*'^^^ 
blain,  Alexander  Lindfay  of  Dunkeld,    Patrick':::^^ 

Lindfay 
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lindfay  of  Rofo,  John  Abcrnethy  of  Caithhcfe,  l^»!ttfr 
€corgc  Graham  of  Orkney,  Andrew  Lamb  of  XLV* 
G^Uowzjy  Andrew  Boyd  of  Argyle,  and  Thomas 
Kttox  of  the  liles. 

Thus  was  the  Church  of  Scotland  quietly  and 
rqjularly  governed  at  the  time  of  King  James's 
doth,  very  much  no  doubt  to  his  fatisfadion, 
vho  had  done  fo  much,  and  ftruggled  fo  long, 
to  accomplifh  this  defireable  end,  and  to  brin^ 
the  church  in  his  native  kingdom  as  fiear  as  pof- 
fflrfc  to  a  conformity  with  the  church  of  Enff- 
laad,  with  which,  the  more  he  was  acquainted, 
lie  declared  he  was  ftiil  the  better  pleafed.— ^ 
Tet  there  remained  one  flagrant  defect  in  that 
pbn  of  uniformity  which  he  fo  ardently  wifhed 
£v  between  the  two  churches,  and  that  was,  the 
^rifiblc  barenefs  of  the  worfhip  in  our  church,  for 
"^vant  of  a  public  and  authorifed  liturgy  or  form 
of  coinmon  prayer,  whereby  every  minifter  was 
Wt  to  the  freedom  of  his  own  conceptions,  and 
to  tbeeffufions  of  a  fpirit  not  always  the  mod 
orderly  or  pacific,  lie  had  indeed  attempted  to 
moedy  this  inconvenience,  which  himfelf  in  his 
ovn  perfon  had  oft  felt  the  fruits  of,  by  pro- 
pofing  and  procuring  an  a£b  to  be  paifed  in  a 
GtQcnl  Aflembly  at  Aberdeen  in  Auguft  1616, 
that  a  liturgy  or  form  of  common  prayer  fhould 
Ix  compofed  for  the  ufe  of  the  church  ;  and  to 
{ttve  the  way  for  the  more  cordial  reception  of 
tt,  he  gave  orders  next  fpring,  that  the  Engliih 
Iktogy  fliould  be  daily  ufed  m  his  own  chapel 
'9  Holyroodhoufe  from  that  time  forth.     Accord- 

Sy  a  form  was  drawn  up  and  fent  to  the 
g,  who,  after  a  ferious  perufal  of  it  by  com- 
pctCBt  judges,  gave  it  his  approbation,  and  re- 
tomcdit  to  be  properly   digefted,  and    recora- 

N  n  2.  mended 
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JETTER  ^mqnded  to  public  ufe.  Which,  as  matters  th.  j 
^LV,  flood,  would  in  all  probability  have  taken  eflfe»  -^ 
if  the  breach  with  Spain,  and  his  own  deas^. 
which  happened  not  long  after,  bad  not  unfof" 
tunately  interrupted  the  fuccefs  of  the  bufin»j 
fit  that  time. 

In  this  pofture  of  affairs  the  prefent  King  fuKji 

ceeded  to  the  crown,  and  inheriting  his  faiher  ^a 

^eal  for  the  chnrch  of  England,  had   it  equaV ^ 

at  heart    to  unite  his   three  kingdoms    in  o. « 

form   of  public  worfhip.     But  being  embara^S 

with  the  Spanifh  war,  which  the  laft  Parliam 

of  King  James  had  entailed  upon  him,  and 

gaged  on  his  own  account  in  a  new    ruptiz= 

with  France,  he  was  not  in  a  proper  conditi 

for  the  firfl  four  years  to  profecute  the  und^H 

taking.     At  laft,  having  extricated  himfelf  out 

thefe  political  difficulties,  and  being  now  at  Icifi 

to  attend  to   other   things,  he  thought  fit  to 

the   Scottifh  Bifhops  in  mind  of  his   father's 

folution,   and  prcflcd  them  to  fet  about  the  b 

nefs   of  the  liturgy   with  the  ulmoft  applicati 

Upon  this   they  fent  up  Dr.  John  Maxwell,  th 

one  of  the  mmiflers   of  Edinburgh,  and  aft( 

wards  Bifhop  of  Rofs,  who  waiting  on  his  MT  - 

jefly  to  know  his  pleafure,  was   by  him  dired^^ 

to  Dr.  Laud,  at  that  time  Bifhop  of  London, 

much  in  the  King's  confidence  for  his  piety 

careful  attention   to   church  order.     After  n 

conferences  on  the  fubjefk,  Bifhop  Laud  gave  "=^ 

as  his  opinion,   **  that  if  his  Majefly  would  har^ 

*'  a  form  of  worfhip  in  Scotland  different  fron^ 

^^  what  they   had  already,  it  were  befl   to  tab^ 

^^  the  Englifh  liturgy  without  any  variation,  tha0 

^'  fo  the  Tame  fervice  book  might  pafs  thro'  all^ 

y  his  Majefly 's  dominions."    To  which  Dr.  Ma:i^- 

vcll 
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^  replied^   ^^  that  the  Scots  would  be  better  letter 
^plcafed  to  have  a  liturgy  of  their  own,  but  XLV. 
^  fuch  an  one    as  (hould  come  near  to  the  Eng- 
^  hlh  book  both  in  matter  and  form  ;  becaufe," 


4C 


lie    urged   in  name    of  the  Scotch  Bifhops, 
^  a  liturgy   made  by  thcmfelves,  and  in    fome 
^  things  diflfereat  from  the  Englifh  fervice,  would 
•*  be  moft  acceptable  to  their  countrymen,  whom 
they  found  very  jealous  of  the  leaft  dependence 
on  the  church  of  England."  This  difference  of 
opnion  brought  the  caufe  before  the  King,  who 
lariog  weighed  the  arguments  on  both  fides,  de- 
dared  for  the  Englifh  book.     This  happened  in 
i6a^,  and  here  the  buflnefs  refted  till  four  years 
after,  when  we  (hall  hear  more  of  it.      In  the 
mean  time,  we  muft  take  notice  of  another  af- 
&ir   which  employed  the  Kind's  thoughts,  and 
niay  be  confidered  as  a   principal  caufc  of  the 
diftuibances  which  followed. 

During  the  late  King's  minority,  the  greater 
part   of  the   lands  belonging   to   the    cathedral 
churches  and  religious  houfes,  which   at  the  re- 
fonnation  fell  to  the  crewn,  and  were  annexed  to 
It  by  z&  of  Parliament,  had  been,  by  the  artful 
contrivance  of  Murray  and   the  other  Regents, 
paicelled  out  among  the  great  men  of  the  king- 
dom, to  fix  them  to  the  reforming  fide.     Num- 
bers of  the  old  nobility  had  got  furreptitious  gifts 
of  Game  of  thefe  lands  ;  and  what  remained  were 
Qoftly  beftowed  upon  younger  fons  of  great  fa- 
luEcs,  and  other  ravourites,  who  from  this  fettle- 
nott  were   called  "  Lords  of  the  new  ereftion," 
foch  as  Torphichen,  Blantyre,  Lindores,  Balme- 
rioo,  Kinlols,  and  others ;  fo  that  little  or  no- 
ting remained  to  the  crown  of  what,  by  the 
reformed  conftitution,  ought  to  have  belonged  to 
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UTTER  it  only.  This  had  been  long  complained  df 
XLV.  a  heavy  lofs  to  the  Sovereign,  and  at  thefti 
time  a  ptodigious  grievance  to  the  genei^iity 
the  nation.  For  thefe  men  being  now  pdffdB 
of  the  church  lands,  with  the  regs^ties  and  tytH 
which  had  belonged  to  the  old  ecclefiaftic  6  : 
porations,  lorded  it  with  much  avarice  and  ii^ 
lence  over  the  inferior  gentry,  who  held  of  th- 
in their  newly  acquired  territories,  and  kiipt 
poor  peafants  in  a  mod  miferable  vaflalage 
fubjedion.  The  condition  of  the  parochial 
gy  under  thefe  maflers  was  equally  wretched  mz 
fervile  :  For  inftead  of  receiving  the  tythes  of  ♦ 
parifli  originally  fettled  upon  the  cure,  they  Im: 
only  fome  pitiful  fum  in  name  of  ftipetid  p9B 
them  by  their  new  Lords,  which  for  the  vol'^ 
part  was  not  eafy  to  be  extorted  out  of  fau 
avaridous  hands. 

King  James  intended  to  have  revoked  thefe  Ei 
poveriming  grants ;  but  falling  into  years  sJ 
troubles,  he  left  the  profecution  of  this  bufis^ 
to  his  fon  and  fucceifor  :  Who  finding  himfS 
pinched  for  want  of  moifey  by  the  refraftory  b 
mour  of  his  Engliih  Parliaments,  was  advifed  1 
his  Scottifh  council  to  refume  into,  his  oWn  baiM 
thefe  lands,  tythes,  and  regalities,  which  the  p^ 
fent  occupants  could  pretend  no  other  title  C^ 
but  the  unjuft  ufurpation  or  fraudulent  acquifkic 
of  their  predeceffors.  To  effeft  this,  he  rcfblr"; 
upon  an  a£t  of  revocation,  and  for  that  purpt^ 
grants  commiflion  to  the  Earl  of  Annandale  wt 
Lord  Maxwell,  afterwards  Earl  of  Nithfdale^  i 
hold  a  Parliament  in  Scotland  for  contribution  I 
money  and  (hips  againft  the  Dunkirkers,  wit 
&cret  inftru£dons  to  Maxwell  to  get  the  a£t  c 
revocation  pafled,  if  he  found  it  pradicable.     Bil 

wb^ 
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1  come  to  Berwick,  Maxwell  was  informed  letter 
bis  chief  errand  being  known,  had  put  all  XLV, 
burgh  in  an  uproar,  and  that  a  rich  coach, 
1    he  had    fent    before    him    to  Dalkeith, 
)een  broken   to   pieces,  and  the  horfes  kil« 
f  the  mob,   who  regretted  that  they  could 
erve   the    mafter  the  fame  way.      Things 
in    this    fituation,   it    was    fuggefted    to 
king  by   Sir    Archibald  Atchifon,  Solicitor 
a!  for  Scotland,    "  that  the  zGt  of  revo- 
ion   had   been    reprefented   by    thofe   that 
re  like  to  be   fufiferers   under  it,  as  princi- 
ly  intended  to  revoke  all  former  ads  for 
vpreffing   Popery  and  fettling  the  reformed 
igion,  and   therefore  it  would  not  be  fafe 
proceed  further  in  it  :  But  that  a  commif- 
n 'might  be  iflfued  under  the  great  feal  of 
xidand,  for  taking  the  furrendries  of  all  fuch 
periorities  and  tythes  within  the  kingdom  at 
8  Majefty's  pleafurc,  and  that  fuch  as  refufed 
fabmit  might  be  impleaded  one  by  one,  he- 
lming with  fuch  of  the  occupants  as  might 
thought  moft  willing    to   yield,    or    lead 
le  to  contend :  In  which   cafe  he  could  af- 
re  his  Majefty,  that  having  the  laws  on  his 
le,   the  courts  of  juftice  mud  and  would  pafs 
Igment  for  him."     This  propofal  was  agreed 
ind  a  comniiflion  of   furrendry  accordingly 
i  the  Great  Seal  on  the  26th  of  Jxine  1627. 
pon  this  legal  authority  the  profecutions  were 
n  and  carried  on  to  the  King's  advantage  fo 
hmlly,    that  fome  of  the  impleaded  parties 
g  tail  in  the  fuit,  and  the  leil  feeing,  that 
they  could  raifc  the  people  againft  the  King, 
could  not  raife   them  againft   the  laws,  it 
thought  the  befl  and  fafeft  way  to  compound 

the 
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JLETTER  the  bufihefs.  Accordingly  in  the  year  1630, 
2LV.  miffioners  were  chofen  and  fent  up  to  Loi 
with  the  Lord  Napier,  then  treafurer-depute,  s 
head  of  them,  who,  after  a  long  treaty  wit 
King,  did  at  laft  agree,  that  the  comin 
fhould  go  on  as  formerly,  and  that  all  fucl| 
riorities  and  tythes  as  had  been  or  fhoid 
furrendered,  fhould  be  re-granted  by  the  ^ 
on  thefe  conditions,  "  that  they  who  hdc 
**  reditary  fheriffdoms,  with  power  of  life 
**  death,  fhould  quit  thefe  royalties  to  the  £ 
*'  That  they  fhould  give  their  tenants  perms 
^*  leafes  for  fome  certain  term,  for  encours 
**  the  improvement  of  the  country  :  That  p: 
**  provifion  fhould  be  made  for  augmentin 
**  flipends  of  the  clergy :  That  they  mould  di 
the  yearly  rents  referved  to  the  crown  by 
firfl  grants :  Upon  performing  of  which 
ditions,  their  eflates  fhould  be  fettled  upon  * 
by  aft  of  Parliament,"  It  might  haTc ' 
expefted  that  thefe  conceflions  and  abaten 
of  right  on  the  King's  fide  would  have  j 
univerfal  fatisfaftion,  efpecially  when  all  tba^ 
done  in  this  weighty  bufmefs  was  ratified 
confirmed  in  the  next  Parliament  in  1633. 
inferior  gentry  indeed  thought  themfelve 
fenfibly  obliged  by  thefe  furrendries,  that 
made  a  public  acknowledgment  to  the  Kin 
delivering  them  from  an  intolerable  bon< 
which  they  and  their  anceflors  had  groana 
der  ever  fince  the  reformation  :  And  the  pare 
clergy  were  no  lefs  tranfported  with  joy,  an* 
tolled  the  King  as  the  founder  and  proteft< 
their  churches.  But  this  fit  of  gratitude  dii 
lafl  long.  Within  a  few  years,  many  of  1 
who  had  been  thus  fignally  relieved,  both  c 
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tnd  laitf I  turned  againft  their  royal  benefeaor,  letter 
and  blindly  followed  their  once  arbitrary  patrons  XLV. 
into  rebellion,  thus,  as  Mr.  Collier  expreffes  it,  ^-^v^^ 
«  befides  making  themfelves  remarkable  for  their  "^Jjjf'" 
•  ingratitude,  proving  falfe  to  their  own  intereft, 
^  and  difcovering   both  trcafon  and  folly  at   the 
«famc  time."* 

On  the  other  hand,  the  difcontented  part  of  thefe 
forrenderers,  finding  both  their  power  and  profit 
much  curtailed  by  this  legal  tranfaction,  took 
hold  of  the  agitation  that  was  then  beginning 
about  a  liturgy,  and  made  that  a  pretence  to  flir 
op  the  people  and  mutinous  party  of  the  clergy 
^sdnft  the  Bifhops,  whom  they  looked  upon  with 
an  evil  eye  for  the  King's  favour  to  them,  in 
cxce|King  their  fuperiorities  and  rights  of  regality 
out  of  the  general  commiilion  of  furrendry.  The 
oSeoce  at  the  liturgy,  therefore,  was  but  a  de- 
vice of  Ibme  crafty  heads  to  draw  in  the  lower 
fi)rt  of  people,  who  are  eafily  wrought  upon  by 
leligious  clamour,  and  thereby  to  form  a  party 
to  enable  themfelves  to  execute  their  revenge  for 
tbe  diminution  of  their  worldly  honour  and  in- 
tereft. And  it  anfwered  the  defigned  end.  There 
^nxt  ftili  among  the  inferior  clergy  a  few,  whu 
continued  to  grumble  at  the  Perth-articles  as  not 
fluting  their  particular  humours,  and  even  enter- 
Uined  a  fecret  grudge  at  Epifcopacy  itfelf,  as 
bong  a  ftrong  and  ready  check  upon  their  un- 
ndyfpirits.     But  finding  that  the  prefent  King 

*  his  ftraage  to  obferve  how  much  (bme  of  the  nomioil  fuc- 
^At%  of theic  clergy  (llll  delight  ia  throuiog  odium  upon  the 
i^QQory  of  tills  unfortunate  King,  who  exurefTed  fach  an  af- 
ftSJODiiie  care  for  the  profperity  of  their  predeceHbrs,  and  upon 
^^  falutary  provifions  they  themfeUes  have  ail-along  founded 
^^  ttipendiary  cUims  of  prefent  alimso:  or  future  augmenu- 

Vol.  II.  O  o  WW 
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LETTFR  was  rcfolved  to  maintain  the  governmejit  vl 

XLV.  his  Royal  father  bad  cftabliflied,   they  faw  it 

dent  to  lie  quiet,  till  fome  favourable  oppon 

ty    ftiould  offer,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  inci 

the  number   of  their   profelytes,  wherever 

had  any   influence.     In  this   they  fucceeded 

too  well,  efpecially  in  Fife  and  the  Weft  coui 

the  two  capital  ftagcs  of  John  Knox's  relig 

knight-errantry,    where   his    memory   was  < 

and  a  portion  of  his  turbulent  Ipirit  ftill  ren 

ed.     In  thefe :  parts  the  minifters  ufed  to  ke 

fafton  the  firft  Sabbath  of  every  quarter,  of  wl 

they  gave  no  public  intimation,  but  only  in 

vate  defited  fuch   of  their  flocks  as  they  o 

confide  in,  to   obfcrve  the  folemnity.     And  li 

thefe  days  of  fefting,  they  ufed  in  their  fern 

to  throw  out  diftant  hints  about  the  danger  01 

ligion  from  Prelacy  and  its  dependencies,  ami 

their  prayer   to  fupplicate  for  remedy,  witl 

blefling   on    all   good   means    which  Provide 

fhould  afford  for  that  end.     This  was  a  prec 

freedom  peculiar  to   their  extempore  method 

praying,  and  of  which  a  pre-compofed  liturgy,! 

well  knew,  would  deprive    them.      No  woi 

that  they  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  hai 

their  godly  fervency  controuled  by  a  dead  in( 

form,  or  the  overflowing  of  their  mournful  he 

kept  in  from  praying,  as  they  faw  proper,  aga 

their  governors  in  church  and  ftate,  and  cal 

loudly  to  God  and  the  people  for  a  reformal 

of  what  they  fliould  be  pleafed  to  fay  was  an 

Yet  all  their  zeal  and   rhetoric  would   have 

little  effeft,  if  this  aftair    of  the  furrendry 

not  brought  over  a  confiderable   number  of 

nobility  to   their  party  :    among  whom  were 

Earls  of  Rothes,   Caffilis,  Lothian  and  Eglini 
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^"i:h  the  Lords  LinJlay,  Loudon  and  lialmcrlno.  iFtter 
"^1^"  lie  Bilhops  faw  well  enough  what  was  going  on  j  XLV. 
b^t  waited   in   patience  for  the  King's  coming 
Co  Scotland,  who,  they  hoped,  by  his  prefence 
afcad  prudence  would  fet  all   to  rights,  and  put 
'sliings  on  a  more  peaceable  footing. 

At   laft   the  general  expedation  of  the   royal 

^w'ifit  was  gratified.     On  the  13th   of  May  1633 

xlie  Kong  fet  out  from  London,  and  by  eaiy  jour* 

x^ies  came   to   Dalkeith   on   the   9th   of  June.'* 

Kext  day   he  entered  Edinburgh  in  great  po-.np, 

sind  upon   the    iSth  was  folcniniy    cros.vned   by 

^rchbiihop  Spotfwood  in  the  Abboy-klrk  of  IIo- 

lyroodhoufe.     Ten  days  after  the  coronation,  tlie 

Parliament   fat  down,   and  bcfides  raufyin^>    the 

commillion  of  furrendries,  paffed  two  ads  relative 

to  the  church,  the  one   continuinj^  a   provilion 

niadein    1609,   but   which  determined  wirh  ilie 

life  of  the  late  King,    "  that  the  pow-T   of  prc- 

^^  fcribing  the  habits  of  churchmen  lli)uld  reiniia 

*  The  difqontenied   party  h.ivin^r  l^-for'.hiind   drawn  u])  and 

^nUcribed  a  petition  to  the  King  'ind  Pciinainciic  for  rc-livf^  ct 

yicwoccs,  thoy  give  it  to  their  leader  the  PI  11!  of  R  hIum,  loflr.w 

'tloihsKing  ill  private,  ind  in  ;i  rmnn^r   llcnl  his  ap|>r.'biU'»rt 

^fit,  before  it  ftiould  be  picfented  in  pu!>!ic.     For  ..-his  cmU  H.'>- 

tHes  went  to  Dalk/cfthy  and  im;urtci  tlx:  hdnnjli  to  thj  Ivi  )■;. 

Sat  his   M4jc(ly  havioj^  read  the  p>i|>crry  g.Lvj  it  back,  tj   l.ir.i 

^  A  pollcivo  commii^d  to  rkiiwC  no  more  n  liic  about  it  :   Wriic'i 

Roihcs  having  communicated  to  the  rcrf  of  ilie   party,   it  v.  ;•■; 

*3rccd  to  f;2pp:"cfs  ths  petition  :  And  (o  nothing  in:>rc  w;.s  Jon  • 

w  it  till  nfxi  yt-ir,  when  for  malting  foaic  ba  I  ufc  of  it,  and  v:ni- 

'>g  odier    libels  of  a  criminal    nature.    Lord    Hdiurino,   th.- 

^Ciicherous  fun  of  a  treacherous  fathijr,  was  CtlLd  in  cjuLilioi 

^^c  the   pi  ivy-council,  and   by  an  aiTiz?   of  his  Peers   u^n- 

<lcnincdto  die,  bat  was  by  the  King's  clem .;ncy  liril  rt;)ricvjd, 

^dthenfidlv  pardone.1,  which   undw^ferved  favour,   th.)*  lie  r;- 

^i^edit  at  the  council-t:il)le  on  his  knees,  yet  like  a  iiue  c;ii'd 

^tftion,  he  fofin  requited  with  i-crfidy  and  itbellion. 

O   O   2     '  *^   Willi 
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LETTFW  "  with  his  Majefty  and  his  fuccefibrs :"  1 
XLV.  the  other,  "  ratifying  and  approving  all 
"  whatfoever  afts  and  ftatutes  niade  before,  ai 
**  the  liberty  and  freedom  of  the  true  kirk 
**  God  and  religion  prefently  profeflfed  within 
^^  realm,  and  ordaining  the  fame  to  (land  in 
*•  force  and  efFeft,  as  if  they  were  fpecially  n: 
*'  tioned  and  fet  down  herein/*  Both  thcfe 
tutes,  the  one  as  leaving  room  for  bringing 
the  Englifh  furplice,  and  the  other  as  confi 
ing  the  privileges  of  Epifcopacy,  which  was  t 
the  profefled  religion,  were  ftrenuoufly  oppi 
by  the  difcontented  party,  particularly  by 
Lords  Lindfay  and  Loudon,  who  were  confidi 
as   leaders  of  it. 

Before  the  King  left  Scotland,  he  refolvec 
leave  behind  him  a  lading  monument  of  his  1 
and  efteem  to  the  church  in  it  :  And  iherefi 
with  the  full  confent  and  approbatiuxL :  of 
Archbifliop  of  St.  Andrews,  he  ereded  Ei 
burgh,  the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom,  into  a 
Ihoprick,  affigned  to  it  a  competent  and  cox 
nient  jurifdi£lion,  out  of  the  neared  bounds 
the  diocefsofSt.  Andrews,  appointed  the  fai 
church  in  the  town,  that  of  St.  Giles's,  to  be 
cathedral,  fettled  a  fufficient  revenue  upon  the  i 
out  of  the  church-lands  which  he  purchafed  fx 
the  Duke  of  Lenox,  provided  a  Dean  and  cb 
ter  for  it,  of  fome  of  the  miniftei:s  of  the  city  ; 
neighbouring  parifhes,  and  placed  a  very  e 
nent  fcholar.  Dr.  William  Forbes,  of  the  £id 
of  Corfmday  in  Aberdeenfliire,  as  the  fitft 
.  fliop  of  it.  • 

'    *  This  worthy  man  had  been  fome  time  Principal  of  the 
rifhal  college  in  Aberdeen,   next  in  fucceiTion  to  Mr.  Anc 
AHii<>|-  ^'ho  was  fo   confounded  at  being  baffled  in  a  puEIxc 
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It  was  no  doubt  with  a  view  to  this  eredion,  letter 
and  the  fettling  of  other  matters  relative  to  the  XLV. 
^orihip  and  difcipline  of  the  church,  that  the  King 
i/ought  along  with  him  Dr.  Laud,  then  Bifliop 
^  London,  who  being  appointed  to  preach  before 
idt  Majefty  in  the  Abby-church,  took  care  to  re- 
commend the  beauty  and  benefit  of  uniformity, 
and  a  reverence  to  the  laudable  ceremonies  of 
uitiquity,  and  was  heard,  fays  Lord .  Clarendon, 
'^  with  all  the  marks  of  approbation  and  applaufe 
'<  imaginable.''  This  was  a  good  introdudion 
to  the  King's  defign,  and  produced  a  confc* 
^ence  between  Laud  and  fuch  of  the  Scots  Bi- 
hops  and  clergy  as  were  at  hand:  At  which 
neetmg  Laud  could  not  help  lamenting  the  flrange 
ind  almoft  fingular  nakedneis  of  the  Scottifli  mau- 
ler of  worihip,  for  want  of  a  liturgy  and  a  pro. 
;>er  coUedion  of  Canons,  which  he  thought  would 
fupply  all  defects.  The  Archbifliop  of  St.  An- 
drews replied,  ^'  that  in  the  Sate  King's  time  a 
^  motion  had  been  made  to  frame  a  liturgy, 
'*  and  colled  fome  Canons  for  the  church,  but 
'^  was  deferred  at  that  time,  becaufe  of  the  (lirs 
'*  at  firlt  about  the  Perth  articles  ;  and  he  (till 
^  had  apprehenfions,  that  the  attempting  of  it 
^*  even  yet  might  have  fome  difagreeable  con- 
^  iequences."  But  the  other  Biihops  prefTmg 
the  undertaking,    and    declaring    there  was  no 

pacadoD  about  prayers  for  the  dead,  which  Dr.  Forbes  defended^ 
<bac  he  left  his  place  and  famil}',  and  went  to  England,  where 
l>e  died  :  In  161 8  Dr.  Foi'bes  was  by  King  James  appointed 
ODe  of  the  four  miniftcrs  who  were  then  added  to  the  Edin- 
burgh clergy^  on  the  partition  of  the  city  into  diflindl  pariihes* 
and  was  fndi  a  celebrated  preacher,  that  King  Charles,  after  he 
had  heard  him,  was  picafed  to  fay,  "  he  had  found  a  man  who 
^  ddenred  to  have  a  See  ereclcd  for  him." 

danger 
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i,ETrER  danger  in  it,  the  King  confented  that  there 
XL V.  (hould  be  a  liturgy  for  the  church  of  Scotland  ^ 
And  here  again  both  he  and  Laud  infifted  far 
the  Engliih  book:  But  the  Scots  Bifhops,  who 
better  knew  the  humours  of  the  people,  tk^o* 
for  their  own  part  they  had  no  fc'ruple  at  tifi 
rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Engliih  church, 
could  willingly,  if  with  fafety,  fubmit  to 
pra£tife  them,  yet  they  had  no  mind  that  the 
very  identical  book  of  England  fhould  be  brou^^b 
in  upon  them.  For  which,  befidea  fome  ^B^^ 
little  improprieties  that  they  objected  to  in  ^ 
book  itfelf,  they  ftill  urged  the  prudential  rn 
which  Dr.  Maxwell  had  offered  four  years 
fore,  ^'  that  by  his  Majefly's  continual  refide^^ 
in  England,  the  Scots  were  become  jealpu^S  c 
being  by  degrees  reduced  to  be  but  a  p^^^ 
•'  virice  to  England,  and  entirely  fubjefted  ^ 
"  EngKfh  laws  and  government,,  which  d^"^ 
*'  would  never  fubmit  to,  nor  would  anyn — 3ai 
*'  of  honour,  who  loved  the  King  beft  or  refpci"^K« 
*'  England  moft,  ever  conJ'ent  to  bring  fuch  dil^T** 
**  nour  on  his  native  country  :  And  therefor^^  i^ 
^^  might  look  too  like  an  arbitrary  impofit^  ^ 
"  from  England,  and  a  defigned  begiimiog  ^ 
^'  trampling  upon  all  the  laws  and  privileges  ^ 
**  Scotland,  if  a  form  fettled  in  Parliament  * 
^*  Weftminfter  (hould,  without  any  alteration  T^ 
*'  ourfelves,  be  tendered,  tho*  from  the  Kin^** 
**  own  hand,  to  be  immediately  fubmitted  ^ 
*'  and  obferved  in  this  independent  church  ^  '^ 
**  kingdom/'  This  confideration  made  an  i^^ 
preffion  on  the  King,  and  prevailed  with  him  ^\ 
drop  his  attachment  to  the  EngliQi  book.  So^  ^ 
was  agreed,  that  a  new  liturgy,  with  fome  pro] 
variations  from  the  Engliih,  fhould  be  compofei 
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b  a  colle£tiou  of  Canons  put  together,  to  re-  lbtter 
and  enforce  the  ecciefiaftical  difcipline :  All  XLV* 
B^ere  to  be  tranfmitted  from  time  to  time  to 
d,  to  be  approved  by  the  King,  after  having 
evifed  by  Dr.  Laud,  who  in  September 
sras  made  Archbi(hop  of  Canterbury,  and 
I  other  divines.  Dr.  Juxon  Bifhop  of  Loa* 
od  Dr.  Wren  of  Norwich. 
I  the  great  work  was  begun,  which,  if  a-Il 
oncerned  had  done  their  part  honeftly  and 
ly,  according  to  the  King's  pious  inten- 
(liight  have  been  gradually  and  peaceably 
4imed  without  thofe  tumults  and  commo^ 
jf  which,  by  treachery  and  double-dealing, 
made  the  oflenfible  caufe.  The  book  of 
;  was  iirft  undertaken,  for  which  thefe 
reafons  were  afTigned,  '^  that  by  this  means 
t  might  be  a  fixed  meafure  for  dating  the 
er  of  the  clergy,  and  the  pradice  of  the 
:  That  the  ads  of  the  General  Aflemblies 
g  only  in  manufcript,  could  not  reach  the 
rality,  and  being  not  eafy  to  be  tranfcribed 
life  of  their  bulkinefs,  or  to  be  removed 
.  place  to  place  becaufe  of  the  rifk  of  it, 
of  the  inferior  clergy  knew  where  to  ap- 
for  information:  That  in  confequence  of 
not  one  in  the  kingdom  governed  his 
ice  by  thefe  ads  of  General  Affemblies  : 
therefore  that  by  reducing  thefe  regula- 
to  a  leflfer  compafs,  and  laying  them 
to  public  view,  nobody  could  mifcarry 
ignorance,  or  complain  of  being  over-* 
ged.*'  The  Canons  being  with  great  deli- 
1  among  our  Bifhops  at  home,  and  by 
{ular  adivity  of  Dr.  Maxwell,  lately  made 

Bi/hop 
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JLETTER  Bifliop  of  Rofs,  drawn  up  with  this  view, 
XLV.   prefented  to  his  Majefty,  he  figned  a  warran 
Laud  and  Juxon  to  examine  the  draught, 
bring  it  to  as  near  a  conformity  as  poffibk 
the  Englifh  code  of  1603  :  Which  being  d< 
and  a  book  prepared  for    the  prefs,   the  I 
confirmed  it  by  letters  patent  under  the  G 
Seal,  at  Greenwich  May  23d  1635,    "  enjoii 
all   Archbifliops,  Bifhops,    and  others  exe 
ing    ecclefiaftical  jurifdidion  in   Scotland, 
fee  them  punftually  obferved.'*  Thefe  Cat 
were  printed  at  Aberdeen  in  1636,  and  ail 
^8  publiftied,  became  the  fubjeft  of  much 
jnour  and  criticifm :  which  indeed  was  no  n 
than  might  be  expeded,  as  any  rules,  how 
innocent  and  ufeful,  will  for  a  while  be  api 
give  oflFence  to  people  who  have  long  been  ac 
tomed  to  no  rule,  or  rather  to  be  all  rulers 
xnifcuoufly  or  alternately,  over  one  another. 

It  was  about  the  time  of  forming  thefe  Can 
that,  on  the  death  of  the  old  Chancellor  the  '. 
of  Kinnoul,  the  King  was  pleafed,  out  of  love 
cfteem  to  Archbifhop  Spotfwood,  whofe  fid 
both  the  late  King  and  himfelf  had  long  experi 
ed,  to  intruft  him  with  that  highefl  office  of  Stai 
the  kingdom,  by  a  commifTion  under  both  the  i 
in  cuftomary  form,  January  14th  1635,  conftitu 
and  creating  John,  Archbifhop  of  St.  Andr 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Scotland  during 
being  the  firfl  and  only  Proteflant  churchman 
ever  bore  that  high  dignity.  And  as  a  fux 
teftimony  of  his  royal  affe£Uon  to  the  chu 
he  ordered  fix  or  feven  of  the  other  Bill 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Privy  Council,  hof 
by  thus  giving  them  a  legal  fhare  of  powi 
the  civil    government    and    judicatories    of 

kingd 
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kingdom,  to  put  them   in  a  better  capacity  of  .fttka 
regulating   and  fettling  the  polity  of  the  church.   XLV# 
But  in  this,  both  he  and  they  were  fadly  difap- 
pointed :  For  this  unfeafonable   accumulation  of 
honours,  to  which  their   funftions.  did   not  en- 
title them,  expofed  them,  as  Lord   Clarendon  re- 
marks, to  the  envy  of  the  whole  nobility,  many 
of  whom   wifhed  them  well  as  to  their  fpiritual 
charafter,  but   could  not  bear  to  fee  them  pof- 
fefled  of  thofe  offices  and    employments    which 
they  looked  upon  as  naturally  belonging  to  them- 
iehrcs.     But  however    foreign  thefe  fecular  en- 
gagements might  have  been  to  the  Epifcopal  cha- 
ncer, furely  the  bufinefs   of  the  liturgy  which 
^^  now  going  on,  will  be  acknowledged  to  have 
l>een  quite  fuitable  to  it,  and  peculiarly   within 
Ac  province  of  the  Bifhops.     This  bufinefs  had 
j>€en  long  upon  the  anvil  even  in  Scotland,  tho* 
it    has  often    been   pretended,  that  Archbifliop 
Laud  was    ihe  principal   forger  and  contriver  of 
It.    But  he   has  with  his  own  hand,   fully  and 
feirly  rid  himfelf  of  either  the  glory   or  ignomi- 
^y  of  fuch  an  imputation,  and  has  difcovered  to 
tts  the  wary  and  judicious  fteps,  which  our  own 
Bifliops  took  for  fome  years  in  carrying  on  the 
^ort;  and  that  all  the    hand  he  had  in  it,  was 
only,  at  the  King's  command,  to  give  from  time 
to  time  his  brotherly  affiftance  to  it,  and  his  ap- 
probation  of  it  when  it  was  perfefted.     For  how- 
ever contemptibly  our  Scots  Bifliops  at  that  time 
"^y  have  been   reprefented,  it  appears  that  fome 
of  them  were  fufficiently  capable  of  themfelves, 
^thout  Laud's    affiftance,  if  the  King  had  not 
thought  proper  to  oflfer  it,  to   have  compofed  a 
'iturgj  upon  the  pureft  and  nioft  primitive  mo- 

Vol.  n.  P  p  Dr. 
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LKTTFR  Dr.  Forbes,  the  firft  Bilhop  of  Edinburgh,  vhi 
XLV.  was  no  difciple  of  Laud's,  as  Laud  himfelf  tdj 
us,  had  in  a  trcatife  of  his,  called  Modeli  Confi 
derations^  given  the  preference  to  the  firfl  liturg 
of  Edward  VL  which  was  the  plan  that  on 
Bifhops  went  on,  in  their  communion-office,  an 
had  exprefled  a  wifli  "  that  the  church  of  EiL. 
^'  land,  which  deferves  great  praife  for  her  ft. 
gular  moderation  in  many  things,  had  in  tb 
point,  of  commemorating  the  dead,  and  in 
**  veral  others,  rather  conformed  to  the  m« 
**  ancient  pradice  of  the  univcrfal  church,  tla 
**  becaufe  of  the  errors  and  abufes  that  had  ctm 
*'  in,  totally  to  have  rejefted  thefe  rites,  & 
*'  thrown  them  out."  And  then  he  adds,  ^  * 
**  had  been  irrefragably  demonftrated  by  nxx: 
^^  bers  of  learned  men,  Greeks,  Proteftants,  9U 
**  even  Romanifts  thcmfelves,  that  np  argum^ 
**  for  the  Popifh  Purgatory  can  be  drawn  fire 
*^  the  prayers  and  oblations  for  the  dead  fo  fi 
*'  quently  mentioned  by  the  fathers.'*  And  au 
ther  of  our  Bifliops,  Dr  Wedderburn,  lately  xAa 
Bifhop  of  Dunblain,  on  Ballenden's  removal 
Aberdeen,  who  was  on<?  of  the  a£tual  compile 
of  our  liturgy,  and  whom  Archbifliop  Laud  ^ 
fcribes  as  a  mere  fcholar  and  book-man,  fe^ 
to  have  had  both  capacity  and  defire  for  reftori 
what  he  thought  the  commendable  pradices 
antiquity.  *   The  Bifliop  of  Rofs  too.  Dr.  MaxW* 

*  Laud>  in  his  anfwer  to  that  part  of  the  accufation  agsU 
him,  of  the  Scotifli  book  leaving  out  the  remembrance  cl^ 
in  the  didribution,  which  is  in  the  Englifh  book,  as  if  it  bad  t> 
done  for  Popiih  ends,  fays  in  bis  own  defence,  "  Whar^ 
^'  this  omii&on  may  be  thought  to  work,  it  cannot  reiielft  tsj 
"  me,  who  always  laboured  to  have  the  Engh'ih  book  fent  tl>* 
**  without  any  omiJCoQ  or  addition  at  alJ,  this  or  any  ott> 
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ho  was  the  principal  channel  of  corrcfpondence  letter 
this  bufinefs  of  the  Hturgy,    is  acknowledged  XLV. 
have  been  a  learned  and  knowing  man,  and 
en  Bifhop  Guthry,  who  feems  to  have  had  no 
od   will  to  the   younger  Bifhops,  as  he  calls 
em,  whom  he  defcribes  as  reckoned    ''  not  ge- 
nerally gifted  for  the  office,'*    excepts  Bifliop 
axwel,  of  whom  he  fays,    ''  it  cannot  be  deni- 
ed but  he  was  a  man  of  great  parts/'     So  we 
lay  conclude  that  the  liturgy  intended  for  Scot- 
sd,  if  not  entirely  compofed,  was  yet  carefully 
omined,  and  arranged  by  the  Scottifh  Bifhops, 
ho  from  their  acquaintance  with  the  old   litur- 
cai  forms  of  Euchariflic  fervice,  thought  proper 
I  make  the  firft  book  of  Edward  VI.  the  model 
'hich  they  copied   after,   in  preference  to   what 
'ai  then  ufed  in  England.     And  to   thofe  who 
ct  find  fault  with  that  preference,  which  is  ftill 
*pt  up  by   the  Epifcopal   church  in  this  king- 
loo,  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend   the  opi- 
Wi  of  Archbifhop  Laud,  whofe  praife   is   and 
s^r  will  be  in  the  Englifh  church,   and  whofe 

Botfbmeof  theScotifh  Bifhops  prevailed  again fl  mc  herein* 
■ad  (bme  alterations  they  would  have  from  the  book  of  £ng- 
lud,  and  this  was  one :    As  I   have  to  (how  under  the  Bi- 
fliop of  Duoblain,  Dr.   Weddcrburn's  hand,  whole  notes  I 
bsfcyet  by  me,  concerning  the  alterations  in  that  book  ;  and 
coQceming  this  parucuLir  his  words  arc  thefe.  The  body,  xc. 
The  blood,  &c.  to  cvcrlafting  life,  whereunto  every  receiver 
m(wered  Amen :  there  is  no  more  in   Edward   6ih's  firft 
WKik,  and  if  there  be  no  more  ia  oars,  the  action  will  be  much 
'  Sorter:    Befid*,   the   words  which  have  been  added  fince, 
■  Tike,  eat  in  remembrance  &c.  may  fcem  to  rcliih  fomewiiat  of 
\  the  ZuiDglian  tenet,  that  the  facramcot  is  but  a  bare  fign  taken 
"  in  remembrance  of  Chrift's  pail&on.     So  that  for   my  pan, 
"tysthc  Archbiihop,  firfl  I  fee  no  hurt  in  the  omilfion   of 
•*  tfccfc  latter  words,  none  at  all ;    And  next,  if  there  be  any, 
"i  proceeded  not  from  me." 

P  p  2  approbation 
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LETTER  approbation  in  thefe  points  on  which  he  n 
XLV.    well  verfed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  every  true  li 
that  church  will  always  revere.  *     If  it  ftiall  \h 
as  I  know  it  will  be  by  fome,  tho*  I  hop 
none  of  the  Epifcopal  perfuafion,   that  Laud 
of  Romifli  principles,  and  aimed  at  introd 
Popery,  there  needs  no   other  juftification  c 
charafter  than  the  atteftation  ot  one  of  his  I 
eft  perfecutors,   Sir  Edward  Deering,  who 
menced  the  profecution   againft  him  in  th 
ginning  of  the   long  Parliament,  and  yet  % 
ingenuous  as  to  confefs,    "  that  the  Archbii 
writings   had  fmote   the  Papift  under  the 
rib,   and   wherever   his   grave   (hould  be 
"^Paul's  church    would  be  his  monument 

*  In  his  refutation  of  the  charge  brought  againft  him, 
ingof^e  Scottifh  book,  he  fays,  p.  109.  "  I  like  tt 
**  exceeding  well,  and  hope  I  fhail  be  able  to  maintain  as 
**  that  is  in  it.  P.  113.  Thefe  variations  were  taken  cith 
**  the  firft  book  of  Edward  6tb,  which  was  not  Pop 
**  from  fome  ancient  liturgies,  which  favoured  not  of  P( 
P.  121.  fpeaking  of  the  prayer  of  invocation,  he  fays, 
*^  true,  this  paflage  is  not  in  the  prayer  o:'  confecratioi: 
**  fervice  book  of  England,  but  I  wifti  with  all  my  heart  11 
•*  For  tho*  the  confecration  of  the  Elements  may  be  ^ 
*^  ity  yet  is  it  much  more  folemn  and  full  by  that  invoc 
F.  1 24*  ^*  As  for  the  oblation  of  the  elements,  as  it  ii 
**  Scottifh  booky  that  is  fit  and  proper,  and  I  am  fony 
"  part  that  it  is  not  in  the  book  of  England."  And  with 
to  the  order  of  the  prayers,  he  fays,  P.  115.  "  Tho* 
*'  not  find  fault  with  the  order  of  the  prayers  as  they  (land 
'^  coramuhion-book  of  England,  for  God  be  thanked  it 
**  yet  if  a  comparifon  mud  be  made,  I  do  think  the  orde 
**  prayers,  as  now  they  iland  in  the  Scottlih  Liturgy,  tc 
**  better  and  more  agreeable  to  ufe  in  the  primitive  char* 
**  I  believe  they  that  are  learned  will  acknowledge  it : 
*'  thefe  men  do  bewray  a  great  deal  of  will  and  weak 
^^  call  this  a  new  communion,  only  bccaufe  all  the  prayci 
<*  ppt  in  the  fjune  order.''     In  his  general  account  0 
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^  his  book    againft  Fifhcr    the  Jefuit  his    epi-  let  rcR 
«  taph."  XLVI. 

I  am,  &c. 

haadhehad  in  the  conflrudlon  of  oar  book,  he  fays,  p.  109.  "I 
'*  do  verily  believe  there  is  no  one  thing  in  that  book  which 
^  mxf  fiot  (land  with  the  confcieDce  of  a  right  good  proteAaot." 


LETTER       XLVL 


Tfo  Scottijh  Liturgy  authorized  by  a  royal  Procla- 
Reflexions  on   the   Oppofition   it  met 


ViiA'-'— Riots  in  Edinburgh  occqfioned  by  it 
•'Covenant  of  AJfociation  entered  into  againjl 
w  Governnient-^-'-^The   Marquis  of  Hamilton 

fent  to  appeafe  the  Tumults A  General  Af^ 

fatiblj  meets  at  Glafgow^  but  is  dijfolved  by  the 
Marjuis  It  continues  to  Jit,  condemns  Epifccr 
t^  and  the  iMurgy,  and  depofes  the  Bijhops. — 
'Rw  refolved  on,  and  both  Parties  take  tke 
Field. 


T'HE  Scottifli  liturgy  being  now  arranipred  and  Dec.  aow 
-l    examined,  as    I   have  mentioned  in  the  pre-  'M* 
ceding  letter,   was  immediately  publifhed,  and  at 
^^fame  time  fortified  by   a  proclamation  from 

the 
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tETTFR  the  King,  narrating,  **  that  he  had  oft  re 
XL VI.  "  mended  to  the  Archbifhops  and  Bifhop 
^^  that  his  ancient  kingdom  ot  Scotland,  to 
**  a  public  form  of  worfhip  for  uniform  o 
••  vance ;  which  now,  with  cdnfent  of  the  d 
<«  was  condefcended  on,  and  therefore  cnjcM 
•*  and  commanding  the  due  ufe  of  it,  &c/ 
no  fooner  did  the  book  make  its  appears 
than  the  difcontented  party  immediately  r 
a  clamour  againfl  it,  and  eafily  inflamed 
minds  of  the  undifcerning  populace  with  di 
ful  apprehenlions  of  Popery  being  introduces 
to  the  church,  and  tyranny  into  the  ftate. 
to  fuch  a  height  was  the  ferment  artfully  wroi 
that  it  is  faid  the  two  Archbifhops  fuppli< 
the  King  to  have  the  book  kept  back,  till 
nation  was  better  prepared  to  receive  it,  B: 
Guthrie  in  his  Memoirs  tells  us,  that  the  ol< 
fhops,  as  he  diftinguifhes  them,  were  gene 
agamft  the  meafure,  and  lays  all  the  blame 
the  violence  and  forwardnefs  of  the  younger  * 
Yet  in  this  account,  which  coming  from  a 
temporary  author  has  been  followed  by  ot 
there  feems  to  be  as  much  of  declamation 
argument.  For  among  the  old  Bifhops  o: 
late  King's  promotion,  which  is  Guthrie's  t 
ing,  we  find  Archbifhop  Spol||trood  corref] 
ing  with  Laud  about  the  liturgy ;  we  find  B 
Lindfay  of  Brechin,  now  of  Edmburgh,  kce 
it,  and  as  Ballenden  of  Aberdeen  had  bee 
fhop  of  Dunblain,  and  Dean  of  the  Chapel-i 
where  a  liturgy  had  been  ufed  for  many  ] 
it  may  be  fuppofed  that  he  would  not  be  ; 
againfl  it.  A  fourth  of  thefe  old  Bifhops,  ( 
ry  of  Moray,  fuffered  much  from  the  mal 
tents,  perhaps  as  much  for  the  liturgy  as 
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elfe :  And  other  two  of  them,  Graham  lettkii 
jiey,  and  Lindfay  of  Dunkeld,  by  their  ab-  XL VI. 
their  character,  and  fubmitting  to  the  Co- 
^rs,  need  not,  I  think,  be  taken  into  the 
ling  on  either  fide.  Neither  do  we  find 
old  men  in  the  lead  favoured  for  their  mo« 
m,  but  all  of  them  involved  in  the  gene- 
mplaint  about  the  liturgy.  And  then  as  to 
Hinger  Bifbop$,  they  are  held  forth  to  us 
i  young  Biihops  only,  but  as  if  they  had 
foung  men  of  no  prudence  or  experience, 

yet  does  not  feem  to  have  been  the  cafe, 
le  of  them  had  been  long  in  the  miniftry, 
en  of  charader  and  efteem. 
op  Guthrie  likewife  tells  us,  that  the  Earl 
iquair,  having  got  letters  from  the  young- 
hops^  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
to  court,  and  told  him  that  there  was  no 
'  to  be  a(4)rehendcd  ;  only  the  old  Biihops 
timorous  men,  and  feared  where  no  cavde 
r  was,  aiTuring  his  Grace,  that  if  the  King 

lay  his  commands  upon  him,  he  would 
dke  upon  his  life  to  carry  thro'  the  bufi- 
ithout  any  noife.  *  Upon  which.  Laud, 
nking  it  proper  that  a  work  of  this  na- 
lould  be  committed  to  a  layman,  procured 
ifielf  a  warrant  from  the  King,  to  com- 
the  Biihops  at  all  hazards  to  go  forward 

chluOiop  Laudy  virho  had  fufHcieot  opponunity  to  know 
'%  condud  In  this  affair,  complains  of  him  in  his  hidory, 
hiCTt  he  tells  us,  that  he  himfelf  had  prcrailcd  with  the 
get  the  abbey  Imds  of  Arbroath  joined  to  the  ice  of  Bre- 
But  things,  "  he  fays,*'  were  (b  carried  by  the  Earl  of 
ttir,  the  Lord  Treafurer  for  Scotland,  that  tlie  poor  Bi- 
i  Brechin  could  never  get  tiiat  fettled  upon  his  fee : 
hwas  not  the  only  dung  io  which  that  Loid  played  fail 
«fc  witli  me." 

in 
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tFTTER  in  It,  **  threatening  them  withal,  that  if  they 
XL\1.  ••  gered  in  it  longer,  the  King  would  turn  ! 
**  out  of  their  places,  and  fill  the  fame  witl 
**  gorous  and  refolute  men,  who  would  no 
"  afraid  to  do  him  fervice.'*  This  is  the  i 
as  given  us  by  Guthry,  and  from  him  by 
lier  and  others.  Yet,  in  the  charge  a^inft  I 
by  the  Covenanters  at  London,  where  they  ( 
nothing  that  could  render  him  odious,  zni 
particularly  fevere  upon  him  for  bullying  and 
ing  his  commands  upon  the  Scottifli  Prel; 
there  is  not  the  leaft  mention  of  this  threati 
order  by  Traquair,  which,  had  it  really  bee 
reprefented,  they  would  not  have  paffed  by  i» 
out  making  fome  ufe  of  it. 

However,  as  Guthry  goes  on,  the  wife  oM 
Ihops  faw  now  that  there  was  nothing  left  i 
but  either  to  do  or  die,  upon  which  they 
away  all  fear  and  went  to  work  :  "  And  now^' 
fays,  "  it  is  remarkable  that  after  this,  they  a 
**  fo  far  contrary  to  thefe  rules  of  prudence 
^*  policy,  whereby  they  had  been  accuftonu 
^'  manage  their  affairs,  that  all  men  bega 
^'  fpy  a  fatality  in  it.**  A  ftrange  and  m 
change  indeed,  from  wifdom  to  folly,  in  a  n 
body  of  men,  on  the  receipt  of  a  fingle  Id 
But  wherein  lay  this  folly  ?  Why,  he  fays,  " 
*'  laboured  not  now  to  have  their  book  bro 
•'  in  by  ecclefiaftical  fanftion,  but  having  g 
**  authorifed  by  an  aft  of  Council,  they  pro* 
*'  ed  without  more  ado  to  urge  the  pradic 
**  it :  Whereby  they  provoked  againft  themfc 
**  the  mod  part  even  of  thefe*  minifters  that 
*'  epifcopal  in  their  judgment,  who  thoug 
*'  a  very  fad  matter  that  a  liturgy  fliould  bi 
•'  pofed  on  the  church,  without  her  know! 


•J 
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i«  tnd  confent,  and  judged  it  fuch  a  dangerous  1  ettm 
^  prq^rative^  that  the  civil  power  might  in  af«  XLVI# 
^  Va  times  introduce  any  thing,  tho'  ever  fo 
^  hurtful  to  religion,  and  the  church  never  get 
**  one  voice  in  it/'  But  this  does  not  appear 
to  hare  been  altogether  a  fair  and  candid  dating 
of  the  cafe.  The  book  had  been  ferioufly  and 
deliberately  compofed  and  examiujed  by  church- 
mea,  had  been  laid  before  and  approved  by  the 
Kiof^  whofe  privilege  of  confent  in  thefe  matters 
vasaot  as  yet  difcarded,  and  it  had  got  his  war- 
rant to  bring  it  into  pradice.  What  more  was 
cither  in  law  or  reafon  neceflary?  The  King's 
proclamation  fuppofes  a  prior  fandion  from  the 
church;  fuch  a  4n£tion  as  all  found  principles 
voold  have  deemed  competent  in  fuch  matters  ; 
fince,  as  Bifliop  Guthry  and  his  men  of  Epifco- 
pl  jvdgmeiu  might  have  known,  not  only  all  the 
Biuops  of  a  province,  but  even  every  fingle  Bi- 
ftop  in  his  own  diocefs  had  power  to  order  a 
h'tmgj  for  his  own  church,  provided  he  kept  up 
to  the  Catholic  creed,  and  did  not  depart  from 
the  analogy  of  £iiith,  of  which  not  his  prelby-i 
ten,  but  his  brethren  Bilhops,  were  judges. — 
And  what  was  that  ecclefiailicsLl  ian£tion,  which, 
i  Ijeems,  it  fhould  have  fiirlfier  got  ?  Was  every 
individual  minifter  to  be  confulted,  and  his  vote 
^'htained,  to  ratify  the  deciflon  of  the  King  and 
^  Biihops  ?  W  fo,  why  not  every  individual 
tf  the  laity  be  indulged  the  fame  authoritative 
Pftvikge,  from  the  great  Earl  of  Rothes,  down 
^  the  meaneft  cobler  in  the  kingdom?  And 
^l^n  or   how  would  this  have  ended  ? 

Many  other  inftances  of  mifcondud  have  been 

^Hmd  out   in  the    profecution  of  the  bufmefs, 

^nch  as  fixing  the  fcfl  ufe  of  the  book  to  be  at 

Vol.  U.  Ct  q  Edinburgh, 


* 
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ITTTFR  Edinburgh,  where  there  was    the  greateft  pra- 
XLVI.  bability,     and  would   be  the    fitted  opportunity 
^•VV^  of  raifmg  difturbance,  and  then  defening  it  froin^ 
Eafter-day,  the  day   firft  propofed,  to  the  a3d  o^ 
July,  which  was  faid  to  be  defigncdly  done 
Traqiiair,  to  give  the  party  more  time  to 
federate  againft  it.     But  indeed  it  is  eafy  for 
ter  critics  to  difcover  miftakes,  and  fufpeA  pl< 
where  originally  there   might  have  been   neiil 
error  nor  defign.     And  therefore,  to  leave  inqi 
ing  into  caufes,  let  us  proceed  to  effeds,  which 
fhall  find  to  have  been  mod  lamentably  fatal : 
wherever  the  fault  fhall  be  thought  to  have 
if  there  mufl  be  a  fault  fomewhere,  whetht 
the  rafhnefs  of  the  young  Bifhops,  or  imprudi 
of  the  old  ones ;    in  Traquair's  double  dealing, 
the  violence   of  Rothes  and  his  afTociates  ;  fo- 
was  in  hGt^  that  the  affair,  whatever  way  it 
managed,  had  a  moil   unfuccefsful   and  tnij 
ifTue. 
A  D.1637.     When  the  twenty  third  of  July  came,  the 
bifhop   of  St.  Andrews,   with  two  or  three 
Bifhops,   the  Lords   of  the  Council  and  of 
Seflion,  the  Magiftratcs   of  the  city,  and  a 
auditory  of  all  forts  of  people  being  convem 
the  high  church,  rio  fooner  had  the  Dean  in 
furplice  begun  to  read  the  prayers  from  the  d< 
but  immediately  a  multitude  of  the   meaner  k 

mofl  of  them  women,  with   clapping  of  hai  

clamours  and  outcries,  raifed  fuch  a  hideous  noj:^ 
that  not  a  word  could  be  diflinQly  heard,  ^»-' 
then  a  fhower  of  flones  and  flicks  was  let  fly^ 
the  Dean's  head.  The  Bifhop  of  the  place,  w^  ' 
was  to  preach  that  day,  flept  into  the  pulp:^ 
with  a  view  to  appeafe  the  tumult,  by  putti  - 
them   in  mind  of  the   facrednefs  of  the  pi: 
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J  their  duty  to   God  and  the  King.     But  this  .ftt»"r 
Tigeil  them  the  more,  and  a  Janet  Geddes,  who,  XLVL 
the  wretch   that  burnt  the  temple  ot  £phe- 
would  iDeVer  have  had  her  name  mentioned 
for  fome  villainous  exploit  of  this  kind,  ftruck 
3.p  the  prologue  to  the  fubfequent  tragedvy  by 
throwing  her  folding- flool  at  the  Bifliop,  to  the 
^rreat  danger  of  his  life.     Upon  this  the   Arch- 
t3A(hop,  as    Chancellor,  called  upon  the  Provoft 
^nd  Magiflrates  to   fupprefs  the  riot  by  their  au« 
cliority,  which  with  great  difEcuity  was  done,  by 
tiiruihng  the   mod  unruly  out  of  the   church, 
"axid  (hutting  the  doors :  After  which   the  Dean 
^wcnt  on  with  the  fervice,  but  was  Hill  difturbed 
by  the  mob  without,  who  pelted  the  doors  and 
■^windows  with  (ticks  and  ftones,  crying,  "  A  Pope, 
•'  a  Pope !    Antichrift !    Pull  him    down,   ftone 
**  Km,"  w  th  all  the  figns  of  ungovernable  fury, 
^^hen  the  Bi(hops,  at  the   conclulion  of  the  wor« 
fliip,  were  going  home,  the  rabble  followed  them 
with  the  mod  opprobrious  language,  and  treated 
fiiOiop  Lindlay  fo  rudely,  that  had   he  not  provi- 
dentially got  into  a  private  houfe,  after  they  had 
^om  his  habit,  he  had  undoubtedly  fallen  a   facri- 
ficeto  their  curled  rage.  The  lame  fpirit  appeared, 
^ho'  not  to  fuch  a  violent  degree,   in  the  other 
churches  of  the  city,  where  the  minifters  who  read 
the  book,  which  they  all  did  except  two,  Ranilay 
^od  RoUock,  were  aflfaultcd  with  the  molt  bitter 
execrations  againft  Biftiops  and  Popery.  * 

*  Ooeof  thcfe  two,  Ramfay,  was  at  the  time  one  of  tlie  Bi- 
fl^jp's  chapter,  and  Sub-dean  ot  the  chapel -royal,  where  by  his 
^ce  he  had  often  both  heard  and  rend  a  liturgical  fci  vic^.  And 
Rollock,  the  other,  who  was  of  the  chapter  too,  had  in  his  late 
■ynjd-C'rTnon  before  the  B-lhop,  and  inhisfermon  in  the  college 
*irk  oa  the  i6:h  of  July,  by  way  of  iitimaUon  of  ilie  book,  M-jh- 

q  2  Hitherto 
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J.VTTER  Hitherto  no  perron  of  note  or  diftinftioa  i 
XLVL  feen  to  countenance  the  oppofition:  It  was 
the  work  of  the  rafcally  multitude,  who  had  b 
well  tutored  and  fet  on  to  it,  and  the  malign 
preachers  from  their  pulpits  extolled  the  ad 
m  it»  ^^  as  the  mod  heroic  fpirits  that  ever  C 
*^  infpired  and  raifed  up  in  this  laft  age  of  < 
^^  world,  and  as  the  happy  mouths  and  hv 
^^  which  he  had  honoured  with  the  beginnii^ 
**  fuch  a  biefled  work.**  The  Bifhops,  not  kni 
ing  well  how  to  proceed,  difpatched  an  ezp 
to  the  King  with  a  full  account  of  all  that  1 
happened :  And  not  thinking  themfelves  fee 
in  Edinburgh,  where  the  Magiftrates  either  w 
not  willing  or  not  able  to  proted:  them,  tl 
retired  to  their  own  diocefies,  to  the  gi 
ftrengrhening  of  the  adverfe  party.  Yet  = 
Archbiihop  of  St.  Andrews  refolved  to  mak 
trial  in  his  own  diocefs,  and  charged  Mn  AJ 
ander  Hendeifon  at  Leuchars  in  Fife,  who  ca 
afterwards  to  be  the  head  of  the  party,  to  v 
the  book  under  pain  of  legal  profecution* 
gainft  diis  charge  Henderlbn  applied  to  the  Pi 
Council,  and  on  the  twenty  third  of  Auguft 
titioned  their  Lordfhips  for  a  fufpenfion.  1 
Council  received  the  petition,  and  wrote  to 
King  about  it,  wifhing  to  know  his  mind  aga: 
the  twentieth  of  September,  to  which  day 
petitioners  were  referred  for  anfwer. 

ly  magnified  and  recommended  it»  and  on  the  daj  of  readinj 
be  carried  it  with  him  to  the  church  with  adeHgn  to  read  it  a 
had  promifed,  till  hearing  of  what  was  begun  in  the  high  chn 
he  chofe  rather  to  expofe  himfeif  to  the  cenfure  of  God  and 
fenfible  men,  for  his  levity  and  bieach  of  promife»  than  oC 
the  giddy  multitude,  whole  favour  was  the  only  element  in  wj 
fucb  timc-fcrying  creatures  wiihcd  to  breathe. 

Ml 
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n  time,  the  Edinburghers  taking  the  late  Lcrm 
into  confideration,  b^an  to  fear  the  ef*  XLVL 
f  the  King's'  refentment,  in  diftrefling  their 
J  his  fleet ;  to  prevent  which,  their  £Dur 
;  on  the  nineteenth  of  Auguft  wrote  a  fawn« 
ter  to  Archbifhop  Laud,  with  (trong  a& 
iOns  of  their  abhorring  the  late  :  difoxders, 
xxnifing  all  due  aflillance  to  the  reading 
bock»  But  on  the  nineteenth  of  Septem- 
ere  came  to  Edinburgh  the  Earls  of  Rothes, 
^  Eglinton,  Hume,  Lothian  and  Weems, 
rds  Lindfay,  Loudon,  Yefler,  Balmerino, 
>n  and  Lorn,  with  feveral  burghers  and 
rs  from  Fife  and  the  Weft,  who  all  on  the 
r  gave  in  a  fiipplication  to  the  council 
the  fervice  book;  in  framing  of  which 
rere  principally  aflided  and  dire£ted  by  Sir 
KS  Hope,  who,  tho'  he  held  the  lucrative 
of  King's  advocate,  was  the  grand  oracle 
the  confultations  againft  him*  Upon  this 
e  of  ftrength  the  Edinburghers  veered  about^ 
.  the  twenty  fixth  of  September  the  Baillieft 
a  iecond  letter  to  Archbifhop  Laud,  ex- 
their  not  being  able  to  fulAil  their  former 
OS,  becaufeof  the  unexpeded  change  of  peo« 
supers,  but  ftill  fupplicating  his  Grace's  in- 
on  and  good  offices  for  the  continuance 
;  Majefty's  favour.  The  fame  day  they 
'ed  the  council,  that  the  book  might  not 
dBTed  upon  them  till  the  King's  pleafure 
be  further  known:  And  their  a&ing  in 
ranner  made  fuch  an  imprefiion  on  the 
boroughs,  that  all  of  them,  except  Aber- 
done,  came  over  to  the  caufe,  and  ftrength- 
he  hands  of  the  oppofition  to  a  great  de- 

At 
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LETfER  At  laft  the  King's  anfwer  came,  and  on  th< 
XLVL  feventeenth  of  Odtober  a  proclamation  was  iffued 
at  the  market  crofs,  ^^  commanding  the  fervio 
^^  book  to  be  praftifed  in  Edinburgh  and  th( 
f^  places  adjacent,  the  Court  of  Seffion  to  remove 
^'  from  Edinburgh  to  Linlithgow,  and  all  th< 
fVftranger  fupplicants  to  leave  the  city  withii 
^'  twenty  four  hours,  under .  pain  of  homing/ 
This  was  like  throwing  oil  upon  the  flame  :  Foi 
next  day  the  rabble  fell  to  woric  again,  and  a( 
fembled  by  hundreds  in  the  High  Street,  wher 
meeting  with  Bifliop  Sydferf  of  Galloway  goin] 
to  the  council  houfe  about  bufinefs,  they  woub 
have  torn  him  in  pieces,  if  a  gentleman  who  wa 
with  him,  had  not  drawn  him  out  of  their  hand, 
and  got  him  with  much  ado  into  the  houfe.— 
The  Earl  of  Traquair,  who  had  been  his  popfi 
coming  to  his  relief,  and  forcing  his  way  thr 
the  prefs,  was  foon  in  .  as  bad  a  condition  as 
Bi(hop,  the  multitude  and  noife  increafing  wi-^ 
terrible  imprecations,  *'  God  defend  thofe  tnat  (■ 
^*  fend  God's  caufe !  God  confound  the  fervu 
*^  book,  and  all  the  maintainers  of  it  !'*  TJ 
Provoit  and  Magiftrates  were  now  called  up^ 
for  their  ailiftance  :  But  they  pretended  to  be 
as  bad  <t  plight  themfelves.  For  another  pkr 
had  befet  the  town-houfe  where  they  were  fittiiB. 
and  threatened  to  burn  them  in  it,  if  they  \9o\M 
not  fign  a  promife  to  join  in  oppofmg  the  fenri.* 
book,  and  to  reftore  their  two  minifters,  Ramfii 
and  Rollock,  who  had  been  filenced  for  not  re^ 
ing  it.  The  Treafurer,  getting  no  protedion  frc3 
this  quarter,  ventured  into  the  ftreet  again,  but  C^ 
mob  were  ftill  fo  outrageous,  that  they  barbaroiB^ 
pulled  him  down,  took  his  hat,  cloak,  and  wl»i 
(lafif  from  him^  and  fo  dragged  him  to  the  coui^^ 
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D^^^  The  Lords  of  the  Council,  finding  them- letter 
d'^  in  fuch  imminent  danger,  applied  for  fafety  XL VI. 
to  the  diiaflFeded  nobility  and  gentry,  by  whom 
ihey  were  quietly  conduced  to  the  palace,  and 
wfiifliop  got  to  his   lodgings. 

While  things  were  in  this  fituati  on,  Mr.   Hen< 

'criba,  by  advice  of  his  two  diredors  Hope  and 

wmcrino,  prefented  to  the  minifters,  who   not- 

ithihnding  the  proclamation  ftill  remained  in 

►'^n,  a  propofal  that,    "  whereas  they  had  for- 

ncrly  petitioned  only  againft  the  fervice-book, 

they  might  now  tax  the  fiifhops  alfo,  as  under-^ 

miners  of  religion,  and  crave  juftice  to  be  done 

upon  them.**     But  to  this  many  of  the  minif- 

rs  would    not    agree,  declaring,    "  that    they 

came  there  only  to  be  freed  from  the  fervice 

book^  and  otherwife   had  no  quarrel  with  the 

Bifliops.**  Which  being  reported  to  the  leaders, 

ley  fcnt  to  them  Rothes  and  Loudon,   who  by 

>ng  fpeeches  mixed  with   threats   and  promifes, 

revailed   fo  much  with  thefe  temporizers,   that 

le  charge  againfl   the  Bifhops  (being   prepared 

efbre-hand,)  was  inftantly  fubfcribed  by  them  all, 

od  formally  delivered  to  the    clerk  of  council ; 

Vhile  copies  were  given  them  to  be  carried  home 

>  their  feveralPrefbyteries  and  pariihes,  to  be  fub- 

^bed  by  all  ranks,  and  returned  againfl  the  next 

ouDcil-day,  which  was  to  be  the  1 5  th  of  December. 

In  confequence  of  this  extorted  paper,  the  Lord 

'■Qiidon,  in  name  of  the  whole  aflbciation,  which 

low  took  the  title  of  "  Noblemen,  Barons,  Mi- 

^  nifters,  BurgefTes  and  Commons,''  did  on  the 

9th  of  December  lay  before  the  council,  then 

ttiag  at  Dalkeith,  a  long  complaint  about  grie« 

^ces,  with  a  protellation,   '^  that   the  Bifliops 

hereafter .  ihould    not  be  permitted  to  fit  as 

*'  judges^ 
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Lirm  ^^  judges,  undll  the  caufe  was  decided,  both  b 
XLVL  ^  caufe  they  were  parties,  and  becaufe  fay  the 
^  number  they  might  eaiily  preponderate  in  ai 
^^  debate,  as  was  the  cafe  in  the  ad  approYii 
^^  the  fervice-book  :''  And  concluding  in  th< 
words :  ^^  Our  defires  tend  to  no  other  end  b 
^^  the  prefervation  of  the  true  religion,  the  b 
^^  fill  liberties  of  the  fubje^l,  and  the  fiiflic^ 
^  and  Prelates  delinquent  taken  order  with,  s 
^^  cording  to  juftice:  We  crave  neither  dn 
c^  blood,  nor  any  harm  to  their  perfons,  but  tl 
♦*  the  wrongs  and  abufes  done  by  them  may 
<^  truly  remonfhrated  to  his  Majefty,  that  after  d 
^<  trial,  fuch  order  may  be  taken  as  may  effed 
^^  ally  reftrain  their  exorbitant  power  for  i 
^^  time  to  come."  In  this  federunt  of  comu 
the  Bifliops  had  no  friends  who  fpoke  open 
for  them,  but  the  clerk-regifter  Sir  John  Hay  akc 
and  the  refult  of  all  was,  to  fend  the  treafurer 
court  with  an  account  how  matters  flood,  and 
what  a  pafs  the  adminiftration  was  reduced. 

All  this  time  the  combination  was   going  c 

and  by  the  continued  induflry  of  the  pulpit-oe 

tors  of  the  fadion,  numbers  of  armed  men,  fitc 

almoft  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  South  of  t 

Orampians,  were  daily  flocking  to  Edinburgh 

ferve  their  noble  friends,  and  be  at  hand  up 

any  emergency.     Upon  this  fad  profpe&  of 

fairs,  the  treafurer  was  remanded  back  to  So 

land  in  February,  and  arriving  on   the  19th 

Stirling,  where   the  council  had  remained  fis 

December,  he    there  publifhed  the  King's  p 

clamation,    ^*  fetting  forth  the  piety  of  his  inu 

tions  in  the  matter  of  the  liturgy  and  Cano 

and  charging  the  oppofers  with  having  inc 

red  the  penalties  of  law,  but  promifing  to  p 
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^  d^^^i  the  error  of  a  prepofterous  zeal,  on  con-  letter 
*  ^^tion  thev  retire  theinfelves  as  dutiful  fubjefts  ;  XLVL^ 
**  ^^^  therctore  interdiding  all  fuch  concourfe  for  ' 
•*  tt^e  future,    and  comman4ing  all   ftrangers  to 
**  ^tiit  the  town  of  Stirling  where  the  civil  courts 
**  "^^cre  fitting,  upon  fix  hours  notice,  under  pain 
^  of  treafon  :'*  concluding  with  this   gentle  de- 
xlttatioUt    ^'  that  he    would  not   fhut  his    ears 
^  ^gainft  any  petition   upon  that  or  any  other 
^*  fubjed,  provided  the  matter  and  form  of  it  be 
"  no  way   prejudicial  to    his  royal  authority.*' 
•AjgaJnft  all  this,  the  Earl  of  Hume  and  Lord 
Lindlay,  as  had  been  pre-concerted,  took  inftru- 
ncnts  in  the  hands  of  a  publick  notary,   and 
boldiy  infifted  on  their  former  demands  againfl: 
the  Bifliops,  and  for  redrefling  their  pretended 
grievances.     By  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the 
^dt  of  the  noblemen  had  reached  Stirling,  and 
l^efoce  Biidnight  the  town  was  full  of  armed  men 
from  all  quarters,  who  among  other  inftances  of 
brutality,   threatened  to  butcher    the  good   old 
Archbimop  Spotfwood,   but  were  kept  back  by 
their  more  cautious  mailers.     And  now  the  party 
broke  out  into  open  defiance,  and  being  refolvcd 
to  go  thro'  with  their  enterprize,  in  defpite  of  the 
gOTcmment,  they  drove  back  to  Edinburgh,  where 
>fter  having  confuited  with  Hope  the  advocate^ 
sod  (bme  others  of  that  profcflion^  they  fet  up  a 
counter-authoiity  confiding  of  four  Tables  ;  the  no- 
bility made  one,  the  Barons  another,  the  minifters 
*  tturd,  and  the  BurgefTes  a  fourth.     Thefe  four 
^erc  to  prepare  and  digeft   matters  for  the  G^- 
^^al  TaSJe^  which  was  formed  of  a  fele£t  num- 
ber of  commiiiioners  from  all  the  reft  :    And  here 
^e  ultimate  and  binding  rcfolutions  were  taken. 
'  *lie  firft  production  of  this  new  and  cxtraordi- 
YoL  U.  R  r  nary 
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rnTEu  nary  tribunal  was  a   National  Covenant^  wh: 
XLVI.  they  iramed   upon  a   model  given  them  by 
^  ^^  ^  late  King  James  in  his  minority,  the  occafion 
which  was  this : 

On  the  coming  over  of  his  favourite  cot 
Lenox  from  France,  and  his  embracing  the  rd 
mation  in  Scotland,  the  clergy  took  the  aUu 
and  gave  it  out  that  the  Pope  had  granted  difjp 
fations  to  this  nobleman  and  many  others,  allc 
ing  them  to  go  what  lengths  of  outward  profi 
on  fhould  be  required  of  them,  provided  tl 
mind  did  not  go  along  with  their  pradice,  1 
continued  inwardly  firm  and  ftedfaft  to  the  < 
caufe.  Thefe  difpenl'ations,  whether  genuine 
forged,  being  Ihewn  to  the  King,  he  defired  i 
own  chaplain  Mr.  John  Craig,  to  draw  up 
Ihort  confeflion  of  faith  in  a  negative  form,  wi 
an  abjuration  of  the  Popifli  tenets,  and  a  partic 
lar  claufe  to  combat  thefe  ill-looking  difpei 
tions.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  c 
feflion,  thus  framed  to  anfwer  the  exigencies 
the  times,  was  immediately  ordered  to  be  i 
fcribed  by  all  perfons  of  diftinftion ;  and  to 
an  example  to  the  fubjedbs,  the  King  himfelf,  t 
only  fourteen  years  of  age,  with  the  whole  cc 
:ind  council,  publickly  fwore  to  it  and  fubfcril 
it  on  the  sd  of  March  1581.  Nine  years  a: 
this,  when  the  Spaniih  Armada  had  frighteJ 
the  whole  ifland,  and  the  terrors  of  another 
tempt  of  the  fame  kind  were  ftrong  on  peof 
minds,  there  was  added  at  the  end  of  this  c« 
feflion  a  ^^  General  Band  for  maintenance 
*'  the  true  religion,  and  the  King's  perfon." 
which,  after  having  pafled  a  fuitable  encomium 
the  King's  religious  difpofition,  the  fubfcribers  £ 
^*  We  have  therefore,  in  the  prcfence  of  Almig] 
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*  God^  and  with  his  Majefty's  authorizing  and  lettfr. 

**  aU(»97ance,   faithfully    promifed   and    folemnly  XLVL 

••  (worn,  Hkeas  we  hereby  faithfully  and  folemnly 

**  (wear  and  promife,  to  take  a  true,  effauld  and 

"  plain  part  with   his  Majefty  amongft  ourfelves, 

**  for  averting  the   appearing  danger  threatened 

**  to  the  faid  religion,  and  his  Majefty*s  ftate  and 

**  ftanding  depending  thereon,  by  whatfoever  fo- 

**  wgn  or  intelline  plots  and  preparations  :  And 

^  to  that  effed  faithfully  and  upon  our  truth  and 

**  boQours,  we  bind  and  oblige  us,  &c/* 

Such  was   the  lenor  of  that   General  Band  or 
C«ww«/  drawn  up  in  the  reign  of  King  James, 
^  only  with  his  concurrence,  but  defigned  for 
'w  honour   and  fecurity,  in  language  that  would 
^init   of  no   evafion.     So   it  would  not  anfwer 
Uic  purpofe  of  our  new  aflbciation.     For  tho*  they 
adopted  the  negative   confeffion  from   beginning 
to  end  without    the    lead    variation,    that    they 
^ght  impofe  upon  the  people  with  that  plaufible 
*>und,  they  took  care  to  make  out  a  new  band, 
^Qy  diflferent   from  the  old  one,  in   which  after 
•^^rioning  the    "  danger  of  the   true   reformed 
**  religion,   of  the   King's   honour,   and   of  the 
**  public  peace  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  manifold 
innovations  and  evils  generally  contained  and 
**  I>articularly   mentioned  in  their   late  fupplica- 
tions,  complaints  and  proteflations,  they  add,** 
We  do  hereby   profefs,   and  before  God,   his 
angels,  and  the  world,  folemnly   declare,  that 
with   our  whole  hearts  we  agree   and  refolve 
all   the  days  of  our   life  conltantly  to  adhere 
unto,   and   to  defend    the   faid   true  religion, 
forbearing  the  pradice  of  ail   innovations   al- 
ready introJuced  in  the  matters  of  the  wonhip 
of  God,  or  approbation  of  the  corruptions  of 

R  r  z  ^'  the 
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LETTER  "  the  public  government  of  the  kirk,  or  d 
XLVI.  "  places  and  power  of  kirkmen,  till  they  be  1 
ed  and  allowed  in  free  aflemblies  and  pari 
ments  :  To  labour  by  all  means  lawful  to 
cover  the  purity  and  liberty  of  the  gofpel^ 
it  was  eftablifhed  and  profeifed  before  the  ft 
•*  faid  innovations :  And  becaufe  after  due  1 
*'  amination  we  plainly  perceive  and  undoubte 
**  believe,  that  thefe  innovations  and  evils  hs 
**  no  warrant  in  the  word  of  God,  are  contrary 
*'  the  articles  of  our  confeffions,  to  the  intent! 
•*  and  meaning  of  the  blefled  reformers  of  rdi 
^'  on  in  this  land,  and  to  the  forefaid  afks 
"  Parliament,  and  do  fenfibly  tend  to  the  re-d 
**  blifhment  of  the  Popifh  religion  and  tyran] 
•*  and  to  the  fubverfion  and  ruin  of  the  true 
**  formed  religion^  and  of  our  liberties,  law«  a 
**  eftates  :  We  therefore  declare,  that  the  fe 
'*  faid  confeflions  are  to  be  interpreted,  and  ou| 
**  to  be  underftood,  of  the  forefaid  innovati 
*'  and  evils,  no  lefs  than  if  every  one  of  tb 
**  had  been  exprefled  in  the  forefaid  confeflioi 
^*  and  that  we  are  obliged  to  deteft  and  abl 
**  them  amongft  other  particular  heads  of  Pa^ 
**  ry  abjured  therein :  And  therefore  we  proui 
**  and  fwear  by  the  great  name  of  the  Lord  i 
^*  God,  to  continue  in  the  profeflion  and  ob© 
^*  ence  of  the  forefaid  religion,  to  defend  the  fan 
**  and  refill  all  thefe  contrary  errors  and  com 
*•  tions,  according  to  our  vocation,  and  to  t 
**  uttermoft  of  that  power  that  God  has  put  ii 
•*  our  hands,  all  the  days  of  our  lives  :**  A 
then,  after  engaging  not  to  be  divided  or  difu3 
ed  from  one  another,  and  making  a  folemn 
rade  about  private  reformation,  they  conclf3 
*'  In  Witnefs  whereof,  we  have  fubfcribed  1^ 
**  our  hands  all  the  prcmifes.*' 

7] 
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Thus  was  this  famous  National  Covenant  mould-  letter 
d  into  a  proper  Ihape,  and  with  this  mutinous  XLVL 
►and  "  of  mutual  defence'*  fent-  abroad  among 
be  deluded  people,   under   the   fpecious  title  of 

*  The  Confeteon  of  Faith  of  the  Kirk  of  Scot- 
'  land,  fubl'cribed  at  firft  by  the  King's  Majef- 
'  ty  and  his  houfhold  in  1581,  and  again,  by 
1  all  forts  of  perfons  in  1590,  with  a  General 
^  Band^  &c."  And  yet,  notwithftanding  of  the 
jrcat  flrefs  laid  upon  King  James  having  fub- 
zribed  this  negative  Confemon,  it  is  certain,  that 
rhcn  he  was  come  to  more  knowledge  in  thefe 
latters,  and  had  got  out  of  the  trammels  in 
rhich  his  Scottifh  Kirk  had  long  kept  him,  he 
KDked  on  this  compofuion  in  another  light,  and 
ad  no  very  high  opinion  of  it.  For  in  the 
onference  at  Hampton-Court,  in  anfwer  to  a 
^Topofid  by  the  Diffenters,  to  have  fome  more 
Negative  propofitions  inferted  into  the  Englifh 
MX)k  of  articles,  he  obferves,  that  Mr.  Craig's 
expedient  of  this  kind,  with  his  difclaiming  forms 
jf  "  abhorring,  renouncing,  and  detefting,"  did 
o  amaze  and  overfet  the  underftandings  of  the 
nilgar,  that  they  either  continued  in  their  for- 
mer ignorance,  or  relapfed  into  Popery.    **  And 

*  for  my  part,  "  he  fays,"  if  I  had  been  obliged 
'•  to  run    the  whole   length   of  this  minifter's 

*  creed,  I  muft  have  carried  my  faith  in  my 
**  pocket  book,  for  my  head  would  not  have 
••  held  it." 

However,  fuch  as  it  was,  being  now  fanSified 
^th  the  new  name  of  a  Covenant^  as  its  inter- 
preters called  it,  between  God  and  the  nation, 
and  direfted  to  their  own  ends  by  their  addi- 
tional BanJy  it  made  its  firft  public  appearance 
on  the  firfl  of  March    1638,  in  the  Grey  Friars 

kirk* 
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LETTER  kirk  at  Edinburgh,  where,  after  being  once  le: 
XLVI.  over,  accompanied  with  a  flaming  panegyric  c 
it  by  Lord  Loudon,  and  a  long  prayer  for  fu 
cefs  to  it  by  Mr.  Henderfon,  it  was  eagerly  ful 
fcribed  by  almoft  all  who  were  prefent ;  and 
vail  concourfe  there  was,  both  in  the  kirk  ai 
Jkirk-yard.  Thro'  the  reft  of  the  coimtry,  d% 
daily  in  the  South  and  Weft,  the  miniftc 
commendation  of  it  was  all  that  the  *pec 
fought  before  fubfcription.  In  the  North  in<f 
it  did  not  meet  with  a  very  favourable  r^ 
lion,  at  leaft  for  fome  time,  which  was  thowL 
to  be  owing  to  the  influence  of  the  town 
clergy  of  Aberdeen  on  the  adjacent  counc: 
To  remove  this  obftacle,  Mr.  Henderfon  and- 
David  Dickfon,  minifter  at  Irvine,  were 
North  by  the  Tables  at  Edinburgh,  and  ^ 
defired  to  call  to  their  afliftance  Mr.  AnC 
Cant,  minifter  at  Pitfligo  in  Buchan,  the  ohly^ 
in  thefe  parts  that  favoured  the  caufe.  With  t: 
three  came  the  Earl,  afterwards  the  renowned  I^ 
quis  of  Montrofe,  to  ftrengthen  the  arguna.^ 
of  the  divines  by  the  terror  of  his  ^refel 
and  overawe  fuch  as  would  not  be  convia< 
But  neither  the  terror  of  Montrofe,  nor  the  i 
toric  of  Henderfon  could  get  the  better  of 
Doftors  of  Aberdeen,  who  at  that  time  were  f3 
eminent  for  learning,  and  highly  refpefted  in 
churches  abroad.  The  difpute  was  drawn  t^ 
confiderable  length,  and  replies  and  duplies  | 
fed  on  both  fides.  However,  for  what  fchola 
difputation  could  not  effedtuate,  lawlefe  ^ 
foon  took  a  fweet  revenge  :  For  as  foon  as 
Covenanters,  as  we  fliall  now  call  them,  got 
tual  hold  of  that  power  which  they  were  n 
aiming  at,  they  perfecuted  thefe  obftinatc  D 
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^  ^\h  fuch  unrelenting  fury,  that  to  fave  their  letter 
^>  they  were  forced  to  leave  the  country  and  XLVI. 
>  into  voluntary  exile.  * 
It  is  true,  thefe  **  three  Apoftles  of  the  Cove- 
nt,"  as  they  were  called,  thus  fortified  by  the 
iority  of  fo  great  a  man  as  Montrofe  was 
n  then  known  to  be,  prevailed  with  numbers 
the  citizens  of  Aberdeen,  and  by  their  ex- 
ple  with  fundry  minifters  and  people  in  that 
gbbourhood,  to  fubfcribe  their  Covenant :  And 
attended  with  a  multitude  of  profelytes,  his 
tlfliip  and  his  colleagues  returned  in  triumph 
Edinburgh  about  the  beginning  of  June,  to 
;  account  of  their  commiflion,   and  fee  what 

Of  thefe  the  moft  confpicuous  were  the  two  profeflbrs  of 
aty.  Dr.  Robert  Baron  io  the  Marifchal,  and  Dr.  John 
besy  10  the  King's  College.  Dr.  Baron,  who  made  the  prin 
1  figure  in  the  debate,  was  obliged  to  fly  to  Berwick,  where 
was  nominated  by  the  King  to  the  See  of  Orkney,  vacant  by 
bop  Gnham's  apoflacy,  but  died  before  confecration.  Dr. 
het  vasfbn  to  Bi(hop  Forbes  of  Corfe,  and  retired  to  Hol- 
I,  where  he  publiihed  his  InibudHoncs  Hiflorico  theologies,  a 
k  of  Tad  compafs  and  great  erudition:  When  he  was  pro- 
N't  he  purchased  a  houfe  in  01^  Aberdeen,  and  difponed  it 
k  ale  of  his  fucceiTors  in  ofRce  in  all  time  comina,  but  in 
di^fition  had  forgot  to  fecurc  his  own  liferent :    On  whicli 

cofeoaoters,  when  they  declared  his  place  vacant,  took 
1  of  this  omiifion,  and  bafely  turned  the  man  out  of  the  houfe 
ich  he  had  bought  with  his  own  money  :  And  not  fatisfied 
b  harafling  him  in  life,  they  would  not  allow  his  dead  body 
c  buried  beiide  his  father  in  Bifhop  Dunbar's  ifle,  tho'  he  had 
BcSly  deiired  it,  and  his  friends  afked  it  as  a  particular  fa- 
ir. Befides  thefe  two,  they  expelled  likewife  the  two  Pnn- 
ibf  Dr.  William  Leflie  of  King's  college  and  Dr.  Patrick 
10  of  the  Marifchal,  Dr.  Alexander  Scrogie  minifter  in  the 
1  Town,  Drs.  Alexander  Rofs  and  James  Slbbald  in  the 
vtown,  John  Forbes  parfon  of  Auchterlefs,  Andrew  Logy 
fco  of  Rayne,  John  Rofs  parfon  of  Birfe,  John  Gregory 
^ofDrumoak,  John  Logy  rcdtcr  of  Raikcn,  and  Thomas 
'OU8  minifter  of  Udny. 

further 
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LKTTFK  further  was  to  be  done.  The  Bifhops  all  th 
XLVL  while  were  fadiy  perplexed,  and  truly  in  a  pii 
able  condition,  not  knowing  how  to  aft,  or  whoj 
to  truft.  The  old  Primate  Spotfwood,  being 
Edinburgh  when  the  Covenant  was  firft  figne 
lamented  **  that  all  that  they  had  been  doing  tbe 
**  thirty  years  was  now  thrown  down  at  once, 
and  fufpefting  danger  to  his  perfon  from  d 
madnefs  of  the  bigotted  mob,  took  a  moumf 
leave  of  his  native  country,  and  withdrew  £ 
refiige  to  Newcaftle,  where'  he  refigned  the  o 
fice  of  Chancellor,  and  had  from  the  Kin^  a 
ample  and  honourable  acknowledgement  of  h 
fidelity  and  good  fervices.  The  reft  of  the  B 
(hops  took  the  beft  care  of  themfelves  that  thi 
could,  and  gave  intimation  from  time  to  time  t 
the  Primate  how  things  were  going  on,  and  wbi 
tumultuous  ftepS  were  taken,  to  abufe  and  diftrd 
the  non-fubfcribing  clergy  throughout  the  kin| 
dom. 

Mean  time,  the  King,  alarmed  at  thefe  rebe 
lious  proceedings,  fent  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton 
another  nobleman  of  a  fufpidous  charader,  . 
his  High  Commiilioner,  with  full  powers  tofetl 
all  thefe  difturbances  ;  and  this,  it  is  faid,  he  dii 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  fome  honeft  men,  vi 
recommended  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  to  that  in 
portant  ilation.  On  the  tenth  of  June,  the  n0 
commif&oner  came  to  Dalkeith,  and  after  km 
days  (lay  there,  to  the  palace  at  Holyroodbouf 
There  the  heads  of  the  Covenanters  condefcende 
to  wait  on  him,  and  being  afked,  ^*  What  the 
*'  would  expeft  to  hear  in  the  King's  name  k 
^  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  what  he  migl 
**  expeft  from  them  as  to  renouncing  the 
"  Covenant,  and  returning  to  their  obedience  f 


OK    SCOTLAND.  3x1 

to  the  firft  they  replied,  **  that  nothing  but  a  letter 

**  General  Affembly  and  a  Parliament  would  give  XLVL 

^  them  fatisfaftion/'  and  to  the  other  their  an- 

focr  was,  **  that  they  had  never  departed  from 

**  their  obedience,  nor  failed  in  any  part  of  loy- 

^  alty ;  and  as  for  the  Covenant,  they  would  as 

**  fixm  renounce  their  baptifm,  as  abate  one  word 

**  or  fyllable   of  it,  accounting    it  more  ufeful' 

^*  and  available  than  all  the  laws  that  had  been 

•*  eufied    iince   the  time  of  Fergus   their  firft 

*•  King,''  boldly  telling  his  Grace,  with  infolence 

Cfloagh,   **  that  it  was   a  propofal,  which,  tho' 

**  they  had  now  heard,  they  were  refolved  never 

**  to  hear  a  fecond  time."     Their  next  ftep  was 

to  place  guards  on  the  Caftle  of  Edinburgh,  and 

to  iflue  a   prohibition  againft  reading  the  Engliih 

icrvice  in  the  King's  own  chapel,  on   the  very 

firft  Sunday  of  the  Commif&dner's  being  there, 

vrith  this  unchriftian  menace,   ^*  that  whofoever 

**  fliould  read  it,  fhould  never  read  more ;  and 

'*  that  there  were  a  thoufand  men  provided  to 

•*  prevent  it/*     All  which   outrages,   the  Com-^ 

mitfioner  either  overlooked,  or  durft  not  refent. 

Yet,  to  foften  them,  if  poflible,  he  recalled  the 
Court  of  Seflion  to  Edinburgh,  at  the  preffing 
<icfire  of  the  citizens,   on  the  2d   of  July:   But 
this  did  not  content  them, .  unlefs  he  would  re- 
move-Sir Robert  Spotfwood  the  Prefident,  and 
Sir  John   Hay  the   Rcgifter^    becaufe    of  their 
ivetlion   to  the   Covenant,    and     attachment  to 
^copacy ;  which  was  fuch  an  extravagant  de- 
^^j  as  his  Grace  neither  would  nor  could  yield 
^    So  on  the  4th  of  July  he  caufed  to  be  pub- 
«ftcd  at  the  market  crols,  his  Majelly's  proclama- 
^^,  declaring  *'  his  refolution   to  maintain  the 
true  Proteltant   religion,  and    that    he  never 
YoL  II,  S  f  "  intended 
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LFTTER  "  intended  to  prefs  the  Canons  and  fervicc-bool 
XLVI.  '^  but  in  fuch  a  legal  way  as  might  be  agrei 
able  to  all  his  loving  fubjeds,  and  therefbi 
warning  them  all  to  beware  of  difobedience. 
This  was  immediately  attacked  by  a  protefti 
tion,  and  inflruments  taken  in  prefence  of  man 
thoufands,  by  the  Earl  of  Caf&iis,  and  read  b 
Johnfton  of  Warriftomi,  in  name  of  all  who  ac 
hered  to  the  Covenant.  Of  all  this  the  MarqiL 
gave  intelligence  to  the  King,  and  himfelf  on  th 
1 9th  took  a  journey  to  court  for  further  inftrui 
tions,  where  he  and  fome  other  counfellors  ac 
vifed  the  King  to  renew  the  old  Confeflion  c 
Faith,  ratified  in  1567,  to  call  a  General  A 
fembly,  and  to  difcharge  the  Canons,  fervid 
book,  and  High  Commiflion.  On  the  8th  i 
Auguft  he  returned,  and  in  a  meeting  with  tt 
Covenanters,  propofed  to  them  fome  preparatoi 
articles,  as  the  condition  of  his  granting  th;2 
demands  of  an  aflembly  and  parliament.  The 
articles,  as  firft  propofed,  were  ten  in  numbe 
which  being  rejected  by  the  other  party,  as  qiu; 
deftrudive  of  their  fcheme,  he  very  <:ondefceni 
ingly  contrafted  into  two,  ^^  That  no  laicks  flu 
**  have  f  voices  in  chuiing  the  minifters  to  1 
**  fent  from  the  feveral  prelbyteries  to  the  a 
fembly,  nor  none  elfe  but  the  minifters  of  ll 
fame  prefbytery  ;  and  that  the  aifembly  flia 
not  go  about  to  determine  of  things  eftal 
*^  liihed  by  a£ts  of  Parliament,  otherwife  than  b 
^*  remonftrance  or  petition  to  the  Parliamem 
^'  leaving  the  determining  of  things  ecclefiaftics 
**  to  the  aflembly,  and  things  fettled  by  ad  n 
**  Parliament  to  the  Parliament."  But  thefek* 
ing  ftill  difagreeable  to  their  views,  they  threa 
ened  to   proceed  to  bufmefs,  and  it  was  «i' 

difficoL 
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tfiScolty  that  he  got  them  prevailed  upon  to  i  etfeu 
nit  till  hr  fhould  confult  the  King  a  fecond  XLVL 
time,  and  obtain  his  final  determination. 

The  refult  of  this  delay  was  ftill   unfatisfac- 
tOTf.    For  when  his  Grace,  at  his  return  on  the 
I71I1  of  September,  produced  the  original  Confef- 
Jion  of  King  James  in  1581,   with  the  genuine 
.AW  in  J  590,  which   made   a  part  of  the  thle 
of  their  own  Covenant,  they   gave  out  to  the 
people,  ^^  that  what  the  Marquis  brought  tended 
^^  to  the  fubverfion  of  their  liberties  and  religion, 
^^  that  a    new  Covenant  was  fet  on  foot  to  de- 
**  (boy  theirs,  and   that   if  they  did   not  reiift 
**  manfully  no^r,  all  was  loft."     However,   the 
Cominiilioner    and  Privy    Council  did  proclaim 
and  fubfcribe  that  old  Confejfton^  and   gave  or- 
ders for  a  general,  fubfcription  of  it  throughout 
the  kingdom.     This  done,  they  next  on  the  2  2d 
of  September,  publicly  at   the  crofs,  difcharged 
the  Canons,  fervice-book.  High  Commidion,  and 
-Aniclei  of  Perth,  and  fummoned  a  General  Af- 
&mbly  to  meet  at  Glafgow  on  the  2 1  ft  of  No« 
vember  next,   and   a  Parliament  at   Edinburgh 
^  the  1 5th  of  May   following.      It  was    now 
Iu)p3d  that    all  malccontcnts  would  have  been 
btufied,  as  this  was  granting  them  all  that  they 
thitherto  fought.     But  the  leaders,  whom  the 
>^  durft  not  contradid,  inftead  of  acquielcing, 
^cnt  boldly  to  the  crofs  with  a  proteftation  a- 
E^  the  proclamation,  as  being  faulty  in  fomc 
l^vticulars,  and  not  full  and  explicit  enough  in 
^Aers,  that  is  to  fay,  not  to  their    tafte  in  any. 
'Atid  here  again    the    proteftation  was  read  by 
^arrifton,  and  inftruments  taken  now  by  the 
^«rl  of  Montrofe  and  the  delegates  from  the  o- 
^^  Tablcsy  "  in  name  of  all  who  adhered  to 

S  f  2  "  the 
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i.KTTER  "  the  Covenant/*    And  on   the  Sunday  follow 
XLVI.  ing,  all  the  pulpits  in  Edinburgh  refounded  wit! 
virulent  invedives  and  declamations  againft  th 
King's   declaration,  and  fubfcription   of  the  ol 
Confeffion,    branding    it  with   no  milder  epith 
than    the    "  depth   and    policy   of  the  Devil. 
while  their  prayers  begged  of  God  "  to  icat^ 
*'  them  in  Jacob,  and  divide  them  in  Ifrael,  ^jvl 
**  had   been  the  authors   of  that  Mattering  ^ 
**  divifive  counfel.**     Yet,   wherever  the  decl  ^ 
tion  was   publiihed,    before  the    Covenanters^ 
Edinburgh  had  time  by  their  emiflaries  to 
people  with  their   venom  againft  it,    it   was 
ceived   with  all  expreffions  of  joy  and  than 
acknowledgment :  And  at  Glafgow  in  partic 
it   met  with  fuch  a  cordial  reception,  that 
Provoft  and  town-council  wrote  a  letter,  and 
minifters  and    matters   of    the  College  anotr. 
to   the  Commiflioner,  full    of   thanks,    and 
prefling  the  higheft  fatisfaftion   in   his  Majc"^ 
clemency  and   fatherly  care  of  his  people. 

But  thefe  good  dilpofitions  did  not  long  cro 
tinue.  For  the  aflembly  being  now  fummoxi^ 
the  Tables  at  Edinburgh  were  bufy  preparifi, 
matters  againft  the  day  of  meeting,  and  emploj 
ing  all  their  wits  to  have  the  affembly  coaftitut0 
to  their  mind.  They  faw  that  the  far  grcaW 
part  of  the  minifters  inclined  to  peace,  and  W*' 
ready  to  reft  quietly  under  his  Majefty's  te* 
conceflions.  All  pains  therefore  were  to  be  take 
to  exclude  fuch  moderate  men,  and  to  have  ^ 
members  fent  to  the  aflembly,  but  fuch  as  tJ»^ 
knew  would  go  all  lengths.  To  this  purp^ 
orders  were  iffued  from  the  lables^  that  ev^ 
particular  parifli  ftiould  fend  to  their  preft)yt^ 
a  layman,  under  the  title  of  a  Ruling  Elder,  9^ 
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-=  ^  if  polTible,  to  be  a   Nobleman  or   great  Ba-  litter 

^n,  to   have  equal  vote   with  the  miniftcrs,  in  XL VI. 

Iii4X>fiiig  the  delegate    from   that    prefbytery. — 

!^iiu  ftep  Dvas  at    fir  ft  flrongly  oppofed  by  the 

eminiftersy  even  Covenanters  as   well  as   others, 

&    having  been  in  defuetude  among   them  for 

oTty  years,  and  likely  to  bring  the  clergy  under 

ajs  great  fubjeftion  to  thefe  lay-elders  as  ever  they 

Had  been  to   the  Biihops.     But  in  favour  of  the 

foheme,  it  ^vas  reprefented,  that  by  this  means 

rhere  would  be  a  fair  profpeft  of  having  the  dq- 

oifions  of  the  aiTembly   ratified     in   the  enfuing 

Parliament,  where  thefe  lay-elders,  if  Noblemen, 

had  a  feat  by   birth-right,  and  if  of  the  gentry, 

had  a  chance  of  being  elected,  and  confequent- 

ly  might   fway  the   Parliament  as   they  pleafed. 

The ncceffity  of  unity  too  was  urged,  and  the  ob- 

Kgations  they  were  under  by  their  Covenant,  not 

to  break  out,  or  divide  from  one  another  at  this 

critical  jundure.     And    where  neither   of  thefe 

f<<Iiacious  arguments  could  induce   the  miniders 

^0  yield  to  what  they  thought  fuch  an  unconfti- 

tutional  encroachment,  thefe  lay-elders,  according 

to  inftrufkions   from   the    Tablet^  forced    ihcm- 

felves  into  the  prefbyteries,  and  gave  their  votes, 

*8  they  were   direded  from  Edinburgh,  whether 

^  miaifters  would  or  not,  fo  that  in  mod  pref- 

^Fteries,  the  laity  chofe  the  members  of  the  af- 

fcnbly,  and  thereby  got  a  confiderable  majority 

^  be  of  the  fiercelt  and  mod  ngid  kind. 

Every  method  likewife  was  thought  of  to  re- 
^ttimend  their  own  Covenant,  and  to  cry  down 
^^e  one  which  the  CommiiTioner  and  Privy-coun* 
^1  had  lately  fubfcribcd  :  And  among  other  ftra- 
^gems  to  effedt  this,  they  took  hold  of  a  poor 
*^yftcrical  girl,  of  the  name  of  Mitchelfon,  who 

in 
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LETTER  in  her  vapoorifii  fits  ufed  to  bhb  out,  with  a  ' 
XLVL  wonderful  appearance  of  godly  zeal,  the  reproaches 
and  bitter  invedives  which  (he  had  fo  frequently 
beard  from  the  pulpits,  againft  the  Biibops  and 
the  fervice-book.  To  this  fickly  jcreafure  there 
was  an  incredible  concourfe  dP  all  ranks  and 
charaQers  in  Edinburgh,  who  ftayed  by  her  day 
and  night,  watching  her  motions^  and  admiring 
her  raptures  and  extafies  as  fo  many  infpirations 
from  heaven.  And  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  blafphe- 
my  was  this  farce  carried,  that,  when  in  one  of 
her  canting  fpeeches  the  fpe£tators  defired  RoUock 
the  minifter,  who  was  always  at  her  elbow,  lo 
pray  with  her  and  fpeak  to  her,  he  told  them, 
*^  that  he  durfl  not  do  it,  as  it  would  be  bad 
'^  manners  in  him  to  fpeak  to  her  while  his  maf- 
**  ter  was  fpeaking  in  her.*'  Her  current  theme 
was  in  praife  of  the  Covenant,  about  a  Covenant* 
ed  Gofpel  and  a  Covenanting  Jefus,  and  that  it 
was  revealed  to  her  from  God,  that  their  Cove- 
nant was  approved  and  ratified  in  heaven,  and 
would  be  prote£led  by  God  the  author  of  it 
againft  all  oppofition,  but  that  the  King's  Cove- 
nant was  an  invention  of  Satan,  and  it  and  all 
its  adherents  would  in  end  be  confounded  and 
brought  to  nothing.  Such  pitiful  ibifts,  even  to 
the  imitation  of  Romifh  forgeries,  will  men  fly  to^ 
in  fupport  of  a  caufe,  which  they  are  determined 
to  maintain  at  all  hazards. 

But  the  principal  obje£k  of  the  party's  care 
was  how  to  get  the  Biihops  kept  out  from  hav- 
ing a  feat  in  the  aifembly,  where,  for  fo  many 
years  pad,  the  eccleliaflical  conftitution  had  given 
them  the  chief  place.  The  Commiifioner's  pro* 
clamation  had  ^^  warned  all  and  fundry  Archbi- 
^^  fhops,  Biihops,  CommiiTioners  of  Kirks»  and 
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**  others  having  place  and  vote   in  the  afTembly,  lettfr 
^^  to  repair  and  addrefs  to   the  city  of  Glafgow^  XL VI. 
^  on  the  2 1  ft  day  of  November  next  to  come, 
^  and  to  attend  the  AfTembly  during  the  time 
^  thereof,  and  ay  and  while  the  fame  be  diflblv- 
*  ed,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  which  to  their 
^  charges    in  fuch   cafes  appertaineth,    as  they 
**  will  anfwer  to  the  contrary  at  their   higheR: 
**  pciiL"     This,  tho*  ufual  form,  gave  great  of- 
fence; and  the    fear   was,  left    if  the   Bifhops 
Hiould  take  their  feats,  the  ftrength  of  their  rea- 
ioiiings  and  weight  of  their  charaders  might  fway 
tbic  wembly,  and  mu^h  difturb,  if  not  entirely 
defeat,  the  deiigns  that  were  in  hand.     To  guard 
a^ainft  this  danger,  the  Tables  addreifed  the  Com* 
miffioner  for  his  warrant,  to  cite  the  Bifliops  be- 
fore the  aflembly  as  pannels,  and  thereby  cut  ofiT 
^bdr  right  of  either  judgment  or  fuffrage  ;  which 
impertinent  demand  his  Grace  peremptorily  re- 
f  ufed,  as  being  without  his  commiflion,  and  con^ 
^rary  both  to  law  and  reafon. 

Tinding   themfelves   fruftrated  in   their  hopes 

from  this  expedient,  they  next  drew  up  a  moft 

£dre,  odious,  and  fcandalous  libel  againft  the  Bi- 

^^)8in  general:    In  which    the  great  point  of 

^ccufation,  is  their  violating  the  ads  of  the  gene- 

^  aifembiy  at  Montrofe  in  1600,  and  exercifmg 

die  office  and  authority  of  Biftiops  other  wife  than 

according  to  the  cautions   and  reftridions   laid 

^Wn  at  that  time ;   but  no  notice  taken  of  that 

^fanbly's  being  exaudorated  by  following  afltm- 

Wet,  cfpedally  by  the  affembly  of  Glalgow  in 

'^'0,  which   invefted   the  Bi(hops  with  all  the 

P^crs  of   office  they   had  exercifed   from   that 

^e :   And  then,  by  way  of  epilogue,  they  ium 

HP  all  with  this  perfonal  charge,   "  Bjfides  9II 

"  thefe 
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i-RTTFR  **  thefe  feults,  the  faid  Mr.  David  Lindfay, 
XLVL"  tended    Bifhop  of  Edinburgh,   with  his 
leagues  refpedively,  in  his  life  and   con* 
tion  is  flandered  conftantly  as  guilty  of  < 
five  drinking,  whoring,  playing  at  cards 
dice,  fwearing,  profane  fpeaking,  exceffive 
ing,    profaning  of  the  Sabbath,  conteir 
the  public  ordinances  and  private  fisimily- 
cifes,    mocking  of  the  power    of  pr^ac 
prayer,  fpiritual   conference   and  fincere 
feffors,  befides  bribery,  fimony,  felling  of 
miflary's  places,  lies,  perjuries,  diflioneft 
ings  in  civil  bargains,  abufing   of  the  ▼ 
*'  adulteries,  incefts,  with  many  other  ofFenc 
^*  which  we  (hall  give  the  particulars  in  ou 
*'  ticular  accufations." 

This  infamous  paper,  thus  framed  and  pi 
ed,  was  put  into  the  hands  of  a  junto  of  t 
noblemen,  thirty  three  barons,  five  minifter 
fix  burgeffes,  not  chofen  to  be  members  « 
fcmbly,  and  therefore  competent  to  be  ace 
with  direftions  to  lay  it  before  the  Prefbyto 
Edinburgh,  as  a  libel  and  petition  for  juftice* 
cordingly  thefe  tools  of  the  cabal  did  upo 
^4th  day  of  Oftober  prefent  it  to  that  Pi-c 
ry :  and  the  fame  day  the  Prefbytery 
formal  fentence,  as  had  been  concerted,  * 
^'  and  do  refer  the  fame  to  the  next  gena 
**  fembly  to  be  holden  at  Glafgow  the  fli 
**  November.  And  we  ordain  the  publiflni 
**  this  complaint  and  our  reference,  to  be 
•*  read  by  all  the  paftors  of  the  Prefbytery 
•*  the  next  Sabbath  before  noon  out  of  theii 
*^  pits,  with  a  public  warning  and  citation  ft 
^^  offenders  complained  on,''  naming  all  th( 
(hops  as  in  the  libel,   ^^  to  be  prefent  at  the 

«  afle 
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^  aflimbly,  to  anfwer  to  the  faid  complaint  in  ge-  lbttbr 
^  neral^  3nd  to  all  the  particular  heads  of  it :-  HLVL 
^' and  to.  undergo  the  trial  and  cenfure  of  it: 
^  And  requiring  ail  parties  who  have  incereft 
*^  dthcr.in  purfuing,  fpecifytng^  or  proving,  the 
^  above  complaint,  to  bd.prefent.at,the  .airenibly 
^  .bt  that  purpofe/'    In  obedience  to  this  tyran- 
nical tmiinance.  of  a  judicatory  no  way  compe* 
lent :  to  fuch  a  high  ftretch  of  authority,  the  whole 
vu  read -frcMn.  all  the  pulpits  in  Edinburgh  on 
dKDCXt  Sunday,  and  that  too  with  fuch  a  zealous 
ponftuality  that  in.  the.  College  kirk,  where  RoU 
lock  {Keacfaed,  iL  being  a.  communion  day,  and  af# 
tenioon  befons  .the  people  had  all  received^  the 
Qvdiovcy  thimkfgivinga  after  the  communion,  and 
die  ufoat  inrayer  and  reading  of  the  fcripture  be- 
fore r.thfi  afternoon  fennon,  were  all  omitted,  to 
nate  TDom  ht  this  more  important  piece   of 


Ihife  .all  JtUngs    being  as  properly  adjufted 
u  hntan  iwic  .could;  devife,  to  admit  fureifritods, 
sod  keep  out' open  or  fufpe£led  i  enemies,  at  lad 
QQdir:ftift.6f  November  1638^  this  renowiied  a& 
-faahly  fiat  down,  a  motley  convention  of  Prciby- 
•fin  and  layaten,  of  which.laft  there  were  feven 
£ark,  ten -Lords,  forty.  Gentlemen,  and  fifty  one 
JkttffSa^   .The  firil  day,  after  the  ufual  forma- 
ii^  dieroys^  commiffion  was  read,  and  the  com- 
-Buffioner  made  a  fpeech,  exhorting  them; 'to  a 
Pcaccableand!  moderate  carriage,  and  touching  a 
^atforiher  difordcrs.    On  thb  day  a-  lay^eU 
-der^  the  Earl  of  (Rothes^  ih&rply  anf^'ered  ^^  that 
-  thdy.had  given  his  Grace  content  for  all  their 
pr0cac£ngs,"  >  which   lus  Grace  objected  to, 
^  took  God;  to  witnefs, .   ''  that  he  idad  never 
yet  received  btisfiadion  from  them  inany;p9J't 
. '  of  their  procedure.'*     The  next  dav,  when  they 
Vol.  II.  T  t  were 
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LETTHK  were  all  met,  a  paper  was  prefented  to  cb 
:  XLVI.  Commiffioner  by  Mr.  Robert  Hamilton,  mixufte 
of  Glasford,  procurator  for  the  Bifhops,  protefi 
ing  againft  this  aflfembly,  and  declining  the  av 
thority  -and  judgment  of  it  for  the  following  rea 
fons.  I.  Becaufethe  TabUs  at  Edinbur^  ha 
cn'dered  the  members  to  be  chofen  before  the  ai 
fembly  was  indided,  which  was  againft  law.  s 
Becaufe  the  aflembly  confifts  of  numbers  of  la] 
men,  who  are  allowed  a  dedfive  vote  no  lefs  tha 
the  clergy,  whereas  fuch  perfons  are  legally  di 
abled,  and  muvj  of  them  otherwife  unqualified  1 
a&  in  fuch  a  fphere.  3.  Becaule  many  even  c 
thofe  who  pretend  to  be  minifters,  have  difquad 
fied  themfdves  from  being  members  of  a  regobd 
conftituted  aflembly,  by  their  negleding  to  tak 
the  oaths  required  by  law,  and  by  their  feditioiis  be 
haviour  againft  his  Majefty's  authority,  and  thd 
mutinous  adhering  to  their  covenant  of  .mutiv 
defence  againft  all  perfons  whatever.  4.  Becaul 
f he  Prefbyteries,  by  fetting  afide  themoderatoi 
appointed  by  the  Biihops,  have  broken  the  a£tt  1 
the  aflembly  of  1 6 10,  and  of  the  Parliament  1 
i6ia,  and  thereby  forfeited  their  privilege  of  de 
tion.  5.  Becaufe  the  lay-elders  from  every  p 
riih,  by  thdr  influence  and  numbers  above  the  in 
nifters,  have  overawed  the  canonical  elediona»  ai 
thus  the  reprefentatives  of  the  clergy  are,  contiai 
to  all  order  and  pra£Hce,  chofen  by  the  laity.  I 
Becaufe  moft  of  the  members  of  this  meeting  -aa 
fchifmatical  and  perjured  perfbm:,  by  departix 
from  their  fwom  obedience  to  their  feveral  0 
dinaries,  and  many  of  them  are  dther  under  d 
si&ual  cenfures  ot  the  church  of  Scotland  or  Ir 
land,  or  deferve  to  be  fo,  for  many  fcandaloi 
irregularities,  which  ftand  condemned  by  the  g 

OCT 
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aoal  aflbnblies  of  this  church :  Befides  fundry  umr£R 
fxriboal  blemifhes  which  they  could  charge  them  ^^Y^-. 
^viciiy  but  in  charity  forbear  to  mention*    7.  Be« 
cade  the  moft  of  the  members  of  this  pretended 
^ailanbly  have  ahready  declared  themlelves  againft 
-Ififcopacy,  and  fo  being  pralefled  enenues,  can«» 
aiot  be  adequate  judges,  which  was  the  ihain  rea- 
ion,  and  a  very  luft  one  too,  why  the  reformers 
prcttfted  againic  the  council  of  Trent    £•  Be« 
cauGs  of  the  nidenels  and  falfehoods  of  the  fcur- 
liloas  lybel  from  the  Prelbytery  of  Edinburgh, 
and  die  injury  done  to  the  epifcopal  charader,  im 
deojing  the  Bifliops  the  privilege  of  prefidtng  ia 
errhrfiaftiral  aflemblies,  confirmed  to  them  by  fo 
many  repeated  a£b  of  both  church  and  (late.-— 
9-  necaide  of  the  manifeft  contradidion  to  reafon 
and  primitive  pra&ice  that  Biibops  fliould  be  judg- 
ed by  Firefbyters,  and  which  carries  the  abfurdity 
ifutdier,  by  a  mixed  company  of  Prelbyters  and 
I^ir-inen,  fuice  by  all  the  canons  of  the  ancient 
cliuich,  Bilhops  are  to  be  tried  by  none  beneath 
Uadr  own  order.     10.  At  the  iamo  dme  they  are 
Concent,  to  wave  this  aiicient  privilege,  and  to 
lufcmit    to  modern   conltitution,  declaring  that 
fi»r  any  charge  relating  to  life  or  dodrine  they 
arc  willing  to  abide  bv  the  trial  of  a  general  aCr 
'onUy  lawfully  conftituted,   or  of  his  Majefty's 
bi(|i  conuniffioner :  Concluding  all  in  thefe  terms. 
We  embrace  and  hold  that  the  religion  pre- 
Ibirly  proteiled  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  ac- 
*^  cordmg  to  the  confeffion  thereof,  received  by 
the  e&tes  of  this  kingdom,  and  ratified  in 
Parliament  in  1567,  is  the  true  religion  bring- 
ing men  to  eternal  lalvauon,  and  do  delell  ^ 
^^    Contrary  error.    And  we  proteft  in  the  fight 
---    Of  God,  to  whom  we  muit  one  day  give  ac* 

T  t  3  **  count 
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•  •  ■  ■  » 

trrrr.tt  *^  cotint,  that  vrc  make  ufc  of  tftis  Dklinah 
XLVI.  «  and  proteftation,  out  df  the  confciencc  ofoi 
^  duty  to  God-  and  hi?  church,  and  Hot  out  \ 
**  fear  of  any  guiltincfs  Whereof  anyof  tis  is  cfo 
**  icious  to  himfelff  ^either  of  wickcdnefs  in  01 
**  Hvcs,  or  mifcarriage  in  our  callings :  Hunib 
•*  intreating'  His  Grace  to  intercede  -  wth  il 
*'  King's  Majefty,  that  he  may  appoint  a  free  as 
"  lawful  general  aflembly,  fuch  as  God*s  wot« 
**  the  prafticc  of  the  primitive  church,  and  h\ 
*\  of  this  kingdom  do  prefcribe  and  sdlow,  vii 
^*  all  convenient  fpeed :  But  declining  alivay^  th 
**  affembly,  for  the  caufes  above  written,  like 
**  by  thete  prefents.  We  and  every  one  of  i 
•*  i/fr//«^  the  fame,  the  whole  members  therec 
**  and  commiflioners  fbrefaid  direfted  thereto,  ar 
*'  every  one  of  them.  In  witnefs  whereof,  as  ^ 
^'  are  ready  with  our  blood,  fo  with  our  ham 
**  we  have  fubfcribed  thefe  prefents  at  Holyrooi 
"  houfc,  Nevicaftle  and  Glafgow,  the  i6th,  lyt 
**-and  20th  days  of  November  1638;  Signc 
**  John  St.  Andrews,  Patrick  Gla%ow,  Kw 
*^  Edinburgh,  Thomas  Galloway,  John  Rol 
«  Walter  Brechin/' 

This  paper  being  in  form  put  into  the  cot 
miffioner's  hands,  he  defircd  that  it  might  bfe  it 
and  recorded,  but  was  told,  that  could  not  ' 
done  rill  a  moderator  was  chofen  :  So  they  pi 
ceeded  to  thatbufmefs,  and,  rs  had  been  onieri 
at  F'Hnburgh,  the  choice  fell  without  one'^d 
fenting  voice,'  on  Mr  Hcnderfon,  and  Johnfton 
Warifton  was  named  clerk,  in  oppofition  to  Ik 
•James  Sandilands,  commiffary  of  •  Aberdeen,  ^ 
had  been  appointed  clerk  to  the  aflembly  for  li 
The  two  or  three  next  federunts  ^-ere  taken  up 
examining  controverted  eleftions,  rqcfting  \ 
-  -  •    '  fufpcSi 
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Si^efted  members,  and  either  evading  or  throw-  letter 

Ar^  out  fundry  proteftations  from  fcveral  prefby-  XLVIr 

^^=rf«,  even  one  from  the  prefbjtcry  of  GlaFgow 

M^dt\  againft  the  irregularity  of  the  lay-eldert 

^  •otes  in  elcftions.  They  lik(?wife  appointed  a  com^ 

Tniitee  of  eight  minifters  to  ihfpetl  four  large  vbi 

"TOics  of  ads  of  aflembUcs,  which  Warifton  pre-. 

<Dded  to  have  difcovercd,  and  upon  the  commir- 

ee*!  approbation,  which  wasi  given  in  two*  days 

'^imcy  the  affembly  confirmed  them  by  an    aft, 

^  ordaining  thefe  books  to  make  faith  in  judgment 

^*'and  outwith,  in  all  time  coming,  as  the  true 

■**  and  authentick  regifters  of  the  kirk  of  .Scot- 

^'  land." 

At   laft,  after  a  great  deal  of  wrangling  bd- 
^i^ecn   the  Commiirioner  and   them,  they   carry- 
ing every  thing  with  a  high   hand,  and  his  Grace 
pTotefting  againft   their   violent    meafures,    they 
^verc  prevailed  with  to  give  the  Bifliops  Declina" 
tor  a  hearing,  and  it  was  publicly  read  by  their 
clerk  on  the   27th.     The  reading  of  this  paper, 
^hich   was  the   only  point   of  importance    the 
CommiiEoner  had   hitherto  gained,  raifed '  great 
lieats  among  them ;  the  majority,  efpeeially  of 
the  lay-elders,  ridiculing  it  with  much  contempt, 
smd  a  few  defending  the  force  and  iblidity  of 
it,  till  in  end  the  moderator  (hut  up   thd  de- 
bate with  this   magifterial   declaration ;    ^*  Since 
*•  we  fee  both  the  competency  and  conftitution 
of  this  judicatory  and  aflembly  is  thu^  openly 
impugned,  it  is  high  time  to  clear  this  point, 
**  of  Which  none  can  be  judge  but  the  aflembly 
**  itfelf ;  and  therefore  I  will  prefcntly  put  it  to 
**  voices,  Whether  this  affemblv  be  the  lawful 
**  and  competent  judge  of  the  libel  againft  the 
!^  Bilhops,  notwithftanding  the  rcafons  contained 

"  in 
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LETTER  «'  in  thdr  Declinator  ?**    The  Comnuffioner,  n 

XL VI.  plainly  feeing  what  they  were  driving  at^  i 

^^vx^  that  they  were  unalterably  refolved  to  overt 

the  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  eftabliflied  by  1 

which  he  had  pofitive   orders   to  prevent  tl 

meddling  with,  he   made  a  pathetic  fpeech 

them,  againft  the  illegality  and   manifeft  injufi 

of  their  proceedings,  and  upon  the  morrow, 

the  advice  of  the  Privy-council,  then  fitting 

Glafgow,  did,  in  his  Majefty's  name  and  aui 

rity,  diflblve  this  aflembly,  and  difcharge  tl 

further  fitting,  under  pain  of  treafon.    Aga 

this  diflblution,   which  thev  had  all  along. h 

looking  for,  and  even  maKing  neceflary,  a  i 

teftation,    ready    formed,  was  read,  and  ini 

ments  tadcen  by  their  trufty  friend  the  Earl 

j^|^2i   Rothes,    "  declaring    for  the  fieedom  of  ui 

^^  terrupted  fitting,  and  that  for  his  Majefty 

'^  countermand,  was  to  prejudge  the  prero^ 

^^  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  and  the  liberties  of  the  kir 

Being  now  freed   from   the    incumbrance 

royal  authority,  and  fi-om  any   appearance^  i 

or    diflembled,   in   favour   of  Epiicopacy,  d 

drove  on   for  twenty  days    longer  without  \ 

controuU  ^U  they  had   gone  through   all  d 

a&irs,  smd  were  pleafed   to  diflblve  themfdi 

in  which  time  they  had  paffed  feventy  five 

pital  a&s,  befides  leffer  ones,  which  their  di 

did  not  think  worth  the  while  to  put  into  tl 

regifter.    The  main  things  tranfaded  were  the 

AU  the  aflemblies,  fince    that  at    Aberdeen 

.  1605,  were  declared  void  j  the  lervice-book, 

book  of  Canons,    the  book  of  Ordination, 

High  Cominiflion,  and  the  five  articles  of  Fei 

were  all  annulled    and    condemned :    And 

Covenant  which  they  had  now  taken,  was 

thoritatii 
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t&omatively  declared  to  be  fubftantially  one  and  lcttrr 
die  fame  with  that  which  had  been  allowed  by  XLVI. 
King  James  in  1 581 9  in  which,  they  now  af- 
frm,  Epifcopacy  was  abjured.*  Having  gone 
dros  far,  they  proceeded  next,  in  oppofition  to 
many  (landing  ads  of  both  Aflembly  and  Parlia* 
nent,  to  condemn  Epifcopacy  as  Antichriftian, 
and  to  depofe  and  excommunicate  the  Bifliops 
for  refufing  to  fubmit  to  them :  And  it  was  or- 
dsuned,  that  the  fentence  fhould  be  pronounced 
in  die  High  Church  ofGIafgow,by  the  Moderator, 
en  the  13th  of  December,  which  was  done  ac« 
cordiagly.    A   copy  of  this  fentence    follows : 

*  Ya  it  is  well  koowa,  that  at  the  firft  introdu^ioo  of  diis  new 
^Nauit,  great  pains  were  taken  by  its  authors,  to  make  the  lu- 
^  bcGeve  that  they  might  very  well  fwear  it  without  prejudice  to 
^Bcopicy.  To  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton  himfelf  they  on  proteft- 
^  thtt  their  meaning  was  only  to  regulate,  not  to  aboTifh  epi(^ 
^^  goferament :    In  the  famous  di(pute  with  the  do^rs  of 
^•ixifdeeii,  when  they  rcfufird  it  for  fear  of  any  plots  in  ic,  or 
I^Qiftioiii  interprcutions  of  it  againft  epifcopacy,  thefe  arc  Hea- 
^rlon'sfery  words,  in  anfwer  to  the  4th  reply  of  the  Aberdeen* 
^«n|j»  **  You  will  have  all  the  covenamers,  againft  their  inten- 
ttons,  and  whether  they  will  or  not,  to  difallow  and  condemn 
^*  the  artkki  of  Perth  and  epifcopal  goyei;nnicnt :    But  it  is 
**  kiMwn  to  many  hundreds,  that  the  words  were  purpolcly  coo- 
^^  ceitcd  Sot  (atisfaAion  of  fuch  as  were  of  your  judgment,  th^t 
*  we  ought  all  join  in  one  heart  and  one  covenant."    And 
r»  for  this  very  man,  from  his  ufuqsed  chair  of  infallibility,  to 
~  mn  Epifeopacyy  and  notwithftaoding  of  hit  ioGnnations 

cootnury  only  a  few  months  be&rci  to  declare  with  foch 

^^nsneAontery,  "  that  it  was  abjuted  in  the  covenant,*'  what- 

^rcr  it  may  fay  tor  Mr.  Hendetfon's  talents  in  conducting  fuc}> 

^Hiiinefi,  is  16  flagrant  a  reflexion  on  his  honefty  as  cannot  well  bb 

**aMwed  even  by  that  ftrange  tenet  which  they  have  invented,  in 

«  Menoe  of  their  proceedings,  puUiflied  by  Warifton  in  February 

.  VMsyear,  "  That  the  fwearer  is  neither  bound  to  the  meaning 

.**  of  the  prefcriver  of  the  oath,  nor  to  his  own  meaning  who 

**  takes  the  oath,  but  to  the  reality  of  the  thing  fworn,  as  it  fhall 

**  be  aficrwards  interpreted  fay  the  competent  judge." 
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LETTER  V  The  General  Affembly,  having  h«at 
XLVL  "  atid  complaints  given,  in  againil  t 
^*  pretended  Biihops,  to  the  prefbyter 
**  burgh,  and  fundiy  prefbyter ies  \i 
f*  diocies,  and  by  the  laid  prefbytai 
5*  to  this  affembly  to  be  tried  ;  The 
f *  tended  Bilhops  .being  lawfully  citedj 
•*  called,  and  net  compearing  ;  Proce 
"  cognition  of  the  libels  and  compla 
•'  them,  aid  finding  them  guilty  of, 
•*  of  the  cautions  agreed  upoii  in  ill 
"at  Montrofe  in  1600,  forreftrift: 
?'  minifters  votes  in  Parliament,  from  e 
**  upon  the  liberties  and  jurifdiftic 
•*  kirk,  which  was  fet  down  with  ceri 
•'  depofition,  infamy,  and  excommuni 
*^  efpecially  for  receiving  confecration 
*'  fice  of  Epifcppacy,  condemned  by 
^*  fion  of  Faith  and  adls  of  this  kirk, 
**  no  wanant •  nor  fundament  in  th 
^*  God,  and  by  virtue  of  this  ufurf 
**  and  power  of  High  Commiflion,  ] 
*'.kirk  with  novations  in  the  worflil 
♦'  and  for  their  rcfufmg  to  underly  i 
**.  the:  reigning  flandcr  of  fundry  c 
*'  franlgfeflions  and  offences  laid  to  th 
Therefore  th^  Aflbmbly,  moved  v 
the  glory  of  God,  and  purging  of 
*'  -ordains  the  faid  pretended  Biihops 
pofed,  and  by  thefe  prefents  doth  d 
not  only  of  the  office  of  Cdmm: 
**  vote  in  Parliament,  council,  or  con 
♦*  name  of  the  kirk,  but  alfo  of  all  fan 
ther  of  pretended  Epifcopal,  or  mil 
ling :  And  likew^fe,  in  cafe  they  a< 
not  this    Affembly,  reverence  not 
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**  .Cutions  thereof,  and  obey  not  their  fcntcnce,  lettek. 

"  ttor  make  repentance  according  to   the  order  XLVL 

^  prefcribed,  ordains  them  to  be .  excommunicat 

^  ed,  and  declared  to  be  of  thofe  whom  Chrift 

''  cQaimandeth   to  be  holJen  by  all    and  every 

."  one  of  the  faithful  as  ethnicks  and  publicans : 

"  And  the  fentence  of  excommunication  to  be 

^  pronounced  upon    their  refufal,  in  the  kirks 

"  appointed)  by  any  of  thofe  who  are  particular-^ 

**  ly  named  to  have  the  charge  of  their  repen- 

^  Uoce  or  impenitency  ;   and  that  the  execution 

**  of  this  fentence  be  intimate  in  all  the  kirks 

"  within  this    realm,    by  the  paftors    of  every 

*^  particular  congregation,  as  they  will  be  anfwer- 

."  able  to  their  p.re£byterics  and  fynods,  and  in 

"  cafe  t>f .  their  negligence,  to  the  next  General 

*  AflcmWy." 

■    In  thjs  prefumptuous  fentence  we  have  a  ftrik- 

i&g  inftance  of  their  double  dealing  and  artful 

procedure  :   For,  tho'  the  Edinburgh  libel  had 

•ipedfied  .  a    black  liil  of  heinous  immoralities,. 

-vliich  not   only  deferved  fpiritual  cenfure,  but 

firnie  of  them  even  death   by  the  civil  law,    the 

•dilembly  here  huddles  all  up,    under  the  gene- 

i:il   term    of  grofs  tranfgreflions   and  offences, 

.and  foanda  its  judgment  upon  the   alledged  cri- 

Ulinality  of  office,  without  particularizing  any  vi- 

ciou&dB  of  peri'onai  charafter,  or  ncgledt  of  mi* 

aiftezial  duty  in  the   execution  of  that  office.*- 

And  this  method  of  fmothering  an  accufation, 

tvhidi,  if'openly  tried  and   proved,  would  have 

ftiad   more  weight  with    the  fenfible  part  of  the 

nation  than  any  other  part  of  the  charge  againfl: 

them,  is  certainly  a  fuller  vindication  of  the  in- 

iiocence  and  blamelels  behaviour  of  thofe  perfe- 

cuted  Prelates,  than  any  laboured  defence  that 

Vol.  XL  U  u  could 
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• 

LPTTTu  could  have  been  made  for  them.  But  this  w^ 
XLVI.  not  the  onlv  inftance  of  arrogance,  as  well  - 
artifice  whicli  this  Aflembly  exhibited.  For  c: 
the  morrow  after  the  proclamation  for  diiTolvi^ 
them,  they  had  the  boldnefs,  publicly  at  t^ 
market  crofs,  to  '^  fummon  and  cite  all  thofe 

his  Majefty's  council,  or  any  others  \i'ho  ha 

procured,  confented,  fubfcribed,  or  ratified  tH 

proclamation,  to   be  refponfable  to  his  Maj 

ty  and   three  Eftates  of  Parliament,  for  thi^ 

counfel  given  in  this   matter  fo  highly  impo^ 

ing  his  Majefty   and  whole  realm,  protcfti — 

for  remedy  of  law,    againft  them  and  ev^^ 

**  one  of  them  '*    And  to  crown  all,  before  tb- 

rofe,  which  was  not  till  the  2cth  of  Decembf 

they  very   confidently  ordered    a   letter    to   IS 

drawn  up  and  fent  to   the  King,  for  obtaining 

his  royal  aflfent  to  what  they  had  done,  as  if  9 

{lighting  his  proclamations,  and  obftinately  CO0 

tinning  their  judicatory  againft  his  will,  formerl 

notified  to  them  by  his   Commiflioner,  they  ha^ 

done  nothing  but  what  became  good  and   duti 

ful  fubjeds. 

To  this  letter  an  anfwer  was  received  on  di« 
29th  of  January  1639,  bearing,  "  that  for  thi 
^^  better  fettling  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  the  Kiu 
*^  would  be  at  York  againft  the  firft  of.  April 
^'  and  would  call  his  Scotch  council  there  fa: 
<*  advice.''  But  the  Covenanters,  not  trading  tc 
this,  and  pretending  to  have  got  intelligence  mm: 
their  friends  in  England,  that  the  King  was  tc 
come  upon  them  with  a  military  retinue,  thej 
called  a  general  meeting  of  their  party  to  be  held 
at  Edinburgh  upon  the  20th  of  February,  foi 
refolving  upon  a  defenfive  war.  This  was  im 
Iboner  propofed  in  the  convention^  and  enforced 

by 
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hf  Henderfon's  influence,  than  they  immediate*  ..rtter 
Ij  agreed  to  the  railing  of  an  army,  and  vot-  XL VI. 
^  their  countryman  General  Alexander  Leflie^ 
whom  they  had  lately  called  home,  from  the 
Snedifli  fervice  in  Germany,  to  have  the  chief 
command  of  it.  Next  day  they  feized  on  the 
CaiUe  of  Edinburgh,  and  two  days  after,  on 
the  Kang's  palace  at  Dalkeith,  with  a  large 
ftore  of  powder  and  arms,  which  Traquair  had 
brought  from  London.  But  while  they  were 
thus  bufied  in  the  South,  a  report  came  from 
tie  North,  that  the  people  of  Aberdeen  were 
fcrtiljring  their  town,  and  the  Marquis  of  Huntly 
drawing  men  together  for  the  King.  Upon  this, 
the  Earl  of  Montrofe  was  difpatched  with  or- 
dcn  to  levy  troops  by  the  way,  to  fupprefs  that 
rifing:  Which  he  very  foon  eflFeded,  and  fo  far 
prevailed  over  Huntly,  that  he  carried  him  and 
his  Ion  the  Lord  Gordon,  prifoners  to  Edinburgh, 
'^herc  they  were  confined  in  the  Caftle. 

Mean  time,  accounts  of  all  thefe   hoftile    pre- 

farations  being  fent  to   court,  it  was  advifed  in 

coundi  at  London,  that  a  fleet  (hould  fait  imme- 

^tely  to  chaftife  the  Edinburghers,   by  dillref- 

fiog  their  trade,  and  that  the  King  himfelf  (hould 

maw  in  perfon  with   an  army,   to  fupprefs  the 

rebellion.     Accordingly,  on  the   27th  of  March 

ht  began   his  journey  northward,    attended  by 

the  flower  of  the  Englifh   nobility  and  gentry, 

and  in  a  few  days  came  to  York,  where  was 

to  be  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  army.     At 

the  (ame  time  a  fleet  of  twenty  large  Ihips  was 

equipped,  and  about  the  middle  of  May  arrived 

in  the    road  of    Leith,   under   the   Mirquis    of 

Hamilton,  Commander  in  Chief,  with  three  thou« 

land  foidiers  on    boar  J,   for  land   fervice.     On 

hearing  of  this,  the  Lord  Aboyn,  fecond  foa  to 

V  \x  2  the 
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ojETTr.R  the  Marquis  of  Hunily,  took  the  field  with  tl 
XL VI.  Gordons,  and  other  loyalifts  in  the  North,  ai 
wrote  to  Hamihon,  foliciting  a  jundion  of  thi 
troops,  which  the  Marquis  who,  it  feems,  h. 
views  of  ending  the  conteft  without  blows,  c 
not  think  fit  to  grant.  Howe\'er,  Aboyn  we 
OH  with  his  defign,  and  was  as  far  advanced 
the  Bridge  of  Dee,  with  twothoufand  foot  a.: 
three  hundred  horfe,  where  he  was  encounters 
and  after  a  fharp  engagement  of  fome  hours,  c 
lirely  defeated  by  Montrofe,  who  had  been  ags 
detached  with  a  command  of  double  Abiiyi 
number,  to  quell  thefe  Northern  attempts  in  ti 
King's  favour.  *  1  am,  && 

♦  It  IS  but  too  OBVIOUS  that  thw  early  and  vigorbot  app 
nnce  of  Montrofe  in  defence  of  the  covenant,  put  more  Mt 
to  the  rebellious  caufc,  and  did  more  prejudice  to  the  Eii» 
afFairsi    than  all  his  acflivlty  and  many  wonderful  vi^lories 
terwards,  could  or  did  retrieve.     And  it  is  therefore  to  be 
mentcd,  not  fo  much  for  his  own  chara^er,  fince  it  is  no /ha. 
to  go  over  to  a  right  caufe  at  any  time,  as  for  the  good  of  i 
King  and  nation,  that  this  magnanimous  and  juftly  oelebni 
nobleman,  whofc  memory  will  be  ever  dear  to  all  true  heart 
Scoifmen,  had  not   begun  his  days  with  the  fame  princi{d» 
^litfa  which  he  ended  them  :   In  which  cafe,  his  King  and  cov 
try  would  have  found  an  able  fupporter,  and  the  woikl  hafcie 
a  complete  portrait  cf  vinue,  and  true  heroifm,  wilhout  any  h 
eiiihthro'  the  whole  piece. 


LETH 
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XLVIL 


LETTER       XLVII. 

^'^^ceeSngs  of  the  CovcnznteTS—^^Acccunf  of  the 
tjeSed  BifhopS'^^'^And  of  the  Treaty  with  the 

Scots  at    Rippon Rife  of  the  Independents 

Meeting  of  the  Long  Parliament  in  J^ng-- 
land'      ■  The  King  holds  a  Parliament  in   Scot-- 


land^  and  makes  every  Conceffion  to  the  Qoit- 

xmitCTS^'''^Rcdcl/icn   in   Ireland The  King 

paffes  the  Bill  for  difqualifying  the  Englijh  Cler^ 
gy        'The  Houfe  of  Commons  vote  down  the  Bi^ 

Jhops '-A  Commiffion  appointed  by  the   Scotch 

Affemhlyy  to  correfpoud  with  their  Englijt^  Friends 

This  mutual  Friendjbip  produces  the  SoleHia 

League  and  Covenant  Approved  by  the 

Affembly  in  Scotland And  by  the  Synod   of 

Divines  at  Weflminjler Violently  enforced  iti 

both  Kingdoms. 


TIE  Covenanters  having  now  got  all  things 
ready,  began  their  march  to  the  borders, 
«*ad  by  the  way  font  flattering  addreffes  to  the 

King, 
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LBTTER  King,  ^^  lamenting  that  their  enenues  had 
XLVII.  *'  fuaded  his  Majeity  to  believe  them  difobedLf  ^ 
■  **  ent,  which  could  never  have  entered  into  thd-^ 
loyal  hearts,  and  protefting,  that  they  defire» 
nothing  but  to  be  admitted  to  the  prefence 
**  their  gracious  Sovereign,  to  lay  their  gti 
^^  vances  at  his  feet,  and  leave  the  determin 
tion  of  them  entirely  to  his  wifdom  and  pi 
fure.''  Tho'  the  King  was  pleafed  with  theCn^ 
fpecious  appearances  of  fubmiflion,  yet  finding  ^ 
them  increafmg  their  preparations,  he  judged  c 
neceiTary  to  draw  nearer  to  them,  and  fo  cam 
to  a  field  near  the  Tweed,  called  the  Birks^  tw» 
miles  weft  from  Berwick,  where  he  encamped  an».f 
lodged  in  a  tent  with  his  army.  By  this  tinucn 
General  Leflie  had  brought  his  forces  to  Dunf< 
about  feven  miles  diftant,  where  they  pitched  or 
the  2oth  of  May.  In  this  pofition  both  armi 
lay  till  the  nth  of  June,  when  the  Scots  having 
difcovered  the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  EnglilT 
Generals,  fent  a  fupplication  to  the  King  lor 
treaty,  which  he  readily  granted.  And  after  : 
few  days  debate,  the  Commiflioners  on  both  iide^^ 
came  to  this  conclufion  on  the  i8th,  ''  That  fai.^ 
Majefty  (hould  confirm  whatever  his  High-Com.^ 
miffioner  had  laft  year  granted  in  his  name-^ 
and  that  henceforth  all  ecclefiaflical  matter^"" 
fhould  be  determined  by  the  Allemblies  of  th 
kirk,  and  all  matters  civil  by  the  Parliament 
to  whicn  end  a  General  Ailembly  (hould 
held  on  the  6th  of  Auguft,  where  his  Majef— -* 
ty  defigned  to  be  in  perfon,  and  a  parliament^ 
upon  the  20th,  in  which  an  a&  of  oblivion  ^ 
fhould  pais,  lor  the  common  peace  and  fatis-  ' 
faction  of  all  parties.  In  return  for  which, 
the  Covenanters  were  to  diiband  their  troops 

"  in 
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^  forty  eight  hours,  to  difcharge  their  tables  letter 
nd  meetings,  to  render  up  the  King's  caftles,  XLVII. 
Qd  to  make  rcflitution  to  all  his  good  fub- 
&g  of  the  liberties,  lands,  houfes,  goods,  and 
eans  whatever,  taken  and  detained  from  them 
ICC  the  firft  of  November:  On  which  the 
ing  was  to  recal  his  fleet,  and  withdraw  hiis 
id  forces." 

ich  was  the  nature  of  this  firft  pacification, 
h,  however  favourable  to  the  covenanters, 
not  received  by  them  as  might  have  been  ex- 
d.  For  no  fooner  was  it  proclaimed  in  their 
»,  but  the  Lord  Lindfay  protefted,  ^'  that 
ither  the  Bifhops  nor  any  of  their  clergy, 
rre  or  fhould  be  included  in  this  pacification, 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  it.*'  And  tho* 
their  return  home,  they  gave  up  the  caftle 
dinburgh  to  General  Ruthvenfor  the  King, 
rhich  Huntly  and  his  fon  got  their  liberty, 
in  the  firft  of  July  they  publifhed  a  protefta* 
at  the  market-cro&  by  the  Earl  of  Dalhoufie, 
at  they  would  maintain  the  late  afTembly  at 
iafgow  as  moft  lawful,  free  and  general,  and 
juld  adhere  to  their  folemn  covenant  with 
od,  whereby  the  office  of  Bifhops  who  yet 
iirp  the  title  is  declared  to  have  been  abjur- 
:  And  that  therefore,  if  they  return  to  this 
Qgdom,  they  be  ufed  as  accurfed  and  given 
er  to  the  devil  and  out  of  Chrift's  bodv,  as 
linics  and  publicans,  and  that  all  who  harbour 
em  (hall  be  profecuted  to  excommunication 
;ewife."  At  the  fame  time  they  ilTued  a  fcan- 
is  paper,  under  the  title  of  '^  fome  condi- 
)n8  of  his  Majefty's  treaty  with  his  fubje£ls 
:  Scotland  before  the  Englilh  nobility,"  re- 
bg  upon  the  ELing's  integrity,  as  having  In 

his 
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rr-TTTTR  his  private  difcourfe  expreffcd  hitnfelf  better  pk 
XLVIL  ed  with  their  proctt^dings  than  what  was  gp 
out  hi  his  public  declaration  :  Wiiich  paper 
ing  complained  of,  and  difavowed  by  the  £ng 
comnuiHoners,  was  burnt  at  London  by  the  ha 
of  the  public  executioner ;  tho*  the  covenant 
in  then' ufual  equivocating  >\ay,  attempted  a  ~ 
ry  kind  of  vindication  ot*  ir. 

On  thefe  infolent  breaches  of  the  agrecir 
while  the  King  was  in  the  North,  he  thoL: 
proper  to  call  up  fourteen  of  the  heads  of 
party  to  his  court  at  Berwick,  to  confult  with  dE 
about  his  coming  to  hold  the  Ailembly  and  3 
liairient  in  perfon.  But  matters  were  fo  manaf 
that  the  perfons  whom  he  had  called  were  XX3 
to  believe  that  it  was  not  fafe  for  them  to 
led  they  (hould  be  made  prilbners,  and  a  mefl 
was  fent  to  apologize  for  their  not  obeying  hi^l 
jefty's  calK  This  frefli  inftanceof  rudends  fo  p 
voked  the  King,  that  he  left  Berwick  in  difguft,  s 
on  the  29th  of  July  fet  oft'  for  London,  having*  1 
fore  his  departure  conftituted  the  Earl  of  Ti 
quair  his  high  commiilioner,  an  office  which  tl 
Marquis  of  Hamilton  now  wilely  declined.  Amtf 
Traquair's  inftruftions,  pofitive  orders  were  gi*« 
him,  not  to  yield  to  any  ratification  of  the  b 
Aflfembly,  nor  to  enter  into  any  difpute  about  tl 
King's  power  in  calling  or  voting  in  aflembE^ 
To  take  care  that  in  giving  way  to  the  aboliihii 
of  Epifcopacy,  if  it  be  found  necefTary,  no  1 
fpeft  be  had  to  the  determination  of  the  pdnt 
-the  lad  AiTemblv,  nor  »anv  conclufion  formed 
prejudice  of  Epilbopacy  as  unlau'ful  in  itfelf,  1 
only  in  fatisfadion  to  the  people,  for  fettling 
•  preient  diforders,  and  other  reafons  of  ftatc : 
take  fome  proper  method  for  recovering  the  • 
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ii-^ps  rents    to    be   paid  to  ihcm,   or  any   having    etter 
warrant  from  them :  And   in  a  paper  of  further    XLVI. 
iflftnicUons,   the  King  fays,   "  We  allow  that  the  v-^^^'-vy 
**  covenant  of  1581  be  fubfcribed,  provided  it  be  ^'m'^'^* 
'^  h  conceived,  as  that  thereby  our  fubjedts  be 
^  not  forced  to  abjure  Epilbopacy  as   a  point  of 
**  Poperv ,  or  contrary   to  God's   law,    or  to  the 
"  Pzoteuant  religion,    but   if  they  require  it  to 
^  be  abjured  as  contrary  to  the  conftitution   of 
^^  the  church  of  Scotland,  you  arc  to  give  way  to 
^  i%  rather  than  make   a  breach  :    And   for  the 
*•  fervice  book  and  the  book  of  canons,  tho*  we 
•*  arc  content  they  be  difcharged,  we  will  never 
*'  give  our  voice  nor  aflent  that  they  be  condemn- 
**  cd,  as  entertaining  any  thing  of  Popery  or  fu- 
•*  perdition,  nor  that  the  five  articles  of  Perth, 
^  tho'  difcharged  with   our  approbation,  be  coa- 
^^  demned  as  contrary  to  the  forefaid  confeilion/^ 
All  this   time  the  Bifliops   were  not  in  a  ca- 
pacity to  do   much   either  for  their  own  or  the 
King's  intereft.     They  wrote  however  to  the  Arch- 
biihop  of  Canterbury,  to  offer  their  humble  ad- 
vice to  his  Majefty  to  prorogue  the  aflembly  and 
Pkrliament.     In  anfwer  to  which,  the  King  writes 
with  his  own  hand  to  the  Archbiihop  of  St.  An^ 
drews,  to  be  communicated  to  his  brethren,  ''  ap- 
^  proving  their  advice  as  reafonable  enough,  but 
**  not  finding  it  expedient   to  follow  it  at   thiK 
•^^  time :   Telling  them  what  diredions  he  had 
^  given  to  Traquair,  to  take  care  of  their  Lord- 
^  flaps  and  the  loyal  clergy :    Difpenfmg  from 
^  their  meeting  to  treat  about  the  affairs  of  the 
^  church,  as  in  any  part  in  Scotland  he  cannot 
**  promife  them   a  place   of  lafcty,  and  in   any 
*^  other  of  his  dominions  he  does  not   think  it 
*'  convenient,  all  things  confidercd^  and  s^ffuring 
YoL  IL  X  X  "  thciii 
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L«TTFR  "  them  that,  tho*  perhaps  he  may  for  the 
XLVIL  "  fent  give  way  to  what  may  feem  prejud 
*'  both  to  the  church  and  to  his  own  govemni 
*^  he  (hall  not  leave  thinking  how  in  time  tc 
•*  medy  both :  In  the  mean  time  exprefsly 
•*  hibiting  any  of  them  from  being  prefent  at 
**  enfuing  Affembly,  but  advifing  them  to 
**  main  in  England  till  farther  cJrder,  when 
•*  promifes  to  provide  for  their  fubfifte 
^^  tho'  not  in  that  meafure  as  he  could  wiffa, 
'*  in  fuch  a  way  as  they  (hould  not  be  in  wa: 
By  this  we  may  fee  how  the  King's  incl 
tions  flood,  and  to  whnt  difficulties  he  yri 
ready  reduced,  in  ftruggling  between  his 
inward  fentiments  and  the  exigences  of  ftatei 
At  laft,  the  Affembly  fat  down  on  the  -: 
of  Auguft,  and  Mr.  David  Dickfon  was  di 
'Moderator,  with  Mr.  Henderion,  as  the  9 
brother,  at  his  elbow,  by  way  of  co-adjuto 
And  here  fo  little  weight  had  his  Majefty'i 
-ftruftions,  owing  either  to  Traquair's  infin 
ty,  or  his  want  of  power,  that  all  that  had  1 
done  at  Glafgow  was  now  confirmed ;  £p 
pacy  utterly  extirpated,  the  Service-book,  Can 
and  Articles  of  Perth  aboliflied,  and  their 
Covenant  ratified,  and  ordained  to  be  fwon 
and  fiibfcribed  by  all  the  fubjeds  in  the  li 
<lom.  As  a  pattern  to  others,  Traquair 
fcribed  it  himfelf,  with  a  particular  form  of 
<lifying  explication  as  his  Majefly's  Comroiffic 
a  favour  allowed  to  no  other  fubjeft,  and  w 
he  declared  he  did  not  pretend  to  as  Eax 
Traquair.  And  thus  having  finifhed  the  bni 
for  which  they  had  met,  they  rofe  on  the 
in  triumph.  The  next  day  the  Parliament 
y^ned,  and  9s  had  been  concerted^  ratifies 
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rte  afls  of  the    Aflembly,  the  ConnriiiTioncr  af-  Lr;rTr?i 
/caring  to   their  proceedings,  till  ac  lail  they  ea-  XL VII. 


croached  fo  far  on  the  rights  of  the  crown,  that 
lie  was  obliged  to   prorogue  them  to  the  month 
of  June  next   year.      We  are    told   by   Bifhop 
Burnet,  that  the  King  was  highly  difpleafed  with  Mem.  or 
Traquair  for  fubfcribing  the   Covenant,  and  that  the  nukes 
all  the  excufe  he  could   make  was,  that  without  to„,  ^^'  ' 
fuch  a  compliance  he  coul'd  have  had  no  afiiflance 
from  the  Covenanters,  in  any  thing  elfe  that  re- 
lated to   the  King's    fervice.     But   what  fervice 
it  was  that  either  he  or  they  did  the  King,  we 
are  yet  to  learn,  unlefs  derogating  from  his  prcro* 
gative,  and  encroaching  on  his  property,  may  be 
caUed  doing  him  a  fervice. 

Before  we  proced  farther  to  trace  the  violent 
progrefs  of  the  Covenanted  kirk,  let  us  fee  what 
became  of  the  fuffering  Bifhops,    thus    infulted 
and  thrown  down  by  a  fet  of  revolting  fons.-« 
The  old    Primate  Spotfwood  did  not  long  fur* 
vive  this   repeated  Ihock :    For  he  died  on  the 
27th  of  December  following,  and  was  buried  with 
great  funeral    folemnicy   in    We(lmin(ter-abbey^ 
near  the  body  of  his   beloved   Sovereign  King 
James.     The  other  Archbifhop,  Lindfay  of  Glaf- 
Row,  tho'  a  popular  preacher,  and  a  man  of  ac- 
knowledged moderation,  had  no  better  treatment 
than  his  brethren,  but  was  forced  to   take  fanc- 
tuary  in  England,  and  died  at  NewcafUe  in  two 
<>r  three  years   after.     Bi(hop  Lindfay   of  Edin- 
Inirgh  died  in  England  too,  in  the  time  of  the 
following  troubles,  tho'  we  are  not  told  where, 
So  did  Bifhop  Ballenden  of  Aberdeen,  Whitibrd 
®f  Brechin,   WeJderburn  of  Dunblain,  Abern&- 
%  of  Caithnefa,  and  Campbell  of  the  Illes,  all 
of  them  in  exile,  and  within  a  tew  years.    Bi« 

X  X  2  (hop 
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LFTTEi*  (hop  Maxwell  of  Rofg,  againft  \^hom,  it  18  £ 
XLVIL  Traquair  had  a  perfonal  grudge,  %va3  one  of 
five  whom  the  Covenanters  retained  in  the  c 
demned  lifl:  of  incendiaries^  and  always  excep 
out  of  every  aft  of  oblivion  or  indemnity : 
the  King  preferred  him  to  the  bifhoprick  of  1 
lala  in  Ireland,  where  he  wds  again  a  fuifererfr 
the  Irilh  Papifts  in  the  time  of  their  rebeffi< 
and  with  great  difficulty  got  out  of  their  hi 
to  Dublin.  After  this  he  waited  on  the  I 
at  Oxford,  who  was  fo  well  pleafed  with 
diflinfl:  account  of  the  pofture  of  religious 
fairs  in  Ireland,  that  on  the  Ar(^bbi(hopricl 
Tuam  falling  void,  he  was  nominated  to  it  b) 
King  in  1645,  ^^^  ^^^^  pofleffion  of  it  foon«l 
But  hearing  of  the  Kinjg's  misfortunes  in  Engh 
he  was  fo  affefted  with  the  melancholy  -  !m 
that  on  the  14th  of  February  1647,  he  watffc 
dead  upon  his  knees  in  his  clofet,  and  was^ 
the  care  of  the  Marquis  of  Otmond  the  Ki 
deputy,  interred  in  Chrid's  church  in  Dublil 
Biftjop  Sydferf  of  Galloway  furvived  the  trdul 
and  faw  both  church  and  ilate  refcttled.  *     L 

*  In  the  time  of  the  confudons  we  find  him  exercififtj 
EpifcopaJ  oflice  in  the  chaptl  of  Sir  Richard  Brown  the  K 
an.baiiacier  at  Paris,  by  oidciinirg  prieils,  acid  amongll  lb 
the  laborious  Mr.  John  Durtl,  a  native  cf  the  ifland  of  J 
who  with  his  ordination  from  a  Eifhcp  Whom  the  Scotch 
bytcrians  had  cxccmnnunicatcd,  oAiciated  in  fome  of  the 
rcTpcftable  Prottllant  churches  in  France*  and  was  (liii  a  fl 
ous  afTcrtcr  cf  bc>th  the  Hierarchy  and  Liturgy.  This  di 
in  Hs  **  Vicv;  of  the  ref(,fnicdchi:rches  bcvL-nd  the  feis/' 
us  that  the  French  churches  made  a  confiftorial  ad  not  t 
any  regard  Jo  the  Scotch  excommunications  of  thofc  dayS9 
cut  a  [articular  fpeciiication  of  a  fufhcient  caufc,  which  the 
not  admit  Epilcopacy  to  be:  And  he  quotes  a  letter  writl 
the  well  known  Frtdcrick  Spanhtim,  ore  of  the  miniflers  c 
ncTa,  to  the  Iriihprimatc  U(hcr,  to  the  EnglifliEarl  ofPeml 
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• 

Dunkeld,  Graham  of  Orkney,  and  Fairly  lhtter 
y)ic,  fubmittcd  to  the  Affembly's  cenfure,  XLVIL 
5  their  Epifcopal  charafter,  and  accepted 
ochial  charges,  neither  refpefled  nor  much 
Aotice  of  by  either  fide.  But  Bi(hop  John 
y  of  Moray  bravely  ftocd  the  brunt  of  all 
nalice,  and  the*  he  was  fined,  plundered, 
tprifoned,  ftill  maintained  the  validity  and 
of  his  order,  till  at  laft,  being  old,  and 
ccly  to  give  the  prevailing  caufe  much 
;,  he  was  fuffered  to  die  in  quiet  in  his 
.oufe  of  Guthry  in  Angus. 

•vfO  youns  Scotch  noblemen.  Lord  Angu?  and  Lord 
I,  with  all  \i'hom  he  had  been  acquainted  u'hen  in  Bri- 
ll vfaich,  rpeakin^  in  name  of  his  church,  Spanheim  has 
ords,  **  With  lingular  aifeclion  to  all  the  firitifli 
:hes,  we  reverence  and  love  their  illudrious  Prdatcs* 
re  pi  ay  to  God  for  the  profperity  of  thcfe  kingdoms,  and 
them  that  fit  at  the  helm,  as  well  in  the  church  as  in 
DDiDonwealth,  that  God  may  e^'er  have  his  glory,  the 
;  bis  }ui\  right,  and  the  Prelates  of  your  churches  thehr 
nthority/'     This  letter,  Mr.  Durel  faysi  was  written  in 

16^^ y  and  printed  at  Gcoc^a:  The  date  is  obfervablc^ 
7S  us  tbct,  at  the  ver}-  time  when  the  Scotch  Prefbyte- 
ho  glory  in  Geneva  as  their  mother-church  and  ((aodard 
aadoDy  were  fchemisg  again(t  their  Prelates  both  in  per- 

office,  that  mother-chuixii  was  re^xrcncing  tnd  pratying 
I  Prelates  in  !x)th  ref|)e6ls.  Ta  this  let  me  add  another 
bo*  fomc  years  later,  from  the  fame  quarter,  by  the  pen 
cr  Genevan  minifter,  the  learned  John  Diodati,  to  the 
y  of  divines  at  Weflminfter  in  1647,  the  whole  drain 
1  is  in  praife  of  the  church  of  England,  fadly  lamenting 
itural  tumults  which  were  then  rending  that  OQce  beau- 
I  pure  church,  "  ihai  fair  eye  of  the  icformcd  churches, 
;  the  ncedv  haci  been  in  ufc  to  Gnd  aflifhincc,  and  the 
ed  a  refuge  to  fly  to,  &c."  This  famous  letter  in  the 
Latin  is  [ircfervcd  cotiie  at  the  end  of  Archbiihop  Ulher's 
Parr,  and  is  quoted  in  fiivour  cf  Epifcopacy  not  only  by 
.  Durel,  but  like  wife  by  out  countryman  Dr.  George. 
,  in  his  "  third  part  of  the  cafe  of  the  Epifcopal  clergy," 
many  others. 

Thus 
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LETTER  The  Biihops  thus  difpofed  of,  and  the  offi< 
XLVII.  abolifhcd  by  both  Aflembly  and  Parliament,  tt 
next  bufmefs  which  the  new  kirk  of  the  Gov* 
nant  fet  about,  was  to  purge  the  Univetfitie 
and  mould  them  to  their  own  tafte.  In  Edii 
burgh  they  had  not  much  to  do,  as  Adamfo 
the  Principal  was  violent  on  their  (ide,  and  the 
had  got  their  champion,  Henderfon,  tranfporte 
from  Leuchars,  to  be  one  of  the  Minifters 
the  town.  To  Glafgow  they  brought  Dlckfi 
their  late  Moderator  from  Irvine,  to  be  Profeffl 
of  Divinity,  which,  from  the  -pragmatical  fpi 
and  fiery  zeal  of  the  man,  was  thought  fufficie 
to  keep  all  right  there.  At  St.  Andrews  tki 
placed  the  famous  Mr.  Samuel  Rutherford 
the  Profeflbr's  chair  in  the  Divinity  College,  & 
to  ftrengthen  his  hands  they  expelled  the  two  £[ 
copal  Minifters,  Gladftanes  and  Wifliart,  m 
filled  their  rooms  with  Mr.  Robert  Blair,  iw 
many  years  before,  being  extruded  from  i 
College  of  Glafgow,  where  he  was  one  of  i 
Protellbrs,  for  inftilling  feditious  and  anti-ta 
narchical  principles  into  the  fludents,  had  tals 
fanduary  among  the  malecontents  in  Ireland, 
on  the  prefent  profpeds  he  returned,  and  v 
lently  thruft  himfelf  into  the  pulpit  in  the  to" 
of  Ayr.  And  as -for  Aberdeen,  till  they  coi 
find  a  new  fet  of  mailers  to  their  mind,  it  ^ 
agreed  to  remove  Mr. .  Andrew  Cunt  from  I 
iligo,  to  be  one  of  the  Minifters  there,  whi 
was  accordingly  done,  and  fufficiently  anfwei 
their  purpofe. 

Some  time  after  the  prorogation  of  the  Par 
ment,  againd  which  the  Covenanters  had  jp 
tefted  by  their  friends,  Rothes  and  Warrift^ 
a  letter  to  the  King  of  France,  was  by  by 
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or  other  intercepted,  and  being  produced  letter 
[  them,  threw  them  into  confufion.     This  XLVII# 
was   acknowledged   to  have  been  written  ->^v>*^ 
»rd  Loudon's  own  hand,  and  was  addreflfed 
Roi,  To  the  King,"  which   is  the  French 
rom  the  fubjefts    to  their  natural  Prince, 
€ching  his  Majefty  as  the  refur^e  and  fanc- 
y  of  afflifted   Princes   and  States^  to  give 
lit  and  faith    to    the  bearer  Mr.   Colvil^ 
im  they  ^ad  fent  to  reprefent  the  candour 

ingenuity  of  their  proceedings,  and  to  im- 
t  the  afliftance  of  his  wonted  clemency. 
icd,  your  Majefty's  moft  humble,  moft  obe- 
It,  and  moft  afFeftionate  fervants,  Rothes, 
ntrofe,  Leflie,  Mar,  Montgomery,  Loudon, 
refter."  To  reconcile  fuch  an  application 
^^ifh  Prince,  with  their  repeated  profeilions 
3lemn  appeals  to  heaven,  againft  every  the 
ippearance  of  Popery,  muft  be  left  to  the 
try  of  thefe  Covenanted  Proteftants.  But  it 
he  treafonable  part  of  the  application  that 
id  hold  of,  and  on  this  juft  ground  the  Lord 
m,   as  writer  of  it,  was  on   the   nth  of 

fent  to  the  Tower  of  London  ;  yet,  after 
T  three  months  confinement,  was,  at  the 
H8  of  Hamilton's  folicitation,  difmiifed  with- 
inher  cenfure,  a^d  allowed  to  return  home 
imph. 

08  a  new  breach  was  begun  between  the 
and  the  Covenanters,  and  both  fides  pre-* 

Ibr  war.  The  Scots  fee m  to  have  been 
bufy,  and  were  firft  ready :  For  on  the  i  oth 
irch,  in  a  convention  at  Edinburgh,  they 
ed  to  rarfe  anew  army,  and  on  the  16th  ^•^•'^4«' 
iril  old  Leflie  was  again  named  Commander 
Iff,  with  prpper  officers,  among  whom  Mon- 

trofq 
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LETTER  trofe  was  one,  to  fervc  under  him.  And  i 
XLVIL  ward  were  the  people  to  rife,  at  the  daily 
gation  of  their  thundering  preachers,  that  I 
the  middle  of  July  the  whole  levies- were 
pleted,  and  all  the  regim(3nts  on  the  27th  br 
together  at  the  appoint<;d  rendezvous,  wh 
was  unanimoufly  refolved  to  march  into  £n( 
having  firft  fent  before  them  a  declaration^  ^ 
in  "  they  obteft  the  all-feeing  God,  that  th 
**  tend  not  the  leaft  diminution  of  the  I 
*'  honour  and  greatnefs,  nor  any  prejudice  oi 
**  to  England,  but  only  to  feek  their  own  pi 
On  the  other  fide,  the  King,  after  diflblvi 
]Cnglifh  Parliament,  which  would  give  hi 
affiitance  on  the  prefent  emergency,  made 
to  coile£t  a  fufficient  army,  and  with  all  a 
tion  marched  to  meet  the  Scots  invaders, 
by  the  time  he  reached  York,  were  adv 
to  the  very  borders.  On  the  21ft  of  A 
they  entered  England,  and  a  few  days  aj 
detached  party  of  them  routed  a  body  c 
King's  horfe,  that  had  been  fent  under  the 
Conway,  to  difpute  the  paffage  of  the  Ty 
Upon  the  30th,  being  Sunday,  their  whole 
took  poiTefhon  of  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  vi 
after  fermon  in  the  High-church  by  Mr. 
derfon,  the  General  and  principal  officers 
fumptuoufly  feafted  by  the  Mayor.  From 
place  they  fent  a  fupplication  to  the  Kii 
York,  or  rather  a  peremptory  demandy  ^ 
^^  the  ads  of  their  two  lait  AiTemblies  (hou 
••  ratified  :  That  no  oath  or  fubfcription, 
*^  trary  to  their  national  oath  and  Cove 
**  fbould  be  required  of  their  countrymc 
^^  England  or  Ireland  :  That  the  commoi 
*^  cendiaries  between  the  King  and  them 
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^  be  duly  punifhed :  That  a  proper  compenfa-  i.RTTfiR 
"  tion  be  made  them  of  all  their  lofles :  And  XL VII. 
**  that  the  Parliament  of  England  may  meet  '^ 
**  a«  foon  as  poflible,  as  the  only  means  to 
"•  fettle  peace,  and  (lop  the  further  advancing  of 
"  their  armv."    Thefe  demands  the  kin;::  referred 

*  o 

to  his  great  Council  of  Peers,  affembled  at  York, 
by  whofe   advice  he  agreed  to  nominate  Com- 
Biiffioners,  to   treat  with  them,  and  accordingly 
fern  fifteen   of    the     Englifli    nobility,    mod  of 
whom  were  in  concert  with  the  Scots,  and  foon 
declared  themfelves  the   King's  bittereft  enemies. 
From  the  Scots  army  came  the  Earls  of  Ro- 
thes and  Dunfermlin,  the  Lord  Loudon,  and  fix 
when  of  inferior  rank,  among  whom  were  Wa- 
riftod  and  Henderfon.    On  the  firft  of  Odlober 
^hcy  all  miet  at  Rippon,  about  fixteen  miles  ixovx 
York,  where  Loudon,  who  was  always  the  mouth 
rf  fe  party,    made   a   long    fpeech,   declaring 
**  thdr  affection  to  the  kingdom  and  people  of 
**  England,  whofe   liberties   and    privileges  they 
*  regarded  as  they  did  their  own:  That  there- 
fore this  prcfent  attempt  of  the  Scots  to  de- 
fend-  themfelves,  may  prove  a  benefit  to   the 
Englifl],  by  affording  them  fuch  a  fair  opportuni- 
'  ty  of  vindicating  their  liberties  and  laws  from 
**  the  evil    defigns  of  a  few  wicked  men,   wh& 
^  had  too  great  influence  on  his  Majefly's  coun- 
**  cils,  and  ought  to  be  removed  from  his  pre- 
**  fence."      This  artful  fpeech,  very  fuitable  to 
the  plots   that    were  in  agitation,   had  the  in- 
tended effect:  For  on   the    i6th  it  was  conclud- 
«jd  on  both   fides,  that  there  fhould  be  a  ceffa- 
tion  of  arms  for  two    months,   that   the  treaty 
ftould  be    adjourned   from  Rippon  to  London, 
^0  be  prolecuied  there  in  the  time  of  Parliament, 
Vol.  IL  Y  y  and 
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L?TTER  and  that  till  all  differences  fhould  be  fully  anc 
XLVIL  nally  fettled,  the  Scotch  army  fhould  rem 
where  they  were,  and  have  maintenance  fi 
the  ^zy  they  croffed  the  Tweed,  which  wai 
be  levied  out  of  the  three  northern  counties 
England,  and,  as  the  Englilh  hiftorians  fay, 
exaded  with  great  rigour  and  oppreffion.  T 
was  the  King  decoyed  into  a  fecond  fatal  { 
and  the  Covenanters  once  more  carried  tl 
point. 

About  this  time,  however,  they  werebegini 

to  fplit  into  fadions  among   themfelves,  wh 

tho'  cunningly  kept  down  for  fome  time,  bi 

out  at  laft  into  an   open  rupture,   and  coi 

buted,  more  than  all  the  royal  edi&s,  to  hun 

the  pride  and  power  of  Prelbytery.     When 

pifcopacy  was  thruft  out  of  Scotland,  there  c 

down  from    England    a    taylor  and  a  furgi 

and  from  Ireland  a  fwarm  of  Scotch  fugiti 

moftly  lay-men  of  low  life,  who  all  meetin 

the  weftern  counties,  got  a  number  of  the  c 

mon  people  there  to  comply  with  their  new 

of  feeking  edification,  by  private  convention 

religious  exercife,  and  were  countenanced  in  i 

pretenfions    to  fuperior    godlinefs    by  Did 

Blair,   Rutherford,  and  other  great  patron 

the  Covenant.     This  was   thought  to  favoui 

much  of  the  Brownidical,  or  Independent  fch< 

which  had  been  formed  in  England  in  Q 

Elizabeth's  time,  on  a  plan  of  this  kind,  by 

Robert  Brown,  in  oppofition  to  Cartwright 

the  other  Puritans   of  the  common  Prefbyti 

.ftamp,  and  which,  in  a  few  years  after  this, 

to   inch  a  height  in  England,  as  to  prevail 

Prelacy  and  Prefbytery  both.     The  greater 

of  the  Covenanters  were  alarmed  at  this  firl 

P«u 
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pteance  of  fuch  a  divifive  and  dangerous  fpi-  lettrr 

rit  breaking  out  among  them.     But  by  the  me-  XLVIL 

diadon  of  fome  prudent  friends,  and  the  ikilful 

management  of  their  Primate  Henderfon,  the  flame 

vas  Imothered  at    this   time,  and  a  conclufion 

matually  gone  into,    ^^  that  whatever  had  been 

^  the  effects   of  thefe  private  meetings  in  times 

^  of  trouble  and  corruption,  when  many  things 

^  may  be  commendable,  which  otherwife  would 

**  not  be  tolerable,  yet,  now  when  God  had  blef- 

**  fed  them  with  peace,  and  with   the  purity  of 

*'  the  Gofpel,  fuch   meetings  fhould  be  forborn, 

^*  as  tendmg  in  end  to  the  renting  of  the  whole 

^  kirk,  befides  other  offences,  to  the  hardening 

^  of  the  hearts  of  natural  men,  and  to  the  great 

••  grief  of  the  godly."     And  in  a   General  Af- 

icid)ly,   which  they  held   at  Aberdeen  in  July 

tiui  year,  without  any  commiflion  from  the  King, 

an  aa  was  made,  difcharging  thefe  conventicles  or 

jprivate  meetings  in  all  time  coming.    Yet  they 

ftill  gained   ground  infenfibly,  even  in  the  city 

of  Edinburgh  itfelf,  and  the  high  affedation  of 

pardcolar  piety  and  devotion  in  their  adherents, 

met  with  fuch    a  favourable  reception  in  moft 

places,  that  the  fubfequent  Affemblies  would  not 

iieddle  openly  to  condemn  them,   but  agreed  to 

ial  warily  and  tenderly  with  them,  "  for  fear 

**  rf  giving  offence  to  their  friends  the  good  pco- 

*  pic  of  England,  who  fsivoured  thofe  ways.** 

On  the  3d  of  November  1 640,  the  Parliament 

of  England    met,  that  long    Parliament  which 

proved  fo  cruel  to   the  nation,  and  lb  fatal  to 

Ae  King.     They  fully  granted  all  the  demands 

of  the  Scots   at  Rippon,  with    the  addition  of 

^  gift  of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  ^^  as 

a  friendly  afliilance  and  relief,  thought  fit  to 

Y  y  a  *•  be 
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i.ETrER  '^  be  made  toward  the  lofies  and  neceffities  oM 
XLVII.  *•  our  Brethren  of  Scotland."  The  Scots  Cora-^ 
im^ners  now  at  London,  as  a  proof  of  ihei ._, 
gratitude,  prefented  an  accufarion  againft  tix^ 
King's  two  favourites,  the  Archbi&op  of  Cac^ 
terbury,  and  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  Lord  Lieu^j 
tenant  of  Ireland.  Their  long  charge  againft  tt^ 
Archbifhop  was  given  in  on  the  14th  or  DeoenjH 
ber,  and  the  next  day  they  added  a  codicil 
it,  not  only  agair  ^:  the  perfons  of  the  then 
ihops  of  England,  but  even  againfl  the  office 
the  prelaticai  hierarchy,  us  they  call  it,  in  g 
ral,   concluding  with  their  eameft  requefl,   **  tl 


not  only  the  firebrands  may   be  removed,  b 
likewife  the   fire,  it&lf  provided  agsdnft,  t\ 


there  may  be  no  more  combuflion  afterwards 
On  the  xSth  the  Archbifhop  was  impea( 
of  treafon  bv  the  Commons,  and  ordered 
the  cudody  of  the  Black  Rod,  from  whence 
was  fent  prifoner  to  the  Tower,  and  lay  thi 
four  years  before  he  u^as  brought  to  his 
But  the  Earl  of  Strafford  bad  quicker  meafi 
dealt  to  him.  On  the  nth  of  November .  he 
impeached  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lor< 
and  fent  to  the  Tower  on  the  25th  :  On 
2 2d  of  March  next  year  his  trial  began, 
continued  till  the  end  of  April,  when^  after 
debates  the  Commons  drew  up  a  bill  of 
der  againfl  him,  which  was  at  lafl  agreed  to  ' 
the  Lords,  and  with  much  reludance  figned  ^ 
the  King:  And  fo,  upon  the  12th  of  May  16^^-^ 
this  accomplifhed  Nobleman  and  faithful  ferv^^ 
of  the  crown,  was  beheaded  on  Tower-hill,  ^ 
the  aitonifhment  of  all   honeft  men,  and  to  c:^ 

irreparal>^ 
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•cparable  detriment  of  the  King's  affairs  ever  i.ETTRa 
cr.»  XLVII. 

Nbtwitbftanding  the  difgufting  behaviour  of 
Scots  Commiffioners,  the  King  agreed  to  hold 
arliament  fome  time  this  fummer  in  Scotland, 
his  own  perfoD,  and  defired  them  to  noti- 
ih  reiblution  to  their  conftitucnts,  that  pro- 
prq>arations  might  be  made  for  his  recep- 
u  Accordingly  on  the  14th  of  Auguft  he 
icto  Edinburgh,  attended  by  the  Prince  Pa- 
ne fais  nephew,  by  the  Duke  of  Lenox,  the 
nquis  of  Hamilton,  and  a  fmall  train  of  the 
^Itih  nobility.  On  the  nineteenth  the  Par- 
lent  fat  down,  and  the  King  made  every 
oellion  which  could  be  defired ;  that  in  cai^ 
ihould  be  forced  to  come  to  a  rupture 
1  the  Englilh,  which  he  had  too  juft  ground 
Eear,  he  might  leave  no  room  for  their  ex- 
ting  any  fupport  from  Scotland.  With  this 
w  be  gave  way  to  the  ratification  of  the  Af- 
ibly  in  1639,  which  condemned  Epifcopacy 
contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  tho*  he  ftill 
med  that  his  reafon  for  difpenfmg  with  it 
Scotland  was,  not  from  his  own  judgment 
ut  it,  but  merely  to  comply  with  the  oppo- 
wl  which  he  then  faw  prevailing  againft  it. 
.  could  not  however  fo  eafily  comply  with  the 

Tlus  woful  compliance  of  his  Majefty,  which  he  always  dc' 
id  was  againft  his  confciencey  and  into  which  he  was  over* 

fay  the  time-ferving  cafuidry  of  fome  eminent  divines  whom 
mifalted,  lay  heavy  at  his  heart  to  his  dying  day,  and  needs 
(her  either  criticifm  or  cenfure,  than  what  his  own  pathetic 
itatioDS  have  p^L/Tcd  upon  it.  It  has  been  obferved  too,  that 
I  the  fame  peoful  of  ink  with  which  he  (igned  Lord  Straf- 
i'sdeath>  he  (igned  the  bill  for  the  two  houfes  of  Parliament 
Bg  during  their  own  plcafurc,  and  thereby  in  one  moment 
waway  the  two  greateil  fupports  of  his  crown  and  dignity. 

article 
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LETTER  article  of  the  incendiaries,  as  it  was  called, 
XL VII.  if  admitted  in  its  original  extent,  would  have 
pofed  a  very  great  number  of  his  true  and  fa 
fill  fubjeds  to  the  rage  and  fury  of  their  < 
mies.  Againft  this  iniquitous  procedure  the  K 
argued  long,  and  with  great  force,  from  C9 
principle  of  prudence,  honour,  and  confciec 
But  fuch  was  the  ^rveterate  malice  of  the  Cc 
nanters,  who  were  the  majority  in  Parliamc 
that  they  would  by  no  argument  be  prevai 
with  to  pafs  from  five  of  their  blaci  lift,  the  i 
of  Traquair,  Bifhop  Maxwel  of  Rofs,  Sir  Rol 
Spotfwood,  the  late  Archbifhop's  fon,  and  E 
fident  of  the  Seffion,  Sir  John  Hay  the  d 
Regifter,  and  Dr.  Balcanqual,  who  drew  up  i 
King's  large  declaration  in  1639,  all  of  wh 
they  pretended  their  national  oath  obliged  th 
to  purfue,  and  bring  them  to  condign  puni 
xnent :  And  altho'  they  agreed,  that  after  Iq 
trial,  the  cenfure  of  thefe  fuppofed  deliaqua 
fhould  be  remitted  to  his  Majefty,  yet  it  was  wi 
this  reftri£tion,  that  he  (hould  not  employ  a 
of  them  in  his  fervice,  without  confent  of  nA 
ment. 

Befides  this,  they  likewife  extorted  from  b 
the  three  following  important  concefiions  ;  thatt 
Parliament  fhould  meet  once  in  three  years,  lA 
out  any  fummons  from  the  King,  if  he  ihoi 
negled  to  publifh  any  io  that  time ;  that  I 
Privy-council  and  all  the  officers  of  State  fliCH 
not  be  appointed  but  by  confent  of  Parliamd 
and  that  the  Parliament  when  fitting,  or  in  t 
interval,  the  Privy-council,  fhould  be  confervaH 
of  the  peace  between  the  two  kingdoms.  Ta 
thefe  difagreeable  articles  the   King  affented,  > 

was  even  gracioufly  pleafed  to  confer  offices,  * 

tit 
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f  honour  on  the  leaders  of  the  Covenanted  Lrrm 
*  At  laft,  on  the  17  th  of  November  the  XLVIL 
lent  rofe,  having  finifhed  their  bufinels,  fo 
in  appearance  to  univerfal  fatisfadion,  that 
laid,  '^  a  contented  King  was  to  depart 
I  a  contented  people,"  and  the  next  morn* 
rly,  his  Majefly  began  his  journey  to  Lon« 

\xt  this  time  the  Irifh  Papifts  took  the  op- 
ty  of  the  religious  confufions  in  Britain, 
n  a  powerful  confederacy,  and  while  they 
izing  the  King's  caftles  and  magazines,  they 
It  the  fame  time  publifliing  declarations  of 
faky  of  their  hearts  and  uprightnefs  of 
Ltentions,  and  like  the  covenanters  in  Scot- 
Jdng  God  to  witnefs  that  they  defigned 
t  lead  diminution  of  his  Majefty's  great- 
>ttt  only  to  feek  their  own  peace.  Among 
l  fufferers  from  this  new  confederacy,  were 
ifhops  and  eftabliflied  clergy  of  the  Protef- 
srfuafion,  whofe  houfes  were  plundered,  their 
carried  off  or  deftroyed,  their  perfons  abuf- 
h  all  manner  of  outrage,  and  many  of  them 

t  Earl  of  Argyle  was  made  a  Marquis,  Lord  Loudon 
Loudon  and  chancellor,  Lord  Lindfay  Earl  of  Lindfay 
of  the  Lords  of  the  treafury,  General  Leflie  Earl  of 
nd  keeper  of  the  Cadle  of  Edinburgh,  Lieutenant-Ge- 
ivingfton  Earl  of  Calendar,  the  Laird  of  Arbuthnot, 
their  mod  zealous  ruling -elders,  Vifcount  Arbuthnor, 
I  of  Warifton  was  knighted  and  made  a  Lordof  Seflion  ; 
•nderfon  got  the  rents  of  the  Royal  chapel,  efteemcd 
a  fufficient  morfel  for  a  Bifhop ;  Gille(pie,  another  of 
Qcipal  demagogues,  had  a  large  pen(ion  fettled  on  him  ; 
proieirors  in  the  univeriities  had  their  prorifions  liberally 
ed  out  of  the  Bifhops  revenues ;  and  to  humour  the^ 
leir  clergy,  a  commi/non  was  appointed  to  (it  in  January 
mlarge  their  (lipeods^  and  bring  them  up  to  a  compe* 

barbarou^y 
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LHTTEB  barbaroufly  put  to  death.  In  a  word,  whateve: 
iLVII.  the  Epifcopal  clergy  fulTered  from  the  prevalenc 
of  covenanted  godlinefs  in  Scotland^  their  brc 
thren  met  with  the  fame  from  the  fury  of  Ca 
tholick  zeal  in  Ireland.  And  this  perfccutioi 
continued,  till  on  the  King's  return  to  London 
and  laying  the  matter  before  his  Parliament  there, 
an  army  of  Scots  was  raifed  upon  Englifli  pay, 
and  tranfported  under  the  Earl  of  I-even,  for  the 
defence  of  the  Proteftant  caufe  in  Ireland.  ThL 
army  put  a  flop  to  the  Popifh  attempts  for 
tirhile :  But  being  called  back  in  a  (hort  time  t: 
affift  againft  the  King  in  Britain,  the  Irifh  infur: 
gents  renewed  their  depredations,  and  continue 
to  keep  their  countr}-,  for  fcveral  years,  in  a  mo. 
miferable  ftate  of  anarchy  and  diforder.  * 

The  Engliih  Parliament  having  at  the  inftiga. 
tion  of  the  Scots  deftroyed  the  Earl  of  Strafford, 
and  locked  up  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  ip 
the  Tower,  their  next  attempt  was  upon  the  li- 
turgy, and  againft  the  Deans  and  Chapters.  At 
the  fame  time  they  prefented  a  petition  againft 
the  Bifhops  having  vote  in  Parliament ;  and  b^ 
caufe  twelve  of  the  Prelates  then  in  town,  finding 
themfelves  infulted  by  the  mob  in  coming  to  the 
Houfe  to  take  their  feats,  had  the  courage  to  pn)* 
teft  in  a  legal  way  for  the  prefervation  of  their  pri- 
vileges, they  were  voted  to  the  Tower  on  the 
30th  of  December,  and  lay  there  till  May  ncrt 
year,  when  they  were  liberated  without  a  trial* 
Mean  time  the  difqualilying  bill  againft  the  clergy 

*  After  the  murder  of  the  King,  the  vi^orious  parliaB*^ 
baving  now  nothing  to  fear  at  home^  fent  over  Cromwell  ^f"* 
a  numerous  and  well  difciplined  army,  who  in  a  few  camp^S^ 
put  an  end  to  the  Irifti  iniurrcdtion,  but  with  as  much  baH>>^ 
and  bloodlhed^  as  had  been  committed  on  the  other  fide. 
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Mi  {mflied  on  with  great  keennels,  and  at  )aft  urrmt 
hmg  pafled  in  the  boufe  of  Lonlsy  vfzs  on  the  XLVII. 
14A  of  February  164^   aflented  to  and  figned  ^^v-^^^ 
by  the  King.     We  are  told  that  no  perfuaiioa  ^f '^'' 
iMuU  have  induced  him  to  it,  if  the  Queen,  %%L  ' 
whom  he  tenderly  loved,  and  who  was  maHe  to 
believe  that  her  perfonal  iafety  depended  on  the 
Tuccefe  of  that  bill,  had  not  by  repeated  impor- 
tunity prevailed  with  him  to  Agn  it  at  Canter* 
y^ij9  whither  he  had  accompanied  her,   on  her 
waj  to  Holland  with  her  eldeft  daughter   the 
niiicefs.  Mary,  who  had  been  lately  married  t» 
the  Prince  of  Orange. 

Yet  £Ten  this  did  not  fatisfy  the  fa6lion  :  J*or 
on  the  I  ft  of  September  the  Honfe  of  Gooimons 
voted  donn  the  Bilhopa  akogether,  which,  as  a 
nutter  af  triinnph,  was  folemnized  with  bonfires 
sad  rin^g  of  bells.  And '  having  thus^  as  &r  as 
they  ^oiild,  fet  afide  the  antient  and  fettled  go- 
vernment ^  the  church,  they  proceeded  to  pafs 
an  ofdiqance  on  the  12th  of  June  1643,  that 
a  fynod  of  divines,  not  chofen  by  the  clergy^  but 
named  by  the  two  houfes,  fliould  meet  on  the 
firft  of  July,  and  continue  .during  pleafure  of  Par* 
j  hment,  for  the  improvement  of  religion,  and  re- 
fivmatiob  of  every  thing -amifs  either  in  thewor- 
Aip  or  p^Miy  of  the  church.  To  fuch  lengths 
of  arrogance  did  this  feditious  Pirli^ment  :feetch 
tbu  exprhitaace  erf*  po\v«r  .'witich  the  King,  had 
pat  tato  their  luinds,  when  he  parted  vnik  his 
■ohefeat  prerogatne  of  diflfolving  them,  and  there- 
in y  chdclung  their  licemious  fcareen  /  AU  iliis 
I'me,  the  Scottiih  malecoments  were  not  idle, 
^'he  Irifh  bufiiiefs  had  given  them  a  handle  for 
'ending  up  a  frtih  troop  of  commiiHoners  to  Lon« 
doB  to  tranfafl  the  bai^ain  for  the  army  with  the 
Vol.  U.  Z  z 
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i.rrTFP  Englifli  Parliaments  which  was  the  avowed  errand. 
XLVII.  and  at  the  fame  time  to  be  rea<ly  with  thrir  ad 
vice  there^  and  their  intelligence  here,  wheneve 
it  might  be  ufeful  to  the  common  caufe.  Th 
perfons  pitched  upon  for  this  purpofe  were,  < 
the  nobih'ty,  the  Earls  of  Lothian  and  Lindfin 
and  the  Lord  Balmerino,  and  of  the  gentry  tb 
newly-knighted  Warifton  with  five  more,  all  V 
olent  for  the  covenant,  and  well  capable  to  nv 
nage  any  plot  entrufted  to  them.  From  thefe  con 
miilioners  the  party  at  home  had  due  notificatic 
of  all  that  pafled  in  England,  and  were  taught  1 
regulate  their  procedure  accordingly. 

Thus,  when  the  General  AiTembiy  fat  down  : 

St.  Andrews  in  July  1642,  and  the  Earl  of  Dtfi 

fermlin  the  commiffioner  had  prefented  the  King 

letter,  ^^  craving  no  more,  in  recompence  for  4 

^^  his  favours,  but  that  the  minifters  would  \ 

their  doctrine  and  example  labour  to  keep  l 

fubjefts  in  their  duty,'*  the  Aflembly  at  fii 

refolved  to  return  his  Majefty  a  letter  of  thank 

with  a  fmcere  promife  of  obedience  to  his  coi 

mands.     But  the  next  day,  having  got  accoui 

irom  London  what  appearance  there  was  of 

thorough  reibrmaticm  m  England,  and  that  t] 

Parliament  there  had  begun  to  exert  themfelv 

with  Vigour  againft  Epifcopacy  and  alt  that  l 

longed  to  it,  the  Afletnbly  changed  their  refbl 

tion,  and  forgetting  their  obligations  of  both  d 

ty  and  gratitude  to  the  King,  agreed  to   expri 

tneir  concurrence  with  thefe  meafures,  and  thi 

eanieft  wiihes  for  the  profecution  of  them. 

was  likewife  moved  and  carried  in  this  Aflemb' 

that  a  Commiffion  of  certain  of  their  number  ihoi 

be  chofen  to  fit  monthly  at  Edinburgh,  for  o 

refpcHiding  with^the  friends  in  England,  in  fi 

thcrii 
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i&ering  the  Good  Work  ;  and  this  is  the  original  LErreii 
of  that  peculiar  fort  of  judicatory,  which   has  XLVII. 
been  kept  up  to  this  day,  and  in  the  intervals  of 
Aflembly  manages  all  their  ecclefiaftical  concerns* 
By  this   means  preparations  were  made  for  the 
iirft  favourable  opportunity  of  declaring   them- 
felves  openly  in  fupport  of  their  fcheme  of  refor- 
mation, in  which  all  the  King's  conceflions,  large 
and  extenfive  as  they  were,  had  not  given  them 
entire  fatisfadion.     With  this  view,  and  to  pro- 
ceed in  as   legal  a  way,  as  the  nature  of  their 
defign  would  admit,    they  had  fent  the  chancel* 
lor  Loudon  to  folicit  the  King  for  a  Parliament, 
vlucb  his  Majefty  abfolutely  refufed,  as  the  three 
jears  agreed  upon  in  the  laft  Parliament  were 
^t  yet  expired.     And  therefore,  to  remove  this 
obftru£don,  by  the  advice  of  Sir  Thomas  Hope, 
^ho,  tho'  King's  Advocate,  was  the  condant  di 
^^or  in  every  meafure  aijainfl  him,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  call  a  convention  of  the  edates   to  meet 
at  Edinburgh  on  the  22d  of  June  1643,  and  the 
^^ely  ere&ed  commiifion  of  Aflembly  appointed 
^  ibfemn  hit  to  be  kept  throughout  tne  kinc^dom 
^^  Sunday  the  nth  of  June,  and  on  the  Wed- 
i^day  following,  for  a  blefling  oa  the  meeting, 
^K^dgood  fuccefs  to  its  determinations. 

The  King  having  laboured  in  vain  to  prevent 
3  rupture  with  his  Parliament  at  Weftminfter, 
and  finding  the  infolence  of  the  fadious  mob 
^^y  increafmg,  faw  it  neceflary  at  lad  to  retire 
from  London,  and  to  provide,  by  ail  the  means 
vhich  God  and  the  laws  had  put  in  his  power^ 
ior  the  honour  of  his  crown  and  the  fecurity  of  his 
perfbn.  To  this  purpofe  he  had  on  the  22d  of 
Auguft  1642,  fetup  his  (lin.iard  at  Njttingha:n, 
AAd  on  the  23d  of  Odobcr  he  attacked  and  do- 

Z  z  2  featcd 
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rrtTER  feated  the  Earl  ofEflfcx,  the  Parliament's  Gene 
XLVII.  ral,  at  Edgehill  in  Warwickfliire.  This  fafk  vk 
x>v^\j  tory  was  followed  by  a  train  of  fucceiles  in  md 
parts  of  England,  efpccially  in  the  Weft,  wher 
the  Loyalifts  were  much  fuperior  to  the  rebels 
and  it  is  generally  believed  that,  if  he  had  march 
ed  ftraight  to  London,  after  taking  the  city  0 
Briftol  m  July  next  year,  his  advcrfaries  woiA 
have  met  him  in  the  moft  fuppliant  manner,  mn 
fubmitted  to  his  mercy.  But  tnftead  of  this,  h 
\¥as  led  by  treacherous  counfel  to  beliege  dot 
cefter,  and  by  this  fatal  delay  the  Parliament  ha 
leifure  to  look  about  them,  and  fall  upon  man 
ways  to  recruit  their  ftrength,  which  theh'  was  n 
duced  very  low.  Among  other  means  of  relie 
they  thought  proper  to  apply  •  to  their  trull 
friends  in  Scotland,  with  this  fweetening  afluranc 
to  draw  them  in,  "  that  now  they  were  in  eame 
*'  to  extirpate  Epifcopacy  root  and  branch,  an 
^^  to  introduce  what  fhould  be  found  moft  agre 
**  able  to  the  word  of  God." 

The  motley  fynod  of  Weftminfter,  appoincc 
•and  named  by  the  two  Houies,  had  accordin 
A.D.  ]643-to  direction  met  on  the  ift  of  July  this  yea 
confifting  of  fix  Earls,  four  Lords,  fixteen  oth< 
lay-members  of  Parliament,  and  a  hundred  an 
eighteen  preachers,  moftly  Prefbyterians,  with  fen 
Independents,  and  a  few  Epifoopalians  in  tl 
nomination,  none  of  whom,  except  Dr.  Feat 
alone,  ever  attended,  and  to  each  ofthefe  c 
vines  was  allowed  the  fum  of  four  (hillings 
day  for  maintenance,  with  a  parliamentary  lec 
rity  againft  the  penalties  of  non*refidence.  Tl 
General  ASemhly  of  Scotland  fat  down  Ukewi 
on  the  2d  of  Auguft,  where  Sir  Thomas  Hoj 
appeared  as  King's  Commiffioner,.  and  Mr.  He 

derfc 
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<feTfoii  -was  again  chofen  Moderator;    To  this  Af-  letteti 
fembly  the   fnglifh  Parliament  fent  four  Com-  XLVIL 
ttuffioners,  and  the  Weftmiofter  fynod  two  Mi-  C/vx.^ 
nillers^  Nye,  an  Independent,  lately  come  over 
fnm  New-England,  and    the   £amous    Stephed 
Blarihal,  whb  had  iaft  year  abfolved  fire  hund- 
red foldiers,    taken  prifoners    by    the  King  at 
Brentford,  from  their  oaths  not  to  carry  arms 
^gmft  him  any  more,  and  ordered  them  back 
to  didt  former  fervice.    When  thefe  fix  Com- 
iniiEoners  produced  their  letters  in  the  Aflemblyy 
^  Moderator  made  a  long  difcourfe  upon  the 
f^e&  of  them,  and  then  alked  the  brethren  in 
Mieral,  what  anfwer  fhould  be  returned  to  them, 
^pon  which,*  one  of  the  members,   afterwards 
^hop  of  Dunkeld,  obfer\'ed,   "  that  thefe  letters 
Ivere  clear  and  particular  concerning  the  pri- 
TUhre  part  of  extirpating  Epifcopacy ;  but  as 
to  .the  pofitive  part,  what  they  meant  to  bring 
'*  in,  they  huddled  it  up  in  ambiguous  and  ge- 
neral terms,  fo  that  whether  it  would  be  Pref-  onArv^ 
'*  bytcry  or  Independency,  or  any  thing   elfe,  Mcnuiri. 
no  man  could  know:    Therefore,  fo  lon^r  as 
they  ftood  there,  and  would  come  no  further, 
**  he  faw  not  how  this  church,  which  holdeth 

*  Prefljytery  to  be   of  divine  right,  could  take 

*  them  by  the  hand  :  For  which  reafon  he 
^  ^flied  that,  before  fiirther  proceeding,  the 
^   i^flembly  would  deal  with  the  Englifh  Com- 

nifBoners,  to  obtain  from  their  conftituents 
*^  as  explicit  a  declaration,  what  they  were  to 
^  introduce,  as  they  had  done  in  what  was  ^ 
f*  "be  removed."  Tho'  this  was  certainly  a  feij- 
fible  and  pertinent  motion,  it  was  neither  fe« 
ccmded  nor  relifhed  by  any  in  the  Aflembly, 
ui<]  the  mover  himfelf  ^'as  ill  looked  upon  for 

his 
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ijnTER  his  pains.  So  the  management  of  the  bufm 
XLVIL  was  committed  to  the  Moderator  and  a  fiel 
junto  of  the  leaders,  Dickfon,  Blair,  Cant,  I 
therford,  &c.  with  the  affiftance  of  the  Mara 
of  Argyle,  the  Earls  of  Caflilis,  Glencairn,  1 
linton,  Lindlay,  and  Loudon,  the  Lords '  Bali 
rind,  Burleigh,  Arbuthnot,  and  others,  udi 
the  fpecious  title  of  Ruling  Elders,  who  havi 
treated  feveral  days  with  the  Engliih  Como 
fioners,  refolved  in  the  end  upon  a  mutual  leaj 
and  religious  Covenant,  to  be  fwom  and  fubfa 
ed  by  both  nations.  Accordingly,  a  paper  bd 
framed  upon  a  preconcerted  draught,  was  brou{ 
into  the  Aflfembly  on  the  17th  of  Auguft,  ^ 
twice  read  over  :  And  tho'  another  of  the  mi 
bers,  Mr.  Briibane at  Erfkine,  defired,  ^'  that) 
*^  fore  men  were  urged  to  vote  about  it,  leii! 
•*  might  be  given  them  for  fome  few  days^ 
**  have  their  fcruples  removed,"  yet,  without  9 
regard  to  fuch  a  neceflary  caution  in  a  matta 
fuch  moment,  the  queftion  was  immediately  p 
^^  Approve,  or  not :''  And  the  roll  being  caU 
it  was  bv  a  plurality  of  voices  carried,.  ^^  J 
^*  pro:Ye«  This  is  that  famous  Solemn  Lea^ 
and  Covenant  J  which  made  fuch  a  noife  at  1 
time,  and  tho'  now  forgotten  by  the  Frelb^ 
nan  eftablifbment,  is  ftill  the  darling  creed 
an  increafing  party  in  our  country  to  this  da 
For  which  reafon,  and  as  it  has  fuch  a  o 
nedion  with  church  afiairs,  I  have  fet  it  do 
verbatim ^2&  follows : 

'  We  Noblemen,  Barons,  Knights,  GenLlem< 
^  Citizens,  Burgefles,  Minifters  of  the  Goff 
^  and  Commons  of  all  forts  in  the  kingdoms 

*  Scotland,  England,  and   Ireland,  by  the  p 

*  vidence  of  God  living  under  one  King,  a 

*  bci) 
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'  bdng  of  one  reformed  religion,  having  before  r.KTTPR 

•  our  eyes  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  advance-  XLVII. 
'  racnt  of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  ^ 
'jefosChrifl,  the   honour  and  happinefs  of  the 
^  King's  Majefty  and  his  poderity,  and  the  itui 
'  jmblic  liberty,  fafety,  and  peace  of  the  king- 

*  domS)  wherein  every  one's  private  condition  is 
'  iQcluded :  And  calling  to  mind  the  treacher- 
'  w^  uid  bloody  plots,  confpiracies,  attempts  and 
'  prsi^ces  of  the  enemies  of  God^  againft  tht 
^  irne  religion  and  profeffors  thereof  in  all  places, 

c^lkdaHy  in  thefi^  three  kingdoms,  ever  (ince 
^he  reformation  of  religion,    and   how  much 
Aeir  raf^e,  power,  and  prefumption  are  of  late 
*nd  at  this  time  increafed  and  exercifed,  where- 
of the .  deplorable  iftate  of  the  church  and  king- 
*  dom  of  Ireland,  the  diftrefled  ftate  of  the  church 
^^d  kingdom  of  England, .  aild  the  dangerous 
^^te  of  the  church  and  kingdom  of  Scotlund, 
^»^  prefeht  and   public  teftimoni^s  :  We  have 
^CHV  at  laft,  after  other  ihea;n&  of  fupplictftion, 
^^ihonftrance,  proteftatloni,  and   fufferingsy  for 
^  ^•le  prefervation  of  ourfelv(!S  and  our  reUgion 
'^om  otter  ruin  ahd  deftrudioh,  according  to 
^He  commendable   practice  of  tbefe  kingdoms 
.  *H  former  times,  and.  the  example  of  God*s 
people  in  other  nations,  after  mature  delib^ra- 
*^on,  tefolved  and  determined  to-  enter  into  a 
tiiutual  and  Solemn  League  and  Covenant^  where- 
in  vre  all  fubf(^iibe,   and  each  one  of  us  for 
himfelf,  with  our  hands  lifted  up  to  the  Moft 
High  God,  do  fwear,' 
I.  ^  That  we  (hall  fincft'ely,  really,  and  <5oii- 
ftantly^  thro*  the  grace  of  God,  endeavour  in 
OUT  feveral  places  and  callings,  the  prefervation 
^  of  the  reformed    religion   in  the  Chuikrh  of 

^  Scotland^ 
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Scotland;  in  do£trine,   worfliip,  diicipUne 
government,  againdour  common  enemies ; 
reformation  or    religion  in  the   kingdoBui 
England  and  Ireland  in  do£trine,  worfhip, 
cipline,  and  government,  according  to  the  v 
of  God,  and-  the  e?cample  of  the  beft  refoti 
churches :  And  fhall  endeavour  to  bring 
churches   of  God  in  the  three  kingdoms, 
the  neareft.c0njuti£tion  and  uniformity  in- 
Hgion,  ConfelHon  of  Faith,  form  of  Cbu 
government,  diredory  for  worfhip,  and  -f 
chifuig ;  that  we  and  our  pofterity  after  us  B 
as  brethren^  live  in  &ith  and  love,  9nd 
Lord   may .  delight  to   dwell  in  the  midft 
iis.  . 

IL  ^  That  we  (hall  in  like  manner,  witl 
refpefl  of  perfpns,  endeavour  the  extirpa 
of  Popery,  Prelacy,  (that  is,  church-gov 
ment  by  Archbilhops,  Bifhops,  their  Chan 
lors  and  Commiifaries,  Deans  and  Chart 
Archdeacons,  and  all  other  ecclefiaftical  om 
dqiending  on  that  hierarchy,)  fuperftition, 
refy,:  fchifr|i»  prophanenefs,  and  whatfoever  i 
be  found  tq  bq  .cointrary  to  found  dodrine 
the  porwer  cf  godlinefs,  left  we  partake  in  o 
mens  fins,  and  thereby  be  in  danger  to  rep 
of  their  plagues :  And  that  the  Lord  may 
•one,  and  bis  name  one,  in  the  three  k 
doms. 

IH«  *  We  ihall»  with  the  fame  fincerily,  rd 
and  conftancy,  in  our  feveral  vocaticma  ed 
vour,  with  our  eftates  and  lives,  mutual!) 
prderve  the  rights  ^nd  privileges  of  the  pa 
ments,  and  the  liberties  of  the  kingdoms  :  . 
to  preferve  and  defend  the  King's  Maje 
perfon  and  authority,  in  the  prelervation 

'  dcfi 
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« 

<Iefence  of  the  true  religion  and  liberties  of  letter 
the  kingdoms :  That  the  world  may  bear  wit-  XLVIL 
seft  with  our  confciences  of  our  loyalty,  and 
that  we  have  no  thoughts  nor  intentions  to 
diminifh  his  Majefty's  juft  power  and  great* 
nefs. 

IV.  ^  We  (hall  alfo,  with   all  faithfulnefs,  en- 
deavour the  difcovery  of  all  fuch  as  liave  been, 

'  or  ihall  be  incendiaries,  malignants,  or  evil  in- 
"  firoments,  by  hindering  the  reformation  of  re- 
^  Ijgion,  dividing  the  King  from  his  people,  or 
'  one  of  the  kingdoips  from  another,. or  mak- 
*  ing  any  fadion  or  parties  among  the  people, 
^  conxxzTf  to  this  League  and  Covenant,  that  they 
^  may  be  brought  to  public  trial,  and  receive 
^  condign  punifliment,  as  the  degree  of  their  of- 
^  £snces  fliaJl  require  or  deferve,  or  the  fupreme 
'  judicatories  of  both  kingdoms  refpedively,  or 
'  others  having  power  from  them  for  that  efted)*, 
'  Ihall  judge  convenient. 

V,  '  And  whereas  the  happinefs  of  a  bleffed 
^  peace*  between  thefe  kingdoms,  denied  in  for- 
^  mcr  times  to  our  progenitors,  is  by  the  good 
[  providence  of  God  granted  unto  us,  and  hath 
'  been  lately  concluded  and  fettled  by  both  Par- 
'  liaments,  we  (hall,  each  one  of  us,  according  to 
'  our   place  and  intcreil,    endeavour  that  they 

may  remain  conjoined  in  a    firm  peace  and 
Union  to  all  pofterity,  and  that  juftice  may  be 

[  done  upon  the  wilful  opi^ofers  thereof,  in  man- 

'  Her  exprelTed  in  the  precedent  article. 
VL  *  We  ihall  alfo,  according  lo  our  places 
ud  callings  in  this  common  caufe  of  religion, 
Hberty  and  peace  of  the  kingdoms,  ailift  and 
defend  all  thofe  that  enter  into  this  League 
and  Covenant,  in  the  maintaining  and  purl'uing 
Vol.  II.  3  A  '  thereof, 
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thereof,  and  ihall   net  fuftcr  ourfclves^  diredl] 
nor  indiredly,  by  whatfoevcr  combination, 
fuafion,  or  terror,  to  be  divided  and  withdraw^en 
from  this  bleflfed  union  and  conjundion,  wl 
ther  to  make  defeflion  to  the  contrary 
or  to  give  ourfelves  to  a  deteftable  indifferenc^=e 
or  neutrality  in  this  caufe,  which  fo  much  cor      j. 


cerneth  the   glory  of   God,   the  good   of  tl^^e 
kingdoms,  and  honour  of  the  King :  But  fh'^   II 


all  the  days  of  our  lives  zealouily  and  conftai^e^t- 
ly  continue  therein   againft  all  oppofition,  aci^d 
promote  the  fame  according  to   our   power 
gainft  all   lets  and   impediments  whatever, 
what  we  are  not  able  ourfelves  to  fupprefs 
overcome,  we   (hall  reveal  and  make  knowi     ^ 
that  it  may  timely  be  prevented  or  removed 
All  which  wc  ihall  do  as  in  the  fight  of 
And  becaufe  thefe  kingdoms  are  guilty  of  m* 
ny  fms  and  provocations  againft  God  and  hi 
fon   Jefus  Chrift,  as    is  too   manifeft,   by  ou^"^ 
prefent  diftrefles  and  dangers,  the  fruits  thcre-^^ 
of.    We  profefs  and   declare  before  God  and^^ 
the  world,  our  unfeigned  defire  to  be  humb— *^ 
led  for  our  own  fms,  and  for  the  fins  of  thefe  ^ 
kingdoms,  efpecially  that  we  have  not,  as  we  "^ 
ought,  valued    the  incftimable  benefit  of  the 
Gofpel;    that  we   have  not  laboured   for  the 
purity  and  power  thereof;  and  that  we  have 
not  endeavoured  to  receive  Chrift  in  our  hearts^ 
nor  to  walk  worthy^  of  him  in  our  lives,  which 
are  the  caufes  of  other  fins  and  tranfgrelfions 
fo  much  abounding  amongft  us,  and  our  true 
and   unfeigned  purpofe,  defire,  and  endeavour, 
for  ourfelves,  and  all  under    our   power  and 
charge,  both  in  public  and   private,  in  all  du- 
ties we  owe  to  God  and  man,  to  amend  our 

•  lives. 
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*  lives,  and  each  one  to  go  before  another  in  the  l^ttf.r 
'eomple  of  a  real  reformation,  that  the  Lord  XLVIT. 
'  may  turn  away  his  wrath  and  heavy  indigna-  ^^ 
'  don,  and  eftablifli  thefe  churches  and  kingdoms 
'  i&  truth  and  peace.  And  this  Covenant  we 
'  make  in  prefence  of  Almighty  God  the  fearcher 
'  of  all  hearts,  with  a  true  intention  to  perform 
'  tke  lame,  as  we  (hall  anfwer  at  that  great  day, 
'  when  the  fecrets  of  all  hearts  (hall  be  difclof- 
'  cd :  Moft    humbly    befeeching   the  Lord    to 

*  ftitngthen  us  by  his  Holy  Spirit  for  this  end, 
^  to  blefs  our  dedres  and  proceedings  with 

'  Aich  fuccefs,  as  may  be  deliverance  and  fafety 
^o    his  people,    and   encouragement  to    other 
^hiiftian  churches  groaning  under,  or  in  dan- 
Stt  of  the  yoke   of  antichriftian   tyranny,  to 
J^n    in    the    fame    or     like    aiTociation    and 
(^renant :  To   the  glory  of  God,  the  enlarge- 
*Uicnt  of  the  kingdom  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  and  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  all  chriftian  kingdoms 
^nd  commonwealths." 
^  Tho*  thefe  Covenanters  plead  "  the  example 
of  God's  pe(^le  in  other  nations,"  it  is  well 
^own   that    the    example    is   not    peculiar    to 
fuch  as  they  affeft  to  call  *'  God's   people,"  for 
jJ^e  Holy  League  in  France  which  was  firil  pro- 
Kfted  by  the  Cardinal  of  Lorrain,  a  plotter  on 
^  Popifh  fide,   fully  as   zealous   as  Mr.  Hen- 
^'^on  on  the  Puritan,   had   the  fame  pretext  of 
^Ugion,  and  held  forth  the  fame  infnaring  pro- 
^^on  of  *'  rendering  due  obedience  to  the   ting 
in  maintaining   the  exercife   of  the  true  reli- 
gion."    A  like  imitation  of  the  Romifh  pat- 
^*ii  is    but    too  obfervable  in  the   fourth    ar- 
^cle  about  the   difcovery   of  maliguants,    which 
^<?eiiis  to  be  neither  more  nor  le(s,  than  fetting 

3  A  2  up 
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tjFTTEv.  up  a  Court  of  Inquifition  in  €very  corner,  p 
XLVII.  haps  in  every  family,  of  the  kingdom,  and  i 
liging  the  fon,  if  he  (hall  think  his  Jatbei 
malignant,  to  inform  againft  him,  and  profec 
him  to  death.  In  fhort,  it  is  eafy  to  fee 
on  the  very  face  of  this  fludied  compofitiiMl 
hypocrify  and  impudence,  that  under  the  m 
of  Reformation,  the  main  defign  of  it  was  ain 
againd  the  King,  whom,  with  all  their  prfete 
ed  loyalty  of  heart  and  fallacious  engagenAc 
of  defence,  they  could  not  but,  in  conibrfi 
to  their  expreffions,  look  upon  as  one  of  ** 
**  enemies  of  God,*'  being  then  in  open  ^ 
againft  *'  the  profeffors  of  the  true  religio 
who  were  thus  Solefunly  Lea'^uing  and  Cavtnam 
together.  Yet  fuch  as  it  was,  it  paffed  with 
hefitation  in  the  Affemblv,  and  was  the  fame  < 
joyfully  received  and  ratified  by  the  convcm 
ot  the  Eftates  which  had  met  at  the  King's  fi 
mons :  On  which  Bifliop  Burnet  in  his  Memc 
&c.  remarks,  that  "  wife  obfervers  wondercc 
*'  fee  a  matter  of  that  importance  carried  tl 
**  upon  fo  little  deliberation  and  debate  :  It  ' 
**  thought  ftrange  to  fee  all  their  confcience 
**  fuch  a  fizc,  and  to  agree  fo  exaftly  as  the 
**  veral  wheels  of  a  clock,  which  made  k 
**  fufpeded  that  there  was  fome  firft  mover  I 
*'  directed  all  thefe  other  motions.  This,  by 
**  one  party,  was  imputed  to  God's  extraordiu 
**  providence,  but  by  others^  to  the  power  \ 
"  policy  of  the  leaders,  and  to  the  fear  J 
**  fimpHcitv  of  the  reft.** 

The  next  thing  the  afiembly  did,  was  to 
point  commiflioners  to  go  to  London,  and  con 
with  the  Weltminlter  lynod  in   promoting 
new  combination  ;    and  the   men  pitched  u 
•    were  Ilenderfon,  Bailey,  Rutherford  and  Gi 
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fie  miniftcrs,  and  Lord  Maitkind   and  Warif-LErrEit 
ton   ruling«dder8»      Upon  the  30th  of    Auguft  XLVIL 
dicfe  new  delegates  fet  off,  and  on  the  25th  ^f  VO^J^ 
Scficaaber  the  two  houfes  of  Parliament,  and  the      '   '^^ 
fynod   of   divines   convened  with  'them    in  nhe 
rhurch  of  St.  Margaret's,   Weftminfter.     At  this 
foknmity  one  White  a  minifter  of  the  fynod  pray* 
ed  an  hour,  to  prepare  them  for  taking  the  cove- 
nant :   Then  Nye  the  Independent  mounted  the 
pa^t,  and  harangued  upon  it,   endeavouring  to 
jfM^fy  it  by  fcriptare-precedents,  and  to  (hew  the 
benefits  that  the    church  has  received    by  fuch 
combinations.     This  panegyrick  was  feconded  by 
Henderfon,  who  added  a  complaint  of  the  King's 
being  eovemed  by  wicked  counfel,  and  a  pro- 
nife  OT  affiftance  from  the  dates  of  Scotland  to 
the  Parliament  of  England,  in   the  caufe  they 
had  undertaken.     When  Henderfon  had  done  his 
paxt,  Nye    read  the  covenant  from  the  pulpit^  • 
and  all  the  audience  held  up  their  hands,  in  token 
of  their  aflent^     At  lad  being  engroffed  on  parch- 
tt^ent,  it  was  fubfcribed  by  the  Lords  and  com- 
iQont  in  their  refi>edive  houfes,  and  by  the  affem- 
^W  of  divines  and  the  Scots  delegates  in  the  con* 
fiftory-room  of  the  fynod.     Immediately  after,  the 
Scots  commiilioners   were   admitted  members  of 
^t  AiTembly,  with  the   fame  powers  and  provi^ 
&n  that  the  £ngli(h  had,  and  in  this  capacity 
^c  find  them  foon  after  figning  a  letter  from  tha 
^embly,  by  order  of  Parliament,  to  the  reform- 
^  churches   abroad,  "  to  inform  them   of  the 
great  artifices  and  difguifes  of  the   King's  a- 
gents  in  thefe  parts,  and  of  the  itate  of  their 
Own  afiairs  at  home.*'  • 

^^       The  fubfcriptions  to  this  canting  addrefs  ftand  thnsi  ''  your 

^   '^oft  affectionately  devoted  brethren  in  Chrift,  William  Twiflc 

Prolocutor,  Conelius  Burgcfs,  John  White  Afl'efTors,  Hcory 

In 
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ETTFR       In  Scotland,  the  work  of  the  covenant  went 
UjVII.  rapidly  on,  the  commifHon  of  the  Aflembly  hav- 


e 


ing  decreed,  and  fent  peremptory  orders  to    al 
the  Prefbytcries,  that  without  delay  it  fhould 
fworn  and  fubfcribed  throughout  the  whole  king< 
dom,  under  pain  of  excommunication.     Accord- 
ingly  on  the    13th  of  October   it   was  folemnl^^C^ 
fworn  and  fubfcribed  in  the   high  kirk  of  £din 
burgh  by  the  members  of  the  commiflion  them- 
felves,  and  by  the  convention  of  Eftates,  in  pre- 
fence  of  fo  many  of  the  Englifh  delegates  as  had 
flayed  here  for  that  purpofe  :  And  on  the  22d  the 
convention  by  an   exprefs  act  ordered  it  to  be 
fworn  and   fubfcribed  by  all   the  fubjefts,  **  un-     — '-^' 
**  der  pain  of  being  punilhed   as  enemies  to  re-     -^'^ 
*'  ligion,  his  Majelty's  honour,  and  the  peace  of 
^^  thefe  kingdoms,  and  to  have  their  goods  and 
*^  rents  confifcatcd,  and  they  not  to   enjoy  any 
*'  office  or  benefit  wiihin  the  kingdom,   and  to 
be  cited   to    the  next  Parliament,   to   receive 
what  furtht  r  punifhmcnt   his  Mujcfty  and   the 
*'  Parliament    Ihould   inflict   upon   them.*'     Yet 
liis   Majefty   had,   by   his   authority,  which    w^as 
not  yet  difclaimcd,  exprcfsly  prohibited  what  was 
here  enjoined,  under  pain  of  treafon,  and  there- 
fore a  few   of  the  principal   nobility  flood  out 
againft  this  new  covenant,  and  either  fled  to  the 
King's  ftandard,  or  trufl:ed  to  the  intereft  of  tlieir 
friends  in  the  convention.     But  over  the  inferior 
gentry  and  common  people   matters  were  carried 
with  the  utmoll  violence,  efpecially  by  the  preach- 
ers, who,  under  pretence  of  the  oath  of  the  co- 

*^  Roborough,  Adonirani  ByiicM  Scribes.  John  Msiitland, 
**  Archibald  Johiifton,  Alexinder  Hci-icrfon,  Samuel  Rut hcr- 
"  ford»  Robert  Baiicy,  George  Gillclpici  Commiffioners  of  ihe 
<«  church  of  Scodand," 

venant^ 
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tenant,  crefted  a  mod  tyrannical  tribunal  over  lettfr 
all  forts  of  men  and  all  families  in  the  kingdom;  XLVIL 
fo  that,  as  Lord  Clarendon  exprefles  it,  ^'  the 
"  preacher  reprehended  the  hulband,  governed 
"  the  wife,  chaftized  the  children,  and  infulted 
^  the  fervants  in  every  houfe." 

In  England,    where  the   clergy   had    hitherto 
efcaped  the  rage  of  covenanting  reformation,  they 
were  now  the  principal  fufferers.     Such  of  them 
as  refided  to  enter  into  this  Solemn  League  were  ei- 
ther obliged  to  retire  to  places  under  the  King's 
proteftion  where,  tho'  their  perfons  were  fafe  for  a 
"While,  ihey  could  expect  but  fcanty  provifion,  or 
to  run  the  ri(k  of  being  plundered  and  imprifon- 
rf,  and  eJcpofed  to  every  '.  kind  of  lawlefs  outrage. 
In  London  alone,  about  a  hundred  and  fifteen 
clergymen  were  turned  out  of  their  livings,  their 
hoirfes  rifled,  and  their  wives  and  families  driven 
^^  the  flreets;    from  which   may  be   conjcftur- 
cd  the  greatnefs   of  the  calamity  thro*  the   reft 
^f  the  kingdom.     All  thefe  violent   proceedings 
RHvcfuch  fpirit  to  the   faftion  in   England,  that 
**ffex  got  his  languifhing  army  quickly  recruited, 
^'^d  was  enabled  to  rail'e   the   unhappy  fiege   of 
^locefler,  and  fight  the  King  at  Newbury  on  the 
^3d  of  Oftober,   where  his  Majefty   had  rather 
^*^  difadvantage.     In  Scotland,  the  convention  of 
^ftates  were  no  lefs  adive,  and  having  got  down 
^    liberal  fupply  of  money  from  London,   they 
*oon  raifed  a  powerful  army,  more  zealoufly  at- 
^^ichcd  to  the  caufe  now  than  ever.     Old  Leflie 
*^arl  of  Leven  once  more  accepted  the  command, 
^nd  now  for  the  third  time  drew  his  fword  againft 
his  Sovereign.     Next  to  him  was  preferred   ano- 
ther Leflie,  David  of  the  family  ofLindores,  who 
foon  made  a  firjure,  and  overtonntd  his  namefake 

both 


and  3000  horfe,  and  by 
they  had  pufhcd  as  far 
fhall  leave  them  for  a  w 
ployment,  and  proceed  i 
operations  of  the  two  cc 
land  and  England,  Ih  t 
on* 

I 
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UTTGlt 
XLVIIL 
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^^vaedingi  in  the  Sc$tcb  and  Englijh  Parliamenti 

^ainft  ibe  Loyalijis^  Epifcopacy^  &c.         Mon^ 

^nfe fuccefsful on  the  Kings  Side        Obliged  to 

^Jband  bis  Forces^  by  the  King  fiirrendering  him^^ 

Je^io  ibe  Sects'-— ^onfequences  of  this  Surren* 

der Tbe  King  fold  to  the  Engtijh^  falls  int9 

the  Hands  of  the  Independents Efcapes    t9 

ibe  Ifle  of  Wight^  but  is  again  delivered  up  to 
ibe  ParUamem''^^^^Tbe  Scvts^  in  Ofpofition  to 
ibe  Kirk^  raife  an  Army  for  bit  Refcue^  wbicb 
is  entirely  routed  by  Cromwell  ■  Tbe  King 
bought  to  a  mock  Trials  and  snutdired  at 
WbiiebalU 


AMONG  the  firft  fruits  of  the  Covenant  in 
Scotland,  was  an  excife  fcheme,  projec* 
ted  by  Lord  Balmerino^  for  the  maintenance  of 
^e  army^  which  was  ill  received  thro'  the  whole 
kiBgdoqi,  particularly  by  die  ^dtisens  of  £dim« 
bur^  But  the  powerful  oratory  of  the  pulfut 
^OQn  filenced  the  oppofition,  and  by  authority  of 
VoL  II  3  B  the 
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tfcTTER  .  the  Eftates  the  excife  was  enacted,  and  procl 

XX-VIIL  gj  j^^  ^l^g  market  crofs.     Soon  after,  the   ] 

^"^^'^  were  alarmed  with  the  news  of  the  old  Ma 

of  Huntly  iifmg  in  arms  for   the  King,  v 

they  took  care  to  revenge  in  all  hafte,   bj 

lummary  excommumcatioh  of  the  Marquis 

fcli,   and  four  of  his  chief  adherents,  the  L 

of  Drum,   Haddo,  Skene,    and  Tipperty, 

what   provoked  them  moft  of  all,  was  the 

open  wfenion-  of  their  ©nee  good  friend  -K 

rofe,    whom  they  had  been  fufpeding  for  i 

time,  and  whom  the  King,  to  fix  him  on  his 

bad  lately' ho AouTed  with  the  title' of  Mar* 

Foi;  which   heinous  •  offence,    fince  they   c 

not" 'as   yet  reach  him  with  the  temporai  An 

the  fpirituaF  one  was  kt  loofe  on  him,  atid  oil 

faithful  •  companions,  the  Earls  of  Crawfbri 

Nithftlale,.and  the  Lords  Aboyne,  Harries^ 

A.D.  164,*.  Rae,,- who.were*  all  exc9mmuuicated  ju  the-j 

J^l^irk  .of  Edinburgh,   on  ^he   2(Jth   of  Apil, 

orders  fent  to   intimate  '  this    fentence  m  e 

Kirk  of  the  kingdom.  •  Hciwever,  what  vex: 

the  falling'^  off  of  *  Mentrofe  gave  them,  was 

4{oo4;  im^Uf^  ^^^H^d  ^Y  ^\}^  coming  in  of  ^ 

Hamiltqp's  brother,  .^  thv?   Earl  of  Lanerfc,,  ^ 

"thb;   raifed   to    Ihat  l^onour   by  the   King*, 

"hiadc?"^!^*' !^(*cferyj"**appeared   how^    before 

CommifTion   of  the   kirk,   and   with  firoDg 

preffions  of  forrow  for  his   former  adherenc 

I       the  King,  begged  to  be  admitted  to   the  C 

'mht,  wiSi  foda'  role  to  6e'  a  :  Rufiiig  £I3e 

Oii»tt;e,29t)i'-of  May  »i644  the  General  Affoij 

dkh.xlowiL  iit  Edinburgh^  without  any  'Con 

£oaor:itDm  :the'  King,  and  pafled  an  zQi  for  i 

ing  a  ifrcfli  recruit :  of  Minifters.  to  relieve  1 

tbat  ptteiided  tiieir  army  in  England,  and  far 


•J . 
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sy  oodrfe  to  ftrengthen  it  and  keq)  it  ap.  And  lrtter 
"Itmas  the  military  Prefbytery  had  faat  them^*^^^'; 
vordy  that  the  city  of  York  was  blocked  up  by 

''fwann  of  obftinate  Papifts  in  it/'  for  fo 
aey  called  all  the  King's  friends  ;  the  Affismbly 
Rums  this   encouraging  but  impudent   anfver. 

Hut  fan&uary  which   your  enemies  and  the 

enemies  of  your  God  have  taken^   ftall  not 

kit  them.'* 

At  this  time  too,  after  waiting  the  three  years 
f  iotenmflion,  the  Convention  of  Eflates  turned 
lemielves  into  a  Parliament,  and  fat  down  as 
ich,  of  their  own  heads,  at  Edinburgh  on  the 
■A  of  June,  without  the  lead  notice  of,  or  from 
le  King.  Mr.  Cant  preached  the  opening  fer« 
300,  and  fatisfied  their  expedations  to  the  fulL 
Imt  ttisia  point  he  drove  at,  was  to  flate  an  op« 
ofidon  between  King  Jefus  and  King  Charles, 
i  he  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  himfelf,  and  upon 
hat  account,  to  prefs  refiftance  to  King  Charles 
or  the  ihtereft  of  King  Jefus.  This  was  preach* 
3g  to  the  times,  without  regard  to  the  fcrip- 
ores,  and  (hews  what  fenfe  thefe  men  had  of 
he  pretended  oath  in  their  Covenant,  to  defend 
he  King's  perfon.  In  this  Parliament,  the  loyal 
^  John  Gordon  of  Haddo,  anceftor  to  the  Earl 
tf  Aberdeen,  having  joined  the  Marquis  of  Hunt* 
fonder  the  King's  commiffion,  and  being  bafe- 
f  betrayed  into  Argyle's  hands,  was  condemn* 
d  by  a  ftrange  ad  of  their  own  devifmg,  ^^  that 
'  tr^aiba  might  be  committed  againft  the  States 

of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  againll  the  Sove* 

rrign  himfelf,"  and  upon  this  ftretch  of  par^ 
sunentary  defpotifm,  was  bebeaded  at  the  crofs 
^  Edinburgh  on  the  loth  of  July,  as  was  like* 
ife  ioQU  adKler,  the  Laird  of  Logan  in  Dumfries* 

3  B  a  fhire^ 


X 

t 


whom  they    now  made  H 
land,  in  place  of  the  four 
cd  in  1 64 1 .     Thefe  were 
the  legal :  prerogatives  of 
impolitic    ftrokes  of  war 
event  of  the  contention  w 
ivere  enqsuraged  to  both 
covenanted  troops  againf] 
Marfton-moor  near  York^ 
it  is  laid,  was  owing   to 
Rupert  on  the  King's  fi 
fault  from  the   £ngli(h 
the  Scotch  David  Leflie  o: 
the  6rft  and   mofl  fevere 
affairs  had  met  with  in  1 
fucceeded  by  a  train  of  n 
fhock  at  Nal'eby  on  the 
which  he   never  recoverec 
Of  this  critical  fituatioi 
fail  to  take   all    poflible 
mons  at  Weftminfter  ren 
Archbifhop  Laud,  and  af 
tion,   affgi'^^^ted  by  the  : 
and  dimndly  anfwered  i 
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73d  year  of  his  age.    At  the  fame  time  an  or-  LETTEit 

ilinance  palled    both   houfes,  for  abolifhing  the  ^^^}}\ 

book  of  Common  Prayer,    and  eftablifhing  the ' 

Bfffdory  for  public  worfhip,  which  their  Affem- 

Uy  of  divines  had  lately  framed.     By  this  direc-. 

tatf  it  was  appointed,  ^'  that  ordinarily  one  chap^ 

**  ter  of  each  Teftament  be  read  at  every  meet« 

^  ing  for   public  worfhip,  and .  fometimes  more- 

*  whenithe  chapters  be  ihort,  and  the  coherence 

*^  ef  the  matter  requireth  it,  and  that  all  the' 

*'  canonical  books  be  read  over  in  order,  begin- 

^  ning  the  next  Lord's  day  where  it  ended  the 

^  laft.    It   lays   down  rules    for  managing,  the^ 

*  lermon,  and  for  the  method  of  prayer,  both^ 

*'  befbrie  and  after  it :  It  recommends  the  ufe  of 

^   the  Lord's  prayer,  hot  only  as  a  pattern,,  but 

**   alfo  a&  a  moft  comprehenfive  form  of  devo« 

"   tion :  As  to  baptifm,  it  forbids  the  unneceffary 

^   ddaying  it,    and  the  adminiftration  of  it,  by 

**   any  private  unordained  perfon,  or  any  where 

but  at  church,  and  in   the  face  of  the  con« 

**  gregation  :  At  the  receiving  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 

**  per,  the  table,  being  decently  covered,  is  to 

^  be  fo  placed,  that  the  communicants  may  fit 

^  about  it,  but  the  pofture  of  the  Minifter,  or 

^  when,   or  how  he  is  to  communicate,  is  not 

^  prefcribed :  The  dead  are  to  be  buried  with- 

^'  out  any  religious  ceremony,    and  the  other 

**  miniflerial  offices  of  many  ing,  vifiting  the  fick, 

^  &c.  are  referred  for  the  moft  part  to  the  Mi- 

*^  nifler's  own  pleafure."    But  thro'  the  whole 

compofition,  there  is  not  the  leaft  mention  of  the 

creed  and  the  ten  commandments :  For  when  that 

point  was  agitated  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

where  all  thefe  theological  queflions  were  debated 

before  a  final  decifion,  there  was  a  majority  of 

votes 


*  :  irom    both    lides.      I'he   1 

j  "  Thai  Epifcopacy  fhould 

i ':   i  ;  "  That  the  fitting   of  the  . 

^^  confirmed  by  his  Majeft^ 
^^  eflabliflied  at  the  legal  fb 
H  lliat  hiii  Majeftv  take  th 
*^'G6venant:  Ana  that  an 
^  pafled,  for  enjoining  it  o 
*•  the  three  kingdoms.''  Tl 
ed  his  Commiflioners  lo  go 
with  his  confcience  and  c 
mands  from  the  other  fide 
travagant,  that  after  a  deb: 
on  the  religious  part  of  the 
Dr.  Stewart,  the  clerk  of  his 
and  the  Scottifh  Mr.  Hei: 
ment,  the  treaty  broke  up  • 
ary,  without  the  lead  agree 
whatever.  The  decifive  a: 
pening  foon  after,  fo  flui 
that  without  troubling  thei 
bout  the  royal  fandion,  th 
force  their  religious  ordina 
r<jiur       nalties.  enadinir.  thai  if  anv 


OF    SCOTLAND.  383 

pounds  for  the  fecond,  and  fuffer  a  year's  im-  Limit 
priibnment  for  the  third.  ?i;iS 

Thus    matters  went  fwimmingly  on  with  the 
CoTciianters  in  England,  to  which,  their  Scotch 
fiends,  both  in  council  and  camp,  did  not  a  little 
tentribute.     But  in  Scotland,  the  party  had  not 
of  bte  been  fo  fuccefsful.     The  Marquis  of  Mon- 
trofe,  after   the  unlucky  affair  of  Marfton-moof , 
had  returned  to  his  own  country,  where  he  pro- 
duced the  King^s  commiilion,  and  with  a  fupply 
of  twelve  hundred  men  from  Ireland,  joined  to 
(be  handful  of  troops  which  he    had  raifed  at 
koaie,  bn  the  firft  of  September  1644,  obtained 
•   complete  viftory  over  a  fuperior  body  of  the 
CoYcnanters  at  Tippermuir  near  Perth,   and  on 
^^  twelfth,    overthrew  another   army  of  them 
^■kiyder  the  Lord  Burleigh  at  Aberdeen.     This  un- 
^^)cded  oppofition  fo  incenfed  his  adverfaries» 
^^^2tt  tbey  forfeited  his   eftate,  and  imprifoned  all 
^^Mpe&dd  perfons  whom  they  could  lay  hands  on, 
'^t*t  durft    not    proceed    to  greater  extremities, 
?^^  fear  of  retaliation.     Mean  time  Montrofe  hav- 
^^g  fcoured  the  country  for  fome  months,  at  lait 
*^«  with  Argyle  at  Innerlochy,  on  the  2d  of  Fe- 
^^^«ary,  and  defeated  him,  with  no  great  flaughter 
^i^  either    fide.     His  next  encounter  was  with 
^^^n«ral  Hurry^  at  Auldearn^  on  the  4th  of  May, 
^licre  he  gained  another  complete  viftory  :    And 
^^t^  the  ad  of  July   he    came  up  with   General 
fioillie  at  Alford,  and  got  the  better  of  him  too, 
^^di  little  lofs  on  his  own  fide,  but  of  his  brave 
friend   the    Lord  Gordon.     Thefe  repeated  fuc- 
^^fes,  in  fo  Ihort  a  time,   put  the  Covenanters 
to  their   wits  end,  and  all  engines,  civil  and  et* 
^tefiaftical,    were  fet    a-going,    to    ftop  fuch  a 
^^AAgferous  careen    The  Parliament  order^  levies 
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I.ETTER  -to  be  raifed  thro'  all  the  kingdom  with  the 
^^1^!  ^^^  fpecd,  and  the  Affembly  iflfued  out  a 
lemn  exhortation  to  all  ranks  and  degrees,  ^ 
*'  mind  their  Covenants,  and  to  pay  thtir  t 
*^  and  taxes,  and  public  burdens,  for  coAfd 
^^  fake,  that  the  enemy  who  had  difplayed  a  U^s 
^^  ner  againft  the  Lord,  and  againlt  his  Cbxr- 
"  might  be  fupprefled." 

By  thefe  methods  they  collected  another  ^ 
merous  army,  and  thought  to  furround  Monttcn 
in  fuch  a  way,  that  it  (hould  not  be  poifible  ^ 
him  to  efcape  them.  But  he  took  the  ftart 
them,  and  felling  upon  their  new  raifed  army^ 
Kilfyth,  between  3tirling  and  Glafgow,  on  "^ 
15th  of  Auguft,  gave  them  the  mod  bloody 
throw  they  had  met  with,  no  fewer  than  f( 
thouiand  of  them  lying  dead  on  the  field.— 
on  this  unforefeen  blow,  their  leading  men 
it  prudent  to  provide  for  their  own  fafety^'* 
Glencairn  and  Caflilis,  who  had  been  bufy  ^ 
cruiting  in  the  Weft  country,  got  over  to  Irelai9 
and  Argyle,  Loudon,  Lindfay,  Lanerk,  and  cl 
reft  of  them  that  efcaped,  run  in  all  hafte  ^ 
Berwick.  The  country  now  came  in  to  llS^ 
trofe,  with  fubmiflive  acknowledgments  and  lai^ 
proniifes :  And  the  citv  of  Edinburgh,  whither  W 
had  fent  a  party  to  relieve  the  loyalifts  who  wti 
prifoners  in  the  caftle,  made  the  moft  (acred  pitf 
teftations,  even  with  curies  and  imprecatiool 
of  their  future  allegiance,  and  in  the  moft  fu| 
pliant  manner,  begged  to  be  taken  into  his  pit 
tedion. 

At  the  fame  time  the  King  fent  Sir  Robes 
Spotfwood  with  a  royal  commiffion,  conftitutiiq 
Montrofe  Captain  General  and  Governor  of  ScoC 
land,  with  ample  powers  to  confer  Kmghtboodt 

anc 
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«nd  fummon    Parliaments.      Whereupon  he  ap-  letter 
poimed  a  Parliament  to  meet  at  Glafgow  on  the^^^i^^i 
^odiof  Odqbsr  next,  and  caufed  it  to  be  proclaim* 
^  at  the  mfarket-crafs  of  Glafgow,  Linlithgow, 
aad  'Edinburgla.     But   providence  had  defigned 
cMherwifec:  For  the  covenanters,  feeing  their  ail 
noir  at  ftake,  and  finding    their  own  internal 
Acngth  unable  to   cope  with   Montrofe,  called 
itone  their  countryman  David  JLefly,    with  the 
^'hole  body  of  horfe  he  commanded  in  England, 
^^d.  Montrofe,  being  perhaps  too  fecure  in  hi$ 
I^te  vidoryy  and  deceived  by  fome  in  whom  both 
<Jie  King  and  he   too  much  trulled,  was  fo  de- 
coyed into  aihare,  that,  tho'  he  began  to  fee  his 
*^rror  at  iaft,  yet  before  he  could  properly  re- 
trieve it,  Lellly  by  forced  marches  was  up  with 
l^im,  and  attacking  him  with  his  whole  power 
^f  Jiorfe,'  entirely  routed  him,  zxotwithftanding  all 
the  eSbits  xhat  Montrofe  made  to  fland  the  (hock 
^  fuchaifudden  alTault.  <  This  battle,  fo  unlucky 
to  the  King's,  caule,  was  fought  at  Philiphaugh 
on  the  x^th  of  September   1645,  ^^^  ^^^  '^^^ft 
tragical  eScds.  .  Montrofe  himfelf,  with  a  few  foU 
lowers  got  oiif.fafe,  but  a  great  number  of  them^ 
'tiifling   their  wav,  -tvere  leized  by  the  country 
people  and"  delivered  up  to  the  viftoh,  who  feat 
them  to  fcveral  ..prifoas  :    The  remainder  of  theni 
'With  Stuart  the  adjntant  at  their  bead,  drew  up  in  a 
tiulefold,  and'by  bis  means  got  quarter  from  Lelly, 
till  the.  preachers  thought  proper  to  remonflrate  a^ 
gainft  giving  quarter  to   fuch  wretches,  and  iii 
fiUred  it  an  ad:  of  the  blacked  impiety  to  fpar« 
them;  upoa  which  the  army  was;  let  loofeupon 
them,  and  '  cut  them  all  in  pieces,  except  Stuart 
who  was  kept  prifpncr. 

Y0I..U.   ...  3  G  The 


wife,  who  in  that  time 
led  it,  had  Ihcwn  any  fi 
without  any  other  taul 
judged  fufficient  ground 
fatisfied  with  thus  wres 
nulignants  of  their  own 
their  number  to  the  coi 
the  fpeedy  execution  of 
In  the  mean  time.  Mo 
was  not  difheartned  b] 
having  by  uncommon  i 
parti  of  the  North,  gt 
army,  and   made  prep; 

*  In  compliance  wiih  itiii 
tended  minincrs  of  tbc  golpel 
to  be  eitccuKd  n  the  crofj  of  i 
three  boMfiil  yoang  gcntlemei 
Sir  WiUiun  Rollo.  Sir  Fbil^ 
u  which  fight  Mr.  DickToo,  tb 
ed  out,  "  the  work  goes  bom 
contemporary  fayj,  pafTed  iftc 
f»ne  inlfauice,  were  executed  i 
wonhy  Sir  Robert  Spotrwood. 
Earl  of  TullibudiD,  Coloael 
Gnthry,  foa  to  the  honeft  Bil 
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I  in  all  probability  he  would  have  given  the  LBirnR 
aanters  more  trouble  than  ever,  if  the  woful^^l^^f* 
ifion  of  the  King's  affairs  in  England  had 
lUt  a  final,  becaufe  authoritative,  ftop  to  his 
edings.  After  the  gloomy  day  of  Nafeby, 
io^  with  his  broken  troops  wandered  from 
to  place  for  fome  months,  till  at  laft  with  much 
ilty  he  got  fafe  to  Oxford,  where  he  hoped 
main  till  matters  (hould  take  another  •  turn 
favour.  But  when  the  next  fpring  fet  in, 
informed  that  Fairfax  and  Cromwell  were 
ring  to  lay  fiege  to  the  place,  and  unwilling 
I  into  tj^eir  hands,  he  left  Oxford  early  in 
oming  on  the  27th  of  April  1646  in  dif- 
,  apd  attended  only  by  Dr.  Hudfon  one  of 
laplains,  and  Afhbumham  of  his  bed  cham- 
ame  thro*  by-ways  on  the  5th  of  May  to 
cots  army,  then  lying  before  Newark  upon 
:.  Here  he  was  received  at  firft  with  every 
of  refpe£t,  till  Leven  the  General  (hould 
fc  inftru£Uons  from  his  mailers  at  home, 
immediately  upon  getting  <lhe  agreeable  in- 
ence,  difpatched  the  Earls  of  Lanerk  and 
Oder,  and  Lord  Balmerino,  to  Newcaftle^  to 
I  place  Leven  had  on  the  1 3th  brought  both 
ing  and  the  army.  At  the  defire  of  thefe 
agers,  the  King  fent  orders  to  his  garriibns 
where  to  furrender,  and  to  Montrofe  in 
rular  to  difband  and  capitulate  with  the  ene- 
This  order,  repeated  to  him  in  a  letter  by 
rate  bearer,  cut  down  all  Montrofe's  projeds 
ice:  So  having  obtained  liberty  to  go  be- 
fea,  he  left  his  own  country  in  the  end  of 
lift,  and  went  to  France  to  offer  his-  fervice 
e  Queen. 

3  C  a  The 
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i.KTTFR  The  King  bdrtg  now  in  the  hands,  and-  at  1 
r^^lXl^V  difpofal  of  thp  Scots,  the  Engliih  were  obliged 
court  them,  by  conCeflions  and,  oSers  whirh  otb 
wiic  they  would  not  have  thought  of.  The  indep 
dent  fcbemc  was  bjeginning  to  prevail  among  th 
by  the  aJdrefs  of  Cromwell,  who  for  his  o 
eiid^  encouraged  that  way,  and  had  influei 
enough  in  .the  afipy  to  fpread  the  fpirit  of 
there.  In  the  fynod  at  Weftniinfter  the  divii 
of  that  perfuafion  were  perpetually  builUng,  a 
clogging  the  Prefbytcrian  mealurcs,  and  hftdeii 
formal  debates,  and  threw  out  propofals  in  fUp{H 
of  their  own  fcheme,  B^fidt?s,  the  two  Ho^ei 
Parliament,  by  whom  th^t .  fynod  had  been  c 
led,  having  once  got  a  tafte  of  eccIefiadicalpoVi 
were  not  .very  fond  of  the  Scotch  difcipliiie,  ai 
did  not  chufe  to  be  fettered  in  their  pride 
intereft  with  any  plan  of  ehurch-governme 
whatever.  For  when  the  Scots  commiffxoners  c 
jcfted  to  fome  particulars,  in  the  Parliamenta 
reform,  and  infiiicd  on  the  abfolute  authority 
Kirk-feflions  and  Preibyteries,  as  well  as  provin 
al  Synods,  and  General  Aflemblies,  which  th 
faid  was  the  fettlement  moft  agreeable  to  the  < 
venant,  notwithilanding  of  this  remonftranc6  t 
Houfe  of.  Commons  teftified  their  unwillingni 
to  part  with  their  fpiritual  empire,  by  a  publidt 
A.D.  164^*  duration,  in  April  this  year,  ^'  that  they  cov 
by  no  means  confent  to  the  granting  sin  un 
mited  jurifdiction  to  ten  thoufand  judicttorie 
that  fuch  arbitrary  fway  was  inconfiftent  «i 
^^  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  nation^  and  I 
*'  neceffary  confequence  excluded  the  Parliame 
^^  from  having  any  fharc  in  ecclefiailical  jur 
«  didlion.*' 

Tt 


O  t'    S  C  O  T  L  A  N  D.  389 

This  was  a  bitter  pill  to  the  Scots,  who  with  lettfr 

great  grief  of  Jieart  wrote  to   the  General  Affem--^^^. 

bly  at  JBdiRburgh  in  June,    "  that  they  faw  but 

•*  Utile  hopes  of  fettling  the  Prefbyteiian  difci*. 

"  pline  in  England."     I'he  Aflembly  indeed  was 

yife  enough  to  put  the  bed  glofs  they  could  on 

tius  mortifying,  intelligence,  and  went  on  with  a 

liigh  hand  about  their  own  bufinefs.     For  on  the 

17th  of  June  they  nwde  an  afl,  ordaining  "  all  of 

"  high  or  low  degree  who  had  aflifted  Montrofc, 

"  to  be  cenfured,  by  acknowledging  their  ofifencc 

"  upon  their  knees   firft   before  the  prelbytery, 

^'  and  then  before  the  congregation ;   fufpending 

"  them  in   the   mean  -time  from  the  Lord's  fup- 

"  per,  and  if  ihey  did  not  fatisfy  in  the   forefaid 

**  manner,  to  be  excommunicated."     And  next 

day  they  wrote  a  congratulatory  letter  to  tlie  Eng- 

Kih  Parliament,  telling  them,  "  it  was  a  matter 

"   of  great  refrefliment  to  them,  that  the  enemy 

*'   had  fallen  every  where   before   them,"  at  the 

^tnc  time  magnifying  their  own  condancy  to  the 

Soitmn  League^  and  exhorting  the  two  houfes  to 

the  like.     Yet  under  all  this  mafk  of  complaifance 

It  is  moie  than  probable  that,  had  matters  con« 

tinned  with  the  King  as  they  were  the    preceding 

Ear,  this  material  difference  in  difcipline  would 
ve  produced  an  open  rupture,  and  disjointed 
the  two  great  limbs  of  the  covenant  from  one  an- 
other. But  now  that  his  Majefty  had  thrown 
&e  weight  of  his  perfon  into  the  Scotch  fcale, 
which  it  is  generally  thought  he  had  been  artful- 
ly decoyed  into  by  the  French  envoy  Montreville, 
at  the  inftigation  of  the  Scots  agents,  the  Englifli 
Parliament  faw  it  neceffary  to  be  more  compliant 
than  otherwife  they  would  have  been.  Accord- 
^S'y  they  now  gave  out  an  ordinance,  "  for  the 

"  prefent 


m 
m 


puDiiinca,  ••  ^..criam  conn 
*'  agreed  upon  June  19th 
*'  Prefbyterian  governmei 
^^  ing  to  the  late  ordinanc 
This  timely  condefceni 
ening  breach :  And  both  1 
in  reviving  their  old  dei 
that  he  ^'  Ihould  take  tl 
^  their  ads,  and  abolilh  j 
^  as  he  had  done  in  S< 
equally  unreafonable  proj: 
ilate,  to  the  number  of 
left  him  neither  confcieno 
The  Scots  AfTembly  had 
Minifters,  Douglas,  Can* 
Guthry,  the  moil  uncivil 
to  Newcaille,  to  affift  in  r 
But  the  main  ftrefs  of  c 
ivas  laid  on  their  princip: 
\17ho  was  difpatched  from 
as  the  only  man  capable 
a  compliance  with  the  t^ 
troverfy  was  begun  about 
and  by  mutual  confent,  ^ 
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was  very  fully  difcuiTed,  and  by  the  King's  man-  li 
atx  of  writing,  one  would  think  that  he  had  been  XLVIII, 
in  one  of  his  royal  palaces   among  his  books, ' 
and  in  the  midft  of  his  chaplains,  difputing  at 
his  eafe,  with  all  the  weight  of  perfonal  charac- 
ter in  his  favour.    But  when  we  remember  what 
a  melancholy  fituation  he  was  in,  little  better  than 
a  pifoner,  among  people  whom   he    could  not^ 
tiuft,  diftreiTed  in  his  mind  about  the  perplexities 
offtate,  and  harafTed  in    his  confcience  about 
^t  he  thought  important  points  of  religion, 
^>nthout    books    and  divines  to  direft  and  ailift 
kim  ;.  and  when  we  obferve  too,  from  the  feveral 
^es,  how  much  readier  he  is  in  his  defences, 
^u9a  Henderfon  in  his  attacks,  we  cannot  but 
admire  the  temper  and  penetration  of  the  arguer, 
^atcvcr  force  we  may  allow  to  the  argument. 

Mr.  Henderfon  did  not  long  furvive  this  ho- 
pourable,  but  unfuccefsfiil  employment,  and  it 
18  laid,  that  on  his  death  bed,  before  four  of 
^e  brethren  who  had  come  to  fee  him,  he  deep- 
V  regretted  the  part  he  had  adbed  in  the  public 
Commotions ;  "  Taking  God  to  witnefs,  that  he 
propofed  nothing  when  he  began,  but  the  fe- 

^|vtn  in  on  the  2  ad,  and  Henderfon's  on  the  fecond  of  July. 
^^'next  day  the  King  wrote  a  4th  paper,  and  a  £fdi  on  the  6ch, 
^f4  on  the  16th  of  July  the  debate  was  dofcd  wkh  this  judi* 
^'^kis  declaration  by  the  King,  that,   **  altho'  he  nercr  efteemcd 

any  aathority  equal  to  the  fcriptures,  yec  he  believes  the  unani- 
**  moos  confent  of  tlie  fathers  and  the  univerfal  pradHcc  of  the 
**  primidve  church,  the  beft  and  mod  authentic  interpreters 
^  of  God's  word,  and  confequendy  the  bed  qualified  judges  be- 
*^  tween  himlcif  and  his  antagoniil :  As  for  example,  he  fays, 
*|   1  beHere  you  Mr.     Henderfon  to  be  at  prelent  the  befl 

preacher  in  NewcaiUe,  yet  I  beh'eve  you  may  err,  and  a  bct- 


ter  preacher  may  cpme :    But  till  then  I  muft  retain  my  opi- 


IKfU" 
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f.FTTEn  "  curiry  o£  religion  and.  the  kirk,  in  oppofitioi 
^^^^';  **  .10  Popery,  which,  he  was  made  to  beliere 
**  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  King's  defigns,  bu 
*'  now  he  was  fenfible  all  his  fears  were  ground 
"  lefs :  He  had  corivcrfed  frequently  with  tli 
^^  King,  and  was  fully  fatisfied  that-  he  was  s 
^^  fincere  a  Proteftant  as  was  in  all  his  don 
••  nions :  For  which  reafon  he  gave  them  h- 
^^  advice,  as  from  a  dying  man,  that  they  (houl 
"  break  off  in  time,  for  they  had  all  gorte  tc 
*'  far  already,  and  nothing  now  was  fo  props 
*'  for  them  as  to  retreat  and  return  to  the 
**  duty  to  his  Majefty,  who  was   the  laoft  leara 

V  ed,  thle  mod  candid  and  confcientious,  the  ntv 
**  religions,  and  every  way   the  beft  King  thj 

V  ever  did  fit  upon  a  throne  in^  JSritain.  R^ 
^^ .  peating^  it  again  to  one  of  the  brethren,  whm 
^^  not  relifhing  fuch  difcourfe,  would  have  hm 
^  it  pals  as  the  ravings .  of  a  man  in  a  hi; 
**  fever,  that  he  was  not  raving,  but  had  t 
**  ufe  of  his  reafon  as  much  as  ever,  and  ther^ 
"  fore  defined  them,  in  the  name  of  God,  tob« 
**  =lie\'e  that  what  he  fpake,  was  from  his  hear 
^^  and  with  all  the  fmceritv  and  ferioufiieis  ths 
"  became  a  dying  perfon;  * 

•  This,  account,  fo  Irighly  in  the  King's  farour,  and  upon  tfc 
main,  no  way  reflefting'on  Mr.  HendcrfoD's  memory,  the  a« 
thor  of  **  The  Cyprianic  age**  tells  us  he  had  from  one  of  tfc 
four,  TL  Mr.  Robei  t  Frecbairn,  who  was  afterwards  xninifter  ^ 
Gafk  and  Archdeacon  of  DimbFain,  and  tho'  coming  thro*  fnC 
hands,  it  may  apj;ear  fufpicious  to  fome  who  will  not  beliec 
any  good  thing  of  this  injured  prince,  yet  that  it  was  no  lai 
invention  of  the  narrator^s  -o^'n  head,  we  may  rationally  coc 
dude  from  this  confidcration,  that  the  Englifli  Dr.  Hcylid 
who  died  within  15  years  after  Mr.  Henderfon,  in  thecondu 
fion  of  his  **  Aeiios  redivivus,"  which  he  wrote  during  thefi 
troubles,  metitions  the  ilory  as  current  even  then^  **  tiui  Mr 

Upoi 
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Jpon  the  finiihing  of  Hcnderfon's  undertake  lkttsii 

>  without  any  impreffion  on  the  King,  ^he^^;;^^' 
;iifh  Commiflioners  declined  any  further  rea- 
Dg,  and  peremptorily  demanded  his  ultimate 
rer  to  their  propofinons.  But  thefe  were  fo 
)nfcionably  extravagant,  that  he  could  give 
1  no   fatisfaction :  So  on   the  2d  of  Augufl: 

left  Newcaftle,  and  returned  to  London,  to 
i  new  refolutions,  and  effed  by  force,  what 

could  not  obtain  by  treaty.  The  Scots 
imiffioners   had  been  rn'oft  earneftly  preffing 

him  likewife  to  grant  the  Englifh  demands,, 
ever  hard  and  fevere,  and  the  Chancellor 
Ion  had  the  afTurance  to  tell  him,  ^^  That 
e  confequence  of  his  anfwer  was  no  Ief& 
an  the  ruin  or  prefervation  of  bis  crown 
\d  kingdom  :  That  the  Parliament  ot  England 
as  carrying  all  before  them :  That  they  nei-^ 
cr  defired  himfelf,  nor  any  of  his  race,  longer 

>  reign  over  them :  That  if  he  refufed  his 
mfent,  he  would  lofe  all  his  friends  every 
here,  and  all  England  would  join  as  one  man^ 
•  depofe  him,  and  fet  up  another  govem-> 
lent,  fo  that  both  kingdoms  would  agree^ 
vr  tbdr  mutual  fafety,  to  iettle  religion  and 
sace  without  him,  to  the  ruin  of  his  perfoa 
id  pofterity  :'*  And  concluded  with  this  rough, 
aration,  *'  That  if  he  left  England,  he  would 
otbe  admitted  to  come  and  reign  in  Scotland.** 
all  this  bullying  the  King  replied,  with  great 
X  and  magnanimity,  '^  That  no  condition 
hey  could  reduce  him  to,  could  be  half  fo 
aiferable    and    grievous    to  him,    as   that  to 

Icoderfbn  di^d  a  convert,  frequently  extolling  thofc  great 
bOiries  which,  when  it  was  too  late,  he  had  found  in  his 
fajcfty." 

:  Vol.  IL  3D  "  which 
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■not  but  prefent  to 
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toUed  by  the  hifto 

■nd  fat  down,  he ; 
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of  the  two  Houfes, 
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"  of  the  King  in  ti 
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ofing  of  their  King's  perfon,  as  they  could  have  letter 
one  about  a  piece  of  contendible  property,  or  ^^'f ^^* 
ftray  that  had  wandered  from  its  former  own- 
r. 

On  the  1 8th  of  Auguft  the  Committee  of 
ilates  and  CommifTion  of  the  kirk  both  con* 
aed,  to  debate  the  queftion,  "  Whether  to 
own  the  King,  or  call  home  the  army  and 
leave  him  to  the  Englifh  V*  and  at  this  firft 
demnt  it  was  concluded  to  fend  nine  Com- 
liffioners  to  him,  to  deal  with  him  to  fign  the 
ngliih  propofitions.  On  the  lOth  of  Septem- 
er  they  returned,  and  gave  in  their  report  to 
te  Committee,  that  his  Majefty  had  refufed  to 
pu  Upon  which,  the  debate  was  refumed, 
id  the  few  who  appeared  for  the  King,  not 
uing  to  mention  his  intereft,  for  fear  of  ma- 
piancy,  pied  from  this  argument,  that  ^^  as 
the  reafon  for  carrying  the  army  into  Eng- 
hnd  at  firft,  was  to  purfue  the  reformation ; 
how  could  they  withdraw  it,  when  that  end 
was  not  yet  obtained?''  But  the  Commiliion 
'  die  kirk  foon  folved  this  difficulty,  and  de- 
«d  the  Committee  not  to  delay  the  calling 
mie  of  the  army  on  any  account  of  reforma- 
m;  becaufe,  fay  they,  ^^  we  cannot  force  mens 
confciences  1"  Forgetting,  like  true  time-fervers» 
or  own  dodrine  and  pradice  fome  years  ago, 
hen  they  forced  people  to  fwear  and  fubfcnbe 
or  Covenants  againft  confcience  and  inclinar 
m  both. 

However,  the  decifion  of  the  queftion  was  again 
ipended,  till  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament  on 
te  3d  of  November.  At  their  firft  fitting  down, 
tejr  were  immediately  faluted  with  a  remon- 
^e  from  the  Commiliion  of  the  kirk,  conv- 

3  D  2  plaining 
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i:ettftj  plaining  of  the  Committee  of  Eftates  for  lai 
XLVi;l  fying  the  agreement  with  Montrofe  and  hisfc 
lower?,  being  all  excommunicated  perfons,  at 
exclaiming  bitterly  againft  the  King's  adherem 
lo  Prelacy,  and  of  the  danger  religion  was  ii 
from  the  malignants  fetting  up  their  heads  aj^i 
This  early  appearance  of  zeal  was  no  good  omei 
in  the  King's  favour.  And  when  they  were  con 
fulted  by  the  Parliament,  "  Whether,  if  the  Kln| 
*'  fhould  come  to  this  kingdom,  on  liis  bdni 
"  excluded  out  of  England  for  his  refufing  i 
**  fign  the  propofitions,  it  would  be  lawful  fc 
•*  this  kingdom  to  receive  and  allift  him,"  the 
anfwered,  "  that  in  regard  of  the  engagemeii 
**  of  this  kingdom  by  Covenant  and  treaty, 
•*  was  not  lawful/* 

About  the  middle  of  December,  notice  ^ 
feiit  from  the  agents  at  London,  that  they  ha 
fo  far  agreed  in  their  accounting  with  the  Pa 
liament  of  England,  r.s  to  receive  £.  200,0c 
ilerling  in  hand,  and  the  public  faith  for  as  miK 
more  to  be  paid  at  terms,  ''  provided  the  Sco 
•'  would  retire  their  army,  and  furrendcr  i 
**  King  without  any  conditions  for  him."  JTI 
two  Houfes  had  been  preparing  for  a  baig* 
of  this  kind  :  P'or  in  October  they  had  piB 
an  ordinance  for  abolilhing  the  office  and  ti 
of  -Bifliops,  and  felling  their  lands  to  pay  ti 
public  debts,  and  againft  the  8th  of  Deceml 
they  had  received  the  nioft  of  the  money.  Tl 
inttlli^cnce  was  mcft  cordially  received,  andt 
Commiflion  backed  it  with  a  "  fealbnablc  wa 
•*  ing  to  keep  in  with  the  Parliament  of  E: 
**  land,  and  not  to  own  the  King/*  Yet 
form's  fake,  there  was  a  new  delegation  appd 
td  to  him  on  the  20th  of  December,,  to  requ 

hi 
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him  to   fv^n    the    propcfiticiis,  v. kh  ccrtificaiion  i.f.ttfr 
of  what  would   follow,  it  he  did  not.     On  the  *1^^P^: 
14th  of   January  thefe  delegates  returned  with 
his  'Majefty's  lad  refufah     And  fo  upon  the  i6ch 
of  January    1647,  it  was  concluded  by  a  vail 
inajority  of  the  Houfe,  '^  that  according  to  the 
^  agreement  of   their   Cominiflioncrs,  the  army 
^  mould  retire,  and  the  King  be  left  to  the  £ng* 
^  lifl),  without  any  conditions  for  him,  or  this  na- 
"  don's  intcreft  in   him."     This  fliamcful   ad, 
againft  which    there  appeared  only  fix    of  the 
Nobility,  four  Barons,  and  three  Burgeflfes,  be^^ 
ing  immediately  fent  up  to  the  Commiflioners  at 
Loadon,  the   ftipulated  money  was   without  delay 
paid  to  the  Commifl'arv  General  of  the  Scots  at 
Newcaftle,  having  been  fent  oiT  from  London  to 
York  on  the  i6ih  of  December,  in  thirty  fixcartsl 
On  the  3d  of  February,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
who  had  received  the   King,  took  his  departure 
with  him,  and  by  eafy  journeys  brought  him  un- 
^CT  a  fure    convoy,  on  the   i6th,  to  Holmby- 
lK)ufe,  one  of  his  own  caftles  in  Northampton- 
Aire,  which  the  Parliament  had  deftined  for  liTs 
lodging.     The   Scots   army  with    their  treafure 
Jrft  Newcaftle  on  the  laft  day  of  Januan-,  and 
•^  the    II  th  of  February  their  rear  crofled  the 
Tweed    at  Kelfo,  where  fix  regiments  of  horfe 
^ere  difbanded,   after   having  been  fworn  to  be 
^Ue   and    faithful    to  the  Covenant  and  caufe 
^  both  kingdoms. 

This  difgraceful  tranfadion  will  admit  of  no 
apology,  and  mull  itand  on  record  as  a  lading 
Monument  of  the  abominable  principles  of  thofe 
concerned  in  it.  However,  the  Englifh  Parlla- 
'^ent  did  not  long  enjoy  the  pleafure,  which 
^'^^  had  fo  dearly  purchafed,  of  having  their 

Sovereign 
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LETTKR  Sovereign  under  their  command*    For  on  th^ 
^^^^^^•4th  of  June,  their  army,  which  Cromwell  hacS 
'  ^        by  this  time    taught    to   fet  up    for  itfelf,  feik.4 
Cornet  Joyce  with  500  horfe  to  Holmby,  wb^: 
carried  off  the  King,  and  brought  him  to  tke 
camp  at  Newmarket.     The  news  of  this  alarmed 
the  Covenanters  in  Scotland,    and   made  them 
begin  to  think  what  would  be  the  iflue  of  thefe 
ftrange  revolutions.     Yet  they  went  on  with  iheir 
judicatories,  both  civil  and  ecclefiafticai,  and  ex-  . 
ercifed  their  authority  as  if  there   had  been  no 
diforder   nor  confufion  in  the  ifland.     The  Ge- 
neral Affembly  met  on  the  3d   of  Augud,  and 
on   the  20th   direded  a  brotherly  exhortation  to 
their  brethren  in  England,   "  that  they  may  girc 
•*  a  teftimony  to  the  truth  of  God,  and  to  the 
**  kingdom  of  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift,  fo  much  re- 
•*  (ifted  and   oppofed,   and  bcfeeching   them,  ^ 
**  ambaffadors  for  Chrift,  to  put  the  two  HoufeSi 
^'  and  all  that  have  taken  the  Covenant,  in  nun^ 
*'  not   to   fuffer  themfelves,  directly  nor  indircft- 
**  ly,  to  be  drawn  from  it  to  any   fmful  co^ 
^  pliance,    or  making  peace,  till  Pre(bytery  ^ 
•'  fettled,   and  Prelacy   aboliflied/'     And  indc^ 
there  was  •  need  at  this   time  for  all  this  ferV^^ 
cy  and    zeal  :    For  two  of    their  countrym^^ 
BailHe  and  Gillefpie,  who  had    been   memb^ 
of  the  fynod  at   Weftminfter,   laid  before  th^ 
a  copy   of  the    Prolocutor  Twiffe's    fpeech, 
their  taking   leave  of  the  fynod  :  In  which, 
remove  the  fulpicion  which   it    feems   Gillefp^ 
had  hinted  of  the   fynod's  defedion,  Twiffc  0 
ments   "  the  bad  obfervance   of  the  Diredkor^ 
"  the   Affembly's  want  of  power  to  cenfure  c^ 
^^  fenders,  and   that   the  Lord  was  pleafed  &x0 
^^  to  exercile  them  with   many  wrcftlings :    }0 

"  confefle^-i 
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confefles  their  aflFairs  to  be  much  embarraiTed,  letter 
and  in  a  kind  of  chaos  at  prefent:  In  the^^^^^^; 
end,  he  puts  them  in  mind  of  the  reflraint 
the  fynod  lies  under  from  the  Parliament, 
and  that  this  is  no  proper  jundure  to  apply 
for  relief,  it  being  a  time  of  general  dark- 
ncfs  and  fad    apprehenfions/'     The  meaning 

all  which  feems    to  be,   that  he    feared  the 
dependents    would    prevail   againft  them,   and 
ill  their  darling  fcheme  of  Prefbytery  to  pieces, 
lich  happened  accordingly. 
At  the  fame  time  Gillelpie  produced  the  Con- 
fion  of  Faiih,  Catechifm   and  Direftory  lately 
■awn  up  by  the  fynod,  all  which  this  Affembly 
)proved,  and  ordered  to  be  made  ufe  of.     This 
oiifeffion,  fo  well  known  by  the  name  of  the 
^eftminjler  Confejfton  of  Faitb^  had  been  at  firft 
work  of  chance,  and  not  originally  intended 
I  its  prefent  form.     The  two    houfes    had  laft 
sw  ordered  their  fynod   to  examine  and  re£ti- 
'  the  Thirty   Nine  Articles    of  the  Church  of 
ngland,  in  obedience  to  which  order  thefe  di- 
incs  had   reviewed  the  firft  fourteen,  and  alter- 
1  them  to  a  tolerable  conformity  with  their  own 
otions.     But  finding  the  reft  to  be  too  ftub- 
im  for  their  purpofe,  they  gave  over  the  mend- 
g  bufinefs,  and  thought  it  more  convenient  to 
ake  a  new  confeflion,  than  reconcile  the  old 
le.    In  this  performance  it  is  obfervable,  that 
or  pretenfions  to   eccleiiaftioal    authority  fall 
iich  (hort  of  the  claim  which  was  then  fet  up 

Scotland.     They  yield  to  the  civil  magiftrate 

power  of  convening  Church-afTemblies,  and 
perintending  their  proceedings  :  And  as  to 
e  independence  of  the  church,  the  divine  right 

the  ptefbyteries,  and  the  fettioj  Chrift  upon 

his 
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LTTTTEi^  his  throne,  which  \*as  the  comnlon  ftyle  of  tl 
^^^^  ^;  times,  they  are  ahogether  filent.  It  would  f< 
they  had  felt  the  pulfe  of  the  two.  Hpufel,  i 
found  it  beat  too  high  for  fuch  a  regimen 
This  Confeflionj  tho'  thus  imp^rfecWy  drai 
-was  ofiered  by  way  of  "  humble  advice  to  i 
*'  Lords  and  Commons*'  for  thp  fanftion  of 
ordinance,  to  make  it  pafs  for  the  doQiinc 
the  Church  of  England :  And  then  they  bro 
down  the  contents  of  it  into  a  Catechifro>  i 
fpreading  it  the  more  readily  among  the  peopi 
But  finding  this  firfl  draught  to  be  too  bul 
for  fchools,  or  common  ufe,  they  contraded 
into  an  abridgement  called  the  Leffer  CaUcH 
which  .has  been  ufed  in  Scotland  ever  fince^ 
Tho'  even  in  this  abridged  ftate,  it  has  more  I 
appearance  of  a  fyftem  of  divinity  for  ftudem 
than  of  a  catechifin  adapted  either  to  the  tt 
iriory  or  underftanding  of  children. 

The  Aflembly  too,  before  they  rofe,  appoint 
a  fafl:  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  aiGgned 
veral  reafons  for  fuch  a  national  humiliadoi 
*'  That  notwithftanding  their  folemn  engagexncn 
^'  a  multitude  of*  fins  abounded  in  the  las 
**  That  religion  and  civil  government  was  in  di 
•'  gcr,  from  the  prevalency  of  the  fe£tariel 
**  England :  That  there  was  a  fearful  defedi 
*'  every  where  from  the  Covenant :  That  i 
•'  good  people  in  England,  who  are  zealous 
the  work  of  God,  are  miferably  opprefled 
thofe,  who  under  pretence  of  liberty,  are  ai 
*'  ing  at  no  lefo  than  tyranny  and  arbitrary  pow 
•*  And  therefore,  the  people  are  to  be  inftru^ 
**  to  pray,  that  God  would  preferve  the  K 
**  fram  further  fnares,  and  bow  his  heart  to 
**  obedience  of  his   will,  in  all  things  that  c 


CC 

cc 


OF    SCOTLAND.       '         401 

*  ccm  religion  and  righteoufnefs."  Such  was  LETTEit 
Acir  method  of  praying  for  the  King,  not  as  XLVIII. 
a  King,  for  the  prefervation  of  his  facred  perlbn 
and  royal  authority,  both  which  they  had  al- 
nady  contributed  to  ruin,  but  as  a  dignified  tool 
fcr  them  and  their  brethren  to  work  with,  for 
Ae  full  and  complete  accomplifhment  of  their 
iTouritc  plan,  which  feftaries  were  laying  *  fnares* 
D  countermine  and  defeat.  The  prefent  pofture 
if  affairs  in  England  filled  their  minds  with  fad 
ipprehenflons,  and  gave  them  fufficient  ground 
or  ihefe  grievous  complaints.  For  when  the  PreC- 
ytcriin  branch  of  the  Covenant  there  had  dif- 
bled  the  King  in  the  field,  and  got  his  perfon 
ato  their  cuftody,  when  they  had  battered  down 
lie  church,  expelled  the  regular  clergy,  and  now 
liou?ht  of  nothing  lefs  than  dividing  the  fpoil 
Hiich  they  had  rapaciouily  torn,  both  from  the 
wwn  and  the  church,  they  faw  themfelves  fadly 
i&ppointed,  and  the  prey  which  they  had  fet 
1^  hearts  upon,  violently  wrefted  from  their 
aads  by  their  covenanted  brethren  the  Ind&« 
codents. 

Under  the  fenfe  of  this  heavy  difappointment, 
iic  firft  thing  which  gave  them  any  relief,  was 
^  King's  ei'cape  from  the  army  on  the  1 1  th  of 
Iwember,  and  getting  fafe  to  the  ifle  of  Wight, 
^iere  Hammond  the  Governor  perfidioufly  de- 
nned him,  and  fent  notice  to  the  Pariia  nent 
fwhat  had  happened.  This  fudden  turn,  which 
^cms  to  have  been  the  refult  of  a  new  plot,  fet 
te  Prelbyterians  upcm  their  legs  again,  and  both 
Q|;liih  and  Scots  fell  to  work  once  more  with 
^r  artful  applications  and  bold  demands  upon 
cir  ftill  dillreiled  Sovereign.  The  Scots,  on 
^ring  the  agreeable  news,  fent  the  Earls  of  Lou- 
VoL  II.  3  E  dou 
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LETTER  don  and  Lanerlf ,  to  concur  with  Lord  Maithnd  ^ 
XLVIII-  now  become  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  in  taking  car^ 
of  their  national  intereft^,  and  to  bring  the  Kin^ 
over  to  their  fide.     With  this  view,  they  now  rc*^ 
prefented  to  him,  that  if  he  agreed  to  the  four 
articles  which   the   Englifh   parliament  propofed 
for  entering  into  a  perfonal  treaty  with  him,  it 
would  be  granting  more  than  was  fit  or  juft ;  and 
would  be  an  entire  refignation  of  his  regal  au- 
thority, rather  than  which  they   faid,    '*  it  were 
"  better  for  him   to  make  fome  farther  ftcps  in 
"  giving  Scotland  full   contentment  anent  their 
^'reformation,  in  which  cafe  they  would  under- 
'take  die  whole  kingdom  fhould  engage  for  his 
**  reftoration/* 

Upon  thefe   aiTurances,  repeated  again  and  i- 
gain  with   mofl;  folemn  protedations,   the  King 
was  perfuaded,    on   the  15th  of  January  16489 
to  agree  to  all  their  demands,  and  they  folemnly 
engaged  that  all  Scotland  (hould  unite  and  take 
arms   for    his   re-eflablifhment    with    honour.— 
Matters  being  thus  tranfadted  with  the  Scots,  Ac 
King  called  for   the  EngUfti  commiflioners,  and 
difmilTed  them  with  a  final  negative  to  their  four 
propofitions :    Which  fo  incenfed  the  two  Houfes* 
that  they  broke  out  into  the   mofl  virulent  laft" 
guage  againft  him,  and  paffed  an  ad;  declarioS 
it  treafon   "  to  hold  any  further  correfpondenc* 
**  with  the  King,  or  make  any  more  addrefles  ^ 
**  him  without  their  leave,**  and  at  the  fame  tiK* 
they  fent  a  peremptory  order  to   Hanmiond,  ^ 
ihut  him  up  in  clofe  confinement,  which  was  a^ 
flantly   obeyed.     The  Scots  agents,  on  their  r«* 
turn,  gave  in  their  report  to  the  committee  ^^ 
eftates,  who  were  well  enough   pleafed  with  i^^ 
But  the  coxnmifliQu  of  the  kirk  began  to  grumt^^ 
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e  King's  conceifions  as  not  fatisfa^ory,  and  letter 
id  the  committee  to  take  care  that  religion  ^^^^^* 
led  no  damage.  On  the  2d  of  Mardi  the 
ment  fat  down,  and  on  the  25tb  the  com- 
Q  fent  fix  minifters  and  three  ruling  elders 
a  paper  of  eight  articles,  remonftrating  a- 
the  King's  conceilions,  and  proteding  that 
might  be  no  fuch  grounds  of  war  as  to 
the  covenanied  union  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
Lfoblige  the  Prefbyterians  of  England. 
18  the  contention  was  begun,  and  a  conti- 
train  of  altercations  and  oppofition  carried 
the  kirk,  till  the  3d  of  May,  when  the  Par- 
it  appointed  a  levy  of  30,000  foot  and  6000 
and  foon  after  declared  Duke  Hamilton 
ander  in  chief,  againd  all  which  the  com* 
a  Iblemniy  proteited,  and  fent  copies  of 
proteitatioii  to  all  the  preibyteries,  with  (Irid: 
I  to  keep  a  public  fad  on  the  lall  Sabbath 
y  againit  that  courfe.  The  chancellor  Lou- 
iio*  he  was  one  of  the  three  who  brought 
ing  into  the  prefent  fnare,  thought  proper 
ak  off  from  his  engagements,  and  not  only 
.  the  violent  party,  but  even,  to  teftify  his 
fobmitted  to  do  penance  in  the  high*church 
inburgh  for  his  Unful  compliance  with  thefe 
fid  doings.  The  Marquis  of  Argyle,  the 
of  Eglinton,  Caliilis  and  Lothian,  the  Lords 
uiiio  and  Burleigh,  with  many  others,  ap* 
1  adive  againd,  and  did  what  they  could 
ptefs  the  Parliamentary  levies.  The  Gene-r 
Jiembiy  met  at  Edinburgh  on  the  12  th  of 
and  on  the  24th  emitted  a  declaration, 
t  there  is  no  pollibility  of  fecuring  religion, 
\m  engagement  fur  the  King  be  carried  on ; 
C  his  conceifions  are  not  fufficient,  and  that 

3  E  2  ^  before 
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LfiTTER  "  before  he  be  afllfted,  he  muft  give  aiTunri 
XLVni-"  under  his  hand  and  great  feal,  to  fettle  religi 
''  in  all  his  dominions  according  to  the  S^ 
"  League  and  Covenant.**  To  ftrengthen  4i 
declaration,  they  make  an  aft  on  the  28  th  agaii 
the  forefaid  afts  of  Parliament  and  committee,  ai 
againit  all  oaths  and  bonds  in  the  common  cairf 
impofcd  without  confent  of  the  kirk :  And  t 
the  laft  of  July  they  remonftraie  againft  the  ft 
fulnefs  of  the  Engagement  as  being  a  notorioi 
breach  of  the  covenant  in  all  the  fix  articles  U 
it,  and  therefore  they  charge  all  to  be  nowa 
acceflbry  to  it,  "  as  they  would  efchew  the  wral 
*'  of  God,  and  efcape  the  cenfures  of  the  kiit 
To  thefe  declarations  of  the  Affembly  the  Con 
mittee  made  anfwer  in  a  long  letter,  proving  du 
It  was  their  bounden  duty  commanded  by  Got 
to  affift  and  deliver  their  King  out  of  captivir 
and  requiring  the  Minifters  every  where  to  ftir « 
the  people  by  their  prayers  and  preachings,  ai 
by  every  other  means  of  their  calling,  to  oh 
the  public  orders  for  this  bufinefs.  But  the  ^ 
fembly  continued  obftinate  in  their  reloludoo 
and  on  the  2d  of  Auguft  they  fupplicated  tl 
Committee  to  forbear  that  undertaking,  **asb 
•'  ing  a  fnare  to  mens  confciences,  to  invol 
**  them  in  guiltineis,  and  to  withdraw  them  fro 
*'  their  former  principles  and  vows  in  the  S 
••  lemn  league."  Yea,  they  had  the  aflurafl 
at  laft  to  prefent  an  addreis  to  the  King  himl 
on  the  fubjeft,  in  which  among  other  bafe 
fults,  they  tell  him,  '^  that  in  all  that  had 
*^  fallen  him,  it  would  be  his  wifdom  to  n 
**  the  right  hand  of  the  Lord  writing  bit 
^'  things  againfl  him,  as  for  all  his  provocatio 
**  fo    efpecially  for    refifting    his    work  of  i 

**  Covena 
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**  Covenant,  and  fhedding  the  blood  of .  God's  letttr 

**  people,  for  which  it  was  high   time  to  repent :  ^^^\ 

"  That  if   he  had   hearkened  to   their  counfels 

"  anent  their  League  and  Covenant,    he  might 

'  have  been  fitting  in  peace  in   his  own  houfe : 

That  if  he  will  yet  hearken,  he  may   yet  be 

reftored,  tho'  they  are  afraid  their  counfels  now 

will  be  in  vain  and  without  fuccefs,  becaufe 

trf  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  who  bring- 

eth  down  the  mighty  from  his  throne  :  But 

they   ihall  mourn  in  fecret  for  it/*  This  lan- 

Bage  needs   no  comment,  and  plainly  fhews  -the 

^K)(itions  of  thefe  men,   and  what  infamous  li-- 

enies  they  took  with  that  ambiguous  Covenant* 

ath  of  their  own   devifmg. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  of  all  this  oppofition  from 
lie  kirk,  the  army  was  raifed  as  propofed,  and 
Q  the  8th  of  July  began  theii  march  to  Eng- 
ind;  but  upon  the  i8th  of  Augufl  they  were 
net  by  Cromwell  and  Lambert,  with  all  the 
iarce  of  the  Englifti  army,  near  Prefton  in  Lan- 
adbire,  and  utterly  routed  with  a  prodigious 
lai^ter.  The  Duke  was  taken  in  his  flight, 
nd  fent  prifoner  to  Windfor  Caftle,  where,  in 
*  few  days,  he  got  a  number  of  fellow- lodgers 
fWi  other  parts  of  England  for  the  fame  caufe*. 
W  now  the  Scottiih  malecontents  had  full  fcope, 
rith  the  Chancellor  Loudon  at  their  head,  to 
ntak  their  refentment  on  all  thofe  who  had  fhewa 
■y  fign  of  favouring  the  Unlawful  Engagement^ 
I  it  was  now  called.  Cromwell  after  his  vidory 
larched  a  part  of  his  conquering  troops  as  far  as 
^finburgh,  but  was  foon  called  back  to  London 
y  a  new  treaty  between  the  King  and  the  Par^ 
^ent,  which  was  begun  at  Newport  in  the 
ie  of  Wight  on  the  15th  of  September,  but  to 

as 
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i^ETTER  as  little  purpofe  as  any  of  the  former.    For  tiLc 
^L^lll'two  Houfes,  tho'    not  a  little   humbled   by  th« 
overbearing  infolence  of  Cromwell  and   his  mill* 
tary  partizans,  were   yet  as  iliflf  and  fuperciUoui 
as  ever,  and  would  not  allow  the  King's  diviaei' 
and  other    aiEftants  to  be  prefent  in  the  room 
when  their  Commiilioners    were    debating  aof 
point  with  him«     And  thefe  Commiflioners  were* 
fo  rude  and  boiflerous,  that  two  of  them,  told  . 
him  with  great  bitternefs,  that,  unlefs  he  took  thfr' 
Covenant,  and   confented  to  the  utter  aboliihing 
of  Epifcopacy,  he  would  certainly   be    damnd* 
Under  all  thefe  buffetings,  his  Majefty  ftood  finil 
and  unihaken  as  a  rock.  The  inward  regret  vhidi 
he  felt  in  his  mind,  and  fo  pathetically  expred 
fes   in  his    meditations,    for  the    concdTions  a^ 
gainft  Epifcopacy  in  Scotland,  which  had  beett 
by  force  or  fraud  extorted  from  him,  had  fudi 
an  eflfed   upon  him  now,  that  tho'  he  was  wil- 
ling to  admit  certain  regulations  and  limitatiooi 
of  the  exercife  of  the  temporal  power  which  had 
long  been  annexed  to  the  Epiicopal  order,  iio 
was  inflexibly   determined  not  to   give  thcbooi 
tion  of  his  name  or  authority  to  the  total  abo& 
tion  of  the  order  itfelf,  which  they  had  alreadyt 
as  hi  as  they  could,  laid  afide  without  him-*^ 
3o  the  treaty  was  fpun  out,  without  any  profc 
pe&  of  accommodation,   till  the  2otfa  of  Novefli^ 
ber,  when  Cromwell  having  got  to  London,  {V* 
a  final  (top  to  it,  by  the  ufual  terror  of  a  f^ 
monftrance  from  the  army.     On  the  30th,  tb* 
Sing    was  taken  from  Colonel  Hammond,  $fi^ 
GUTied  to  Hard  Caftle,  by  an  order  of  a  coU^ 
oil  of  officers,   and   on    the  23d  of  Decemb^ 
was  removed  to  Windfor,  where  Duke  Hamiit^ 
was  permitted  to  wait  on  him.    And  now  a  ^ 

lenc: 
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aft  was  held  at  Weftminfter,  to  feek  the  LETrsR 
and  beg  his  direftion  in  their  future  pro-  ^^XP^^ 
5s  againft  the  King  :  On  which  occafion        "" 
x>ininable  buflfoon  Hugh  Peters,  their  chap- 
3ld  the  audience,  that,  "  upon  a  ftri£l:  fcru- 
,    he  had  found  there   were  in  the  army 

thoufand  faints,  no  lefs  holy  than  thofe 
I  now  converfed  in  heaven  with  God  Al- 
hty  :"  And  kneeling  down,  begged,  in  the 
of  the  people  of  England,  "  that  juftice 
ht  be  executed  on  that  great  Barabbas  at 
idfor." 

this  time  there  were  Scots  agents  at  Lon- 
le  Earl  of  Lothian  and  Mr.  Robert  Blair,  to 
tp  an  hypocritical  appearance  of  mediation, 
anfmit  proper  intelligence  to  their  con(li<> 
On  the  4th  of  January  1649,  21  fort  of 
nent  fat  down  at  Edinburgh,  and  ordered 

to    be   kept  on  the  loth,   the   refult  of 

was  an  aft  for  purging  of  judicatories, 
ng,  that  maiignants  fhould  be  divided  into 
Is^es,  the  firft  to  be  fecluded  from  all  pub- 
ices  during  life,  the  fecond  for  ten  years, 
ird  for  five,  and  the  fourth  till  the  next 
I  of  Parliament.  With  refpeft  to  the  King's 
us,  which,  it  might  have  been  thought, 
h  a  crifis,  deferved  their  attention,  they 
fcnt  inftruftions  to  their  agents,  "  that 
J  fliouid  not  debate  the  queftion  about  the 
ig^s  life,  but  only  labour  for  a  delay,  and 
t  they  (hould  in  no  cafe  fay  or  db  any 
ig  that  might  occafion  a  national  quarrel/' 
dingly  the  agents  addreffed  the  Commons^ 
ad  now  excluded  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 

all  the  power  into  their  own  hands,  that 
vould  not  proceed  to  try  and  fentence  the 

King, 
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j.RTTER  King,  till  the  advice  of  the  Scottifti  nation  ^ 
XLVIII.  fijft  had  upon  it.  The  Prefbyterian  Minifters  t 
'  ^  in  and  about  London,  drew  up  a  fpirited 
monftrance  againft  what  they  (aw  in  agitaric 
direded  to  the  Lord  General  Fairfax,  and  figni 
by  forty  feven  of  them,  on  the  i8th  of  Januar 
But  all  this  interpofition  was  too  late  :  Fori) 
Majefty's  fate  was  now  determined.  The  mod 
trial  began  on  the  20th,  and  was  finiflied  ( 
the  27th.  It  is  not  for  a  pen  like  mine  to  2 
tempt  a  defcription  of  this  unparalelled  fee 
of  brutality  on  the  one  hand,  and  magnaniim 
on  the  other.  I  fliall  therefore  make  ufe  of  tl 
fimple,  but  pathetic  narration  of  Bifhop  Guthi 
who  was  alive  at  the  time,  and  clofes  his  N 
moirs  with  it ;  "  The  next  news  we  had,  m 
*'  concerning  his  Majefty*s  arraignment,  ho 
*'  being  feveral  times  brought  from  St.  Jamc 
**  before  that  committee  in  the  Painted  Cha 
**  ber  at  Weftminfter,  he  did  ftill  except  agaii 
•*  the  authority  of  the  court:  Yet,  upon  t 
•*  27th  day  of  January,  was  he  fentenced 
*'  them,  to  be,  upon  Tuefday  the  30th,  behcs 
•'  ed  before  the  gate  of  Whitehall  :  Which  ^ 
**  accordingly  performed  ;  and  being  dead,  1 
"  faithful  coufm,  James  Duke  of  Lenox,  h 
**  the  permifEon  to  convey  the  royal  body 
**  Windfor  Chapel,  where  it  was  interred.  I 
^'  ended  the  bell  of  Princes,  being  cut  oflF 
^  the  midft  of  his  age  by  the  barbarous  han 
**  of  unnatural  fubjefts.*' 

The  charafter  of  this  unfortunate  Monar* 
has  been  drawn  by  many  an  able  hand.  I  Ik 
content  myfelf  with  giving  that  admirable  abrid 
ment  of  it  by  the  noble  hiftorian  ClaTendo 
who  knew  bim  well,  and  was  a  good  judge 

'    *  inci 
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iBen,  "  that  he  was  the  worthieft  gentleman,  the  letter 
**  beft  mafter,  the  beft  friend,  the  beft  hulband,  ^iXIII 
"  the  beft  father,  and  the  beft  cbriftian  that  the 
"  age  in  which  he  lived  produced.  * 

I  am,  &c. 

*  If  any  thing  could  be  added  to  this  comprehenfive  defcnp- 
tfon,  it  might  be  (aid,  "  and  the  beft  writer  too."  His  Etkon 
B^i&ke^  or  meditations  on  his  own  fufferings,  which  has  been 
clearly  proved  and  is  now  ahnofl  univerfally  acknowledged  ta 
bve  been  his  compofition,  from  the  mafterly  elegance  of  the 
ftyle,  and  the  beautiful  vein  of  mild  but  roajeflic  feriouinefs  that 
ruo5  thro'  the  whole  of  it,  would  warrant  this  addition. 


3F 
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LETTER       XLIX. 


Proceedings  againji  the  Loyalifts The  Mar^ms 

of  Montro/e  betrayed  and  executed An  Armj 

raffed  in  Scot  land  for  the  King Weakened  bj 

ihe  Kirk  J  and  defeated  by  Cromwell Divijm 

among  ihe  Prefbyterians Charles  II.  cram* 

ed  at  Scoon Marches  into  England^  and  bis 

Troops   being    routed  at    Worceller^    efcapes  to 

France^ In/iances   of  CromwelCs  Tyranny  in 

Scotland His  Death ^  and  Confequences  of  it'^ 

Meafures  taken  by  General  Monk  for  a  Reftord^ 
iion>  ■  The  King  proclaimed  at  We/iminjter"-"^ 
He  embarks  for  England^  is  met  by  Monk  at  D(h 
ver^  and  makes  a  magnificent  Entry  into  London* 


AFTER  the  fatal  30th  of  January  16491 
the  triumphant  party  in  England  had  no- 
thing to  fear,  and  could  now,  with  boldnefs,  ex- 
ecute the  fame  wrath  upon  the  fervants  that  they 
had  done  upon  the  mafter  :  For  on  the  9th  of 
March  they  fent  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  after 
his  Sovereign,  in  whofe  fervice  he  had  been  ^ 

vay» 
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TLjt  fo  unlucky,  as  to  be  either  fufpefted  or  LETTEit 
ifappointed.  This  was  uniform  and  felf-confif- <  XLIX* 
at  procedure  in  England,  where  the  Commons 
id,  on  the  7th  of  February,  refolved,  *'  that  the 
office  of  a  King  is  unneceiTary,  burdenfome,  and 
dangerous,  and  ought  to  be  abolifhed."  But 
.  Scotland  the  public  tranfadions  bore  a  very 
rring  and  unaccountable  kind  of  afped,  Im- 
hcdiately  upon  the  news  of  the  King's  murder, 
convention  aflembled  by  wiy  of  a  Parliament, 
i  which  the  Chancellor  Loudon  prefided,  and 
Uch  proclaimed  the  now  King  Charles  11^ 
nd  fent  over  Commiilioners  to  treat  with  him 
t  the  Hague,  where  he  was  refiding.  The  treaty 
ras  foon  concluded,  tho*  under  moft  ungene- 
0U8  and  mortifying  limitations.  For,  taking  ad- 
antage  of  his  reduced  and  dependent  fituation, 
*  well  as  of  his  youth,  for  he  was  then  but  in 
he  19th  year  of  his  age,  they  obliged  him  to  take 
Ijcir  covenant  himfelf,  and  would  allow  none 
0  be  about  him  but  fuch  as  took  it  Ukewife.  Yet, 
Jider  all  this  outward  appearance  of  duty  and  af- 
^on  to  the  royal  family,  they  ftill  retained  their 
Id  rancour  to  the  faithful  friends  of  it :  For  on  the 
oth  of  March,  they  brought  to  the  fcaffold  and 
dieaded  the  Marquis  of  Huptly,  who  from  firfl 
^  lafl  had  been  (leady  to  the  crown,  amidd  all  the 
ranges  that  h^d  happened.  And  not  fatisfied 
ich  thedeftrudion  of  this  old  and  open  enemy, 
ey  proc^eeded  to  wreak  their  vengeance  upon 
en  of  their  own  former  aflbciates  as  had  joined 
^  or  declared  for  the  lafl:  year's  unfuccefsful  at- 
Tfipt  under  Duke  Hamilton.  And  the  more  ef- 
ftually  to  reach  thefe  malignants,  it  was  enaded, 
it  all  who  had  ferved  or  aflifted  in  that  under- 
feing,  Ihould  be  incapable  of  bearing  any  office 

3  F  2  in 
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LCTTEP  in  the  ftate,  ojr  fitting  cither  in  Parliament  < 
XLIX.  Council,  "  till  they  had  firft  fatisfied  the  Kirk,  by 
*^  public  profeflion  of  their  repentance  for  havii 
*^  been  acceflbry  to  that  unlawful  engagement.* 
The  ftate  being  thus  purged  and  modelled, 
the  true  covenanting  tafte,  the  Kirk  had  full  fco] 
to  rule  and  tyrannize  at  pleafure,  and  exercifed  i 
power,  to  all  the  extent  of  Epifcopal  or  even  Pap 
rigour.  The  few  minifters  who  were  fufpeftc 
not  of  difafFeftion  only,  but  even  of  moderatio 
were  depofed ;  numbers  of  the  laity,  for  b 
grumbling  at  the  covenant,  were  fined  and  imp: 
-foned;  the  very  Noblemen  and  Barons  wc 
obliged  to  take  young  probationers  into  their  i 
milies  in  quality  of  chaplains,  but  in  reality 
be  fpies  upon  them,  and  to  report  their  priva 
behaviour  to  the  Preibyteries ;  and  to  enforce  \ 
thefe  feverities,  they  had  parties  of  Highlandc 
at  their  command  here  and  there,  whom  the  fi 
concealed  epilcopalians  ufed  to  call  Argyle-ApoftL 
The  General  Aflembly  met  in  July,  and  on  t 
20th  they  pafled  an  ad  "  that  the  engagers 
^'  the  war  for  relieving  the  King,  make  public  ; 
•'  tisfadlion  in  fackcloth,  or  be  excommunicated 

'  *  By  this  judgment,  the  Earl  of  Glencaim  was  deprifed 
the  office  of  Junice-General,  and  the  £arl  of  Lindiay  renur 
from  being  treafurer,  tho' both  thefe  noblemen  had  taken 
covenant,  and  the  lad  of  them  had  been  from  the  begiDoioj 
violent  (liclcler  for  it.  The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  too,  another 
that  party,  had  been  commiiHoned  upon  fome  bufinefs  XQ' 
prcfent  Kin^  when  Prince,  and  was  now  with  him  in  HoUtc 
And  the  Earl  of  Lanerk,  having  under  all  his  compliances  ; 
fhift:ngs  backward  and  forward^  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  j 
gyle  and  Loudon  who  now  governed  all,  had  been  apprehem 
by  them,  but  got  out  of  their  hands  and  efcaped  alfo  to  HoUai 
where  he  foon  became  Duke  liamilton^  on  the  death  of 
(brother  v<ithout  malc-ifTue, 

ordaiiu) 
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orfaining  even  fuch  as  fubmitted  to  their  cenfures  c^rtter 
to  "  fubfcribe  a  declaration  of  the  unlawfulpefs  XLIX. 
"of that  engagement,  and  of  their  forrow  for 
"  their  fin  and  guilt  by  th<!ir  acceflion  to  it,  and 
"  folemnly  to  promife  never  to  own  the  like  cour- 

*  fes  again/'  They  likewife  ratified  an  aft  of 
ht  laft    Affembly,  **  that   all  perfons   whatever 

*  fliould  take  the  c6venant  at  their  firft  receiving 
'  of  the  Lord's  fupper,"  and  confirmed  an  ordtr 
tade  by  the  commilfion  in  December,    "  that 

fuch  feducers  as  had  difluaded  people  from  peti- 
tioning againft  the  unlawful  engagement,  ftiould 
be    debarred   from   the    covenant."     Yea  fo 
itefiilly  were  they  fet  againft   this   engagement 
r  the  King's  relief,  that  in  "  a  feafonable  and 
ncceflary  warning,"  en)itted  by   them   on  the 
^th,  they  call  the  defeat  0/  the  army,  tho'   at- 
oded  with  the  death  of  thoufands  of  their  coun- 
ymen,  **  a  mercy  and  deliverance  which  ou^ht 
to  be  remembered  with  thankfulnefs  and  praife/' 
hey  likewife    wrot^e   a  letter   to   the   King,   in 
hich  they  reprimand   him  for   adhering  to  the 
>unfels  of  James  Graham,  Cfo   they  contempt- 
>ufly  called  the  Marquis  of   Montrofe)  and  his 
rcomplices  ;    they  require  him  to  fettle  the  Pref- 
^erian  Govc^rnment  and  worfhip  in  all  his  do- 
inions,  and  upon  that  condition  they  promife 
m  their  affiftance,  otherwife  they  tell  him   "  all 
the    blood  fhed  by  his  father  will  be  laid  to 
his  charge." 

In  the  motley  Parliament  too  of  this  famous 
ar,  the  kirk  obtained  a  fingular  favour,  by  an 
t  aboliftiing  the  heavy  grievance  of  patronages, 
d  fetting  up  what  they  called"  the  gofpel-right 
popular  eleftions.  And  this  is  the  firft  time 
at  ever  this  favourite  claim,  which  has  made 

fo 


414       ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY 

LETTER  fo  much  noife  among  them  even  to  this  day,  bac 

XLIX.  the  leaft  countenance  from  any  thing  that  couV| 

be   called   civil   authority.     For   notwithftandii^ 

fome   ambiguous    murmurings  in  the   boQk$  dt 

difcipline   at  the  beginning   of  the   reformatioo^ 

which  at  that  time  for  prudential   reafons  feemeil 

to  favour  and   court   the  people,  it  is  certain  ij 

fad,  that  no  man   was  ever   thought   to  have  t 

juft  title  to  a  kirk  or  legal  benefice,  unlefs  he  haA 

a  prefentation  from   a  patron,   and  collation  ci< 

ther  from   the  Bilhop  when  epifcopacy  wa^  efta* 

blifhed,  or  from  the  Prefbytery,    when  that  form 

prevailed.     Even  the   Parliament  of  1592,  l^avel 

this  right  of  patronage  as  it  flood,  and  white  it 

refcinds  all  former  aSs  in  favour  of  Bifhops,  ar« 

ders,  "  that  in   all  time  coming  prefentations  to 

**  benefices  be  direfted  to  the  refpeftive  prefby* 

*'  teries.**     And    this   method   continued  to  W 

both   law   and  praftice,  till  towards  the  end  of 

this  civil  war,  when  the  kiikmen,  fenfible  of  thcif 

pow  acquired  ftrength,   took  upon  them  to  di^ 

pofe  of  kirks  at  their  own  plealure,  by  araufiog 

the  deluded  populace  with  a   fham  eledtioni  bttt 

in  reality  impofing  miniflers  upon  them  by  ibdf 

own  ufurped   authority. 

Mean   time  the  King  kept  his  little  court  at 

the  Hague,  and  found  it  very  difficult  to  preferre 

peace  and  quiet  among  the  few  that  came  to  wait 

on  him,  tho'  they  all  made  equal  profefSons  rf 

duty  and  fcrvice  to  him.    The  Marquis  of  Mont* 

rofe  having,  fince  he  left  Scotland  in  1646,  tra^ 

veiled  thro'  France,   Germany  and  Flanders,  fi> 

liciting  afTiflance  for  his  diflrefTed  Sovereign,  but 

to  no  purpofe,  came  now  to  the  Hague,  wbc« 

the  King  mofl  cordially  received   him,   and  ffCr 

fcnted  him  with  the  enfigns  of  the  mod  nobif 

order 
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trier  of  the  Garter.  But  this  reception  highly  letter 
fflpleafed  the  other  two  attending  parties,  the  XLIX. 
cmmniffioners  from  the  kirk  and  council,  and 
Ac  new  Duke  of  Hamilton  and  his  adherents :  * 
ttd  Montrofe,  like  a  dutiful  fubjeft,  rather  than 
tanbarafs  his  Sovereign,  took  his  leave  of  that  di- 
fidcd  coort,  and  having  got  proper  credentials  and 
aformM  commiffion  from  his  Majefty,  went  again 
ftro'  Germany,  and  as  far  as  Denmark,  in  hopes 
rf  obtaining  fiiccours  of  men  and  money  for  his 
Matter's  fervice.  In  this  laborious  employment  he 
^t  moft  of  the  winter.  But  finding  himfelf 
fficppointcd  of  the  large  fupplies  he  had  been 
made  to  expeft,  he  at  laft  fet  fail  for  Hamburgh 
irith  only  five  hundred  foldiers  and  about  aa 
btmdrcd  officers,  and  landed  fafe  in  the  Orkneys 
trnthe  15th  of  April  1650.  Here  he  rnctwith 
U  kind  entertainment  as  that  poor  country  could 
^e  him,  and  the  whole  prefbytery  unanimoufly 
drew  up  a  declaration  of  their  loyalty,  and  their 
fen  refolution  to  adhere  to  their  allegiance  to 
ftc  Khig.  Upon  this  account  tliey  were  all  de- 
pofed  by  the  next  General  Aflembly,  and  their 
^ftbderator  Dr.  Aitkin  minifter  of  Birfa,  who  hati 
prefented  the  paper  to  the  Marquis,  was  excom- 
^tenicated,  and  an  order  of  council  was  fent  to 
Apprehend  him  and  try  him  for  his  life,  which 
Qc  got  notice  of,  and  efcaped  to  Holland,  where 
^  refided  till  the  reftoration;  and  returning  then, 

•  Tho'  both  thcfe  parties  were  jealous  of,  and  looked   four 

Son  ooe  aootber,  yet  they  united  in  their  animolity  againfl 
ODtrolc,  e?en  to  that  degree  of  rudenefs,  iliatwhen  at  anytime 
le  came  into  the  room  where  they  were,  tho'  the  King  himfcif 
■rsf^fefn,  they  infimediately  withdrew  and  left  the  room,  unkTs 
rasnet  Graham  was  ordered  to  rcth-e  becaufe  ;  forfooth  he  flood 
aux>maiuQicafed  by  the  kirk,  and  forfeited  by  the  civil  judicatory 
^cbe  kingdom. 

%vas 
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I.KTTER  was  in  a  few  years  made  Bifliop  of  Gallow: 
XLIX.  From  Orkney  Montrofe  went  to  Caithnefs,  wli 
he  publifhed  his  commiflion,  and  invited  all 
loyal  fubjefts  to  join  him  for  the  King's  fenri 
But  here  again  being  deceived  by  fair  promJX 
he  was  on  the  firil  of  May  overpowered  by 
flrong  body  of  horfe  which  had  been  fent  agaii 
him,  and  being  betrayed  by  a  gentleman  to  who 
he  had  fled  for  flielter,  was  delivered  to  his  o 
adverfary  David  Leflie,  who  carried  him  in  gre 
triumph  to  Edinburgh. 

On  the  third  day  after,  he  was  brought  befa 
their  Parliament,  where  the  prefident  Loudc 
made  a  moft  bitter  and  virulent  fpeech  again 
him,  telling  him,  "  that  he  had  broken  all  tl 
**  covenants  by  which  the  nation  flood  oblige 
*^  had  impioufly  rebelled  againft  God,  the  Ku 
*^  and  the  kingdom,  and  had  committed  mai 
*'  horrible  treafons,  murders  and  impieties,  1 
**  all  which  he  was  now  brought  to  fuffer  cc 
**  dign  punifliment,*'  with  many  perfonal 
proaches  which  he  durft  not  have  uttered  fin 
any  other  place.  To  all  this  the  Marquis  ha 
cally  anfwered,  "  that  he  had  indeed  takea  ; 
**  firft  covenant,  and  had  been  as  faithful  to 
•*  as  any  of  them,  fo  long  as  the  avowed  def 
**  of  it  was  obferved  :  That  the  bolemn  Lea^ 
**  and  Covenant  he  had  never  taken,  fo  co 
*•  not  break  it,  tho*  now  it  was  known  over 
**  Europe  what  monftrous  mifchiefs  it  had  | 
*'  duced:  That  he  had  the  King's  Commifi 
**  for  his  firft  appearing  in  arms,  in  which  fer 
*^  he  had  a&ed  always  as  a  gentleman,  and  nc 
**  fufFered  blood  to  be  flied,  but  in  the  hea 
**  battle :  That  he  faw  many  perfons  there,  wl 
•*  lives  he  had  faved :    That  at  the  King's  c 

cc 
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maad  he  laid  down  his  arms  and  left  the  lrtthr 
country,  which  all  their  force  could  not  have  XLIX. 
compelled  him  to  :  That  he  had  now  returned 
by  the  prefent  King's  orders,  and  with  his  au- 
thority, and  whatever  fortune  he  might  have 
had,  was  always  willing  to  liave  obeyed  his 
commands :  Wiihing  them  therefore  to  con** 
fider  well  the  confequences  of  their  prefent 
procedure,  and  requiring  that  all  his  adions 
might  be  examined  and  judged  by  the  law  of 
the  land,  or  by  the  law  of  nations."  But  without 
y  regard  to  his  fpirited  and  legal  defence,  the 
eiident,  after  fome  deliberation,  told  him,— * 
That  on  the  morrow,  being  the  2 1  ft  of  May, 
he  was  to  be  carried  to  Edinburgh-Crofs,  and 
there  to  be  hanged  on  a  gallows  thirty  feet 
high  for  three  hours,  then  to  be  taken  down, 
and  his  head  to  be  taken  o^  and  fet  upon  the 
tolbooth,  and  his  legs  and  arms  to  be  hanged 
up  in  other  public  towns  in  the  kingdom,  and 
his  body  to  be  buried  at  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, except  the  kirk  fhould  be  pieafed  to  take 
off  his  excommunication,  in  which  cafe  it 
might  be  buried  in  the  common  place  of  bu- 
rial,'* This  favage  and  iniquitous  fentence, 
ich  he  heard  with  the  greateft  magnanimity 
i  firmnefs  of  foul,  was  accordingly  executed, 
h  all  the  appointed  eircumftances  of  cowardly 
enge,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  the  (hort  but 
ive  life  of  this  truly  admirable  man,  in  the  38  th 
T  of  his  age.  After  his  death,  the  fcaifold 
ich  was  fet  up  at  the  Crofs  for  the  mangling  of 
body  was,  contrary  to  all  former  cuftom,  kept 
removed  near  two  months,  for  the  execution 
the  Scots  officers  who  were  taken  with  him, 
1  other  worthy  men  who  had  embarked  in  the 
Vol.  11.  3  G  fome 
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,  and  fetting  out  from  London  on  the  29th  letter 
line,  crofled  the  Tweed  with  his  army  on  XLIK. 
tad  of  July,  and  came  in  fight  of  Edinburgh 
out  any  oppofition.  This  hoftiie  invafion 
e  no  alteration  among  the  Scots  Politicians  : 
the  prevailing  party,  under  the  influence  of 
drk,  continued  as  obftinate  as  ever,  and  pub- 
1  a  proclamation,  banifliing  all  malignants, 
hey  called  all  that  had  been  concerned  in  the 
mful  Engagement)  from  their  armies,  which 
(h  order  drove  away  no  fewer  than  four 
fand  as  good  men  as  the  Kling  had.  The 
too,  at  this  critical  jundure,  was  bufy  with 
)fficious  zeal,  and  was  daily  calling  upon  the 
f  to  be  deeply  humbled  for  the  tranfgreflions 
lis  hther  in  following  evil  counfels,  fhedding 
)Iood  of  God's  people,  oppofing  the  covenant- 
Birork  of  reformation,  and  tolerating  in  his 
c  the  idolatry  of  the  Queen.  The  CommiJJion^ 
;ive  a  public  teitimony  of  their  principles,  oa 
13th  of  Auguft,  emitted  the  following  decla- 
m,  which  was  approved  the  fame  day  by  the 
mittee  of  eftates,  and  has  been  called  the  A61 
t  Wefi'Kirk  :  *'  The  commiflion  of  the  Ge- 
jral  Affembly  confidering,  that  there  may  be 
ft  ground  of  ftumbling,  from  the  King's  Ma- 
tty's refiifing  to  fubfcribe  and  emit  the  de- 
aration  oflfered  to  him  by  the  committee  of 
:ates  and  commiflioners  of  the  General  Af- 
mbly,  concerning  his  former  carriage  and  re- 
lation for  the  future,  in  reference  to  the 
ufe  of  God,  and  the  enemies  and  friends 
ereof,  doth  therefore  declare,  that  this  kirk 
id  kingdom,  do  not  own  nor  efpoufe  any  ma- 
piant  party  or  quarrel  or  intereft,  but  that 
ey  fight  merely  upon  their  former  grounds 

3  G  a  *•  and 
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i.f.TrER  **  and  principles,  and  in  defence  of  the  caulea^ 
XLIX.  "  God  and  of  the  kingdom,  as   they  have  don^ 
**  thefe  twelve  years  paft :    And  therefore,  as  the^ 
"  do  difclaim  all  the  fin  and   guilt  of  the  Kin  |^ 
*'  and   of  his   houfe,  fo  they  will  not  own  him 
*^  nor  his  intereft,   otherwife  than  with  a  fubor- 
*'  dination  to  God,  and  fo  far  as  he   owns  and 
*^  profecutes  the  caufe  of  God,  and  difclaims  m 
**  own  and  his  father's  oppofition  to  the  work  of 
^  God,  and  to  the  Covenant,   and  likewife  all 
**  the  enemies  thereof:    And  that  they  will  with 
*•  convenient  fpeed   take  into  confideration  the 
^*  papers  lately  fent  unto  them  from  Oliver  Crora- 
*'  well,  and    vindicate  themfelves    from   all  Ac 
**  falflioods  contained  therein,  efpecially  in  thofe 
**  things  wherein  the  quarrel  between  us  and  that 
**  party  is  miftated,  as  if  we  owned  the  late  KiDg*^ 
**  proceedings,  and  were  rcfolved  to  profecute  and 
**  maintain  his   prcfent  Majefty's   intereft,  before 
"  and  without  acknowledgment  of  the  fins  of 
•*  his  houfe  and  former  ways,   and  fatisfaftioa  to 
•*  God*s  people  in  both  kingdoms.'* 

In  this  artful  paper,  we  have  an  authentic  expli- 
cation of  their  former  views  and  future  purpofcSf 
and  from  the  whole  ftrain  of  it,  may  eafily  f<^ 
\vhat  their  fentiments  were  of  the  late  King's  fate, 
and  how  indifferently  they  ftood  affeftcd  to  the 
young  Prince  whom  they  had  amongft  them* 
Mean  time  the  two  armies  were  advancing  toward 
one  another,  and  Cromwell  being  flraitened  f^^ 

{)rovi(ions,  retreated  towards  Dunbar.  Lefly  ^' 
owed  him  with  caution,  till,  by  the  influoic^  ^ 
the  enthufiaftic  preachers,  who,  by  blafphemot^^l 
pretending  revelations  from  heaven,  promifcd  C-^. 
tain  viftory  to  their  army  of  faints,  he  was  ptcv^^ 
ed  upon,  contrary  to  his  own  judgment,  to  oi 
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enemy  battle,  which  Cromwell  readily  accept-  lktifji 
and  on  the  3d  of  September  gave  them  a  total  XI^K- 
sit,  killing  three  «thoufand  on  the  fpot,  and 
ing  nine  thoufand  prifoners,  with  all  their  co- 
rs,  artillery,  and  ammunition.  The  remnant 
ihem  fled  to  Stirling,  and  the  preachers  impu- 
tly  afcribed  this  calamity  to  the  manifold  pro^ 
ations  of  the  King's  houfe,  and  to  the  fecret 
Sgnants  who  had  (till  remained  in  the  army. 
imwell  after  his  vidory  took  poffeffion  of  Edin- 
•gb ;  and  the  minifters  of  the  city,  not  thinking 
mfetves  fafe,  took  refuge  in  the  Caftle,  from 
fince  they  wrote  to  Cromwell,  who  had  invited 
m  back  with  affurances  of  freedom  to  preach, 
hat  they  found  nothing  expreffed  from  which 
hey  could  infer  fecurity  to  their  perfons,  and 
hcrefore  they  refolved  to  referve  themfelves  for 
)etter  times,  and  wait  upon  him  who  had  hid-* 
len  his  face  for  a  while  from  the  Sons  of  Jacob.** 
s  enthuiiaflic  language  was  loft  upon  Crom- 
l,  who  was  as  much  mafter  of  cant  as  they 
e,  and  in  anfwer  wrote  back  to  the  Governor 
he  Caftle  a  long  letter,  in  which  he  vindicates 
ifclf  from  the  imputation  of  infidious  dealing, 
rges  the  minifters  with  laying  the  foundation 
their  reformation  in  worldly  mixtures  and  ac- 
(itions  of  power,  and  concludes  with  an  obfer- 
on  which  is  worthy  to  have  come  from  a  better 
,  that  •*  When  minifters  truft  purely  to  the 
word  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God, 
rhich  is  powerful  to  bring  down  ftrong  holds, 
Lud  every  imagination  that  exalts  itfelf,  which 
ilone  is  able  to  fquare  and  fit  the  ftones  for  the 
>Iew  Jerufalem,  then,  and  not  before,  and  bv 
hat  means,  and  no  other,  (hall  Jerufalem  whic^ 
8  to  be  the  praifc  of  the  whole  earth,  the  city  of 
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appeals  ?  And  (hall  we,  after  all  our  prayers,  i-etter 

fadings,    tears,    expedations,    and  foiemn  ap-  XLIX. 

peals,  call  thefe  bare  events  ?    The  Lord  pity  "^  ^''"^^^ 

you/'     Thus  Cromwell  fought  our  zealots  with 

their  own  weapons,  turned  their  own  artillery  of 

tile  Covenant  upon  them,  and  (hewed  himfelf  as 

able  for  them  with  the  pen  as  he   had  been  with 

thcfword.* 

After  this  defeat  of  the  Scots  at  Dunbar,  the 
^vaoQuiflied  party  refolved  to  admit  the  King  and 
his  friends  to  the  fervice  of  their  country,  and  to 
take  a  (hare  in  the  common  meafures  for  that  pur- 
pofe ;  tho*  there  was  ftill  a  ftifF  difcontented  fet, 
both  in  the  Parliament  and  General  AlTembly,  who 
oppofed  this  loyal  as  well  as  beneficial  refolution, 
tod  formally  remonftrated  againft  it.  This  gave 
riic  to  the  two  Prefbyterian  Parties  of  public  Re^ 
folutianers  and  Remonfiraiors^  who  after  this  would 
never  unite  in  any  bufmefs,  but  continued  jarring 
^d  counterafting  one  another,  till  their  divifion 
proved  their    downfal.      Befides  thefe    political 

^  It  was  during  this  extraordinary  period  of  pretended  il» 

**"1liiiauon,  that  George  Fox,  a  mechanic  in  England,  preached 

JJP  his  new  infention   of  the  "  Inward  light,"  and  began  the 

'^^  of  the  Quakers,  which  was  foon  after  greatly  fupported  by 

P'Jr  conntryman  Robert  Barclay  of  Urie,  who,   under   all  his 

^^^^^fliDgs  of  the  light  within,  fought  their  battles  with  the  car- 

^M  weapons  of  a  liberal  and  accomplifhed  education.     His  Apo- 

^y»  "which   he  dedicates  with  great   plainnefs  and   becoming 

"^■^fictty  to  Charles  II.  and  which  upon   fuch  an   untenable 

/^fcjcd  is  not  a  contemptible,  tho'  a  very   cunning   compfition, 

Joined  with   the  a^ivity   and  fecular  influence  of  the   Englifli 

^^niliam  Pcnn,  who  was  Urie's  great  intimate,  kept  the  quakcr 

^^fjthcrhood  in  countenance  and  fome  degree  of  reputation  for  9 

^^Mlc,  till  upon  the  death  of  thefe  two  champions,  they  funK  gra- 

^Oaliy  into  obfcurity,  and  now  are  confiderable  for  nothing,  but 

^^^r  iaperftitious  continuance   of  their  fundamental  oppotitioi^ 

the  Tcry  elements  and  outward  profefllon  of  chriflianity. 

fquabbleSy 
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LETTFR  fquabblcs,  they  began  likewife  to  ff^it  ama 
XLIX.  themfelves  about  religious  rites  and  pra£lic 
The  Lord's  Prayer,  which  hitherto  had  been 
conftant  ufe  in  the  public  worftiip,  thro'  all  t 
various  modes  of  church  polity,  and  (lood  pai 
cularly  recommended,  almoft  to  a  pofitive  injui 
tion,  by  the  new  Direftory,  became  offenCve 
the  more  enlightened  brethren,  who,  not  daring 
abrogate  it  by  a  formal  fentence,  let  it  fall  into  c 
fuetude,  with  all  the  epithets  of  blafphemous  cc 
tempt.  The  Doxology  too,  tho*  not  of  divi 
original,  yet  of  high  antiquity  in  the  church,  aj 
of  continued  pradice  in  Scotland  from  Km 
down  to  the  Covenant,  met  with  the  fame  fat 
and  was  joftled  out  after  the  fame  manner,  not  1 
any  fliew  of  authority,  but  by  aflfefted  omiffion 
the  old  cuftom.* 

Mean  time  the  King,  being  put  under  Argyk 
infpeftion,  who  wifhed  well  to  none  of  his  famil 
found  himfelf  little  better  than  a  prifoner,  and  w 
daily  expofed  to  all  the  rudenefs  and  malevolcn 
of  the  preachers,  who  were  perpetually  claraoii 
ing  and  praying  againfl  the  fms  of  the  King  ai 
his  houfhold.  To  free  himfelf  from  this  unpk 
fant  thraldom,  he  made  a  fudden  ftart  to  t 
North  Highlands,  where  fome  of  the  loyal  cla 
were  ready  to  receive  and  aflift  him  :  And  aft 
this,  being  treated  with  more  refpeft,  he  was 
laft,  on  the  firft  of  January  165 1,  crowned 
Scoon,  with  all  the  pomp  and  figns  of  joy  that  ti 

*  Several  other  decencies,  fuch  a$  the  men*s  uncoveiiog  tfa 
beads  when  they  enter  the  church,  and  putting  up  a  (hort  vt 
tion  in  fecret,  the  minifler's  kneeling  in  the  pulpit  for  the  lai 
porpoie,  which  even  the  fird  covenanting  affemblies  had  retaio 
as  laudable  pra<5Uces»  were  now  ridiculed,  and  thrown  oal 
vk,  as  notfuiting  the  purity  of  this  refined  age. 

divide 
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4avided  ftateoftlie  nation,  and  the  weight  of  fuch  lettkr 
an  enemy  as  Cromwell  lying  in  the  metropolis  with  XLI^m 
a  vidorious  army,  could  admit  of.  * 

The  coronation  thus  over,  ^11  parties  had  accefs 
to  his  Majefty,  and  a  Parliament  being  called  to 
meet  at  Stirling,  the  Hamiitonian  malignants  were 
admitted  to  fit  in  It,  having  been  previoufly  oblig- 
ed, as  Lord  Clarendon  tells  us,  **  to  wipe  oflF  the 
••  ftain  with  which  the  engagement  had  defiled 

*  Ac  this  folemnity  the  youog  Earl  of  Rothes  carried  th^ 

fvord  of  (late,  the  Earl  of  Eghntoa  the  fpurs,  the  Earl  pf 

Lindfay  the  fceptrey  and  the  Marquis  of  Argyle   the  crown.. 

The  fcanopy  over  his  Majefty  from  his  apartment  to  the  church, 

*a3  bom  by  the  eldeft  fons  of  the  fix  Earls  of  Perth,  Southefk, 

I^OaCe,  Hartfield,  Panraure  and  Tweedale.     We  have  ao 

account  of  the  whole  folemnity  from  one  who  was  prefent,  th^ 

^ous  Mr.  Robert  Baillie»  who  l^d  been  one  of  the  Scots  com- 

"^ffiooers  at  the  Wcftminfter  fynod,  and  writes  thus.     ^*  Thit 

^*  day  we  have  done  that  which  I  earneftly  defired  and  long 

"  expefled,  crowned  our  noble  King  with  all  the  folemnities  at 

'*  Scone,  &}  peaceably  and  magnificently  as  if  no  enemy  ha4 

**  been  among  us.     This  it  of  Qod ;  For  it  was  Cromwell's 

^  inirpofe,  which  I  thought  he  might  eafily  have  performed,  to 

^  have  inarred  by  arms  that  adlion,  at  lead  the  folemnity  of  it. 

'*   The  Remonftrants  with  all  their  power  would  have  oppofed 

**   it.    Others  prolonged  it,  fo  long   as  they  were  able.     Blef- 

^*   fed  be  God^  it  is  this  day  celebrated  with  great  joy  and  coa- 

'*   teDtment>    to    all   honeA-hearted   men  here.      The   King 

•**   fware  the  covenant,  the  league  and  covenant,  and  the  co- 

**    ronation  oath.     Mr.  Douglas,  from  2  Kings  Ch.  ii,  Joafh's 

^   coronation,  had  a  very  pertinent,  wfe  and  good  (ermooi-r- 

When  Argyle  put  on  the  crowD^   Mr.  Douglas  prayed  weU. 

^*   "Wb^n  the  chanceljpr  fet  him  on  the  Throne,  he  exhorted 

wdl^     When  all  was  ended,  h^  with  grpat  eameftnefs  preflTed 

iiocerity  and  conAancy  in  the  covenant  on  the  King,  declaring 

**    at  length  K.  James's  breach  of  the  covenant,  purfued  yec 

'^   again  ft  the  family,  from  Nehem.  v.  13.    GocPs  caAing  the 

King  om  of  his  lap,  and  the  34th  of  Jeremiah,  many   plagues 

00  him,  if  he  did  not  fincerely  keep  the  oaths   now   taken. 

He  clofed  all  with  a  prayer^  and  the  20th  pfalm."     Barllie's 

tnicrs. 

Vol.  U,  3  H  t'  theait 
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%  who  led  the  van  always  a  day's  march  z^  LRTTCit 
for  inviting  in  the  neighbouring  gentry,  and  XLIX, 
liimfelf  a  zealous  Preibyterian,  deiiring  him 
blifli  a  declaration  '^  of  the  King's  and  the 
ny's  attachment  to  the  Covenant,  and  their 
t  relblution  to  profecute  the  true  intent  of  it," 
>rbidding  him  to  receive  any  new  foldiers, 
bch  as  would  fubfcribe  an  obligation  to  the 
purpofe.  This  officious  and  unfeafonable 
ow  of  intemperate  zeal  for  their  unhappy 
nant,  difcouraged  the  loyalifts  in  thefe  parts, 
;  the  Covenant-heat  was  neither  fo  general 
» warm,  and  made  many  people  lefs  forward  to 
than  otherwi£e  they  would  have  been.  Yet 
*  all  thefe  difappointments,  cafual  or  deiign* 
le  King  held  on  his  march  as  far  as  Wor^- 
,  where  he  made  a  halt  to  refrefli  his  troops. 
Cromwell,  who,  upon  finding  that  he  had 
him  the  flip,  was  following  him  at  the 
came  up  with  him,  and  falling  on  him  with 
ich  fuperior  force  on  the  3d  of  September, 
him  a  total  and  decifive  overthrow.  The 
himfelf  did  all  that  could  be  expe&ed  on  the 
on  ;  but  his  troops  being  overborn  by  num« 
were,  after  a  flout  refiftance,  broken  and 
i.  Three  thoufand  of  them  were  killed,  and 
leven  thoufand  taken.  Duke  Hamilton  was 
ded  in  the  adion,  and  falling  into  the  vidors 
:,  died  of  his  wounds  the  next  Jay :  The 
of  Ro  hes  and  Lauderdale,  and  die  Generals 
leton  and  Maffie,  were  taken  and  carried  to 
on.  The  King  himfelf  providentially  efcap- 
nd  having  fkulked  in  diflferent  places,  and  for 
days  been  forq^d  to  hide  hiinieif  in  a  tree, 
:  from  that  time  the  Royal  Oakf  at  lalt,  on 
zd  of  Odober,  got  fafe  over  to  France,  after 

3  H  2  fourteen 
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i,KTTPR  fourteen  months    enjoyment  of  a  kind  of  mooi^ 
XLIX.  royalty  among  the  Covenanters  in  Scotland. 

When  Cromwell  marched  after  the  Kiag,  Jb^ 
left  General  Monk,  with  feven  thoufand  men,  to 
manage  matters  in  Scotland  againft  the  Jjiing^i 
intereft;  and  this  able  commander  fulfilled  hit 
commiflion  with  amazing  aftivity  and  fuccefs/ 
After  he  had  brought  the  whole  kingdom  under 
his  obedience,  an  ad  was  pafTed  at  London,  for 
incorporating  Scotland  into  one  commonwealth 
with  England,  to  which  ad  of  encroachment  the 
Scots  were  forced  to  yields  and  for  form's  fake  to 
choofe  twenty  one  members,  to  reprefent  the 
whole  nation  in  the  EngUfh  Parliament.  In  con* 
fequence  of  this  mortifying  furrender  of  pri?ileg«f 
the  Commons  at  Weftminfter  appointed  eight 
Commiflioners  to  govern  and  adminifter  juflice  ib 
Scotland,  the  two  Generals  Monk  and  Lambert 
being  two  of  the  members ;  in  virtue  of  which 
commiflion,  Monk  fent  five  of  his  Colonels  to  re- 
form the  King's   College  at  Aberdeen,  and  thef« 

*   He  firft  feized  the  CafUe  of  Stirling,  where  he  found  t^ 
tecords  of  the  kingdom,  and  fent  them  to  London  :    He  th^ 
took  the  town  of  l)undce  by  affault,  and  following  the  cxamp*^ 
and  inftruflions  of  Cromweil,  put  a  number  of  the  defence!^ 
inhabitants  to  the  fword.     The  garrifbn  which  he  placed  b^^ 
was  a  great  annoyance  to  the  King's  caufe  in  that  ndghboaHxi^'^ 
For  while  the  King  was  on  his  march  thro'  England,  a  party  ^ 
them  fallicdout  on  the  28th  of  Augud,  and  at  a  place  call^ 
Eliot,  apprehended  the  Earls  of  Marifchal,  Lindfay,and*Lc¥i^ 
Vith  feveral   gentlemen  of  note,  who  had  met  to  confuk 
forwarding  the  levies  in  thefe  parts  for  the  King's  (emce, 
Xvere  all  fent  prifoners  to  London,  to  keep   company  with  xf^ 
unhappy  captives  from  Worcefler.     This  unexpected  blow,  joi^ 
cd  to  the  terror  of  Monk's  fuccefs  and  fcverity,  wrought  fu^ 
an  cffeft  every  where,  that  noplace  of  ih-ength  flood  out  again^ 
him,  and  in  lefs  than  ten  months  all  Scotland  was  reduced  ao^ 
bridled  by  his  garrifons. 

militat^ 
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reformers  turned  out  Dr  Guild  tlie  Prin-  lette* 
jid  Mr  Middleton  the  Sub-principal;  XLIX4 
Gilbert  Rule  in  room  of  the  latter,  and 
ig  the  Principal's  place  on  the  Independent 
of  Aberdeen,  Mr  John  Row,  who  kept 
56 1 A  Nor  was  this  all  the  length,  that 
^ent  with  his  new  powers.  He  even  bran- 
lis  fword  over  the  General  Affembly  itfelf, 
>li(hed  an  ordinance,  that  neither  the  Co- 
nor any  other  religious  oath,  fhould  be 
on  any  perfon,  without  direction  from  the 
England;  threatening  to  treat  them  as 
,  if  they  did  not  acquiefce.  He  likewife 
lers  to  the  civil  judges,  not  to  meddle  with 
ds  or  eftates  of  fuch  as  the  Afiembly  ihould 
lunicate,  nor  to  prohibit  correfpondence 
em,  or  put  them  to  any  other  trouble,  as 
n  the  cruel  cuftom  hitherto.  This  check 
irbitrary  difcipline  of  the  kirk  was  highly 
ing  to  fome^  but  as  fatisfaQory  and  wel- 
>  others.f 

difappointed  party  had  recourfe  to  their 
J  of  remonftrating,  and  wTote  to  General 
rt,  "  Confeffing  indeed,  that  they  are  juft- 
inifhed  for  their  late  treaty  with  the  King, 
complaining  of  the  Englim  army  for  coun^- 
idng  depoied  minifters  and  allowing  them 
pulpit,  for  filencing  minifters  on  the  fcore 

:  Laird  of  Drum  wrote  Monk  a  polite  letter  of  thanks 
•ing  confcicnce  to  its  J uft  freedom,  and  refcuing  people 
intolerant  tyranny  of  the  Prefbytcrics.  This  gentle- 
10  had  fuffered  much  for  his  loyalty,  being  cited  on  a 
of  Popery  by  the  Prefbytery  of  Aberdeen,  fummoned 
return  to  appear  before  Colonel  Overton,  one  of  the 
judges,  declared  himfelf  under  the  prote^on  of  the 
Dt  ^  England,  and  refuied  to  acknowledge  any  other 

"of 
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j.KTTBR  ^^  of  their  meddling  in  their  fermons  with  matteto 
XLIX.  ^^  of  ftate,  for  tolerating  the  gathering  of  ch\ir« 
^^  ches  as   is  done  in  England,  for  IdOfening  ibc 
^^  authority  of  kirk-afiemblies,  and  putting  magif 
^  trates  on  them  of  unfound  principles,  smd  cob* 
^  eluding  with  an  offer  of  compliance  as  far  ai 
^>  their   confciences,  and  the  liberty  of  the  Idtkf 
V  will  give  them  leave,  and  with  their  eameft  re« 
*^  quefts  to  Lambert,  to  interpofe  with  the  other    \ 
•*  Englifh  Commiffioners  in  their  behalf."    This    ^ 
letter  fhews  how  differently   matters  went  with 
them  now,  from  what  they  did  formeriy.    But  it 
was  of  no  avail :  Their  patron,  Lambert,  was  i&^ 
deed  equal   with   Monk  in  civil   authority,  but 
Monk  was  poffeffed  of  the  military  power,  and  bf 
that  means  had  mod  weight  in  the  adminiftratioo* 
So  they  had  no  help  but  do  the  beft  they  coul^ 
and  go  on  with  their  curtailed  jurifdidion,  as  fitf 
as  people  were  inclined  to  fubmit  to  it,  fmce  thcf 
could  no  longer  enforce  it   by  temporal  penalti^ 
upon  the  refradory.     And  Cant,  who  was  one  ^ 
the  triumvirate  that  fpread  the  firft  covenantinS 
infection,  faw  it  neceflary  now  to  prepare  his  a^ 
herents  tor  fuffering ;  and  to  fecure  the  dignity  ^ 
the  Covenant,  he  now   began  the  cuftom  of  r^ 
quiring  a    promife  from    parents,    when     th^l 
brought  their  children  to  baptifm,  that  they  (hou^^ 
educate  them  in  the  belief  of  that  facred  engag^ 
ment,  as  being,  in  his  eftimation,  of  more  cot^ 
fequence  to  the  true  faith,  than  any  of  the  receiv 
fymbols  of  early  antiquity. 

In  July  165^,  the  General  Afiembly  met 
Edinburgh,  and  after  fermon  were  beginning, 
ufual,  to  enter  upon  bufmefs,  when  Lieut.  O)lo««^ 
jxel  Cotterel,  who  commanded  there  under  Monk^ 
broke  in  upon  them,  and  mounting  a  bench,  aiad^ 

procIamatioD^^ 
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proclamation,  "  That  no  Judicature  ought  to  fit,  letter 

**  which  had  not  authority  from  the  Parliament  of  XLIX, 

^  England/'    This  done,  he  ordered  them  to  re- 

ftty  and  guarded  them  oflF  till  they  were  pa(t  the 

Wdft  Port«     Then  he  commanded  them  to  form 

into  a  circle,    and   furrounding  them   with  hiis 

troops,  after  he'  had  reprimanded  them  for  the 

{Ntfumption  of  their  meeting,  he  took  away  their 

commiffions,    and   enjoined  them,    under  fevere 

penalties   to  difperfe,   and  not  to  meet  three  of 

them  together,  but  to  quit  the  town  immediately, 

and  repair  to  their  refpeftive  dwellings.f 

This  was  a  fevere  blow  to  the  Prefbyterian  Kirk 
of  Scotland,  thus  to  have  their  General  Affembly, 
which  had  maintained  its  ground  fo  long,  and  a^- 
td  in  defiance  of  even  fovereign  authority,  fcatter- 
ed  like  chaff,  by  the  wind  of  command  from  a 
petty  Englifh  officer.  What  was  become  now  of 
their  Loudons,  and  Lindfays,  and  Wariftons,  and 
Henderfons,  thefe  daring  heroes  of  holy  chivalry, 
^ho  could  outbrave  Kings  and  Commiffioners, 
*nd  combat  royal  edifts  with  bold  proteftations  ? 
Hie  times  feem  to  be  ftrangely  changed,  and  the 
'JJen  now  in  power  were  neither  to  be  bullied  by 
i^ig  words,  nor  flattered  by    deceitful    promifes, 

^  Cromwell  had  lately  been  playing  the  fame  game  with  the 

^«riiuieiit  10  England :  For  on  the  20th  of  April  this  year, 

"^  had  gone  to  the  Parliament  Houfe  with  his  gnards,  and  after 

^^g  with  bafibonery  and  opprobrious  language  abuled  the 

'^^einbersy  moft  of  whom  were  his  imimate  acquaintances^  and 

'^^d  been  hh  accomplices  in  villainy,  he  ordered  his  foldiers   to 

^^tn  them  aH  out  with  difgrace,  and  locked  the  doors.     And 

^th  them  expired  the  Aifembly   of  Divines,  which  had  been 

T^ch  ad  oracle  to  onr  Covenanters,  and  after  ten  years  labooTy 

^  great  expence  and  to  little  purpofe,  except  making  a  Creed 

ft  Cttechifm,  had  dwindled  down  19  a  (caoty  committee,  and 

BQW  di&Aftd  with  contempt 

rhey 
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I.ETTFR  They  had  learned,  from  experience,  the  proper 
XUX.  method  of  curbing  unruly  tempers,  and  it  may 
K^^r^>^  truly  belaid,  that  Charles  L  had  taught  Cromwd/ 
how  to  manage  the  Aflfemblies  of  the  Scottifli  Kirk 
The  ufurper  having  now  got  to  the  height  rf 
his  ambition,  by  being  declared  Lord  ProteAor 
in  December  laft,  was  willing  to  have  peace  and 
quiet,  if  pofTible,  eftablifhed  under   his  newly-ao- 
AD.X654.  quired  fovereignty  ;    and   to  begin  his  reign  in 
the  ufual  form,  had  been  pleafed   in  April  tbii 
year  to  pafs  what   he  called  an    *'  aft  of  grace 
"  and  pardon**   to  the  people  of  Scotland.'-* 
About  the  fame  time  the  French   court  having 
entered  into  a  treaty  with  him,  and  by  their  am- 
balTador  complimented  him  in  a  (train  of  the  moft 
fiilfome  and  even  blafphemous  flattery,  he  made 
it  an  article,   that  neither  the  King  nor  his  two 
brothers,   fliould   be   harboured   in  any   of  the 
French  dominions.     And  now  Cromwell,  elcvat- 
.  ed  with  the  friendfhip  of  fuch  a  powerful  nation, 
carried  all  before  him,  and  by    his  Tryers  and 
Major- Generals  ruled  over  the  three  kingdoms, 
cfpecially  over  Scotland,  with  a  rod  of  iron.— 
Yet  the  kirk,   tho*  grievoufly  reft  rained  in  their 

*  Out  of  this  a^,  or  any  of  the  benefits  of  it,  arc  txjrtfif 
excepted  the  Queen  Dowager  and  her  two  eldeft  (bos  CbaHes  • 
'4nd  James  Stuarts,  the  two  deceafed  pukes  of  HamiitoOi  9 
Earls,   2  Vifcopnts,   8  Lords,  and   the  two  Generals  paljfdl 
and  Middleton,  who  arc  all  forfeited,  and  their  ellatcs  fetjaefiff* 
ed  into  the  protestor's  coffers  :    Of  the  reft  whom   he  pordow 
and  allows  to  keep  their  cflatcs,  there  are  heavy  fiocs  laid  opoA 
fhe  Marquis  of  Dougiafs,  20  Earls,  i  Vifcouot^   12  Lords  ts^ 
38  inferior  Barons,  to  the  amount  in  whole  of  £ngli/h  moO^T 
162200  pounds,   to  be  paid  to   George  Bilton  Treafurer   ^ 
Leith,  the  one  half  on  the  fecond  day  of  Augufl,  and  the  oc^^ 
on  the  fecond  day  of  December,  1654.     To  fuch  a  nikt^^ 


jftate  of  flavery  and  opprcfCon  was  Scodandnow  reduced. 


pu 
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Jkiblic  ju4u:atorie8,  could  not  agree  in  private  a-  lettea 
mong  themielve^.     The  Protejhrs  or  Remonftra-  XLIX. 
t»i^  who  \?ere  the  party  that  had  always  infult* 
fid  the   King,  and  with  the  Covenant  in  their 
mouths  had  ftill  cried  out  againft  having  any 
thing  to  do    with  him  at  all,  were  perpetually 
contending  witli  and  harailing  the  PMic-Refolu^ 
tkaers^  vfho  flill  profefl'cd  to  enteriain  fome  de- 
gree of  affedion  to  the  King's  perlbn  and  caufe. 
Many  of  them  went  even  fo  far   as  to  corrcfpond 
vith  his  Majefly  and  his  friends  in  their  exile,  and 
imdeavoiured  to  keep  up  a  little  zeal  for  his  fer- 
lice  among  their   brethren  at  home.     The  Re^^ 
99nJiretQn  were  aware  of  this,  and  fending  up  a 
nprdentation  of  the  cafe  to  the  Protedor  in  1657, 
^  the  more  fecurity  deputed  to  that  office,  the  hi- 
itU)tt8  Mr.  James   Guthry   preacher  at  Stirling, 
^lio  Shimei-like  had  curled  the  King  to  his  face, 
^  afterwards    for  his  leditious   behaviour  was 
cmdemned  in  the  Parliament  1661,    and  hang- 
d  at  Stirling  as  a  traitor.     The  Refolutionersy  on 
te  other  hand,  commiflioned  Dodor,  afterward^ 
irchbiihop.  Sharp,  then  miniiler  of  Crail  in  Fife, 
tid  a  man  of  addrefs,  who  ihro'  the  influence 
f  Lprd  Broghill  one  of  the  Scottifh  governors, 
wrought  upon  the  Protedor,  by  the  defcriptiou 
5   ^ve  him  of  the  other  party's   turbulent  and 
vcUing  principles,  that  he  was  favourably  dif- 
ifled,  and  his   antagoiiiit  diliappointed   in  his 

$*rom  this  time  the  RejJutioners  got  the  afccn- 
At,  and  by  a  majority  for  the  molt  part  in  the 
nods  and  preibyieries,  kept  the  Remonjlrators 
a  great  meaiure  under  lUe  hatches ;  and  this 
^ntributed  not  a  little  to  the  great  change  which 
aa  fooa  atier  brouirht  about.  For  now  Oliver's 
Vol,  U,  3  I  hypocritical 
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i.trrER  hypocritical  feverity  was  beginning  to  make  hit; 

XLIX.  miniflration  odious  even  in  England.  His  v 
independent  notions  had  opened  a  door  to- 1 
mod  exorbitant  licentioufnefs  in  religious  p 
feflion*  The  new  Quaker  light  of  George  I 
blazed  out  with  dill  more  intolerable  extn* 
gance  in  a  James  Nailer  at  Briflol,  who  had  ^ 
impudence  to  perfonate  our  Saviour,  and'  i 
guilty  of  other  hideous  enormities  confequMl 
to  that  horrid  prefumption.  The  Socinian 
culiarities  too  were  about  this  time  brought  -h 
England  by  a  Mr.  John  Biddle,  a  man  of  gc 
parts,  and  who  had  got  his  education  at  Oxu) 
In  1644  he  began  to  vent  his  notions  in  publ 
againft  the  true  deity  of  Jefus  Chrift  and  of  1 
Holy  Ghoft,  which  Archbilhop  Uflier  in  a  p 
fonai  conference  with  him  in  1646,  and  then 
Weftminfter  fynod  by  a  decree  in  1648,  thou| 
to  reclaim  him  from,  but  without  eflFeft.  In  C 
ver's  time  he  publiflied  feveral  fliort  trafts  in 
fence  oi  his  opinions,  under  the  fhelter  of  the 
berty  of  conl'cience  which  then  prevailed,  s 
makes  uie  of  the  fame  objections  and  argumei 
both  from  fcripture  and  the  fathers,  that  ^ 
afterwards  adopted  by  Whifton,  Clarke,  and 
other  Englifh  writers  of  that  ftamp,  and  are  n 
fo  current  and  fafhionable  among  the  refined 
tionalifts  of  the  prefent  age.  The  old  eftablil 
Epilcopal  clergy  were  the  chief  objedls  of  Cn 
wel's  wrath,  and  to  them  he  would  never  be  ] 
vailed  with  to  grant  any  favour.  For  tho*  he  ] 
tended  at  firfl  to  have  a  more  than  ordinary  reg 
for  the  univerfally  efteemed  Archbifhop  Ufl 
and  once  gave  him  a  promife  to  allow  the  E 
copal  clergy  a  fliare  in  the  common  indulgexi 
yet  when  the  primate  put  him  in  mind  of  his  p 
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mire,  he  told  him,  that  ^^  upon  advifilng  with  rttrr 
"  his  council,  it  was  not  thought  fafe  to  grant  li-  XLIX. 
•*  berty  of  confcience  to  thofe  men  who  were  de-  ., 
^  claimed  enemies  to  his  government :''  And  im- 
inediatelyhe  enforced  his  former  orders  againft 
then),  by  which  they  were  prohibited  to  manage 
or  teacb  in  private  rch(x>ls,  or  officiate  in  noble^ 
men's  or  gentlemen's  families,  under  pain  of  xtth 
priTonment. 

Theie^and  many  fuch  like  inftances  of  diflimu- 
btionand   cruelty,  which  were   Cromwel's  two 
predoiviipaut  qualities,  by  degrees  united  the  bulk 
of  the  nation  againlt  him,  after  the  firll  heat  of 
the  contagious = madnefs  was  over;  and   the   dif. 
covery  of  thi;  change  in  peoples  humours,  which 
he  was .  fagaqous  enough  to  find  out,  kept  him 
nowm  a  rackipg  agony  of  mind,  under  a  continual 
toror  of  plpts  and    alfaflinations.     So  that,  had 
^  life  he^n  fpared  a  lirtlc  longer,  it  is  more  than 
PiY)bable,  as   matters  were   turning   about,  that 
^'s  fcourge  of  Britain  would  either  have  funk 
i>ack  iatp  his  original  obfcurity,  or  met  with  the 
^e,  which  his  infamous  carcafe  was  doomed  to. 
In  little  more  than  two  years,  of  being  hanged 
f>a  a  gallows  at  Tyburn,     But  he  died  in  good 
time,  if  not  for  his  eternal,  at  lead  for  his  tem- 
poral intereft,  on  the  3d  of  September    1658,  in 
the  60th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  fucceeded  in 
liis  ill-gotten  power  by  his  fon  Richard,  who  did 
aiot  long  keep   poiTeiTion  of  it.     Being  either  not 
^ble  from  weaknefs,  or  not  willing  from  principle 
to  a£b  the  Ufurper  as  his  father  had  done,  within 
a  few    months  he   refigned  the  protedorihip,  and 
Wtired  to  a  private  condition,    in  which  he  lived 
quietly  to  the  uncommon  age  of  00,  and  died  on 
the  .i2th  of  July  17 12,  without  meeting  with  tlia 

3  I  ?  lesift 
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LnTER  leaft  trouble  all  the  time,  from  the  pAftcrtt^ 
XL IX.  that  King  whom  his  fafher  had  brought  to 
fcaffold.* 

Upon  Richard's  retirement,  in  May  1559-, 
neral  Monk,  who  feems  to  have  had  a  p^ 
afFeftion  for  Cromwell,  being  now  difens 
from  any  fuch  obligation,  faw  himfelf  at  hk 
to  be  a  little  more  open  in  indulging  his  bits 
wards  the  old  conftitution,  and  tho'  he  ftill  ft 
it  neceffary  to  aft  with  caution  and  refcrve,- 1 
{o  for  as  tocorrefpond  withforaeof  the  prim 
royalifts,  that  he  might  take  advantage  pftlrc 
fofions,  which  were  now  breaking  out  aft  liob 
The  Rump- remainder  of  the  Long  F^rltatK 
fenfible  of  Richard's  inaftivity,  immediately 
fumed  the  reins  of  government  which  Oliver 
wtefted  out  of  their  hands,  and  published  - 1 
edicts  and  ordinances  in  a  very  high  (train.. 
Lambert,  and  the  other  republican  officerSj 
pleafed  with  this  intended  diminution  of  H 
power,  eredted  a  junto  of  their  creatures  into  1 
they  called  a  Committee  of  Safety^  and  in  a 
months  turned  the  Rump  out  of  their  feat.  T 
proceedings  gave  Monk  a  handle  for  appeaxn 
Alport  or  his  cJd  matters,  and,  at  the-  fame  t 
opened  up  to  him  a  fair  profpeft  of  cruihing  I 
bert,  whom  he  had  always  been  jealous  of,  a 
cbftruftion  to  his  defigns.  To  this  purpofc 
November  he  fummoned  a  Convention  of 
Eftates  in  Scotland,  and  to  fuit  the  canting  : 

*  It  is  ftidy  be  kept  in  the  hall  of  his  countiy-bouie  • 
<befl  fall  of  the  maoy  fawning  and  feirile  addrcifes  that  had 
|rcieoted  to  his  father,  which  he  ufed  to  Ht  upon,  and  tell 
who  came  to  fee  hino,  that  <<  low  as  his  condition  now  wa 
<<  had  beneath  him  the  Utcs  and  fortunes  of  all  the  good  p 
••  of  Britairu'' 
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rf  the  tihics,  told  them,'  "  he  had   a  call  from  i.ftlTKA 
^  God  and  man  to  mareh  into  England  to  fettle;  XLIX.^ 
••  the  peace  there,"    requiring  them  to  provide 
wmey  for  the  fubfiftence  of  his  troops,  ancfto 
Keep  the  peace  of  their  own  country  in  his  ab- 
fence.     At  this  meeting,  fundry  of  the  nobility^ 
prtkulaHy  the   Earl  of  Glencairn,  were  urgent 
irilh  Monk  to  declare  for  a  free  Parliament,  which 
Iru  generally- underftood   to  be  the  fame  thing  aa 
dedaring  for  the  King  :  And  this  application,  tho^ 
ic  feemed  to  take   little  notice  of  it  at  the  time, 
yet  he  afterwards  owned,  made  fuch  an  impreffion 
OB  him,  as  mightily  encouraged  him  to  profecutci 
ftediefign  which  he  foon  fo  happily  accompliflied. 
On  the   i8lh  of  November,  INIonk  began  hii 
torch  towards  England  ;  but  hearing,  by  the  way,' 
ftel  •  Lambert    was    art   Newcaftle    with    twelve 
Aoufand  men,  he  flopped   at  Coldflream,  near 
Berwick,    to  deliberate   what  was    to  be  done. 
Whife  he  lay  here,  he  difpatched  a  meflengcr  to 
Crail,  defirmg  Dr  Sharp  to  come  to  him  with  all 
Poffible  expedition,  as   he  had  fomething  of  the 
Ri^teft  importance  to   confult  with  him  upon. 
When  the  Doftor  arrived,  Monk  told  him  both 
^he  defign  and  uncertainty  of  his  undertaking,  as 
^e  ftood  in  doubt  of  the  inclinations  of  his  own 
^flfccrs,  and  Lambert,  his  avowed^enemy,  was  iii 
^hfe  neighbourhood,  with  a  fuperior  force.     Upon 
J'^hicb  Sharp  fell  to  work,  and  after  mature  weigh* 
jUg^  what  he  had  heard,    drew  up  a  declaration 
*n    Monk's  name,  (hewing  the  reafons  of  his  pre- 
^^ent  pofture,  and  propofed   march  into  England. 
^Vhich  declaration,  without  mentioning  the  King 
^r  his  intereft,  was  fo  accommodated  to  the  tem- 
pers of  all  the  contending  parties,  that,  being  read 
Uext  day  at  the  head  of  the  army,  it  confirmed* 

them 
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LETTER  them  all  in.  t^ieir  duty  and  obedience   to*  the'Ge-s 
XLIX.    ileral :  And  at  lad  reaching  Lambert's  head  quap- 
ierSy  it  wrought  fuch  an  effect  there,r  that  the  moft^ 
of  ^is  men  deferted  him,  and  either  joined  Mook^ 
or  went  over  to  Fairfax,  who  lay  at  York,,awK^ 
correfporided  with  Monk, 
•   So,  on  the  iirll  of  January  1 660, :  Monk  eater* 
ed  England,  with  thi&  additional  fupply  of  ftrei^ 
which  Dr  Sharp's  management  had  procured  ta 
bim,  and  without  encountering  any  oppofition,'  or 
difcovering  his  intentions  to  any  one  by  the  mjf 
he  marched  into  London  on  the  4th  of  Februaify 
and  took  up  his  lodgings  at  Whitehall.     Here  be 
was  careifed  and  courted  by  all  fides  ;  and  fome  of 
the  Preibyterian  minillers  of  Scotland  fent  upj)r 
Sharp,  whom  they  knew  he  had  an  efteem  for,  t» 
Aianage  their  matters   with  him.     Yet,  with ;  all 
this  feeming  command.  Monk  had  need  of  dl  hi» 
caution  and  courage  about  him.     The  Rump  put 
him  upon  federal  difagreeable  employments,  wludi 
he  artfully  executed^  without  any  dangerous  coo^ 
fcquence  to  his   own  defigns,  and  even  got  them 
to  pafs  a  vote,  on  the  23d  of  February,  for  a  ne* 
Parliament,  to  meet  on  the  25  th  of  April.    At  the 
fame  time,    he  procured  the  releafement  of  the 
Earls  of  Lauderdale  and  Lindfay,  and  the  reft  ^ 
the  King's  friends,  who  had  lien  in  prilbn  ma^l 
years,  and  were  all  liberated  on  the  3d  of  MarcU  \ 
as  was  likewife,  old  Bifhop  Wren  of  Ely^  w)^^ 
had  been  confined  in  the  tower  fince  1645. 

Thus,  by  playing  off  the  Rump's  artillery  agait^ 
themfelves,  and  now  and  then  fhewing  fome  f^ 
vourable  propenfity  to  the  other  fide,  he  by  (^ 
grees  brought  'his  main  point  to  a  proper  bearing 
For  on  the  i  oth  of  March  the  rebellious  engage 
ment^  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Commo^ 

wealed 
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r^th  without  a  King  or  Houfe  of  Lords  was  re-  lfiter 
sealed ;  and  on  the  i6rh  an  aft  paifed  for  diflblving  XLIX. 
kis  Parliament,  which  had  now  continued,  in  vari- 
ous forms^  fome  months  more  than  nineteen  years ; 
with  afpecial  provifo  in  the  a£t,  not  to  infringe  the 
rights  of  the  Upper  Houfe  any  longer.  This  was  in 
«ffe&  declaring  for  the  King,  and  accordingly-  hll^ 
ftends,  in  both  kingdoms,  ventured  now  to  ihew 
^Kmfelves  without  tear  or  referve.  His  Majefty 
had,  in  expectation  of  foihething  favourable,  left 
Coldgn  fome  time  ago,  and  was  r^fiding  at  Bre- 
ihin  Holland,  where  he  was  pubiickly  viraited 
ifon  by  deputations  from  all  parties.  From  £ng^ 
wd  the  Nobility  fent  fix,  the  Commons  twelve, 
ttd  the  city  of  London  fourteen,  as  a  committee 
ttr  offer  him  their  fubmiffion.  The  Prefbyterians 
te  of  that  nation  deputed  fome  of  the  mod  emi- 
nent of  their  divines  to  catch  his  favour  in  time, 
by  endeavouring  to  perfuade  him,  ^^  that  they 
^  had  always,  purfuant  to  the  obligation  of  the 

*  Covenant,  wiflied  his   Majefty  very  well,   that 

*  they  were  happy  to  hear  of  his  Majefty's  con- 

*  ftancy  in  the  Proteftant  religion  ;  that  for  them- 
^  felves  they   were  no   enemies  to  a   moderate 

*  Epifcopacy,  and  only  defired  not  to  be  prefled 
'  with  fuch  things  in  God's  worfhip,  as  by  many 
'  were  reckoned  indifferent,  and  by  tender  con- 
'  fciences  unlawful." 

About  the  beginning  of  May,  General  Monk 
9it  over  his  friend  Dr.  Sharp  to  inform  his  Ma^ 
fiy  of  the  ftate  of  affairs,  and  how  fuccefsfully 
>r  the  Royal  caufe  every  thing  was  going  on« 
^*lie  Dodor  was  gracioufly  received  on  fuch  a 
^^ome  errand,  and  tho'  he  was  commiilioned 
nlv  by  Monk,  to  whom  he  had  been  fent  up 
7  but  a  fmall  number    of  bis  brethren,  yet  in 

many 
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JUETTER  many  conferences  with  the  King^  he  took  the  op- 
XLIX.  poriunity  to  addrels   his  Majeity  in  name  of  the 

body  of  the  minillry  of  the  kirk  of  3cotiand,  urbicfca^    : 
he  laid,  ^'  had  perle vered  in  her  integrity  and  lof^  ^    ^ - 
^^  alty  in  all  revolutions/'  The  King  heard  all  witS    /*j: 
great  attention,  and  told  the  Dodor,  ^^  He  woulj    «',.,{ 
*^  relerve  a  full  communing  about  thefe  matters         r 
*'  till  his  coming  to  Englaiui.**  In  one  of  thefe cqdp     -. ;- j 
ferences  the  difcourfe  having  turned  upon  the  &     i-^-  ] 
vifions  between  the  RemonHraton  and  the  Pvik    \  -  \' 
Ke/olui  toners  J  which  had  fo  much  vexed  the  Kiog     t  :  - 
yhen  he  was  among  them  ;   and  his  Majefty  h}^     |  -    :j 
ing  a(ked.  What  (hould  be  done  with  theie  R^     1  -/ 
moailrators,  the  Dodor  anl'wered,  "  Tho'  it  be     ii ; : 
^^  not  tit  that  your  Majeily  give  them  countefiaiKtt     |.  -.^ 
•*  or  put  power  in  their   hands,  yet  I  think  wc     \,, 
-will  all  be  fuitors  to  your  Majefty,  that  pity  vsi     L .  K 
pardon  may  be  their  meafure."     To  which  the      j.  ■ 
King  with  a  Imile  replied,   "  Were  they  in  your      V.-- 
.*'  cafe,  ihey  would  not  allow  you  fuch  meafore;       ?j  --: 
*'  We  have  fulHciently  found  evidence  of  their 
^^  malice  againit  us,  1  pray  it  may  not  be  dtmgtA 
."  upon  them/'     And  indeed  it  is  not  to  be  voft- 
derea  at,  that  the  King  fliould  exprefs  hiinfeif  ui* 
fuch  a  way  about  a  let  of  men,  whofe  fadioas 
principles  he  was  fo  feniibly  acquainted  with,  an^ 
vrho  had  not  only  infulted  him  with  perlonal  i~ 
civilities,  but  had  likewile  by  their  turbulent  b 
jnours  been  the  ruin  of  the  belt  laid  fchemes  fo^ 
his  fuccels.     However,  to  give  all  the  general  £*— 
tisfadion  that  he  could,  conliftently  with  his  o*^^^ 
fentiments,  he  publilh^  a  declaration  in  HoUao<^ 
f^  Fromifmg  liberty  to  tender  coniciences,  that 
V  man  iball  be  dilquieted  or  called  in  queiti^'^ 
f*  for  difference  of  opinion  in  matters  of  reli^*'' 
♦*  on,  which  do  not  dillurb  the  peace  of  tlic  kxi^^ 
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^  iom,  and  that  he  (hall  be  ready  to  ratify  fuch  lettfr 
^*  afts  of  Parliament  as  fhall  upon  mature  delibe-  XLIX, 
**  ration  be  oflfered  to  him,  for  the  full  grantinpf 
**  that  indulgence."     This  was  going  as  far  as 
coold reafonably  be  defired  in  his  prefent  fituation, 
ad  could  not  but  give  content  to  all  who  wiftied 
to  fee  peace  and  quiet  once  more  reftored  to  the 
tnmbled  land.     Accordingly  the  Convention- Par- 
Kunent  having  in  confequence  of  the  former  vote 
net  at  Wi^ftminfter  on  the^5th  of  April,  and  fet- 
tled the  neceffary  preliminaries,  the  King  was  foi 
kmnly  proclaimed  in  prefence  of  both  Houfes  on' 
the  8th  of  May,  and  on  the  loth  a  day  of  public 
thankfgtving  was  joyfully  obferved   in  London, 
and  the  Common-prayer   again  read  before  the 
Lords.     And  now,  every  thing  being  thus  got 
Tcaidy,  his  Majefty  embarked  for  England  on  the 
13d  of  May,  was  met  at  Dover  on  the  25th  by 
General  Monk,  whom  he  cordially  embraced,  and 
on  the  29th,  being   his  birthday,  when  he  wa'i 
complete  30  years  of  age,  made  a  magnificent  en- 
try into  London,  amidlt  the  louJ  acclamations  of 
fcs  rejoicing  fubjects. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETfER 
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J?^^  5/*  ibe  King's  Re/loraiion  on  the  Church  jf 
England — —State  of  Jiffairs  in  Scotland 
Acts  of  Parliament  during  the  U/urpation  rt*    |i  n 
fcinded'— ^Patronages    reJiored—'^Loyal  Ad* 
drefs  from  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen— ^^emdl 

Dejire  ofEpifcopacy Four  Scottifb  Bijhops  m- 

fecrated  at  London-— Rejioration  of  Epi/a^ 
confirmed  by  Parliament'— Various  Ails  a^ainji 
the  Covenants^  and  in  favour  of  Epifcopal  G^ 
vernment. 


A.D  xd6o.  t"\^  ^^^  happv  reftoration  of  Charles  !!•  to  the 
\^  throne  ot  his  anceftors,  the  church  of  Eng- 
land immediately  revived,  and  recovered  the  fpte*' 
dour  of  her  former  legal  fettlement.    l^e  of  h^ 
Bifhops  had  furvived  the  late  calamities,  of  wbo^ 
the  worthy  Bifhop  of  London,  Dr,  Juxon,  ^^ 
had  attended  the  late  King  on  the  fcaffold,  "^^ 
preferred  to  the  See  of  Canterbury,  which  b^^ 
been  vacant  fince  Laud's  death.    The  other  ^6^% 
look  pofleiEon  of  their  former  fees,  and  the  r^  ^ 
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i  the  Bifliopficks  were  foon  regularly  filled  with  i.etter 
earned  and  able  Prelates.  The  King  too,  in  terms  L. 
of  his  declaration,  defired  a  conference  between 
I  feled  number  of  Epifcopal  clergy  and  Prelby- 
:crian  divines,  which  was  accordingly  begun  at 
4c  Savoy  on  the  25  th  of  March  next  year,  but 
broke  up  as  ufual,  without  any  accommodation. 
Only,  to  remove  fome  trivial  objeftions  made  by 
the  Prefbyterian  Dr.  Reynolds,  who  afterwards 
iccepted  a  Biflioprick,  the  Common  Prayer  was 
renewed,  and  amended  in  fome  few  improprieties 
3f  language,  and  with  the  addition  of  fome  gene- 
^  prayers  was  brought  to  the  form  in  which  it 
Us  remained  ever  fmce.* 

^^  Od  this  occafioD  Mr.  Robert  Baillie  cxprefTes  his  difap- 
sittment,  in  a  letter  of  Januaiy  31ft  1661 — ''  But  as  nothing 
h  perfediy  blefled  on  earth,  fome  water  was  quickly  poured  in 
the  wine  of  many  :  I  am  fure  in  mine,  as  I  exprc/Tcd  ic  in  a 
Qurp  and  free  letter  to  Lauderdale.  Bifhops  and  liturgies 
^re  every  where  (et  up  in  England  and  Ireland  without  con- 
:rulidion9  our  league  and  covenant  by  a  number  of  printed 
lamphleu  was  torn  to  pieces.  This  was  the  more  grievous, 
liat  at  the  beginning  it  appeared  moft  eafy  to  have  been  reme- 
Ued.  His  gracious  Majefty  was  ready  to  have  been  advifed 
iy  his  parliament.  The  leading  men  tKere  were  avowed  co- 
"enanters  and  prefbyterians.  Lauderdale  and  Mr.  Sharp,  both 
a  Breda  and  London,  had  very  much  of  the  King's  ear.-— « 
Mook  was  for  us  in  that  at  the  beginning,  firm  enough.  The 
aeen  and  her  party  was  on  our  fide.  The  Epifcopal  men 
{bndry  of  them  as  evil  as  before :  Bramhall,  Wren, 
Hcyltfiy  Thorodike,  Coiins,  Sydferf,  Hammond,  Pierce,  none 
3f  tbobeit  or  mod  orthodox :  Juxon  and  Duppa  fmally  learn- 
ed :  Sheldon,  Morley,  able  indeed,  and  very  wife  men.  But 
the  overturning  of  all  the  reformation  of  England  without  a 
contiary  petition,  to  me  was  ftrange,  and  very  grievous,  and  I 
iofpeft  we  know  not  yet  the  bottom  of  that  myftery.  I  wi(h 
all  our  friends,  Scots  and  English,  have  been  honeil  and  faith- 
^l  fore  they  have  not  been  fo  prudent  and  indu(trious  as  I 
^ink  they  (hould  have  been.'  From  this  account  it  ap|x:ars 
— tt  tlie   •*  Queen  and  the  papifts  were  on  the  fide  of  the  co- 

3  K  2  But 
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LETTEK      But  in  Scotland,  tho*  the  civil  eftabliflinrcrr/ 
L.      quickly  and  without  noife  followed  the  Englifli  eac- 
ample,  in  owning  the  reftoration  of  their  exileJ 
King,  yet  the  ufiairs   of  the  church  were  not  fo  . 
I'mooihly  and  fpeedily  refettlcd.     The   Prefbyteri- 
ans  here   had  long  been  the  prevailing  party.— 
Their  two   covenants   had   fcduced  moft  of  the    j 
people  either  by  perfuafion  or  terror,  and  the  (hat-    'i 
tercd  remains  of  the  Epifcopal  church  had  been    \ 
more  cruelly  perfecutcd  by  the  Scotch  Covenan- 
ters, than  the   Englifli  clergy  had  been  even  by 
Cromwell  and  his  independents^     Our  Bilbops  had 
been  early  driven  away  by  repeated  threats  and  a&s 
of  barbarity,  and  all  of  them  except  one  had  died 
before  the  late  King.     Of  the  leading  men  of  the 
nation,  feme  were  ftill  attached  to  their  old  en- 
gagements in  favour  of  Prelbytery,  and  others  were 
afraid  to  appear  too  forward  in  pufliing  a  change, 
as   being    uncertain   from   prcfent   circumftances 
"what  might  be  the  event,  and  unwilling  frompsft 
experience  to  rifque  the  refentment  of  former  op* 
prcflbrs.     Indeed  the  rupture  betw^een  the  Rem&fi^ 
/Iratofs  and  Rejolutioncrs  had  done  much  hurt  to 
the  common  caufe,  and  weakened  both  their  pov^^ 
and  influence  to  a  great  degree.     The  Rcfolutior^'^ 
en  were  thofe  whom  the  King  favoured  moft,  si^ 
being  more  moderate  and  pacific  than  the  others^ 
tho'  it  was  not  to   be  thought  that  either  party^ 
while  adhering  to  their   covenanting   principlcs^^ 
could  claim  or  expeft  much  favour  from  him. 

When  the  King  returned.  Dr.  Sharp  cait*^ 
over  to  London  about  the  fame  time,  and  was  ts^^ 
ployed  by  his  former  conftituents  to  manage  tbd^ 

•  vcnaniers ;"  And  we  fee  our  own  Bifhop  Sydferf  clafled  '^'gj^ 
fonic  of  the  created  namss  that  the  church  of  Eoolaad  bt>»^ 


OF    SCOTLAND.  445 

court.     In  the  courfe  of  this  employ- letter. 
informed  them  from  time  to  time,  how      L« 
ere  going  on  in  England,  and  what  little  ^^^^'v^J 
lere  was  of  continuing  a  kirk  fettlement 
d  upon  the  plan  of  the  Covenant.     The 
ans  too   in   England  wrote  to  the  bre- 
;,  under  diredion  to  Mr.  Robert  Doug- 
hers  at  Edinburgh,  giving  an  account 
wn  ftraitened  fuuation,  and  after  a  mix- 
ngratulations  and  fighs  they  tell  them^  Aug.  to. 
neral  ftream  and  current  here  is  for  the    *^^^'  * 
^lacy  in  all  its  pomp  and  height :  And 
re  it  cannot  be  hoped  for,  that  the  Pref« 
1  government  will  be  owned  as  the  pub« 
blifhment  of  this  nation,  while  the  tide 
ftrongly  the  other  way,  and  the  bare 
on  of  it  will  certainly  produce  a  mifchief, 
Papifts,  and  fedaries  of  all  forts,  will 
hemlelves  under  cover  of  fuch  a  favour  : 
ore,  no  courfe  feeraeth  likely  to  us  to 
religion  and  the  interefts  of  Chrift  Jefus 
rd,  but  by  making  Prefbytery  a  part  of 
blic  eftablifhment,  which  cannot  be  ef- 
but  by  moderating  and  reducing  Epifco- 
\  the  form  of  fynodical  government,  and 
ual   condefcendence  of  both  parties  in 
:fl*er  things,  which  come  within  the  lati- 
f  allowable  differences  in  the  church, 
all  we  can  at  prefent  hope  for,  and  if  we 
obtain  it,  ihould  account  it  a  mercy,  and 
ft   expedient  to  eafe  hisMajefty  in  his 
lifficulties  about  the  matters  of  religion : 
/e  hope,  none  that  fear  God,  and  feek 
ice  of  Zion,  will  interpret  this  to  be  any 
riation  from  our  principles,  or  apoftacy 
le  Covenant*** 

Of 
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R      Of  the  fame  date,  the  King  direfts  a  letter,  fu- 
perfigned  by  himfelf,  and  fubfcribed  Lauderdale, 

^  to  the  Pre(bytery  of  Edinburgh,  in  which,  ambng 
other  things,  he  fays,  **  We  do  alfo  refohre  to 
**  proteft  and  preferve  the   government  of  the 
**  Church  of  Scotland,  as  it  is  fettled  by  law,  with- 
^  out  violation,  and  to  countenance,  in  the  due 
"  exercife  of  their  functions,  ail  thofe  minifter^ 
**  who  (hall  behave  themfelves  dutifully  and  peace* 
^^  ably,  as  becometh  men  of  their  calling.    And 
"  we  do  expeft,  that  Church  Judicatories  in  Scot- 
^  land,  and  Minifters  there,  will  keep  within  th 
"  compafs  of  their  ftation,  meddling  only  wit 
**  matters  ecclefiaftical,   and  promoting  our  au.— 
"  thority  and  intereft  with  our  fubje&s,  againft 
•*  all  oppofers,*'  &c.     Dr  Sharp  was  the  bearer  c^f* 
both  thefe  letters,  and  with   them  he  delivered  up 
his  commiflion  to  his  employers,  from  whom  h^ 
never  received  any  other  truft  of  any  kind. 

While  the  bufinefs  of  the  church  was  thus  under 
deliberation,  the  Committee,  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  King's  laft  Parliament  at  Stirling'^ 
in  1651,  met  on  the  a^d  of  Auguft,  to  prepare 
matters  for  the  Parliament ;  and,  by  the  King'^ 
order,  the  Earl  of  Glencairn  prefided  in  it.     'iti^ 
convention,   among   other  things,  gave  orders  tc 
apprehend  ten  or  twelve  minifters  of  the  Remmp 
Irator  party,  who  had  met  at  Edinburgh,  and  ha 
drawn  up  a  new  remonftrance,  putting  the  Kir 
in  mind  of  the  Covenant,  which  he  had  folemr 
fworn  when  he  was  among  them,  and  dtelin 
his  having  any  power  or  authority  in  the  fc 
ment  of  the  church.     The   Committee   like 
fummoned  fundry  fufpefted  "perfons  to  appear 
fore  them,  and  find  bail  for  their  anfwering  i 
next  Parliament,  and  among  the  reft,  the 

aff 
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a^fXembly  clerk,  Johnfton  of  Warifton,  trho  fear-  letter 
in.g  th^  worft,  as  indeed  he  had  good  caufe,  wifely      L. 
^ptout  of  the  way,  and  was  declared  fugitive. 
On  the  firft  o/  January  1661,  the  Parliament 
down  at  Edinburgh,  General  Middleton,  now 
created  Earl  of  Middleton,  being  appointed  High 
Gommiifioner,  and  the  Earl  of  Glencaim,  Chan* 
^dlor,  in  the  room  of  the  Earl    of  Loudon.—* 
^Ajnong  the  firft  tranfadions  of  this  Parliament^ 
^w^  a  declaration,  "  that  there  is  no  obligation 
**  upon  Scotland,  by  covenant,  treaty  or  otherwife, 
to  endeavour  by  arms  a  reformation  in  England, 
*  or  to  meddle  with  the  adminiftration   of  that 
*'  kingdom  :     And  expreily  inhibiting  all  his  Ma« 
jefty's  fubjefts   from  prefuming,  upon  any  pre- 
text whatever,  to  require  the  renewing  or  fwear- 
ing-  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  or  any 
other  covenants  or  public  oaths,  concerning  the 
government  of  church  or  ftate,  without  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fpecial  warrant  and  approbation/'     But 
Ac  great  blow  given  to  the  covenanted  caufe,  was 
l>y  the  Refciffory  Aft,  as  it  is  called,  which  paffed 
on  the  28th  of  March,  '  Refcinding  and  annulling 
all  the  pretended  Parliaments  from  the  year  1638 
to  this  time,  becaufe  of  the  force  and  violence 
the  Sovereign  was  under  all  the  while/     The 
Trcafurer,  Lindfay,   now  become  Earl  of  Craw- 
ford, (by  the  death  of  Lodowick,  the  loyal  Earl 
^f  Crawford,  without  male-iflue)  ftrenuoufly  op- 
Pofcd  this  aft,  and  argued  long  and  keenly  iipon 
^e  point,  efpecially  in  fupport  of  their  favourite 
jf'^i'iiament  in  164 1,  where  the  late  King  was  pre- 
*^*lt  in  perfon  ;  pleading,  ^  That  to  annul  a  Par^ 
^    liament  was  a  terrible  precedent,  and  deftroyed 
^    ^he  whole  fecurity  of  government :  That  another 
Parliament  might  annul  the  prefent  Parliament, 
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LETTER  *  as  well  as  this  one  could  execute  what  was  noir 
L.      *  propofed :  So  no  ftop  could  be  made,  nor  anjr 
*  certainty  of  fixing  things  for  the  future.*     Nor- 
withftanding  of  this  oppofition,  the  aft  pafTed  by 
a  great  majority;  and  thereby,  the  govcmmcnf 
of  both  church  and  (late  was  again  fet  upon  the 
fame  footing  that  it  had  been  on,  when  the  Jatc 
troubles  began.     The  church  was  brought  back 
to  that '  fettlement  by  law,'  which  the  King  had 
in  his  eye  in  his  letter  of  Auguft  lad  :  And  the 
feveral  patrons  of  benefices  were  reftored  to  their 
legal  rights  of  prefentation,  which  had  been  wrcft- 
ed  from  them  by  the  violent  praftice  of  the  cov^ 
nanters,  and  that  praSice  aulhorifed  by  a  packed 
convention  after  the  murder  of  the  King  in  1649*      1 
In  confequencc  of  which  the  Parliament,  looking 
on  the  patrons  as  in  full  pofleflion  of  their  rights^ 
made  an  afl:  in  this  firft  feffion,  direfling,  "  ^^ 
**  patrons  in  all  time  coming  to  be  careful  that 
**  they  grant  prefentations  only  to  fuch  as  fcaU 
"  have  given   fufficient   evidence  of  their  piety* 
"  loyalty,  literature  and  peaceable  difpofition,  aO<* 
**  who  mall  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  before  tb^Y 
"  receive  the  prefentation.**     The  ad  further  n^^'^ 
rates,  that  his  Majefty  had  already  begun  to  er^^"* 
cifehis  right  by   granting  commiffion  tinder  tJ^^ 
great  feal,  about  prefentation  to  benefices  and  kirl^ 
of  his  Majefty*s  patronage. 

*  This  was  fpecious  declamatioilY.  But  his  Lordfhip  m\^^ 
have  looked  back  and  remembered  a  General  Aflemblyt  his  d^^ 
convention  of  1638,  which  had  refcinded  and  annuflcd  all  *^ 
prior  afTcroblieSy  and  even  fome  parliaments  too  of  30  years  flaC*^ 
mg  ;  and  in  which  he  himfelf  had  been  eminently  aAive  ^** 
fierce,  even  in  contempt  of  authority,  in  carrying  thro*  ^^^ 
**  Terrible  Precedent,"  which  he  is  n-^w  fo  eloquent  agai*^*' 
lirhcn  it  had  us^difputable  authoiity  op  its  fide. 
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The  palling  of  ihefe  afts  fo  early,  and  fo  eafily,  lbttbr 
as  highly  agreeable  to  the  wifer  part  of  the  na-  L. 
Dn,  and  by  taking  off  thefe  intermediate  encroach- 
lents  of  ufurpation  and  injuftice,  gave  a  freedom 
>  many  of  the  minifters  to  difcover  the  fentiments 
hich  they  had  been  fo  long  obliged  to  conceal, 
ad  to  exprefs  their  defire  of  and  tendency  towards 
more  orderly  fcheme  of  government  than  they 
ad  been  under  for  fome  time.  The  Synod  of 
Aberdeen  in  particular  openly  declared  themfelves, 
tid  drew  up  ^^  an  humble  addrels  to  his  Majef- 
ty's  high  Commiflioner,  and  the  high  court  of 
Parliament,"  in  which,  after  a  general  acknow- 
dgment  of  the  "  national  guiltinefs  of  Scotland 
in  the  finful  and  rebellious  affronts  and  wrongs 
pat  upon  Royal  authority,  whether  during 
the  reign  of  our  late  moft  gracious  Sovereign 
that  bleffed  martyr  Charles  the  firft,  or  fmce  his 
horrid  murder,  to  our  gracious  King  who  now 
in  the  Lord's  moft  wonderful  providence  reigns 
over  us,'*  they  come  to  a  particular  enumeration, 
id  fay :  **  Particularly  we  acknowledge  thefe 
bd  and  grievous  fins  to  be  lying  upon  the  land, 
namely,  the  rifing  in  arms  againft  the  King,  and 
preaching  up  the  lawfulnefs  of  defenfive  arms, 
by  fubjeds  againft  the  fupreme  Majefty,  which  is 
contrary  to  fcripture,  to  all  found  antiquity,  io 
the  conftant  pradice  of  the  primitive  church,  to 
die  judgment  of  all  orthodox  divines,  to  our 
own  national  confeffion  of  faith,  and  to  the  oath 
of  allegiance :  Popular  reformation  without,  much 
more  againft  the  King's  fpecial  confent  and  au- 
thority :  Affifting  the  King's  enemies  by  joining 
our  forces  with  them  when  in  rebellion  againft: 
him  :  Preaching  down  the  King's  caufe  and  in« 
tereft,  and  giving  out  a  paper  called  a  ^^  Seafona- 
VoL  IL  3  L  "  ble 
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v; 


ble  warning  for  delivering  up  the  King  at  NV 
caftle:'     Preaching  againft  the  relief  of  his]} 
jefty,  of  precious  memory,  when  he  was  a  fu£ 
ing  prifoner  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  wher& 
was  detained  till  the  ufurpers  brought  hiin 
the  fatal  block :  Putting  unjuft  limitations   ai 
reftridions  upon  our  gracious  King,  who  noxi 
by  God's  bleffing^  reigns  over  us  in  defpite  of  al 
open  or  veiled  enemies,  who  of  late  have  put  on 
the  robe  of  loyalty,  befldes  the  many  indignitiei 
put  upon  his  facred  perfon  by  a  factious  and 
treacherous  party  in  an  infamous  and  treafon- 
able  remonftrance :    The  oppofition  made  by 
thcfe  remonftrators  to  the  public  refolutions  (» 
both  King,   Church  and  State  for  the  juft  de- 
fence of  the  King,  religion,  honour,  and  all  that 
was  dear  to  men  and  chriftians,  when  the  lan^ 
was  invaded,  and  a  great  part  of  it  pofiefledb 
an  army  of  feftaries  from  England :    Excludif 
the  King's  intereft  out  of  the  ftate  of  the  quar 
between  his  Majefty's  own  army  and  that  uf 
per  and  tyrant  Oliver  Cromwell,  by  that  i 
mous  ad  of  the  Weft-kirk :   Forcing  the  Ki 
Majefty  being  then  in  their  power,rather  as  t 
ble  prifoner  than  a  free  King,  fore  againdhii 
to  fubfcribe  declarations  againft  himfelf  ar 
Royal  Family :  the  little  fympathy  with  hi 
jefty  in  his  fuflFerings  abroad :   The  finful  r 
of  duty,  for  fear  of  men,  in  not  praying  f 
in  public :  (inful  (ilence  in  not  preachinf 
lutely  againft  the  ufurpers :  Too  much 
compliance  with  them,  fitting  down  like 
under  the  burden,  and  being  like  £ph 
filly  dove  without  a  heart,  &c.     We  do  t 
conceive  that  now  God  calls  us  to  engag 
we  do  hereby  in  the  ftrengtb  of  God  en^ 
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»  never  to  be  acceflbry  to  any  difloyal  prin*LBTTER 
s  or  pradice,  but  to  preach  fubjeftion,  obe-  L. 
ice  and  fubmiffion,  and  to  prefs  the  fame 
1  the  word  of  God  upon  all  under  our  minify 
:  And  fince  it  hath  pleafed  the  King's  Ma* 
'  and  his  high  court  of  Parliament,  becaufe 
le  over-reaching  of  many  miniders  in  Scot- 
ia and  their  outftretching  of  Prelbyterial  go- 
unent  into  civil  concernments,  to  take  away 
refcind  all  laws  and  afts  whereby  the  go- 
iment  of  this  church  had  any  civil  authority ; 
it,  therefore  pleafe  the  commiffioner's  Grace 
the  high  court  of  Parliament  to  join  with 
1  this  our  earned  petition,  and  to  tranfmit  the 
;  to  his  facred  Majefty,  that  he  will  allow 
3  be  ftill  under  his  protedion,  and  that  he 
be  pleafed  in  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs  to 
;  the  government  of  this  rent  church  accord- 
:o  the  word  of  God,  and  the  pradkice  of  the 
ent  primitive  church,  in  fuch  a  way  as  may 
10ft  confiftent  with  Royal  authority,  and  may 
luce  mod  for  godlineis,  unity,  peace  and  or- 
and  for  a  learned,  godly,  peaceable  and 
1  minifb-y,  that  fhall  be  capable  and  willing 
rcferve  the  peace  of  the  three  nations.  This 
T  we  have  ordained  to  be  regillered  in  our 
d-books  of  Aberdeen,  adfuturam  rei  memorU 
and  in  tedimony  of  our  unanimity  herein, 
have  all  fubfcribed  it  with  our  hands,  at 
;'s  College,  this  i8th  daf  of  April,  i66i 
«/*     This  addrcfs,  from  fo  numerous  a  fy« 

IS  Cgned  by  Alexaoder  Rofs  miDifter  of  MoDimufk,  Mo- 
,  and  other  52  from  the  different  Prc(byterics  within  the 
of  whom  three  were  afterwards  advanced  to  the  epifco- 
T.  Arthur  Rofs  at  Kinnerny,  Mr.  John  Paterfon  at  Aber- 
id  bis  foa  of  die  fame  name  at  £lloO|  and  a  fourth,  Mr. 

3  L  2  nod 
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LETTER  nod,  deferves  to  be  taken  notice  of,  as  it  &  pitbeA 
L.  tically,  and  by  way  of  hiftorical  narrative^  def---.. 
cribes  the  fad  deflrudions  of  the  late  unhappy 
times ;  and  we  need  not  doubt  but  that,  coining 
from  fuch  a  refpedbable  body,  it  would  have  a  goo? 
deal  of  influence. 

Soon  after  this,  the  Parliament  wrote  a  mod  du« 
tiful  letter  to  the  King,  and  fent  up  the  chancellor   ; 
Glencaim,   and    Rothes  prefident  of  the  prifT    j 
council,  to  prefent  it,  and  give  his  Majefty  a  iuU    ; 
account  of  their  proceedings,  and  of  the  ftate  of 
affairs  in  Scotland.     Along  with  them  went  Dr. 
Sharp,  whom  laft  year  the  King  had  named  aot  , 
of  his  chaplains  for  Scotland,  with   a  penfion  of 
200L    (lerling,  and  now  called   up  to  court  for 
his  advice  about  the  fcttlement  of  the  church.— 
The  King  himfelf,  who  ftill  confulted  with  ScotA* 
men,  and  with  them  only,  about  Scottifh  afiair&,al^ 
ways  declared  it  to    be  his  own  opinion,  that,  as 
the  government  of  the  ftate  was  Monarchy,  fo  that 
of  the  church  fhould  be  Epifcopacy.     In   this  opi* 
nion  the  moft   of  the  Royalifts  now  joined ;  uad 
when  the  Chancellor  and  Dr.  Sharp  went  to  Lott* 
don,  they  reprefented  to  the  King  that,  whattfcr 
might  have  been  the  cafe  before,  the  violent  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Prefby terians  of  late  had  made  lucb 
an  alteration  in  peoples  tempers,  that  the  great* 
er  and  honefter  part  of  the  nation  would  now  be 
found  defirous  of  epifcopacy.     The  fynod  of  Abtf* 
deen,  thty  faid,  Dad  as  good  as  petitioned  for  i^ 
and  many  others  earneftly  wiflied  it,  tho'  the  pM 
they  had  taken  in  the  late  troubles  made  it  not  ^ 
nor  decent  for  them  to  move  too  much   in  iC 

George  Meldrum  at  Aberdeen^  turned  out  on  a  change  of  tim^ 
to  be  one  of  the  bittcreit  enemies  that  the  Epifcopai  churck  ha^ 
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>  prds  the  matter  home^  Dr.  Sharp  aflured  Lttrfia 
ig,  that  none  but  the  Remonfirators^  \rhom  L* 
jefty  knew  too  well,  would  be  againft  it, 
the  Refoluticfiersy  who  were  by  far  the  moft 
>us,  not  twenty  would  oppofe  it.  Befides 
^  the  intended  change  was  much  urged  and 
led  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Chancellor 
land,  and  by  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  Lord 
lant  of  Ireland,  two  as  good  fubjeds  and 
[  Counfellors  as  the  King  had. 
r  all  this  previous  confultation,  the  bufi^ 
IS  in  end  formally  propofed  in  a  Scots  coun* 
Vhitehall,  where  the  newly  created  Duke 
nilton,  who  had  married  the  firil  Duke's 
laughter,  and  Sir  Robert  Murray,  the  firft 
nt  of  the  lately  erefted  Royal  Society,  were 
3r  delaying  a  final  decifion,  till  the  King 
rther  fatisfied  about  the  inclinations  of  the 
But  the  Earls  of  Crawford  and  Lauder* 
wo  noted  Prelbyterians,  tho*  both  of  them 
\  office  under  the  Crown,  openly  declared 
It*  *  However,  the  refult  of  all  was,  that  a 
lould  be  written  to  the  privy  council  of 
id,  intimating  the  King's  intentions  for  re* 
epilcopacy,  and  demanding  their  advice 
it.  The  chancellor  Glencairn  brought 
this  letter,  and  ordered  it  to  be  read  the  firit 
It  the  council  met,  when  after  fome  fcrupu- 
bjedions  by  the  Earl  of  Kincardine  alone» 

t  writer  of  Archbifhop  Sharp's  life  tells  12S|  that  Laa« 
:oming  out  from  the  couocti,  and  meeting  the  dodor 
with  the  Ear)  of  Stirling,  (aid  to  him  with  ao  auftert 
d  threatning  gefiure,  "  Mr.  Sharp^  Biihops  yon  are  to 
o  Scotland,  and  you  are  to  be  Archbifhop  of  St*  An- 
; :  Bat  whoever  diall  be  the  man,  by  G— d  I  will  fmitt 
ifid  his  order  below  the  fifth  rib." 

about 


4C 


454        ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY 
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LET  PER  about  people's  humours,  and  the  hazard  of  being  ^ 
L.      too  haily,  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  to  concui^ 
with  his  Majefty's  intentions,  and  a  proclaiflatioc::;;; 
was  iffued,  declaring  it  to  be  ''  his  Majefty's  pl«^, 
*'  Aire  to  reftore  the  government  of  the  churcJi 

by  Archbifhops  and  Bifhops,  as  it  flood  fettletf 

in  the  year  1637.'* 

By  this  time,   Dr   Sharp  was  returned  from 
London,  about  the  end  of  Auguft,  with  inftnic- 
tions  from  the  King,  and  offers  to  fome  of  the 
leading  men  among  the  minifters,  particularly  to 
Mr   Robert  Douglas,  who,  tho*  he  decUnedtbc 
King's  offers  himfelf,  becaufe  of  his  age,  and  hat- 
ing dipped  fo  far  in  the  oaths  and  public  concerns 
of  the  late  times,  yet  told  Mr  Sharp,  that  "  if 
•*  he  who  was  young,  and  lay  not  under  fuch  cn- 
*'  gagements,  could  comply,  he  neither  could  nor 
•'  would  blame  him."     Accordingly,  in  Novem- 
ber, Dr  Sharp  was  called  up  again  to  London,  dS 
were   likewife   Mr  Andrew  Fairfowl,  minifterat 
Dunfe ;  Mr  James  Hamilton  at  Cambufhethan  > 
and  Mr  Robert  Leighton  at  Newbottle ;   all  o£ 
whom  his  Majefty  had  made  choice  of,   cither 
from  perfonal    knowledge,    or  fufficient    recom- 
mendation.    Thefe  four  were  all  confecrated,  as 
was  done  in  1 6 1  o,  and  for  the  fame  reafons  that 
occurred  then,  by  the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter  and 
two  other  Englifh  Bifhops,  and  were   nominated 
by  the  King  to  the  following  Sees  ;  Sharp  to  St. 
Andrews,  Fairfowl  to  Glafgow,  Hamilton  to  Gal- 
loway, and  Leighton  to  Dunblain.     The  dates  ox 
their   confecrarions  are    differently  related,    9xA 
feem  to  have  been  at  different  times  :  Only  tb^ 
would  appear  to  have  been  all  performed  (otC^ 
time  in  1661  :  For  there  is  a  proclamation  frc^^ 
the  Privy  Council  of  Scotland,  on  the  9th  of^^ 

uua 
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!62)  difcharging  all  ecclefiaftical  meetings  Lrrm 
^eries  and  Synods,  till  they  ihould  be      L. 
d  for  that  purpofe  by  the  Archbiihops  and 

ncurrence  of  circumftances,  which  could 
.  be  guarded  againft,    had  reduced  our 

0  the  neceflity  of  thus  applying  to  England 

1  time  for  aiTiftance.  Our  Bifhops  had 
reed,  by  the  fury  of  the  firft  covenant,  to 
3:uary  in  different  parts  of  England,  where 
r  indeed  promifed  them  his  protedion,  but 
me  time,  fignified  to  them  his  deflre,  that 
lid  hold  no  meetings,  nor  enter  into  any 
ical  confultation,  for  fear  of  irritating  the 
tents  at  home.  The  Bifhops,  therdPore, 
:hink  it  prudent,  by  any  ftep  that  might 
n  called  premature,  to  obftrud  the  pacific 
f  a  Sovereign,  who,  they  knew,  wifhed 
11,  and  under  all  the  hurtful  conceffions 
been  wrung  from  him,  flill  retained  an 

ate  regard  for  them  and  their  order.  In 
e  of  fufpenfe  and  expeflation,  and  before 
fs  power  was  wholly  broken,  they  all, 
ne,  died,  without  having  had  time,  or  in 
lation  thinking  it  incumbent  on  them,  to 
for  the  Epi^ropal  Succcflion.  On  the* 
nd,  the  Englifh  Bifhops,  befides  that  they 
t  fo  harafTed  in  their  perfons  as  ours  had 
id  the  advantage  of  being  a  more  numer- 
y  ;  as  we  have  feen,  that  though,  in  the 
the  ufurpation,  death  had  taken  away  as 
mniber  of  them  as  all  the  Bifhops  of  Scot* 
le  to,  there  were  flill  nine  of  ihcm  pre- 
>  refettle  their  own  church,  and  to  rebuild 

This 
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This  reftoration  of  Epifcopacy,    thus    bcmi 
upon  mature  advice,  and  after .  long  deliberation., 
was  confirmed  in  the  nert  Seilion  of  Parliament 
which  fat  down  on  the  8  th  of  May  16639  ^^  o 
which  the  very  firft   act  runs  thus :  *  Forafmu 

•  as  the  ordering  and  difpol'al  of  the  external'  ^ 
'  vernment  and  policy  of  the  church  doth  proper! 
^  belong  to  his  Majefly,  as  an  inherent  right 

•  the  crown,  by  virtue  of  his  royal  prerogative 

•  and  fupremacy  in  caufes  eccleHaftical/  and  tht 
proceeding  in  the  narrative,  to  mention  the  inj 
tices  and  exorbitancies  occafioned  by  throwing  o; 
the  Bifhops  and   Epifcopal  Government,  whicbs^^ 
they  fay,  they  find  '  to  be  the  church  govemmca^^^ 

•  mod  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  mod  con- 

•  venient  and    effeSual  f6r    the  prefervation  o:-: 
^  truth,  order,  and  unity,  and  mod  fuitable  t 

•  monarchy,  and  to  the  peace  and  order  of 

•  date  ;*    the   enafting  part  is    in  thefe 

•  Therefore  his  Majedy,  with  advice  and  confeni 
^  of  his  Edates  of  Parliament,  hath  thought  n 

•  ceflary,  and  accordingly  doth  hereby  redinte- 

•  grate  the  date  of  Bifhops  to  their  ancient  places, 

•  and  undoubted  privileges  and  jurifdidions,  and 

•  doth  hereby  redore  them  to  the  exercife  of  thdr 

•  Epifcopal  Funftion,   Prefidency  in  the  Church, 

•  Power  of  Ordination,  Infliding  of  Church  Ccn- 

•  fures,  and  all  other  ads  of  church  difcipline^ 

•  which  they  are  to  perform,  with  the  advice  and 

•  aifidance  of  fuch  of  the  clergy  as  they  (hall 

•  to  be  of  known  loyalty  and  prudence  :*  And 
another  claufe  of  this   a£t,  it  is  declared,   tha^  t 

•  Whatever  fliall  be  determined   by  his  Ms^'eftf""  , 

•  with  the  advice  of  the  Archbidiops  and  Bifhop^  ^ 

•  and  fuch  of  the  clergy  as  fliall  be  nominated  b 

^  his  Majedy,  in  the  external  government  andp 

Ifcy 
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*  fey  of  the  church,  (hall  be  valid  and  efle6lual ;'  lbtter 
diat  is,  (hall  have  the  force  of  a  law  of  the  land,      L. 
which  no  deed  can  have  without  the  King's  con* 
Oirrcnce.* 

In  coT^equence  of  this  ad,  EpiFcopacy  was  again 
nude  the  legal  church-eflablifhment  in  Scotland^ 
sdter  a  tumultuous  interruption  of  twenty  four 
ytxn.    The  four  lately  confecrated  Bifhops  now 
took  po(re(Iion  of  their  deftined  fees,  and  the  other 
t«i  Bifhopricks  were  foon  filled  with  proper  per- 
sons, by  canonical  confecration  from  their  hands. 
^iTie  fee  of  Edinburgh  was  given  to  the  worthy  Dn 
^Vilhart,  one  of  the  old  minifters  of  South-Leith, 
'^^Mio  had  been  deprived  and  imprifoned  for  his 
^^po(ition  to  the  firft  Covenant,  but  was  liberated 
3^  Montrofe  after  the  battle  of  Kilfyth,  arid  gett- 
^jQg  beyond  fea  attended  the  gallant  Marquis  as  his 
^^haphdm     The  fee  of  Aberdeen  was  conferred  on 
^Uother  fufferer,   Mr.   David  Mitchel,  who  had 

*  Thb  A^  of  Parliament  has  been  the  fubjeiSt  of  much  fneer 
nd  obloquy  from  the  Prefbyterian  Party^  who  exclaim  againft 
as  a  (aoilegious  encroachment  upon  the  intrinCc  powers  of  the 
'^church,  and  ridicule  the  Eptfcopai  Clergy  as  betrayers  of  the 
^rauie  of  Chridy  by  their  fubmitting  to  it^  and  thus,  they  fay, 
'^Niilding  their  ecclefiadical  fabric  upon  fuch  an  ErafHan  founda- 
ion.  Yet|  any  one  may  fee,  that  the  aSL  gives  the  church  no 
rights>  nor  meddles  in  the  lead  with  any  of  her  intrinfic 
inherent  powers  :  It  only  reftores  to  her  what  had  been  facri- 
oafly  taken  from  her  by  violence  and  injuflicc^  and  removes 
tlhBM  of  illegal  nfurpation,  in  order  to  niake  room  for  the  re- 
ftablifliment  of  the  old  Epifcopal  Government  and  Policy.  Be- 
,tfae  cry  of EralHanifm  comes  but  aukwardly  firom  thofe  who 
b  much  ftrefs  on  the  funous  Wcdminfter  aflembiy  of  divines 
laymen,  which  was  originally  called,  and  progrei£vely  di- 
and  controuled  in  all  their  confultations,  not  by  King 
Farliament  indeed,  but  by  a  Parliament  without  and  againlt 
Kingi  which  gave  them  all  their  orders,  and  exercifed  aa 
haflicaJ  fupremacy  with  as  Eradian  a  hand  as  any  King 
er  pretended  to* 

Vol.  11.  3  M  been 
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R  been   minifter    in  £dmburgh»  but  was  depoiecrr 
by  the  Aflfembly  of  163&,  for  reading  the  Service — 

^  book,  and  forced  to  flee  into  Engiamd  for  I 
The  CommifTioner  Middleton  got  his  own  parifli. 
minifter  of  Fettercaimy  Mr.  David  Strachan, 
nated  to  the  fee  of  Brechin,,  and  Mr.    Davk^ 
Fletcher  minifter  at  Melrofs,  to  the  fee  of 
Mr.  John  Paterfon  at  Aberdeen,  virho  had  iiid< 
after  much  hefitation  fubfcribed  the  (biemn 
but  was  ftill   a  quiet  peaceable  man,  was  inad« 
Biftiop  of  Rofs,  and  Mr.  Patrick  Forbes,  the  lo] 
and  orthodox  fon  of  a  turbulent  father   Forbes 

Alford,  Bilhop  of  Caithnefs,  both  on  Archbiflio| 

Sharp's  recommendation.     Mr.  George  Halibui — 
ton  minifter  at  Perth,  who  had  been  haraffed 
his  brethren,  but  protected  by  friends,  was 
ferred  to  Dunkeld,  and  Mr.  Murdoch  Mackenzi 
minifter  at  Elgin,  once  a  rigid  covenanter,  to  M< 
ray.   The  fee  of  the  Ifles  wa^  given  to  Mr.  Roberc 
Wallace,  minifter  at  Barnwell  in  the  (hire  of  Air, 
and  old  Biihop  Sydferf  was  tranflated  to  Orkney,  f 

f  [t  may  appear  ftrange  that  this  man,  being  the  only  flun- 
Tor  of  the  Epifcopal  order  before  the  troubles,  and  one  too  vbo 
feems  to  have  been  a  particular  butt  of  the  coTenanters  niafice^ 
was  not   adraoced  to  the  primacy,  or  at  leaft  reftored  to  In 
former  fee  of  Galloway.     Bat  when  we  conGder,  that  by  thif 
time  he  would  probably  be  an  old  man  (he  died  the  next  jev^ 
and  had  been  much  out  of  the  country  for  many  years,  fo  that  k 
mud  have  been  in  a  great  meafure  a  flranger  to  many  of  if 
tempers,  and  moftofthe  pcrfons  now  upon  the  fta^e,  and  coo 
quemly  not  fo  fit  to  manage  the  public  concerns  of  the  cbff 
at  fuch  a  critical  juncture,  nor  even  to  deal  properly  with 
crofs  humours  that  prevailed  in  theie  wefiem  parts,  we  ft 
rather  be  inclined  to  conclude,  that   whoever  were  the  ad 
or  difpofers  of  thcfe  allotments,  had  bell  confulted  the  g 
food  of  the  church  by  placing  a  pilot  of  Dr.  Sharp's  talr 
the  helm,   who  by  former  acouaintance  could  gain  of 
peaceable,  and  by  bis  lAivity  check  the  tronbleibiDe  par 
^d  nialecoDtcots. 
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But  this  legal  fcttlemcnt  was  not  the  only  fervice  LETTni 
Alt  this  Parliament  did  to  the  epifcopal  church  :     '  L, 
For  to  fecurc  her  againft  the  pernicious  effefts  of 
private  <x>venantings,  which  (he  had  fo  feverely 
UBirfed  under  already,  an  af):  was  paflfed  this  feU 
fioo,  requiring  all  {yerfons  in  public  tnift  or  oiHce 
te  fign  a  declaration,  ^^  That  it  is  unlawful  in  fub- 

*  jcfib,  upon  pretence  of  reformation,  or  on  any 

*  pretence  whiatever,  to  enter  into  leagues  and  co- 

*  lenants,  or  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  King  or 

*  thofe  commiflioned  by  him :    That  paniculariy 

*  di^  two  oaths'commonly  called  the  National  Co^ 
^  ttfiitfwf  begun  in  1638,  and  the  Solemn  League 
^  mid  Covenant  m  1643,  ^^^^  and  are  in  them- 
^  felfes  unlawful  oaths,  taken   by  and  impofed 

*  uponi  the  fubje£bs  of  this  kingdom  againu  the 
^  fiiiidamental  laws  and   liberties  of  the  fame  : 

*  And  that  there  lieth  no  obligation  on  me  or  any 

*  other  fubjeft,  from  thefe  oaths,  to  endeavour 
^  any  change  or  alteration  of  the  government  ei- 
^  ther  in  church  or  ftate,  as  it  is  now   efta!)li(hed 

*  by  the  laws  of  this  kingdom/'  The  Engliih 
paruament  had  gone  before  ours  in  this  bufmefs : 
ror  in  May  laft  year  they  made  an  order  for  burn- 
ing the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant  by  the  hands 
of  the  haiigman,  which  was  executed  accordingly 
on  the  2^(1  in  London,  and  foon  after  over  all  Eng- 
land* And  no  wonder  that  both  nations  (hould 
thus  Join  in  teftifying  their  abhorrence  of  that  hy- 
pocritical bond  of  iniquity,  which,  tho'  in  a  fit  of 
enthufiaftic  madnefs  they  had  been  decoyed  into, 
under  a  ma(k  of  fuperior  godlinefs,  they  had  both 
feen  and  felt  the  difmal  fruits  of,  in  a  torrent  of 
.Mood  and  defolation,  from  which  nothing  but  the 
merciful  hand  of  God  could  have  in  fuch  a  gentle 
but    wonderful  manner    delivered   them.      Yet 

3  M  2  this 
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LETTEF  this  national  teftimony  againfl  it  did  not'give  tsni-^ 
L.      verfal  fatisfadion.     For  fome  of  the  moft   rigicf 
fons  of  the  covenant  went  out  of  office,  rather  than 
fign  the  declaration,  which  they  detefted  as  a  re- 
nouncing their  facred  vows ;  and  among  the  reft 
the  treafurer  Crawford  refigned  the  white  ftafii 
and  Sir  James  Dalyrmple  of  Stair  gave   up  his 
place  of  a  Lord  of  feilion,  but  was  atterwards  re- 
conciled to  the  declaration,  and  kept  his  poft  till 
he  faw  a  change  of  times  appearing  more  to  his 
mind. 

Befides  this  aft  againfl  the  covenants,  our  p«r« 
liament  in  this  feilion  took   under  confideration, 
another  matter  of  church   concern,  with  a  view 
to  infure  the  regularity  and  due  fubordination^of 
the  inferior  miniflry  in  time  coming.     It  appear- 
ed that  a  great  many  kirks  and  benefices  were  pof- 
feifed  by  incumbents,  who  had  intruded  them- 
felves  into  them,  either  by  main  force  in  the  days 
of  their  power,  or  under  colour  of  the  pretended 
law  of  1649,  ^^^  ^^'^  drew  the  rents  and  profits 
of  them,  in  manifefl  violation  of  the  ftanding 
rights  of  patronage,  and  to  the  detriment  of  both 
King  and  fubjed.     To  remedy  this  injury,  an  zSt 
pafTed  about  the  middle  of  May  in  thefe  terms ; 
The  King's  moft  excellent  Maiefly,  confidering 
that,   notwithflanding  the  right  of  patronages 
be  duly  fettled  and  eflablilhed  by  the  ancient 
and  fundamental  laws  and  conflitutions  of  this 
kingdom,  yet  divers  miniflers  of  this   church 
have  and  do  po0efs  benefices   and   flipends  in 
their  refpeftive  cures,  without  any  right  or  pre* 
fentation   to  the  fame  from  the  patrons  ;  and 
it  being  therefore  mofl    jufl   that  the   lawful 
and   undoubted  Patrons    of   Kirks  be   reftor- 
ed  to  the  poflefTion  of  the  right  of  their  reipco* 
^  tive  advocations,    donations  and  patronages: 
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Therefore  his  Majefty^  with  advice  and  confent  of  lbttbe 
his  eftates  of  Parliament,  doth  ftatute  and  or-  L* 
dain,  that  all  thefe  miniilers  who  entered  to  the 
cure  of  any  pariih  in  burgh  or  land  within  this 
kingdom,  in  or  (ince  the  year  1649,  when  the 
patrons  were  mod  injurioufly  difpoiTeiTed  of 
their  patronages,  have  no  right  unto,  nor  fhalf 
recdve,  uplift,  not  poffefs  the  rents  of  any  be- 
nefice, modified  (lipends,  manfe  or  glebe  for  this 
prefent  crop  1662,  nor  any  year  following,  but 
their  places,  beneHces  and  kirks  are  ipfo  jure 
vacant :  Yet  his  Majefty,  to  evidence  his  willing-^ 
neis  to  pais  by  and  cover  the  mifcarriages  of 
his  people,  doth  with  ad\ice  forefaid  declare, 
that  this^  ad  (hall  not  be  prejudicial  to  any  of 
thefe  miniilers  in  what  they  have  polTefied  or- 
is due  to  them  fmce  their  admiflion,  and  that 
every  fuch  minifter  who  (hall  obtain  a  prefen- 
tation  from  the  lawful  patron,  and  have  colla- 
tion  from  the  Bifliop  of  the  diocefs  where  he 
liveth,  betwixt  and  the  20th  day  of  September 
next  to  come,  (hall  thenceforth  have  right  to 
and  enjoy  his  kirk,  benefice,  manfe  and  glebe, 
as  fiiUy  and  freely  as  if  he  had  been  lawfully 
prefented  and  admitted  thereto  at  his  firft  entry, 
or  as  any  minifter  within  the  kingdom  doth  or 
xnay  do  :  And  for  that  end  it  is  hereby  ordain- 
ed, that  the  refpedivc  patrons  ihall  give  prefen- 
tetions  to  all  the  prefent  incumbents  who  fball 
in  due  time  make  application  to  them  for  the 
£ime.  And  in  cafe  any  of  thefe  kirks  (hall  not 
lie  thus  duly  provided  for  before  the  laid  20th 
m^i  September,  then  the  patron  fhall  have  free- 
dom to  prefent  another  betwixt  and  the  20th 
^y  of  March  1 663,  which  if  he  Ihall  refufe  or 
reeled,  the  prefentation  ihall  then  fall  to  the 
.  3iuiop  jure  dcvoluto^  according  to  former  laws, 

*  And 
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UTTER  ^  And  ficklike  his  Majefty,  with  advice  fordaid^  ^ 
L.     ^  doth  ftatute  and  ordain  the  Archbifliops  and  Bi-^ 
'  (bops  to  have  power  of  new  admiflion  and  coUa-  j 

*  tion  to  all  fuch  kirks  and  benefices  as  belong  t^ 

*  their  refpedive  fees,  and  which    have    vaue^ 
^  fince  the  year  1637,  and  to  be  careful  to  phn.^ 

*  and  provide  thefe  their  own  kirks  conform  tea 

*  this  aft." 
I  have  fet  down  this  famous  ftatute  at  full  length.  ^ 

as  it  was  attended  with  important  confequ 
Such  of  the  incumbents  as  were  willing  to 
ply  with  the    ad,  which  moft  in  the  North*coaxL.a 
try  were,  and   had  received  Epifcopal  ordination^ 
were  readily  admitted  on  their  timely  applicatio^r: 
to  the  patron  and    Bifhop   for  their  lefpefiir^^ 
authorities.     Others  who    had  entered  with  ok*. 
ders  only  from  the  Prefbyteries,  or  as  fome  did,  at 
their  own  hands,  without  any  formal  ordination  af 
all,   either  were  ordained  anew  by  the  Bifliops, 
which  mightily  offended  the  outflanders ;  or  where 
circumftances  appeared  favourable,  were  received 
on  their  fubmiflion   and  fwearing   canonical  ob^ 
dience  to  the  Bifhop,  and  by  him  empowered  td 
exercife  the  office  and  function  of  Prefbytert  in 
the  church,  according  to  the  prefent  conftitutiovu 
But  in  the  South  and  Weft,  the  moft  of  thtfe  il- 
legal intruders  being  men  of  the  moft  rigid  ftampi 
and  either  fufpeding  the  malignancy  of  the  patrons, 
or    not  willing  to  come   under  any  dependence 
upon  Bifhops  whom  their  Covenants  had  abjured) 
turned  obftinate,  and  refufed  to  take  the  •  belief 
of  the  aft  by  the  time   prefixed^     And  therefor 
the  privy-council,  meeting  at  Glafgow  after  tl^ 
term  was  expired,  in  purfuance  of  the  defign    ^ 
the  aft  of  Parliament,  made  an  aft  declaring     ^ 
fuch  kirks  ipfofaiio  vacant,  and  requiring  th^^ 
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ib  be  planted  anew  before  the  20th  of  March,  ia  LFmat 
terms  of  the  ftatute.  L. 

Immediately  upon  the  publication  of  this  a£l  of 
cooncit,  thefe  men  did  not  wait  a  legal  execution 
<rf  eje&ion,  but  of  themfelves  forbore  the  excr* 
cife  of  their  miniihy,  and  deferted  their  flocks : 
And  this,  it  was  thought,  they  did  out  of  a  pre« 
AiiDptuous  conceit  that  the  church  could  not  be 
^cnred  without  them,  and  that  ere  long  the  admi- 
^^iSration  would  be  obliged  to  yield  to  them,  and 
^Tcn  court  them  to  return  to  their  charges*     But 
^licy  were  miftaken,  and  feveral   of  them  did  in 
^nd  blame  themfelves,  and  were  blamed  by  the 
^Hore  judicious  of  their  party,  for  being  fo  unrea- 
^bnabiY  ftiff,  or  fo  foblilhly  tame,  in  throwing  up 
%iieir  kirks  without  fomething  of  their  wonted 
^qipofition*     However  they  bawled  out,   as  their 
Tors  do   to  this  day,  againfl  the  arbitrary 
of  this  Ad:  of  Glafgow,  as  it  is  called,  for- 
Igetting,  in  the  mean  time,  their  own  many  zQtt 
lU  Glaljjow,  twenty  four  years  before,  which  were 
cquaHy  cruel,  and  far  more  unjuft,  than  what  was 
4ione  at  this  time.     For  with  what  little  (hew  c^ 
other  reafon  or  equity  they  made,  or  make,  fuch 
tragical  exclamations,  will   readily  appear  from 
tbm  9&  itfel£     The  Parliament  meddles  not  with 
'Am  minifterial  charader,  either  as  Prefbyterians, 
oc  of  any  other  denomination :  It  only  declares, 
ygtuit  was  matter  of  fad,  that  they  had  taken  and 
keeping  pofleflion  of  houfes,  and  lands,  and 
rhidi  certainly  are  matters  o  f  parliamentary 
<ognizance,  without  any  juft  title,  and  in  open 
^wbtion  of  another   party's  rights;    and  at  the 
jQune  time,  by  an  extraordinary  and   unmerited 
^afb  of  royal  clemency,  it  puts  them  in  an  eafy  way 
<3f  legally  keeping,  hold  of  what  they  had  illegally 

feized. 


4^4       ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY 

LETTER  feized.  If  they  could  not,  or  would  not,  compi 
L.  with  the  prefcribed  terms  of  making  out  a  ju! 
title,  they  were  in  no  better  condition  than  rol 
bers,  as  it  were,  of  a  wrecked  Ihip,  and  the  wi 
dom  of  the  nation,  when  providing  for  a  genen 
reftoration  of  property  and  privilege,  could  not  ii 
juftice  deviate  from  the  intended  plan,  to  pleaf 
the  humours  or  confciences  of  a  few  particula 
malecontents. 

It  happened  unluckily  too,  that  our  outllander 
here  had  before  their  eyes  the  example  of  thai 
Prefbyterian  brethren  in  England,  who  had  been 
by  the  Parliament  of  that  nation,  laid  under  th< 
iame  reflridions,  and  required  to  comply  with  thi 
enjoined  terms  before  St.  Bartholomew's  dayo 
this  year,  which  many  of  them  had  refufed,  an( 
in  confequence  were  now  ejefted.  This  conjunc 
tion  in  fuffering,  as  it  was  called,  upon  the  fami 
principles,  and  happening  much  about  one  time 
mutually  foftered  the  furly  humour  in  both  nations 
and  gave  additional  (Irength  to  the  difaffe&ed  part] 
in  Scotland^  Yet  our  adminiftration  went  oi 
leifurely  indeed,  but  by  regular  fteps,  in  profecu 
tion  of  the  meafures  which  had  been  adopted 
For  in  the  third  Seffion  of  this  Parliament,  whid 
began  on  the  1 8  th  of  June  1663,  and  where  th( 
£arl  of  Rothes  was  CommifTioner,  in  place  of  th< 
Earl  of  Middleton,  the  Lords  of  the  Articles,  wh< 
had  been  a  (landing  branch  of  our  pailiamentarj 
conftitution,  but  difufed  in  the  late  confiifiont 
were  now  reftored,  and  the  Bifhops  again  appoint 
ed  to  be  an  eifential  part  of  that  preparatory  Com 
mittee.  At  the  fame  time,  an  order  was  mad< 
for  regulating  the  meetings  of  the  national  Synods 
or,  as  it  is  called  in  England,  the  Convocation  d 
the  Church  of  Scotland ;  and  an  a£k  pafled^  ^  Thit 
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'  this  Synod  (hall  confift  of  the  two  Archbi(hops  mrrfia 
^  and  thdr  Suffragans,  all  the  Deans  and  Arch-  L. 
'  deacons^  the  fixed  Moderators,  along  with  one 
Minifter  of  every  Prefbytery,  and  one  Commi£» 
lioner  from  each  of  the  four  Univerfitisg  :  That 
the  Synod,  thus  conflituted,  is  to  meet  at  fuch 
places  and  times  as  his  Majefty  by  proclamation 
ihall  appoint,  and  is  to  debate,  treat,  confider, 
confult,  conclude,  and  determine  upon  fuch 
pious  matters,  caufes,  and  things,  concerning 
the  dodrine,  worfliip,  difcipline,  and  govern- 
ment of  this  church,  as  his  Majefty  (hail,  frotn 
time  to  time,  under  his  royal  hand,  deliver,  or 
cauTe  to  be  delivered,  to  the  Archbi(hop  of  Sl 
Andrews,  Prefident  of  the  faid  National  AfTem* 
bly,  to  be  by  him  offered  to  their  confideration : 
Xhat  unlefs  his  Majefty  or  his  Commidloner  be 
prelent,  no  national  affembly  can  be  held :  And 
that  no  a&,  c^on,  order,  or  ordinance,  (hall 
be  owned  as  an  ad  of  the  national  Synod  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  but  fuch  as  (hall  have  been 
ooniidered,  confulted,  and  agreed  upon  by  the 
Prefident  and  major  part  of  the  metnbers  above 
Cyccified/ 

J  am,  &q. 
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AecowaftheFakh^  Worjhip^  And  DiJcipUm  rftit 
Scoitijh  Cbutcb  after  the  Rejioratibn — --hfur^ 
regions  among    the  Ccvenaniers^-^^^^-^indulggna 
granfed^^'^'-'^^Afertory  AS  pqffid^'^''^EJiQi  cf 

bfftlh'^^-^^Murder  cf  Arcbbijbop  Sbarp Ac^ 

count  of  the  Tefi  Oatb-^-'^And  of  tbe  Rjeh»^ 
l^lot Deatb  tfCbarks  II. 


WE  have  now  feen  the  Scottish  Church  oiu^ 
more  i^voured  with  a  legal  eftablifhment^ 
and  put  in  pofleffion  of  all  tbofe  privileges  whict^ 
might  aflift  her  as  an  important  branch   of  dvil^ 
fociety,  in  preferving  peace,  order,  and   regular!-^ 
ty,  among  all  the  members  of  that  fociety.    By^ 
the  care  and  cautious  management  of  the  Bifhops, 
the  Epifcopal  Govemtnent  foon  became  g;enfcrally 
acceptable,  and  was  for  the  mod  part  cnearfuUy 
fubmitted  to  by  the  people.f    All  the  moderate 

*  Etco  Dr.  Bnrnety  Bifhop  of  Saraniy  who  knew  them  vdl» 
as  having  been  many  years  profeflbr  of  divinity  at  Glaigow  iwdcr 
their  jOfenunenti  in  his  pimcc  to  the  life  of  the  worthy  Iiift 

Preibyteriantt 
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'refbyterians,  even  Mr  Robert  Douglas  hirafelf,  letter; 

QBce  fugh  an  eminem  promoter  of  their  c.ufe^  at-     LI^ 

tjpiujed  the  ^pUcopal  worflup  and  cqminunioa  ia  yry>i^ 

'^e  pariih  idrfc^    For  hitherto,  there  was  no  ex-^ 

Wffraaii  ha4|e  of  diftinrdion  betweep  the  two  parties^ 

Stiver  in  £uth,  worlhip,  or  difcipUne.    Tne  old 

<^onfd^9n  of  Faith,    drawn  up  by  our  firfl  re« 

^rmen,  and  ratified  in  1567,  had  ail  along  been 

the  receiv^  ftandard  of  dodrine  to  both,  tbo'  the 

7ire(byterians  had  of  late  introduced  the  Weibimu 

^er  Coofeffipn,  in  many  poipts  different  iVom  it^ 

9od  ia  fome  even  contrary  to  it.    There  was  na 

lituray,  or  appointed  form  of  prayer  in  the  public 

'worudp,  the  late  oppofition  having  diIcourage4 

^Bj  fi^w  attempt  that  way.    Many,  indeed,  of  thcf 

ffufcqpal  clergy  compiled  forms  to  be  ufed  by 

^UeQifelvef  in  their  particular  congregations,  with 

fome  petitions  ;md  colleds  taken  out  of  the  Englifh 

Book ;  aQd  all  of  them  uniformly  concluded  their 

prayers  with  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  their  Anting 

with  the  Doxology,  both  which  the  zealots  of  the 

gther  iide  decried,    as  fuperftitious  and  formal* 

The  twp  lacraments  were  adminiftered  by  both 

moftiy  in  the  fame  manner,  without  kneeUng  at 

the  one,  or  figning  with  the  fign  of  the  crofs  in  the 

Dther  i  only  in  baptifm,  the  Epifcopal  clergy  rfr- 

qoir^  th^  Apoftles'  Creed,  and  the  Prefbyterians, 

in  gemral,  the  Weftminfter  Confeifion,  and  foQVe 

Biihop  Bedell  of  Kilmore,  fpeaks  well  of  all  our  Scottifh  Bi« 
ftm  whom  he  was  particularly  acquainted  with,  *  as  hanng,  he 
^  uySj  Mkrred  among  them  as  great  and  exemplary  things  as 
*  9116  to  be  met  with  in  all  ecclefiaiHcal  hiftory."  And  tbo'  in 
fome  of  his  other  writings  he  appears  to  have  changed  his  fentt* 
menUi  and  lets  them  out  in  a  lefs  favourable  light,  this  may  bs 
as  moch  owing  to  the  new  run  of  political  principles  which  he 
had  begun  to  imbibe,  and  was  afterwards  (b  confpicuous  for,  as  to 
aay  demerita  ia  tbo  men,  or  real  miftake  in  their  condudt 
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tlTTEit  of  the  more  rigid  of  them,  the  Solethn  League  isA 
LI.     Covenant,  to  be  the  model  of  the  child's  religloiii 
education.     And  then,  with  regard  to  difcipUnei 
the  eftablifhment  had  their  Kirk  Seffions,  as  the 
Prdbyterians   have  at  prefent;    they    had    thdr 
Prefbyteries,  where  fome  experienced  minifter,  of 
the  Bifhop'g  nomination,  was  moderator;    thqf 
had  their  Diocefan  Synods,  in  which  the  Bifliop 
6f  the  Diocefs  in  perfon,  or  one  by  his  expreis  ap- 
pointment, prefided ;  and  they  might  have  had 
their  National  Synods  or  General  AiTemblies  too^ 
tinder  certain  regulations,  if  the  King  had  found 
it  proper  either  to  call  or  allow  them.     And  that 
the  King,  or  fupremc  Magiftrate,  has  power  to 
ullow  or  prohibit  conventions  of  the  lieges,  as  to 
him  fhall  feem  expedient,  muft  be  acknowledged 
by  all  who  refpeft  the  prerogatives  of  Majefty,  or 
the  neceffary  powers  or  government. 

No  doubt,  in  the  primitive  church  of  the  three 
firft  centuries,    the  neighbouring  Bifhops  often 
met  together,    and  confuhed  among  themfei?ei» 
about  the  common  interefts  of  religion,  by  vinue 
of  the  purely  fpiritual  powers  committed  to  thaft* 
But  between  that  old  ecclefiaftical  conftitudoo^ 
and  the  times  we  are  fpeaking  of,  there  could  no^ 
but  be  a  confiderable  difierence  in  point  of  extcr^^ 
nal  polity,  as  it  will  be  acknowledged,  that  tb^ 
protedion  and  encouragement  given  by  the  dv^ 
rulers  to  the  church  has  a  title  to  fuch  degrees  oP 
fubmiflion  from  the  church  as  ihe    may  grants 
without  materially  hurting  4ier  radical  powers^  <R^ 
departing  from  her  original  foundaticm.      Such^ 
was  the  fituation  of  the  church  in  general  when  ct-* 
tabliflied  under  the  Roman  Empire,  while  it  ftoodytf 
and  of  the  particular  churches  in  the  various  king>-^ 
doms  which  progreiBvely  broke  off  from  it,  be-" 

fored 
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fere  the  papal  pretenfions  had  rifen  to  the  height  LETTEm 
of  modem  encroachment ;  and  fuch  was  the  fitiia«      LL 
tioii  of  the  church  here,  when  flie  emerged  from  C^vxJ 
beneath  the  deluge  which  the  torrent  of  the  cove- 
Mot  had  brought  upon  her.    The  King  claimed 
tile   privilege  of    convocating  a    General    AC* 
ftmbly  or  council  of  the  church  in  his  narrow 
Idngdom  of  Scotland,  as  the  chriftian  Emperors 
had  done  of  calling  general  councils  in  their  €x- 
tenfive  dominions ;  a  privilege  which  all  Protef* 
tant  writers  agree  in  yielding  to  the  Sovereign, 
as  belonging,  not  to  his  chmlianity,   but  to  hit 
crown* 

What  reafons  this  King  might  have  had,  for 
not  calling  fuch  an  Afiembly  in  all  his  reign, 
needs  not  be  inquired  into  at  prefent.  It  may 
be  prefumed  that  the  Bifliops  faw  no  immediate 
neceflity  for  fuch  national  conventions,  fmce  they 
were'  allowed  full  freedom  in  their  inferior  judi- 
catories, and  had  (landing  regulations  both  cccle- 
fiaftical  and  civil,  whereby  to  direct  their  govern- 
ment of  the  church.  Befides,  they  had  h*equent 
meetings  among  themfelves  about  church  matters, 
according  to  the  pradice  of  the  early  ages,  when 
it  is  certain  the  Bifhops  met  here  and  there  as  was 
conyenient,  without  thefe  tumultuous  conventions 
of  Preibyters,  which  the  reformed  fyftem,  efpeci- 
ally  in  Scotland,  brought  along  with  it.  And  the 
King  himfelf,  with  all  his  claims  of  fupremacy, 
whether  juft  or  not,  was  (till  inclined  to  counte- 
nance the  Biihops,  and  to  preferve  to  them  their 
due  fuperiority  over  the  Prefbyters,  with  all  fuch 
immunities  and  privileges  belonging  to  their  or- 
der as  were  confident  with  their  con{titut!onal 
incoiporation  into  the  flate.  For  there  are  ex- 
tant uuidry  letters  of  different  dates  from  the  Earl 

of 
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UTTER  of  Lauderdale^  the  King's  great  fii^omin^  t 
LL  ArchbUhop  Sharp,  afiuring  him  of  the  Kin^%  u 
folutions  to  name  no  BiOiops  to  vacant  feea»  h^ 
(uch  as  (hould  be  recommended  by  the  two  Ar^ 
bifliops  in  their  refpe£tive  provinces,  and  tkerc^ 
varniog  his  Grace  to  be  very  diligent  and  cai: 
tious  in  hi&  recommendations.  How  far  Lauctei 
dale,  who  had  been  once  a  violent  covenants 
and  is  varioufly  fpoken  of  by  the  hiftoriana  c 
thofe  times,  was  fmcere  in  his  profeffioas  of  kiik 
pels  to  Epifcopacy,  may  be  flill  a  matter  of  doatME 
But  fo  it  was  in  tad,  that  for  a  whil^  he  did  foadi 
fuch  profeilions,  and  by  thefe  means,  of  conda 
cenAon  on  the  King's  fide,  and  attenti<m  to  dut 
on  the  part  of  the  Bifhops,  matters  were  kff 
tolerably  quiet  for  fome  years  after  the  refton 
tion. 

But  the  fiame  of  the  Covenant  was  only  fiM 
thered  a  little,  not  quite  extinguiflied.  Thai 
was  {till  a  remainder  of  the  furious  Revwn^al$i 
£idion,  whom  no  laws  could  reftrain,  and  in 
gentlenefs  mollify.  And  tho'  the  terms  of  con 
munion  with  Epifcopacy  were  made  fo  eafy,  (a 
Mr.  Honeyman  Archdeacon  of  St«  Andrews,  aiUtt 
wards  Biibop  of  Orkney,  (hewed  to  the  world  il 
a  publication  of  his  at  ttuit  time j  that  Mr.  Call 
my,  one  of  the  mod  fenfible  Prefbyierians  il 
England,  faid  when  he  read  it,  ^  What  wouli 
^^  our  brethren  in  Scotland  be  at,  or  what  WQttt 
^^  they  have  ?  Would  to  God  we  had  thefe  d 
^^  fers."  Tet  his  Scottifh  brethren  made  ligt 
of  thefe  offers,  and  were  refolved  never  to  h 
iatisfied.  For  in  1666  they  broke  out  into  <^ 
rebellion,  took  up  arms  in  great  numbers,  gn 
defiance  to  government,  renewed  their  Covcoanl 
afreih  in  all  the  bigotry  and  emhufiafm  of  than 

aoi 
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iBid  committed  many  afts  of  hollility  and  cruelty  LETTKit 
ttpon  the  King's  loyal  fubjefts.  At  laft,  having  Lt^ 
in  Adr  preaching  rambles  thro*  the  country  fwel- 
kd  to  the  number  of  two  thoufand,  they  conceiv- 
ed fuch  an  opiiuon  of  their  own  (trength,  as  to 
tenture  an  engagement  with  the  King's  troops  on 
die  27th  of  November  at  the  Pentland-hills,  but 
%crc  defeated  with  the  lofs  of  five  hundred  of 
than  killed  in  the  aftion.  Of  the  prifoners  taken, 
31  few  were  hanged  at  different  places,  who  might 
hare  faved  their  lives  if  they  would  have  renoimc- 
^  the  Covenant :  And  the  King,  out  of  his  in« 
tutc  ctemencv,  put  a  flop  to  further  execution, 
tsjr  ordering  his  comniiflioner  Rothes  to  fet  the  re- 
>liaimng  wretches  at  libertv,  upon  their  (imply 
)iiomifilig  to  obey  the  lawsior  the  future. 

Yet  neither  this  difappointmtnt  of  their  blind 
"^opes,  nor  the  experience  of  the  Royal  mercy, 
)iad  any  efFda :    The  febellious  fpirit  ftill  kept  up, 
^md  ^at  they  could  not  execute  againft  the  (late, 
They  tefolved  to  attempt  upon  the  church.     The 
^Vimate's  adivity  and  vigilance,  they  faw,  were 
Toot  cafily  to  be  overcome ;    but  his  perfon  lay 
«|>en  to  tneir  aflfaults,  and  could  foe  difpatched   by 
%  prirate  ftroke  fooner  and  fafer  than  the  eftaHifli- 
%ieht  in  general  could  be  bom  down  by  a  public 
^^ttack.    With  this  malicious  view,  having  long 
*^iraited  for  a  convenient  opportunity,  at  laft  on 
"nrtit  lith  of  July  1668,  as    the  Archbifliop   tif 
■^t.  Andrews  was  coming  dpwn  the  ftreet  of  Edin- 
"%nftgh  in  his  coach,  attended  by  Bifliop  Honey- 
voan  of  Orkney,  a  James  Mitchel,  one  of  the  in- 
surgents who  had   efcaped  from  Pentland- hills, 
'find  a  piftol  charged  with  three  bullets  into  the 
coath,  which  luckily  miffed  the  Primate  for  whom 
ft  was  dafigned,  but  broke  Bifhop  Honeyman^ 

urm. 
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LET  PER  arm.  In  the  confufion/the  villian  got  off,  but  n 
LI.  apprehended  in  1676,  and  hanged  in  the  Graflmi 
'  cat,  glorying  in  the  execrable  deed,  and  avowi 
the  moft  deflrudive  and  damnable  principles 
the  very  lad.  This  daring  outrage  could  not  b 
alarm  and  provoke  the  adminiftration  both  i 
church  and  (late :  Yet  the  King  hoping  to  quk 
if  poflible,  the  minds,  and  fweeten  the  humoo 
of  thefe  reftlefs  people,  did  by  his  letter,  dated  a 
Whitehall,  June  7th  1669,  grant  an  indulgeac 
to  the  Prefbyterians,  on  conditions  which  coal 
not  be  faid  to  bear  hard  even  on  the  moft  tende 
confciences.  He  had  oft  propofed  fuch  a  thi8| 
in  England,  but  the  Parliament  there  would  oo 
confent,  and  always  checked  the  propofal.  Hov 
ever  his  Scotch  council  thought  the  meafure  O 
pedient,  and  gave  their  concurrence :  Particular 
ly  the  Earl  of  Tweedale  was  moft  a£dve  in  it^  1 
man  of  great  worldly  wifdom,  but  of  looie  notki 
as  to  government  of  any  kind,  and  in  this  afii 
afllfted  and  direfted  by  two  men,  who,  tiio 
Bifhops  and  men  of  good  charafter,  were  not  to] 
flridly  prelatical,  the  Englifh  Bifhop  Wilkins  0 
Chefter,  and  our  own  Bifhop  Leighton  of  Dunblaifl 
This  indulgence  thus  obtsdned  was  acceptedlr 
many  of  the  Prefby terian  preachers,  who,  the'  the* 
would  not  go  the  length  of  a  full  compliance  ^ 
Epifcopacy,  happened  to  be  men  of  more  fobe 
And  peaceable  tempers,  and  were  now  not  01 
ly  connived  at,  but  even  put  in  a£tuai  pofleffim 
of  vacant  kirks  in  thofe  places  where  it  va 
thought  the  people  inclined  moft  to  their  pel 
fuafion.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this  ftretch  of  k 
jiity,  fo  irreclaimable  were  the  remains  of  the  ol 
Covenanters,  efpecially  in  the  Weft,  that  tk 
ftill  purfued  their  extravagant  courfes^  and  eve 

ope&l 
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penly  and  impudently^  renounced  their  allegiance,  letter 

ndet  the  old  pretext  of  their  covenant   engage-      LI. 

nents.     Nay,  fo  bitterly  enraged  were  they  againft 

heir  own  brethren  who  accepted  the  indulgence, 

hat  they  threw  oflF  all  communion  with   them, 

ind  branded  them  with  as  odious  names  as  they 

lid  the  eftabliflied   <;lergy,   calling  the  one  party 

*  the  King's  curates/'  and  the  other  "  the  Bi- 

'  (hops  curates,"  which  they  then  defigned,  and 

he  zealots  of  them  to  this  day  ufe,  as  a  title  of 

:oQtempt.  ' 

I  am  not  to  meddle  with  the  queftion  of  the 
Qng'd  prerogative  in  granting  this  indulgence ; 
Hit  one  unhappy  confequence  of  it   was,  that  it 

ried  a  door  towards  larger  encroachments  of 
fame  kind.     For  the  ftatefmen,  who  had  ad« 
Hed  the  King  thus  by  his  own  power  to  difpenfe 
rith  the  laws,  finding  it  not  very  agreeable  to  the 
ftablifhed  church,  which  now  had  the  laws  in  her 
liirour,  and  fearing  to  be   called  to  account  for 
icir  advice  fome  time  or  other,  faw  it  neceflary 
I  provide  for  their  future  fecurity,  by  the  moll 
ffi^Sxial  means   they    could   think  of.     To  this 
urpofe,  when  the   Parliament  fat  down  in  No« 
ember  this  year,  the  Earl -of  Lauderdale,  who  had 
lie  principal    hand  in  the  indulgence,  and  was 
ow  his  Majefty's  commiflioner,  got  an  aft  pafled 
Q  the  1 6th,  tho'  with  great  reludance,  called 
lie  Afferiory  A6ly  declaring,   •  That  his  Majefty, 
by  virtue  of  his  fupremacy,  has  the  ordering 
and  difpofing  of  the  external  government  and 
polity  of  the  church,  as   an  inherent  right  of 
his  crown  :  And  that   his  Majedy  and  his  fuc« 
oeflbrs  may  fettle,  enact,  and   emit  fuch  con- 
fiitutions,  a&   and  orders  concerning  the  ad- 
miniftratioa  of  the  external  government  of  the 
VoL  U.  3  Q  ^'  church. 
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LETTER  ^  church,  and  the  perfons  employed  in  the  fam^ 
LL  *  and  concerning  all  ecclefiaftical  meetings  v 
^  matters  to  be  propofed  and  determined  thereu 
*  as  they  in  their  royal  wifdom  (hall  think  fit." 
By  this  lad  claufe,  it  mud  be  acknowledc[e 
that  the  intrinfic  power  and  proper  foundaUo 
of  a  chriflian  church  is  too  nearly  flruck  at :  an 
therefore  the  Bifhops  flruggled  as  much  as  tbe 
could  againft  it.  The  Primate  in  particular  argi 
ed  long  and  ftrenuoufly  that  it  (hould  not  paE 
but  was  interrupted  by  the  commiflioner  noi 
the  Throne,  who  latirically  obferved,  '*  that  nc 
Lord  St.  Andrews  would  not  allow  the  King 
fupremacy  in  terms  of  the  a£t,  becaufe  it  feen 
ed  he  defigned  it  for  himfelf."  But  befide 
this  political  defign  of  thefe  flatefmen  to  fcreo 
thenifelves  from  future  danger,  it  was  thougik 
that  there  were  other  hands  employed  in  the  fraufr 
ing  of  this  ftrange-looking  ftatute,  and  that  k 
was  contrived  by  Mr.  Robert  Douglas  and  his 
brethren,  who  ftill  had  a  great  deal  to  fay  vnA 
their  old  accomplices  in  the  Covenant,  Lauder? 
dale,  Tweedale,  and  fome  others  of  the  council 
in  order  to  juftify  the  indulgence  which  bad  kd 
them  off  from  the  Epifcopal  communion,  and  to 
fecure  themfelves  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  pifr 
fent  liberty,  by  thus  getting  it  made  as  good  al 
legal.  Whatever  it  was  that  gave  rife  to  tliii 
AiTertory  Ad,  it  is  certain  that  it  was  attended  uriA 
mod  difagreeable  confequences.  For  it  not  out] 
raifed  a  jealoufy  between  the  church  and  tb 
ilate,  but  like  wife  laid  the  Biihops  open,  the'  iimc 
cent,  to  the  ilanders  and  reproaches  of  their  enc 
mies,  for  fo  tamely  giving  up  their  privileges,  an 
having  a  hand  in  unchurching  themfelves  :  A 
if  the  whole  Bench  ofBiihops  had  been  able,  lr| 
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their  few  votes,  to  have  hinderel  the  pafling  of  letter 
\^  or  had  been  obliged  to  have  ftruck  out  againft  LI. 
%  with  the  then  popular  argument  of  tumulf  and 
Rebellion.  They  did  what  lay  to  their  hand,  in 
yeafoning  and  pleading  againft  it  as  Biftiops,  while 
^t  was  under  debate,  and  when  it  was  carried  thev 
Could  do  no  more,  as  fubjedb,  but  yield  to  it,  and 
Aiake  their  beft  of  it. 

The  firft  unhappy  effefl:  of  this  aft  fell  upon 
Dr.  Alexander  Burnet,  who  had  been  Archbimop 
of  Glafgow  fince  Fairfours  death  in  1663.     This 
good  man,  after  the  affair  of  Pentland-hills,  (hewed 
great  inclination  to  have  thefe  infatuated  people 
treated  with  lenity :  And  when  their  examination 
came     before     the    privy-council,    he    laboured 
much  to  get  their  lives   fpared,  and  even  went  lb 
far  as  to  tranfmit   an    account   of  the  council's 
proceedings  againft  them  to  the  Englifli  fecretary 
of  State,  Arlington,  to  be  communicated  to  the 
King.     Lauderdale,  being  fecretary  for  Scotland, 
was  highly  offended  at  this,  as  an  unpardonable 
interference  with  his  office,  and  not  only  threaten- 
ed the   Archbifhop   with  a  criminal  profecution, 
for  what  he  called    revealing  the  King's   fecrets, 
which  however  faulty  in  a  pri^-y  counfellor,  was  in 
the   prefent    cafe  no  way   uncharacteriftic    in    a 
Bifhop,   but    likewife   for  the  quicker  execution 
of   his  long-harboured  refentment,  procured,   in 
terms  of  this  new  aft,  a  letter  from  the  King  to 
the  privy  council,  difcharging   the  Archbifhop  of 
Glafgow   from  officiating  in   his  diocefs   till  his 
Majefty^s  further  pleafure.     And  upon  this  order, 
liowever  mortifying  and  unwelcome,  the  peace- 
able man  called    his  clergy  together,  and   in  great 
iimplicity  told  them,  *'  he  was  not  to  aft  for  fome 
**  dmeas  their  ordinary  among  them,  till  the  King 

3  O  2  ^*  fhould 
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LETTER  "  fhould  be  pleafed  to  allow  him/'     This  hap- 
LL      pened  in  December  1669,   and  immediately  Bi- 
ihop  Leighton  of  Dunblain  was  nominated  by  the 
King  commendator  and  adminiftrator  of  the  See 
of  Glafgow  during  pleafure.     Thus  wantonly  did 
Lauderdale  exercife  the  power  which  the  late  aft 
had  thrown  into  his  hands.     But  the  ambitious 
man,   being  created  a  Duke  in    1672,  and   (till 
engrofling  the  Royal  ear,  carried  matters  with  fo 
high  a  hand,  that  not  only  a  party  of  his  own 
countrymen,  Hamilton,  Kincardine^Tweedale,  and 
others  combined  againft  him,  but  even  the  Englifli 
began  to  take  offence  at  his  too  great  influence  with 
the  King,  and  the  houfe  of  commons  once  bad 
a   defign  of  impeaching  him.     The  Biihops  of 
England  too  were  highly  difgufled  at  his  arbitrary 
ufage  of  Archbifhop  Burnet,  and  thought  them- 
felves  fo  far  interefled  as  to  make  a  common  caufe 
of  it.     So  at  lad,  finding  himfelf  thus  befet  by 
fuch  powerful  antagonifts,  he  faw  it  necelTary  to 
lay   afide  his  ordinary  haughtinefs,  and  was  foon 
after  reconciled  firft  to  Archbifhop  Sharp,  and  by 
his  means  to  the  worthy  Archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury Dr.  Sheldon,  which  for  a  white  warded  off 
the  intended  blow  againfl  him.     Upon  this  change 
of  temper  in  Lauderdale,   the   inhibition  againft 
Dr  Burnet  was  taken  off,  and  on  Bifhop  Leighton't 
refigning   the  charge  of  Glafgow,  which  he  had 
betn  foon  weary  of,  the  old  Archbifhop  returned 
to  his  See,  where  he  continued  till  the  year  1670^ 
when  he  \ias  removed  to   St.  Andrews.     While 
the  Bifhops  had  thus  the  influence  of  the  alTertory 
adl  lo  combat  on  the  one  hand,  they  were  equally 
harafled   by  the  effeds  of  the  indulgence  on  the 
other  J   For   thofe  preachers  who  by  means  of  it 
had  got  poflefQon  of  kirks,  brought  with  them 

i&- 
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>  the  church,  their  peculiar  affeftion  for  Ge-  letter 
al  Aflemblies,  where  the  Preftyters,  by  their     LL 
rality  of  voices,  would  be  a  counter-balance  to 
authority  of  the  Bifhops,  and  therefore,  would 
ready  enough  to  recommend  the  propriety  of 
lb  promifcuous  Conventions,  which  tended  fo 
ich  to  humour  the  pride  of  the  fecond  order,  at 
I  expence  of  the  radical  privileges  of  the  firfU 
is  afpiring  difpofition,  which  had  fuch  a  plau* 
le  appearance  of  concern  for  the  public  good  of 
'  church,  broke  out  at  lad  to  fuch  a  degree  ia 
mburgh,  that  in  July  1674,  the  Bi{hop,  Dr. 
iing,    was   obliged  to  pronounce  fentence   of 
penfion  againfl  three  of  the  mod  fa&ious  of  his 
iibyters.  Turner,  Robertfon,  and  Cant,  **  for 
their  infolently  and  audacioufly  infiding  for  a 
National  Affembly/*     From  which  fenteace  of 
ir  Bifhop  they  appealed,  not  to  the  Metropolis 
I9  as  they  might  or  ought  to  have  done,  if  they 
»ught  themfelves  aggrieved,    but   in   the  true 
lihan  ftyle  of  the  firfl'  Covenanters,  to  the  King 
1  Privy  Council. 

Much  about  the  fame  time.  Dr.  James  Ramfay, 
tp,  from  being  Dean  of  Glafgow,  was  promoted 
the  See  of  Dunblain  in  1673,  S^^^  ^^^^  coun« 
lance  to  the  Prefbyters  who  began  to  cabal  for 
<lational  Synod,  that  in  1675  ^^  ^^  propofedto 
nove  him  to  fome  other  See,  which  produced  a 
3ft  angry  letter  from  him  to  Archbifhop  Sharp, 
I  the  injuftice  of  fuch  a  propoial,  to  which  the 
rchbifhop,  as  he  well  could,  gave  a  fuitable  and 
art  return.  Yet  Ramfay  went  on  in  his  own 
ly  of  fomenting  and  abetting  thefe  mutinous 
oceedings,  to  the  great  offence  of  the  King  and 
icf  of  his  brethren,  fo  that  after  long  bearing 
ith  him  to  no  purpofe,  it  was  found  neceflary, 

in 
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urTTER  in  1684,  to  tranflate  him  to  Rofs,  where  thci 
LI.  fedion  was  not  fo  prevalent,  and  his  influeo 
could  not  do  much  harm.  Thefe  were,  no  doul 
difagreeable  meafures,  but  fuch  as  chriftian  pi 
dence  would  lead  the  church  to  put  up  with,  i 
ther  than  rilk  the  return  of  former  confufioni. 
was  no  wonder  that  the  King  had  no  great  loi 
for  the  General  Aflfemblies  of  Scotland,  from  tb 
remembrance  of  the  many  infults  which  both  U 
father  and  himfelf  had  met  with  from  thefe  Con 
ventions :  And  no  well  difpofed  chriftian  would 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  have  too  flrenuoufly  infiftedoi 
them,  if  there  was  no  other  reafon  for  them^  1 
at  that  rime  there  was  no  other,  b\it  aflerting  1 
privilege  in  the  church,  to  hold  fuch  meecinffS  1 
her  pleafure,  whether  there  was  a  neceffity  tcH  i 
or  not. 

-  Thus,  the  effeft^  of  the  Prefbyterian  Indd 
gence,  and  the  burden  of  the  AfTertory  Aft,  h 
equally  heavy  upon  the  church  in  this  reign ;  IB 
the  Bifhops  did  what  they  could,  in  their  doobi 
capacity  of  governors  of  the  church  and  fubjefi 
of  the  ftate,  to  guard  againfl  the  pernicious  tei 
dency  of  both.  I'hey  drew  up  modeft  reprefcW 
tions  of  the  divifive  confequences  that  the  in& 
gence  had  produced,  without  anfwering  the  CB 
that  was  expefted,  and  referred  it  to  his  M^j^ 
wifdom  to  provide  a  proper  remedy.  In  J» 
1675,  five  of  them  met  at  Edinburgh,  to  corfb 
about  the  ftate  of  the  church,  and  the  divifiM 
that  prevailed,  and  fent  an  account  of  their  dd 
berations  to  Archbifhop  Sharp,  then  at  Bath^  i 
his  health  :  And  in  April  1678,  the  Primate,  1*8 
Biihop  Young  of  Edinburgh,  Paterfon  of  Gaffi 
way,  Rofs  of  Argyle,  and  Wood  of  the  MB 
made  out  a  memorial  ^^  coQceraing  the  gro^ 
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'  of  fchifm  and  rebellion  in  Scotland,**  and  com-  letter 
Biffioned  the  Archbifliop  of  Glafgow  to  prefent  it  LI. 
It  court  for  his  Majefty's  inftruftion.  Thus  they 
took  every  prudent  meafure,  as  much  as  they 
could  have  done  in  a  National  Synod,  confident 
with  their  obedience  as  fubjefts,  to  preferve  order 
b  the  church,  and  peace  in  the  ftate,  in  oppofi- 
lion  to  the  defigns  which  were  perpetually  form- 
ing againft  both. 

.  Mean  time,  while  the  eftabliflied  clergy  were 
ftmggling  with  legal  difficulties,  and  the  indulged 
Preachers,  under  proteftion,  fpreading  their  dar- 
fing  tenets,  the  true  fons  of  the  Covenant,  who 
equally  abhorred  them  both,  were  bufy  contriv- 
ing their  fchemes,  railing  at  and  excommunicat- 
ing the  King,  going  armed  to  their  feditious 
preachings,  and  carrying  their  madnefs  to  fuch 
a  pitch  of  barbarity,  that  murdering  of  foldiers 
in  their  beds,  abufmg  the  perfons  and  families  of 
the  clergy,  and  infulting  all  that  had  the  lead  con- 
.nexion  with  authority,  were  things  familiar  to 
them,  and  become  their  daily  praftiee,*  At  laft, 
hy  the  repeated  inftigations  of  him  who  was  1 
Borderer  from  the  beginning,  and  under  the  per- 
niffion  of  heaven,  for  the  filling  up  the  meafure  of 
their  iniquities,  they  put  in  execution  the  horrid 
ynrpofe,  which  they  had  once  attempted,  and 
ftiU  had  their  hearts  fet  upon,  againft  the  one  per- 
^in  the  kingdom,  whom,  next  to  Majefty,  they 
^ft  feared  and  hated :  For  on  the:  3d  of  May 

.  *  To  fudi  a  degree  of  profaoencft  had  thefe  people  carried 
4eir  abofe  of  the  facred  oHicey  that,  as  Lauderdale  in  one  of 
'"•  letters  to  Archbifhop  Sharp  complains,  the  very  common 
J?*^gniaii  of  the  bargh  of  Irvine  in  tlie  Wcft-countty  took  upon 
"'U  the  office  of  the  rainiftr)-,  and  preached  publickJy  in  their 
Eventides. 

1679^ 
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LETTER  1679,  a  defperate  band  of  nine  ruffians,*  all  oa 
LI.  horfeback  and  in  arms,  way-laid  Archbifhop 
'  Sharp  as  he  was  returning  home  from  Edinburrii^ 
and  coming  up  with  his  coach  at  a  place  caUd 
Magus  Moor,  between  the  Struthers  and  St 
Andrews,  ordered  him  to  ''  Come  out,  cnirf 
**  bloody  traitor ;"  which  the  venerable  old  maa 
having  done  with  great  compofure,  while  he  de- 
fired  them  only  to  fpare  his  life  till  he  recommeod* 
cd  his  own  foul  to  God,  and  prayed  for  them, 
they  inftantly  fell  upon  him,  and  bafely  and  bar- 
baroufly  murdered  him,  with  twenty  two  wouDds 
in  diflferent  parts  of  his  body.  In  this  atrocious 
manner  fell  Dr.  James  Sharp,  Archbifliop  erf  St; 
Andrews,  and  Primate  of  all  Scotland  ;  a  iacrifics 
in  his  perfon  to  the  malice  of  the  Covenanter^ 
and  in  his  character,  the  great  objefb  of  their 
calumny  to  this  day.  His  betraying  their  ade 
with  the  King,  as  they  alledge,  is  what  they  hite 
never  forgot  nor  forgiven  to  him,  tho'  his  own 
letters  on  that  occafion,  and  the  letters  of  die 
Englifh  Diflenters  in  London  at  the  time,  fully 
vindicate  him  from  that  fpiteful  imputation  :  Tet^ 
had  it  been  as  they  fay,  the  charge  comes  ill  from 
that  party,  whofe  firfl  rife  •  was  founded  m  a  more 
flagrant  apoftacy,  and  was  •  carried  on  by  ^  courfe 
of  more  confummate  perfidy  and  rebellion  toO| 
than  Dr  Sharp  had  been,  or  could  have  beefl 
guilty  of.  But  it  is  enough  for  his  vindicatioOt 
that  the  traducers  of  his  memory  are  the  abettori 
of  his  murder,  as  it  is  not  to  be  expeded  that  theft 
who  can  applaud  or  approve  the  wilful  murderitt 
of  any  man  whatever,  will  be  ready  to  fliew  muck 

*  John  Balfoar,  David  Haxton,  G^ofge  Balfoar,  James  R>^ 
fidy  Roben  Dingv^al,  Andrew  GiUan,  Alexander  and  Aodtei^ 
HcuderfoQ  brothers^  and  George  Fleming. 

dclicacx 
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f  to  the  bed  or  mod  fpodefii  diarafter  that  uttul 
ifted.  LL 

newB  of  this  dariag  outrage  on  a  perfon  of 
ink,  fpread  an  uaiverfal  confternatioa  over 
igdom,  and  orders  were  immediately  iflued 
rehending  the  murderers,  aad  bringiag  them 
lign  puuiihment.  But  they  had  got  off  to 
induary  in  the  Weft,  where  their  frieads 
nployers  received  them  with  open  arms^ 

a  few  weeks  colleded  an  army  of  1600 
nd  4000  foot,  among  whom  were  fifteen  of 
(linifters,  and  the  renowned  David  Willi- 
to  well  known  for  bis  feats  in  the  fields  of 

one  of  the  number.  With  this  armed 
hey  kept  their  conventicles  in  the  fieldSp 
they  always  fwore  not  to  give  over  till 
lacy  was  utterly  extirpated,  and  Prelbytery 
lied  again  on  the  pure  Covenant-bottom* 
mng  had  fome  little  fuccefs  in  a  ikirmiih 

linail  party  of  the  King's  troops  near  Lou« 
11,  they  went  on  with  great  boldnefs  and 

till  the  22d  of  June,  when  the  Duke  of 
outh  came  up  with  them  at  Bothwelbridge, 
r  from  Hamilton,  and  gave  them  a  total 
row,  killing  about  300  of  them,  and  taking 
irifoners,  and  among  the  reft,  two  of  their 
treachers  Kidd  and  King,  who  were  after* 
tried  and  hanged  for  rebellion.  It  was 
by  ttiemfelves  that,  if  Monmouth  had  pur« 
is  vi^ory,  fcarce  one  of  them  would  have 
L  But  thi9  un-natur^i  (on,  the  firft  pro« 
f  the  King's  licentious  amours^  tbo'  at  the 
i  the  Royal  army,  was  in  his  heart  a  fecret 
er  of  the  cauii^  and  had  baen  engaged;  in 
1  oJF  much  the  bm^c  ftamp  in  Endand.  ror 
thn.tim?,  what  was  called  the  Popiih  plot, 
'ol  II.  3  P  Vitidtt 
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LrrrER  under  the  management  of  Thus  Oatte,  thlt  infe- 
LI.  mous  tool  of  the  Englifli  Republicans,  was  in 
agitation  ;  which  lent  many  great  men  to  pri&n, 
and  poor  men  to  the  gallows,  and  drove  the  Duke 
of  York,  the  King's  only  brother  and  heir-ap* 
parent  to  the  Crown,  from  the  court. 

Upon  this  uncivil  treatment,  his  Royal  High- 
Befs  at  the  King''^  delire,  came  down,  with  his  fa* 
mily,  to  Scotland  in  Odober  1679,  and  took  up 
his  refidence  at  Holyroodhoufe,  where  the  Lordi 
of  {tffion  thought  it  their  duty  to  wait  upon  him, 
and  their  prefident  Sir  James  Dalrymple  of  Stair 
in  their  name  made  a  c<Higratulatory  fpeech  oa 
the  occafion,*  in  which,  among  other  expr^oi^ 
of  compliment,  he  faid,  ^^  it  was  a  matter  of  grejkt 
"  joy  to  the  nation  to  Tee  one  of  the  Royall  fo- 
^*  mily  among  them,  after  beitig  for  fo  maajr 
^  years  deprived  of  that  honour,  and  Ac  natioli 
**  being  entirely  Proteftant,  it  was  the  fitteft  phce 
^^  his  Highnefs  could  make  bis  r^cefs  to  at  that 
•*  time.**  I  take  notice  o(  this  part  of  the  Prefr 
dent's  fpeech,  only  with  a  view  to  point  out  ite 
ftrong  atteftation,-  here  given  to  the  teligioti  of 
the  nation,  which  at  that  time  was  known  to  be 
Epifcopacy,  and  yet  is  here  declared,  even  by  the 
.Lord  Stair,  to  be  ^«  entirely  Proteftant/'  What 
could  his  Lord(hip*s  thoughts,  when  he  fpokc  fo, 
be  of  his  countrymen  in  the  W^»  and  manyrf 
them  his  oijm  tenants,  whp  were  preaching  and 
praying,  covenanting  and  ^gbting,  to  difturb  tte 
**  entirely  proteftant"  nation,  and  nnbinge  l» 
^ftabliihed  conftitution  ?  For  notwithftanding  ^ 
defeat  at  Bothwelbridge,  which  from  th«r  toa^ 
ledge  of  Monmouth's  private  attachments  they 
had  not  been  looking  for,  thev  ftill  continaed  H 
fierce  and  rdyute  as -ever,  under  the  dixtaionof 

three 
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fiuttticai  dtioagogdesy  a  Cargill  and  twoLErm. 
rons,  brottiersi  one  of  whodi  undertook  at     L^ 
me  to  kill  his  Royal  Highnefs  when  he  din- 
pfobUc,  bat  was  difappointed  by  being .  ac« 
ally  kaown  in  the  ftreet,  and  obliged  to 
id  for  his  own  fafety.     Yea,  fo  dariiig  were 
now  become,  that  they  entered  into  a  new 
lant,  difclaiming  and  renouncing  all  obedU 
a  the  Sling  and  Government^  and  declaring, 
C  the  Covenant  is  the  original  cbntrad  h^ 
ten  6od^  the  King,  and  the  people,  and  that 
ig  Charles  having  broken  this  contrail,  had 
mted  the  crown  ;  fo  that  it  wa»  neceOary  to 
ke  war  againfl:  him,  and  both  lawful  and 
ht  to  kill  him  and  all  who  ferved  him.'^--^ 
»  the  22d  of  June  1680,  at  tfie  market  croff 
iquhar,  after  a  folemn  proceilion  and  iinging 
dms  by   one  of  the  Camerons,  they  publifh- 
declaration  which  they  called  ^^  the  decla* 
ion  and  teftimony  of  the  true-Preibyterian, 
itt-prelatick,  and  Anti-eraftian  perfecuted  par* 
in  Scotland,''  homologating  the  teftimpnj 
al  Ruglen,    May    29,  1679,  and  all  the 
ul  teftimonies  of  thofe  that  have  fuffered  of 
and  declaring  war  againfl:  Charles  Stuart» 
he  Duke  of  York^  with  all  their  -  aidherents  ; 
a  threat  in  the  end,  ^^  to  reward  thofe  that 
t  againfl  us  as  they  have  done  to  us,  as  the 
»rd  gives  the  opportunity.*' 
purfuance  of  thefe  intolerable  combinations, 
again  pufhed  their  fortune  in  the  fields,  but 
ao  fuccefs.     Cargill  was  catched  at  Queen»- 
on  the  3d  of  June,  with  the  new  Covenant^ 
91^  handed :    And  Cameron  was  killed  in  1 
I  with  the   King's  troops   at  Airdfmofs  on 
3d  of  July;  after.    The  meaftu-es  now  taken 

3  P  a  -  by 
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LXTTER  ^  Govetninciit)  with  the  public  exccotions  or 
IX      fome  few  rebek  here  and  there,  who  all  had  their 
lives  offered  them  if  thej  would  only  have  fidd, 
*^  God  lave  the  King/'  were  not  only  complain- 
ed of  at  the  time,  but  are  ftill  in  the  mouths  of 
many  who  affed  to  cry  out  againft    ^  the  perfc^ 
**  curious  of  Charles  the  Second's  Reign.''  .  But 
what  could  government  do  ?    Here  was  the  firit 
man  in  the  church,  and  a  ]»! vy- coun&Uor  in  the 
ilmt^,  openly  and  inhumamly  murdered,  and  hii 
murderers  protefted  and  abetted,  the  King's  au- 
thority renounced,  and  his  perfcm  fet  up  as  a  mark 
for  every  private  ruffian  to  (hoot  at,  his  officer! 
infulted,  his  laws   defied,  his  very  mercy  affitnt' 
ed  :  And  all  this  by  a  pitiful  parcel  of  hot4ieaded 
fanatics,  not  the  thoufandth  part  of  the  nation  ei* 
ther  for  numbers,  figure,  or  property.    And  were 
fuch  wretches,  defpicable,  no  doubt,  if  they  bad 
made  no  noife  with  their  foolifh  principles,  to  be 
fuflfered  to  go  on  without  check  in,  or  difinifled 
without  puniihment  for,  their  rebellious  prafiices  ? 
One  thing  however  may  be  obferved,  that  tbefe 
violent  doings,  if  they  muft  be  called  fuch,  mty 
be  laid  to  have  been  not  only  the  confequesccif 
but  even  the  effeds  of  Archbifhop  Sharp's  deitbi 
whofe  aaivity  might  have  m  a  great  meafure  p!^ 
vented  thefe  tumults,  as  his  influence  in  the  priv][* 
council  would  have  been  of  great  ufe  towards  du* 
tigating  the  feverity  of  juftice  in  fuppreffing  tbem* 
Yet  the  King,  provoked  as  he  was,  took  all  pot 
iible  and  prudent  methods  to  fettle  thefe  diftrao^ 
tions,  and  to  reftore  the  peace  of  the  kingctom  • 
For  next  fummer  1681  he  called  a  Parliameptia 
Scotland,  and  fent  down  his  brother,  the  Duke  of 
York,  to  be  Comroiffionen    The  firft  afi  of  tbii 

is  concerning  religipPy  ^^  Rad^ 
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a£b,  laws  aod  ftatutes  made  by  hb  Majefty'g  letter 
al  Grandfather  and  Father  of  blefled  me-  LL 
y,  or  in  any  of  his  prefent  Majefty't  former 
laments,  for  fettling  the  liberty  of  the  true 
;  of  God,  and  the  Proteftant  religion  pre« 
[y  profeir<^  within  this  realm^  and  all  a£U 
nft  Popery,  ordaining  the  fame  to  (land  in 
force  and  effed,  as  if  they  were  fpecially 
ttioned  and  fet  down  herein."  And  to  fecure 
;ht8  of  the  crown,  which  the  £ngli(h  bill  of 
on  was  then  ftrUung  at,  another  zQt  paiTed 
ng,  ^^  rhat  the  crown  of  Scotland  by  in» 
mt  right,  and  by  the  nature  of  the  monarchy, 
rell  as  by  the  fiindamental  and  unalterable 
t  of  the  realm,  is  devolved  and  tranfmitted 
ineal  fuccei&on  according  to  proximity  of 
Ki,  and  that  no  difference  of  religion  or  aft 
arliament  can  alter  or  divert  the  right  of 
leffion  and  lineal  defcent  of  the  crown  to  the 
reft  and  lawful  heir,"  and  making  it  thigh 
i  by  writing,  fpeaking  or  any  other  way,  to 
rour  to  alter,  fufpend  or  divert  that  right 
ikcnu  But  the  ad  which  made  the  greateft 
ifterwards,  was  the  Teft^ad,  as  it  is  called, 
ft  claufe  of  which  required  people  to  fwear. 
It  they  owned  and  fincerely  profefled  the  true 
tseftant  religion  contained  m  the  confeffioa 
aith  recorded  in  Parliament  1567,  and  that 
f  believed  the  fame  to  be  founded  in,  and 
seable  to  the  written  word  of  God,  and  that 
f  will  adhere  thereto  all  the  days  of  their 
,  and  educate  their  children  therein,  and 
er  confent  to  any  change  or  alteration  con- 

Jto  it/'     At  the  fame  time  they  were 
too  to  renounce  the  national  Covenant 
olemn  League,  to  difclaim  the  endeavouring 

any 
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LCTTiR  any  alteration  in  either  church  or  ftate,  smdt 
IX     ehgage  for  the  fupport  and  defence  of  the  crowi^ 
againft  all  reiiftance. 

This  Ted  Oath  was  to  be  fwom  by  all  perioos 
in  public  truft  in  the  church,  (late,  and  army^  ancf 
fudi  as  refufed  were  to  lofe  their  moveables,  aiul^ 
liferent  befides.     Yet,  notwithftanding  thofe  hesny ' 
penalties,    the  Bifhops  aiid  clergy    had  fcn^l^' 
about  this  Ted,  and  moft  of  them  refufed  to  take' 
it  in  the  high  founding  fenfe  of  fome  oi  the  wordtf 
of  it.     This  procured  an  ad  of  council,  explaiui-* 
lory  of  the  Teft,    at  Edinburgh,  November  3V 
68 1,  bearing,  that  ^  Upon  account  of  jeak>ufie» 
and  prejudices  againft  the  Teft,  as  if  defiglled  tc^ 
hurt  the  doftrines  and  powers  of  the  churcfa,  oC^ 
to  expofe  the  prefent  fettlement  of  Epifcopacy  tt^ 
alteration ;    therefore,    his  Majefty's   Coaoi^ 
fioner,  and  the  Lords  of  his  Privy  Councils  i(^ 
allow,  authorife,  and  empower  the  Archbiflipp^ 
and  Bifliops,  to  take  and  adminifter  this  oadft 
in  this  exprefs  fenfe :    i .  That  tho*  the  Ccn^ 
feflion  of  Faith,  ratified  in  Parliament  isSj^vnn^ 
framed  in  the  infancy  of  the  Reformation^  uA 
deferves  its  due  praife ;  yet,  by  the  Teft,  wt 
do  not  fwear  to  every  propofition  or  claufe  cofr* 
tained  in  it,  but  only  to  the  true  Proteftant  Re* 
ligion,  founded  on  the  word  of  God,  and  ^'- 
tained  there,  as  it  is  oppofed  to  Popery  and  Fai- 
naticifm.     2.  That  by  the  Teft,  or  any  eliuft 
in  it,  no  invafion  or  encrt)achment  is  made  0^ 
intended,  upon  the  intrinfic  fpiritual  powetof 
the  church,  or  power  of  the  keys ^  as  it  was  c<* 
ercifed  by  the  apoftles,  and  the  moft  pure  aild 
primitive  church,  in  the  three  firft    centuries 
after  Chrift,  and  which  is  ftill  referved  entire  ^ 

the  church.     3.  That  the  Oath  and  Teft  ^ 

<  without 
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rithoat  any  prqudice  to  the  Epifcopai  Govern'  urrrw 
Knem  of  this  national  church,  which  is  declaredt  U^ 
^  the  firft  ad:  of  the  fecond  Seflion  of  his  Ma;> 
jefty's  firfl  Parliament,  to  be  moil  agreeable  to 
:the  word  of  GoJ,  and  moft  fuitable  to  Mon- 
archy, and  which,  upon  all  occafions,  his  Ma? 
Jefty  hath  declared  he  will  inviolably  and  uaaU 
lerably  preferve«'  This .  explanation  of  the  o& 
mfive  paflages  in  the  ad  was  fent  up,  on  the  8th^ 

>  the  King  for  his  approbation,  which  he  was 
leafed  to  give  in  the  fuUefl  manner,  by  a  letter 

>  the  Privy  Council  of  date  the  15th,  fuperiign- 
d'CHARLEs  R.  and  fubfcribed  Moray,  in  which 
e  fays,  ^  We  are  fo  pleafed  with  that  explanatory 

^d,  that  we  will  not  delay  to  fend  you  our 
^6«^TJiil  approbation  thereof,  with  our  hearty 
4haAks  for  your  zeal  in  our  fervice :  Efpecially 
Ha  what -relates  to  the  fecurity  of  the  perfons^ 
^Itts,  inosreits,  and  privileges  of  our  orthodox 
clergy,  which  we  do  now,  as  we  have  oft  done 
l>efoi^  in  a  particular  manner  reconunend  to 
5^ttr43aie,  as  a  matter  wherein  you  may  render 
«nto  us  moft  acceptable  fervice :  And  therefore, 
'KCe  exped  that  you  will,  upon  all  fit  occafions, 
give  them  all  poflible  encouragement,  as  thofe 
•whom  we  have  received,  and  will  conftamly 
fli6ltcr,  under  our  royal  protedion,  againft  all 
their  enemies/ 

On  receiving  this  letter,  which,  under  the 
ing^s  hand,  fo  mollifies  the  harlh  found  of  the 
iprcmacy,  and  leaves  the  church  to  the  free  ex- 
rofe  of  all  the  powers  and  privileges  which  (he 
in  in  equity  claim  as  a  church,  the  Bifliops  were 
»  entirely  fatisfied  on  that  invidious,  but  delicare 
oint,  that,  on  the  return  of  his  Royal  llighnefs 

>  London,  m  March  next  year,  (even  of  them, 

viz. 
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UTTTER  viz.  the  two  ArchbifhopSy  Burnet  and  Rofe  ;  zutd 
LL.  the  Bi(hops,  Paterfon  of  Edinburgh,  Bruce  of 
Dunkeld,  Aitkin  of  Galloway,  Haiiburton  of  Bw- 
chin,  and  Ramfay  of  Dunblain,  wrote  to  Arcb* 
bi(hop  Sancroft  of  Canterbury,  how  fenfible  tbey 
were  of  the  benefits  of  the  Duke's  idminiflratioo, 
and  defired  his  Grace  to  make  their  grateful  ao 
knowledgements  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  accordii^- 
ly.  But  however  reconciled  the  Bilhops  and  boUc 
of  the  clergy  were  to  this  Teft,  it  was  not  fo  pall* 
table  to  the  Prefbyterian  part  of  the  laity,  ami 
fome  of  the  principal  contrivers  of  it  fell  intt 
their  own  fnare.  Stair,  the  Lord  Prefideni  of  thtf 
Seflion,  who,  with  the  Earl  of  Argyle,  had  art* 
fully  got  the  old  Confei&on  put  at  the  head  of  tint 
oath,  as  a  fence  againfl:  the  Duke's  Popery,  ui 
was  willing  to  ii^n  that  part  of  it  with  gr«u  ala^ 
crity,  was  fo  difiatisfied  with  the  other  paA% 
which  ftruck  at  the  Prefbyterians,  and  called  thea 
Fanatics,  that  he  refigned  his  office,  and  in  the 
end  of  next  year  retired  in  difguft  to  Holha4 
where  he  had  time,  with  others  of  the  fame  ftampb 
to  concert  the  famous  expedition,  which  wis  un- 
dertaken fix  years  after.  His  accomplice,  AtgHtk 
whom  the  Kmg  had  gracioufly  relieved  from  fit 
burden  of  his  father's  parliamentary  for&itttre^ 
went  another  way  to  work,  and  b^g  a  Privf 
Counfellor,  and  one  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the 
Treafury,  offered,  for  the  keeping  of  his  places 
to  take  the  oath,  but  would  needs  qualify  it  to  bk 
own  fenfe,  by  declaring,  ^  That  he  was  defirooi 
^  to  give  obedience  to  the  Teft  as  far  as  he  couUi  • 
^  and  now  took  it  fo  far  as  it  is  coniiftent  widli^ 
^  felf,  and  with  the  Proteftant  Religion  :  But  that 
^  he  did  not  mean  to  bind  up  himfelf  in  his  ft** 

^  (ion  from  endeavouring,  in  a  lawful  way,  ^ 

c  tbti^ 
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iig  he  might  think  for  the  advantage  of  the  ^^^**» 
iTch  or  ftate,  not  repugnant  to  the  Proteftant  ^  ^^ 
ligion  and  his    loyaJty :  And  this  he  under-  '  ^ 
od  as  a  part  of  his  oath.'    The  Privy  Council, 
g  into  confideration  this  qualifying  fbidure, 
inding  it  entirely  deftrudive  of  the  intention 
e  aft,  eameftly  preffed  Argyle  to  retraft  his 
iration,  reprefenting  to  him,  from  the  opinion 
e  ableft  lawyers  of  the  kingdom,  that,  by 
all  fuch  as  put  limitations  upon  their  allegi^ 
I  were  guilty  of  treafon.     But  the  prefumptu- 
nan  refufmg  to   depart  from  it  in  the  leaft, 
illowing  copies  of  it  to  be  fpread  abroad,  was 
routed   for  treafon,   and  found  guilty;    but 
5    bis  efcape  out  of  priibn,  by  connivance, 
^overto  the  then  common  afylum,  Holland, 
"e  be  was  indeed  as  bufy,  but  not  fo  cautious, 
Incky,  as  his  wily  friend  Stair  :  For  ventur* 
00  foon,  and  on  his  own  ftrengtb,  to  make 
Attempt  which,    at  his  taking  the  Teft,  he 
t  to  have  had  in  view,  he  was  difappointed, 
loft  his  head  on  a  fcaffold,  three  years  before 
grand  defign,  which  was  more  artfully  con- 
ed than  his   rafh  attempt  had  been,  could  be 
ght  to  perfedion.     Thus,  thefe  two  eminent 
ipions  of  Preibytery,    who,    whatever  fenti- 
ts  of  aflFe£tion   they   might  have  had  for  the 
rn,  were  avowed  enemies  of  the  church,  and 
introduced  this  double-faced  oath  to  entangle 
Epifcopal  Clergy,  were  unexpedcdly  caught 
le  trap  of  their  own  deviftng,  and  drew  down 
%  themfelves,  the  eifefts  of  an  ad  which  they 
intended  and  hoped  ihould  have  (grated  an- 
T  way. 

iowever,  a  foundation  was  now  laid  ;  and  this 

rity,    as  it   was  called,    to  a    nobleman  of 

Vol.  II.  3  CL  Argyle's 


490       ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY 

M.TTEK  Argyle's  note  and  figure,  was  made  a  phuSibk 
I'L     handle,  to  keep  up  the  malignant  humour  againft 
both  church  and  ftate  :    For  foon  after  this,  the 
adminiftration  was  alarmed  by  the  difcoveryofa 
new  plot  for  aflfafTmating  the  King  and  his  bro- 
ther, in  their  returning  from  Newmarket  to  Loo- 
don,  at  a  private  houfe   on  the  road  called  the 
Rye,  from  which  circumdance,  it  has  been  called 
the  Rye- houfe  Plot.     The  firft  difcovery  of  this    I 
deep  laid  fcheme  was  made  on  the  12  th  of  June 
1683,  andtheprofecution  ofit,  which  lafted  fome 
weeks,  brought  to  light  a  great  number  in  both 
nations  who  had  been  engaged  in  it ;    fome  of 
whom  efcaped  in  time,  and  others  fuffered  for  it» 
Of  the  Englifli,  the  perfon  of  the  greateft  charac- 
ter, and  who  was  mod  regretted  on  account  of  his 
virtues  in  private  life,  was  the  Lord  RuiTel,  eldeil: 
fon  to  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  who  was  found  guilty^ 
and  beheaded  on  the  21ft  of  July.     This  noble 
Lord   was  attended,  when  under  condemnatioDf 
by  two   eminent  divines.  Dr.  Tillotfon,  and  our 
countryman  Dr.  Burnet,  who  both   laboured  to 
convince  him  of  the  finfulnefs  of  the  courfe  he 
was  engaged  in :    And  to  work  the  more  efie^ 
upon  him,  Dr.  Tillotfon  wrote  him  a  letter  the 
day  before  his  execution,  in  which  he  puts  iixt^ 
in  mind,  *  That  the  chriftian  religion  doth  plaiti^ 

*  ly  forbid  the  refifting  of  authority :  That  thc^ 

*  our  religion  is  eftablifhed  by  law,  which  is  tb^ 

*  only  difference  that  can  be  urged  between  ou^ 
'^  cafe  and  that  of  the  primitive  chriflians  ;  yet,  i# 
^  the  fame  law  which  eftabliOies  Qur  religion,  it  U 
^  declared,  that  it  is  not  lawful,  on  any  pretence 
^  whatever,   to  take  up  arms  againfl:  the  King^ 

*  which  ties  the  hands  of  fubjeds,  tho'  the  law  oi 
^  jriature,  and  general  rules  of  faipturC)  had  kfe 
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^  'Ug  at  liberty :  And  that  his  Lordfliip's  opinion  letter 
^  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  refiftance  in  certain  cafes,      U* 
18  contrary  to  the  declared  doftrine  of  all  Pro- 
teflant  churches,  tho*  fome  particular  perfons 
have   fometimes  taught  otherwife  :*  Begging  his 
-     Lordfhip,    therefore,    to  confider   how  it  will 
agree  with  an  avowed  afferting  of  the  Proteftant 
religion,  to  go  contrary  to  the  general  current  of 
the  Proteftant  doftrine/ 

The  arguments  of  thefe  two  famous  Doftors  at 
lihis  time,  upon  this  intricate  fubjed,   efpecially 
tikis  ftrong  letter,  were  brought  to  their  remem- 
brance fome  years  after,  upon  the  then  apparent 
change  in  their  condud ;    and  an  attempt  was 
made,  from  their  fide,  to  reconcile  that  condudt 
to  their  former  principles,  but  with  what  juftice 
for  ftrength  of  reafoning  on  either  fide,  I  (hall  not 
take  upon  me  to  determine.     I  ihall  only  obferve 
how  rdhionable  it  was  then  to  pretend,  at  leaft, 
an  expreilion  of  fondnefs   for  the  now  ridiculed 
doftrine  of  Non*re(iftance  and  Paflive  Obedience  ; 
sand  that  not  only    among  the  Epifcopal  clergy, 
irhom  their  enemies  are  daily  reprefenting  as  the 
&tterers  of  Kings  and  enflavers  of  the  people,  but 
even  among  thofe  who  publicly  avowed  an  oppofi- 
tion  to  Prelacy,  and  would   be  thought  the  only 
defenders  of  the  liberties  and  rights  of  mankind : 
For  the  Prelbyterian  Synod  of  Fife,  in  their  *  Sea- 

•  fonable  word  of  exhortation  and  admonition 

•  againft  Epifcopacy,*  in  April  1 66 1 ,  ufe  as  high- 
flowing  language  this  way,  as  the  moft  fawning 
writer  of  the  flavifli  tribe  could  have  done,  where, 
fpeaking  of  King  Charles  on  his  reftoratibn,  they 
call  him  '  their  Sovereign,  inferior  to  none  but 
'  God,  who   is  his  only  Judge,  inverted  by  God 

•  with  a  peerlefs  fupremacy  over  all  perfons  and 

3  Qjz  *  rank* 
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LETTER  *  tanks  within  his  dominions,  the  chief  nttz£ 
LI.     *  father  of  the  church,  and  keeper  of  both  i 
^  tables  of  God's  law ;  the  fovereign  protedor  i 
^  defender  of  the  worfliip  and  ordinances  of  Gc 

*  God's  vicegerent,  fent  by  him  to  bear  the  fw 

*  with  imperial  power ;  the  fupreme  civil  gov 
^  nor  over  all  perfons,  in  all  caufes,  civil  and  i 

*  clefiaftical,  &c.    Who,  if  in  any  thing  to  be  i 

*  joined  we  cannot  give  aftive  obedience,  we  ho 

*  will  be  pacified  by  our  paffive  obedience,  whi 
^  we  refolve  to  yield,  as  our  God  calleth  us,  i 
^  ther  than  to  fm  againft  him/  Such  ym  \ 
language  then,  however  much  exploded  now ;  n 
inconfiilent,  indeed,  with  the  practices  and  pk) 
which,  under  thefe  fine  founding  profeffions, 
much  infefted  both  this  reign  and  the  next. 

Of  the  Scotch  partners  in  the  Rye-houfe  afi 
the  principal  fufferer  was  Baillie  of  Jervifwoc 
who  was  condemned  and  executed  next  year  I 
his  (hare  in  it.  Befides  him  were  concerned,  I 
Earl  of  Tarras,  the  Lord  Melvil,  the  Lairdi 
Cefnock,  Polwart,  Torwoodlie,  Weftfhiels,  h 
ilon,  Lenfhaw,  Gallowfhiels,  and  Philipbauf 
Sir  John  Cochran,  Commiffary  Monro,  the  t 
independent  preachers^  Carftairs  and  Fergut 
with  many  others  of  lefs  note,  fome  of  whom  | 
over  fea,  and  others  faved  their  lives  by  turn 
evidence.  Thus  was  an  end  put  to  this  traitor 
combination,  which  was  intended  to  have  prod 
ed  moft  fatal  confequences  to  the  nation  ;  and 
King  having  retrafted  his  former  abufed  im 
gences,  both  church  and  ftate  were  now  in  a 
way  of  enjoying  fome  degree  of  peace  and  qi 
from  the  further  attempts  of  fanatics  of  any  ki 
But  in  the  beginning  almoft  of  this  flattering  ] 
fpeft,   an  'unlooked  for  event  happened,  wh 
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V>y    a  chain  of  co-operating  circumftances,  paved  letter 
tile    way  for  the   Revolution  that  followed  foon     ^^ 
after:  For  on  the  6th  of  Febniary  1685,  his  Ma- 
ydkf^  King  Charles  IL  died  at  Whitehall,  with- 
out lawful  iflue,  in  the  55th  year  of  his  age,  and 
37th  of  his  reign ;  a  Prince  of  fuch  a  mixture  of 
qualities,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  form  a  general 
chara&er  of  him,  further  than  what  is  univerlally 
acknowledged,  that  what  we  call  good  nature  and 
a  defire  of  eafe,  was  predominant  in  his  conftitu* 
tioxi  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  may  juftly  be  faid 
of    him,    "  He  loved   neither  to  give  nor  take 
**  trouble;''  but  how  far  this  is  commendable  in 
9  Kingy  is  not  for  me  to  fay. 

lam,  &c. 


uetter 
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Peaceable  AcceJJion  of  James  VII. His  Attach* 

ment  to  Popery^  and  impolitic  Meafures'—^d^t' 

iiful  behaviour  of  the  Scotch  Bijhops  and  Clerff 

The  Kings  Proclamation  agcun/i  the  Ttfi 

And  Toleration  of  Recufants Confe(pu»* 

ces  of  it'-'-^Declaration  of  the  Prince  of  Orw^ 
He  invades  England^  and  obliges  the  Khf 
iof  take  Refuge  in  France. 

^0.1685.  nr*HE  fame  day  that  Charles  died,  his  only  for-" 
1     viving  brother  James  Duke  of  Albany  andi 
York  was  proclaimed  at  London  with  the  ufual 
folemnity,  and  with  all  the  appearances  of  uniter* 
fal  fatisfadion.     On  the  28  th  of  April  the  Pzxhf 
ment  of  Scotland  met,  and  after  reading  the  ne^ 
King's  letter,  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry  the  coiD^ 
miiuoner  made  a  fpeech  to  them,  in  which,  *'  b^ 
•  aflures  them  of  his  Majefty's  refolution  to  maiU* 
^  tain  and  proted  the  government  of  the  churcl^ 
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\j  law  eftabliflied,  together  with  the  rights  lettsr 
liberties  of  the  people^  and  recommends  to     LII. 
n  the  fuppreffing  that    fanatical  and  irre- 
mable  party,  who  had  brought  them  to  the 
ik  of  ruin  and  difgrace,  and  were  not  more 
i\%  againft  the  King,  than  enemies  to  man- 
1'     In  return  to  which  the  Parliament  paf- 
le  following  a£h.     i  •  For  ratifying  and  con- 
ig,  in  their  whole  ftrength  and  tenor,  all  for- 
.ds  and  ftatutes  for  the  fecurity,  liberty  and 
)m  of  the  true  church  of  God,  and  the  Pro- 
it  religion,    prefently    profefled  within  the 
lorn.    2.  For  annexing  and  uniting  the  excife 
reign  and  inland  commodities  to  the  crown 
:otiand  for  ever.     3.  Ordaining  that  all  fuch 
OS  as  being  cited  in  cafe  of  high  treafon^  field 
Loufe-conventicles,    or    church-irregularities, 
refiife  to  give  teftimony,  fhall  be  liable  to  be 
bed  as  guilty  of  thefe  crimes  refpedively  in 
h  they  refufe  to  be  witnefles.    4.  Making  a 
111  offer  to  the  King  of  260,000  pounds  year- 
ring  his  life.  And  5.  Declaring  that  the  giving 
iking  the  national  covenant,  as  explained  in 
,  or  the  folemn  league  and  covenant  common- 
called,  or  writing  in  defence  of  them,  or 
ng   them  to   be   lawful   and  obligatory  on 
fdves  or  others,  (hould  incur  the  crimes  and 
;  of  treafon. 

ius  the  reign  of  James  had  a  promifrng  enough 
arance  in  the  beginning :  but  this  agreeable 
ycBi  was  foon  interrupted*  For  within  a  few 
IS,  Argyle  landed  from  Holland  in  hopes  of 
verful  jun^on  at  home,  and  being  taken  at 
Lpatrick  before  he  could  collect  a  fuificient 
5,  was  carried  to  Edinburgh,  and  on  the  30th 
luie  beheaded,  on  his  former  fentence.    This 

early 
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urrm  early    piece  of  juftice  immediately  opened  t^ 
LIL    mouths  of  the  fecret  malecontents,  and  awaken^ 
the  remembrance  of  the  profeciiti^as  for  the  l^tt 
plot,  which  in  the  next  reign  the  fucce&ful  part^ 
magnified  with  great  bttternefs,  and  to  this  da/ 
exclaim  againft,  as  flagrant  inflaoces  of  the  cruefy 
and  fanguinary  tyranny  of  the  two  Stuart  bro* 
thers.  *     Yet  the  Parliament  continued  their  esc* 
preflions  of  loyalty^  and  on  hearing  of  Argyie's 
invafion  in  Scotland,  and  Monmouth's  much  about 
the  fame  time  in  England,  they  promifed   ^'  to 
*'  ftand  by   his  Majefty  with  their  lives  and  far- 
*^  tunes  without  referve,"  not  meaning  thereby  to 
introduce  a  blind  flavery,  as  has  been  malidooily 
pretended,  but  merely  to  exclude  thofe   treafbna* 
ble  limitations  of  obedience  invented  by  the  Cove^ 
nanters,  contrary  to  (landing  laws,  and  on  pur* 
pofe  to  feduce  people  into  rebellion. 

Thus  matters  went  on  here  for  a  while,  calmly 
and  peaceably  enough,  notwithftanding  the  Kiog't 
attachment  to  Popery,  which  was  univer£illy 
known,  and  which  his  greateft  enemies  acbaov- 
ledge  was  the  only  blemifli  in  his  charader.-*. 
And  indeed  when  we  remember  what  a  hihex  he 
was  educated  under^  till-he  was  fifteen  years  of  age^ 
a  man  who  had  given  fuch  proofs  of^  his  under-  • 
ftanding  the  religious  controverfies  of  the  dmei 
as  fully  as  mofl  men  in  his  day,  and  who  may  be 

*  Thefe  people  would  do  well  to  remember  what  tef^ 
aot  many  years  before  to  the  two  Marquifles  of  Haouy  ittl 
Mootrofe,  to  Prefident  SpotTwood,  to  the  Latrd  of  Haddo^  um^ 
hundreds  of  Gentlemen  more,  many  of  whom  fell  aiacrifeetotlie 
refentment  ofthis  very  Argyle's  father,  in  the  bloody  days  of cbe 
Covenants  befides  the  many  thoafands  who  died  in  the  dvii  vtft 
the  guilt  of  which  lies  on  them  who  raiied  it,  and  oe? er  oat^ 
the  lead  profelEon  of  repentance  for  jt« 

6id 
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^re  been  a  martyr  for,  as  he  was  a  conftant  i.ETTER 
ut  adherer  to,  the  principles  of  pure  pro-  LIT. 
riftianity,  as  diftinguifhed  both  from  popifh 
3n,  and  convenanted  fanaticifm,  we  cannot 
ling  that  this  fon  had,  like  his  eld^r  bro- 
.tinued  to  be  fatlsfied  with  the  religion  of 
:her.  But  it  is  needlefs  now  to  be  wiQi- 
eafoning  upon  the  point.  The  faft  was 
ur  wifhes,  and  as  matters  turned  out,  a- 
is  R  oyalty  and  worldly  intereft.  For  in 
^  where  his  perfonal  prefence  made  his 
more  confpicuous,  his  popifli  attachments 
^n  to  raife  jealoufies  and  apprehenfions 
rejudice  :  And  thefe  were  increafed  by 
|>olitic  meafures,  which  whether  he  was 
them  by  the  treachery  of  others,  or  entire- 
;  force  of  his  own  inclination,  were  made 
ndles  of  offence.  Such  were  his  orders 
\i  1686,  to  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury 
bit  the  clergy's  preaching  on  controverfi- 
;  the  fufpending  the  Bifhop  of  London 
nber,  by  the  high  commiffion  court  of  his 
s  erection  ;  the  fending  a  formal  ambaflk* 
e  Pope,  and  receiving  a  Nuncio  from  him, 
then  Pope  was  none  of  his  friends }  the 
pon  the  two  univerfities  of  Oxford  and 
[ge,  in  forcing  members  upon  them  againft 
tutes  ;  and  his  admitting  his  Jefuit  con* 
ther  Petre,  into  the  privy  council,  which, 
old,  his  Italian  Queen,  ropifh  as  (he  was, 
m  her  knees,  tho'  to  no  purpofe,  might  be 

irregular  proceedings  in  fuch  a  fhort  time, 
ningly  of  no  great  moment  in  thpmfelves, 
g  of  a  fufpicious  look  in  their  probable 
:nce$,  imperceptibly  and  progreiEvely  gen« 
iU.  3  R  ^«^ 
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Earl  of  Aberdeen,  and  Jiad  1 
firm  Protellant,  changing  his 
ing  the  King's  ;  with  a  view,  i 
better  by  that  compliance  of  tl 
berry,  with  whom  he  had  foi 
matters  of  office,  and  who  ac 
this  new  &vourite,  was  turned 
poft.    , 

But  the  great  ground  of  qu 
i}eginning  of  the  year  1686, 
bringing  into  the  fecond  feflfioi 
famous  bill  for  taking  off  th< 
penal  laws  againft  the  Papift 
vourite  point  with  the  King^ 
much  at  heart  to  accompliOi. 
bufinefs  thrown  upon  the  Bi 
parliamentary  charafter  they 
a  (hare  in  it.    It  was  their  misf 
unanimous  in  their  fentiments 
^eed  was  not  to  be  much  wo 
nature  of  the  propofal,   and  tl 
in  which  they   ftood^  as  belc 
church  and  to  the  (late.     As 
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Mng  under  the  perpetual  terror  of  bloody  penaliies  letter 
for  religious  miitaj^es.    It  is  true  the  bill  was  footi    LH. 
piaflied  :    For  it  went  no  further  than  the  Lords  '  ^  ^ 
of  the  articles,  and  never  came  into  the  houfe,— 
put  the  difappointment  produced  grievous   and 
irifible  effefts.     Such  of  the  Miniftry  as  oppofed 
the  chancellor  and  the  court  were  removed  from 
their  offices,  and  amongft  the  reft  the  Advocate's 
place  was  taken  from  the- learned  Sir  George  Mac- 
kenzie, who  was  as  able  a  lawyer  and  as  loyal  a 
fubjed  as  the  King  had,  and  given  to  Stair's  eldefl: 
ion.  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  to  the  great  furprize  of 
many  who  knew  the  fon's  principles  to  be  the 
Enne  with  the  father's,  and  feared  the  confequences 
of  fuch  a  man  getting  into  fuch  an  employment. 
But  the  weight  of  the  King's  difpleafure  fell  mod 
foifibly  upon  the  church,  where  he  expefted   to 
have  found  the  readied  fubmiflion,  and  over  which 
the  affertory    ad  gave  him   fuch   an   unlimited 
power. 

To  foften  this  difpleafure  if  poffible,  two  of  the 
Bifhops,  the  Primate  Rofs  of  St.  Andrews  and  Bp. 
Paterfon  of  Edinburgh  went  to  court,  and  in  March 
drew  up  and  fubfcribed  a  paper,  in  which  they  fay, 

*  It  feemeth  reafonable  and  dutiful  to  grant  what 

*  his  Majefty  defireth  may  be  done  for  him,  viz. 

*  To  take   oflF  the  fanguinary  laws  concerning  re- 
^  ligion,  in  fo  far  as  tney  infer  the  pains  of  death 

*  or  forfeiture  againftihofe  of  his  perfuafion  mere* 

*  ly  for  their  religion,  and  that  the  Papifls  have 
^  an  eafe  and  immunity  from  the  execution  of  the 

*  other  penalties  civil  or  criminal   contained   in 
^  the  laws,  merely  and  allenarly  for  their  religion 

*  and  exercife  of  their  worftiip  in  private  houfes. 

*  This  feemeth  to  us,  who  are  not  Lawyers,  to 

*  be  equitable  and  reafonable  to  be  done,  con- 

3  R  3       .  *  fider- 
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(idering  that  the  execution  of  fanguinary  laws 
has  fallen  into  an  abfolute  defuetude   for  many 
years  pad,  and  fmce  upon  doing  hereof  his  Ma^ 
jefty  is  fo  gracious  as  not  to  intend  or  deftre  thc^ 
repealing  of  any  laws  already  made  for  the  fe^ 
curity  of  the  Proteftanc  religion,  but  is  willing 
further  to  eftabliih  and  confirm  the  fame  by  my 
other  laws  or  zGts  of  Parliament,  that  can  be 
made  for  that  end.    Nor  do  we  fee  any  danger 
or  infecurity  arifing   to  our  eftabliihed  Protct 
tant  religion  by  fo  doing,  but  rather  an  apparent 
*  benefit,  by  his  Majefly  s  confenting  to  a  more 
full  and  ample  fecurity  thereof:   And  this  is  but 
our  own  private  opinion,  for  we  cannot  under- 
take to  fay   that  this  would   be  the  opinion  of 
others.     For  as  we  are  clearly  determined  by 
God's  grace  to   continue  firm  and   conflant  in 
the  reformed  Proteftant  religion  to  our  lives  end^ 
fo  alfo   are  we  to  ferve  our  mofl  gracious  fo- 
vereign,  and  to  comply  with  his  propofals  and 
defires,  as  far  as  they  do  confift  with  the  fafety 
of  our  confciences  and  religion,  upon  which  we 
aiTure  ourfelves  his  Majefty's  grace  and  goodneft 
will  never  impofe.* 
This  paper,  tho*  expreffive  of  duty  to,  and  coft- 
fidence  in  the  King,  to  a  degree  which  even  gave 
offence  to  many,  yet  did  not  altogether  avert  the 
impending  ftorm.     For  on  the  22d  of  May  the 
King  wrote  a  letter  to  the  privy-council,  ordering 
them  to  remove  Bifhop  Bruce  of  Dunkeld  from 
his  diocefs,  which  was  put  in  execution  accord* 
ingly.     Other  two  Bilhops  had  been  marked  ^ 
vi£iims  to  the  wrath*  of  the  court  on  this  trjfrsA 
occafion,  but  by  fome  means  or  other  they  h^i 
been  overlooked,  and  the  Ilroke  lighted  on  Bifbof 

Bruce«  who  it  feems^  had  either  been  more  a^^"^ 

-  is 
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I  oppofition,  or  had  fewer  friends  than  his  LirrrrR - 
ren.     Nor  did  thefe  vioient  proceedings  ftop     LII 

For  in  a  few  months  after,  another  -  of  our 
»ps,  and  he  no  lefs  than  the  Atchbifliop  of 
;ow,  met  with  the  fame  fate  by  a  Kkc  ftrctch 
5  regal  fupremacy,  the  occafion  of  which  -wa* 

The  King's  inclinations  to  popery,  and  his 
avowing  of  them  in  fo  ftrong  a  manner,  with 
ountenance  of  the  chancellor's  friendfliip  and 
OxoTij  had  fet  the  Romifli  mlffionaries  agog, 
imboldened  them  to  fpread  their  diftingniOi- 
enets  with  more  opennefs  sind  freedom  than 
thought  confiftent  with  either  the  (landing 
or  the  public  fafety.  This  unwelcome  ap-^ 
nee  had  alarmed  the  whole  nation,  and  the 
1  bad  been  increafed  by  an  unexpected  cif- 
bnce  which  had  lately  occurred,  to  the 
ize  of  all  Europe.     The  French  King  Louis 

our  King's  coufin  german,  had  laft  year  by 
ibfolute  power  revoked  and  annulled  the  fa- 
ledidt  ofNantz,  which  his  grandfather  Henry 
liad  granted  in  favour  of  the  Proteftants,  to 
^  them  the  free  and  undid  urbed  exercife  of 

religion,  and  which  had  been  again  and  a- 

folemnly  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  even  by 
Gng  himfelf  among  the  firft  afts  of  his  reign» 
lis  happening  at  the  time  of  a  Popifh  King'^ 
Son  to  the  throne  of  Britain,  looked  like  a 
ned  combination  between  the  two  monarchs 
[trefs,  and  even  exterminate  their  Proteftartt 
Qs  :  and  while  the  Romifh  Priefts  here  were, 
r  the  fupport  of  fo  favourable  a  conjundure, 
ing  themfelves  with  all  their  might  to  propa« 
their  doftrines  and  make  profelytes,  it  was 
:o  be  thought,  neither  would  it  have  been 
iable,  that  the  eftablifhed  clergy  could  or  would 
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LETTER  be  flack  in  defending  the  dignity  and  puritv  o^^ 
LU.     their  religion,  by  every  method  which  the  law^^ 

U^v>^  allowed  tnem,  and  their  ftadons  rec^uired  of  thexx^*^ 
Among  the  many  who  ftood  forth  m  this  import 
tant  ftruggle,  Dr.  James  Canaries  minifter  of  SeJ^ 
kirk  in  the  dioceb  of  Glafgow,  being  employed 
to  preach  on  the  14th  of  February  1686,  in  the 
high  church  of  Edinburgh,  before  a  numerous  au- 
ditory, where  mod  of  the  privy  council  and  mant 
of  the  Bifliops  were  prefent,  made  it  his  bafineU 

FromOd.  to  point  out  and  argue  againll  the  various  comip- 

^*  ^*  tions  of  popery,  warning  and  exhorting  his  atuU- 
ence,  as  they  tendered  their  eternal  welfare,  to  b^ 
ware  of  being  perverted  to  a  religion  fo  contrary 
to  the  fpirit,  and  fo  deilrudlve  of  the  great  defiga 
of  the  gofpel. 

The  Chancellor,  on  hearing  of  this  flaming  Ier« 
mon,  was  fo  enraged  at  it,  that  having  fent  foi 
the  I)oGtoT  in  a  day  or  two,  he  abufed  him  with 
threatening,  and  even  fcurrilous   language  ;   anil 
not  fatisfied  with  venting  his  pafTion  in  words,  be 
ordered  the  Archbiftiop  of  Glafgow,  Dr.  Caimr 
crofs,  to  punifh  him  for  his  prefumption  f  threat' 
ening,  if  be  did  not,  to  take  another  courfe  witt^ 
them  both.     The  Archbifhop,  being  on  the  on^^ 
hand  afraid   of  the  Chancellor's  refentment,  ami^ 
not  willing  to  lofe  his  popularity  on  the  other 5r 
prevailed  with  the  Doctor  to  ftep  out  of  the  way  ^ 
little,  and  go  up  to  London,  under  pretence '<^ 
making  friends  at  court.     While  the  Do&or 
at  London,  he  ihewed  his  fermon  to  the  Bifliop  a 
Ely,  and  fome  others,  who  highly  approved  it 
and  procured  it  to  be  printed,  under  the  title  o 
*'  Rome's  Additions   to  Chriftianity  ;"    with  s 
long  letter,  by  way  of  vindication,  prefixed  to  ic:  ^ 
This  inflamed  the  Chancellor  and  his  party  ffi^"* 
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:  againft  the  Archbifhop,  fo  that,  to  ikve  ap*  letter 
inces,  he  called  the  Do^or  before  the  Synod    XU* 
:ebles,  and  having  in  vain  tampered  with  him 
emit,    for    preventing    worfe  confequences, 

I  kind  of  inhibition  upon  him,  not  to  ofe  his 
[Iry  for  fome  time.  However,  the  Chancellor 
lot  pacified  with  this  partial  cenfure ;  and  in 
,  the  contention  about  the  fermon,  and  the 
or's  errand  to  London,  which  the  Chancellor 
imed  bitterly  againft,  as  injurious  to  him, 
kept  up  after  a  ftrange  manner  for  fome 
hs,  till  in  end,  the  afiair  reaching  the  King's 

orders  came  down,  in  December,  to  have 
Lrchbifliop  and  Canaries  confronted  together, 
•zamined  by  the  Chancellor,  in  prefence  of 
Vmate  and  other,  two  Bifhops. 
t  this  meeting,  the  Archbiihop  was  found 
ly  blameable  by  all  prefent,  for  having  played 
K)Utician  too  much  between  the  Chancellor 
the  Doftor  ;  and  though,  to  recover  the 
ad  which  he  now  faw  he  had  loft,  he  declared 
*adinels  to  retrad  his  former  fcruples,  and  to 

II  lengths  with  the  King's  defire  of  favour  to 
^pifts,  it  availed  nothing  for  favour  to  him« 

For  in  January  next  year,  the  King  fent 
1  his  letters  of  deprivation  againft  him ;  by 
e  of  which,  the  Privy  Council  did,  on  the 

of  January  1687,  *  Declare  and  ena£t,  the 
1  Alexander,  late  Archbifhop  of  Glafgow,  re* 
fved  from  that  Metropolitical  See,  and  depriv- 

of  any  right,  title,  benefit,  or  privilege, 
ich  he  had  or  enjoyed  of  the  faid  Archbiihop* 
any  manner  of  way  i  and  that,  from  the 
r  and  date  of  his  Majefty's  letter,  recorded  in 
nr  books ;  and  appoint  intimation  of  thb  aft 
be  duly  made  to  the  faid  late  Archbifhop  :* 

Whicli 
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urrER  Which  was  done  accordingly.    And  the  very  day 
LIL    after  this  aft  of  council,  the  King's   letters  were 
prelentedy    recommending    Dr.    John    Paterfon, 
Bifhop  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  Archbifhop  of  Glai^ 
gow,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Alexander  Cairncroft^ 
now  deprived.     The  See  of  Dunkeld,  which  ha(S 
been  vacated  in  the  fame   manner  laft  year,  bad 
been  filled,  on  the    19th  of  Oflober,  with  Dr* 
John  Hamilton,  a  defcendant  of  Archbifliop  Ha* 
mil  ton,  the  lad  Popifli  Primate ;  and  this  year  the 
King,  among  the  many  party-coloured  denomina- 
lions  of  clergy,  who,  he  was  willing,  fhould  tafte 
of  the  merciful  cup  of  his  prerogative,  grants  di/^ 
penfation,    of  date  Augufl  i  c,    1687,   *  to  Dr# 
^  Bruce,  late  Bifhop  of  Dunkeld,  for  exercifing 
•  the  fundion  of  the  miniftry  ;*  in  profecution  (J 
which   Royal  rehabilitation,    on  the  4th  of  May 
thereafter,  he  fends  his  Conge  d'Elire  to  the  Chap* 
ter  of  Orkney,    and   nominates    Andrew,   late 
Bifhop  of  Dunkeld,  to  be  by  them  ele&ed  Biihop    ; 
of  that  See,    vacant   fince  the   death  of  Biibcp  .  ' 
Mackenzie  in  February  before. 

It  might  be  reckoned  invidious  to  the  memory  | 
of  an  unfortunate  Prince,  to  offer  any  comment  ; 
upon  thefe  high  exertions  of  a  power,  whicbi 
whether  inherent  in  the  Crown,  or  affixed  to  it  hj 
A£ls  of  Parliament,  was  fo  burdenfome  and  detn- 
mental  to  the  church.  Yet,  whatever  ientiments 
this  Popifh  King  had  entertained  of  the  Epifcopal 
Church  of  Scotland,  whofe  government  and  liber- 
ties he  had  folemnly  promifed  to  defend  and  main- 
tain, it  was  very  ftrange  that  he  (hould  thus,  at 
his  own  pleafure,  and  in  fuch  an  arbitrary  mamier, 
turn  out,  and  do  what  he  could  to  exaufiorate 
Bifliops,  for  with-holding  their   approbation  ftotf^    , 

mcifures  which  appeared  injurious  to  the  interefts 

of 
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that  church,  of  which,  b^  their  office,  they  lsttm 
ere  governors.  I  would,  therefore,  put  it  as  a  Jlilt* 
iicftion  to  be  ferioufly  pondered  by  the  fihcere  "^ 
imirers  of  the  primitive  plan  of  ecciefiaftic  coa« 
itution.  Whether  the  external  dignities,  honours, 
od  emoluments,  annexed  by  the  ftate  to  the 
hmrch,  be  really  a  iufficient  equivalent  for  thefe 
ppreflive  incumbrances,  which  yet  are  but  natu* 
il  and  neceflary  confequences  of  that  annexation  % 
nd  how  £ar  any  church,  which  pretends  to  copy 
fter  the  original  model,  and  has  enjoyed  the  be« 
efits  of  ecclefialtic  freedom,  under  the  outward 
i(sidvantages  of  political  fepars^tion,  can,  in  con« 
mity  to  fuch  profeilions  and  enjoyments,  and 
urely  as  a  Church,  abflrafledly  from  other  con* 
derations,  wiih  for  a  legal  re-eftabli(hment, 
ogged  with  thefe  unpleaiant,  tbo'  unavoidable 
inditions  ? 

The  King  having  failed  in  his  firft  attempt  for 
e  fecurity  of  his  Popifh  fubjeds,  refolved  to  go 
other  way  to  work,  and  try  to  effed  by  Prero- 
tire,  what  he  could  not  compais  by  Parliament* 
:cordingly,  on  the  12th  of  February  1687,  he 
ibliihed    a  Proclamation,  difpeniing,  by  virtue 

his  abfolute  power,  with  aJl  tefts  and  penal 
ITS  of  any  kind ;  and  allowing  full  liberty  of 
>iifcience  to  every  denomination  of  recufants,  in 
at  his  andeot  kingdom  of  Scotland,  Such  a 
Iciation,  from  a  King  of  James' principles,  tbo' 
•jetted  in  terms  of  a  general  compreheniion, 
1$  fiiipe&ed  to  have  a  particular  afped,  and  to 
;  mainly  intended  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  fa- 
ttirites,  by  claffing  them  with  what  might  be 
toiight  lefs  obnoxious  company.  .  It  wa$  faid  too, 
lat  the  difpeniing  power  was  of  dangerous  admif^ 
m  m  (he  prec^ent }  a^d^  if  it  ihoaM  b^  <alle4 
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UTTER  in .  quedion,  would  be  but  uncertain  in  the  co: 
lAL     tinuaace*      Yet,    the  Prelbyterians    readily  lai-^ 
hold  of  it,  and  began  immediately  to  build  me^^ 
ing-houlies  and  call  preachers,  without  any  fu^5 
cion  of  the  deflgn,  or  thought  about  the  dunti<^^ 
of  it.    Andfo  happy  were  they,  with  thisamb^ 
guous  infringement  of  law  in  their  favour,  tha  ^ 
forgetting  their  profeflfed  averfion  to  Papifts,  hot.  J 
in  perfon  and  principle,  they  feni  up  a  formal  ad 
drefs  of  thanks  to  the  King,  of  which  the  foUov^ 
Ing  is  a  copy  : 
^  To  the  King's  mod  excellent  Majefty,   thm^ 
humble  Addrefs  of  the  Prefbyterian  Miniftexn 
in  his  Majefly's  kingdom  of  Scotland*    May  it 
pleafe  your  Majefty  ;    We,  your  Majefty's  moi? 
loyal  fubje£ls,  the  Minifters  of  the  Prefbyteriaii 
perfuafion  in  your  ancient  kingdom  of  Scodaod, 
from  the  deep  fenfc  we  have  of  your  Maj^y's 
gracious  and  furprizing    favour,   in   not  only 
putting  a  (top  to  our  long  fad  fufferings  for  Non- 
conformity, but  granting  us  the  liberty  of  the 
public  and  peaceable  exercife  of  our  minifterial 
fimdion  without  any  hazard,  as  we  bleis  the 
great  God,    who  hath  put  this  in  your  royal 
heart,  do  withal  find  ourfelves  bound  in  duty  to 
offer  our  moft  humble  and  hearty  thanks  to  your 
facred  Maiefty,  the  favour  beftowed  being  to  us, 
and  all  the  people  of  our  perfuafion,  valuable 
above  all  our  earthly  comforts :  Efpedally,  finoe 
we  have  ground  from  your  Majeity  to  belieni 
that  our  loyalty  is  not  to  be  queflioned  on  ac« 
count  of  our  being  Prefbyterians,  who,  as  vit 
have,  amidfl  all  former  temptations,  endeavour- 
ed, fo  are  firmly  refolved,  flill  to  preferve  an 
entire  loyalty  in  our  do&rine  and  practice,  (coo- 
fonant  to  our  known  principles^  which,  acconl- 
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:o  the  Holy  Scriptures,  are  contained  in  the  ^^Tr^^ 
Feflion  of  Faith  generally  owned  by  Prefby- 
ns  in  all  your  Majefty's  dominions),  and, 
le  help  of  God,  fo  to  demean  omfelves,  as 

Majefty  may  find  caufe  rather  to  enlarge 

to  diminiih  your  &vour8  towards  us :  Tho- 
hlj  perfuading  ourfelves,  from  your  Majef- . 
jo^ce  and  goodnefs,  that  if  we  fhall,  at  any 
,   be  other  wife  reprefented,  your  Majefty: 
not  give  credit  to  fuch  infbnnation,  until 

take  due  cognition  thereof:  And  humbly 
iching,  that  thofe  who  promote  any  difloyal 
dpies  and  prafHces,  as  we  do  difown  them, 
be  looked  upon  as  none  of  ours,  whatever 
e  they  may  aflfume  to  themfelves.  May  it 
t  your  mod  excellent  Majefty,  graciovjflj 
xept  this  our  humble  Addrefs,  ^  proceecU 
from  the  plainnefs  and  fimplidty  of  loyal 

thankful  hearts,  much  engaged,  bj  tmt 
*  royal  favour,  to  continue  our  tervent 
era,  to  the  King  of  Kings,  for  divine  Ulurni* 
m  and  conduct,  with  all  other  bldfings  fyi^ 
d  and  temporal,  ever  to  attend  your  Royal 
on  and  Government ;  which  is  the  greateft 
r  can  be  rendered  to  your  Majefty,  by  your 
efty's  moft  humble,  moft  faithful,  and  moft 
lient  fubjeds*     At  Edinburgh,   July    ai, 

all  make  no  obfervations  on  this  temporizing 
of  fallacious  compliment,  neither  will  I  fay* 
ill  the  Prelbyterians,  either  preachers  or 
*,  were  in  the  fecret  of  what  was  certainly 
on  in  Holland  againft  his  Majefty  at  this 
No  doubt,  many  of  them  were  plain^ 
;  .men,  and  might  be  in  a  great  meafure 
;ers  to  the  machinations  of  the  dark  cunning 
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LETTER  poiincians  among  tbeiH,  fe  might,  in  the  fixtiflR^ 
LIT*     city  of  th^ir  hearts,  and  without  looking  fonMl^ 
to  confequences,     accept  the  King's  induIgato^M 
and  be  honeftly  thankftil  to  him  for  it.     On  tK^ 
other  hand,  it  is  as  little  to  be  doubted  that  otbera 
of  thenij  indeed  all  their  eminent  Preachers,  maii^ 
of  whom  had  been  in  Holland,  and  now  came  oyttm 
from  it,  had  kept  up  a  correfpondence  with  tb^ 
ihalecontent    fugitives,    Melvil,    Polwart,   Stair  . 
and  the  reft  of  them,  and  were,  by  that  means  ^ 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  defigns  on  footr. 
which  could  not  have  been  brought  to  fuch  a  cofiL^ 
plete  accomplifhment  fo  foon  aft^r,  without  Ak^ 
a  previous  correfpondence.    Now  what  appellatidxi 
belongs  to  thefe  men,  who  could  either  frame  or 
allow  their  eonfent,  tacit  or  open,  to  fuch  a  de- 
ceitful addrefs  to  a  King,  or  indeed  to  any  one,' 
whom  they  were  at  the  time  caballiiig  to  roift, 
may  be  referred  to  every  confcientious  Proteftant, 
who  hates  the  infamous  praftice  of  Jefuitical  ttpi^ 
vocation,  with  the  fame  zeal  with  which  his  chrit 
tianity  teaches  him  to  condemn  the  dodlriiie  of  it. 
But  acceptable  as  this  new  and  extenfive  in- 
dulgence was  to  the  inferior  people  in  the  South 
and  Weft,  who  haftily  and  thoughilefiy  took  hold 
of  it,  it  was  fome  time  before  thofe  of  higher 
quality  and  intereft,  even  there,  e6uld  be  perfuad- 
ed  to  truft  to  it.     As  for  the  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  in  fome  fliires^  there  were  not  above  V90 
meeting-houfes,  in  fome  none  at  ali,   and  in  all 
the  vaft  extent  of  country,  north  of  the  Tayi 
there  never  were  above  three  or  four,  and  thde 
too  neither  much  frequented,  nor  by  people  of 
great  figure :    all  which  is  a  kind   of  demosfin* 
tion,   how  little  fond  the  generality  of  the  natK** 
was  then  of  that  war,  notwithftanding  the  m^ 
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k  that  wa»  afterwards  itiade,  of  die  m-LCrrnt 
IS  of  the  people  being  in  favour  of  -it.—  LIL 
dcr  all  the  encouragement  now  given  to 
jrians  by  a  Popilh  King,  there  vras  a  party 
he  Weftem  counties,  of  the  meaner  ibri 
who  afted  more  confiftemly  with  then*  for- 
nciples  and  pra£bice,  and  would  in^  no  fbape 
>r  own  the  prefent  toleraticHiy  but  did  dpen- 
«ir  fermons,  and  by  their  pens,  declare" 
Bike  of  it,  and  railed  more  bitterly  againft 
rethren  who  took  the  benefit  or  it,  than 
the  clergy  eftablifhed  by  law.  Wherever 
achers  of  this  ftamp  came,  as  they  were  dtU\ 
andering  about  without  ariy  fixed  charge. 
Tied  great  numbers  of  the  Prefbytcrians 
nn,  and  would  preach  neither  in  kirk  nor 
;.houfe,  but  in  the  open  fields  and  on  the 
hills,  for  which  they  were  called  Moun- 
n  or  Field-preachers.  This  bold  and  dif* 
practice  was  equally  alarming  to  both  the 
ides.  The  government  publiihed  procla* 
I  againft  thefe  vagabond  preachers,  efpeci* 
unft  the  three  capital  ringleaders  among 
lennie,  Shiels  and  Houfi:on,  and  gave  com^ 
\  to  the  landholders  of  the  Preftyteriaii 
on  in  thofe  parts,  to  hold  juftice-courts 
their  own  diftrifts,  and  upon  feizing  any 
I  Hill-men,  to  punifh  them  as  the  law  or*- 
The  other  Prefbyterians  too,  who  had 
ed  the  indulgence,  were  grievoufly  offend^ 
liem,  and  exprelTed  great  keennefs  to  have 
ipprefled  at  any  rate  :  To  fuch  a  degree,  in* 
n  zeal,  that,  when  Rennie  was  apprehend- 
f  earneflly  prefled  the  King's  Advocate,  Sir 
lalrymple,  their  trufty  friend,  to  hang  the 
^  becaufe  he  was  likely  to  divide   their 

«  church." 
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UTTTER  "  church."    Such  were  the*  eSeds  of  this  indul-  - 
LIL     eence,  which  after  all  did  not  anfwer  the  King's 
'  intentions  in  the  mean  time,  and  in  end  was  made 
a  great  handle  of  outcry  againft  him,  by  the  very 
men  who  now  took  the  advantage  of  it,  and  pro- 
fefled  fo  much  gratitude  for  it. 

All  this  while  the  eftablifhed  clergy,  in  a  calm 
and.  quiet  manner,  did  what  they  could,  to  guard 
their  flocks  againft,  and  point  out  to  them  the  dan- 
ger of,  fchifiiiatical  pradices  and  heretical  doc- 
trines of  any  kind.     And  it  was  repeatedly  obfenr- 
ed  at  the  time,  that  while  the  church -men, .  who 
were  the  only  fufferers  by  this  indulgence,  were 
in  their  ftation  vigilant  and  zealous  arainft  the 
threatning  increafe  of  Popery,  the  Preibytenans, 
tho'  they  knew  this  was  the  defign  at  the  bottom, 
were  generally  filent  upcm  that  delicate  point,  u 
not  chufing  to  give  offence  to  thofe,  on  whofe  ac« 
count  they  had  met  with  fo  much   favour.    In* 
deed  the  fituation  of  the  eilablifhed  clergy  at  this 
time,  in  the  difcharge  of  their  fun&ion,  was  of  a 
moft  ticklifh  and  embarafling  nature.     On  the  one 
hand,  any  particular  appearance  of  zeal  a^unit 
the  errors  and  corruptions  of  the  church  of  Kome 
was  conlidered  as  affronting  the  King,  and  expof* 
ed  them  to  the  feverity  of  ihat  legal  power  whidi 
had  already  chaftifed  the  Bifliops  of  Glafgow  and 
Dunkeld.     On  the  other  hand,  the  PrefbyteriaoSs 
taking  tiold  of  the  comprehenfive  indulgence,  gave 
the  Parochial  minifters  all  the  diftiirbance  the) 
could,  by  trumping  up  accufations  againft  the0^ 
and  fomenting  malicious  inquiries  into  their  mor^^ 
chara£ter.  *    Such  was  the  pofture  of  our  eft^^ 

*  Two  in  (lances  of  this  in  the  year  1688  among  many  otlM^^ 
we  have  ft  pardcular  account  of,  the  one  of  Mr.  David  Rob  ^ 
nifierof  Faifley,  and  the  other  of  Mr.  Andrew  I>arimg  n 

bliflic^ 
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bfilhed  church,  between  the  weight  of  Popiih  jea-  Lrrrm 
loufy  upon  the  office,  and  the  iidults  of  Prefbyte*  LU. 
rian  malevolence  upon  the  reputation  of  her  cler- 
gy, and  all  the  fupport  they  had  under  thefe  dif- 
ferent attacks,  which  the  laws  could  not  fcreen 
them  from,  was  the  maintenance  of  a  good  caufe, 
and  the  comfort  of  a  good  confcience. 

Yet,  under  all  thefe  difcouraging  confequences 
of  the  indulgence,  there  was  one  circumftance 
lucky  for  our  clergy,  that  they  were  not  required, 
a$  their  brethren  in  England  were,  to  have  an  ac- 
tive hand  in  it,  by  publifliing  it  through  the  king- 
ilom.  In  England  the  King  had  on  the  4th  of 
April  1687  publiihed  a  declaration,   ^^  allowine 

*  liberty  of  confcience,  and  fufpending  and  diC* 
^  penfing  with  all  tefts  and  penal  laws,"  which  he 
lemfbrced  by  another  to  the  fame  punpofe  on  the 
'27th  of  April  1 688.  And  within  a  few  days  af- 
ter an  order  of  council  came  out,  ^  commanding 
^  this  lad  declaration  to  be  publickly  read  in  time 
**  of  divine  fervice,  on  fuchand  fuch  days,    in 

*  all  churches  and  chapels  in  the  kingdom,  and 
'  requiring  the  Biihops  to  caufe  copi^  of  it  be 
'  lent  and  diftributed  in  their  refpeflive  dioceflfes. 

*  to  be  read  accordingly/*  Againft  this  opprez- 
five  and  fuperfluous  order,  Archbifhop  Sancroift 

-uid  fix  of  his  fuffragans,  who  happened  to  be  ia 
town,  (igned  a^petition  to  his  Majefty,  begging  him 
•to  difpenfe  with  their  reading  or  diltributing  the 
-laid  declaration.  For  this  they  were  charged  with 
^^raming  and  prefenting  a  libel,  as  it  was  called^ 
"^nd  committed  to  the  Tower  on  the  8th  of  June, 
^ut  were  acquitted  in  Weftminfter-hall  on  the 


at  Stitchely  both  harrafled  on  the  fcore  of  alledged  Ibmcbd  bf 
Sreibytcrian  heritors^  aod  blackened  by^the  fubocned  teftimoaj 
.«if  Prefbyterian  witodTcs  in  (heir  refpe^ive  parI(hes«L 
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JUETTEit  agth,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  whole  city,  and  e 
LIL    of  the  army,  which  the  King  ia  perfon  was 
viewing  on  Hounflow-heath  at  the  time. 

This  was  xjbfi  mod  fatal  of  all  the  unlucky  ftccM 
that  the  King  had  been  betrayed  into ;  and  tac 
fufpicions  of  hi j  defigns  againft  the  Proceftant  re^ 
ligion  were  greatly  increafed,  by  his  dealing  ib 
liarihly,  and  in  fuch  an  arbitrary  way,  with  the 
Bifhops,  only  for  doing,  with  all  modefty,  what 
their  duty  as  BiQiops  both  required  and  entitled 
them  to  do.  He  began  at  lad  to  fee  his  error* 
and  attempted  fome  redifications  :  But  it  was  now 
too  late.  The  fchenie  which  had  been  fo  bxn|C 
forming,  and  to  which  all  the  plots  in  the  laft 
reign,  and  complaints  in  this,  were  fo  many  pre- 
parations, was  now  drawing  towards  a  complc« 
tion :  For  in  Oftober  there  came  over,  •  A  Dc^ 

•  claration.from  his  Highnefs  William  Henry,  by 
'  the  grace  of  God,  Prince   of  Orange,  of  the 

*  reafons  inducing  him  to  appear  in  arms  in  tbe 

•  kingdom  of  England,  for  preferving  ofthePro- 
^  teftant  Religion,  and  for  refloring  the  laws  antf 
^  liberties  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland/ 
This  Prince  of  Orange  was  the  King^s  nephew  ami 
fon-in-law,  which  gave  bim  a  pr efumptive  utle  to 
the  crown  both  by  his  mother  and  his  wife,  and 
afforded  him  a  pretext  for  inquiring  into  the  birdi 
of  the  fon,  who  had  been  born  to  the  King  on  tbe 
I  oth  of  June  before.  In  this  previous  decTaratioDi 
all  the  faults  and  illegalities,  as  they  are  called, 
pf  the  admtniftration  imder  both  his  undeSi  are 
enumerated  with  fufficient  aggravations ;  and  pro^ 
feffions  of  love  and  regard  to  the  interefts  of  Bri- 
tain are  held  forth,  in  terms  of  feemingly  the  moft 
difihterefted  candour. 

*  When  the  news  of  the  intended  invafion  readi- 
ed 
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eodand,  the  kingdom  was  univerfally  affed*  letter 
but  from  different  motives,  and  with  different  LIL 
^*  The  Prelbyterians,  who  had  been  long  look- 
for  it,  were  elevated  with  the  near  profpecl  of 
ng  their  wifhcs  gratified ;  and  the  Church-men 
ight  it  their  duty  to  exprefs  their  attachment 
heir  Sovereign,  at  this  alarming  cri(is«  The 
verfity  of  St.  Andrews  drew  up  an'addrefs  to 
King,  figned  by  the  Archbifliop,  as  Chan- 
>r,  and  by  all  the  Profeflbrs  and  Heads  of 
eges,  teftifying,  in  ftrong  language,  and  with 
idance  of  argument,  their  fl'edfaft  adherence 
le  chriftian  principles  of  loyalty  and  obedience, 

concluding  thus  ;  *  And  we  dare,  with  the 
iccreft  boldnefs  of  our  honeft  hearts,  affure 
urMajefty,  that  the  juft  and  never  unfafliion* 
Ic  notions  of  our  duty,  with  the  entire  truft 
d  confidence  which  we  repofe  in  your  Majefty, 
ill  ever  preferve  us  from,  being  diverted  or 
ghted  jfrom  our  love  and  obedience,  and  {hall 
cite  our  perpetual  prayers  for  the  happinefs  of 
ar  Majefty  and  your  kingdoms,*  And  on  the 
of  November,  twelve  of  the  Bilhops  figned 
fcnt  up.  a  conjunct  letter  to  the  King,  where, 
ng  other  expreffions  of  refped  and  fidelity, 
fay,  *  We  are  amazed  to  bear  of  the  danger 
an  invafion  from  Holland,  whieh  excites  our 
ayers  for  an  univerfal  repentance  to  all  orders 
men,  that  God  may  yet  fpare  his  people,  pre- 
rve  your  royal  perfon,  prevent  the  effufion  of 
riftian  blood,  ?ind  give  fucb  fuccefs  to  your 
ajefty^s  arms,  that  all  who  invade  your  juft 
d  undoubted  rights,  and  difturb  or  interrupt 
e  peace  of  your  realms,  may  be  difappointed 
td  clothed  with  fhame,  fo  that  on  your  royal 
lad  the  crown  may  ftill  flourifh ;  And  as,  by 
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*  the  grace  of  God,  we  (hall  preferve,  in  ourfelves, 

*  a  firm  and  unftiaken  loyalty,  fo  we  fliall  be  careful 
^  and  zealous  to  promote,  in  all  your  fubjeds,  an 
^  intemerable  and  fledfaft  allegiance  to  your  Ma- 
^  ]e(ty,  as  an  effential  part  of  their  religion,  and 

*  of  the  glory  of  our  holy  profeffion ;  not  doubt- 

*  ing  but  that  God,    in  his  great  mercy,  who 

*  hath  fo  often  preferred  and  delivered  your  Ma- 

*  jefty,    will  ftill    preferve   and  deliver  you,  by 

*  giving  you  the  hearts  of  your  fubjefb,  and  the 

*  necks  of  your  enemies/  This  was  all  they 
could,  as  chridian  Bifhops,  do ;  and  I  hope  it 
may  be  faid,  without  giving  offence  to  preTent 
times,  that,  as  matters  yet  flood,  they  were  at 
leaft  excufable  for  what  they  now  did.  It  would 
feem,  by  their  manner  of  expreflion,  that  they 
looked  upon  this  threatened  invafion  as  carrying 
on,  and  to  be  eSeded,  entirely  by  foreign  force, 
without  any  confiderablc  jundhon  or  affiflance  at' 
home  ;  and  it  was  no  way  inconfiflent  with  the 
Proteftant  chara£ter  then,  more  than  it  would  be 
now,  to  call  any  foreign  Prince,  however 
nearly  related  to  the  crown,  the  King's  ene- 
my, when  he  was  preparing  to  invade  his  king- 
dom. 

But  before  this  dutiful  letter  could  reach  the 
King,  the  alarming  defign  which  occafioned  it 
was  effeduated,  after  an  accidental  difappoint* 
ment  of  fome  weeks  :  For  on  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber 1688,  the  Prince  of  Orange  landed,  with  a 
powerful  army,  at  Torbay  in  Devonibire,  and 
was  foon  joined  by  a  great  many  of  thofc  in 
whom  the  King  had  placed  the  greateft  confi* 
dence :  Even  his  favourite  daughter,  the  Princcfc 
Anne.,  who  had  been  lately  married  to  Prince 
George  of  Denmark,    deferted  her  father,  aivl 

added 
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added  her  weight,  which  was,  at  that  time,  far  lettii^ 
from  being  inconfiderable,  to  the  fupport  of  her  ^  LIL 
brother-in-law's  pretenfions.  By.  this  accefCon  of 
influence,  and  the  continual  flocking  in  of  fecret 
friends  to  the  Dutch  ftandard,  every  thing  went 
on  ft)  fuccefsfully  with  the  Prince  of  Orange,  that 
on  the  17th  of  December  his  forces  took  poffeflion 
of  all  the  pods  about  Whitehall  and  St.  James's, 
and  at  midnight,  he  fent  an  order  to  the  King  to 
remove ;  which  mortifying  order,  from  fuch  a 
quarter,  and  at  fuch  an  unfeafonable  hour,  the 
now  forfaken  Monarch  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to, 
and  was  conveyed  under  a  Dutch  guard  to  Ro« 
cbefter,  where  he  took  (hipping  for  France,  hav- 
ing fent  over  his  Queen  and  young  Son  fome  dayc 
bdTore.  Such,  and  fo  fudden,  was  the  fate  of 
King  James  VIL  of  whom  I  fliall  fay  no  more 
than  what  is  univerfally  acknowledged,  that  his 
counfellors  were  his  ruin;  and  that,  whether  he 
dcferved  his  fate  or  not,  he  certainly  did  not  merit 
uch  ufage  at  the  hands  from  which  he  received  it. 

lam,  &c. 
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Revohiuon  in  Favour  of  the  Prince  of  Orange^*^ 

DifmalEffeas  of  it  in  Scotland The  Conveih 

turn  of  EJiates  acbnmvledgei  K.  William  and  J^ 
Mary     ■  ■  //  turned  into  a  ParJiament^  andd^ 

lijbcs  Epifcopacf Perfccution  and  DiJheJJes  if 

the  Epifcopal  Clergy  • 


AS  foon  J8  the  nevs  of  the  Prince  of  Orangc*i 
fuccefs  reached  Scotland,  the  CameroniaDi» 
or  HilUmen,  in  the  Weft,  began  fuch  a  courfc  of 
barbarity  and  licentious  violence  as  would  fcarcdjf 
be  credited,  if  many  of  the  witnefles  of,  and  ftu* 
ferers  under  it,  had  not  come  down  to  the  know^ 
ledge  of  fome  who  are  alive  at  this  day.  On  recei- 
ving certain  accounts  of  his  fon-in^-law  being  iaod» 
ed,  the  King  had  called  up  all  the  ftanding  forces 
from  Scotland,  to  aflift  in  oppofing  that  invaiioiu 
This  left  the  nation  entirely  without  defence,  an^ 
gave  all  difcontented  people  a  hir  opportunity  oi 
executing  their  refentments,  as  their  pafEons  ao^ 
interefts  moved  them :    And  none  having  fiercer 

paifioitf^ 
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OMj  ud  more  unchriflian  fpite  againft  tlMLsrrtft 
^liihed  Church  and  Clergy,  than  thefe  Cam«w  LQL 
am,  chey  were  not  dilatory  in  feizing  the  mfh^ 
>r  occafton,  and  profecuting  their  refentment 
I  all  imaginable  cruelty.  Their  firft  out-break« 
was  on  Chriilmas  Day,  when  a  body  of  ninety 
ed  mea  attacked  the  Minider  of  Cumnock 
^.  and  then  the  Minifter  of  Auchinleck,  and 
roceeded  thro'  the  other  clergy  of  tht  fbite  of 
;  On  the  fame  day,  another  band  of  theifi' 
la  in  the  Prelbytery  of  Dunbarton,  and  went 
in  their  defolating  progrefs,  with  equal  rag^ 

fury.  It  is  needlefs  to  be  particular  in  d^ 
lAg  all  their  barbarous  €X4>loits,  ^in  the  various 
I OT  that  miferable  country  :♦ .  Suffice  it  to  fay^ 

in  a  ihort  time,  the  arm^  rabble  had  difpo& 
d  all  the  clergy  in  the  (hires  of  Ay r^  Renfrew, 
dfdale,  Nithfdale,  and  moft  of  Annandale  and 
ioway,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  :  And 

Thdr  methody  in  general,  was  to  afTemUe  in  the  night 
in  armed  bodies  here  and  there,  and  to  force  themfelvc» 
aoj  man's  houfe  ag^inft  whom  they  had  any  private  quarrel,, 
orticuiarly  thofe  of  the  clergy.  Which  they  plunder^  and 
9d  as  they  pleafed.  They  then  carried  the  minifter  to  thcf 
cb-yard»  or  to  feme  other  public  place  of  the  town  or  rH* 
and  there,  with  all  the  perfooal  abufe  they  could  think 
\xpokd  him  as  a  condemned  malefadtor ;  giving  him  a  {kn€t 
^e»  under  the  feverefl  penalties,  never  to  preach  any  more' 
:,  but  to  remove  himfelf  and  family  immediately  :  And,  fot 
iduiion  of  their  wanton  malice,  they  never  omitted  to  teaf 
'  gowns  over  their  heads,  and  rend  them  in  pieces,  or  throw 
I  into  the  flames.  When  they  had  done  with  the  poor  men 
delves,  they  locked  the  kirk  doors  and  carried  the  keys  with 
u  And  when  any  minider  was  fo  hardy  as  expoftulatc' 
-them,  or  aflc  them  by  what  rule  of  either  religion  or  morali- 
ley  could  ju(tify  fuch  excefles,  they  anfwered,  **  By  the 
lie  and  law  of  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  by  which; 
ley  were  bound  to  extirpate  Pfdacy>  and  bring  malignants 
I  cotidign  punifhmenu'^ 

having 
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LETTER  having  done  their  bufinefs  in  thefe  parts/  they  had 
till*  the  boidnefs,  about  the  end  of  January,  to  make 
an  attempt  on  the  clergy  of  Edinburgh  next,  but 
were  flopped  for  a  while  in  their  career,  by  the 
Members  of  the  College  of  Juflice,  and  fome  other 
gentlemen,  who  armed,  and  kept  guard  feveral 
days,  for  defence  of  themfelves  and  their  minif- 
ters* 

Such  was  the  broken  (late  of  the  country  oa 
this  fudden  diflfolution  of  the  Government,  and 
fo  quickly  did  the  contrivers  of  it  feize  the  oppor«i 
tunity  of  executing  what  they  had  been  fo  loqg 
contriving  and  aiming  at.  The  executive  part 
of  the  adminiftration,  knew  not  how  to  ad  on  the 
occafion.  The  privy  council  which,  by  the  con* 
ititution  of  Scotland,  had  the  fole  managemait, 
in  the  intervals  of  Parliament,  was  divided ;  and 
the  difcontented  fadion  in  it,  raifed  the  mob  of 
Edinburgh  againft  Perth  the  chancellor,  and  carri- 
ed their  rage  to  fuch  a  height,  that  on  his  en- 
deavouring to  efcape  to  France,  they  fent  him  pri* 
foner  to  the  caftle  of  Stirling,  where  he  lay  tour 
years,  and  then  was  banifhed  the  Biitilh  domini- 
ons. The  Bifhops  too  were  at  a  lofs  how  to  pro> 
ceed  in  their  fphere,  conliftently  with  duty,  and 
charader.  They  had  indeed,  upon  hearing  that  the 
Prince  of  Orange  was  adually  landed,  commiffioned 
two  of  their  number.  Dr.  Bruce  Bilhop  of  Orkney 
and  Dr.  Rofe,  lately  promoted  to  the  See  of  Edin- 
burgh, to  wait  upon  the  King  with  a  renewed 
tender  of  their  fidelity,  and  to  procure  the  advice, 
and  afliftance  of  their  Eqglim  brethren  at  this 
critical  jundure.  But  betore  Bilhop  Rofe  bad 
reached  London,  having  been  detained  fome  ti0^ 
by  his  colleague's  indifpofition,  which  in  end  pre- 
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YcnteJ  his   attendance  altogether,  the  King  was  letter 
gone,  and  all  was  anarchy  and  confufion.  LIIL 

The  Prince  had  taken  up  his  lodgings  at  St. 
James's,  and  had  fummoned  fuch  members  as  had 
fenred  in  any  of  Charles  the  fecond's  parliaments 
to  meet  him  at  Weftminfter,  by  whofe  advice  he 
called  a  convention  of  the  three  eftates  of  England 
to  fit  down  on  the  2  2d  of  January.    At  the  fame 
time  fuch  of  the  Scotch  nobility  as  happened  to 
be  in  London  in  the  courfe  of  office,  or  had  come 
^pon  defign,  had    frequent  conferences  among 
^emfetves,  about  the  prefent  (late  of  affairs,  and 
^bat  fteps  fliould  be  taken  for  the  good  of  the 
*3.tion.     At  one  of  thefe  conferences,  the  Earl  of 
A^rran,  eldeft  fon  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  who 
^"^^  likewife  prefent,  delivered  his  opinion  plain- 
T    and  honeftly  in  thefe  words  ;  *  I  have  all  the 
honour    and     deference    imaginable    for    the 
l^rince  of  Orange  ;    I  think  him  a  brave  Prince,, 
^ud  that  we  owe  him  great  obligations  for  con- 
tributing fo  much  to  our  deliverance  from  Po- 
pery :    But  while  I  pay  thefe  praifes,  I  cannot 
violate  my  duty  to  my  mafter.     I  muft  diftin- 
(^iih  between  his  Popery  and  his  perfon  :  I  dif- 
like  the  one,  but  have  fwom  and  do  owe  allegiance 
to  the  other,  which  makes  it  impoffible  for  me 
^  to  fign  away,  that  which  I  cannot  forbear  be- 

*  lieving  is  the  King  my  mafter's  right ;  for  his 

*  prefent  abfence  from  us  in  France  can  no  more 

*  affe£t  my  duty,  than  his  longer  abfence  from  us  ' 
has  done  all  this  while :   And  therefore,  as  the 

*  i^rince  has  dcfired  our  advice,  mine  is.  That  we 
fliould  move  his  Majefty  to  return  and  call  a  free 
Parliament  for  fecuring  our  religion  and  pro- 
perty, which  in  my  humble  opinion  will  at  lad 
j^e  found  the  belt  way  to  heal  all  our  breaches/ 

This 
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LETTER      This  fpeech  however  had  no  tScQt :    For  on  tf:^ 

LIIL    8th  of  January  1689  it  was  agreed  among  tbec^a 

that  they  ihould  formally  wait  upon  the  Prince  oi 

Orange,  and  defire  him  to  call  a  convention  of  the 

Eftates  of  Scotland,  to  meet  on  the  14th  of  Mairfe 

next,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  take  upon  him  the 

adminiftration  of  their  government,  to  both  which 

his  Highnefs  readily  aflented.     Upon  this  pro& 

pecb  of  a  temporary   adminiftration  of  juftice,  Bi« 

fhop  Rofe  applied  to  the  Bifliop  of  London  to  ufe 

his  intereft  with  the  Prince  to  put  a  flop  to  the 

lawlefs  perfecutions  of  the  clergy  in   Scotiaodi 

which  application  his  Lordfhip  of  London  did  not 

incline  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with.     He  not 

^dreffed  his  countryman  Dr.  Burnet,"  who  had 

been  a  great  promoter  of  the  Prince's  expedition^ 

and  was  his  panicular  favourite,  wifhing  him  to 

exert  himfelf  in  behalf  of  his  dillrefled  brethren, 

but  was  put  off  by  the  Dodor  with  this  filly  evai« 

(ion,  ^  that  he  did  not  meddle  in  Scots  affairs.' 

The  fuffering  clergy  themfelves,  when  they  faw  no 

end   of  their  mileries  from  that  unruly  rabble|i 

drew  up  duly-attefted  accounts  of  what  they  had 

inet  with  in  their  feveral  prefbyteries,  and  on  the 

2  2d  of  January  delegated  Dr.  Scot,  Dean  ofGla(> 

gow,  ^  to  go  up  to  London,  and  reprefent  to  the 

^  Prince  or  Orange  and  to  the  Lords  fpiritual  and 

^  temporal,  the  grievances,  oppref&ons  and  injuria 

^  they  were  labouring  under  in  Scotland,  for  their 

^  firm  adherence  to  Epifcopacy,'   undertaking  at 

the  fame  time  upon  the  greatefl  peril  to  prove  the 

truth  of  their  allegations,  if  they  could  but  get  a 

fair  hearing. 

This  feems  to  have  had  fome  weight :  For  on 
the  6th  of  February  the  Prince  gave  out  a  procla- 
mation joT  keeping  the  peace  in  Scotland,  ^  ez- 

'  preily 
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refely  prohibiting  and  difchargin?  all  diftur-  letter 
ance  and  violence  upon  account  ofreligion,  or   LTII. 
ic  txercik  thereof,  or   any  fuch  like  pretence, 
ad  that  no  interruption  be  made,  or,  if  any  hath 
een  made,  that  it  ceafe,  in  the  free  and  peace* 
i>le  cxcrcife  of  religion,  whether  in  churches 
r  in  public  or  private  meetings,  of  thofe  of  a 
ifierent  perfuafton,  and  requiring  all  men  or 
umbers  of  men  in  arms  by  virtue  of  any  order 
r  authority,  and  under  any  title  or  deiignation 
iiatever^  immediately  to  feparate,  difmifs  and 
ifband  themfelves,  and  retire  to  their  refpeftive 
Sellings.*'     Yet  this  proclamation,  inftead   of 
inching  the  flame,  rather  increafed   it.     The 
ittemeA  who  had  aflbciated   to  defend  them- 
es and  the  regular  clergy,  having  been  always 
ght  to  refpeft  any  appearance  of  authority, 
kiediately  difbanded,  and  laid  down  their  arms 
required :    But  the  fanatic  mobs  became  more 
iousand  iniolent  than  ever,  and  continued  to 
lie  and  ejeft  all  the  clergy  whom  they  could 
ch.     Even  in  the  city  of  Glafgow,  and  on  the 
J  Sunday  after  the  proclamation  had  been  read 
the  crofs,  the  Hill-men  from  the  country,  affift- 
by  the  meeting-houfe-Prefbyterians  in  the  town, 
lulted  the  Magiftrates  and  congregation  at  wor- 
p  in  the  high*kirk,  and  wounded  a  great  many 
them  before  they  could  get  out  of  their  hands. 
imptaint  of  this  frefli  infult  was  fent  up  to  Dr. 
11,  Principal  of  the  college  of  Glafgow^  then  at 
mdon,  who  prefcnted  the  accouAt  to  the  Prince 
Orange,  but  was  told  that,  as  the  dyet  for  the 
Heting  of  the  eftates  was  drawing  near,  it  would 
proper  td  r^fer  all  fuch  complaints  to  the  meet- 
r  for  redrefs. 
-    VoL  lU  3  U  -  •  The 


5aa        ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY 

uoTRR  The  Prince  of  Orange  however  had  by  this  time 
LUL  got  a  new  addition  both  to  his  titles  and  autho- 
rity. The  Englifli  convention,  which  had!  &t 
down  on  the  2  2d  of  January,  had  at  lafl,  after  a 
good  deal  of  altercation  between  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  agreed,  ^  that  King  James,  having  vi« 

*  olated  the  fundamental  laws,  and  withdrawn 

*  himfelfoutof  the  kingdom,  hath  abdicated  iht 

•  government,  and  that  the  Throne  is  thereby  va- 

•  cant/  In  confequence  of  this  vote,  on  the  13th 
of  February  both  Houfes  waited  on  the  Prince  and 
Princefs  of  Orange,  with  a  declaration  afTertiog 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjed,  and  refolr* 
ing,  •  That  William  and  Mary,Pnnce  and  Princefs 
^  of  Orange,  be  and  be  declared  King  and  Queai 
^  of  England,  France  and  Ireland,  to  hold  to.thein 

*  during  their  joint  lives  and  the  life  of  the  furvi-^ 

*  vor  of  them^    Remainder  to  the  heirs  of  the 

•  body  of  the  Princefs,  remainder  to  the  Princdi 
^  Ann  and  the  heirs  of  her   body,   remainder  to 

•  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the  Prmce  of  Orange' 
This  was  this  dark  fcene  cleared  up  to  the  ezpec* 

tation  of  one  party,  and  furprize  of  another.  And- 
now  the  Biihop  ^of  Edinburgh,  who  was  ftill  at 
London,  was  denied  the  freedom  of  making  anf 
farther  application,  in  behalf  of  the  afflided  dergy 
at  home,  as  he  was  told,  it  would  not  be  re* 
ceived,  unlefs  he  addrefled  the  new  King  ^by  bis 
new  flyle,  which  he  had  no  commiiEon  from  bil 
brethren,  nor  thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  dor^ 
Before  he  left  England,  he  had  a  fecond  commttfi- 
ing  with  the  Biihop  of  London,  who  prefied  bii^ 
much  to  come  into  the  new  King's  meafures,  witb* 
this  powerful  argument,  *  You  fee,  my  Lord,  that 
^  the  King  having  thrown  himfelf  upon  the  water»^ 
^  xnuit  keep  himlelf  a  jTwiHiming  witlr'  one  han^ 
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5  Prefbyterians  have  joined  hiin''clofely,  and  LrrTKSt 
T  to  fupport  him,  and  therefore  he  cannot    LIIL 
:  them  off,  unlefs  he  could  fee  how  otherwile  \^yy^ 
can  be  ferved.     And  he  bids  me  tell  you, 
t  he  now  knows  the  ftate  of  Scotland  much 
ter  than  he  did  when  he  was  in  Holland : 
•  while  there,  he  was  made  to  believe,  that 
itland  generally  all  over  was  Prefbyterian,  but 
w  he  fees,  that  the  great  body  of  the  nobility 
[gentry  are  for  Epifcopacy,  and  it  is  the  trading      • 
I  inferior  fort,  that  are  forPrefbytery:  Where- 
I  he  bids  me  tell  you,  that  if  you  will  under- 
e  to  ferve  him,  to  the  purpofe  that  he  is  ferv- 
here  in  England,   he  will  take  you  by  the 
id,  fupport  the  church  and  order,  and  throw 
the  Prelbyterians/     To  this  enfiiaring  pro- 
,   Bifhop   Rofe  returned  fuch  an  anfwer  as 
:onfiftent  and  pertinent  enough  at  the  time, 
gave  no  profpeft  of  either  his  own  or  his 
iren's  willingnefs  to  comply  with  thefe  terms, 
ever  fhould  be  the  confequence.     However 
oiglifh  Bifhop  commended  his  opennefs  and 
luity,  and  told  him,  he  believed  that  was  real- 
5  cafe.     *  For,'   faid  he,  *  all  this  lime  you  ^^^^ 
re  been  here,  neither  have  you  waited  on  the    p.  43* 
ig,  nor  have  any  of  your  brethren  the  Scotch 
hops  made  any  addrefles  to  him :  So  he  mufl: 
excufed  for  (landing  by  the  Prefbyterians.* 
It  grounds  Bifhop   Compton  had  for  making 
a  propofal,  or  with  what  propriety  of  cha* 
r  a  propofal  of  that  kind,  and  under  fuch  an 
Dative,  could  come  from  a  bifhop,  I  fhall  not 
upon  me  to  fay.     But  by  this  narrative  from 
>p  Rofe' 8  own  pen,  which  none  who  ever 
i  of  the  narrator  will  doubt  the  truth  of,  we 
fee  how  matters  had  been  concerted,  and  what 

3  U  :^  fccret 
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URTTER  fecret  encouraganent  the  rabblersf  had  to  depltllcS 
Lin.    upon  in  their  early  and  illegal  attadu  upon  th^ 
Epifcopal  church. 

At  laflthe  14th  of  March  came,  and  the  coi^. 

ventlon  of  the  eftates  of  Scotland  fat  down*-r«-^ 

There  were  prefent  the  firft  day,  feven  of  the  B J. 

ihops  who,  according  to  cuftom,  are  named  in  the 

record  before  the  nobility,  Archbifhop  Paterfon  vf 

Glafgow,  Bi(hop  Hamilton  of  Dunkeid,  Hay  of 

Moray,  Douglas  of  Dunblain,   Ramfay  of  Ro&y 

Graham  of  the  Ifles,  and  Bruce  of  Orkney,  forty 

two  of  the  Nobility,  forty  nine  Barons,   and  fifty 

Burgefles.  Duke  Hamilton  was  chofen  IVefident 

by  a  majority  of  ten  voices  niore  than  the  Marqub 

ot  Athol  had.  Their  firft  public  tranfadion  on  tlte 

1 6th   was   receiving  and   reading   a  letter  frcBt 

William  King  of  England,  expreiling  '  his  fcnfc 

of  the  kindnefs  and  concern  that  many  of  thtf 

nation  have  evidenced  towards  him,  and  his  viw 

dertaking,  and  of  the  confidence  they  bare  0 

him,  and  recommending  to  them  to  enter,  vith 

all  fpeed,  upon  fuch  confultations,  with  regard 

to  the  public  good,  and  to  the  general  intcraU 

and  inclinations  of  the  people,  as  may  fettk  thefli 

on  fure  and  lafting  foundations  of  peace.'    Tte 

fame  day  they  emitted  a  declaration  beariqg,  thtt 

For  as  much  as  there  is  a  letter  from  King  Jamd 

VII,   prefented  to  the  meeting  of  the  eftatcs^ 

they  before  opening  thereof  declare  and  efiaA| 

that,  notwithftanding  of  any  thing  that  may  tl 

contained  in  that  letter  for  diflblving  them  or 

impeding  their  procedure,  yet  they  are  a  free 

and  lawful  meeting  of  the  eftates,  and  will  coflp 

tinue  undifiblved,  till  they  fettle  and  fecure  tlit 

Proteftant  religion,  and  the  government,  Iswi 

and  liberties  of  the  Kingdom.'    This  prelimJB^ 

y  declaration  raifed  a  ilir  among  them,  and  the 

old 
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^  rccourfe  of  mobbing  was  applied  to :  For  that  ^VJ^?* 
ity  day  the  city-rabble  began  to  affront  Lord  ^^ 
Dundee,  who  had  always  been  an  eyefore  to  the 
reibyterians,  and  on  the  i8th  a  band  of  their 
Dod  friends  in  the  Weft,  who  had  already  done 
tch  good  fervice  in  emptying  fo  many  kirks,  ap« 
Wed  on  the  ftreet  of  Edinburgh,  in  rank  and 
b,  to  the  number  of  between  feven  and  eight 
indred,  and  were  by  order  of  the  meeting  put 
ider  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Leven,  to  fornt 
em  into  regular  troops,  fpr  adding  more  weight 
their  deliberations. 

Thefe  Cameronian  zealots  were  of  great  ufe  at 
is  jundure :  For  they  planted  themfelves  in  at 
muituous  manner,  about  all  the  entries  to  the 
trliament-houfe,  and  at  every  turn  infulted  tho 
jcient  nobility,  and  gentry,  who  generally  adhered 
theEpifcopal  caufe,  but  efpecially  threatened  and 
»ufed  fuch  of  the  Bifliops  as  claimed  a  feat  in  the 
invention :  Which  riotous  and  unparliamentary 
oceedings,  meeting  with  no  check,  but  rather 
(iintenanced  and  forwarded,  kept  many  eminent 
embers  from  coming  near  the  houfe,  and  made 
e  Bifhops  and  fundry  others,  who  had  come  at 
•ft,  foon  after  defert  it,  and  retire  for  the  fai'ety 
'  their  perfons.  At  laft,  having  by  thefe  means 
>t  the  meeting  fom^ed  to  their  minds,  and  hav« 
g  alfo  procured  a  body  of  (landing  troops  from 
Qgland  under  General  Mackay,  die  convention, 
I  the  28th  of  March  difmiffed  this  volunteer  af« 
mbly  of  *  the  well-affe£ted  to  the  Proteftant  re- 
ligion,' as  they  call  them,  with  a  formal  a6t  of 
lanks  for  their  feafonable  af&itance :  and  row, 
dng  moftly  all  of  one  mind,  there  was  little  qr 
>  diflent  in  their  refolutions*  So  upon  tho 
tth  of  April  they  drew  up  a  lift  of  complaints  to 

the 
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LETTER  to  the  number  of  fourteen,  againft  King 
LIU.    for  all  which  they  *  find  and  declare  King 

the  7th,  being  a  profeft  Papift,  did  aflume  tk^ 
regal  power,  and  afted  as  King  without  ever  talc, 
ing  the  oath  required  by  law,  and  hath  by  the 
advice  of  evil  and  wicked  counfellors  invaded  the 
fundamental  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  and 
altered  it  from  a  legal  limited  monarchy,  to  an  ar- 
bitrary defpotick  power,  and  hath  exerdfed  the 
fame,  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  reli- 
gion, and  violation  of  the  laws  and  liberties  of 
the  kingdom,  and  inverting  all  the  ends  of  go- 
vernment ;  whereby  he  hzxh  forfaulted  the  right 
to  the  Crown,  and  the  Throne  is  become  vacant* 
Having  thus   pafled  fentence  of  condemnatioa 
upon  their  former  Kine,  they  proceeded  nert  to 
vindicate  and  aflert  their  ancient  rights  and  liber- 
ties, by  their  famous  Claim  of  Right  j  enumerating 
no  fewer  than  twenty  four  grievances,  which  they 
claim,  infifl:  upon,  and  demand  to  have  redified^ 
by  whatever  new  fettlement  (hall  be  made.    In 
this  invidious  catalogue,  the  only  article  of  ecdfi^ 
fiaftical  afpect  is   the  twenty  fecond,  which  runs 
thus,  *  That  Prelacy,  and  the  fuperiority  of  any 

•  office  in  the   church  above  Prefbyters,  is,  and 

•  hath  been,  a  great  and  infupportable  grievance 

•  and  trouble  to  this  nation,  and  contrary  to  the 

•  inclinations  of  the  generality  of  the  people,  cvcT 

•  fmce  the  Reformation,  they  navingrrformedfrotf* 

•  Poperv  by  Prefbyters,  and  therefore  ought  to  b^ 

•  abolifhed.'  This  bold  aflertion,  which  may  well 
be  called  the  fundamental  Charter  of  the  prefenC 
Prefbyterian  Kirk,  and  which,  upon  examination^ 
has  been  found  to  be  neither  true  in  fad,  nor  ooa^ 
clufive  in  argument,  flands  here  in  a  moft  awfc— 
ward  and  unconneded  pofition,  and  differs 

th 
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At  Other  grievances  in  the  moft  odious  feature  of  letteh 
Adr  complexion.  The  Convention  had  declared  LIIl. 
tf  their  other  fpecifications  to  be  **  contrary  to 
**  law  ;**  which,  if  fo,  was  a  fufficient  reafon  for 
Acir  demanding  redrefs :  But  in  their  objedions 
to  Prelacy,  they  could  not  offer  fuch  a  charge,  as 
Acy  well  knew  it  had  been,  and  then  was,  a 
landing  part  of  the  legal  conftitution ;  and, 
therefore,  they  here  change  their  tone,  and  fly 
>ff  to  the  inclinations  of  the  people,  which,  one 
bould  think,  if  to  be  humoured  in  every  thing, 
^uld  foon  unhinge  the  beft  and  moft  regular  go- 
ernment  that  ever  exifted.  Yet,  incoherent  and 
iconclafive  as  this  allegation  was,  the  party  got 
foifted  in  among  their  other  complaints,  and 
^^e  it  the  foundation,  fuch  as  it  was,  of  the  ec- 
^liaftical  fettlement  which  they  had  always  had 
^  their  eye.  And  having  thus  digefted  their  dar- 
^g  Claim  of  Right,  to  ferve  as  an  original  con- 
^d  between  King  and  People,  they  come,  in 
^d,  to  the  capital  point  they  were  driving  at  j 
^  •  Having  an  entire  confidence  that  his  Ma- 
lefty,  the  King  of  England,  will  perfeft  the  de- 
liverance fo  far  advanced  by  him,  and  will  ftill 
E>referve  them  from  the  violation  of  their  rights, 
^hich  they  have  here  aflcrted,  and  from  all  other 
Utempts  upon  their  religion,  laws,  and  liber* 
lric$;  the  faid  Eftates  of  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land do  refolve,  that  William  and  Mary,  King 
and  Queen  of  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  be, 
and  be  declared  King  and  Queen  of  Scotland, 
to  hold  the  crown  and  royal  dignity  of  the  faid 
Idngdom  of  Scotland,  &c.*  as  in  theEngli(h 
xm.  *  And  they  do  pray  the  faid  King  and 
C^eenii^f  England  to  accept  the  fame  according-. 

At 
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Lni. 


At  the  pafling  of  this  decifive  refolution,  ^ert 
were  but  five  diffenting  voices  in  alt  the  hou/e; 
For  many,  even  of  thofe  members  who  had  in- 
tended hitherto,  would  not  be  prefent  when  thii 
{Irange  and  unprecedented  bufmefs  was  to  be  in 
agitation,  tho'  they  afterwards  took  their  feats, 
and  went  along  with  the  majority*  The  Duke  of 
Queenfberry,  for  one,  abfented  himfelf,  from  a 
point  of  delicacy  no  doubt,  but  returned  after  all 
was   over,  and  told  the   Houfe,    *  That  tho'  he 

•  was  not  fully  convinced  of  their  right  to  declart 

•  the  Throne  vacant,  yet,  fmce  it  was  done,  he 
^  acquiefced,  and  none  deferved  it  fo  well  as  the 

•  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange/     The  lame  day, 
they  ordered  the  new  King  and  Queen  to  be  fo- 
lemnly  proclaimed  at  the  Market-crofs  of  Edb* 
burgh,  and  then  pafled  an  ad  in  confirmatioa  of 
their  own  powers  ;  declaring  and  enabling,  *  That 

the  Eftates  will  continue  in  the  government  as 
formerly,  until  their  Majefties  acceptance  of  the 
Crown,  and  taking  the  Coronation  Oath,  b^ 
made  known  to  them/     At  their  next  fedenmt^ 
en  the     13th,    they    publiflied   a  Proclamation^ 
Certifying  all  the  lieges,  that  none  prefume  t^ 
own  or  acknowledge  the  late  King  James  VII*' 
for  their  King,  nor  obey,  affift,  or  correfpowt 
with  him  any  manner  of  way ;  nor  by  word,"* 
writing,  or  preaching,  to  difown  the  royal  au»"^ 
thority  of  William  and  Mary,  King  and  Oucea 
of  Scotland,  nor  to  mifconftrue  the  proceeding^ 
of  the  Eftates,  or  create  jealoufies  and  mifapi»t^ 
henfions  againfl  the  government,  but  that  all  tbe^ 
minifters  of  the  gofpel  within  the  kingdom,  pu^ 
blickly  fray  for  King  William  and  Queen  Mary^ 
as  King  and  Queen  of  this  realm :  Reauirin^ 
"^  likewife,  the  miniftcrs  within  the  city  of  Edin- 

<  buijh 
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lurgh,  under  pain  of  being  deprived,  andtofing  LimrKit 
heir  benefices,  to  read  this  proclamation  public-  LUL 
y  from  their  pulpits,  upon  Sunday  nextj  the 
:4th  inftant,  at  the  end  of  the  forenoon  iermon ; 
ind  the  miniders  to  the  fouth  of  the  Tay  to  read 
t  on  the  2 1  ft,  and  thofe  to  the  north  of  Tay  on 
he  28th,  under  the  above  pains:  And  prohibit-* 
ng  any  injury  to  be  oflered,  by  any  perfon 
vhatever,  to  any  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  either 
n  kirks  or  meeting-houfes,  who  are  prefently 
n  pofTeiTion  and  exercife  of  their  miniftry  there-^ 
n,  they  behaving  themfelves  as  becometh  under 
he  prefent  government :  And  ordains  this  pro-> 
iamation  to  be  printed  and  publifhed,  that  none 
nay  pretend  ignorance/ 

On  the  18  th  of  April,  they  drew  up  a  form  of 
\  oath  to  be  adminiftered   to  the  new  King  and ' 
leen,    at  their  acceptance  of  the  Crown,  by 
ich  they  are  required  to  fw^r,  that  *•  'We  will 
brvc  the  eternal  God  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power ^ 
.ccording  as  he  has  commanded  in  his  mbft  hoty 
rord,  revealed  and  contained  in  the  Old  and 
■Tew  Tiftaments ;  and,  according  to  the  fame 
rbrd,  (hall  maintain  the  true  Religion  of  Chrifl: 
efus,  the  preaching  of  his  holy  word,'  and  the ' 
lue  and  right   miniftration  of  the  facraments,^ 
low  received  and  preached  within  the  realm  of 
ic6tland}    and   (hall  abolifh  and  gainftand  all' 
alie  religion,  contrary  to  the  fame,  &c..    And' 
nt  (hall  be  careful  to  root  out  all  heretics,  and 
memies  to  the  true  worihip  of  God,  that  ihall 
}e  convid  by  the  true  Kirk  of  God  of  the  faid 
rrimes^  out  of  our  lands  and  empire  of  Scotland: 
Aoid  all  this  we  faithfully  affirm  by  our  iblenui 
>ath/     With  this  oath,  and  a  fuitable  letter, 
vf  deputed,  on  the  24th  of  April,  the  Earl  of 
Vol  II,  3  X  Argyll 


530      ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY 

LBTTEtt  Argyle,  Sir  James  Montgomery,   and  Sir  JaW&. 
Lin.  Dalrymple,  properly  indnided,    to  attend  ihicL 
Majefties  with  the  offer  of  the  Crown ;  whidi,  upousr 
the  ij  th  of  May,  they  formally  accepted,  luider 
all  the  conditions  and  limitations  annexed  tokf 
and,  on  the  24th,  by  their  now  royal  aucbority, 
turned  the  prefent  Convention  into  a  Parliamea^ 
to  fit  down  as  fncb  on  the  5th  of  June  next,  with 
Duke  Hamilton  to  be  High  Commiilioner. 

Accordingly,  on  the  day  appointed,  they  net; 
and  after  declaring  themfelves  to  be  a  free  and  law- 
ful Parliament,   and  recognizing  their  Majeftks 
royal  authority,  they  refcinded  all  former  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  fupremacy,  declarations  and  teftS) 
except  the  new  oath,  *  To  be  faithful,  and  bear 
^  true  allegiance  to  their  MajefUes,  King  William 
^  and  Queen  Mary ;'  which  they  require  to  be 
fworn  and  fubfcribed  by  all  perfons  prefently  in 
public  truft,  civil  or  military,  or  who  fhallbe 
hereafter  called  to  any  public  truft  within  the  king- 
dom.    Upon  the  a^d  of  July^  they  pafTedthe 
following  famous  AGt  againfl  the  old   {landing 
Church.  ^  Whereas  the  Eflates  of  this  kingdomt 
'  in  their  Claim  of  Right  of  the  i  tth  of  April  iaft, 
declared,  that  Prelacy  is  an  infupportable  grie?- 
ance,  &c.  our  Soverieign  Lord  and  Lady  with 
advice  and  confent  of  the  Eflates  of  ParliameDtv 
do  hereby  abolifii  Prelacy,  and  all  fuperiority  of 
any  office  in  the  church  of  this  kingdom  above 
Prefbyters ;    and  hereby  refcinds,   caffes,   and 
annuls  three^  Ads  of  Parliament  under  Charles 
IL  and  all  other  a£ls,  flatutes  and  amftitudooiy 
in  fo  far  allenarly,  as  they  are  inconfiftent  with 
this  ad,  and  eflablifh  Prelacy,  or  fuperiority  of 
church  officers  above  Prefbyters  :  And  their  lb- 
jefties  do  declare,  that  theyj  with  advice  aiwi 
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Vonfest  fiirefaid,  will  fettle,  by  law,  that  church  lettbr 
government  in  this  kingdom,    which  is  moft    LUL 
agreeable  to  the  inclinadons  of  the  people/ — 
^ey  next  refunded  the  forfeiture  of  the  late  Earl 
F  Argyle ;  and  having  appointed  a  leleft  Coni* 
ictee  to  (Ufcufs  bufinefs  in  the  interval,  this  Con- 
sidon-Parlbment  rofe  on  the  fecond  of  Auguft^ 
iving  in  Uttle  more  than  four  months  new-mo- . 
died  the  ftate,  and  thrown  the  church  out  of  her 
gal  conftitution ;  tho'  it  would  feem,  from  the 
c  weeks  and  more,  between  the  5th  of  June  and 
id  of  July,  fpent  in  deliberation,  it  had  coft  no 
lall  ftniggle  to  bring  this  parliamentary  attack 
pon  the  church  to  a  final  iflfuew 
Let  us  now  fee  what  was  a-doing  among  the 
BCe  •  eftabliflied  clergv,    under  thefe   important 
auila^ons  of  various  Kinds,  which  they  had  not 
sen  looking  for,    and  could  not   be    guarded 
j^ainft.    The  poor'  men  in*  the  Weft,  who  had 
sen  early  rabbled  out  of  their  livings,  were  mi- 
rably  difappointed  in  any  expedacion  they  might 
ave  reafonably  entertained  of  redreis  from  the 
iomrention  of  Eflates,  when  they  fo  foon  faw 
lat  Convention  patronizing  their  perfecutors,  and 
nploying  them  in  the  public  fervice.    And  their 
iiappointment  could  not  but  be  doubled,  when 
ley  found,  by   the  Proclamation  of  the  1 3th  of 
4ml,  that  what  little  favour  was  meant  towards 
Ims  cleigy,  was  only  a  difVant  promife  of  protec- 
km  to  fuch  minifters  asr  were  in  adual  poifeilion 
f  their  kirks  at  that  date,  which  was  an  exdufion^ 
nd  oerhaps  a  defigned  one,  of  hundreds  who  had 
»een  oy  violence  thruft,  and  by  terror  kept  out, 
til  the  time.    This  was  a  filent  blow  to  die  firft 
offerers ;  But  that  hurried  proclamation  was  an 
yfca  and  declared  ilroke  upon  them  all.    The 

3X2  clergy 
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tETFER  clergy  of  Edinburgh,  in  pardcular,    wefe  to 
LIIL    pitied,  who,    by  their  fituation,  could  not  Imrve 
many  hours  to  deliberate  upon  a  matter  of  facfl 
importance,  as  transferring  their  fwom  allegiance 
from  one  King,  and  preaching  and  praying  it  orer 
to  another.     Nor  were  their  brethren   thro'  the 
red  of  the  kingdom  in  a  much  better  plight,  as 
even  a  fortnight,  which  was  the  utmofl  term  al- 
lowed to  the  moil  remote,  could  not  be  thought 
to  afford  much  time  after  notificatioD,  for  pro* 
perly  pondering  fuch  a  ferious  affair. 

The  ejeSing  Aft  of  1662,  which  the  Prefty- 
terians  cry  out  againft,  allowed  the  poffeffors  full 
four  months,  from  May  to  September,  to  advife 
whether  they  could  or  would  comply  with  the 
terms  enjoined  for  keeping  their  kirks :    And  if 
that  aft  of  a  fair  Parliament  ihall  be  deemed  end 
and  arbitrary,  what  (hall  be  faid  of  this  decree  0^ 
bur  a  thin  Convention,  requiring,  under  pain  of 
deprivation,  as  difficult  apiece  of  obedience  astbat 
Parliament  had  propofed,  and  that  too  upon  fcarc^ 
fo  many  days  warning  as  the  Parliament  had  givef^ 
months  ?   This  plea  of  want  of  time  was  urgc^ 
with   great  propriety,    efpecially    by    the  Ediiv^ 
burghers,  many  of  whom  being  at  hand,  wcr^ 
called  in  queftion,  and  turned  out  for  their  diP* 
obedience,  before  their  Majefties  of  England  hz^ 
accepted  the  Scottifh   Crown ;  and  confequentljr^ 
before  it  could  have  been  any  fault  not  to  ow9^ 
them,  or  pray  for  them   in  Scotland.     AnotheC^ 
material  defence  too,  which  all   the  clergy   wb(^ 
did  not  read  the  proclamation  made  i|fe  of. 
That  it  was  not  tranfmitted  to  them  by  their 
Ipeftive  Ordinaries,  which  had  been  the  appointed^ 
form  with  all  papers  that  were  to  be  read  from  the 
pulpits  J  and  therefore,   as  the  order  of  Bifiiqis 

was 
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not  then  abolilhed,    but  flill  made  a  third  lrtttr 
dilate  of  Parliament,  they  pled,  that  they  were   LIU* 
lot  obliged  in  law  to  take  notice  ofany  pubUc  pa- 
>er,  that  came  not  to  their  hands  in  the  accuftom- 
^  legal  manner.    And  in  this  argument,  they  had 
Ifce  concurrence  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  himfelf,. 
a  his  prefatory  Declaration  for  England,  where, 
J^ong  the  many  mifcarriages  of  King    James' 
^gn,  he  mentions  the  cenfuring  the  clergy  who 
iid  not  read  the  King's  Iiidulgeace  as  one,  ^  with« 
out  confidering,'  he  fays,  ^  that  the  reading  of 
it  was  not  enjoined  the  clergy  by  the  Bifhops, 
;.'who  are  their  Ordinaries/     Yet,  fuch  was  the 
^s^rtiality  of  thefe  times,  that  this  plea,  however 
^lid  and  parallel,  was  over-ruled,  and  the  clergy 
^lio  a&ed  in  the  faith  of  its  (Irength,  were  born 
lc3wn  and  fpoiled  of  their  livings,  in  defiance  of 
H  former  law  and  juflice. 

This  courfe  of  hafty  feverity  was  continued  from 
^e  13th  of  April  to  the  firit  of  Auguft,  upon  all 
^e  clergy  in  the  neighbourhood,  whom  the  Court 
^^  Inquiry  could  reach  in  that  fpace,  and  prefents 
L%  with  a  fecond  clafs  of  fufferers,  who  were  eje£i;- 
^  by  the  Convention  of  Eftates.     But  when  the 
^^arliament  adjourned,    the  examination  became 
^OTc  extenfive,  and  there  was  time  to  look  to  the 
E^ore  diflant  parts  of  the  kingdom.     The  Privy 
^^2«>iiiicil,  with  the  zealous  Earl  of  Crawford  at 
^eir  head,   being  now  vefled  with  their   ufual 
lowers,  and  having  got  the  great  grievance  of 
^irelacy  removed,  gave  out  an  order  on  the  6th, 
^^Kid  repeated  it  on  die  22dofAugu(l,  ^  Allowing 
and  inviting  the  parifhioners  and  hearers,  of  fuch 
minifters  as  have    negleded   and   flighted  the 
reading  of  the  Proclamation,  and  have  not  pray- 
ed for  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  to  cite 
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LSTTEit  *  fuch  minifters  before  the  Privy  Council ;  ud 
LHL   ^  grants  warrant  for  citing  and  adducing  vitnefo 

*  to  prove  the  Hune,  that  fuch  minifters  as  have 
^  difobeyed  may^  by  a  legal  feateBce,  be  depri?ed 
^  of  their  benefices  :  And  ordains^  that  thefe  |tf^ 
^  fents  be  publiihed  at  the  Market<rols  of  Ediih 
^  burgh,  and  other  places  needful,  that  none  mif 

*  pretend  ignorance** 
This  was  letting  loofe  the  rabble  of  enemies,  ii 

a  Ibrt  of  legal  way^  upon  any  who  had  the  mil- 
fortune  of  even  but  one  or  two  of  thefe  malidottf 
pec^le  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  it  anfwered  the 
defigned  end.  For  one  or  two  in  a  parilh,  and 
in  many  pbces  the  agents  of  >he  £»dion,  boN 
rowed  mens  names  without  their  knowledge,  to 
fill  up  their  citations  againft  the  minifter ;  upoft 
which  a  charge  was  given  to  him  to  appear  at  Edin- 
burgh within  fo  many  days,  before  the  Privy  Couiw 
cii,  which  if  he  did  not  obey,  he  was  fumnuriiy 
deprived  for  contumacy^  and  if  he  appeared,  md 
offered  defences,  it  went  no  better  with  him,  un- 
lefs  he  could  prove  that  he  had  complied  witk 
both  parts  of  the  proclamation,  which  few  of  them 
that  were  cited  could  do.  So  this  drove  out, 
by  way  of  third  fervice,  mod  of  the  parochial 
clergy  m  the  Merfe,  Lothians,  Fife,  Stirling-fhire 
and  Perth-ihire,  befides  fome  in  Aberdeen,  Moraj 
and  Rols,  who  had  been  particularly  infbniied 
againft:. 

But  befides  all  thb,  another  method  was  tried 
to  flrike  at  any  of  the  epifcopal  clergy  whom,  they 
feared,  the  torture  of  the  proclamatibn  could  not 
touch.  The  privy  council  on  the  14th  of  Augaft» 
appointed  a  day  of  folemn  fading  and  humiliatioiV 
to  be  kept  on  Sunday  the  1 5th  of  September  fbf 
the  ibuthem,  and  on  the  aad  for  the*  nordiem 

paru 
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arts  of  the  kingdom^  and  enforced  th«r  appoint*  ^^^ZJ^ 
leat  with  a  canting  i»roclamation»  fquinting  at    ^^ 
{>ircopacy  among  the  fins  of  the  late  times,  and     ^ 
aBe^ng  on  it  as  the  great  hindrance  of  the  gof« 
el*  work  of  reformation.    This  proclamation  they 
rdered  the  minifters  to  read,  by  way  of  intima- 
ton  of  the  faft,  on  the  Sunday  befdre,  and  on  the 
ianday  of  obfervance :    And  if  any  negleded  to 
ibey  this  injun&ion,  as  few  who  had  anv  regard 
or  £pifcopacy,  or  underftood  the  primitive  de- 
ign of  the  Lord's  day,  could  with  any  good  grace 
]bey  iu  ^^  ^^^  f^^  ^^  ^  deprived,  upon  that 
me  fcore,  without  any  other  charge  or  accufation. 
rhit  was  arbitrary  with  a  witnefs,  and  as    exor* 
3itant  a  ftretch  ot  Eraftian  fupremacy,  as  ever  had 
keen  exercifed  in  times  of  h^heft  complaint.-*- 
Bot  there  was  no  hdp»    Epifcopacy  was  to  be 
rooted  out  at  any  rate,  and  whatever  or  whoever 
int  ieemed  to  favour  that  way,  was  not  to  be  to- 
lerated in  the  lead.    Even  thefe  clergy  who  had 
gone  all  lengths,  and  complied  with  every  (late- 
rcquilition,  were  not  much  (afer  than  their  out- 
fKiMJing  brethren.    For  when  the  council  could 
not  take  hold  of  them,  the  ufeful  rabble  Continued 
to  do  the  work^  and  were  as  bufy  in  ejeding  as 
ever ;  for  which  infolence,  and  tho^  when  they 
were  put  m  mind  of  King  William's  authority, 
they  daringly  replied,  ^  that  they  cared  not  for 
•  King  William  nor  his  authority  either,'  they 
were  never  checked,  norib  much  as  called  in 
^ueftion. 

Nor  was  this  all  the  ill-nature  that  was  ihewn  to 
die  epifcopal  clergy  at  this  time.  For  left  any  of 
them  who  had  been  fo  barbaroully  thruft  out  of 
their  houfes  and  kirks  Ihottld,  upon  application  to. 
ihe  civil  judicatories,  have  n  chance  of  recovering 

their 
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LPTTFR  their  current  ftipends,  or  bygone  arrears,  whic^ 
Lin.    vere  mod  unjuQ^ly   detained  from  them,  to  th< 
utter  ftarving  of  many  a  poor  family,   the  prfry^ 
council,  to  ftiut  this  probable  door  of  relief,  gxrc 
out  an  a£t  on  the  29th  of  December  1689,  finding* 
that  the   cafe  of  the  minifters  who  were  not  in 
the  a£kual  exercife  of  their  miniflerial  fundioa 
on  the  1 5th  of  April  lad,  being  dependent  be* 
fore  the  Parliament,  is  not  obvious  to  be  cog- 
nofced  upon,  and  decided  by  the  inferior  judges, 
but  that  the  fame  fhould  be   left  entire,  to  the 
decifion  of  Parliament ;  therefore  the  Lords  have 
thought  fit,  to  (ignify  to  all  inferior  courts  and 
miniliers  of  the  law,  that  the  matter  above  men* 
tionedis  depending  before  the  Parliament,  to 
the  effed  they  may  regulate  and  govern  them* 
felves,  in  the  judging  of  all  proceifes  to  be  in* 
tented  before  them,  upon  the  faid  matter,  or 
in  executing  the  fentences  already  pronounced 
thereupon,  as  they  will  be  anfwerable.'    No 
man,  I  think,  can  doubt  that  this  was  a  mod 
cruel  as  well  as  unjuft  decree  :  Cruel  to  the  wretdi« 
ed  fufferers,  who  had  been  by  law  inftalled  in 
their  pofleflions,  and  againft  whom  no  proceis  had 
been  laid,  nor  fo  much   as  accufation  intended: 
And  unjuft,  in  thus  overawing  the  {landing  dvil 
judicatories,   which  not  many  years  ago  wookl 
have  been  a  flaming  grievance,  if  it  had  been  atf 
tempted. 

But  it  had  the  defigned  effed.  For  the  judges 
did  not  chufc  to  meddle  after  the  pafling  of  fudi 
an  a6t,  when  they  faw  how  darkly  and  indiftinfilf 
it  was  worded,  and  could  not  but  know  how 
ready  fuch  a  council  would  be  to  bring  them 
to  trouble,  if  they  fliould  give  it  an  interpretation 
contrary  to  its  o^riginal  intentiw»  howevqf  codb- 

oanl 
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^t  to  the  (landing  rules  of  both  law  and  equi-  lettbr 
y*  So  thefe  poor  clergy  were  in  a  mod  mclan-  LIIL 
^oly  condition,  not  only  deprived  of  the  yearly 
Comments  annexed  to  their  office,  but  likewife 
^y  this  iniquitous  interpofition  of  the  privy  coun- 
^,  debarred  from  any  poffibility  of  recovering 
Brfaat  arrears  were  due  to  them  for  former  fervi-i 
res,  which  their  perfecutors  could  pretend  no  title 
o,  and  which,  after  this  authoritative  (lop,  their 
lebtors  would  not  be  much  inclined  to  pay.  And 
\ere  again  let  it  be  remembered  how  different  the 
rcx:edure  in  a  like  cafe  was,  at  the  redoration  of 
^pifcopacy  in  1662..  The  Parliament  then,  tho' 
busy  found  that  the  Prefbyterian  minifters  who 
ad  taken  poire(ridn  of  kirks  without  prefentation 
rom  the  legal  patrons,  had  no  right  nor  title  to 
he  benefices,  and  therefore  declared  all  fuch  kirks 
^/i  jure  vacant,  yet  they  declared  at  the  fame 
ime,  ^  that  this  ad  (hall  not  be  prejudicial  to 
any  of  thefe  miniders  in  what  they  have  pof- 
fefled,  or  is  due  to  them,  fmce  their  admiffion,' 
irhich,  whether  we  (hall  call  it  judice  or  not,  was 
it  lead  a  fingvdar  indance  of  favour  and  indul- 
gence. 

But  in  this  inhibitory  aft  of  the  now  privy 
x>uncil,  it  was  neither  judice  nor  mercy,  to  de- 
lude men  of  the  wages  which  they  had  mithfully 
ind  legally  laboured  for,  and  thereby  keep  many 
in  indigent  and  numerous  family  in  the  mod  de« 
>lorable  mifery  and  want.  Nor  did  it  fare  much 
setter  with  the  Bifhops  themfelves,  to  whom  the 
nferior  clergy  had  been  in  ufe  to  look  up  for  pro- 
:e£lion,  as  well  as  to  depend  upon  them  for  di-* 
(e6tion  and  difcipline.  Their  Prelacy  had  been 
iJready  abolifhed,  by  an  ad  which  dripped  them  pf 
all  power  in  the  date,  tho'  it  could  not  hurt  their 
Vol.  II.  3  Y  pre-eminence 
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LfeTTRR  pre-eminence  in  the  ehurch,  and  now  to  reduce 
LIII.    them  as  far  as  poffible  to  the  fame  level  of  poverty 
and  contempt  with  their  clergy,  the  privy  council 
on  the  1 9th  of  September  following,  publifhed  an 
order,  fignifying   *  his   Majefty*s   royal  pleafure 

•  that  warrant  be  given  to  Alexander  Hamilton 

•  of  KinkelP  (who  by  the  bye  had  been  taken  in 
the  rebellion  at  Bothwellbridge,  but  was  pardon- 
cd  by  the  clemency  of  the  then  government)  *  to 

draw  and  uplift  the  tythes  and  other  rents  of 
the  Archbiftioprick  of  St.  Andrews,  and  thaf  fit 
perfons  be  appointed  for  drawing  and  uplifting 
the  tythes  and  rents  of  the  other  BifhoprickSf 
for  this  prefent  crpp  and  year  of  God  i689. 
Therefore  the  Lords  of  privy  council  having  no- 
minated and  appointed  fit  perfons  for  that  par- 
pofe,  do  in  their  Majefties  name  and  authority 
prohibit  and  difcharge  all  and  fundry  perfons 
who  were  liable  in  payment  of  any  rent  or  duty 
to  Archbi(hqps,  Bimdps,  Deans,  or  any  others 
of  fuperior  order  and  dignify  in  the  chtuxh  a- 
bove  Prefbyters,    from  paying  or  allowing  to 
be  paid  any  teinds,  rental  bolls,  feu,   blanch, 
or  tack*duties  or  other  rents,  cafualties  and  eoKK 
luments  formerly  payable  to  the  Bifhops  aod 
others  forefaid,  except  to  fuch  perfons  as  ifaail 
be  authorised  by  the  privy  council  for  the  1^ 
lifting  thereof,  with  certification  if  they  do  ifl 
contrary  hereof,  they  fhall  be   liable  therefbrCf 
noiwkhftanding  any  pretended  difcharge  that 
may  be  impetrated,  or  obtained  from  any  tthct 
perfon  or  perfons,  for  the  faid  crop  and  year 
1689/ 

This  was  quick  and  fummary  work,  and  much 
more  oppreffive  meaiiire  than  was  given  at  there- 
formation  to  the  Popiih  Biihops,  who  were  allow- 
ed 
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ed  to  hold  and  poffefs  two  thirds  of  their  benefices  lettei» 
at  their  own  calculation  to  their  dying  day.  But  LIIR 
our  Proteftant  Bifliops  were  not  to  be  fo  gently 
dealt  with,  even  by  a  Proteftant  adminiftration, 
which  at  one  dafli  could  thus  fweep  away  the  fmall 
remainder  of  church-fpoil  into  the  exchequer, 
without  allowing  the  old  titulars  the  fmalleft  portion 
©f  it  for  their  neceffary  fubfiftence.  In  this  ftrange 
i^te  of  confufion  and  anarchy  ftood  the  external 
conflitution  of  a  chriftian  cnurch  in  a  chriftian 
land  all  this  while.  The  Bifliops  turned  out  of 
their  government,  and  moft  of  the  Prelbyters  out 
pf  their  minittry :  Epifcopacy  itfelf,  which  had 
been  confirmed  by  fo  many  ads  of  free  and  un* 
^ueftiongble.  Parliaments,  ftruck  down  at  one  blow, 
and  nothing  as  yet  fet  up  in  its  room  :  The  Came- 
ronians  indeed,  thefe  true  fons  of  the  Covenant, 
driving  up  and  down,  in  the  gracious  employment 
of  cmptymg  kirks  by  ftrength  of  hand,  and  the 
Popiih  King's  indulged  and  addrefling  friends,  the 
baltard  but  moft  numerous  brood  of  that  mother, 
running  here  and  there  in  queft  of  prey,  and  taking 
hold,  tho'  but  for  a  day,  of  the  kirks  and  ftipends 
which  their  aftive brethren  were  every  now  and  then 
vacatinjg;  for  them :  While  the  once  legally  fettled 
Epifcopalians,  whether  outftanders  or  compliers, 
durft,  in  fuch  places  as  thefe  rabblers  had  accefs 
to,  fcarcely  fhcw  their  heads,  and  had  little  or  no- 
thiug,  but  the  charity  of  friends,  on  which  to 
fuppon  themfelves  and  their  dependents, 

I  am,  &c. 
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Further  Proceedings  of  the  Revolution  Parliamnt^ 
Jt  fettles  the  Prejbyterian  Church  Qfivernmnh^ 

And  fajfesfundrj  A£ls  in  favour  of  it TxJMr 

iion  of  the  Univerfities A  Meeting  of  Mirif^ 

iers  and  Lay ^  Elders  held  at  Edinburgh        iir^ 
General  AJfembly  of  the  now  efiablifhed 
Account  of  its  various  Tranfadions* 


UNDER  all  the  appearances  in  their  feyour^ 
mentioned  in  my  laft  letter,  the  Prelbyteriaa 
party  were  for  fome  time  in  no  little  fufpence  and 
uncertainty.  The  new  Parliament  had  indeed 
aboliihed  Prelacy,  but  had  not  agreed  what  form 
of  Church  Government  to  introduce  in  its  ftead* 
Several  fchemes  had  been  thought  and  talked  of^ 
but  none  had  pleafed  all  parties,  and  their  churdi 
continued  in  a  mere  chaos,  without  form,  and 
void  of  government  for  near  twelve  months.  A 
petition  had  been  prefented  to  the  HouCe,  under 
the  title  of  ^  An  humble  Addrefs  from  the  Preib^' 

<  teriaa 
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1  Minifters  and  Profeffors  of  the  Church  of  ^•'jl^*'' 
and/  But  Duke  Hamilton,  the  Commiffio-  .  __ 
iding  fome  things  in  it,  which  he  thought 
)nable,  and  not  to  be  admitted,  rejeded  it, 
3uld  not  allow  it  to  be  tabled.  This  \<ras 
y  difappointment  from  that  quarter,  and 
lemfelves  threw  in  another  foon  after, 
en  the  a£b  had  pafTed  for  abolifliing  Prelacy, 
mmiilioner,  by  orders  from  court,  prefent* 
le  Houfe,  a  '  Draught  of  an  Ad  for  efta- 
ing  the  Church  Government ;'  which,  in- 
propofed  to  fettle  Prelby tery  in  general,  but 
invidious  claufe  in  the  midft  of  it,  to  this 
e :  ^  In  regard  that  much  trouble  hath  en* 
unto  the  State,  and  many  fad  Confufions 
fcandalous  fchifms  have  fallen  out  in  the 
'ch,  by  church-men  meddling  in  matters 
tate ;  therefore,  their  Majeflies,  with  ad-* 
and  confent  aforefaid,  do  hereby  difcharge 
unifiers  of  the  gofpel,  within  this  kingdon^^ 
eddle  with  any  ftate  affairs,  either  in  theit 
ons  or  judicatories,  publicly  or  privately, 
t  the  pain  of  being  holden  as  difaffeded  to 
rovernment,  and  proceeded  againil  accord- 
r:  And  declares,  that  the  jurUdiction  oftbt 
ch  (lands  only  in  the  preachine  of  the  true 
I  of  Jefus  Chrift,  correction  of  manners  by 
dijiflical  cenfures,  and  adminiftration  of  the 
facraments,  conform  to  the  69th  ad  James 
Parliament  6. :  And  it  is  declared,  that  their 
*fties,  if  they  fhall  think  fit,  may  have  aU 
i  one  prefent  in  all  the  Provincial  and  Pref- 
rial  Aflemblies,  as  they  have  in  the  General 
mblies,  that  in  cafe  any  affair  that  concerns 
late  or  civil  matters,  and  that  does  not  be- 
to  the  jurifdidionof  the  church,  fhall  come 

•  in 
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LETTER  •  in  before  the  laids  AflfemblieSy  the  faid  perfon^ 
LIV.    ^  appointed  by  their  Majefties,  (hall  inhibit  m 

*  difcharge  every  fuch  Affembly  to  proceed  in  an^ 

*  fuch  affair,  till  their  Majefties,  and  the  Privjp 

*  Council,  be  acquainted  with  the  fame,  that  tbe^ 
^  may  declare  their  pleafure  thereanent/    Tbis 
difagreeable  reftridion,  which  the  experience  oiP 
former  times  made  neceflary,  and  which  appears 
to  contain  nothing  in  it  inconfiftent  ¥dth.  purely' 
ecclefiaftical  freedom ;    yet,  being  fuch  a  cheo^ 
on  their  pragmatical  humours,  and  fo  fevere  ^ 
blow  from  fuch  hands  upon  their  former  Affeni" 
blies,  efpecially  their  dear  one  of  1638,  gave  unL— * 
verfal  offence  to  the  leaders  of  the  party  in  th^ 
Houfe,  who  had  intereft  enough  to  get  it  throwts. 
out,  not  without  a  good  deal  of  indignation  anc9 
contempt :  And  one  of  their  Preachers,  who  thea 
ferved  as  Chaplain  to  the  Parliament,  was  fo  diC' 
gulled  at  it,  that  he  publicly  laid,  '  rather  than 

*  admit  of  fuch  a   mangled  mongrel  Prefbytcry, 
^  they  would  beg  back  the  Biibops  again/ 

With  thefe  heats  and  divifions,  the  firft  Seffioa 
of  the  Revolution  Parliament  role,  without  fixinf 
any  new  ecclefiaftical  model  in  room  of  the  old 
one.  And  now,  in  this  disjointed  fituation  of 
things,  people's  heads  began  to  fettle  a  little,  after 
fuch  a  giddinefs ;  and  the  fudden  zeal,  vhich 
many  had  lately  taken  up  for  Preft>yterian  Parity, 
cooled  and  relented  a  good  deal  of  its  firit  fervour* 

They  had  time  now,  in  this  interval,  to  relief 

and  examine,  whether  Prelacy  had   really  been 

.fuch  an  infupportable  grievance  as  the  Conventioo 

of  Eftates  had  repre£ented  it ;  and  when  they  coni- 

pared  their  own  experience  of  it,  with   tbtir  r^ 

membrance  of  the  rampant  days  of  the  Cavmmtt 

.  ^ey  could  not  in  honefty  agree  to  the  rqpref^ta* 

.  -  "  uon, 


r* 
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Oft.  In  fliort,  fo  far  did  thefe  reafonings  and  re-  lettesi 
oUeftions  prevail,  that  ^  the  inclinations  of  the  LTV* 
generality  of  the  people'  appeared  in  a  different 
ight  from  what  the  party  expeded,  and  there  was 
lo  little  folicitude  amongft  them,  left  they  had  mif« 
■ken  their  meafures,  and  their  darling  Prefbytery 
Eiight  chance  not  to  be  eftabliihed  as  they  would 
Pxm  it.  This  fet  all  hands  to  work,  and  the  whole 
tCt  was  bufied,  in  their  feveral  fpheres,  to  acquit 
bemfelves  with  fuitable  diligence  and  application, 
fxi  have  every  thing  ready  againft  next  Seifion  of 
^rliament.  The  pulpits  every  where  refounded 
lie  praifes  of  Prefbytery  in  ftrains  of  the  highefl: 
LUd  almoft  blafphemous  panegyric,  and  the  prefles 
^re  not  idle  on  the  fame  fubjed,  and  in  throw- 
Hg  out  all  the  odium  againft  Epifcopacy  that  could 
>e  invented  or  thought  of :  While  the  Epifcopal 
Writers,  who  were  equally  able  and  willing  to  en» 
^  the  lifts  on  the  other  fide,  might  have  as  foon 
attempted  to  pull  a  ftar  out  of  the  firmament,  as 
^  one  fheet  publifhed  in  defence  of  that  caufe, 
under  the  iniquitous  pretext  of  refleding  on  the 
civil  government ;  which,  indeed,  in  that  infant 
md  unfettled  ftate  of  it,  was  not  eafily  avoided. 
&nd  as  the  Preachers  were  thus  triumphantly  em- 
|)loyed,  fo  the  great  leaders  among  the  nobility, 
Crawford,  Sutherland,  Cardrofs,  Rofs,  &c.  were 
iftive  and  preffing,  with  the  rhetoric  of  argument 
md  weight  of  influence,  to  bias  and  fccure  what 
rambers  they  could,  againft  the  approaching 
:riaL 

But  the  luckieft  circumftance  of  all  in  their  fa- 
rour,  was  the  change .  of  the  High  Commiilioner. 
The  Duke  of  Hamilton,  whom,  tho'  to  the  fur- 
prife  of  many,  he  had  gone  all  lengths  with  them 
la  thdr  defigns  upon  the  ftate,  they  fufpe&ed  as 

not 
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JLETTER  not  (launch  enough    to  rheir  Church  Plan, 
LIV.    laid  afide  from  that   office,  and  the  Lord,  no 

created  Earl,  Melvil,  who  had  been  a  Confcffcp^^ 
for  the  caufe,  if  we  dare  not  call  him  a  rebellioiK-  - 
Confpirator,  in  the  two  laft  reigns,  came  dow^ 
Commiffioner  in  his  room.  With  this  aufpiciou-s 
prelude,  the  Parliament  met,  on  the  15th  of  Apri — 
1690  ;  and  the  firft  thing  they  did,  was  to  *  ab— 

*  rogate,  refcind,  and  annul,  the  Affertory  Aft  0=^ 

*  1669,  as  inconfiflent  ^^^^  ^^^   eftablifliment  01= 

*  the  church  government  rww  dejirtd.*  This  wai= 
one  great  point  gained,  tho'  it  lay  open  to  two  ill — 
looking  refle£tions.  It  was  thought  not  a  little 
prepofterous  to  condemn  an  Aft  of  Parliainent=]. 
becaufe  inconfiflent  with  an  imaginary  thing^-a 
which  had  no  real  being,  and  only  exifled  in  th^ 
defires  and  wifhes  of  a  certain  party  :  And  dio^ 
they  got  this  one  offenfive  law  out  of  the  irayv 
there  flill  flood  unrepealed,  many  other  a&s  afiert* 
ing  the  fupremacy  in  terms  equally  injtrioot  to 
their  bold  claims,  and  which  their  zealous  prede- 
cefTors,  the  Melvils,  Blakes,  &c.  of  James  VFs 
days,  exclaimed  againfl,  and  ufed  to  call,  *  the 

*  bloody  gullies  of  arbitrary  power/ 
But  whatever  incongruities  were  in  this  repeal, 

it  gave  the  party  the  fatisfadlion  of  finding  tbdr 
ilrength  on  the  increafmg  hand,  and  encouraged 
them  to  come  brifkly  forward  with  the  petiticm, 
which  they  had  prepared  and  loft  in  the  bft 
Seffion.  This  petition  was  in  high  language  of 
praife  and  compliment,  and  being  entirely  to  the 
CommifTioner's  tafle,  was  received  with  open  arms. 
In  confequence  of  which,  the  Parliament  went  a 
ftep  further,  and  on  the  25th,  pafled  the  follow- 
ing aft:  *Forafmuch  as"  many  Minifters  of  the 
^  Prefby terian  perfuafion,  fince  the  firft  of  Janua^ 
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1 66 1,  have  been  deprived  of  their  kirks,    orLErrEit 
banifhed,  for  not  conforming  to  Prelacy,  and    LIV. 
not  complying  with  the  courfes  of  the  times  j 
therefore,  their  Majefttcs,  with  advice  and  con- 
fent  of  Parliament,  ordain  and  appoint,  that  a(l 
fuch  Minifters  have  forthwith  free  accefs  to  their 

•  kirks,  an^  that  they  may  prefently  exercife  their 
-  miniflry  in  thofe  parifhes  without  any  new  call 

thereto,  allowing  the  whole  (lipend  for    1689, 

where  the  kirks  are  vacant,  and  where  they  are  not 

vacant,  the  half  year's  ftipendfrom  Whitfunday 

to  Michaelmafs,  and  the  half  year's  before  that  to 

the  prefent  incumbents  ;  who  are  hereby  order- 

'   ed,  upon  intimation  hereof,  to  defift  from  their 

' '  miniftry  in  fuch  parifhes,  and  to  remove  from 

the  manfes  and  glebes,  betwixt  and  Whitfunday 

next,   that  the  Prefbytcrian  Minifters,  formerly 

^  put  out,    may  enter  peaceably  thereto :    And 

^  appoints  the  Privy  Council  to  fee  this  ad:  put  in 

*  execution/  Which  appointment,  we  need  not 
doubt,  fuch  a  well-afieded  Privy  Council  would 
chear&lly  undertake,  and  execute  with  all  com- 
mendable feverity :  ^ut  with  what  fliadow  of  juf- 
tice  will  appear^  when  it  is  remembered,  that  thefe 
Minifters,  before  1661,  had  pofTefTed  themfelves 
igainft  all  law,  and  in  violation  of  private  pro< 
petty  ;  for  which  illegal  intrufion  it  was,  and  not 
Ml  the  (core  of  Non- conformity  or  Non-compli'^ 
ince,  that  they  loft  what  they  never  had  a  juft 
title  to,  fo  could  not  be  reftored  to  fuch  poffef- 
dons,  without  homologating  the  injuftice  by  which 
they  firft  obtained  them. 

And  now  the  way  being  thus  paved,  by  two 
fuch  gracious  preliminaries,  for  the  grand  queftion, 
I  Committee  of  eighteen  feled  perfons  was  order- 
ed to  prepare  a  Bill  for  fettling  the  Preft)yterian 
Vol.  H,  3  Z  Church 
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LETTER  Church.  Government;  which,  being  properly  di 
LIV.  gefted  by  the  help  of  the  ableft  and  moft  zaloms 
of  che  Mmiflers,  was,  on  the  23d  of  May,  pre 
fented  to  the  Houfe,  and  voted  on  the  28tb,  ii 
this  form  : —  '  Our  Sovereign  Lord  and  Lady— 
Likeas,  by  an  Ad  of  the  la(t  Seffioxx  of  this 
Parliament,  Prelacy  is  abolifhed ;  therefoorC; 
they  hereby  revive,  ratify,  and  perpetually  cob- 
firm,  all  ads  made  againft  Popery  and  Papifti, 
&c.  Likeas  they,  by  thefe  prefents,  ratify  aac 
eflablifh  the  Weftminfler  Con&i&oa  of  Faitti; 
now  read  in  their  prefence,  and  voted,  and  ap 
proven  by  them,  as  the  public  and  allowed  Con* 
feflion  of  this  Church,  containing  the  fum  and  fi^ 
fiance  of  the  dodrine  of  the  reformed  churches : 
As  alfb,  they  do  eftablifh,  ratify,  and  confirm,  the 
Prefbyterian  Church  Government  and  DifcipHoc 
by  Kirk  Seflions,  Prefbyteries,  Provincial  Synodij 
and  Gceneral  Affemblies,  ratified  and  eflabliibed 
by  an  ad  of  James  VL  in  1592,  which  ad  iJ 
hereby  revived  and  confirmed  in  the  whole  headi 
thereof^  except  in  that  part  of  it  relating  .to  Pk< 
trona^es :  Refcinding,  annuIGng,  and  making 
void,iour  ads  of  James  VL  and  five  of  Charles  II 
with  all  other  ads,  laws,  flatutes,  ordiaaoceii 
and  proclamations,  in  as  far  as  they  are  contrar) 
or  prejudicial  to,  inconfiflent  with,  or  d^rog^ 
tory  fi-om,  the  Proteflant  Religion  and  Prefby- 
terian Government -now  efbtblifhed:  Allowii^ 
and  declaring,  that  the  church  government  bo 
in  the  hands  of,  and  exercifed  by,  thefe  Prefby- 
terian Miniflers  who  were  outed  fince  the  fim 
of  January  1661,  and  are  now  reflored  by  the 
late  ad,  and  of  fuch  Miniflers  and  Elders  only* 
as  they  have  admitted,  or  hereafter  ihall  admit ;. 
and  aj^inung  the  firft  Meeting  of  the  GeneisJ 

«  Msaiblj 
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AJBembly  of  this  Church,  as  above  eftiablifhed,  LimTR 
to  be  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  third  Thurfday  of  LIV. 
O&ober,   in  this  prefetit  year  1690:  And  be- 
caule  many  cbnfbrmed  Miniflers  either  have  de- 
lerted,  or  were  removed  froni  preaching  in  their 
Kirks,  |)receding  the  13th  of  April  1689,  and 
others  were  deprived  for  not  giving  obedience 
^4o  the  A&  of  the  Eftates,  in  their  Proclamatidn  of 
t.hai  date ;  therefore  declares,  all  the  Kirks  de« 
Icrted^  or  removed  and  deprived  from,  as  faid  18, 
^o  be  vacant,  and  that  the  Prefbyterian  Minifters 
^acercifmg  their  miniftry  within  any  of  thofe 
parities,  or  where  the  laft  incumbent  is  dead, 
by  the  defire  and  confent  of  the  pariih,  (hall 
Gontiniie  their  pofTeiTion,  and  have  right  to  the 
Aipends,  according  to  thcit  entry  in  the  year 
X689 :    And,    that  the  diforders  which   have 
llappen^d  in  this  church  may  be  redrefTed,  they 
;ailbw  the  general  meeting  and  reprefentatives  of 
the  forefaid  Prefbyterian  Minifters  and  Elders, 
eithet  by  themfelves,  or  by  vifitors  authorifed  by 
'    thfeih^  to  try  and  purge  out  all  infufficient,  negli- 
gent, fcandalous,   and  erroneous  Minifters,  by 
*  dufecourfeof  ecclefiaftical  procefs  and  cenfures  : 
^  Ordaining,  that  whatever  Minifter,  being  fum- 
^  moned  before  thefe  vifitors,  fhall   refufe  to  ap- 

*  pear,    or  on  appearing,  fliall  be  found  guilty  by 

*  thetn,  every  futh  Minifter  (hall  by  their  fentence 
^  hCj  ipfo  fahoj  fufpended  from  or  deprived  of 

*  their  Kirks,  Stipends,  and  Benefices/ 
This   important  and  complex  aft,  thus  framed, 

ti^as  Wicfe  read  over  in  the  Hoilfe,  and  many  ar- 
iiciei  in  it  long  and  ftrongly  debated.  The  intrb- 
dii£tbi*y  petition  had  defired  the  eftablifhment  of 
the  Weftminfter  Direftory  and  Catechifms,  as 
VtU  as  the  Confeffion :  But  the  reading  the  Con« 

3  Z  2  feilion 
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LETTFii  feffion  had  taken  up  fo  much  time,  thalDoke 
LIV.  Hamilton  objefted  to  the  reading  any  more  fuch 
.'  abftrufe  and  tedious  compofitions ;  and  the  bre- 
thren finding,  upon  recolledUon,  that  the  Direc- 
tory recommended  the  dated  ufe  of  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  and  exprelly  ordered  the  regular  reading 
of  the  fcriptures  in  public  every  Lord's  day  as  a 
part  of  wor(hipi  both  which  they  had  begun  to 
difule  as  fuperftitious,  the  Duke's  objeftion  was 
fiiflained,  and  thefe  two  formulas  left  out.  An- 
other article  much  contended,  was  the  putting 
the  whole  Church  Government  into  the  hands  of 
thole  old  Minifters,  who  were  turned  out  in  1661, 
which  had  fo  much  difpleafed  Duke  Hamilton,  in 
their  petition  lad  year.  Againfl  this  claufe,  a 
petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  by  the  Laird 
of  Stonywood,  in  name  of  the  Epifcopal  Com- 
pliers,  but  was  rejefted  with  contempt ;  becaufe, 
indeed,  the  petitioners  called  themfelves  Miniiters 
of  the  Epifcopal  perfuafion,  compared  themfelves, 
for  abilities,  with  their  Prefbyterian  enemies, 
whom  they  declined  as  their  judges,  craved  a  free 
conference  with  them,  and  undertook  to  defend 
the  lawfulnefs  of  Epifcopacy  ;  all  which  the  Com- 
miflioner,  Melvil,  deemed  fuch  a  piece  of  pre- 
fumption,  as  was  not  to  be  tolerated,  much  lels  in- 
dulged. 

Another  northern  member  next  propofed  an 
amendment,   *  That  at  leaft  thefe  prelbyterian  mi* 

*  nifters  who  had  been  depofed  by  their  own  ju- 

*  dicatories,  before  the  reftitution  of  Epifcopacy 

*  in  1662,  might  not  be  included  in  the  number 

*  of  thofe  known  found  Prelbyterians,  in  wbofc 
^  hands  the  Govemmient  was  to  be  eftablifhed  in 

*  the  firft  inftance.*     But  this  motion  was  flighted 
Hkewife,  for  a  reafon  which  we  Iball  hear  of  after* 

wardst 
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^J^t'ds.     Then  Duke  Hamilton  got  up,  and  argued  ^^JJ^ 
*^enuoufly  againft  the  glaring  partiality  of  the    ^_ 
^l^ufe,   *  For  what  was  this/  he  faid,  *  but  inftead     ^ 
of  fourteen  prelatical  Bifliops,  to  give  unlimited 
authority   to  fifty   or   fixty  Prelbyterian   ones^ 
from  whom  the  Epifcopal  clergv  could  expert 
little  jufticc,  and  lefs  mercy  ?*,    But  all  was  ia 
Vain :    The  article  (tood  as  we  fee  it,  and  the 
X)uke's  fears  were  foon  verified. 

But  the  article  which  met  with  moft  oppoS- 
tion,  and  gave  greateft  offence  to  every  man  of 
]Hrobity  within  the  houfe,  was  the  haf  dfliip  put 
upon  thofe  minifters,  who  had  been  expelled  hj 
the  lawlefs  rabble.  Upon  this  head  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton  was  particularly  warm,  and  ftrongly  en** 
forced  a  moving  fupplication,  which  Sir  Patrick 
Scot  of  Ancrum  offered  from  thefe  unhappy  fuf. 
ferersyfor  redrefs  :  *  It  was  wonderful,'  the  Duke 
*  to  call  thefe  men  Deferiersj  when  it  was 
notorious  all  the  kingdom  over,  that  they  were 
driven  away  by  the  moft  barbarous  violence,  and 
it  was  no  lefs  wonderful  to  declare  their  kirks 
vacant,  becaufe  of  their  being  removed  from 
them :  For  what  could  be  the  fenfe  of  the  word 
Removed*  in  this  cafe,  but  juft  neither  more  nor 
lefs  than  *  Rabbled  V  and  what  might  the  world 
think  of  the  juftice  of  the  Parliament,  if  it  (hould 
fuftain  that  as  fuiiicient  ground  for  declaring 
their  kirks  vacant  ?'  with  a  great  deal  more  to 
the  fame  purpofe.  But  neither  the  Duke's  elo- 
quence, nor  the  equity  of  the  requeft,  nor  any  ar- 
gument that  could  be  ufed,  availed  in  the  lead:. 
The  article  was  voted  as  it  ftands,  and  carried  by 
confiderable  majority  :  Upon  which  the  Duke^ 
not  able  to  ftifle  his  indignation,  told  the  hou£e 
plainly,  *  That  he  was  forry  he  fhould  ever  have 

^  fat 
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tiTTEii  •  fet  in  a  Scottifh  Parliament^  where  fuch  iiake^ 
LIV.   *  iniquity  was  to  be  eftabliflied  into  a  law :    Tb^ 

•  it  was  impoffible  Prefbyterian  government  coul^ 

•  ftand,  being  built  upon  fuch  a  foimdatioh :  Aad 

•  it  grieved  him  to  the  heart  to  conlider,  what  a 

•  reflexion  this  ad  would  bring  upon  the  govern- 

•  ment  and  juftice  of  the  natioh  :*  And  with  thii 
he  left  the  houfe  in  great  heat,  and  a  j^od  nuoiw 
ber  of  members  virent  out  with  him.  When  jje 
was  gone,  it  was  immediately  propofed  to  tote 
the  whole  aft  in  the  lump,  which  provi^ied  M 
Duke  of  Queenfberry,  the  Earls  of  Lihlithgbir, 
and  Balcarras,  and  many  of  the  gentry,  to  tt^i 
next.  So  none  but  thofe  of  the  party  remainedi 
except  a  few  who  ftayed  to  vote  againft  the  afif 
from  two  different  motives ;  one  part,  that  it  mi^ 
not  be  faid,  that  Prelbytery  was  eftablifhed  with- 
out any  oppofition;  and  another,  becaulfe  it  was  hdt 
eftablifhed  in  its  proper  plenitude  of  power  and 
independency. 

Thus  was  this  famous  a£k  prepared  on  the  48th 
of  May  for  the  Royal  affent,  which  it  received  oh 
the  7th  of  June,  and  fo  obtained  that  force  ind. 
authority  which  it  has  retained  ever  (ince.  Oh 
the  29th  of  May,  the  Earl  of  Linlithgow  gave  in- 
to the  houfe  a  draught  of  an  aft,  *  for  giving  to- 

•  leration  to  thofe  of  the  Epifcopal  peHuaflott  to 

•  worfhip  God  after  their  own  manner,  lUid  par- 

•  ticularly  that   whofo  were  inclined'  to  ufe  the 

•  Englifli  Liturgy  might  do  it  fafely.'  Which,  bjf 
the  bye,  fliews  that  tho*  our  clergy  at  this  ti*fc 
had  no  authorifed  form  impofed  on  thetn,  they  had 
no  averfion  to  fet  forms,  but  were  acqusdntAl 
with,  and  willing  to  make  ufe  of  the  Englifli  booK, 
which  they  found  ready  compofed  to  their  handi* 

This  paper  bad  the  fame  fate  that  eytfy  other  me- 

tion 
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of  that  kind  had  met  with :  For  tho*  they  LBtrcit 

i  not  in  decency  refufe  it  a  reading,  being    LIV . 

nted  by  fb  refpedlable  a  member,  it  vras  no 

ler  taken  notice  of  one  way  or  other, 

lie  next  aft  relative  to  church-buiinels  which 

d  in  this  feilion,  was  the  ad  of  July  4th  for  vi- 

on  of  miiverfities  and  fchools,  ordering,  fta« 

ig  and  enading,  ^  that  from  this  time  forth. 

Principals,  Profeffors,  Regents,  Mafters  or 
lers  bearing  office  in  any  miiverfity,  college  or 
i£X>l  within  the  kingdom,  be  either  admitted 
albwed  to  continue  in  the  exercife  of  their 
d  fundions,  but  fuch  as  do  acknowledge  and 
>fe&,  and  fhall  fubfcribe  to  the  confeffion  of 
th  ratified  and  approven  in  this  prefent  Parli- 
fccnt,  and  ihall  fwear  and  fubfcribe  the  oath  of 
fiance  to  their  prefent  Majefties,  and  fhall  be 
a  loyal  and  peaceable  converfation,  of  fuffici- 
t  literature,  and  fubmitting  to  the  govern- 
mt  of  the  church,  now  eftablilhed  by  law : 
id  appointing  fifteen  of  the  nobility,  twenty- 
fht  of  the  gentry,  and  twenty  minifters  to  be 
itors,  with  full  power  and  commiflion  to  them 
a  quormn  of  them,  to  meet,  viiit,  take  trial, 
rgc  out  and  remove  according  to  the  forcfaid 
aiUfications,  and  their  firft  meeting  for  that 
i:pofeto  be  at  Edinburgh  on  the  23d  inflant, 
tb  power  afterwards  to  adjourn  and  meet  aa 
ey  fnall  fee  convenient,  ay  and  while  their  Ma- 
lies  recall  and  difcharge  this  commiflion.' 
the  19th  of  July  they  difcharged,  annulled  and 
e  void  the  old  power  heretofore  exereifed  by 
patron,  of  presenting  Minifters  to  any  kirk 

vacant,  or  that  fhall  hereafter  happen  to  vaik 
in  this  kingdom,  with  all  exercife  of  the  faid 
er,  Hatuting  and  declaring,  ^  that  henceforth 

«  in 
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in  the  vacancy  of  any  particular  church,  and 
for  fupplying  the  fame  ^vith  a  minifter,  the  Pro-  - 
teftant  heritors  and  elders  are  to  name  and  pro-i^ 
pofe  the  perfon  to  the  whole  congregation^  to  b^ 
either  approven  or  difapproven  by  them,  and  ife 
they  difapprove,  they  are  to  give  in  their  reafoos  ^ 
to  the  eifed  the  anair  may  be  cognofced  upo^ 
by  the  Prelby  tery  of  the  bounds,  at  whcrfe  judg- 
ment, and  by  uhofe   determination  the  calliog* 
and  entry  of  every  particular  minifter  is  to  be 
ordered  and  concluded,  ref(jrving  to  the  Prcfby- 
teries   the  right  of  jure  devolutOj  and  to  royal 
burghs  the  calling  of  their  miniders,  as  in  ufc 
before  the  year  1 660 :    In  recompence  of  whidi 
right  of  prefentation,  the  heritors  of  every  pt 
rim  are  to  pay  the  patron  600  merks,  aeamft 
a  certain  time,  and  under  certain  proporuons.* 
It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  even  this  a£t  fays  no- 
thing of  the  popular  call,  or  of  that  divine  right 
which  the   fimple  people  were  made  to  beUe?e 
they  had  of  choofmg  their  own  minifters.    Thef 
might  difapprove  indeed,  as  caprice  or   afieftion 
led  them,  and  thereby  throw  the  decifion  on  the 
Prelbytery,  but  had  no  more  concern  in  the  ori- 
ginal nomination  than  ever  they  had.     The  ben* 
tors  and  elders  were  put  in  the  place  of  the  patron, 
a  number  of  men  more  or  fewer,   as  it  might 
happen,  inftead  of  one,  and   the  divine  right  d 
the  people,  that  great  idol  of  Prelbyterian  venera- 
tion, was  bought  and  fold  like  any  conmion  bar« 
gain.     The  prefent  murmurers  againft  patronages, 
which  were  reftored  twenty  years  after  this,  and 
with  which  their  kirk  has  been  faddled  ever  fince, 
have  been  taught  to  defpife  this  defective  ad  of 
King  William,  and  to  look  back  with  a  wiMil 
fondnefs  to  the  favourite  decree  of  1 649,  which 

gavt 
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pve  them  all  the  room  for  confufion  and  tumult  LirrTEa 
la  the  elefkion  of  minifters,  that  their  hearts  LIV; 
:ould  defire,  and  which  therefore  they  are  always 
petitioning  to  have  revived,  and  fet  a-going  again  : 
Mot  confidering  how  indelicate  it  is  to  propofe  or 
^pe£fc  that  a  regular  adminidration  of  any  kind 
[hould  be  ruled  by  the  deed  of  a  packed^  puny 
:onvention,  which  every  fubfequent  change  of 
government  feems  to  have  abhorred,  at  leaft  has 
not  thought  it  worth  the  while  to  take  notice  of^ 
rither  to  abrogate  or  confirm  it.  Yet  this,  aft^ 
tho'  it  gave  little  to  the  people,  was  pleafing 
enough  to  the  kirk,  a$  in  the  refult  it  put  the 
whole  power  into  their  hands  more  effedually  than 
if  the  popular  election  had  been  fudained  in  its 
full  extent. 

But  there  was  another  ad  made  the  fame  day, 
which  had  a  claufe  in  it  of  a  lefs  palatable  nature. 
For  after  refcinding  in  general  all  former  afts,  and 
all  parts  and  provifions  in  any  ad  whatfoever,  made 
(incethe  y^ar  1661  inclufive,  againit  nonconfor- 
mity, or  for  conformity  to  the  church  and  govern- 
ment thereof,  as  then  eft^blifhed  under  Archbi- 
(hops  and  Bifliops,  they  ^  refcind,  cafs,  and  annul! 

•  all  a£b  for  denouncing  excommunicate  perfons, 
^  and  anent  fentences  of  excommunication,  with 

•  all  other  fentences  of  the  fame  import,  and  but 
^  prejudice  of  this  generality,  all  ads  enjoining 
^  civil  pains  upon  fentences  of  excommunication 

•  whatever/  This  was  taking  out  the  (ling  of 
excommunication,  which  had  been  fo  terrible,  and 
had  produced  fuch  grievous  effeds,  under  every 
prevailing  fyftem  of  church  difcipline.  Indeed 
It  was  much  to  be  regretted,  that  any  fcheme  of 
reformation,  real  or  pretended,  fhould  have  re- 
tained one  of  the  mod  fcandalous  corruptions  of 

Vol,  IL  4  A  Popery 
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LETTEii  Popery,  introduced  in  one  of  the  darkeft  ages, 
LIV.  and  firft  put  in  pradice  by  one  of  the  moft  over* 
bearing  Popes,  Gregory  VIL  to  the  manifeft  hurt 
of  civil  fociety,  and  to  the  total  difregard  of  the 
original  defignof  that  fpiritual  power  committed 
to  the  church,  not  for  deftruftion,  but  for  edifi- 
cation, by  mortifying  the  foul,  not  by  punifhing 
the  body,  or  feizing  the  goods  of  the  offender,"- 
This  abufe  was  luckily  now  removed,  and  the 
Epifcopal  clergy  both  then  and  (ince,  amidft  all 
the  hardfhips  of  fubjedion  which  this  Parliament 
laid  them  under  to  the  new  eflablifhment,  are  in 
lb  far  obliged  to  it  for  thus  curtailing  the  danp 
rous  extent  of  ecclefiallical  jurifdiftion  by  tnis 
falutary  ad,  and  thereby  putting  it  out  of  the 
kirk's  power  to  diftrefs  thofe  of  a  different  per- 
fuaiioR  fe  much,  as  by  their  avowed  principles  and 
with  their  former  privileges,  they  would  in  all 
probability  have  done. 

Of  the  fame  date  were  other  two  ads  of  ecdefi- 
aftical  concern  paffed  in  this  feflion  :  One  vefting 
the  fuperiorities  and  other  cafualties,  which  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  church,  in  the  crown,  to 
be  henceforth  holden  of  their  Majefties  and  their 
fucceffors  :  And  another  entitled,  ^  Ad  and  com* 
^  miffion  for  plantation  of  kirks  and  valuation  of 
^  teinds,'  founded,  as  the  ad  bears,  upon  divers 
laws  made  by  King  Charles  I.  in  1633,  which 
their  Majefties  call    a  geod  workj  and  *  are  re- 

*  folved  to  profecute  it,  for  the  univerfal  good 
^  of  their  fubjeds,  and  efpecially  for   the  encou- 

*  ragement  of  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel/  And 
thus  having  completed  the  new  fabric  both  civil  and 
ecclefiaftical,  which  had  been  begun  with  the  mil 
x>f  the  cid  one  lafl  year,  the  Parliament  rofeon  tbe 
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ud  of  July,  and  devolved  the  full  power  of  execu*  letter 
ion  on  the  privy  council.  LIV. 

The  firft  public  bufinefs  now  taken  in  hand 
iras  the  Vifitation  of  the  Univerfities  :  For  which 
keceflary  work,  the  Commiffioners  met,  accord- 
ng  to  appointment,  on  the  23d  of  July,  andfub- 
livided  themfelves  into  four  leffer  Committees, 
»xie  for  each  of  the  four  Seminaries  committed  to 
heir  general  infpedion.  The  Vifitation  of  St. 
Andrews  was  managed  by  the  Earl  of  Crawford  as 
^refident,  who  a£bed  with  remarkable  harlhnefs 
jad  feverity,  and  was  much  blamed,  even  by  his 
riends,  for  his  rough,  uncivil  behaviour  to  the 
kfafters  ;  particularly  the  Reverend  Dean,  old  Dr. 
iiyeems,.  Principal  of  St.  Leonard's  College,  who 
lad  been  a  Regent  forty  five  years,  and  had 
aught  Crawford  his  philofophy :  Yet,  my  Lord 
rould  not  allow  him  the  favour  of  a  feat  ;  and 
rhen  the  old  man's  infirmities  obliged  him  to  reft 
umfelf  on  the  ftep  of  a  ftair,  he  fent  an  officer  of 
ourt  to  raife  him,  and  make  him  ftand.  So, 
lader  this  imperious  cenfor,  the  Mafters  of  this 
Jiiiverfity  were  all  turned  out,  by  the  General 
^ommiifion,  on  the  25  th  of  September,  and  the 
>lace  left  without  any  face  of  education  for  a  long 
ime.  At  Edinburgh,  the  fame  auflerity,  both 
>erfonal  and  official,  went  on,  under  the  direc- 
io^  of  the  Provoft,  Sir  Johft  Hall,  and  of  Mr 
jrilbert  R  ule,  who  had  been  defigned  a  year  be- 
bre  to  fill  the  Principars  Chair,  inftead  of  Dr. 
Mionro :  And  here  all  the  Mafters  were  deprived 
>y  one  fentence,  except  a  Mr  Andrew  Malfie, 
frho,  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  prevailing 
;>owers,  became  an  ^  accufer  of  his  brethren,'  in 
;he  literal  fenfe.  The  College  of  Glafgow  fell  into 
setter  bands,  as  Lord  Carmichael,  the  Prefident 

4  A  a  of 
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LFTTFR  of  that  Committee,  tho*  a  ftaunch  Prelbyterian, 
LIV.    was   a  man  of  temper  and  good   breeding :  Yet^ 
even  there,  the  complex  Teft  would  not  go  down 
with  the  Principal,  Dr.   Fall,    and  three  of  the.  ^ 
Mafters,  who  were   therefore  removed,  for  refill^ — 
ing  it  as  their  late   z&,  had  enjoined  it,  and  th 
Prefident,  with  all   his  good   nature,  would  n 
difpenfe  with  it.     As  to  the  Univerfity  of  Aber— . 
deen,  to  whatever  caufe  it  was  owing,  the  Conv-«. 
miflioners  appointed  for  the  infpection  of  it, 
not  to  have  been  fo  forward   and  peremptory 
their  brethren  in    the   South :  So  that  Northern 
Seminary  was  allowed  for  a  while  to  continue  in 
the  hands  of  its  former  managers.     But  on  the 
whole,    there   was    defolation  enough    made  of 
learning  in  fo  fliort  a  time ;  and  the  Vifitors  were 
neither   dilatory   nor  fparing    in  executing  their 
Commiffion   to  the   full,  tho'  with  different  hu- 
mours, yet  all  with  the  fame  views,  and  to  the  fame 
effeft. 

While  this  inquifition  was  purging  and  (hutting 
up  the  Schools  and  Colleges,  another  body  was 
as  bufy  about  the  Kirks,  and  in  preparing  mattcn 
againft  the  time  appointed  for  the  fitting  down  of 
the  long  wifhed-for  Afl'embly.  To  this  purpofe, 
as  foon  as  the  Parliament  was  up,  a  Meeting  df 
Miniders  and  Lay-Elders  was  held  at  Edinburglit 
to  concert  the  proper  methods  for  calling  and  con- 
ftituting  a  General  Affembly,  of  which  they  bad 
now  been  long  out  of  the  ufe.  By  the  eftabliflung 
aft,  none  had  right  to  meddle  in  the  government 
and  afBairs  of  the  Kirk,  but  fuch  Minifters  as  had 
been  removed  at  the  reftoration  of  Epifcopacy ; 
and  the  feveral  claims  to  the  privileges  of  this 
aft,  were  like  to  raife  a  buftle  among  them  in  the 
very  beginning :  For  the  two  faftions  in  Crora- 

wcU'a 
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time  broke  out  now,  with  the  fame  fire  and  ^'t'w* 
;  ever.  The  remnant  of  the  old  Remon/ira-^  ^  • 
tyi  who  had  been  actually  depofed  by  their ' 
idicatories,  and  fome  of  them  Ibr  grofs  and 
lous  irregularities,  forced  themfelves  into 
feeting,  and  took  feats  accordingly.  But 
)re  judicious  of  the  other  brethren,  immedi« 
faw  the  impropriety  of  admitting  perfons 
mder  a  fentence  of  depofition  by  their  own 
and  therefore  moved,  that  this  nullifying 
It  (hould  be  firft  taken  off*.  Againft  this, 
pled,  that  the  fentence  was  void  and  null  in 
having  been  paffed,  clave  errante^  by  a 
1$  multitude  of  oppoiite  principles.  This 
ted  the  Publie-Re/biutionersj  who  inftantly 
to  defend  themfelves ;  and  one  of  them, 
ilexander  Pitcairn,  protefted  aeainft  thefe 
:dings,  and  threatened  to  print  his  protefta* 
and  declare  the  Meeting  unlawful,  if  thefe 
citated  members  were  allowed  to  (it  in  it. 
lefe  early  heats  appearing  unfeafonable,  and 
gerous  tendency,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
»ack  his  protefl,  and  make  no  more  noife. 
then  thought  fit,  for  adding  to  their  nunv- 

0  take  into  this  Convention  the  younger 
en,  who  had  come  in  among  them  fince  the 
ration,  tho'  they  were  not  within  the  ex- 
erms  of  the  aft,  but  only  by  petmifTion  of 
d  furvivors. 

tters  being  thus  in  fo  far  adjufled,  and  a  Mr 
el  Cunningham,  chofen  Moderator  of  this 
al  Meeting  J  as  they  called  it ;  they  then  pro- 

1  to  appoint  Miniflers  for  the  feveral  corners 
country,  divided  them  into  prefbyteries,  pre- 
1  rules  for  trying  Epifcopal  Miniflers  ;  and 
Lcd,  that  where  tne  Prefbytery  confifted  but 

of 


Ss8        ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY 

LETTER  of  three  or  fewer,  the  next  ox^e  (hould  be  joined 
LIV.    to  it.    Yet,  in  many  places,  even  this   made  not 
a  competent  number,  for  fuch   a  weighty  bufineb 
as  examining  and  cenfuring  the  do^nes  and 
manners  of  Minifters :  For  in  the  two  Prefbyteriei 
of  Haddington  and  Dunbar,  where  there  are  neaf 
thirty  parifhes,  there  were  but  two  Pre{byteriaa 
Minifters ;  and  the  fame  number   in  Dunfe  and 
Chirnfide,  oi  the  fame  extent.     In  the  Prelbyrery 
of  Auchterarder,  there  was  but  one ;  and  when 
the  next  Preibytery  was  added  to   it,  they  mad( 
only  three.     At  the  fame  time,  two  of  their  Lay* 
elders  declared,  in  the  face  of  the  meeting,  that 
for  twenty  miles  weft  of  Perth,  there  were  Init  two 
or  three  Preft)yteriaQ  Minifters  to  be   met  widk 
So  little  agreeable  then,  even  after  the  libertiei 
allowed  them  by  King  James,  had  their  perfons 
and  principles  been  to  the  generality  of  the  peoplet 
and   that  too,  in  thofe  very  places  where  tbcY 
might  have  been  thought  to  have  had  the  greateli 
fway.     However,  having  now  an  Aft  of  Parlia- 
ment on  their   fide,  they  d  d  the  beft  they  cpuld> 
with  the  fcanty  numbers  they  had,  and  Isud  out 
the  method  and   proportion  of  reprefentatioa  in 
the  enfuing  AlTembly.     They  likewiie  appointed 
a  general  Faft  to  be  kept,  on  Sunday  the  5th  of 
Oftober ;  which  was  obferved  to  have  been  the 
third  fail  that  had  been  ordered  on  Sunday,  with* 
in  the  compafs  of  a  year,  inconfiftent  with  tht  na* 
ture  of  the  day,  and  contrary  to  primitive  prac- 
tice.    And  to  fliew  how  ready  they  were,  even 
in  this  embryo  Itate,  to  be  grafping  at  power 
which  did  not  belong  to  them,^  they  ordained  aa 
old  treatife  of  Rulbg  Elders  tQ  be  reprinted,  •  by 
^  the  Heirs  of  Andrew  Anderfon,  and  by  none 
^  other/    But  the  Privy  Council,  indulgent  as  k 
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fu  to  them,  interfered ;  and  to  give  a  check  in  ^J"^* 
me  to  fuch  encroachments,  ordered  the  copies    ^_ 
>  be  called  in,  and  the  licence  to  be  torn  away. 

Soon  after  this,  the  Meeting  broke  up ;  and  the 
rethren  went  home,  and  fell  to  work  with  all 
leir  might,  according  to  the  plan  agreed  on.  It 
as  thought,  that  they  would  have  tried  firfl  to 
11  the.  Kirks  made  vacant  by  the  rabble  and  the 
ouncil,  which  were  more  than  could  have  beea 
ipplied  by  all  the  Preachers  of  their  perfuafion. 
ut  they  were  not  fo  zealous  to  plant  as  to  pluck 
p  :  And  tho'  more  than  a  third  of  the  Kirks  in 
le  kingdom  wanted  Minifters,  this  was  overlook- 
1 ;  and  all  their  care  was  laid  out  in  emptying 
lofe  Kirks,  where  any  of  the  Epifcopal  Minifters 
mtinued  to  officiate.  And  'when  the  ftrangenefs 
Pthis  procedure  made  people  a(k  them.  Why 
ley  were  at  fuch  pains  to  cad  out  the  EpifcopsJ 
3argy,  when  they  were  not  able  to  fill  their 
laces  ?  Their  common  anfwer  was,  That  there 
as  lefs  danger  to  the  church  and  people  by  the 
rant  of  preaching  altogether,  than  by  hearing  it 
rom  men  of  Epifcopal  principles  :,  Like  to  what 
Ir  Frafer  of  Brae,  one  of  their  leading  orators, 
ad  fidd  in  a  fermon  before  the  Parliament ; — 
*  Better  the  temple  of  the  Lord  ly  fometime  un- 
'  built  and  imrepaired,  than  be  repaired  by  Gi- 
'  beonites  and  Samaritans.'' 

Yet,  unaccountable  as  this  general  conduct 
ras,  the  particular  management  of  their  feveral 
Vefbyteries,  where  they  could  hold  any,  was  ftill 
aore  unreafonable  and  furprifing.  They  fat 
!very  week,  for  the  fake  of  difpatch ,  as  they  had 
nit  little  time  before  the  AfTembly,  and  finifhed 
he  procefTes  that  they  called,  in  the  utmofl  hurry, 
jid  with  the  mofl  fcandalous  partiality.    Every 

thing 


i 
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LETTFR  thing,  the  mofl  trivial,  that  malice  could  fuggcft,  ' 
LIV.  was  admitted  and  magnified  againft  the  Epife)pal 
Clergy,  and  no  defence  they  could  make,  was 
allowed  to  operate  in  their  favour.*  One  com- 
mon topic  of  charge,  was  the  ufmg  the  Doxolog)', 
and  recommending  to  their  people  fuch  fupeiSi- 
tious  books  as  Dr.  Scougal's  Catechifm,  and 
'*  The  whole  Duty  of  Man."  But  the  general 
ground  of  accufation  againd  the  Epifcopal  Clergy, 
and  which  the  indiftment  never  omitted,  was 
their  having  entered  by  prefentation  from  a  Pa^ 
tron,  and  by  Ordination,  Collation,  and  Inftitu* 
tion  from  a  Bifhop ;  which,  they  boldly  affirmed, 
was  *  contrary  to  the  Word  of  God,  to  the  Con- 

*  ftitution  of  this  Kirk,  to  the  ASs  of  Affemblies, 

*  and  to  the  land's  folemn  engagements.'  And 
when  the  leaders  of  the  party  were  upbraided  wiA 
making  Epifcopal  Ordination  the  ground  of  a 
libel,  they  excufed  themfelves,  and  l^id  the  blame 

•  Where  any  of  them  were  found  to  have  been  ponicolarly 
keen  in  the  Epifcopal  caufe>  confiflendy  with  their  charstderaod 
profcflion,  they  were  fure  to  meet  neither  with  mercy  nor  dfi* 
lity.  The  Minifter  of  Ladykirk  was  lybeUed,  for  haring  Wi 
that  the  Covenant  was  no  b<;tter  than  a  band  of  rebellion  ;  aid 
Mr  Heriot  of  Dalkeith*  for  calling  Monmouth  and  Argyk 
traitors.  Mr  Wood  at  Dunbar  was  cited  before  them,  for  haf- 
ing^faidto  one,  who  ieemedtobe  afraid  of  the  Englifh  Litur- 
gy's coming  in  among  us,  *  God  fend  us  no  woHe  ;*  and  b^ 
caufc  he  had  never  expreffed  his  thanks  to  Gody  for  the  laod^ 
being  delivered  from  Popery  and  Prelacy.  To  the  firft  be  f^ 
pliedy  he  was  forry  if  fuch  an  expreflion  had  dropped  from  bioi 
being  by  far  too  mean  for  fuch  a  great  and  glorious  Church  tf 
that  ot  England  :    To  the  other  he  (aid,  *  He  thanked  God 

*  heartily  for  any  deliverance  the  land  had  had  from  Poperfi 

*  but  could  not  do  fo  for  the  overthrow  of  Prelaqf*.  unlas  lie 

*  adled  the  hypocrite,  or  was  convinced  that  Prefbyt«ry  was  die 

*  greater  bleSng,  and  the  more  ancient  govcmment  of  the  moi 

*  which  he  bad  never  yet  feen  made  ouu* 

Dpern 
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ipon  the  people,  who  gave  in  the  complaint ;  tho*  '.ETrEit 
I  was  well  known,  that  the  Minifters  themfelves    LlV- 
rcre  the  original  framers  of  the  libels,  and  put 
hc!m  into  the  people's  hands,  to  lay  before  the 
cveral  Prefbyteries. 

In  the  management  too  of  the  proceffes,  theii' 
oanner  was  neither  legal  nor  equitable.  The  ac* 
tuferswere  admitted  as  wit neffes,  and  often  fat  as 
iidges.  The  libel  was  read,  the  witneffes  ex- 
imined,  and  the  charge  found  proven,  before  the 
iannel  was  called  in ;  and  all  he  had  to  do  when  he 
[ppeared,  was  to  fee  and  hear  himfelf  deprived, 
fc  is  well  known,  that  by  the  civil  and  canon  law, 
ind  by  the  praftice  of  all  nations,  they  who  bear 
^erfonal  hatred  or  malice,  or  have  difcovered  any 
Igns  of  prejudice  againft  the  accufed,  cannot  law-^ 
blly  witnefs  in  judgment  upon  him.  Yet  here^ 
his  laudable  cuftom  was  over-ruled,  and  the  mofl 
Ypen  and  inveterate  enemies  not  only  allowed^ 
lut  even  encouraged,  to  give  judicial  evidence.* 

If  one  part  of  the  depofition  feemed  to  prove 
be  libel,  or  any  article  of  it,  tho*  another  part 
iended  to  exculpate  the  Minii?er,  or  but  to  er* 
ttmate  the  fault,  the  firft  was  carefully  marked^ 
Ind  the  other  left  out.  When,  at  any  time,  the 
IritneiTes  were  like  to  clear  the  pannel,  and  teflif/- 

^  Thas  when  Mr.  George  Pums  at  Glcncorfe  appeared  be- 
bro  the  Preibytery  of  DaD;eith,  he  obje^d  to  feme  of  thd 
ritneffesy  as  carrying  hean-n^alice  and  ill-will  towards  hiro«  and 
adertook  to  prove  that  theie  very  men  had  afiauked  him  in  the 
olpit  with  ftones  and  (laves,  and  taking  him  by  the  throat 
ftmld  have  ftrangied  him,  if  he  had  not  got  prefcnt  relief:  Oa 
Mch  Mr  Matthew  Selkirk,  one  of  the  qaorum  upon  the  bench, 
a&  and  fpoke  to  the  n^Kleratory  that  if  thefe  men  had  done  for 
qt  of  malice  and  perfon^ii  prejudice^  they  ooght  not  to  be  receiv-' 
das  witn^fTcSy  *  but  if  they  had  done  it  for  the  glory  of  Gody 

he  faw  DO  reafofi  why  •  they  fhouid  not  be  admitted/ 

4  B  bi^ 
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LB TTFR  his  innocence,  which  frequently  happened,  tkcjr 
LIV.    were  difmiffed,  as  knowing  nothing  ot  the  matter, 
and  others  brought  forward,  that  were  more  pli- 
able to  the  fervice  of  the  caufe.   And  when  tbe  Kft- 
tence  of  fufpenfion  or  depofition  againft  any  minit 
ter  was  intimated  from  the  pulpit  of  his  kirk,  the 
whole  libel  was  gravely  and  formally  read,  altho' 
fome  articles  were  no  way  cenfurable  ;  and  fuch 
as  feemed  fo,  were  not  proved.     Under  thcfc  ini- 
quitous proceedings,    what  could  the  Epilcopal 
Clergy  do  ?  Some  of  them  difowned  the  authority 
of  thefe  upftart  Prefbyteries,  and  would  not  ap« 
pear ;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  'a  fummary 
Sentence  of   deprivation.      Some  appeared,  and 
gave  in  defences ;  but  this  availed  nothing.    And 
not  a  few  appealed  from  thefe  petty  partial  couds, 
to  the  enfuing  General  AiTembly,  hoping  to  meet 
with  greater  juftice  and  moderation  there ;  or  that, 
before  that  time,  the  civil  power,  which  had  pro- 
mifed  them  protedion,  would  interpofe,  and  put 
a  flop  to  the  prefent  rigid  and  oppreflive  meafures« 
At  laft,  after  two  or  three  months  preparatory 
buftle,  in  the  way  v/e  have  feen,  the  Aflfembly  coft- 
vened,   on  the  day  appointed,  the  i6th  of  Odober. 
Lord  Carmichael  was  named  Commiffioner,  to  the 
grievous  mortification  of  the    fiercer  fort,  who 
wifhed  their  good  friend  Crawford  to  have  been 
cloathed  with  that  important  truft,  and  to  the 
great  difappointment  of  Crawford  himfelf,  who 
both  expefted  and  needed  the  profits  of  it,  and  in 
that  expe£bation  had  not  taken  care  to  provide 
himfelf  a  regular  feat  in  the  AiTembly,  till  fome 
weeks  after  their  fitting  down,  that,  rather  than 
want  fuch   powerful   ailiftance,  they  got  a  com- 
jn^ifion  extorted  from  the  burgh  oj  St.  Andrevi 
for  him,    Mr.  Hugh  Kennedy  was  chofen  Mo- 
derator, 
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Iter,  and  a  Mr.  John  Spalding,  Clerk.     There  ^-»tter 
in  the  Affembly  about  a  hundred  and  eighty    ^^^* 
pcrfons  of  clergy  and  laity,  according  to  their  own  '  ^^ 
dUlinttion,  but  no  reprefentatives  of  either  clafs  ' 
fiom  Angus,   Mems,  Aberdeen,  or  any   of  the 
■lore  northern  parts,  nor  from  any  of  the  Univer- 
ifities,   but  Mr.  Rule   alone,  the  new  Principal^ 
lor    Edinburgh :    So  that  this  meeting  can  no 
more  be  held  to  be  a  General  Affembly  of  the 
diurch  of  Scotland,  than  the  council  of  Trent  can 
be  called   a    General    Council   of   the    catholic 
diurch,  tho'  indeed  the  fame  fpirit  of  faction  and 
tyranny  ruled  in  both  :    And  it  (hows  how  little 
confiftent  the  declaration  in  the  claim  of  right 
mbout    the    inclinations    of    the  people    in  fa« 
TOur  of  Prelby tery  was  with  faS,  when  upon  trial, 
their  firft  General  Affembly,  countenanced  by  all 
the   encouragement  they  could  defire,  could  not 
draw  one  member  from  more  than  one  half  of  the 
kingdom. 

•  The  firft  thing  done,  after  prayer  and  preach* 
ing,  was  reading  King  William's  letter  to  them, 
in  which,  among  other  things  of  form,  he  told 
them,  *  That  he  favoured  their  government,  be- 

•  caufe  be  was  made  to  underftand  it  was  agree- 
^  able  to  the  inclinations  of  the  people,  and  that 

•  he  would   have  them  to  be  very  moderate  in 

•  their  proceedings,  and  not  to  do  any  thing  that 

•  might  difpleafe  their  neighbour-church.*  Thi« 
lad  bint  did  not  go  well  down ;  as  it  feemed  to 
make  them  in  fome  meafure  accountable  to  a 
church,  which  in  all  their  difcourfes  they  ufed  to 
exclaim  again  ft  as  fuperftitious  and  idolatrous, 
and  into  which  they  were  always  wiftring  to  in- 
troduce  their  own  mode  of  reformation.  Neither 
was  the  firft  part  quite  acceptable,  which  fuppofed 

4  B  2  their 
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X^RTTFR  their  church*fabrick  to  be  built  upon  fuch  a  bsdf 
LIV.  bottom,  as  the  inclinations  of  the  people.  And 
therefore,  in  their  anfwer,  they  aflerted  that  thor 
government  was  not  only  agreeable  to  the  incli« 
nations  of  the  people,  but  likewife  founded  in  the 
word  of  God ;  And  this  they  defigned  to  back 
with  the  authority  of  an   aa,   declaring,   ^  the 

*  Prefbyterian  government  to  be  of  divine  right, 

*  and    alfo  the   true  legal  government  of  this 

*  church,  which  had  never  fuflfered  any  alterarioa 

*  except  in  times  of  ufurpation,  tyranny  and  great 

*  oppreifion/  But  the  Commiffioner  apprehending 
the  confequences  of  fuch  an  ad,  and  knowiog 
how  contradidory  it  was  to  former  hiftories  and 
late  experience,  would  not  let  it  pafs  without  ad« 
vice  from  court,  where  it  did  not  meet  with  ap- 
probation, and  fo  was  no  more  heard  of. 

They  then  appointed  committees  for  the  vari- 
ous pieces  of  bufinefs  that  might  come  before 
them,  which  fat  with  their  convenience,  but  did 
little  or  nothing  confiderable,  owing  partly  to  re- 
flridions  from  court,  and  partly  to  the  unikilful* 
nefs  and  forwardnefs  of  the  many  younger  bre« 
thren  who  had  never  fat  in  any  judicatory  before. 
Befides,  there  were  frequent  diflfereoces  among 
them  about  fome  one  thing  or  otber^  which  the 
jnoderator  endeavoured  to  fmother  the  beft  way 
he  could,  and  then  would  thank  God  for  tiM 
^  onenefs,'  as  he  phrafed  it,  that  was  among  tbenu 
This  was  a  thing  they  always  fpoke  of  with  great 
fondnefs,  efpecially  after  the  Cameronians  joined 
them,  tho'  even  then  matters  were  only  made  up 
in  a  huddle  between  them ;  and  if  the  moderator 
had  not  exerted  all  his  dexterity,  and  a  good  deal 
of  double-dealing,  the  breach  had  been  wider  than 

ever.    The  two  who  appeared  for  the  Cameraoi* 

ans 
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tMj  a  Mr.  Shiels  and  a  Mr.  Linnen,  gave  mtwaLrmR 
mpers,  the  one  of  overtures,  and  the  other  de«^  UV« 
^ding  thdr  own  pradices,  as  moil  confonftnt  to 
the  true  Pnefbyterian  docbrines,  and  upbraiding 
the  other  party  with  defe6:ion  and  apoftacy,  which 
ehey  offered  to  make  good  in  the  face  of  the 
a&xnhij.  The  Moderator  at  (irfl:  checked  and 
rebuked  them,  as  being  rafli  young  men :  But 
Sliding  they  were  not  to  be  bullied  into  filence 
Mid  fubniiffion,  they  were  ordered  out  for  a  little^ 
ifaen  called  in  again,  taken  by  the  hand,  and  de« 
Sred  to  fit  down  with  the  reft,  without  enterinq^ 
po  any  debate,  and  with  this  flattering  compli* 
ncnt  irom  the  chair,  ^  that  he  knew  they  meaitf 
^  well,  that  they  had  done  fervices  already,  and 
'  more  fuch  was  expefted  from  them/  The  Sun- 
day following,  both  the  Cameronians  about  Edin* 
burgh  and  the  Prefbyterians  in  the  town  preached 
upon  the  union  and  agreement  of  the  two  parties : 
Xhefe  laft  thanked  God  for  it,  and  the  former  in 
their  own  judification  declared,  ^  that  thereby 
^  they  neither  condemned  their  own  former  con« 
^  du^,  nor  approved  the  corruptions  that  had 
^  been  and  (till  were  among  the  other  brethren;' 
vhich  declaration,  however  jufl  and  galling,  the 
Aflembly  was  wife  enough  to  take  no  notice  of* 
Thus  this  threatning  rupture  between  thefe  two 
denominations  of  profeiTed  Preibyteriaiis  was  art.^ 
foUy  pieced  up  at  this  time,  and  continued  fo  for 
It  while,  not  without  private  heart-burnings  and 
murmurings  now  and  then  from  the  rigid  fide,  till 
dboixt  forty  feven  years  after,  that,  upon  a  new 
d]%uft  about  the  revived  exercife  of  patronage, 
and  fome  other  alledged  corruptions  in  the  public 
judicatories  of  the  kirk,  the  flame  broke  out  with 
gteat  violence,  and  produced  a  formal  *  ^ccefjionf 

which 


^...auuiiicu  Kirii,  irom  wm 
ingoiF  great  numbers. 

The  next  aifair  that  car 
WM  a  petition  from  two  t 
town  of  Dundee,,  craving 
Wtbe  Affembly's  authont 
tno*  the  general  meeting 
them,  he  could  neither  gc 
to  a  kirk  within  the  town, 
tunc  came  another  fuppUca 
lower  clafs  of  people  in  A! 
in  their  prefent  defolate  fta 
they  had  not  had  ihe  gofpe 
for  thirty  years  paft.  Bt 
dreffes,  which  by  the  bye 
tafte  of  both  ihefe  places 
the  AlTembJy  gracioufly  r 
the^  could  to  humour  the 
petitioners.  But  the  granc 
tion  was  to  take  cognizance 
Epifcopal  clergy"  had  made 
byteries.  This  bufinefs,  ho 
ot  it,  embarrafled  them  noi 
fear  of  ofFendin?  ihe  court 
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tBufes  as  they  thought  proper  to  take  the  cogniz-  letter 
amce  of  into  their  own  hands,  they  fummarily  de«^  UV* 
—^-^  againft  the  appellants.  *  ^  ^^*^*^ 


*  As  a  fpedmen  of  their  ju{Uce  io  thde  decifionsy  I  fliaQ 
nendon  but  two  of  them  from  among  a  number  of  the  like  kind^ 
which  were  loudly  cried  out  againft  at  the  time,  and  by  which 
we  may  judge  of  the  reft.  The  firft  (hall  be  the  cafe  of  Mr.  John 
Mackenzie  at  Kirklifton,  in  the  Preft>ytery  of  Linlithgow,  whp 
had  been  canoqically  fetded  there,  and  continued  to  officiate  tiUi 
dse  wandering  rabble  (hut  the  kirk-doors  againft  him  and  kept 
hhn  ouu  But  having  early  complied  with  the  new  gOTemmenr, 
he  made  intereft  by  his  fiiends  to  maintain  his  title  to  the  kirk» 
and  when  he  faw  that  the  Preftiytery  were  againft  him,  he  appeal- 
ed from  them  to  the  King,  and  the  next  lawfully  called  General 
AflemUy.  This  being  the  tenor  of  his  appeal,  many  of  the  A£ 
fembly  fpoke  warmly  againft  receiving  it,  alledging  that  it  was 
aot  to  them  he  had  appealed,  his  exprelfion  not  being  applicable 
m  this  Affembly.  The  Commiffioner,  perceiving  what  prejudice 
there  was  againft  him,  defired  the  Moderator  to  delay  the  a£fair, 
and  give  the  young  man  time  to  appear  and  defend  himfelf.  But 
die  Moderator  anfwcred,  *  It   was  beft  to  proceed  now,  and 

*  would  be  more  for  the  young  man's  reputation  ;  becaufe  if  he 
<  were  prefent,  they   would  be  obliged  to  take  notice  of  (bme 

*  crimes  and  fcandals,  which  now  they  would  pafs  over  without 

*  inquiring  into  them/  The  Commiffioner  ftill  urging  that  they 
fliould  deal  tenderly  and  gently  with  him,  ^  Indeed,'  replied 
the  Moderator,   *  your  Grace  (hail  find  that  we  will  ufe  great 

*  tendemefs  to  the  young  man,  and  we  (hall  be  very  difcreet : 

*  For  we  (hall  only  take  his  kirk  from  him.'  Which  without 
■lore  ado  they  immediately  did,  and  declared  the  kirk  vacant. 
The  other  inftance  is  of  a  ftill  more  flaming  nature,  and  cannot 
be  vindicated  even  by  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  law.  The  kirk  of 
Tiirriff  in  the  diocefs  of  Aberdeen  had  been  for  many  years 
i|iiiedy  poflefled  by  the  Epifcopal  minifter  Mr.  Leafk,  but  was 
sow  claimed  by  a  Mr.  Anhur  Mitchel,  in  virtue  of  the  late  a^ 
flf  Parliament.  Mr.Leaik  firft  applied  to  the  privy  •council, 
and  then  brought  his  plea  before  the  Aflcmbly,  vherc  heproved 
that  Mr.  Mitchell  was  never  legally  fettled  minifter  at  Turriff  c 
That  in  1655  he  was  a^ually  depofed,  andtho'  he  continued  to 
preach  there,  by  means  of  a  prevailing  fa^ion  of  RenumftraSors 
voder  the  ufurpation,  he  was  never  acknowledged  as  minifter  of 
the  place  :    That  in  the  year  1 660  the  fynod  of  Aberdeen"  being 

And 
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And  thus  ha\nng,  as  far  as  they  could,  afmft^ 
aiitly  purged  out  tne  old  corruption,  they  thouglif 
it  time  to  fet  a-going  ihcir  Icgiflative  power,  a»cf 
enaft  proper  regulations  for  fettling  the  practice 
of  their  newly  conftituted  Kirk.    Among  the  SHI 
sittempts  of  tnis  kind,  was  the  &mous  ad,  which 
they  paffed  on  the  3 1  ft  of  Odkober,  that  *^  As,  by 
the  authority  of  the  church  in  her  former  a^ 
femblies,  the  private  ufe  of  the  two  facraments 
hath  been  condemned  ;  and  as,  by  allowing  this 
private  ufe  in  pretended  cafes  of  neceffity,  the 
fuperftitious  opinion  is  nouridied,  that  they  are 
neceffary  to  falvation,  not  only  as  commanded 
duties,  but  as  means  without  which  falvatioa 
cannot  be  obtained;  therefore,   the  AiTembly 
hereby  difcharges  the  adminiftration    of    the 
Lord's  Supper  to  •.  fick  perfons  in  their,  houfes, 
and   all  other  ufe  of  the  fame,    except  in  the 
public  aflemblies  of  the  church  :  And  alfo,  doth 


freed  from  the  force  and  reflraint  that  had  been  pot  upon  tbenv 

ratified  and  confirmed  the  former  fentence  of  depoiitton  tffiaSt 

him,  under  which  he  was  lying  to  this  day  :    That  himfelf  hx^ 

been  regularly  fettled  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  had  duly 

fubmitted  to  the  prefent  civil  govemmcnt,  and  had  the  heritors 

and  people  of  the  pari(h  on  his  fide^  which  Mitchel  had  not: 

That  therefi^re  the  queflion  was,  Whether  he  was  rightful  aodr 

legal  minifler   of  Turriffy  or  not  ?   After   two  days  debate,  it 

was  put  to  the  vote,  and  without  any  regard  to  Mr.  Leaik's  d^ 

fences  and  obje^ons  againfl  his  rival,  the  difjpote  was  taken  up 

on  a  different  footing,  and  the  queftion  (hted,  not  at  it  ought  vr 

have  been,  whether  Lcafk  or  Mitchel  fhould  be  minifter  oiTw' 

riff,  but  whether  Mr.  Mitchel  was  not  rightful  minifter  in  i56r, 

and  only  turned  out  by  the  unjull  courfes  of  the  times  ?    Tbii 

was,  contrary  to  fa<fl,  and  in  contempt  of  their  own  judicatories 

carried  in  the  affirmative  :    And  Mr.  Leaik  being  called  in,  was 

told,  that  the  Affcmbly  had  deprived  him,  and  dedared  Mr. 

Anhur  MitcheJ  rightful  miniflei  of  Turriff*,  which  took  place 

accordingly. 

*  difchargc 
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difcharge  the  adminiflration  of  Baptifm  In  pri-  l^t-tp^ 
^vate;  that  is,  in  any  place,  or  at  any  time,    XJV. 
vrhen  the  congregation  is  not  orderly  called  to* 
gechcTt  to  wait  upon  the  difpeniine  of  the  word : 
And  appoints,  that  this  be  corenilly  oblervedy 
when  and  wherever  the  Lord  gireth  his  people 
peace»  liberty,  and  opportunity,  for  their  public 
aflfemblies/      This  affair  raifed  fome  little  ftir 
among  them*     Mr  R  uie  not  only  pled  againft  pri- 
vate baptifm  as  fuperfUtious,  but  called  it  jeven 
fcMTcery  and  charming,  and  maintained  it  to  be 
Gontrairy  to  fcripture  and  antiquity.    Mr  Kirkton 
took  the  Principal  up  brifkly,  and  faid,  ^  That 
^  point  was  difputable,  and  he  could  buckle  him 
^  or  any  man  upon  it,  but  would  not  debate  it 

*  now ;  and  tho'  there  were  a  thoufand  a£b  againft 

*  it,  he  would  rather  baptize  a  child  in  private^ 
^  than  fuflfer  it  to  be  carried  to  the  curates.'  The 
Moderator  flew  off"  to  the  trite  di(lin£don  of  the 
different  ftates  of  the  church,  in  excufe  of  their 
fiitmer  pradtce ;  ^  For,'  faid  he,  ^  in  times  of 
^  periiscution,  I  think  an  honed  Minifler,  riding 

*  in  the  way,  may  go  into  a  man's  houfe,   baptize 

*  a  bairn,  and  come  out  and  take  his  horfe  again, 
^  without  any ,  fcruple.'  Some  highland  miniflers  - 
|)rayed  not  to  be  included  in  this  a^,  bccaufe 
many  children  in  their  bounds  could  not  be 
brought  to  the  kirks ;  but  there  was  no  difpenfing 
claufe  inferted.f  Indeed,  all  of  them  were  at 
pains,  in  their  private  converfatlons,  to  inculcate 
the  non-neceflity  of  baptifm,  and  to  preach  dowxi 
the  efteem  and  regard  which  they  faw  people  had 

f  So  rij^ci  were  the  greater  part  of  them  at  that  time,  thai 
a  Mr  John  Hamilcony  who  was  one  of  the  few  that  did  not  re« 
fu(e  to  adminiflcr  l)aptiihi  in  private^  was  nicknamed  John  the 
P?*mift,  by  the  reft,  by  uiy  of  ridicule. 

Vol,  II.  4  C  for 
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JLRTTER  for  it,  as  an  idle  relic  of  Popery,  ^vhtch .  ought  to 
LIV.  be  aboliihed :  Even  Mr  Kirkton  himfetf^  tlK>'he 
ftood  up  fo  boldly  againft  this  prohibitory  a&  of 
the  AiTembly,  faid  once  to  th6  people  who  broaght 
a  child  to  him,  ^  You  think  it  necefiary  to  have 
^  your  children  baptized  ;  but  I  tell  you,  I  knew 
^  a  good,  godly  Minifter,  who  lived  till  he  was 
^  fourfcore,  and  was  never  baptized  in  all  his 
•  life.*  How  far  the  prefent  race  of  Prefbyterians, 
who  have  no  fcruple  againft  baptizing  a  fick  cluki, 
or  indeed  any  child,  fosnetimes  in  private,  and  yet 
continue  fo  tenacious  in  refuiing  to  adminifter  the 
other  facrament  to  fick  perfons  in  their  own 
houfes,  can  reconcile  this  difcrimination  of  prac- 
tice, either  to  itfelf,  or  to  this  exprefs  deCTce  of 
their  fundamental  Affembly,  is  none  of  our  con- 
cern to  account  for« 

Another  a&,  pafled  at  this  time,  required  all 
Schoolmaflers,  Chaplains,  Preachers,  and  Stu- 
dents, to  take  and  fubfcribe  the  Weftminfter  Con- 
fef&on  of  Faith ;  which  had  been,  indeed,  cs- 
joined  by  fome  of  their  Covenanting  Afiembties, 
but  had  never  received  any  kind  of  authorifed 
fandion  till  now.  And  becaufe  this  Aflembly 
could  not  fit  fo  long  as  was  neceflary  to  determine 
all  particulars,  and  complete  the  great  woik 
which  they  had  begun,  they  appointed  a  Conunit* 
tee  to  fit  for  a  year,  when  and  where  they  pleaied, 
with  full  and  fupreme  power  to  a&  in  all  things 
that  related  to  the  Kirk*  This  Committee  was 
divided  into  two  bodies ;  one  for  the  South,  con- 
fiding of  thirty  Minifters  and  fifteen  Lay-Elders ; 
and  another  for  the  North,  of  twenty-eight  Mini- 
ilers  and  fixteen  Elders :  The  quorum  of  each  to 
be  ten  Minifters  and  five  Elders,  duly  inftruded, 
and  fortified,  by  their  conmufl^pn^  to  harafs  and 

bear 
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bear  down  the  Epifcopal  Clergy  from  pretending  lettr* 
to  any  (hare  iii  the  ecclefiaftical  government ;  or   ^Y* 
even,  if  poifible,  from  keeping  their  livings  in 
toy  fliape. 

Before  they  rofe,  they  had  two  very  importani! 
Blatters  under  deliberation  ;  one  of  a  public,  and 
another  of  a  more  private  concern,  but  both  of 
them  touching  their  chara£ker  and  reputation  in  a 
iugh  degree.     When  the  rabbles  were  in  their 
luU  ftrength,    abufmg  and  ejeding  the  regular 
clergy  in  the  Weft  and  South,  attefted  accounts 
df  thefe  barbarities  were  drawn  up  by  undoubted 
hands,  and  corroborated  by  unqueftionable  tefti* 
monies,  not  only  to  be  prefented  to  thofe  in  power, 
for  obtaining  redrefs,  but  likewife  to  go  abroad 
thro*  both  the  kingdoms,  for  exciting  pity  and 
companion  towards  the  poor  fufFerers.     The  Pref- 
byterians  thought  themfelves  ftruck  at  by  ihcfe  re- 
ladons,  and  faw  it  neceffary,  for  their  own  vindi- 
cation, that  fome  kind  of  anfwer  (hould  be  made 
to  them,  as  the  fafts  were  too  flagrant  and  recent 
to  be  pofitively  denied.     At  the  lad  general  meet- 
ing this  refolution  was  formed,  and  the  talk  laid 
upon  Mr.  George  Meldrum,  who,  for  reafons  bed 
known  to  himfelf,  declined  it.    Then  k  was  re- 
cotnmended  to  Mr  Alexander  Pitcaim  ^  But  he 
Jiad  too  much  honefty  and  good  nature  to  under- 
fake  it,  and  plainly  refiifed  to  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  it.    The  Aflembly  ther^ore  put  it  now 
-upon  Mr.  Gilbert  Rule,  who  couragioufly  took 
the  work  in  hand ;  and  haviYig  laboured  thro-'  it 
^th  bold  denials,  pitiful  evaiions',  artful' foften- 
ings,  and  all  the  fophiftical  fetches  that  a  man  is 
reduced  to,  who  knows  he  is  combating  truth, 
.'was  pleafed  in  end  gravely  to  wipe  his  mouth,  and 
tcU  the  world,  *  That  the  truth  of  matters  of  foft 

4  C  a  *  iflL 
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UETTER  ^  in  this  anfwer  is  not  to  be  taken  from  hini)  but 
LIV*   ^  firom  his  informers :  That  he  pretends  to  perfo« 

*  nal  knowledge  of  few  of  them :  That  thtreforcy 
<  not  his  veracity,  but  theirs,  ftands  pledged  fior 
^  the  truth  of  what  he  has  publiihed ;  and  if  tliey 
^  have  deceived  him,  or  been  deceived  themiehesi 
^  he  is  not  to  anfwer  for  it' 

Now,  whatever  exaggerations  might  have  been 
in  thefe  original  accounts,  or  folidity  in  Mr  Rule's 
replies,  the  Aflembly,  if  they  would  have  adbed 
honeiUy,  might  have  kept  themfelves  out  of  the 
fcandalous  fcrape.  It  was  the  Caroeronians  who 
openly  began,  and  chiefly  carried  on,  the  Iai4eft 
bufmefs  complained  of;  and  though,  *  the  (bber 
^  Pre{byterians,'   as  their  vindicator  calls  thenit 

*  did  not  make  it  their  conftant  theme  to  prcKh 
f  againft  thefe  excefles,'  and  were  not  over-care* 
ful  to  prevent  or  ftop  them,  this  indi&rence 
might  have  paifed  as  a  piece  of  caution^  and  a 
prudent  neutrality  between  two  parties,  with 
whom  they  once  pretended  to  be  equally  uncoo- 
ne&ed.  They  had  folemnly  difclaimed  kindred 
with  the  Cameronians,  in  their  lateaddrels  to  King 
James,  when  they   ^  humbly  befought  his  Ma- 

*  jefty,  that  thofe  who  promote  any  4ifi<^^  pnn- 
^  ciples  and  praAices»  as  we  do  difown  them,  nny 
^  be  looked  upon  as  none  of  ours,  whatfoerei 

^  name  they  may  aflume  to  themfebres*'  TUi 
might  have  fareened  the  difclaimers  from  asf 
ihare  in  the  Cameronian  imputation,  if  diey  had 
not  been  willing  to  take  a  (hare  in  the  effisfibs  of  i^ 
But  here  lies  the  whole  key  of  this  myftery,  iriiich 

.  opens  up  to  us  the  propriety  of  Mr  Rule's  vinA* 
cation.  There  was  a  merit  now  about  diefe  Gi- 
meronians  to  be  (plaimed  in  general^  as  wdl  as  s 
former  guilt,  to  be  then  ditowned^  but  now  for- 

gotftD* 
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gotten.  They  had  fuffered^  been  perfecuted  and  LrrrEa 
butchered,  no  matter,  as  to  the  prefent  confidera-  LIV. 
lion,  irhether  jufUy  or  not,  and  all  the  cruelties  ^^^Y>J 
ttf  Charles  II's  reign,  fo  much  complained  of  by  \ 
feme  to  this  day,  belong  to  that  tribe,  to  the 
Fentland-hiils  and  Bothwel-bridge  Covenanters; 
whom  the  other  ^  Ibber  Preibyierians'  made  a 
boaft  then  of  flanding  aloof  from.  Let  this  fober 
party  then,  mufter  up  all  the  articles  of  perfecu» 
tion  they  met  with,  abftra£ted  from  thde  ^  dif* 
*  loyal 'tod  diibwned'  malignants,  and  tell  us 
lAat  the  fum  total  of  that  feparate  account  wiU 
amount  to.  But  now,  that  the  two  parties  are 
wilted,  and  joined  in  one  communion,  by  the 
Aflembly's  taking  the  Cameronians  into  legal 
partnerfhip  with  them  on  their  own  terms,  it  was 
proper  there  ihould  be  a  communion  of  goods  and 
privileges  between  them:  And  as  the  AiTembly 
had  already  aflumed  to  themfelves  the  merit  cf 
the  Cameronians  fufferings,  and  were  daily  reap- 
ing the  benefit  of  what  the  Moderator  called  their 
f .  iervices,'  it  was  but  fair,  that,  if  there  lay  any 
iComplaint  againft  thefe  fervices,  either  in  the  mat- 
4Kcr  or  manner  of  them,  the  Aflembly  fhould,  as 
iharers  and  brethren,  fland  forth  boldly  and 
avowedly,  now  that  times  are  changed,  in  vindi- 
tfCation  of  them.  How  confiflently  or  fuccefsfiilly, 
let  the  chrifUan  cafuifl:,  who  is  taught  not  to  ap- 
prove of  bad  means  in  profecution  of  even  the  beft 
.ends,  determine ;  and  under  this  reference  I  leave 
k.    . 

The  other  weighty  affair,  which  the  AfTembly 
bad  to  go  through  before  they  parted,  was  alfo  of 
m^ery  tiddifh  nature,  no  le(s  than  cleanfing  their 
Moderator  from  the  foul  flain  of  kirk-cenfure,  and 

formal 
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LETTER  fonnal  depofidon  ;f  which,   in   1660,  had 
LIV.    proncunced  againft  him  by  a  Prefbyterian  Synofll 
upon  fundry  points  of  accufation,  efpedally  fc^ 
bdng  a  firebrand  among  his  brethren,  and  for 
book  which  he  wrote,  *  Of  the  Caufes  of  God  ^ 
^  Wrath  upon  Scotland/     This  fentence  had  a^r 
Ter  been  taken  off  from  him,  and  many  others  ia 
the  fame  condition.     It  had  been  propofed  at  die 
General  Meeting,    and  rejeded.     But  now  the 
Moderator  finding  himfelf^  better  fet,    made  ait 
overture  of  it  to  the  Aflfembly,  on  the  13th  of 
November,  the  lafl  day  of  their  meeting ;  and  to 
carry  his  point  the  more  eafily,  brought  it  in  bf 
way  of  furprife.  *  Brethren,*  faid  he,  ^  you  maj 

*  remember,  there  were  once  fome  unhs^ipy  di> 

*  ferences  among  us,  which  fome  carried  fo  higlb 

*  as  to  proceed  to  infiift  the  fentence  of  depofitioa 

*  upon  fome  on  that  account :  Now,  I  think  it  fi^ 

*  that  before  we  part,  this  fentence  be  revoked ; 
^  that  as  we  are  all  one  man's  bairns,  we  may  be 

*  all  alike  ftated/  Mr  Rule  faid,  he  judged  it 
better  to  bury  all  thefe  things  in  oblivion,  as  they 
could  not  pafs  a  general  a£t  for  reponing  thefe  mefti 
without  examining  their  proceffes,  which  was  by 
no  means  fit,  neither  was  there  time  for  it ;  and 
perhaps  they  would  not  be  found  all  alike ;  ix 
fome  might  haVe  been  depofed  for  fcandab,  aod 
other  crimes,  as  well  as  for  thefe  unhappy  differ* 
ences.     *  Brother,*  faid  the  Moderator,   *  there 

*  is  no  need  of  condelcending  on  particulars,  fori 

*  believe  they  will  be  found  all  alike,  and  all  very 

f  This  famous  Preacher  was  a  riogleader  among  the  Riimi' 

firaUtrt^  and    had  been  with  the  army  at  Newca;(Ue,  when  the 

King  was  delivered  up  to  the  Englifh  ;  at  which  time,  it  is  ia$f 

Mr  Kennedy,  for  his  ferviccs  oo-  the  occafioD>  got  6000  merb 

of  the  purchafe-money. 

^  boncft 
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^lioneft  men  that  are  concerned :'  So  he  named  ^^^TTIrf^ 
^^eir,  Mitchel,  and  fome  others  j  and  then  (aid,     _  _ 

There  is  a  Mr  Hugh  Kennedy  one  of  the  number 
^  too,  I  warrant  you  all  ken  him  well  enough/ 
In  fliorty  after  this  droll  introdu&ion,  the  aft 
fiafled  as  delired ;  the  old  fentence  of  depoiition 
was  taken  off,  and  thefe  men  declared  to  be  true, 
fimnd,  and  lawful  Minifters.  Thefe  two  material 
points  being  thus  fettled,  the  AiTembly  began  to 
think  about  feparating,  and  entered  on  a  debate 
about  fixing  the  time  of  their  next  meeting,  when 
the  Commiffioner,  whofe  advice  they  were  never 
aiking,  flood  up^  and,  in  King  William's  name, 
diflblved  this  Affembly;  and,  by  the  fame  au- 
thority, called  and  appointed  another,  to  meet  on 
the  firft  of  November  next  year.  This  was  a 
ftroke  they  were  not  looking  for,  but  they  did 
not  chufe  to  call  it  in  queflion  :  So  they  patiently 
fubmitted,  and  all  was  concluded  with  prayer  and 
finging  the  133d  pfalm.  And  here,  before  I 
take  leave  of  this  AfTembly,  which  I  have  been  the 
longer  upon,  not  as  belonging  to,  but  becaufe, 
M  ter.as  they  could,  deflrudive  of  the  old  Epifco- 
pal  Conftitution,  let  me  exprefs  my  furprife,  that 
m  all  this  time,  and  indeed  in  all  the  preparatory 
fteps  towards  the  Prefby  terian  fettlement,  we  have 
heard  no  public  mention  of  that  former  idol  of 
veneration  among  them.  The  Covenant ;  which 
their  predeceflbrs,  about  fifty  years  ago,  had  pre- 
ferred to  their  creed,  and  even  to  their  baptifm. 
But  now,  except  what  private  glances  of  remem* 
brance  fome  of  their  packed  Prefbyteries  fquinted 
towards  it,  when  it  was  necefTary  to  fwell  a  libel 
againft  an  Epifcopal  pannel,  we  meet  with  it  in 
fio  petition  of  the  Kirk,  or  deed  of  the  State  ;  no 
handle  made  of  it^  as  pnce,  for  aboliiliing  Pre- 
lacy: 


avow  or  renounce  dieir  connection  with 
l.ca^Ui  and  C.\cn.int  of  thtir  godly  aaci 


lam*  &c 
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^ffc3ofibe  Revolution  on  the  Church  of  England 

Declining  State  of  King   y antes* s  Inter ejl 

Proceedings  of  the  Commijfton  of  the  Scotch 

Kirk'^-'^' Means  ufed' to  keep  out  the  complying 

Epifcopal  Clergy — ^—Laws  againfi  the  Nonjurors 

■         Account  of  the  ejeiled  Bijhnps Unpopular 

Meafures  of  King  William's  Reign         He  autbo-^ 
rizes  the  Oath  of  Abjuration^  and  dies. 

HAVING,  in  the  preceding  letter,  uken  a 
fufficient  view  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
fuccelsful  party,  after  the  Revolution  of  1688; 
before  I  return  to  the  hiftory  of  our  ejeded  Bi* 
ihops  and  clergj,  it  may  be  proper  to* give  you 
fome  account  of  the  (ituation  of  the  church  in  the 
neighbouring  kingdom,  which  we  (hall  find  affec- 
ted, tho*  not  fo  totally,  yet  perhaps  in  as  difagree* 
able  a  manner,  as  our  own,  by  this  ftrange  and 
fudden  revolution.  It  is  not  to  be  thought,  that 
on  fuch  an  extraordinary  emergency,  the  Englifh 
Biihops,  in  their  mixed  charader  of  governours  of 
tfhe  church,  and  members  of  the  legiilature,  could 
Vol.  II.  4  D  remain 
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l.M*rRR  remain  neuter,  or  be  allowed  to  ftand  by,  as  un» 
LV.    concerned  fpeftators  of  what  was  going  on.    Wt 
have  feen  what  impreffion  the  King's  orden  for 
reading  bis  indulgence  made  on  them  ;    and  how 
fcven  of  them  were  treated  for  their  oppoiition  to 
it.     This  ill-judged  meafure   added   fuel    to  the 
flame  which  the  High-Commiflion*s  fufpending 
the   Biihop   of  London  had  already   kindled.— 
When  the  Prince  of  Orange  landed,  this  difcon- 
tented  Prelate  foon  declared  for  him,  and  being 
of  a  noble  family,  which  gave  him  powerful  coiw 
nexions,  by  bis  example  and  influence  drew  noia* 
bers  of  all  ranks  a!oi>g  with  him.     On  the  King^s 
flrfl  withdrawing  and  taking  the  great  feal  \nt{f 
him,  in  the  beginning  of  December   1688,  the 
Archbi(bop  of  Canterbury  and  the  two  Bifliopi  of 
Ely  and  Peterborough,   met  with  fome  of  the  No- 
bility at  Guildhall,  lor  preferving  the  public  peacCi 
and  agreed  upon  an  application  to  the  Prince,  thea 
at  Exeter,  by  way  of  declaration  for  a  free  Parfi- 
ament,  byt  without  any  offer  of  the  fuprane 
power,  or  the  lead  invitation  to  the  Prince  to  ad- 
vance further,  all  which  the  King  on  his  return 
to  London  acknowledged  to  be  ^  g^>od  and  ^ufl* 
*  ful  fervice*^    But  when  within  a  dar  or  tw 
die  King  was  finally  driven  away  by  the  Dntdi 
tToops,  and  another  fet  *of  Peers  who  had  aflembled 
at  Weftminfter,  defired  the  Prince  of  Orsmge  tt 
take  upon  him  the  adminiftration  of  the  -GovenH 
ment,  the  Archbtflu^  did   not  think  |tfoper  to 
appear  among  them,  tho'  the  King  before  his  re- 
moval had  fent  bis  directions  by  two  of  the  Bi- 
fliops  to  the  reft  of  their  bredirea,  ^  that  fuch  u 
^  ferved  him  well  fliould  not  ftand  at  a  diftanae^ 
^  but  carry  tbemfelves  decentlv  to  the  Prince  cf 
*  Orange,  that  tjhey  roigitt  ftill  be  in  a  capacity 

.     •  to 


OF    SCOTLAND.  579 

*  to  go  on  with  bufinefs^  and  zQt  a9  occafibn  (bould  lbttu 
^  ferve,  and  might  do  what  was  Juft  and  right  in    LV 

•  the  queftion  aJ^t  the  Prince  ot  Wales.* 
In  the  convention  of  the  2  2d  of  January,  where 

Ae  grand  point  df  difpofing  of  the  Crown  was  de-i 
bated,  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bifhops 
of  Ely,  Chichefter,  Peterborough,  Worcefter, 
Bath  and  WeUs,  Gloucefter,  Chefter  and  Nor# 
wich,  ftood  out  againft  the  propofal  of  transfer* 
ling  their  allegiance,  and  giving  away  what  they 
thought  was  not  within  their  gift.  The  Biihops 
of  Winchefter  and  Durham,  likewife  (hewed  them« 
ielves  not  altogether  fatisfied  with  what  was  done^ 
however  proper  they  might  think  it  to  acquiefce 
in  the  deternunation  of  the  majority.  Others  of 
ibem  pretended  the  permidion  which  they  faid, 
lang  James  had  given  them  before  his  going 
away,  to  ad;  as  occafion  offered,  and  not  inca- 
pacitate themfelves  by  a  vain  oppofition  from  con« 
(lilting  the  publick  good.  Soon  after  the  Prince 
9nd  Princefs  of  Orange  were  by  this  conventioa 
declared  King  and  Oueen,  Archbiftiop  Bancroft^ 
fot  caring  to  ad  publickly  himfelf,  was  advifed 
10  grant  a  commliTion,  revocable  at  pleafure,  to 
the  Biihops  of  London,  Winchefter,  LandaflFand  S. 
^Zfhf  for  confecrating  Bifhops  and  ordaining  mi« 
lufters  to  any  diocefs  or  church  within  the  province 
of  Csuiterbury,  who  (bould  be  thereunto  duly  and 
kgally  nominated  and  elected,  an^d  by  his  Arch* 
iepifcopal  authority  confirmed :  By  virtue  of  which 
commiflion  our  countryman  Dr.  Burnet  was  con-' 
ibcrated  Biftiop  of  Sarumon  the  31ft  of  March 
l6Sgf  as  a  reward  for  the  fervices  he  had  done,  in 
bringing  about  this  change.  In  October  thereaf* 
ter,  the  Archbifliop  and  his  outftanding  brethren 
were  fufpended  ai^  officio  for  rcfufmg  the  new 

'     4  D  a  Oaths : 
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uiTTER  Oaths:    And  perfevering in  their  refolution,  ifier 
LV«     many  plans  and  propofals  of  accommodation,  they 
were  at  laft  on  the  ift  of  February  1691  totally 
deprived,  viz.    Archbifhop  Sancroft  of  Canter- 
bury, and  the  Bifliops  Lloyd  of  Norwich,  Tuner 
of  Ely,  Frampton  of  Gloucefter,  Kenn  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  and   White  of  Peterborough:     For* the 
other  three,  Thomas  of  Worcefter,  Lake  of  Chi* 
cheiler,  and  Cartwright  of  Chefter  had  died  Ae 
year  before.     Upon  this  fentence  of  deprivatioOi 
the  See  of  Canterbury  was  filled  on   the  31ft  of 
May  with  Dr.  Tillotlon,  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  lAa 
foon  after  provided  the  other  Sees  of  the  deprived 
Bifhops  in  like  manner.     And  Archbi&op  Ban- 
croft, being  an  old  infirm  man,  and  willing  to  le- 
tire  from  the  world,  devolved  by  a  folemn  deed 
his  Archiepifcopal  powers,  which  he  believed  no 
lecular  hand  could  take  from  him,  on  his  depriv- 
ed brother  Bifhop  Lloyd  of  Nor\^ich,  who  lived 
and  aded  in  that  capacity  eighteen  years.     Tbui 
a  rupture,  if  we  cannot  call  it  a  fchifm,  was  begun 
in  the  church  of  England,  and  two  feparate  Com- 
munions fet  up,  under  Dr.  Sancroft  at  the  bead  o( 
the  one,  and   Dr.  Tillotfon  of  the  other :    Which 
may   be  faid  to  have  continued  ever  fince,  till 
within  thefe  few  years,   that  the  regular  line  of 
Epifcopal  fucceffion  from  the  deprived  Bifhopi 
failed  in  the  perfon  of  our  countrymah  the  late 
Bifhop  Gordon. 

From  this  fhort  account  of  their  matters  it  wiA 
appear  what  ground  I  had  for  hinting,  that  the  cafe 
of  the  Church  of  England  at  this  period  of  confu* 
fion,  was  fully  as  difagreeable,  if  not  more  fo,  at 
our  own.  In  Scotland  the  eflablifhed  EpifcopacY 
was  flruck  down  at  one  blow,  and  its  rival  Prct 
bytery  fet  up  in  its  room,  without  oftering  rbe 

members 
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lembers  of  the  old  conftitution  any  conditions, 
r  giving  them  time  to  deliberate  what  fide  of  the  LV. 
olitical  conlroverfy  to  efpoufe.  So  that  thc^cot- 
Ih  Bifhops  t'^ng  all  involved  in  one  general  cata> 
Topbe,  and  not  divided  by  any  infnaring  altema- 
vesj  had  no  difficulty  to  maintain  the  Epifcopal 
luft,  and  to  fupport  the  intereft  of  the  Church  by 
crely  Ecclefiaftical  argument,  and  upon  her  own 
riginal,  and  independent  botlnm.  In  England  it 
ns  not  fo :  The  race  of  the  old  conftitution  was 
iiere  preferved,  and  by  the  appointment  of  the 
ew  legiflature,  Epifcopacy  was  made  to  fight 
gainft  itfelf.  This  was  an  intricate  and  unweU 
ome  combat;  and  the  fiiihops,  who  had  the  in- 
ared  lide  to  defend,  being  reduced  to  the  neceility 
f  fupporting  one  form  of  proteftant  Epifcopacy 

r'nft  anocher,  were  many  times  obliged  to  fly 
to  foreign  affiftance,  and  to  bring  forward  ar- 
laments  which,  however  fatisfaftory  they  may  be 
0  private  confcience,  will  be  thought  in  a  good 
oe^ure  extraneous  to  the  main  caufe :  while  the 
Mflraps  in  Scotland  had  nothing  to  dobut  combat 
bdr  adverfaries  with  the  weapons  which  every 
Epifcopal  Church  had  taken  out  of  the  ftore-houte 
apuie  and  uncorrupted  antiquity,  before  polttt- 
al  difcuflions  had  come  to  be  blended  mth 
i3iun:h  concerns.  The  (ruth  of  this  obfervarion 
mil  appear  from  all  the  controverfial  difputes  of 
liole  days,  where  it  is  eafy  to  fee  that  many  of  the 
ireightieft  objedions  againft  the  Englifh  feparation 
lo  not  affect  the  Epifcopacy  of  Scotland  ;  while 
yn  the  other  hand,  every  defence  that  the  ejefted 
lacceflion  in  England  could  make  for  themlelves, 
it  applicable  to  the  Scottiih  caufe  with  equal  pro- 
priety and  force. 
While  all  thefe  new  regulations  were  carrying 
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LSTTER  on  by  the  fuccefsful  party  in  both  kingdoms,  tke 
LV.    intereft  of  the  expelled  King  was  declining  every 
day.    In  Scotland,  the  Vifcount  of  Dundee,  on  be- 
ing driven  away  from  the  Convention  of  the  States^ 
had  retired  to  the  North,  and  coUeding  a  finaU 
body  of  Highlanders,  made  a  pufh  for  his  matter's 
fervice,  ^t  Gillicranky  in  Athol,  on  the   1 6th  (S 
July  1689,  where  his  troops  indeed  got  the  vic^ 
tory ;  but  the  death  of  Dundee  himfeu,  who  vsi 
killed  in  the  a&ion,  was  an  irretrievable  lofs  ta 
the  caufe  he  was  engaged  in,  and  diiheartened  the 
few  friends  of  it  from  makiiie  any  farther  attempts 
of  that  kind.    The  Duke  of  Gordon  too,  feeing 
no  hopes  of  relief,  had,  about  the  fame  time,  fur- 
rendered  the  Caftle  of  Edinburgh  to  the  prevailing 
powers,  and  fubmitted  to  their  difcretion.     Kii^ 
James  himfelf,  having  feen  his  Queen  and  Scsi 
properly  lodged  at  St.  Germains  in  France,  return* 
ed,  in  March  1689,  with  fifteen  hundred  Fiendi 
troops,  and  landed  in  Ireland,  where  he  held  Far« 
lianients,  coined  money,  and  for  ibme  time  exer* 
cifed  every  a£b  of  royalty ;  till,  after  feverai  flar« 
mifhes  with  various  fuccefs  on  both  fides,  a  ded- 
five  battle  was  fought  between  him  and  his  fon*i&* 
law,  on  the  banks  of  the  Boyne,  on  the  firft  of 
July  1690,  where  James  was  totally  routed,  and 
had  great  difficulty  to  efcape  to  France  from  tbt 
purfuit  of  the  vidorious  army.     This  blow  dafhed 
all  further  hopes,  and  rivetted  the  conqueror  in  the 
imdifturbedpofleflionofthat  foyereignty,  of  which 
he  had  hitherto  kept  but  an  uncertain  hold.     And 
thus,  by  the  fecret  hand  of  an  over- ruling  Provi- 
dence, which  it  does  not  become  blind  mortals  ta 
be  too  curious  in  inquiring  into,  were  things  di- 
reded  towards  this  fui  prifmg  Revolution  ;  wbicL 
we  are  told  from  good  au&orityi  James  him/elf, 

to 
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to  his  dying  day,  confidered  *  as  a  divine  aft  of  ^f^^ 

*  judicature  upon  himfelf  and  ^mily,   for  Tcry    ^'* 

*  wife  and  gracious  ends,  and  executed  in  great  ^•^^^"^. 

*  mercy  to  him :'  With  which  pious  refle^on 
vpoo  it,  from  the  greateft  and  moll  injured  fu£^ 
fercT  under  it,  I  Audi  have  done  with  it  at  this 
fiine,  and  return  to  the  affairs  of  the  church. 

When  the  General  Affembly  roie,  the  com- 
miilion  which  they  had  appointed  fell  to  work  with 
fatii  of  the  Epifcopal  Minifters  as  had  complied 
with  the  civil  government,  and  been  thereupon 
aRowed  to  keep  polfeifion  of  thar  Kirks.  Hie 
great  objed  was,  to  keep  fuch  men  out  of  their 
jodicatories ;  left,  by  their  difference  of  prindplet 
■id  plurality  of  voices,  they  fliould  incumber  thtir 
yttxxedings,  and  by  degrees  turn  the  channel  of 
affairs  another  way.  And  it  is  incredible  what 
inexiuci  and  flagrant  exertions,  of  both  oppreflioa 
aad  artifice  were  u&d,  to  prevent  fuch  a  dangerous 
conjundion.  Complaints  of  thefe  unjuftifiable 
meafures  were  lient  to  Court,  which  produced  an 
unpalatable  letter   from  King   William,  direded 

*  To  the  Reverend,  and  our  well-beloved,  the 
'  Miwfters  and  Elders,  Commiffioners  of  the  Go* 
'  neral  Affembly  of  the  Church  of  that  our  ancient 

*  kingdom  of  Scotland,'  and  dated  at  the  Hague^ 
February  13,  1691 ;  in  which,  a&er  finding  Uult 
with  the  vexations  and  hardfhips  put  upon  the 
Epilcopal  Miniftets,  he  telis  them,  '  It  is  ourplea- 

*  fure,  during  our  abfence  out  of  Britain,  and  till 
''  we  give  further  diredlons,  that  you  proceed  to 

*  BO  more  proceffes,   or  any  other  bufinefe,  but 

*  dtlpofe  yourfdvee  entirely  to  find  out  the  titft 

*  means  tor  helping  and  reconciling  differences^ 
*■  and  be  ready  to  give  impartial  redre&  upon  any! 

*  complaints  that  mall  be  offered  to  you,  againit 

*  liAtences 
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ri-^^^  ^  fentences  already  paflfed ;  that  we  be  not  obliged 

T  y^     *  to  give  ourfel ves  any  further  trouble  thereaneat : 

^  By  his  Majefty's  command,  James  Dalrymple.'f 

Yet,  it  does  not  appear  that  this  letter  had  any 

reat  effc£t,  or  anfwered  the  end  it  was  deiigned 

or.     The  Committees  continued  as  rigid  and  le- 

vere  as  everj  and,  under  pretext  of  negligence^ 

infufEciency,   or    fcandal,    g^ve    the   complying 

clergy  of  the  Epifcopal  perfuafion  all  the  diftoib- 

ance  they   could.    In  many  parts  of  the  North, 

i*  It  was  at  this  time,  that  King  William  and  his  Dattb 
frieads  joined  with  the  Imperial,  Spaniih,  and  Italian  plenipo- 
tentiaries in  a  Declaration,  wherein  *  They  folemnly  proiefti 

*  before  God,  nerer  to  give  peace  to  Lewis  XIV.  till  he  nike 
'  reparation  to  the  Holy  See  for  what  he  has  a^ted  agaiaftit; 

*  and  till  he  annull  and  make  ? oid  all  his  infamous  proceediap 

*  againft  the  Holy  Father  Innocent  XL'  We  are  told,  Lewis 
had  contended  with  this  Pope  about  the  right  of  difpofingofu- 
cant  benefices,  which  he  claimed  as  inherent  in  his  crown,  ttd 
Innocent  peremptorily  condemned  by  a  Papal  Brief  in  i6Sl. 
Bat  the  Parliament  of  Paris  (bod  up  for  the  King's  prerogadve ; 
and  in  i68a  an  afTembly  of  the  French  clergy,  conuiHng  of  fix 
Archbifhops,  thirty  two  Biihops,  and  a  nnmber  of  Delegates, 
determined  for  the  King,  and  boldly  af!erted  their  prii 
again  fl  the  Pope,  by  a  formal  decree  in  four  famous  ai 
which   have   been  called    *    The  Liberties  of  the  Gallica 

*  Church.'  This  contention  between  Lewis  and  the  Pope,  and 
Lewis'  attachment  to  King  James,  who  ieems  to  have  been  but  a 
French  Papifl,  has  made  it  be  believed,  that  the  Pope  was  at 
the  bottom  of  dethroning  James,  as  the  weaker  of  his  two  op- 
ponents ;  and  Wtiliam's  fo  early  declaring  himfelf  b  foppoitof 
the  Pope's  pretenfions,  has  perhaps  given  ground  for  a  fu^idflOi 
that  he  had  been  pitched  upon  by  the  Coon  of  Rome  as  the  moft 
proper  inflrument  for  that  purpofe.  It  certainly  has  a  (baoee 
)ook,  to  fee  a  Prince  pretending  to  defend  the  Proteffltnt  came 
in  fuch  a  hoiHle  manner,  againll  the  nearett  relation  be  had  opoo 
oartb,'  and  at  the  fame  time  leaguing  thus  with  the  moft  bigoned 
^emies  of  the  Proteftant  name,  in  fuppoit  of  that  Popifh  inters 
eft  in  France,  which  he  had  gone  fuch  violent  lengths  in  profeffii{ 
to  deib-oy  in  Britain. 

however, 
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hawenr^  the  attachment  ta  Epifcopacy  was  faLErm 
ttrong^  that  little  regard  was  paid  to  the  Prefbyte^  hV. 
rian  courts^  and  the  Minifters  who  kept  their 
khrksy  being  protefked  by  the  gentry,  andbelo* 
ted  bj  the  people,  feldom  or  never  appeared  be» 
fare  thefe  new  tribunals  r  And  in  fome  parifhes, 
where  the  old  patrons  were  the  only  or  principal 
proprietors,  and  thereby  had  influence  over  the 
parifhioners,  the  vacant  kirks  were  filled  with  mi- 
nifters who  had  received  epifcopal  ordination,  ei<-^ 
Aer  from  the  Bifhop  of  the  diocefs,  if  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, or  from  any  other  who  was  mofli  conti*^ 
guous  to  them.  Thefe  liberties  were,,  no  doubt, 
particularly  galling  to.  the  leaders  of  the  Eftahlifh^ 
fBt^j  not  only  as  thwarting  their  deiigns,  and 
{Overrenting  the  full  completion  of  their  uvourite 
modd,  but  efpecially  as  they  were  fuch  a  glaring 
and  aftual  contradidion  to  the  fundamemai  de-- 
daration  in  the  late  Claim  of  Right,,  about  ^  the 
^  inclSnanons  of  the  people/ 

But  what  they  could  not  altogether  help^  they 
took  care  to  guard  againft  the  confequences  of,  by 
aH  the  methods  they  could  devife :  For  they  had 
Intereft  enough  to  get  ait  a£t  of  P^iiament'pafled, 
ia  June  1693,  for  fettling  the  quiet  and  peace  of 
idle  church,  ftatuting  and  ordainmg,  among  other 
things,.  ^  That  uni^rmity  of  worihip>  and  of  the 

*  admhnftration  of  all  public  ordinances  within 

*  tfai$  churchy  be  obferved  by  all:  Minifters  and 
^  preachen,  as  thefamenare  at  prefent  performed 
^  and  allowed  dierein,.  or  (hall,  hereafter  be  de- 
^' dared  by  authority  of  the(amej  and  that  no. 
^  Mimfter  or  Preacher  be  admit|p  or  continued 
•hereafter,  unlefs  that  he  fubfcJtibe  to  obferve,, 
•*  and  adually  do  obferve,  the  faid  uniformity  i. 
**  And  withal  declaring,  that  if  any  of  the  fiuds. 
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Minifters,  who  have  not  been  hitherto  recdved 
into  the  government  of  the  church,  Ihall  offer 
to  qualify  themfelves,  and  apply  in  manner  fore* 
faid,  they  (hall  have  their  Majellies  full  protedioa 
ay  and  while  they  be  fo  admitted :  Prodding  al- 
ways, that  this  a6t,  and  the  benefit  thereof, 
(hall  no- ways  be  extended  to  fuch  of  the  £ud 
Minifters  as  are  fcandalous,  erroneous,  negli- 
ent,  or  infufHcient,  and  againft  whom  the  lame 
all  be  verified  within  the  fpace  of  thirty  days 
after  the  faid  application/  This,  it  was  thoughti 
would  be  a  bar  in  fo  far  to  the  promifcuous  entrv 
of  malignants,  which  they  fo  much  dreaded,  as  it 
left  the  never^failing  plea  of  fcandal  and  infuffi- 
ciency  open  to  keep  out,  or  thruft  out,  as  they 
pleafed. 

But  ftill  there  was  a  fear  remaining,  lefl,  after 
all,  fome  of  thofe  hated  and  fufpe£ted  compilers, 
againft  whom  none  of  thefe  exceptions  could  be 
verified,  might,  if  not  looked  after,  creep  into 
,their  prefbyteries  and  fynods,  and  perhaps  evea 
into  their  general  affemblies,  which  might  prove 
if  not  hurtful,  yet  in  fome  meafure  trouble^ 
fome  to  their  conftitutipn.  The  Parliament  there- 
fore gratified  them  with  another  ad  in  July  1 695, 

*  declaring  that  all  fuch  as  fhall  come  in  and  duly 
^  qualify  themfelves  as  f^ud  is,  and  fhall  behave 
^  themfelves  worthily  in  dodrine,  life  and  conver* 

*  fation,  as  becometh  minifters    of  the  gofpeli 

*  fhall  have  and  enjoy  his  Majefty's  protection  as 

*  to  their  refpedive  kirks  and  ftipends,  they  always 

*  containing  themfelves  within  the  limits  of  their 
^  paftoral  charge  in  their  faid  parifhes,  without  o& 

*  fering  to  exerce  any  po\)i(er,  either  of  licenfing  or 

*  ordaining  minifters,  or  any  part  of  government 

*  in  General  Affemblies,  Synods,  or  rrefbyteries» 
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unlefs  they  be  firft  duly  ajfumed  by  a  competent  i-bttbr 
church  judicatory  :  Providing  heverthelefs,  that,  LV# 
as  the  (aid  miniflers  who  (hall  qualify  themfelves 
as  faid  is,  are  left  free  to  apply  or  not  to  the  fore- 
faid  church-jadicatories,  fo  the  faid  judicatories 
are  hereby  alfo  declared  free  to  aflume,  or  notaf* 
fume,  the  forefaid  miniflers  tho'  qualified,  as  they 
(hall  fee  caufe/  By  this  unreflrided  freedom  their 
great  point  was  fully  gained,  and  fufficient  provi- 
non  made  againfl  an  unwelcome  intrulion  into  any 
of  their  ftated  and  authorized  courts,  by  putting  it 
entirely  in  their  own  power  to  admit  none,  but 
thofe  with  whom  they  were  thoroughly  fatisfied. 
However,  with  all  thefe  arts,  and  after  all  the 
mighty  boafts  of  their  numbers,  and  of  the  general 
affedion  of  the  people  toward  them,  it  would  feeni 
they  had  flill  found  it  a  difficult  matter  to  get  all 
their  kirks  filled,  owing  either  to  the  paucity  of 
their  preachers,  or  to  the  inclinations  of  the  peoj^e 
running  flill  in  the  old  channel :  For  we  find  an 
aft  of  Parliament, Un  July  1695,  narrating,  *  That 
^  there  are  many  churches  vacant  on  the  north- 

•  fide  of  the  water  of  Forth,  which  cannot  be 
^  foon  legally  planted,  nor  in  the  mean  time  other- 

•  wife  fupplied  than  bv  the  Preibyteries,  in  whofe 

•  bounds  they  ly,  employing  preachers,  who  are 
'  not  fettled  in  churches,  to  preach  in  fuch  vacant 

•  churches  for  fome  time  ;  therefore,  and  for  the 

•  pious  ufe  of  entertaining  fuch  preachers  fo  em- 

•  ployed,  his  Majefly,  with  advice  and  confent  of 
^  Parliament,  doth  hereby  deflinate,  appoint,  and 
^  allow,  out  of  the  firft  end  of  the  vacant  ftipend 

•  of  the  refpeftive  churches  at  which  they  fhall 
^  preach,  by  invitation  or  appointment  of  the  pro- 

•  per  Prefby teries,  to  every  one  of  the  faid  preach- 

•  crs,  Twenty  Merks  Scots  foi'  their  preaching 
^  every  Lord's  day,  forenoon  and  afternoon,  in 

•  .  •  '     4  E  3  'the 


^S        ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY 

CJETTER  ^  the  Dud  vacant  churches  ^  and'  that»  whether 
LV«    *  the  £iul  preachers  be  employed  to  preach  at  one 

*  church,  or  at  ieveral  churches  within  the  bounds.' 
Thele  itinerant  preachers  were,  among  the  vulgar, 
called  the  ^  Twenty  Merk  Men^  and  made  a  t(N 
lerable  living  by  that  random  method  of  fuppiyiog 
vacancies,  in  which  either  their  own  infuffiaeacyi 
or  the  difa£fe£lion  of  the  pariihtoners,  kept  them 
from  beinflr  formally  fettled.  Neither  was  the 
number  of  thefe  itmerams  found  fufficient  to 
anfwer  all  exigencies  of  this  kind  :  For,  from  an- 
other a£t  at  tne  fame  time,  it  appears,  that  eten 
fettled  Minifters  were  obliged  many .  times  to  be 
.employed  in  that  bufinefe,  with  the  benefit  of  the 
former  a&  extended  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  iti- 
nerants, who  were  confiderable  fufierers  by  tbe 
extenfion. 

In  this  fourth  fef&on  too,  for  their  further  fe* 
curity,  they  got  an  aft  made  againft  intruders  into 
churches,  flatuting  and  ordaining,  ^  TlvU  who- 
^  ever  fhall  intrude  into  any  church,  cmt  poflelt 

*  manfe  or  benefice,  or  ezerce  any  part  of  the  Bii*> 
^  nifterial  function  within  any  parifli,  without  an 
^  orderly  call  from  the  heritors  and  elderihip,  and 

*  legal  admiSion  from  the  Prefbytery,  fhaU,  by 

*  letters  of  homing  and  caption,  in  common  fomii 
^  be  removed  from  fuch  intrufion,  pofleffion,  and 

*  miniftration,  and  be  declared  incapable  of  en* 

*  joying  any  kirk  or  benefice  for  feven  years  after 
^  their  removal/  Tet  all  thefe  repeated  ftretches  of 
legal  precaution,  could  not  entirely  prevent  tbe 
ecclenaftical  diforders  which  were  perpetoallv 
breaking  out :  For,  whether  owing  to  the  incei* 
fant  jangliugs  between  the  two  contending  rivi^ 
or  to  the  tumultuous  mode  of  eledions,  wbidi 
was  now  fubfUtuted  in  place  of  the  ancient  me* 
thod  of  patronage,  the  ipirk  of  licentioufineft  and 

oppofition 
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Wppofmoa  was  betome  fo  common  and  prevalent  ^^J^ 
iqpon  thefe  occafions,  tbat  in  1 698,  the  Parliament  *y^ 
bw  tt  neceflary  to  make  a  law,  ^  Stri&ly  prohibit- 
ing and  difcharging,  all  perfons  whatfoever,  to 
make  any  oppofition,  by  rabbling,  tumult,  or 
any  other  manner  of  violence,  to  ainy  Minifter 
lawfully  authoriiied  and  fent  to  preach  at  any 
¥acant  church  within  the  kingdom,  either  for 
fupplying  the  vacancy,  or  to  be  fixed  Minifter 
within  the  parifli ;  and  that  imder  the  penalty 
•f  tool.  Scots  upon  every  heritor  or  liferenter, 
and  50  merks  upon  every  unlanded  perfon,  for 
•every  fault;  and  that  fuch  delinquents  as  are 
not  able  to  pay,  (hall  be  puniihed  in  their  per- 
fims,  as  the  Privy  Council  ihall  fee  fit:  And 
further,  ftatuting  and  ordaining,  that  where 
and  whenever,  after  requifition  made  to  the 
beadles,  or  havers  of  the  keys  of  vacant  churches, 
to  deliver  them  up  to  the  Prelbyteries,  or  any 
having  their  orders,  the  fame  ar<!  refiifed  and 
not  given  up,  then  the  next  magiftrate,  when 
required,  ihall  repair  to  the  £ud  kirk,  and  there 
make  open  and  patent  the  doors,  and  put  new 
locks  on  them,  and  deliver  the  keys  to  the  PreC> 
byteiy,  or  their  order,  for  theff  free  ufe-making 
of  the  fame:  Certifying,  every  fuch  magiftrate 
who  ihall  refufe,  when  called,  that  he  mall  be 
liable  in  a  fine  of  i  ooL  Scots,  by  and  attour  the 
Preibytery's  expences/  Such  were  the  confu- 
fions  confequent  on  this  late  eredion  of  Prefby- 
tery,  and  fe  frequently  was  the  parliament  called  on 
to  interfere,  with  renewed  injundions  and  threat- 
enings,  before  the  eftablifhment  of  it  could  be 
perfeded  to  fatis&£tion.  And,  when  we  take  a 
(general  view  ofthefeconfufions,  we  cannot  but  be 
muck  with  the  fUoEage  iight  of  a  Proteftant  Na- 

tional 
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LETTER  tional  Church,  which,  in  Arid  propriety  of  ipeech, 
LV.  could  neither  be  called  Prefbyterian  nor  Epifcqal, 
but  a  heterogeneous  compound  of  two  jarring  de- 
nominations, both  of  them  publicly  acknowledged 
to  be  miniflers  of  the  gofpel,  invefted  with  the 
paftoral  charge,  and  formally  confirmed  by  the 
then  legal  authority,  but  neither  of  them  m  fiiH 
terms  of  communion,  nor  agreeing  in  many  mar- 
terial  parts  of  wbrihip  with  the  other. 

But  there  was  another  body,  and  thefe  too  the 
greateft  and  mod  confiderable  number  of  the  old 
clergy,  who  took  no  fhare  in  the  ftrugglings  of  that 
aukward  conjunction,  but  continued  to  ftand  as 
much  and  as  quietly  as  they  could  upon  their  own 
bottom,  and  to  adhere  to  that  ecclefiaflical  indepen- 
dence, which,  under  all  their  other  lofles,  they 
had  now  regained.     Mod  of  the  rabbled  clergy, 
and  all  of  them  who  had  been  afterwards  depriv- 
ed by  the  Privy  Council,  fubmitted  fo  far  to  thefe 
hard  fentences,  as  not  to  exercife  their  miniftry  in 
their  own  parifli-kirks,  but  had  ventured  to  officii 
ate  in  the  old  way  in  fome  kirks  in   the  neigh* 
bourhood.     And  for  their  taking  this  libeny  they 
pled,  that  they  were  only  prohibited  the  exercife 
of  their    miniftry    at   iuch  a   particular   place: 
That   the    Council,    tho'    it    had  ejeded  them 
from  that  place,  had  not  taken  away  their  fpiritnal 
power  from  them,  (o  that  it  was  ftill  la>;('ful  for 
them,  as  well  as  a  duty  upon  them,  to  preach  the 
gofpel  where  there  was    occafion  :    That   they 
thought  there  was  but  too  much  occafion  for  their 
fo  doing,  confidering  how  many  vacancies  were 
made,  and  how  few  kirks  planted,  fo  very  few  in* 
deed,  that  in  fome  parts  of  the  country  there  were 
five,  fix  or  feven  kirks  all  emptv  together  :    That 
they  did  not  meddle  with-.  pMitical  controverfy, 
but  preached  the  folid  and  Tubflantial  do£brines  of 

Chrifti. 
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phriilianity,  and  made  it  their  bufinefs  to  perHiade  lettea 
people  to  a  fober,  righteous,  and  godly  life.     That    LV. 
iierefore  they  were  doing  nothing  but  what  cha* 
ity  required  them,  and  their  calling  entitled  them 
CO  do. 

However  all  this  plea,  jud  and  modell  as  it  was^ 
lood  them  in  no  (lead.  The  Prefbyterian  party 
in  the  government  were  exceedingly  irritated,  and 
^n  the  2  2d  of  July  1690,  got  this  inhibitory  a£t 
paifed  in  Parliament  againft  them,  ^  prohibiting 

and  difchargiag  all  and  every  one  of  thefe  depriv- 
/  -ed  miniders  to  preach  or  exercife  any  part  of  the 
^  minifterial  fundion,  cither  in  churches  or  elfe- 
^  where,  upon  any  pretext  whatever,  until  firfl:  they 
^  prefent  themfelves  before  the  privy  council,  and 
\  there  take,  fwear  and  fubfcribe  the  oath  of  allegi* 
^  ance,  and  alfo  engage  themfelves  under  their 
^  hands,  to  pray  for  K.  William  ajid  Q^Mary,  as 

*  King  andQueen  of  this  realm :  certifying  fuch  mi* 

*  aiders  as  Ihall  do  in  the  contrary,  that  they  fhalji 

*  be  proceeded  againfl,   as  perfons  difafieded  and 

*  enemies  to  their  majellies  government,  with  all 
'  rigour :  and  ordaining  the  Privy  Council  to  pro* 
^  ceed  therein,  or  empower  the  meriffs  and  magi- 

*  Urates  of  burghs  to  do  the  fame  in  their  refpec- 
^  tive  bounds,  as  they  (hall  fee  caufc/  Nor  was 
this  thought  enough  to  curb  thefe  obdinace  out- 
ftanders  :  For  at  the  fame  time  another  ad  was 
made  againd  the  trite  didindion  of  de  jure  et  de 
faSoj  and  appointing  a  new  declaration,  called 
the  AiTurance,  to  be  taken  by  all  in  any  public 
^employment,  and  ^mong  the  red  by  the  deprived 
Miniders,  in  thefe  words,  ^  I  do,  in  the  fmcerity 

*  of  my  heart,  a  (Tent,  acknowledge,  and  declare 

*  that  their  Majefties  K.  William  and  Q^  Mary  are 
^  .the  only  iawful  and  undoubted  fo.vereigns,  Xing 

*  and  Queen  of  Scotland,  as  well  dejure  as  defaSloj 

*  an4 
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LETTER  ^  and  in  the  cxcrcife  of  the  government :   And 
LV.     *  therefore  I  do  fincerely  and  faithfully  promifc 
^  and  engage,  that  I  will  with  heart  and  hand,  life 

*  and  goods,  maintain  and  defend  their  Ma^ei 

*  title  and  government  againft  the  late  King  James, 
^  his  adherents,  and  all  other  enemies  who  either 

*  by  open  or  fecret  attempts  fhall  difturb  or  difquiet 

*  their  Majefties  in  ih«-cxcrcife  thereof/ 
Now  it  was  not  to  be  thought  that  thefe  Nonjur* 

ors,  as  we  fhall  henceforth  call  them,  who  nad 
hitherto  refufed  the  fimple  oath   of  allegiance  to 
the  new  fovcreigns,  would  be  very  ready  to  digcft 
this  more    complex  addition,    and  fwallow  the 
larger  dofe,  when  they  had  boggled  fo  long  at  the 
lefs.    They  chofe  therefore,   under  the  firft  im- 
preffion  of  this  fiiock,  to  take  the  other  fide  of  die 
alternative,  and  for  a  while  forbore  the  exercife  of 
their  miniftry  any  where.  But  finding  this  not  eli- 
gible, upon  many  accounts,  they  at  hit  ventured  ta 
have  divine  worfliip  in  their  own  hired  houfes,  by 
praying  and  finging  pfalms,  and  giving  their  owa 
families  a  practical  fermon,  but  left  all  their  doors 
open,  that  whoever  inclined  might  hear  them  and 
join  with  them.     The  confequence  of  which  was, 
that  a  lift  of  thefe  intolerable  offimders  was  given 
in  to  the  Privy  Coimcil,  and  fentence  pafied  againft 
two  of  the  hardieft  and  moft  confptcuous  of  the 
number.  Dr.    Richard  Waddel,    Archdeacon  of 
St.  Andrews,  and  Dr.  John  NichoHbny  Paribnof 
Errol,  banifhing  them  both  from  their  rcfpcQive 
dwellings. 

Yet,  all  thefe  feverities  did  not  fully  anfwer  the 
propofed  end.  The  ejeded  clergy  went  on  calmlj 
and  couragioufly  in  performing  the  facred  offices  of 
religion,  to  the  many  of  all  ranks  who  flill  adher- 
ed to  them,   and  defired  thefe  offices  from  their 

bands. 
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hands.    For  putting  a  ftop,  therefore,  if  poflible,  LETxEit 
to  fuch  divifive    courfes,  the  Parliament,  in  July    LV. 
'1695,  gave  out  the  following  ad:    '  Our  Sove-  ^ 
'  reign  Lord  .confidering,   that   the  baptizing  of 

•  children,   and  folemnizing  of  marriage,  by  the 

•  laws  and  cufloms  of  this  kingdom,  and  by  [he 
••  conftitution  of  this  church,  have  always  beeis 

•  done  by   minifters  of  the  gofpel  authorifed  by 

•  law  and  the  eftablifhed  church  of  this  nation  ; 

•  and  that,  not  with  Handing  thereof,  feveral  mint- 

•  fters  now  out  of  their  churches  do  prefume  to 

•  baptize  children,    and  to  folemnize  marriage, 

•  without  proclamation  of  banns  or  confent  of  pa- 
'  rents,  and  fometlmes  within  the  forbidden  de- 
'  grees :    Therefore,    ftriftly   prohibits    and    dif- 

•  charges  any  outed  minifter  to  baptize  any  chjl- 

•  drcD,  or  folemnize  marriage  betwixt  any  parties^    - 
■  in  all  rime  coming,  under  pain  of  impriionmenr^ 

•  ay  and  while  he  find  caution  to  go  out   of  the 

•  kingdotn,  and   never  to   return  thereto :    And 

•  remits  tb^  execution  of  this  a^  to  the  miniflers^ 
■«  (rf  the  law,  as  accords/ 

This  was  the  heavieft  blow  which  the  Nonjur- 
ors had  hitherto  met  with.  The  former  laws 
ag^ll  them  had  left  them  to  an  arbitrary  punifh- 
ment,  which  might  be  foftcned  by  the  interpolT- 
■tion  of  friends,  or  clemency  of  the  judge:  But 
here  the  punifliment,  and  a  grievous  one  too,  is 
determined,  and  no  mitigation  to  be  expefted. 
•Jt  was  Ukewife  thought  particularly  cruel,  what- 
ever interference  might  have  been  ufed  about  the 
folemnizing  of  marriage,  that  any  legal  bar  fliould 
be  put  to  the  adminiftrationtrfafacrament,  which 
indeed  the  liow  ellablifhed  church  laid  no  great 
ftrefs  upon,  but  which  the  bulk  of  the  people  ftill 
retained  a  value  for,  and  wiffied  to  have  pcrform- 
VoL  IL        ■  4  F  ei' 
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LETTER  ed  by  proper  a dminiftrators.     However,  thefeout- 
L V.    ed  minifters,  as  they  are  called,  tho*  thus  reftrain- 
ed,  and  even  much  terrified,  were  not  altogether 
filenced  ;  but  ftill  continued  their  miniflerial  func- 
tions when  and  where  called,  in  the   fafeft  and 
moft  prudent  manner  they  could,  fo  as  neither  to 
lofe  fight  of  their  facred  charader  on  the  one  hand, 
nor  wantonly  to  provoke  their  implacable  enemies 
on  the  other,  but  in  patience  polTefiing  their  fouls, 
and  depending  entirely  on  their  great  Head,  in 
whofe  caufe  they  were  both  ferving  and  fuffering. 
In  this  patient  and  peaceable  courfe,   befides  the 
example  of  the  primitive  Prefbyters,  which  they 
jisftly  looked  upon  as  a  pattern  worthy  of  imita- 
tion, they  were  warranted  by  the  countenance  and 
authority  of  their  own  Bifhops,   who  were  now 
their  fellow  fuSerers,  and  who,  after  being  dripped 
of  their  temporal  honours,  and  difleized  of  their 
once  legal  revenues,  were  no  longer  diftinguifbed 
by  any  particular  notice,  but  were  ftruck  at  in  gene- 
ral, under  the  degrading  comprehenfion  of  ^  outed 
*  minifters.*     Thefe  deprived  Fathers,  for  Fathers 
they  once  were,  and  were  fo  called,  ftill  retained 
their  fpiritual  power  and  fuperiority  inherent  in 
their  commiflion;  and  under  all  their  depreilion,  had 
the  happinefs  to  poflefs  the  refpeft  and  efteem,  not 
only  of  their  ejeded  fons,  but  likewife  of  moft  of 
the  complyers,  and  even   of  many  of  the  great 
ones  among  the    laity,  who  had  been   a£live  in 
the  late  change.     They  had   quietly  retired  from 
their  Epifcopal  houfes,  on  the  firft  promulgation 
of  the  difpoiTeffing  a£b,  and  provided  themfelves  in 
lodgings  where  they  beft  could  :  Such  of  them  as 
had  any  little  paternal  inheritance  of  their  own, 
withdrew  to  it :    Others  took  fhelter  with   theii 
friends  'and  relations,  or  were  fuftained  by  their 

miniflerial 
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minifterial   labours    in  particular    congregations  [^ettsr 
which  adhered  to  them.*  L  V* 

He  who  made  the  greateft  figure,  and  had  the 
larged  and  longcfl  (hare  in  the  management  of  ec- 
clefiaftic  bufmefs,  was  Bifhop  Alexander  Rofe  of 
Edinburgh,  who  furvived  all  his  deprived  brethren, 
and  of  whom  we  fliall  foon  hear  more  ;  as  we 
are  now  come  to  a  particularly  remarkable  sera 
of  the  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scotland,  which  we 
mull  henceforth  furvey  as  reiling  on   the  old  in^ 

*  The  Primate  Rofs,  being  an  old  man,  lived  very  privatft- 
)y,  and  died  in  1704,  The  other  Archbifhop,  Paterfon,  of 
Glafgow,  was  of  a  more  adive  turn,  and  appeared  frequently 
^poD  the  public  (lage  in  matters  that  concerned  the  church : 
He  fecms  to  have  had  a  good  deal  of  influence,  even  with  fome 
Vfho  were  at  the  helm  of  affairs,  and  died  at  Edinburgh  in  1 708. 
Bifliop  Halyburton  of  Aberdeen  lived  in  his  own  houfe  of  Den- 
head  in  the  parifh  of  Cupar  of  Angus  26  years,  and  died  in 

1715.  Bifliop  Hay  of  Moray  died  at  Ins  lon-in-law's  houfe  of 
Caftlehill  near  Invemefs  in  1707.  Bifliop  Drummond  of 
firechin,  being  a  near  relation  of  the  family  of  Perth,  was  enter- 
tained by  the  £arl  of  Errol  who  had  married  the  Chancellor's 
{ifter,  and  died  at  Slains  in  1 695*  Bifliop  Douglas  of  Dunblain, 
a  fecond  coufin  to  the  Marquis  of  Douglas  and  to  Duke  Hamil- 
ton, lived  after  his  deprivation   molUy  at  Dundee,  and   died  ia 

17 16,  at  the  uncommon  age  of  92,  having  been  66  years  in  the 
miniftry*  Bifliop  Hamilton  of  Dunkeld  ofRciated  as  a  x:lergy- 
man  in  Edinburgh  fome  years,  as  did  alfo  Bifliop  Ramfay  of 
Rofs,  who  died  in  1696,  in  very  low  circumftances.  Bifliop 
Wood  of  Caithoefs,  a  nephew  by  his  mother  to  honed  Bifliop 
Guthry  of  Moray,  died  at  Dunbar  in  1695.  Bifliop  Bruce  of 
Orkney,  died  in  1700.  Bifliop  John  Gordon  of*  Calloway 
followed  King  James firft  to  Ireland,  and  then  to  Fiance,  and 
refiding  with  the  court  at  St.  Gcr mains,  read  the  Englifli  litur- 
gy to  filch  proteftants  as  reforted  unto  him,  in  which  iiation,  it 
would  appear,  he  had  died  ;  for  we  hear  no  more  of  him.  Bi- 
fliop Graham  of  the  Ifles  lived  many  years  about  Euinburgh,  but 
when  he  died  we  are  not  old.     The  fee  of  Argyle   was  vacant, 

^the  Revolution  having  prevented  the  execution  of  the  conge 
d'elire,  which  the  learned  Dr.  Monro ,  Principal  of  tlic  College 
of  Edinburgh,  had  got  to  it  in  Odlober  before. 

4  F  2  fUtuted 
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I.ETTER  ftituted  foundation,  and  in  which  we  fliall  fee  ou? 
^^  Bifliops,  tho*  detached  from  the  ties  of  fecuUjr 
connexion,  with  which  every  eftabliihed  form  of  a 
church  has  always  been  more  or  iefs  fettered,  yet 
entangled  between  the  indifpenfible  obligatioas  (^ 
high  truft  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  necel&ry  maXf 
ims  of  Chridian  prudence  on  the  other,  and  oftei) 
at  a  lofs  how  to  aft  confidently  with  both. 

Thty  were  not  indeed,  as  I  have  already  obferv# 
ed,  entirely  in  the  fame  intricate  fituation  with  th^f 
deprived  brethren  in  England  ;    and  yet  their  cir- 
cumftances,  all  things  conlidered,  were  fufficiently 
embarraffing.     Many  of  the  great  men,  who  wifli- 
ed  well  to  Epifcopacy,  had   been   furprifed,  and 
even  offended,  at  their  ftanding  out  againd  the 
change  in   the  date,  and  had  ufed  prefling  argu- 
ments with  them,  as  Duke  Hamilton  in  particular 
had  early  done  with  the  Primate  and  Bifliop  Rofe,  to 
perfuade  them,  for  their  own  fakes,  and  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  church,    into  a  compliance. 
On  the  other  fide,  their  avowed  adverfaries,  the 
Pred)yterians,  exclaimed  every  where  againd  their 
diffhefs,  and  cunningly  reprefented  their  non-com* 
pliance  as  proceeding  from   nothing   but  perfonal 
difaffeftion,  and  a   latent  inclination  to  Popery: 
And  fome  went  even  fo  far,  as  to  make  a  handle 
of  their  filence  and  meek  deportment  under  their 
fufferings,  to   upbraid  them  with  cowardice  and 
inconfidency,  in  not  thundering   out  boldly  and 
intrepidly  againd  the  convulfions  and  ufurpations 
which  they  complained  of  in  fecret.     Under  thefe 
complicated   attacks  from  without,    and   various 
druggies,  no  doubt,  from  within,  they  will  ap- 
pear, it  is  hoped,  to  the  eye  of  chridian  charity, 
?md  unprejudiced   candour,  to  have  been  objedf 
rather  of  compaffion  than  of  ccnfure.   The  change^ 

by 
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\j  which  they  w«e  fufFering,  was  unprecedented  i.rt^B^ 
Q  the  Scottifli  annals,  which  had  never  recorded    **"• 
i  King  expelled  by  a  daughter  and  her  hufband.  ^■■^^^'^. 
The  late  inflance  of  the  firft  Charles,  which  they 
iiad  all  feen,  wns  not  fimilar  to  this  jn  every  parti- 
3ilar:  It  tjad  been  oppofed,  at  lealt  in  appearance, 
3y  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  and  matters  then 
lad  in  a  few  years  returned  to  the  old  form.     Such 
jf  their  clergy  too,  as  had  yielded  to  the  prefent 
requiGtions,  were  but  roughly   handled,  and  had 
Qot  met  with    fuch  fair   or   favourable  ufage,  as 
night  encourage  others  to  lay  afide  their  fcruples, 
and  comply. 

Indeed,  the  very  beginning  of  this  Revolutioa 
could  not  but  alarm  our  Bllhops  with  a  dilhearten- 
ing  prbff>e£l: :  A  foreign  Prince  coming  over  upon 
Prelbyterian  invitation,  and  accepting  the  Crown 
in  terms  of  the  C/aim  of  Right,  which  had  declar- 
ed Prelacy  a  grievance,  was  not  the  man  from 
whom  much  good-will  to  Epifcopacy  was  to  be 
expelled  :  And  the  event  juftificd  their  apprehen- 
fiuns.  In  a  fhort  time  too,  the  new  adminifi ration 
began  not  to  be  fo generally  acceptable  as  the  friends 
of  it  had  hoped,  and  William  neither  gave  nor  got 
the  latisfa£tion  which  bad  been  mutually  looked 
for.  The  horrid  tragedy  of  Glenco,  on  the  12th 
of  February  1693,  which  in  the  manner  of  exe- 
cution, and  allowing  for  the  proportion  of  num- 
bers, was  as  much  a  maffacre  by  Proteftants  as 
had  ever  been  acted  in  France  or  Ireland  by  Pa- 
jnftsj  and  which  theinefficacy  of  the  Parliamentary 
inquiry  into  it,  two  years  after,  had  raifed  a  fufpi- 
cion  of  its  having  originated  from  a  fource  which 
was  not  proper  to  be  laid  open,  fpread  an  univer- 
fal  and  well-founded  difguft  thro'  the  whole  king- 
dom: And  this  difguft  was  heightened  by  the 
affair 


598        tCCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY 

LETTER  aflfair  of  the  Scotch  Colony,  fet  up  in  1 699  on  the 
LV«  royal  faith,  at  Darien  in  America,  where  it  ms 
vifible  the  Scots  were  moft  treacheroufly  baffled, 
to  the  utter .  ruin  of  many  individuals,  and  to  the 
riik  of  exafperating  the  two  Parliaments  againft 
one  another.  No  wonder  that  a  reign,  begun  in 
fuch  a  ftrange  way,  and  chequered  with  fuch  dif- 
agreeable  meafures,  had  not  the  effeft  of  removing 
fcruples  out  of  fome  people's  minds,  and  giving 
them  that  convidion  and  cleamefs  upon  trial, 
which  fo  many  had  attained  to,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  it. 

But  this  fcene  of  murmuring  and  difcontent  did 
not  long   continue.      For  on  the    8  th  of  March 
1702,  Kmg  William  died,  in  the  52d  year  of  his 
age  ;  after  having  in  his  lad  moments,  and  when 
he  was  fo  weak  that  he  could  not  write,  ftamped 
his  name  on  a  commiffion  for  paffing  an  ad,  which 
was  afterwards   extended   to  Scotland,  enjoining 
the  taking  the  *  Oath  of  Abjuration,'    in  thefe 
words :  *  I  do  folemnly  and  fmccrely  declare,  that 
I  do  believe  in  my  confcience,  that  the  perfon 
pretended  to  be  Prince  of  Wales  during  the  life 
of  the  late  King  James  ;  and,  fmce  his  deceafe, 
pretending  to  be,  and  taking  upon  himfelf  the 
ftile  and  title  of  King  of  England,  by  the  name 
of  James  the  Third,  or  of  Scotland  by  the  tiamc 
of  James  the  Eighth,  or  the  ftile  and  title  of  King 
of  Great  Britain,  hath  not  any  right  or  title  what- 
foever  to  the  Crown  of  this  realm,  or  any  other 
the  dominions  thereto  belonging :  And  I  do  re- 
nounce, refufe,    and  abjure,  any  allegiance  or 
obedience  to  him,  &c.'     An  oath  of  fuch  a  du- 
bious contexture,  and  fo  hard  to  be  digefted  in 
all  its  parts,  that  even  the  Prefbyterians  boggled 
at  it}  and  fourteen  years  after  this^  the  Coo^* 

miilion 
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miflion  of  the  Kirk  drew  up  an  addrefs,  praying  to  letteh 
have  ^  the  Oath  of  Abjuration  fo  qualified,  that    LVI« 

*  tender  confciences  might  take  it,  fome  of  their 

•  very  Minifters  having  refufed  it.' 

lam,  &c. 


LETTER 


LVI. 


Accejion  of^  Ann Suppofsd  to  be  favourable 

to  the  Scots  Epifcopalians She  is  addrejfed  by 

fome  of  the  Ctergy Confccrations  performed  by 

the  ejeded  BiJhops^^The  Englijh  Liturgy  introduC'^ 
ed  into  Scotland^-^-'^Ad  of  Toleration^  and  Con-- 

fequences  of  it Sudden  Death  of  J^  Ann, 


ON  the  death  of  K.  William,  the  Princefs  Ann, 
youngeft  daughter  of  the  late  K.  James  by 
his  firft  wife,  was  proclaimed  in  both  kingdoms  : 
And  this  acceffion  was  fuppofed  to  open  a  more 
favourable  profpeft  to  the  ejefledand  oppreflfed 
xriergy  in  Scotland.  High  notions  had  been  con« 
^ceived  of  her  ihining  virtues  in  private  life,  efpe« 

ciailj 
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LETTER  cially  of  her  diftinguiflied  attachment  to  tht 
LVL  Church  of  England,  and  indeed  to  Epifcop^cy  in 
general.  Many  too,  who  had  thought  themfelte^ 
bound  to  K.  Jaraes  while  he  lived  began  now  oft 
his  death,  which  had  happened  on  the  6lh  of 
September  laff  year,  to  recede  a  little  from  their 
former  attachment,  and  to  confider  their  allegiance 
as  eafily  transferred  from  one  branch  to  another 
of  the  royal  family.  In  this  opinion  they  believed 
themfelves  fupported  by  the  conduft  of  the  primi- 
tive church  under  the  Roman  Empire,  where  they 
found  obedience  paid  by  the  Chriflians  to  the  Em- 
peror while  alive,  and  to  any  one  of  his  family  that 
got  hold  of  the  fceptre  after  his  death,  without  con- 
vafling  the  right  of  fucceffion,  about  which  at  that 
time  there  was  no  difpute. 

Thefe  flattering  appearances   and  plaufible  ar- 
guings  induced  fomeof  theEpifcopal  clergy  to  ad- 
drefs  the  new   Queen,  hoping  to  meet  with  more 
lenity  from  one  of  her  difpofition  and  principles, 
than  they  had   experienced  from  her  predecdfoF. 
But  the  greateft  number  of  them,  with  all  the  fur- 
viving  BiOiops,  flill  laboured  under  their  old  diffi- 
culties on  this   intricate  fubjeft ;  and  while  they 
gave  all  due  praife  to  the  Queen's   perfonal  cha- 
rafter,  could  not  bring  themfelves  to   a  fufBcieat 
degree  of  convidion  about  her  public  capacity, 
notwithftanding  of  the  compariibn  drawn  from  the 
Roman  government,  where,  they  faid,  the  confti- 
tution  was  diflfererit,  and  where  fuch   thorny  cofi- 
ceffions  were  not  required.     However,  an  addrefs 
was  framed,  and  prefented  in  March  1703,  fhev- 
ing,  *  That  the  petitioners  had  been  violently  and 

*  unjuftly  turned  out  of  their  benefices  at  the  Re- 
'  Volution,  and  intreating  her   Majefty   to  com- 

*  paiGonate  them  and  their    numerous  families, 

*  who 
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who  were  reduced  to  a  ftarving  condition,  for  ^yXS* 
their  adhering  to  the  true,  primitive,  and  apo-  ^^' 
ftolic  church,  of  which  her  Majefty  was  a  mem-  ^'^^^^. 
ber.'  To  which  addrefs  anfwer  was  given, 
AffuriDg  them  of  her  protefHon,  and  exhorting 
them  to  live  peaceably  with  the  PreCbytenan 
clergy.*  Tho'  this  came  not  up  to  all  that  was 
squeued,  and  tho*  the  Parliament  foon  after  re- 
sted the  Bill  of  Toleration  which  had  been  pro- 
oled  to  them,  owing  to  the  violent  clamourings 
f  the  Prefbyterians  againft  it ;  yet  the  anfwer  it- 
iff  being  of  a  fc^er  nature  than  any  fpeech  which 
le  Epifcopal  clergy  had  for  fome  time  been  ac- 
uftomed  to  h^r  from  the  throne,  oicouraged  the 
itoleof  them  to  form  higher  hopes,  and  to  con- 
en  fuch  probable  fchemes  for  enlarging  their  fub- 
(tence,  as  they  thought  might  now  be  carried  on 
ith  fafety,  undn  fuch  a  mild  adminiftration. 
iliey  had  been  hitherto  afTifted  in  a  private  way, 
y  charitable  donations  from  fome  few  benefadors 
a  England  and  Ireland,  and  a  fund  had  been  fettled 
>r  that  purpofe  at  Edinburgh,  under  the  principal  - 
iredion  of  the  two  Archbilhops,  and  of  the 
lifbops  of  Edinburgh  and  the  Ifies,  who  refided 
toiUy  in  or  about  the  metropolis.  A  Commiffion, 
lerefore,  was  now  renewed  from  thefe  Prelates, 
1  managers  of  this  fund,  to  Mr  Arthur  Millar, 
^o  had  been  Miniiler  at  Inverefk,  but  ejeded  at 
lie  Revolution,  empowering  him  *  to  colle£fc 
money  among  the  welUdifpofed  in  Ireland,  for 
the  relief  of  the  fu£Fering  clergy  in  Scotland/ 
In  execution  of  this  Commiflioii,  Mr  Milbr 
rent  over  again  to  Ireland  ;  and  in  December  this  a.  d. 
ear  obtained  a  brief  from  the  Duke  of  OrmonJ,  *'°'* 
^e  Lord  Lieutenant,  which  was  of  great  ufe  to 
dm.  He  was  likewife  much  a£[i(tedia  this  pious 
Vol.  II.  4  G  work. 
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LETTHR  work,  by  the  then  Archbiftiop  of  Dublin,  Dn 
LVI.  King  ;f  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  he  col- 
leded  in  Ireland  upwards  of  nine  hundred  pounds 
fieri,  which,  with  other  liberalities  from  time  to 
lime  at  home  and  from  England,  was  of  great  Fer- 
vice  to  both  Bifliops  and  Clergy  in  their  then  try- 
ing fituation.  The  Bifhop  of  Edinburgh  too, 
whofe  amiable  qualities  endeared  him  to  all  rai)ks, 
but  whofe  worldly  circumftances  were  not  fo  afflu- 
ent as  his  merit  deferved,  or  his  chara&er  requir- 
ed, was  at  this  time,  by  the  intered  of  powerful 
friends,  favoured  with  a  penfion  out  of  the  Bi- 
Ihop's  rents,  and  had  it  paid  him,  tho'  not  very 
punctually,  for  fome  years,  till  on  a  new  acceiSoa 
it  w  as  taken  from  him,  in  1 7 1 6,  for  his  cond- 
nued  refufal  of  the  ftat^-oaths. 

And  now  the  furviving  Bifhops,  taking  hold  of 
the  favourable  opportunity  isi  the. beginning  of  this 
reign,  and  ferioufly  pondering  the  weak  condition 
which  the  church  w^s  now  in,  by  the  death  of  b 
many  of  their  order^  and  the  decaying  (late  of  the 
few  who  yet  remained,  came  to  an  xinanimous  re- 
folution  of  continuing  the  Apoflolic  Succeffion,  and 
committing  the  facred  Depofit  which  they  were  en- 
trufted  with,  to  ^  other  good  and  faithful  meni 
*  apt  to  teach  and  govern ;'  who  might,  in  like 
manner,  convey  it  forward,  and  thereby  prefierve 
the  Church  of  Scotland  from  the  neceility,  which 
ihe  had  been  reduced  to  within  their  own  memoryi 
of  applying  to  foreign  aifiitance  for  a  regular  an^ 
valid  Epifcopacy.    In  confequence .  of  this  refolu^ 

f  This  Prelate  is  well  known  in  the  learned  woWd»  by  his 
curious  book  *  Ofthe  Origin  of  Evil ;'  and  there  are  letters  pre: 
fcrved  from  him  to  Mr  Millar,  expreffing  the  moft  cordial  good 
will  to  himfelf  and  his  caufe^  and  (igned»  *  Your  affcAionare 
<  humble  fervaot  and  brother,  Will.  Dabliii/ 

tion 
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don,  Mr  John  Sage,  formerly  oneof  the  Minifters  LErrBH. 
of  Glafgow,  (a  man  defervedly  efteemed  for  his    LVI. 
many  valuable  writings  ;  but  whom,  to  the  great  i^V^i 
bfs  of  this  church,  death  took  away  within   fix 
years,  in  the  59th  year  of  his  age)  and  Mr  John 
Fullarton,  who  had  been  Minifter  at  Paifley,  were 
the  iirft  pitched  upon  for   this    high  otfice ;  and 
accordingly,  on  the    25th  of  January  1705,  they 
were  duly  and  canooically  confecrat;^,  at  Edin- 
burgh, by  Archbifhop  Paterfon  of  Glafgow,  Bifliop 
Rofe  of  Edinburgh,  and  Bilhop  Douglas  of  Dua> 
blain. 

At  the  fame  time,  for  preventing  any  confuliona 
diat  might  poilibly  arife  from  future  contingencies, 
and  fbr  other  prudential  reafons,  it  was  provided 
on  the  one  fide,  and  agreed  to  by  the  other,  that 
during  the  life  of  any  of  the  old  Biflifqis,  the  go- 
remment  of  the  church  (hould  remain  entirely  in 
dieir  hands  ;  and  that  in  all  that  time,  none  of  the 
oew  confecration  Jhould  be  veiled  with  Diocefan 
powers,  or  have  the  infpedion  of  any  particular 
diftricl,  but  that  they  were  defigned  only  to  allifl 
in  keeping  up  the  order,  and  to  give  their  counfel 
and  concurrence  when  called  for.  Thus  a  plan  of 
Epifcopacy  was  introduced  into  this  church, 
which,  it  mufl  be  owned,  was  not  altogether  fo 
conformable  to  primitive  practice  as  could  have 
been  wiihed,  but  which  the  fagactty  of  thefe  pru- 
dent and  experienced  governors  faw  expedient  for 
thefe  times,  tho'  it  cannot  be  thought  they  propof- 
ed  it  to  be  perpetual,  as  was  afterwards  pretended, 
or  to  take  place  any  longer  than  it  fliould  appear 
proper  and  neceflary  to  return  to  the  old  model. 
However,  thefe  worthy  Prelates  refted  fatisfied 
with  this  method  of  performing  what  they  were 
convinced  was  their  duty;  and  having  made  this 
4  G  a  fatutary 
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LKTTEK  lalutary    ftq>    towards   the  prefervadon  of  the 
LVI.   chuich,  as  far  as  lay  to  their  hands,  they  comld 
now,  with  faith  and  rdignation,  wait  the  good 
providence  of  their  gracious  Mafter,  to  d^ofe 
matters  as  to  hb  infinite  wifdom  (houldfisem  heft. 
But  this  calm  glimpfe  of  funibine,  which  was 
juft  breaking  in  upon  our  diftreffed  churchy  vm 
foon  overcait  with  a  tranfient  cloud,  and  that  too. 
upon  an  occafion  in  which,  as  ihe  now  ftood,  fte 
could  not  be  much  interefted.    The  projed  dF  an 
incorporating  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  whick 
had  been  oft  ftarted  by  the  Englifh,  and  as  oft  ie< 
jeded  by  the  Scots,  was  now  again  rerived ;  and 
being,    from  whatever  views,    a  favourite  paiiit 
with  England,  was  pufhed  with  great  ardour  from 
that  fide :  And  to  make  fure  of  the  Parliament  of 
Scotland,  where  the  Prefby terians  had  fo  much  to 
fay,  the  Court  found  it  expedient  to  lay  the  rod  a 
little  more  fmartly  upon  the  Epifcopal  clergy,  as 
being  thought  the  moil:  effectual  way  to  remove 
the  jealoufy  of  the  Prefbyterians,  and  reconcile 
them  to   the  intended    fcheme.       According, 
orders  were  ifiued  to  (hut  up  all  the  Epifco]^ 
Meeting-houfes   without  diftin£Hon ;    and    thefe 
orders  were  executed  with  more  or  Ids  rigour,  ac- 
cording as  the  oppofite  humour  prevailed,  or  the 
feveral  turns  of  politics  required.     Mean  time  the 
Union- proje^i  went  briikly  on ;  and  notwithftandh 
ing  tumults  in  many  towns,  and  addrefles  from 
feveral  counties  againfl  it,  on  the  i6th  of  Jamuh 
ry  1707  it  was  finally  ratified  in  the  Parliament  of 
Scotland.     On  the  iixth  of  March  it  pafled  in  the 
Engiiih  Parliament,  at  which  time,  we  are  toldf 
one  of  the  Englifh  peers.  Lord  North-and-Grey, 
offered  a  rider  to  the  bill,  "  That  nothing  in  it 
^^  may  be  conitrued  an  approbation  or  acknow 

!'  ledge. 
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*  ledgement  of  the  truth  of  the  Prefbyterian  wav  lbttir 
^  of  ^rorfiiip,  or  allowing  therdigion  of  the  Khx  LVI. 
f  of  Scotland  to  be,  vihzt  it  is  ftyled.  The  True 
^  Proteftant  Religion."  But  the  motion  was  re- 
eded, as  unfeafonable  and  fuperfluous. 

Scarce  had  this  threatning  ftorm  begun  to  fub* 
ide  a  Kitle,  when  a  new  opportunity  offered  ta  • 
wfe  another.  An  invafion  from  France  was  att- 
empted, and  a  fleet  fent  out  of  Dunkirk  under 
Admiral  Fourbin,  which  hovered  a  while  upon 
mr  coafts,  but  was  on  the  1 3th  of  March  1 708 
afyetkd  and  driven  off  by  the  Englifh  navy,  with* 
mt  any  refiftance,  and  with  no  great  lo(s.  This 
ihrm,  fudden  and  fhort  as  it  was,  created  trouble 
X>  iuch  of  the  nobility  as  had  appeared  moft  averfet 
x>  the  Union,  who  were  taken  up  on  fufpicion,  but 
m  a  fliort  time  had  their  innocence  cleared,  and 
mre  difiniffed.  But  the  Nonjuring  clergy  were 
ike  chief  fufferers  by  it,  as  it  was  alledged  to  be  a 
plot  of  them  and  their  party  to  bring  over  the  fon 
if  the  late  King  James,  who  was  now  ftyled  the 
Piretsender,  to  whofe  intereft  they  were  believed 
to  be  devoted,  becaufe  they  had  hitherto  refufed 
the  oaths  to  his  iifter.  Yet  under  all  this  load  of 
popular  clamour  and  legal  feverity,  there  was  ftill 
thefiEKre  of  a  church  kept  up,  and  amidft  the  many 
reftraints  and  diftreffes  which  they  ftruggled  with, 
Lhe  clergy  were  fo  diligent,  and  by  their  diligence 
lb  fucce&ful  in  their  labours,  that  in  many  places 
diey  got  their  people  prevailed  with  to  admit  the 
exerafe  of  liturgical  worfhip  in  their  religious 
ifanblies,  as  more  decent,  more  intelligible,  and 
better  calculated  for  public  devotion,  than  the 
E^lreibyterian  method,  which  they  had  been  accu- 
ftomed  to  hear,  but  could  not  be  faid  to  join  in. 

The  ufe  of  the  Englifh  Book  began  now  to 
bread  thro'  various  comers  of  the  kingdom :  It 
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LETTER  had  been  approved  of  by  many  of  the  clergy  long 
LVI«  ago,  and  fome  of  them  had  even  ufed  it  openly  in 
the  kirks.  For  we  are  told  in  ^  the  Life  of  Dr. 
'  Burnet,  Biihop  of  Sarum,'  that  foon  after  the 
Refloration  he  read  the  Englifli  liturgy  in  the 
parifh-kirk  of  Salton,  which  was  his  ftrft  cure : 
.And  in  Dumfries  too  we  have  this  notable  tefti* 
mony  of  its  being  ufed,  that  the  Cameronian  plun- 
derers broke  into  the  church  there,  while  the  mi- 
nifler  was  reading  it,  tore  it  out  of  his  hands, 
and  made  a  public  bonfire  of  it,  which  was  the 
common  mark  of  difgrace  they  put  upon  all  the 
prayer-books  which  they  found  among  the  mini- ' 
iters,  in  thefe  heathenifh  excurfions.  After  the 
Revolution,  when  fo  many  of  the  clergy  and  moft 
of  the  Bifhops  took  fhelter  about  Edinburgh,  and 
found  themfelves  more  at  freedom  to  model  the 
public  worfliip  after  the  commendable  pattern  of 
Catholic  Antiquity,  the  Englifh  fervice  became 
more  frequent  in  and  about  Edinburgh,  the*  for 
fome  years  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country,  the 
old  miniftcrs  moftly  kept  to  their  former  wayj 
either  from  choice  or  neceffity.  But  in  the  bis- 
ginning  of  this  reign,  which  appeared  more  fisivour- 
able  to  Epifcopacy  and  a  Liturgy,  by  the  liberality 
of  well-difpofed  people  in  England,  a  large  fupply 
of  Prayer  Books  was  fent  down  to  Scotland  ;  and 
by  this  means,  under  the  particular  recommenda- 
tion, and  by  the  careful  provifion  of  the  Bifhop  of 
Edinburgh,  who  was  the  chief  mover  in  our  cc- 
clefiaflical  affairs, '  the  Englifh  fervice  was,  in 
1707,  fet  up  in  St.  Andrews,  in  Aberdeen,  and 
at  many  places  in  Aneus  and  Moray,  in  both 
which  mires  the  old  conftitution  ftill  had  a  number 
of  friends.  This  was  not  only  a  great  improve* 
ment  in  itfelf,  but  likewife  a  wonderful  diange 

from 
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from  the  ctofs  humours  of  former  times :  And  is  letter 
I  clear  demonftration,  how  much  more  eafily  and  LVL 
peaceably  people  will  be  reconciled  to  decency  of 
pradice,  in  religious  concerns,  by  the  winning 
irguments  of  perfuafive  inftrufHon,  than  by  the 
peremptory  compulfion  of  authority.  However  rc- 
j^lar  and  competent. 

The  Bilhops  too,  now  that  the  cloud  was  in 
fome  meafure  over  for  a  while,  continued  their 
wsttchfiil  care  of  the  fucceiHon  ;  and  finding  their 
aumber  more  and  more  on  the  decreafe,  by  death 
md  decay  of  nature,  they  thought  proper  to  add 
aew  ftrength  to  their  order,  in  terms  of  the  late 
regulation,  by  the  promotion  of  other  two  worthy 
old  minifters,  Mr  John  Falconar  at  Cambee  in 
Fife,  and  Mr  Henry  Chriftie  at  Kinrofs,  who  were 
confecrated  at  Dundee  on  the  28th  of  April  1709, 
by  the  two  old  Bifhops  of  Edinburgh  and  Dun- 
blain,  and  the  new  Bifhop  Sage ;  the  only  other 
furvivor,  Haliburton  of  Aberdeen,  being  now  fo 
weak  in  his  intelleQuals,  beyond  what  his  more 
aged  brother  of  Dunblain  was,  that  tho'  he  was 
(fall  capable  to  perform  the  office  of  Ordination 
for  fuch  vacancies  in  his  diocefs  as  applied  to  him,* 
it  was  not  judged  convenient,  as  it  was  not  ne- 
ceflary,  to  employ  him  in  any  bufmefs  of  import- 
ance that  required  a  certain  degree  of  fecrecy  and 
caution**     After  thefe  two,  Mr  Archibald  Camp- 

•  The  firft  of  thefe  two  new  Bifhops,  Mr  Falconar,  was  an 
intiznate  acquaintance  and  great  favourite  of  good  Bifhop  Role, 
vfao  prefied  him  moft  warmly,  for  the  good  of  the  churcli,  to 
lake  the  burden  of  the  Epifcopate  upon  him  in  thefe  times  of 
rrial  and  difficulty.  And  indeed,  no  man  could  have  been 
fitter  for  it  in  any  condition  of  the  church,  as  from  the  many 
letters  that  remain  of  him,  he  appears  to  have  been  not  only  a 
man  of  great  piety  and  prudence,  but  likewife  a  confummare 
divine,  and  deeply  yerfed  in  the  do^ines  andiitcs  of  the  prinH- 

bell 


£o8        ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY 

UTTER  bell  was  next  advanced  to  the  Epifcopate  in  out 
LVI*  Scottifh  church,  and  was  coofiscrated  at  Dundee^ 
on  the  25th  of  Auguft  171 19  by  the  Bifliopiof 
Edinburgh  and  Dunblain,  and  Bifliop  Falconar.f 
The  next  year  after  bis  promotion,  Mr  Jamei 
Gadderar,  who  had  been  rabbled  out  of  hb  mini- 
{try  at  Kilmaurs  in  the  {hire  of  Ayr,  (and  of  whom 
I  need  fay  nothing,  as  he  has  left  fuch  a  predous 
memory  behind  him  in  our  church,  especially  in 
the  Dioce&  of  Aberdeen,  of  which  he  long  bad 
the  inipe£tion),  was  confecrated  on  die  24th  of 
February,  at  London,  by  BiAop  Hrckes,   (the 

tive  church,  which,  both  by  example  and  argaraent,  be  flodied 
to  revive  and  briqg  agin  ioto  pradice,  in  the  (biteft  and  moft 
ioofienfible  maoner  pomble* 

f  This  geotlemaa  was  a  near  deicendant  of  the  fiunilj  of 
Argyle,  and  tho'  long  in  prteiPs  orders,  had  never  had  a  fixed 
charge,  but  was  highly  recommendable  for  his  leamijig  and  other 
valuable  accomplifhmentSj  which  his  carious  writings,  tho'  oat 
of  the  common  line  in  Ibme  things,  abundantly  teftify.  His  at 
£ure  led  him  to  refide  moftly  at  London,  where  he  long  add 
as  a  Scotch  Bifhop,  and  in  that  charader  was  of  great  ferrice 
to  our  church,  having  been  among  the  firft  projedMSy  and  bf 
his  adivity  and  connexions  a  conflant  promoter  of  that  charitablt 
fund,  which  was  a  great  fupport  to  the  poorer  deigy  in  thdr 
firaitened  circnmftances.  He  had  got  into  his  hands  the  oiigi- 
Dal  regifters  of  the  General  Aflemblies  produced  by  WariAon  ia 
the  rebellious  Aflembly  of  Glafgow  in  1638*  which  he  geae* 
rouily  communicated  to  fuch  of  his  brethren  as  had  any  ate  la 
nuke  of  themi  and  at  laft  in  1737,  made  a  gift  of  them  to  Stoa 
college  for  prelervaiion.  In  his  later  days  he  carried  hu  lingii* 
larities  to  fuch  a  length,  as  to  form  a  feparate  Noojoring  cooh 
munion  in  England,  di(Hndt  from  the  Sancroftian  >««^,  aod 
eyen  ventured,  in  contradiction  to  the  opinion  and  advice  of  Us 
brethren  in  Scotland,  upon  the  extraordinary  ftep  of  a  fingle  con* 
fecration  by  himfelf  without  any  alEftant,  for  keeping  up  die 
ieparation,  which,  thro'  Mr  Laurence,  Mr  Docon  and  Hboie 
others,  fubfilb  in  fbme  of  the  Wefiem  parts  of  England  to  dii» 
day. 

veil 
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ndl  known  Dean  of  Worcefter,  and  foon  after  ^-^'^JI* 
Ae  Revolution,  made  a  Bifliop  in  the  deprived     f^' 
fttcceffion)  and  the  two  Scottifh  Blihops  Falconar 
ifad  Campbell.f 

B7  thefe  confecrations  our  church  was  onca 
nllore  fuppUed  with  a  fuflicient  number  of  Bifhops, 
tioth  to  preferve  the  fucceffion,  and  perform  other 
stnfcopal  offices  to  thofe  of  her  communion.     And 
aoout  this  time,  the  Briti(h  Parliament  manifefted 
bmethtng  of  a  favourable  difpofition  towards  thofe 
tsf  the  epifcopal  perfuafion  in  Scotland,     For  on 
the  third  of  March  17 12,  an  ad  was  pafTed,  to 
"  prevent  the  difturbing  thofe  of  the  Epifcopal 
^  communion,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  caU 
"  led  Scotland,  in  the  exercife  of  their  religious 
"  worihip,  and  in  the  ufe  of  the  liturgy  of  the 
•♦  Chiu'ch  of  England,  and  for  repealing  the  aft 
^  pstfed  in  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  intitled,  ad 
^  againft  irregular  baptifms  and  marriages  ;**  de» 
daring  it  to  be  free  and  lawful  for  all  of  the  E- 
pifcopal  communion  in  Scotland  to  meet  and  af< 
femble  for  divine  worfhip  in  any  town  or  place 
tecept  in  parilh  churches,  to   be  performed  after 
dieir  own  manner  by  Pallors  ordained  by  a  Pro« 
leftant  Bi/hop,  and  to  ufe  the  liturgy  of  the  church 

f  It  needs  be  no  furprifey  to  find  a  coiirecration  for  Scotland 
performed  at  LondoD',  and  in  a  part,  by  Eoglifh  hands.  Mr 
Campbell  had  his  ordinary  retidence  in  London,  where  Mr 
Gadaerar  alfo  lived  for  fome  years  :  And  BifliORp  Falconar's  bc<« 
ittg  xc  London  may  well  enough  be  accounted  for  from  the  exi- 
jgeaciet  of  the  church,  which  not  only  called  for  a  brotherly  cor-i 
relpondence,  but  even  n^any  times  required  periooal  interviews, 
Bod  led  up  of  our  BifhOps  and  qlergy  now  and  then  to  London 
to  affid  ia  the  con^mon  caufe.  however,  this  coiifccration  of 
Br&op  Gadderer,  tho'  feemingly  out  of  the  qfuaj  courfe,  yet 
hairing  been  not  only  with  Bifhop  Rofd's  confent,  but  likewife 
at  his  cxprefs  dedre,  was  approved  of  by  all  his  Scotti/h  brethren. 

Vol.  II,  '        4  H.  «( 
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LETTER  of  England,  if  they  think  fit,  and  that  it  (hall  be 
LVL   free  and  lawful  for  fuch  Epifcopal  minifters,  not 
only  to  pray  and  preach  in   their  congregations, 
but  likewife  to  adminifter  the  facraments    and 
marry,  without  incurring  any  pains  or  penalties 
whatfbmever,  any  law  or   ftatute  to  the   contrary 
notwithftanding :  And  (Iridly  enjoining  all  (be* 
riffs  and  other  magiflrates,  to  give  all  manner  of 
protection,  aid,  and  afliflance  Co  fuch   Epifcopal 
miniflers   and  their  congregations,    and    not  to 
hinder  or  dilturb  them,  under  the  penalty  of  i  ooL 
fterling  ioties  quoties :    But  requiring  every  fuch 
Epifcopal  miniiler,  before  he  (hall  enjoy  the  be- 
nefit of  this  a£t,  to  produce  his  letters   of  orders 
before  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  at  their  general  or 
quarter  feflions,  to  be  entered  on  record  by  the 
clerk,  and  to  take  and  fubfcribe  the  oaths  of  Alle- 
giance,    Affurance,    and  Abjuration ;    and  that, 
every  time  that  he  officiates  in  his  place  of  wordup 
fo  protected,  he  (hall  pray   in  exprefs  words  hr 
her   mod  facred  Majefty  Queen  Anne,  and  the 
mofl  excellent  Princefs  Sophia,  iDutchefs  Dowager 
of  Hanover,  and  all  the  royal  family,  under  die 
penalty  of  2ol.  fterling  for  the  firft  offence ;  and 
for  the  fecond,  of  forfeiting  the  benefit  of  this  z&% 
and  being  declared   incapable    of  officiating  as 
paftor  of  any  Epifcopal  coneregation  during  the 
fpace  of  three  years  :  **  Provided  always,  that  no 
^^  minifter  offending  herein  (hall  fuffer  fuch  penal* 
*^  ties,  or  either  of  them,  unle(s  he  be  pro(ecuted 
**  for  the  fame    within  two   months  after  the 
•*  offence  is  committed." 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  that  famous  A£l  of  To- 
leration of  the  loth  of  Queen  Anne,  which  was 
more  than  had  been  granted  for  twenty  years,  and 
for  that  rea(bn  was  by  fome  vehemently  cric^  out 

again/t 
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IgainfL  It  is  true,  the  Nonjurors,  who  were  by  letthx 
Eur  the  greatefl  body  of  the  Epifcopal  communion,  LVL 
And  had  all  the  Bimops  both  old  and  new  at  their 
liead,  had  not,  and  could  not  in  law  claim,  the 
[iin  benefit  of  it.  But  yet,  as  it  difcovered  the* 
Eivourable  inclinations  of  government  towards  the 
Scottifh  Epifcopacy  in  general,  the  Prcfbyterians 
were  thereby  kept  back  from  haraf&ng  the  Non-^ 
jurors  too  much,  left  they  fhould  be  driven  to  take 
the  advantage  of  this  toleration,  and  fo  put  it  out 
^the  power  of  their  enemies  to  hurt  them.  Ano« 
ther  a&  too  that  pafled  in  this  feflion,  and  has  con- 
dnued  in  force  ever  fmce,  was  particularly  grating 
lo  the  Prefbyterians  at  that  time,  and  to  many  of 
them  is  fo  ftill,  and  that  was  the  zQl  refcinding  the 
atS  of  1690  againfl  Patronages,  and  '^  Reftoring 
^*  the  Patrons  to  their  ancient  rights  of  prefenting 
^^  minifters  to  the  churches  vacant  in  that  part  of 
"  Great  Britain  called  Scotland.*'  Befides  the 
matter  of  this  ad,  the  very  title  of  it  could  not  but 
be  highly  offenHve,  as  it  aflerts  the  claims  of  the 
patrons  to  be  both  rightful  and  ancient,  which  the 
eealots  of  the  Kirk  ilill  continue  to  brand  as  a 
lacrileeious  ufurpation  of  a  modern  date.  At  the 
Eune  time,  another  ad  of  King  William,  which 
has  a  (Irong  tafte  of  the  fanatical  leaven  in  it^ 
^'  difcharging  the  Yule  vacance,  notwithftanding 
^  of  any  bygone  cuftom  of  obferving  it,"  was  re- 
pealed, and  the  ancient  pradice,  which  had  pre* 
railed  in  all  ages,  and  among  all  nations  where 
chriftianity  was  duly  regarded,  wasagain  fet  upon 
the  old  footing. 

Thefe  proceedings,  tho*  not  quite  pleafing  to 
Ibme  at  the  helm  of  aflfairs,  were  perfedly  agree- 
able to  the  Queen  herfelf,  who  had  a  fmcere  re- 
[pe&  for  Epifcopacy,  and  for  every  thing  that  was 

4  H  2  orderly 
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tPTTFR-  orderly  and  decent  In  the  externals  of  reKgionj 
LVL    And  under  covert  of  the  late  toleration,  evoitht 
Clergy  of  the  Nonjuring  Church  began  to  enjoy  a 
little  freedom,  atid  to  entertain  hopes  of  nK>re  ex< 
tenfive  indulgence  than  they  had  experienced  for 
fome  years*     The  repeal  of  the  rigorous  act  agaioft 
their  baptifms  was   a  great  relief  to  their  mindi, 
as  it  freed  them  from  the  daily  rifk  ofimpiifoiw 
jnent  or  banifhment,  in  the  execution  of  a  part  of 
their  office  which  they  could  not  difpenfe  withf 
and  only  expofed  them  to  a  pecuniary  mxxlGt  when 
added  to  their  other  delinquencies.     Tet  tho'  thos, 
by  the  good  nature  of  the  Queen,  and  the  mild* 
nefs  of  adminiilration,  which  generally  follows  the 
inclinations   of  the  Sovereign,  they  were  in  feme 
meafure  relieved  from  the  outward  preflures  of  the 
former  reign,  th^y  were  (till   expofed  to  maoy 
difficulties  in  the  courfe  of  their  internal  manage- 
ment, which  required  all  the  prudence  they  were 
mailers  of,  to  enable  them  to  ad  both  a  confcieo- 
tious  and  inpffenfive  part. 

The  late  confufiQns  had  occafioned  a  number  of 
diforders  and  defeats,  which  called  loudly  for  re- 
medy, but  which  it  was  not  an  eafy  matter  to  re- 
medy fo  foon,  and  fo  regularly,  as  they  could 
have  wiffied.  Among  the  many  complaints  of  tbii 
kind,  the  long  difufe  of  the  lacred  and  apoftolical 
rite  of  Confirmation,  which,  tho*  once  introduce 
cd  into  our  reformed  church  by  competent  au- 
thority, had  been  wofully  and  aJmoft  inevitably 
negle&ed,  gave  our  Bifbops  many  uneafy  thoughtSi 
and  fet  them  upon  endeavouring  to  have  it  uni^ 
verfally  reftored ;  in  which  pious  endeavour,  the 
new  Biihop  Falconar  was  particularly  zealous  and 
aftive.  But  here  a  frelh  difficulty  occurred  in  the 
vray  of  duly  adminiftring  this  ordinance^  arifing 

from 
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kcm  the  many  difputable  baptifms,  which  the  LBTm 
preralenqf  of  what  our  Bifhops^  confidently  with  hVL 
principle^  could  not  but  reckon  a  fchifm,  and  the 
terror  of  King  William's  law,  operating  on  the 
Gears  of  the  more  timorous  of  our  clergy,  had 
been  produ£dve  oL  This  put  good  Bifhop  Fal- 
coaar  to  a  great  nonplus,  and  made  him  confult 
die  Bifhop  of  Edinburgh,  who  was  as  much  flrait- 
ened  on  die  fubjed  as  he  was ;  but,  to  anfwer  his 
requeft,  wrote  him  the  following  letter,  which  I 
flail  fiet  down  from  the  original  now  before  me, 
leaving  the  merits  of  it  to  the  impartial  judgment 
oS  every  ferious  reader. 

It  is  of  date  July   30th,  171 39  andisinthefe 
words,   **    Reverend   brother,  the  defire  of  the 
perfon  you  wrote  of  feems  to  me  to  have  great 
reafon  on  its  fide,  and  I  wifh  that  cafe  had  been 
taken  under  confideration,  and  decided  either  by 
our  own  or  any  other  rightly  conflituted  protefl- 
ant  church,  which  fo  far  as  I  know  has  not  yet 
been  done ;   nay,  the  practice  and  fenfe  of  our 
neighbour  church  looks  to  be  againd  it,  upon 
what  warrantable  principle,  or  how  agreeable  to 
fome  other  both  oi  their  principles  and  practices, 
I  am  yet  to  learn.     But  as  for  the  thing  itfelf^ 
it  wants  not  perplexing  difficulties  on  both  fides ; 
and  though  I  have  often  thought  upon  it,  yet  I 
muft  own  that  I  am  fcarce  able  to  refolve  myfelf 
clearly  as  to  what  may  be  fit  to  be  done  in  cafes 
of  that  nature.     I  am  loth  to  annul  ail  fuch  bap- 
tifms, and  to  impeach  both  our  own  church  and 
others  that  feem  to  allow  them,  in  fo  far  that 
they   allow  thofe  perfons,  who  have  no  other, 
all  Chriflian  privileges.    On  the  other  hand,  I  do 
not  know  how  to  own  the  validity  of  what  is 
done  without  a  commiffion.    For  my  own  part, 
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I  make  a  difference  between  thofe  wbo  are  Smf- 
fied  or  have  no  fcruples  about  their  baptifm,  and 
thofe  who  have.     As  to  the  firft,   I  reckon  their 
baptifms,  tho'  invalid  in  matter  of  right,  yet  not 
fo  in  matter  of  fad,  and  that  thro'  the  divine  in- 
dulTCnce,  from  the  churches  in  which  they  live, 
their  admiffion  and  acceptation  oi  them,  and  the 
infuperable  difficulties   the  far  greater  part  oT 
people  are  under  to   know   otherwife :  For  the 
church's  admitting  of  fuch  baptifins,  tho'  no  far- 
ther  than  not  to  pafs  a  cenfure  upon  them,  feenu 
to  me  to  put  thefe  perfons  in  bona  fide  to  rely  upon 
fuch  baptifms,  and  I  hope  that  they  fhall  fufbdn 
no  prejudice  in  that  cafe ;  but  how  the  governors 
of  the  church  (hall  account  for  affording    that 
ground  of  confidence,  I  do  not  know.     But  for 
the  others,  who,  upon  maturity  of  judgment, 
after  diligent  enquiry  and  weighty  confideration, 
fcruple  the  validity  of  their  baptifm,  their  cafe 
feems  to  be  very  different  from  that  of  the  others, 
and  I  think  it  hard  to  reject  them,   when  they 
crave  to  have  the  defeds  of  their  former  baptiihi 
fupplied  ;  but  this  I  think  fit  to  be  done  in  the 
way  and   manner  you  wrote  of,  and  that  upon 
many  obvious  and  weighty  confiderations.     God 
Almighty   dired  you,   give  us    all  fuller  and 
clearer  light,  and  eflabliih  all  things  among  us 
upon  the  true  ancient  foundations.* 
By  this  letter,  we  fee  the  moderation  and  mo* 
defly  of  this  fenfible  Prelate,  and  with  what  diffi. 
dence  he  exprefles  himfelf  on  a  queftion  which 
had    never  been  authoritatively  determined ;  and 
which,  however  plain  it  might  appear  to  a  fuper- 
ficial  view,  both  he  and  his  judicious  brother  Fal* 
conar  faw  difficulties  about,  which  they  could  not 
get  over  to  a  full  degree  of  iatisfadipn.    Nor  wai 

this 
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this  the  only  embaraffiag  bufmefs  that  Bifliop  Rofe  ^^^*  * 
bad  to  give  his  opinion  in.     When  the  change  of    ^^_ 
men  and  meafures,  by  the  defeat  of  the  Marlbo- 
rough party,  was  begun  at  court  in  1 7 1  o,  he  had 
I  mefl^e  lent   him  from    Oxford,  defiring  to 
know.  Whether  he  and  the  reft  of  the  Scottifli 
Bifhops  were  in  communion,  as  matters  now  ftand, 
with  the  eftabliflied  Church  of  England,  and  her 
Bifhops  ?   To  which  he  gave  this   mort  but  wary 
return;    "    I  know  there  has    been  a   divifion 
^^  among  the  members  of  the  Church  of  England 
^  upon  that  head :  The  controverfy  is  great  and 
'^  material,    and  our  circumftances  among  our- 
^  felves  not  affording  fuch  difficulties,  the  moft  of 
^  us  perchance    have   not  fo  carefully  examined' 
^  that  matter,  and  want  the  needful  helps  to  be 
**  fully  inftrufled  in  it:  And  for myfelf,  it  can- 
^  not  be  expefied  of  me,  that  without  a  previous 
^  conference  with  my  brethren,  and  confidering 
^  that  fubjed  thoroughly  and  maturely  with  them,. 
•*  I  (hould  give  my  fenfe  of  it.'*    Yet,  in  matters 
of  civil  concern,  he  correfponded  with  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  York,  and  Bifliop  of  London,  who  were 
his  old  acquaintances,  and  flill  retained  an  efteem 
for  him ;  while  he  himfelf,  by  his  wife  and  peace- 
able deportment,  and  with  all  the  dignity  of  cba- 
ra&er  that  belonged  to  a  primitive  Bifliop,  pru- 
dently and  unblameably  governed  the  poor  re- 
mains of  our  church,  by  virtue  of  thefe  fpiritual 
powers  which,  after  the  death  of  the  two  Arch- 
bifliops,    were  acknowledged  to  have  deyolv.ed 
upon  him. 

But  this  outwaid  ferenity,  which  he  and  his 
brethren  were  beginning  to  enjoy,  upon  the  remo- 
val of  the  Whig  Miniftry,  as  they  were  called,  was 
not  of  fo  long  continuance  as  by  the  cowrie  of  nar 
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"TIf*  lure  might  have  been  expeded:  For  on  the  29th  o 
July  the  Queen  fuddenly  fickened,  and  died  on  thi 
I  ft  of  Auguft  1714,  in  the  50th  year  of  her  age,tc» 
thefurprize  of  all  her  friends,  and  to  the  great  jo^ 
of  the  malecon tents,  who  were  longing,  and  per- 
haps looking,  for  that  event.  It  has  been  faid,  anX 
from  different  fides,  but  upon  what  grounds  doe^ 
not  appear,  that  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht  (h^ 
had  begun  to  harbour  fome  thoughts  of  fympathy 
and  affedion  towards  her  eidled  brother,  and  even. 
was  concerting   meafures  for  doing  him  a  fignaf 
piece  of  fervice  :  And  if  it  had  been  fo,  it  needed 
neither  have  been  matter  of  wonder  nor  blame, 
that  a  fifter,  even  upon  a  throne,  (hould  have  re* 
tained  fo  much  of  the  compaifion  inherent  in  hu- 
man nature,  efpecially  in  the  fofter  fex,  as  tp  feel' 
for  a  fuffering  brother,  and  an  only  one  too,  who 
flie  knew  was  bom  to  the  profped  of  wearing  that 
crown,  which  the  failings  of  their  common  father 
had  excluded  the  brother  from,   and  given  the 
fifter  the  poffeflion  of.     But  whether  it  would 
have  been  right  in  her  to  have  had  fuch  favourable 
intentions  to  a  brother  ;  and  how  far  her  behavi'- 
our  to  a  father,  and  him  too  an  indulgent  father  to 
her,  in  the  very  article  that  was  his  overthrow, 
the  article  of  Religion,  may  be  reconcileable  to 
the  ftri&  letter  of  the  ^^  firft  commandment  with 
•'  promife,**  however    excufable  by  the  plea  of 
political  neceflity,  are  too  intricate  points  for  me 
to  meddle  with,  and  fhall  be  left  to  the  ^^  great 
V*  Judge  of  ail  the  earth''  to  determine. 
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Mcceffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  Confequencei 
^itt  ■  A  mw  Acl  againfi  the  Scotch  Nonjurors 
.^^^'.^^orrefpQndence  with  the  Engtijh  abouf  the 
Ufageo    ■     Varioui  opinions  of  the  Scotch  Bifbopi 

An     Agreement   effe6led Corrcfpondencc 

Mboui  an  Union  with  the  Eq/iern  Cbur(b. 


^  I  ^riE  fame  day  that  Q.  Anne  died,  the  Eledor    a.  d. 
X    of  Hanover^  a  great-grandfon  of  James  VI,     '7M» 
^o  had  been  brought  into  the  late  fettlement,  as  the 
neareftProteftantheir,  was  proclaimed  with  the  ufu* 
al  folemnities,  and  on  the  iSth  of  September,  made 
a  magnificent  entry  Into  London.     And  now  a  total 
change  in  every  public  ftation  commenced.     All 
the  late  Queen^s   minifterg  and  favourite  officers^ 
were  either  difmifled  by  exprefs  orders,  or  being 
treated  with  contempt,   refigned  their  places  and 
withdrew.     The  Marlborough  party  were  taken 
VoU  II.  4  I  into 
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tiTTTER  into  favour,  and  placed  in  all  the  offices  about  the 
tVn.  court.  A  proclamation  was  ifTued  for  putting 
the  laws  in  execution  againft  all  Papifls,  Nonjur- 
ors, and  difafFeded  perfons.  The  two  chief  Se- 
cretaries of  Statie  for  England,  Oxford  and  Bo- 
lingbroke,  were  impeached  of  high  treafon.  The 
Earl  of  Mar,  Secretary  for  Scotland,  was  remov- 
ed. In  a  word,  the  public  aflfairs  thro'  the  whole 
kingdom  put  on  a  new  face  under  this  foreign  ac- 
ceflion  ;  and  the  new  courtiers  drove  with  luch  a 
high  hand,  as  if  tl^eir  defign  had  been,  wrhat  was 
ihrewdly  fufpeded,  to  force  on  the  commotions 
which  foon  happened. 

The  Earl  of  Mar  retired  to  his  own  country, 
V^here  he  was  joined  by  a  number  of  the  nobility 
and  others,  and  on  the  6th  of  September  171 5^ 
fet  up  his  ftandard  in  name  of  the  exiled  princei 
At  tbe  fame  time  there  was  a  riiing  in  the  North 
^f  England  in  the  fame  caufe,  and  from  the  fame 
difafiedion.     But  they  were  both  foon  cruffied  ; 
For  on  the  i3ih  of  November,   the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle  at  the  head  of  a  regular  army  came  up  ^tfa 
the   Earl  of    Mar's  militia  at  a  place  called  the 
SherifF-muir,  not  far  from  Dunblain,  where  there 
was  an  obftinate  engagement,  with  equal  claims 
of  vi&ory  on   both  Ikles  :  And  the  fame  day  tht 
Englifli  infurgents  were  totally,  routed  by  General 
Wills  at  Prefton  in  Lancaihire,  and  a  great  nuro* 
ber  taken  prifoners.     The  Scots  ind^d  made  t 
fhift  to   keep  together  for  fome  weeks,  but  upon 
Argyle's  being  ftrengthened  with  a  freih    recruit 
of  troops,  they  faw  it  advifeable  to  difperfe,  and  on 
the  4th  of  January  the  Earl  of  Mar  and  fome  others, 
with  the  exiled   Prince  himfelf,  who  had  landed 
at  Peter  head  lome  days  before^  embarked  at  Mon- 
trQ(e»  aivi  ^ot  fafe  to  Fraacc«    T^hus  this  early  and 
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hzfif  iafarre&Ion  was  quaihed  in  a  ihort  txxt^ '' rt/rr 
and  the  whole  of  the  year  17 16   was  taken  up  in    \^}^\ 
executions  and  forfeitures,  which  are  the  common 
confequences  of  all  fuch  unfucceisful  attempts,  and 
the  effeds  of  which  are  felt  by  many  to  this  day. 

It  was  not  to  be  expeded  that  our  Epifcopai 
church,  under  the  fufpicipns  which  had  been  long 
entertained  againft  her,  would  altogether  efcape 
the  public  notice  on  this  trying  and  provoking  oc^ 
cafion.     The  oaths  were  e^ery  where  put  ta  the 
clergy  in  the  ftrideft  manner,  and  were  generally 
refufed,  notwithftanding  the  fevere  penalties  they 
were  expofed  to  by  the  refufal.    Even  many  of  the 
old  minifters,  particularly  in  the  North,  who  had 
)^t  their  kirks  by  a  compliance  under  the  two 
lad  rdgns,  had  fcruples  about  the  oaths  to  the  pre- 
fent  fucceiTor,  and  were  inhibited  from  performing 
minifterial  Oi^ces  within  their  refpeclive  parifhes. 
They  who  had  (till  been  Nonjurors,  and  fuch  of 
the  younger  clergy   as  had  Kept  up  Epifcopacy, 
and  mtroduced  a  liturgy  in  thofe  pariflbes  of  tha^ 
perfuaiion  where  the  old  compilers  had  died  out, 
were  haraflfed  without  mercy,  and  forced  to  ab- 
jG:ondfor  their  lives.     In  a  word,  Epifcopacy   in 
general  lay  under  the  odium  of  difaflfedion  to  the 
prefent  government,  and  upon  that  account  was 
coldly  looked  upon,  not  only  in  Scotland,  wbeise 
the  tide  of  malice  had  been  long  running  againil 
it,  but    even  in   England,  where  it  ilill   had  the 
{landing  laws  on  its  fide.      For  the  Convocation 
there,  having  according    to  immemorial  privilege, 
met  at  the  fame  time  with  the  Parliament,  and 
the  lower  houfe  having  in  May  17 17  drawn  up  a 
T^refentation  againil  fome  portions  contrary  to 
the  doftrine  of  the  Church   of  England,  which 
Hoadly  Bifliop  of  Bangor  had  publifhed  in  his  il.U 

4  I  2  natured 
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tETTTEv  natured   ••  Prtftrratite  tigainft  the  Principles  %sA 
LVn.  *^  Pr^aices  of  the  NoAjufors;"  the  Court  was  fo 
bfietided  at  this  repreTencatioft,  that  before  k  could 
be  in  form  prefcnted  to  the  tipper  Honfe,  th^ 
Convocation  was  by  a  fpecial  order  prorogued  td 
November,  and  has  never  been  allonred  to  enter 
Upon  bufinefs  firtce.     The  next  year,  thet'^riia- 
hient  repealed    the  Occafional   Conformity-^ACt^ 
\vbich  had  beenpafled  in  171 1  for  the  fecurity  o€ 
the  Church  of  England,  in  the  debating  of  which 
tepealing   bill,  it  was  pnopofed,  that  {>erfoti8  whc> 
came  to  qualify  themfehres  for  any  office,  (hould 
acknbwledge  the  hdy  fcriptures  to  be  of  divine 
ihfptration,   and  profefs  their  faith  in  the  Holy 
Ttinity  :  But  fuch  was  the  flrange  fpirit  of  infide* 
lity  that  now  prevailed,  the  propofal  was  rejeded, 
**  as  too  great  a  reftraint  upon  free-bom  Eiiglifli* 
^*  men/*  It  was  not  to  be  thought  therefore,  when 
the  eftablifhed  Epifcopacy  in  England  was  treated 
-in  this  difrefpcdfui  manner,  that  the  poor  Ihatter- 
ed  remains  of  it  in  Scotland  would  meet  with  much 
•lenlry    or'  forbeatance.       Accordingly    in  April 
17 19,  an  a£t  pafTed  in  Parliament,  *  For  malung 

*  more  efie^al  the  lawi  appointing  the  oaths  for 
^  the  fecurity  of  the  government  to  be  taken  bf 

' '  miniftets  of  churches  and  meeting-houfes  within 

•  Sdotlirtd,'  by  which  every  Epilcopal  minifter 
performing  divine  f^i-vice  in  any  meeting-houfe 
within  Scotland,  without  having  taken  the  oaths 
in  terms  of  C^een  Anne's  Toleration,  and  pray- 
ing for  King  George  and  the  roval  family  by 
name,  is  to  luffer  fix  months  imprifonment,  and 
have  his^  mecting-hoUfe  ibut  up  for  fix  months; 
and  every  houfc  where  nine  or  more  perfons,  bc- 
fides  the  family,  are  prefent  at  divine  fervice,  is 
declared  to  be  a  meeting-houfe  within  the  meaning 
of  this  z(k.    This   was  no  doubt  fevere  enough 

upon 
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opon  the  Epifcopll  detgy :  But  the  defcription  €si  LtirtA 
What  was  to  be  deemed  a  meeting-houfe  liable  to  LVll. 
the  penalty,  allowed  them  a  certain  degree  of 
legal  freedom,  and  even  encouraged  them  to  de- 
pend tipon  Rirthet  connivance,  from  thofe  to 
trhom  trie  execution  of  the  law  was  committed. 

All  this  time  our  Biihops,  ibr  their  part,  wer6 
doing  what  more  immediately  belonged  to  thdir 
office,  with  that  prittiitive  courage  which  became 
ihtit  charader,  and  with  fuch  chriftian  cautioa 
as  the  circumftances  of  the  times  required.  Tht 
two  old  Bifliops  6f  Aberdeen  and  Dunblain  were 
now  dead,  and  of  the  new.  confecration  Bi(ho(> 
Sage  bad  died  in  1711,  and  Bi(hop  Chriftie,  his 
ttear  fiiend.  in  the  begituiin?  of  1718.  So  that 
Bilhop  Ro(e,  having  loft  all  his  deprived  brethren, 
and  finding  himfelf  by  age  and  infirmities  on  the 
Verge  of  following  them,  faw  it  again  necefiary 
to  have  the  fucceflion  further  ilrengthened,  bv 
another  augmentation  of  the  order :  And  accora- 
In^y,  on  the  asd  of  Odober  1718,  Mr  Arthur 
Millar,  who  had  been  fo  uiefully  aftive  in  the  buii- 
nefs  of  the  fund,  and  Mr  William  Irvine,  former- 
ly Minifter  of  Kirkmichael  in  the  fliire  of  Ayr, 
■were  confecrated  at  Edinburgh,  by  the  three  only 
'Bifhops  that  were  refiding  in  Scotland  at  the  time, 
'Biihop  Rofe  and  his  two  aflvimed  brethren  Fuliar- 
ton  and  Falconar.  Not  long  after  this  promotion, 
•the  worthy  Bifliop  Rofe,  having  commendably 
Cnpported  the  dignity  of  a  more  weighty  than  lu- 
crative office,  thro'  a  calamitous  courfe  of  thirty 
^ree  years,  and  for  a  long  time  ftruggled  with  a 
grievous  indifpofition  of  body,  was  at  lau,  in  great 
inercy  to  himfelf,  but  to  the  heavy  grief  of  his  ac- 
'  ijuaintances,  relieved  from  all  hislaoours,  on  the 
2oth  ot  March  1720,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age: 
a  man,  of  whom  it  was  acknowledged  by  all  who 

knew 
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LETTER  knew  him,  that  ^^  for  all  the  virtues  which  adorn 
LVII.  ^'  the  gentleman  or  the  fcholar,  the  Chriftiaa  or 
^^  the  Bifhop,  he  was  fcarcely  equalled,  and  could 
•'  not  be  excelled.**  What  a  valuable  pilot  be 
was,  while  he  (leered  the  helm  of  our  tofled  veffd, 
was  but  too  fenfibly  known,  by  fome  unhappy  dl> 
vifions  which  followed  foon  after  his  death  :  And 
which  need  not  afford  any  matter  of  triumph  to  our 
Frefbyterian  neighbours,  when  they  look  to  the 
great  breach  among  themfelves,  which  was  b^ 
ginning  about  this  time,  and  is  ftill  widening,  in* 
itead  of  being  clofed,  as  ours  at  laft  was,  and  con* 
tinues  to  be. 

To  account  for  thefe  divifions,  we  mud  nov 
so  back  a  little,  and  {hall  find  the  fource  of  them 
m  England,  whence  it  reached  Scotland,  fiome 
years  before  Bifhop  Rofe*s  deaths  but  was  kept 
under  all  his  time,  by  the  refped  and  deference 
imiverfally  paid  to  his  authority.  We  have  fees 
how  the  firfl:  Communion-ofEce  of  Edward  VL 
was  altered,  and  how,  with  thefe  alterations,  con^ 
.  firmed  by  parliamentary  fandlioi;!,  it  has  been  iji 
ufe  in  the  Church  of  England  ever  fince.  Not* 
withftanding  this  legal  decifion,  many  eminent 
divines  of  that  church,  both  before  and  after  the 
Revolution,  dill  thought  well  of  the  firft  Bodr, 
and  of  our  Scotch  OfHce,  which  was  compofed  on 
that  plan,  as  being  in  fome  material  articles  more 
conformable  to  all  the  Euchariftical  Oflices  that 
are  extant,  than  the  prefent  Book  of  England ; 
which  thefe  very  divines  acknowledge  to  be  dc- 
feftive  in  expreflion,  however  much  their  church 
may  be,  as  they  plead,  orthodox  and  found  in  the 
intention. 

When  the  Revolution  had  broke  the  Englifli 
Church  into  two  communions,  many  of  the  ejed« 

ed 
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dcrgy,  and  among  the  reft  the  celebrated  Dr.  ^fwr*' 
:fcc8,  riiinking  themfelves  na  longer  tied  down  -^^"^ 
pariiamentary  decrees  in  their  facerdotal  ad- 
liftrations,     wifhed     to   revive  thefe    ancient 
ges,  which  they  faw  the  Englifh  Reformation 
1  begun  with,    in  the  euchariftic  fervice,    of 
Mixing  water  with  the  wine.     2.  Commemor- 
fig  the  faithful  departed  at  the  altar.     3.  Con* 
rating  the  elements  by  an  expreis  invocation  : 
1  4.  Ufmg  the  oblatory  prayer  before  diftribu- 
n,  as  in  our  prefent  Scottim  form.     Others  of 
;m  were  for  adhering  to  the  office  as  it  flood 
abliihed  by  law,  and  authorifed  by  long  prac- 
?9  which  the  intended  revival,  they  faid,  feem« 
to  condemn,    l^is  difference  of  fentiment  in 
important  a  point,  produced  conferences  and 
itings  from  both  fides,  without  any  effe£t,  but 
th  no  great  heat  on  either  fide,  as  long  as  Bifhop 
ekes  lived,  whom,  for  his  piety  and  judgment, 
ij  all  equally  revered.    But  upon  his  death,  on 
B 1 5th  of  December  1715,  Bifhop  Jeremy  Collier, 
t:  laborious  Church-hiftorian,    being   now  the 
lior  Bifhop  in  that  fucceffion,  and  a  man  of 
ich  warmth  of  temper,   as  well  as  extent  of 
iming,    appeared  keenly  at  the  head    of  the 
lagers,  as  we  fhali  now  call  them,  and  being 
pported  by  an  able  party,  among  wt\pm  was  the 
^U-known   Dr.  Brett,    prefTed  the  reception  of 
e  four  primitive  points  with  great  vigour  and 
'ength  oT  argument.     At  the  head  of  the  other 
ity,  was  Bifhop  Nathaniel  Spincks,    formerly 
te  of  the  Prebendaries  of  Saruni,  and  Redor  of 
.  Martin's  in   that  diocefs,  who,  with  his  fol- 
wers,  chiefly  refled  their  oppofition  on  the  ne* 
flity  of  keeping  clofe  to  the  I'econd  Book,  which 
id  received  both  a  civil  and  ecclefiaflical  fandion. 

For 
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*-^f  For  terminating,  if  poflibic,  tbefe  iiSertOM, 
^^  it  was  agreed  on  both  fides  to  coaftdt  the  Sconilb 
""  Biftiops,  and  refer  the  matter  wholly  to  tbdr  d^ 
dfion.  To  this  purpofe,  a  Mr  Peck  came  down 
from  the  Uiagers  in  1718,  and  made  application 
to  both  Bifliop  RoTe  and  Bi(hop  Falconar  for  3 
fjnodical  determination,  which  they  prudently  dc« 
dined  ;  but  were  willing  to  ad  as  mediators  and 
friends  to  both  fides,  recommending  peace  and 
forbearance  of  authority,  till  people's  minds  be 
cleared  and  properly  difpofed  for  a  reception  of 
thefe  primitive  pra£Uces.  Bifliop  S|Hnck8  too, 
from  the  other  fide,  wrote  to  thde  two  Bifiiopi, 
to  engage  them  in  his  favour,  but  met  with  tbe 
iame  return.  Tet,  to  teftify  their  readinelt  to  do 
what  they  could  for  preventing  a  rupture  among 
friends,  they  employed  Dr.  Rattray  of  CraighaU 
in  Perthfhire,  a  man  of  fmgular  knowledge  in  ce* 
clefiaftical  literature,  and  who  afterwards  came  to 
be  a  bright  ornament  to  our  church  in  a  higher 
fohere,  to  draw  up  propofals  of  accommodatiQii 
for  reconciling  th^fe  differences :  Which  at  their 
requefl  he  did,  with  great  candour  and  modenn 
tion,  without  entering  critically,  as  he  well  could, 
into  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  but  oaly  williing 
both  parties  to  condefcend  fo  br  for  peace-iake^  as 
to  commtmicate  occafionally  with  one  another  in 
holy  offices,  according  to  the  reipefiive  forms  of 
them  whofe  privilege  it  was  to  officiate  at  the 
time.  This  paper,  tho'  approved  by  Biihop  Rofc, 
as  being  **  written  with  much  judgment,  friU  of 
^  chriman  temper,  and  making  mucn  for  peace;'' 
yet,  as  the  Biffiop  feared,  had  the  comtnon  fiite  of 
aU  fuch  reconciling  fchemes,  not  to  give  the  £itip 

hBdon 
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SaQdon  intended  by  it, .  at  the  lame  time  that  nei-  lftttr 
ther  party  could  find  fault  with  it.*  LVIL 

Thus  matters  flood,  as  to  the  ufages  in  Soot- 
land,  when  Bifhop  Rofe  died;  at  which  time 
there  were  fix  Bifhops  of  the  new  promotion  alive, 
FuUarton^  Falconar,  Campbell,  Gadderar,  Miliar, 
and  Irvine.  Of  thefe  the  two  who  were  at  Lon- 
don, Campbell  and  Gadderar,  having  been  inti- 
mates with  Bifhop  Hickes,  and  flill  fo  with  Bifhop 
Collier,  and  being  men  of  great  penetration  and 
acquaintance  with  antiquity  themfelves,  had  efpouf- 
ed  the  ufage-fide  of  the  queftion;  Mr  Gadderar, 
indeed,  with  that  calmnefs  and  moderation  which 
he  was  remarkable  for,  but  Mr  Campbell  with 
more  warmth  and  keennefs.  Of  the  Bifhops  who 
refided  in  Scotland,  Mr  Falconar  leaned,  or  rather 
more  than  leaned  that  way,  as.  is  evident  from 
many  of  his  letters  at  this  time  ;f  in  which  he  de* 

*  What  BiAtop  Rofe's  fentimeDtt  on  this  oootroveffy  werct 
we  may  gather  from  what  he  fays  in  a  letter  to  Biihop  Falconar 
of  May  12,  1718.  *  As  for  my  own  part,  feeing  fo  much  ftrefs 
is  kid  upon  thefe  ufages»  I  am  very  defirous  of  farther  infor- 
matioa,  being  roiblved,  God  willing,  if  I  find  them  ftriMy 
neceflary,  to  embraoe  them  with  all  the  difadvantages  that  may 
attend  them:  If  only  lawful,  fomeway  ufeful  or  deCrable^ 
prudence  in  fuch  cafei  and  in  fuch  cafes  only,  ought  to  be  con* 
fiilted.' 

f  Inoneof  May  15,  1 7 18,  to  Bifhop  Rofe»  onMrPeckS 
coming  down,  he  fays,  *  I  have  reafon   to  believe  that  thefe 

*  priqutive  ufages,  the  refloring  of  which  is  fo  much  laboured 

*  by  thefe  pious  and  learned  perfons,  were   indeed  apoflolicalt' 

*  they  being  delivered  to  us  by  men  who  contended  for  the  fiuth 

*  once  delivered  to  the  faints,  fome  of  whom  fealed  that  faith 

*  with   their  blood  ;  who  lived  near  the  foanutn-heai ;  who, 

*  ttoder  God,  were  the  conveyancers  of  the  holy  fcnpturcs  to' 

*  pofletity  ;  and  who  themfelves  alfo  were  endued  with  Chanf* 

*  mai4L     Thefe  qualifications  ilate  them  mofl  veracious  and  un« 
1  czccptiooabb  witncfTes,    and  to    think  cthrrwife,  is,  in  m^ 

Vol,  lU  4  K.  dares^ 
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I/F.TTT.R  clared^  ^^  That  he  himfelf  had  adminiftered  with 
I-VII.   *'  the  mixture^  Sind  by  the  Scotch  Prayer  Book^ 
^^  many  years  backward  \  long  before  any  difpute 
^^  had  commenced  at  London,  and  that  he  had 

V  apprifed  the  late  Biihop  of  Edinburgh  of  his  wa/ 

V  of  doing,  againd  which  no  remonftrance  waft 
^^  miadc  :  That  both  he  and  his  bi'ethren  approv* 
*^  ed  and  ufed  the  invocation^  according  to  the 
^^  example  of  Bifhop  Rofe,  which  was  an  innova- 
*'  tion  with  refpe&  to  the  Englifli  Liturgy  :  That 
^^  there  were  different  liturgies  of  old  and  before 

V  the  Reformaticm,  and  all  without  any  injiuy 
U  to  unity :  That  an  exad  uniformity  is  hardly 
?^  pradicable,  we  ourfelves  being  obliged  to  tolerate 
^^  fome  clergy  and  their  congregations,  who  ufe  no 
^  other  worlhip  but  fuch  as  was  cuftoaiary  in  this 
^^  nation  before  the  Revolution,  and  would 
^*  iind  ourfelves  under  a  nec^ty  to  connive  ai 
**  that  way  of  doing,  for  fome  time  at  lead,  the* 
*^  Px-ovidencc  fhould  favour  the  church  fo  far  as 
•*  to  turn  the  laws  on  her  fide.**  And  here,  from 
this  good  Bifhop*s  account  of  his  own  pradice,  it 
might  be  aiked.  Why  the  Scotch  Prayer  Book  was 
not  introduced  at  firft,  when  it  was  found  that 
liturgical  worfliip  of  any  kind  Would  be  accept- 
able r  Indeed,  this  Was  what  many  at  the  time 
wifhed  for,  but  could  not  eafily  accomplifh.  The 
covenanted  oppofition,  in  the  tittle  of  Charles  I. 

*  opinion,  to  fap  the  Ibandatioost  even  to  ihake  the  credihUtt^f 

*  of  the  Uiftful  fcriptures  themfelves,  and  ot  the  cihurch»  the 
^  ground  and  pillar  of  truth.  Hence  it  will  follow,  that  the 
<  reftoration  of  them   is  moft  deiirable  ;  tiie  rather^  that  Catbo* 

*  ,hc  Unity,  (which  to  prefenre  when  /ubfiAlDg,  and  to  idlore 
'  v^en  broken,  is  the  indi^nCble  duty  of  every  chnftiaoi 
^  chitfly  of  the  governors  of  the  church),  cannot  beeftaUifhed 
^  hut  on  this  primitive  footing.' 

had 
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had  made  theiirft  copiea.of  the  book  very, fearer  j.^^'^JJS^ 
and  pur  qlergy,  not  being  able  to  have  a  opw  pdi-    ^^j:^, 
tion  caftoffia  fufficient  qu^u^tiiies,  wer^wilUngta 
make  uieof  the  £ngli(h.Book,  of  which  (l)ey  poa*; 
tinued  to  get  a  liberal  fuppiy  of  copies  from  £ag« 
land.     So  that  it  was  only  the  iieceility  of  circum<v , 
Aances  that  firi^  introduced  the  ufe  of  the  £nglifl| , 
form  in  Scotland^  while  it  w^  .acknowledged  that 
our  <:lergy  were  not  ftri^ly  tied  down  to  it^- but 
Mrere  at  Uberty  to  ufe  tlfe,  Scotch  O^ce,:  ^}Wtk' 
lyas  once  duly  autboriied^^or'aoy  other* orthqdq;?!: 
form,    which  our  Bifhops,  wgb  the  aflift^met  x;^. 
their  clergy^  might  compofe.  *  .  .  ^  .    .% 

Of  the  oth^r  three  BiCbope  who  were  in  Sc^X* 
lend,  Fullarton,  MillpMr,  and  Irvine,  theiirft  two 
fj^emed  inclined  for  a  while  neither  to  favouif  IK>r 
fprbid-the  ufages.J  But  Bifliop  Irvine  was  an 
open  and  even  a  violent  ftickler  againft  them.    Hii> 

X  Mr  Fullarton  appears  raiher  to  have  been  once  upon  the  (a* 
yourabie  fide :  For  id  a  letter  to  Bi(ho^>  Campbclly  wherein  he 
dtQrts  mocb  to  fee  Craighall's  Paper,  of  which  he  heard  s^ 
^eat  chara^er,  tbo'  be  w^  a  ft  ranger  to  the  gentleman's  perfon» 
fie  thaswiheSy  July  10,  1721  ;  <  Since  I  am  not  fuffiei^mly 

*  (eefi  in  the  matter  you  write  of,  and  that  I  know  not  "vhereiD 
*.  the  firek  of  the  point  in  difpute  lies>  I  c;|a  gifo  no  opiaiofi  or 
\  advice  auf  at  it ;  But  if  you  pleafis  to  ftatc  the  matter  to  me^ 
'  and  lay  the  whole  carJo   controvei^  before  roe,  I  ivill  give 

*  yop  n^y  opinion  very  freely  of  it,  tho*  my  thoughts  arc  not 
'  madi  to  b^  regttnded  :  Be(ides»  I  have  fmall  eccourageaient, 
^  from  the  hopes  of  doing  any  good,  toxljp  in  %9  f^iryt^rci^ 

*  yoQ  find  74' Gadderar  i] 
f  poie,  to  wbofe  fuperioi 

*  greateA  difeouragemcnt  .  .     , 

*  countable  temper  and  humoar  of-  the  perloDs  with  whom  you 

*  have  to  do,  fince  nothing  will  pleafe  them,  but  tiie  pradliring 

*  fuch  adniiniftraiipns  as  themfelves  acknowledge  to  be  faulty, 

*  and  that  you  muft  throw  up  all  your  demands,  tho'tbcy  owji 

*  them  to  be  dffidaanda  :  Which  to  me  is  moft  furprifing/ 

4  K  3  occafions 
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LSTTER  occafionshad  carried  him  up  to  London  in  17 15, 
LVII.  where  having  contraftcd  a  friend/hip  with  Biihop 
^y>r>^   Spincks,  to  pleafc  hitn,  he  undertook  to  fecure 
the  Scotch  clergy  from  abetting  thefc  controverted 
points;  and  accordingly,   on  his    return,  he  la-' 
boiired  mod  ftrenuoufly  with  Biihop  Rofe  to  de- 
clare againft  them,  and  join  Bifhop  Spincks :  And' 
tho*  he  failed  in  hir  attempts  upon  that  wife  and- 
judicious  Prelate,  yet  his '  afiiduity  and  arguments* 
among  the  other  clergy,  laid  the  foundation  of  all 
the  difturbance    that'  appeared  about  the  ufages 
after Biffiop  Rofe  died; 

On  that  melancholy  event,  the  clergy  of  Edin- 
burgh met  to  deliberate  about  their  affairs,  and 
advife  among  tliemfelves^  whether  it  was  proper 
now  to  make  any  advance  tovirards  the  choice  of  a 
fuccefrdi" ;  which  haviiig  been  the  primitive  mode, 
they  concluded  was  their  privilege,  now  that  the 
connexion  of  the  church  with  theftate,  which  had 
brought  in  another  method,  was  difTolved.  This 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  after  the  old  ejofted 
Prefbyters  had  yielded,  tho'  with  fome  reludance, 
that  the  younger  brethren,  who  had  been  ordain- 
^  jy  ed  fmce  the  Revolution,  ihould  have  a  ihare  in  the 
X720.'  ele6Uon.  Upon  the  28th  of  April  they  had  an- 
other meeting,  when  the  inftruments  of  confecra- 
tion  of  the  feveral  Biihops  were  laid  before  them 
by  Biihop  Falconar,  who,  in  the  name  of  his  bre- 
thren, faid,  **  That  tho'  they  were  Biihops  of 
•*  this  church,  intended  for  prefer ving  the  Epifco- 
**  pal  fiicceffion  in  it,  yet  they  did  not  pretend  to 
*^  have  jurifdidion  over  any  particular  place  or 
^*  diilrift ;''  and  therefore,  advifed  them  to  pitch 
upon  a  proper  perfon  to  take  the  management  of 
their  affairs.  So,  the  next  day,  they  convened  a 
third  time,  and  with  all  the  formality  poilible  and 

proper 
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proper  for  fuch  a  bufincfe,  eledcd  !Bi(hop  John  lkttf-r 
FuUarton  to  be  Bifliop  of  Edinburgh,  which  was  LVIL 
immediately  accepted  by  him,  and  ratified  by  his 
three  brethren;  with  this  limitation,  that  he 
fliould  not,  as  Bifhop  of  Edinburgh,  fucceed  to 
the  vicarious  metropolitical  powers  which  Bifhop 
Rofe  had  exercifed,  but  (bould  only  have  a  privi-- 
lege  to  convocate  his  brethren  when  the  exigencies 
of  the  church  required  it,  and  prelide  in  fuch 
meetings.  • 

Thefe  proceedings  were  notified,  on  the  3d  of  ■ 
May,  to  Bifhops  Campbell  and  Gadderar  atLon-- 
don,  for  their  approbation,  by  Bifhop  Fakonar : 
Who,  on  his  return  from  the  meeting,  had  a 
letter  fent  him  from  a  great  body  of  clergy  in 
Angus  and  Mearns,  in  which*  they  requeft  him  to 
take  upon  him  the  fpiritual  government  and  in- 
fpe^tion  of  them,  and  of  the  people  committed  to : 
their  charge;  **  Promifing  hereby,  to  acknow-i 
^*  ledge  him  as  their  proper  Bifliop,  and  to  pay  all 
^*  due  and  canonical  obedience  to  him  as  fuch.*' 
H/;  had  oft  travelled  amongfl  them  in  Bifhop 
Refers  time,  and  at  his  defire,  with  great  fuccefs, 
and  now  with  pleafure  accepted  this  affedionate 
call ;  as  he  did  a  like  one,  at  the  fame  time,  from 
the  clergy  in  the  Prefbytery  of  St.  Andrews,  wherp 
he  had  all  along  had  his  refidence  ;  in  both  which* 
diflrids,  with  the  confent  of  his  brethren,  he  ever 
after  a&ed  as  local  Bifhop  as  long  as  he  lived. "^ 

♦  This  appears  from  a  letter  which  Bifhop  Fallartoo  wrote 
to  the  two  Bilhops  at  London,  on  the  15th  of  September  1720^ 
and  which  he  figns  John,  Bishop  of  EDiNBURbH,  where  he 
&jSf  *  I  freely  own  that  the  projedl  of  diriding  the  kingdom  in- 
<  to  difhriAs,  and  having  a  Bifhop  to  fuperintend  in  every  d'tf" 
'  tii&f  is  a  mofl  defirable  thing,  if  the  praAice  were  as  eafy  a  j 
*  the  theory.     But  alas  1  There  is  none  of  as  able  to  maintaia 

This 
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LrrrRR  This  laudable  example  of  the  clergy  of  Edio- 
LVIL  burgh  and  Angus,  in  fuccefsfully  e:^^ting  the 
common  privilege  of  having  a  particular  Biim>p  of 
their  own,  animated  the  clergy  in  other  parts  of 
the  church  to  put  in  their  claim  to  the  fame  bene- 
fit. The  clergy  of  Aberdeen  made  application  to 
the  Biihops  for  their  licence  to  proceed  to  an  etec* 
tion,  and  having  obtained  it,  on  the  iQth  of  May 
1721,  they  eleded  Bi(hop  Archibald  CadapbeUat 
London  to  be  their  Bifhop,  which  they  nojafied  oa. 
the  2d  of  Auguft  to  the  other  BiCbops  for  thjeir 
confent.  This  eledion  of  a  man  of  Biihop  Camp- 
bell's known  principles  in  the  prefent  controversy 
{hews  how  his  eledors  flood  affefked  to  the  ufag^, 
and  upon  that  account,  was  not  fo  rery  agreeably' 
to  the  other  Bifhopt,  who  give  but  a  conditiomi 
and  limited  approbation  to  it.  For  which  reafoI^ 
and  to  avoid  giving  any  unnecdTary  caufe  ojf 
offence  to  his  brethren,  Biihop  Can^pbeli  yiekkd 
his  right  in  favour  of  Biihop  Gadderar^  who  had 
been  propofed  a  candidate  along  with  himfelf,  wi 
whom,  on  his  coming  down,  the  clergfy  of  Aber- 
deen gladly  received,  with  profeflions  of  caooaii 
cal  obedience,  and  entire  iatisfad;ian  In  aU  that 
they  knew  of  his  principles  and  pra^Uces.  , 

.  Upon  this,  the  College  of  Btihops,  (£c>r  fo  tbe 
cppofers  of  the  uiages  now  called  themlelves)  be* 
ing  lately  ilrengthened  by  an  accei&on  of  new 

*  ourfelves  in  thefe  dlftridsy  and  the  people  wiU  givt  little  or  no« 

*  thing  to  fabfifl  them ;  nay,  the  ?ery  Prefbyters  th^t  oAciate 

*  among  thero  are  in  great  (baits.    X>u  Falconar  will  be  very 

*  acceptable  to  the  moii  part  of  our  clergy  and  laity  too,  of  oar 

*  communion 9  on  the  north  fide  of  Fortjb  ;  apd  perha[»  then 

*  may  be  a  way  fallen  00  to  fetde  him  in  iomc  pan  of  thait  CQaor 
'  try  :  But  we  have  no  view  of  getting  any  to  fettle  eUewhfr^ 
S  unlefsyou  two  would  come  dowa  asd  take  twp  dUiti&St  $lcJ 

mem- 
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ers^  which  fliall  be  accounted  for  afterwards,  lettee 
:  Edinburgh,  on  the  12th  of  February  1723,  LVIL 
it  the  inftigation  of  Bifliop  Irvine^  drew  up  ni 
ublifhed  a  remondrance  and  injun&ion,  in 
of  the  plurality  of  the  College  of  Biihops, 
3  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scotland,  as  welt 
as  laity,  ^'  Exhorting  and  obtefting  them  all 
[hun  thele  fatal  rocks,  whereon  otners  have 
n  ihipwrecked  before;  and  requiring  the 
rgy  in  particular,  to  forbear  the  mixture  and 
er  obfolete  ufages,  and  avoid  the  being  ac- 
fory  to  the  breaking  the  peace  of  the  church, 
1  the  incurring  our  juft  and  neceffary  cen- 
e.'^ '  This  proceeding  gave  great  uneafinefs 
iftiop  Falconar's  quiet  fpirit,  who,  forefeeing 
was  in  agitation,  was  not  prefent  at  the 
ng ;  and  tho'  willing  to  concur  with  his  bre- 
in  every  thing  that  made  for  peace,  confift. 
with  truth,  yet  could  not  help  expreffing^ 
great  modefly,  his  fentiments  of,  and  Ibrrow 
the  difagreeable  meafures  which  he  faw  them 
purfuing.*     But,  to  the  great  regret  of  all 

Q  a  lener  of  March  6,  1723,  to  Mr  Robert  Keith,  thea 
the  Prefbyters  a£  Edinburgh,  and  afterwards  a  BiHioi^y 
s  writes  among  other  things,  *  As  long  as  governors  hold 
at  golden  rule,  ^m>J  Jtrnper^  quod  utique^  quod  ab  ornnh- 
«od  in  cafe  of  exorient  innovations,  endeavour  with  a 
;  of  nieekne&  to  deliver  their  flocks  firoro  theie  wrong 
ghu,  which  have  imprefled  them  and  taken  hold  of  their 
ins,  they  a^  their  duty :  Bot  if  they  do  ocberwife,  their 
um  is  great,  and  temporizing  in  favour  of  popuJar'humoar 
HOC  bear  at  the  day,  when  it  will  be  examined  whether 
hate  pleafed  men  or  God.  I  know  that  fome  reckon  no* 
I  an  irapofitioa  but  affirmatives  :  But  negatives,  for  ought 
ow,  are  alio  impoGtions,  witnefs  prohibitiag  the  cup  to 
kity,  forbidding  the  public  vorfhip  in  the  vernacular 
ue,  &c.  I  heartily  wiih  my  brethren  had  not  grounded 
'  manifello  00  the  reafon  of  tbefe  uiages  being  obfijletc  aii(i 

whp 
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i.ETTF.R  who  knew  him,  this  good  man  died  on  the  6th  of 
LVII.    Julv  this   year,  and  BiHiop  Campbell,  in  his  cx- 
V^VVi^  poftulaiory  letter  to  Bifliop  Irvine,  takes  the  o^ 
^- jp*    portttnity   of  lamenting  fuch  a  lofs,    to  give  that 
Bifliop  and   his  furviving  brethren  the  foUowiog 
caution  :  ^'  I  hope  this  (troke  will  make  thofe  that 
*•  remain,   ft  rive  to  cultivate  peace  more  induftri- 
"  oufly  th^  ever,  rather  than  take  occafion^  from 
•'  the  death  of  fo  good  a  man,  to  be  more  feverc 
**  upon  tender  conl'ciences." 

It  would  feem  that  this  falutary  admonition  bad 
produced  the  defigned  effect ;  for  next  year  Biihop 
FuUarton  wrote,  in  name  of  his  brethren,  to 
Bifhop  Gadderar,  inviting  him  to  '  a  ctofc,  frcCi 

*  and  amicable  conference,  for  bringing  things  td 
^  that  happy  crifis,  as  we  may  harmonioufly  con^ 
^  cur  together  in  advancing  what  doth  mod  teoi 

*  to  the  inter  eft  of  true  religion/    This  invitation 

'  antiquated,  feeiog  this  will  (land  in  bar  to  all  rcformatioo  of 

*  principles  and  prafticcs  that  are  inveterate  and  have  long  ob« 
<  tained.     Geneva,  and  the  numerous  eccIefiafHcal  fbrdgo  h> 

*  dies,  may  full  as  reafonably  plead  this   againtt  £|iiIcopacf, 

*  Liturgy,  &c.     It  may  be  pled  aJfo,  by  the  majority  of  the 

*  Scottiih  nation  now,  ag^nft  many  things  which  are  helped  to 

*  the  better  fince  the  Revolution,  and  might  hare  been  boggled 
'  at  as  obfolete  and  antiquated  by  our  people,  who  (hould  be 

*  gently  led  into  a  due  regard  to  their  luperiorsy  and  noc  pre- 

*  fcribe  rules  to  them,  which  feems  to  be  the  caufe  of  that  gmr 

*  zeal  which  the  Bifliops  ihew  againd  the  ancient  uiages.'  Aod 
in  the  conclufion,  havbg  mentioned  fome  other  primitlyt  thiogi 
which  he  wiflied  were  introduced^  but   which,  he  (ayi»  *  the 

*  invidious  names  of  Innovation  and  Popery  always  knock  in  tbe 

*  head,  and  put  a  (lop  to,'  he  has  this  nacaUe  oUervnioo^ 

*  The  deareft  view  we  can  have  of  thefe  things  is  10  tbe  pure 

*  primitive  church :  And  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  God  has  laid 

*  fai»  rod  on  the  back  of  this  church  to  brine  about  fuch  a  blifsfol 

*  reform  ;  and  1  defpair  of  the  removal  of  his  rod  till  this  be 

*  brought  aboat»4f  not  to  ripenefsi  yet  at  leail  in  wifh  and  e0« 
<  deavour.' 

BiOop 
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)p  Gadderar  complied  with ;  and  on  the  9th  lettkr 
ily  1724,  there  was  a  general  meeting  of  them  LVIL 
t  Edinburgh,  where,  after  much  communing 
•eafoning  about  the  Ufages,  the  following  fti- 
tions  were  agreed  to:  *  Bifhop  James  Gad- 
rar  for  his  part,  whatever  may  be  his  fenti- 
:nts  concerning  the  mixture,  yet  being  mod 
(irons  to  have  tne  bond  of  peace  ^and  cement 

unity  with  his  brethren  firmly  eftablifhed, 
ikes  the  following  conceflion  and  declaration : 
lat  he  is  willing,  whenever  any  occafion  offers 
communicating  with  his  brethren,  to  receive 
t  unmixed  cup  at  their  hands  :  That  he  will 
t,  in  his  miniftrations  in  any  congregation, 
JL  publicly ;  and  will  ufe  his  bed:  endeavours 
at  all  under  his  infpefbion  fhall  walk  by  the 
ne  rule :    And  forafmuch  as  the  Primus  and 
e  other  Bifhops  have  permitted  the  ufe  of  the 
otch  Liturgy  to  fuch  of  the   clergy  as  Ihall 
itik  fift  to  life  it,  therefore,  the  faid  Bifliop 
adderar  declares  and  promifes,  that  be  will 
>t  ififift  upon  introducing  any  of  the  other 
dent  yfiges,  which  have  not  been  authorifed 
id  generally  received  in  this  church  }  and  that, 
prevent  divifion,  he  will  difcharge  the  intro- 
icing  them  within  his  di(lri£t,  imlefs  the  Pri- 
u^  and  the  reft  of  his  brethren,  in  a  lawful 
mtocatibn,  fhall  fee  fufficient  reafon  to  order 
attCTs  otherwife :  On  the  other  hand,  thePri- 
us  and  (he  other  Bifhops  do  grant  their  autbori- 

and  commifiion  to  Bifhop  (xadderar,  to  offi- 
ate  as  Bifhop  of  the  diftrid  of  Aberdeen  for 
It  future  J  with  this  exprefs  condition,  that  he 
>  not  af(^ribe  his  officiating  there  to  any  dele« 
ition  or  fubftitution  from  any  perfon  whatfo^ 
rer,  but  allenarly  to  the  eledion  of  the  Pref- 

Vol.  IL  4  L  *  by. 
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I  Vlf     *  by^^rs»    2Uid  authority  of  the  Bifliops   of  this 

*   •  church/     This  paper  was  called   a  Concordate, 

and  is  figned   by   Bifliops  Fullarton,    Gadderar, 

Millar,  and  Irvine,  and  the  two  lately   promoted, 

Cant  and  Freebairn. 

At  this  period,  it  may  be  proper  to  ftep  a  little 
out  of  our  line,  and  take  a  view  of  an  ecclefiaftical 
affair  which  waj  now  carrying  on,  no  lefs  indeed 
than  the  propofal  of  an  Union  between  the  Greek 
Church  in  the  Eaflern  parts  of  the  world,  and  the 
Nonjuring  Church  in  the  two  parts  of  Britain. 
This  projed  had  been  broached  as  far  back  as  the 
year  1 7 1 6,  at  which  time  one  of  ihe  Bifliops  of 
.the  Eaftern  Church,  Arfenlus,  Metropolitan  of 
Thebais  in  Egypt,  was  in  London^  foliciting 
afliftance  from  the  Englifli  Church  to  the  fuffering 
chriflians  in  that  country..  Bifliop  Campbell  idl- 
ing into  acquaintance  with  this  foreigner,  and 
having  a  fcheming  turn  for  every  thing  which  he 
thougfjt  of  general  ufefulnefs  to  the  church,  took 
occafion,  in  converfation  with  Arfenius,  to  hint 
fojnething  of  this  kind ;  and  finding  him  not 
averfe  to  the  experiment,  he  next  mentioned  it  to 
his  Englifli  brethren,  at  a  meeting  they  had  m 
July  that  year.  At  firfl:  they  all  agreed  to  it,  and 
drew  up  propofals,  which  Bifliop  Spincks  tranflat- 
ed  into  Greek,  to  be  prefented  to  Arfenius,  and 
by  him  laid  before  the  Eaflern  Church.  But  foon» 
after,  on  the  commencement  of  the  difpute  about 
the  Ufages,  Bifhop  Spincks,  with  his  two  zSocU 
ates  Hawes  and  Gandy,  declined  the  bufinefs,  and 
Bifliops  Collier,  Brett,  and  Griflin  of  the  Englifli, 
with  the  two  Scotch  Bifhops,  Campbell  and  Gad* 
derar,  continued  the  management  of  it. 

Thefe  propofals  were  in  number    twelve,    to 
which  was  added  a  declaration,  exprefEng  where- 

in 
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:y  agree,  and  wherein  they  difagree,   with  lettrr 

Oriental  Church.     The  articles  of  agreement    LVlL 

ch  as  no  Proteftant  would  refiife  to  join  in  : 

1  thefe  five  points  the  Englifh  openly  dechtr- 

lir  diffent.     i .  They  do  not  allow  the  fame 

rity  to  the  canons  of  general  councils,  which 

:  to  the  facred  fcriptures.     2.  They  cannot 

iny  kind  of  worfhip  to  the  bleffed  Virgin. 

jr  pray  to  faints  nor  angels.     4.  Nor  give 

eligious  veneration  to  images.     5.  Nor  wor- 

the  hoft  in  the  euchariftic  facrifice.     This 

Arfenius,  on  his  return,  carried  along  with 
and  taking  Mufcovy  in  his  way,  had  zeal  and 
ift  enough  to  engage  the  Czar  Peter  in  the 
t  who  not  only  approved  the  defign,  but 
ife,  by  one  of  his  clergy  of  the  order  of 
imandrites,  gave  the  Englifli  Bifliops  aflur- 
of  his  readinefs,  by  all  the  means  in  his 
r,  to  promote  fo  good  a  work.  To  this  en- 
ging  promife,  from  fo  high  a  hand,  they  rc- 
d  a  polite  letter  of  thanks  in  Oftober  171 7. 
here  the  affair  neceffarily  refted  for  fomcf  time, 
the  year  1721,  Arfenius,  who  had  tranfmitt- 
e  propofals  to  the  Eaftern  Patriarchs,  but  re- 
ed ftill  in  Mufcovy  himfelf  for  managing  the 
efs,  having  got  the  anfwer  of  the  Patriarchs, 
t  over  to  England,  with  a  moft  affeftionate 
from  himfelf,  apologifing  for  the  delay.  It 
itled,  *  The  Anfwers  of  the  Orthodox  in  the 
\  to  the  Propofals  fent  from  Britain,  for  an 
ion  and  Agreement  with  the  Oriental 
urch  ;*  and  is  faid,  in  the  conclusion,  to 
been  drawn  up  *  by  a  SjmoJical  Judgment 
I  Determination  of  the  Eaftern  Church,  after 

moft  mature  deliberation  of  the  Lord  Jere- 
is,  the  moft  holy  Oecumenical  Patriarch   of 

4  L  2  *  Con- 
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*  Vvn  *  Coaftantinople  the  new  Rome,    and  the  moft 
^'^^^*  •  holy   and  moft  bleffed    Patriarchs    the   Lord 

*  Samuel  of  Alexandria,  and  the  Lord  Gbryiiuu 
^  thus  of  Jerufalem,  with  the  holy  Metropolitam, 

*  and  the  holy  Clergy  of  the  great  Church  of  Chrift 

*  in  Conftantinople,  in  Council  affembled,  April 

*  1 2, 1 7  J  8/  It  is  a  long  paper  in  Greek,  accepting 
the  twelve  propolals,  and  the  articles  of  agreemem^ 
imder  certain  explanations  and  modifications  (£ 
their  own ;  but  keenly,  and  even  with  fome  acri- 
mony of  expreiTion,  vindicating  the  Eaftern  practice 
in  the  five  capital  points  of  difference,  and  infilling 
OD  a  full  conformity  to  it,  without  the  leaft  abate- 
ment. Along  with  this  decifion  from  themfelve% 
they  fent  likewile  other  two  declarations  of  their 
church,  prior  to  this:  The  one  of  date  January  10^ 
1672,  in  the  Patriarchate  of  Conftantinople,  and 
fubfcribed  by  Dionvfius  the  then  Patriarch,  and 
thirty  fix  other  Bif^ps  and  Metropolitans :  And 
the  other,  ^  An  Extrad  frpiin  the  facred  Archives 

*  of  the  great  Church  of  Chrift  in  Conftantinople/ 
and  figned,  in  1691,  by  the  Patriarch  Cailinicus, 
at  the  head  of  his  clergy. 

On  the  receipt  of  all  thefe  papers  from  the  Eaft, 
the  Nonjuring  Bifliops  at  London,  in  May  1722, 
made  out  a  reply  in  Greek^  Latin,  and  £ngli(h } 
in  which,  after  fupporting  thtir  former  pofitions 
by  proper  arguments  from  Scripture  and  the  Fa- 
thers, they  conclude  with  fuggefting  the  following 
propofal  by  way  of  compromile :  *  If  our  liberty 
^  therefore  is  left  us  in  the  inftances  abovementioii- 
^  ed :  If  the  Oriental  Patriarchs  and  Bifliops  will 
^  authentically  declare  us  not  obliged  to  the  in- 
^  vocation  of  faints  and  angels,   the  worfhip  of 

*  images,   and  adoration  of  the  hoft:    If    they 
-^  pleale,  publicly  and  authoritatively,  by  an  io* 

•  ftrumcn 
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*  ftinm^sd  nnist  their  hands,  ito  praaoiince  us  lettee 
^  perfe^kly  idifcxigagcd  m  thckfe  pa^ictilars^.faDth  UfJL 
^  at  home  and  siturjoad  in  their  xhurches,  and  id 
^  .our  lown.:  Tlttfc  relaxing  concdflkms  allowed, 
^  "wie  .bQpe,  may  anfwer  the  Dv^rtures  on  both 
^  fides,  .and  conciliate  an  unbn.'  Tim  reply, 
ibus  fi^ftied^  ihey  &nt  tiff  by  James^  Prato^fyn^ 
cellus  of  ibe<jburch  of  Alexandria,  to  Ariemna  at 
Mofcow^  and  at  theXame'dme  inrote  to  the  grand 
Council  for  EcddiaiUcal  A&irsat  Peterfbnrgh, 
and  to  thegpeat  Chancellor  Gola&in,  reconunend- 
iog  the  furthering  of  this  undertaking  to  their  csot 
and  aififtance. 

Id  the  beginning  of  next  year,  a  return  came 
from  Arfenaus,  and  from  Theodofius,  ArchbiAop 
•of  Novogorod,  as  Prefident  of  the  Ecdefiaftkd 
Council,  fi^ttfying  to  them  his  Imperial  Majefty^ 
4lefire,  that  two  clergymen  ihould  be  deputed 
irom  the  Engliih  fide,  to  confer  amicably  with  two 
^  lof  the  Ruffian  clergy  on  the  points  in  difpute,  and 
^endeavour  to  bring  matters  to  an  accommodadon. 
Wl^le  preparadons  were  making  for  carrying  this 
propofal  into  e^ecudon,  a  final  anfwer  came 
irom  the  Eaftern  Church,  telling  their  correfpon^ 
4ents,  they  had  nothing  to  fay  to  the  laft  reply 
ient  them,  further  than  what  they  had  formerly 
laid  down,  in  their  expofidon  of  the  dofbines 
Mid  fentiments  of  the  Oriental  Church  :  And 
then,  inftead  of  acceding  in  the  leaft  to  the  compro- 
mife  defired  of  them,  they  thus  give  out  their  uld- 
mate  refolution  :  ^  Thefe  dodrines  have  been  long 
f  fince  examined,  and  rightly  and  religiouily  de- 
^  fined  and  fetded  by  the  holy  and  oecumenical 
^  fynods,  fo  that  it  is  neither  lawful  to  add  any 
^  thing  to  them,  nor  to  take  any  thing  from  them : 
f  Therefore,  they  who  are  difpofod  to  agree  with 

•  us 
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U8  in  the  divine  dodrines  of  the  orthodox  faith, 
muft  neceflarily  follow  and  fubmit  to  what  has 
been  defined  and  determined  by  the    ancient 
fathers,  and  by  holy  and  oecumenical  fynods, 
from  the  time  of  the  Apoftles  and   their  holy 
fucceflbrs,   the  Fathers  of  our  Church,    to  this 
time :  We  fay,  they  mud  fubmit  to  them  with  fin* 
cerity  and  obedience,  and  without  any  difpute 
or  fcruple :    And  this  is  a  fufficient  aafwer  to 
what  you  have  written.     Done  at  Conflantinople^ 
in. the  month  of  September  1723,  and  figned  by 
Jeremias,  by  the  mercy  of  God,  Archbifhop  of 
Conftantinople  the  new  Rome,  and  Oecumeni^ 
cal  Patriarch  ;  Athanafius,  by  the  mercy  of  God, 
Patriarch  of  the   great  city  of  God  Antiocb ; 
Chryfanthus,  by  '  the    mercy    of    God,    Patri- 
arch   of   the  ho]y  city  Jerufalem;  Callinicus, 
Metropolitan  of  Heraclea ;  Auxentius  of  Cyzi* 
cum ;    Paifius  of    Nicomedia ;    Gerafimus    of 
Nice  ;   Parthenius  of  Chalcedon  ;    Ignatius  of 
Theflalonica ;  Arfenius  of  Prufa  ;    TheocKftus 
of  Polypolis  ;    and  Callinicus  of  Varna/     ITicy 
fent  at  this  time  too,  for  the  further  corroboration 
of  their  do£bine,  a  confeffion  of  faith,  by  a  Synod 
held  at  Jerufalem  in  1672,  commonly  called  Syno- 
dus  Bethlemitica,  confifting  of  eighteen  chapters, 
and  giving  particular  anfwers  to  four  quefUons, 
all  to  the  fame  tune,  but  not  much  adapted  to 
the  prefent  purpofe. 

Soon  after  this  correfpondence  reached  London, 
accounts  were  brought  of  Czar  Peter's  death, 
which  happened  on  the  8  th  of  February  1715, 
and  was, fatal  to  this  conciliating  projed: :  For  thcT 
\Bifhop  Collier  and  his  friends  wrote  to  the  Chan- 
cellor, and  to  the  Grand  Council,  heartily  lament- 
ing  this  melancholy  event,   and  ibliciting  rheir 

intere/l 
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t  with  the  new  Czarina,  we  hear  nothing  .^^Tw?  \ 

about  it  from  this  time.      And  thus  was     ^^^ 

d  all  at  once  aii  enterprize  of  a  mod  arduous 

,  which  indeed  difcovered   a  laudable  zeal 

firft  propofers,  but  which,  befides  fome  im- 

eties  of  a  political  complexion  attending  it, 

>  great  probability  of  fucceeding,  or  even, 

01  its  fuccefs,  of  anfwering  any  good  end. 
leSedual  as  it  turned  out,  one  advantage 
uned  by  it,  that  it  gave  us   a  genuine  view 

dodrines  and  rules  of  the  p]^ent  Eaftem 
h,  which  in  all   the  religious  difputes  here 

Weft  has  been  fo  often  appealed  to,  but 

neither  party  can  claim  full  kindred  with, 
om  their  own  papers  on  this  occafion,  the 
als  of  which,  we  are  told,  were  carried  to 
eth,    and  perhaps .  are  theje  ilJU,   we  find 

differing  from  the  Papifts  in  the  articles  of 
tory  by  fire.  Communion  in  both  kinds,  and 
>pe*s  Univerfal  Supremacy,  in  all  which  they 
r  on  the   proteftant  fide  ;    But  then,  in  the 

of  praying  to  Saints  and,  Angels,  and  w.or- 
ag  of  Images,  by  the  new  .^nd  infipid  dif- 
>n  of  Dulia  and  Latria^  and  in  the  do^lrine 
infubftantiation,  with  its  ednfequent  Adora- 
f  the  hoft,  all  of  which  the  Proteftants  dif- 
,thefe  Greeks  are  as  highflown  and  obltin^'e, 
;  moft  violent  Papift  in  the  whole  Church  of 
\  :  Befides  fundry  other  peculiarities  of  lefs 
tance,  in  which  they .  (land  fmgle  and  unrelat* 
any  European  denomination  whatever.  And 
s  ftatc  of  felf-confident  feparaftion,  unfit  to 
te  between,  and  unwilling  to  join  with,  any 

contending  parties  among  us,   I  (ball  leave 

thexn 
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unTBii  them,  and  return,  m  ray  next  letter,  to  our  own 
LVIU.  more  immediate  concerns.    Mean  time. 


I  am,  &c. 


•• 


L    E    T    T    E    R 


Lvin- 


PoKtical  Differences  amtng  the  Eptfcopul  Clergy  ■■ 
7 be  Scheme  rfa  College  cf  Bijbofs  generally  di/apr 
proved-^'^Diocefan  Epi/copacy  revived  by  a 
fecond  Concordate— — P^^^^^/f  Accejfum  ef 
George  II.  Divifions  among  the  ejiablijbed 
Mini/iers. 


TTHE  Concordate  mentioned  in  the  prececfing 
-*-  letter,  which  the  Scotch  Bifhops  9CTeed  to  at 
their  lafl  meeting,  put  them  on  a  footmg  of  mo* 
tual  gooH  underftanding,  at  lead  with  refped  to 
the  controrerted  ufages.  But  it  foon  appeared, 
that  thefe  ufages  were  only  the  oftenfible  caufe 
of  difference^  axul  that  there  was  a  more  fecret 

fource 


-9 
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r  of  difcord  which  could  not  then  be  fo  well  letfer 
d,  nor  fo  openly  difcufled.  Some  of  .the  LVIII. 
1  clergy  had  brought  along  with  them  as 
of  the  old  fecular  attachment,  as  to  retain 
nd  notion,  that  the  church  could  not  fubfift 
ut  acknowledging  the  fame  dependence,  and 
y  the  fame  refpe£ts  and  fubmiffions  which, 
nes  of  legal  fettlement,  '{he  had  been  ac« 
ned  to.  In  all  the  promotions  hitherto 
the  Revolution,  there  had  been  no  fuch 
thought  of.  The  principle  by  which  the 
)s  then  aded,  was,  that  adventitious  dona- 
Prom  the  ftate,  and  grateful  conceffions  from 
lurch,  were  reciprocal ;  and  that  confe* 
ly,  as  Bifhop  Falconar  expreifes  it,  in  one 
letters,  ^  when  the  church  is  under  defti- 
3n  of  fecular  encouragement,  whether  vot- 
ary or  involuntary,  ihe  may  and  ihould  be- 
I  herfelf  to  her  own  intrinfic  powers.'  But 
after  Bifliop  Rofe's  death,  it  was  advifed 
;nds  of  a  certain  denomination,  that  the  long 
int  privilege  ihould  be  revived,  and  ecclefi* 
>rerogative  interpofed,  not  indeed  in  exprefs 
of  the  old  form,  but  fimply  by  way  of  re- 
lendation,  which  it  was  thought,  would  be 
fenfive,  and  equally  effeduaL 
K>n  this  plan,  a  recommendation  appeared  in 
1720,  in  favour  of  Mr  David  Freebaim, 
had  been  fometime  Minifter  at  Dunning*  in 
(hire,  and  another  in  February  next  year  for 
ndrew  Cant,  who  had  been  one  of  the  Mi- 
s  of  Edinburgh,  both  of  them  before  the 
lution.  Thefe  nominations  were  not  pleafing 
:  two  fenior  Bifhops,  Fullarton  and  Falconar, 
aw  no  necefOty  for  fuch  interpofition,  and  ex- 
1  no  benefit  by  it.  However  at  laft,  by  the 
Vol.  11.  '         4  M  force 


M. 
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MTTTFR  force  of  repealed  importunity,  the  Primus  was  in- 
LVIII.  duced  to  yield,  and  on  the  17th  of  October  1722, 
Canf  and  Freebaim  were  confecrated  ai  Edm- 
burgh,  by  Bifhops  Fullarton,  Millar,  and  Irvine ; 
Biihop  Falconar  either  not  inclining,  or  not  being 
called,  to  affift.  Thus  was  tHis  point  carried, 
and  a  precedent  fixed,  as  Blfhop  Fullarton  had 
forefeen :  For  tho*  it  was  promifed  at  this  time, 
that,  if  conceflions  were  granted  in  what  was  now 
defired,  there  (hould  be  no  more  interpofitions  in 
matters  of  that  nature,  yet  in  lefs  than  eighteen 
months,  there  were  no  fewer  than  four  new  candi- 
dates propofed  in  the  fame  way,  Mr  Alexander 
Duncan,  formerly  Minifter  at  Kilpatrick-eafler,  Mr 
Robert  Norie  at  Dundee,  Mr  James  Rofe  at  Mo- 
nimeal,  and  Mr  John  Ouchterlonie  at  Aberlemno# 
Of  thefe  the  two  firft,  Duncan  and  Norie  were 
confecrated  fometime  in  1724,  by  Bifhops  Fullar* 
ton,  Millar,  and  Irvine :  But  the  other  two  were 
put  off  for  fome  time,  and  the  Primus  exprefsly  for- 
bad the  confecration  of  Mr  Ouchterlonie,  till  his 
character  (hould  be  cleared  up.  The  next  to  him 
in  rank,  Biihop  Gadderar,  objededto  the  promo- 
tion of  a  perfon  fo  notorioufly  Secular  as  Mr 
Ouchterlonie  was  known  to  be,  and  we  may  eafi* 
ly  gather  from  Mr  Gadderar's  principles,  what  he 
meant  by  the  appellation  of  Secular.  Bifliop  Mil- 
lar too,  not  only  declared  againfl  it  himfelf,  but 
likewife  cautioned  Bifhop  Cant  to  have  no  hand 
in  it,  as  having  been  brought  on  furreptitiouily 
and  by  mifinformation.  Yet  in  end  it  was  made 
out,  and  he  and  Rofe  were  confecrated  at  Edin- 
burgh November  29, 1716,  by  Bifhops  Freebaim, 
Duncan,  and  Cant,  the  only  three  who  could  be 
prevailed  on  to  do  it.  Bi(hop  Irvine  had  died  die 
year  be&re :  The  Primus  and  Biihop  Millar,  per- 
emptorily 
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emptorily  refufed  to  concur  in  it,  ani  Bifhop  ';^J3X* 
Cant,  contrary  to  his  engagements  to  Bifhop  Mil-  -L.V1H, 
lar,  had  been  wheedled  into  it  by  the  folicitations  of 
a  lay-friend,  for  which  he  wrote  a  mod  penitential 
letter  to  Bifiiop  Millar  the  very  next  dav,  and  could ' 
never  be  prevailed  with  to  fign  the  inuruments  of 
confecration. 

Thefe  proceedings,  fo  fuperfluoufly  ufelefs  in 
the  matter,  and  fo  dangeroufly  imprudent  in  the 
manner  of  them,  were  particularly  grating  to  the 
better  and  more  numerous  part  oFthe  clergy^ 
And  the  Prefbyters  of  Edinburgh  drew  up  a  peid« 
lion,  figned  by  eighteen  of  them,  againft  thefe 
prom6tions  from  fuch  extraneous  recommenda* 
dons,  and  refolutely  afferting  "  The  intrinfic 
**  powers  of  the  church  againft  fecular  invafion 
•*  and  lay-encroachment,  as  being  the  catholic 
**  principle,  upon  which  the  Bifliops  have  govern- 
**  ed  ever  fince  the  Revolution/*  Many  of  the 
clergy  too,  in  the  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
began  to  weary  of  this  vague  uncertain  kind  of 
^vemment  under  Bifhops  at  large,  and  to  wifli 
ior  a  particular  Bifhop  to  have  the  infpedion  of 
them,  and  adminifter  Epifcopal  offices  to  them. 
The  clergy  of  Edinburgh  had  always  been  happy 
under  fuch  infpe^ion*  They  of  Angus  and  Fife 
had  followed  the  example.  So  had  they  of  Aber- 
deen, and  both  of  them  had  got  proper  Diocefans, 
upon  the  primitive  footing.  The  College  in  ge- 
neral were  fenfible  of  the  utility  and  propriety  of 
that  old  and  univerfal  model  of  Epifcopal  govern* 
ment,  and  began  to  humour  the  prevailing  ten- 
dency which   they  faw  every  where  towards  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  May  next  year,  the  Primus  a.  d, 
FuUarton  died,  and  on  the  5th  of  that  month  the  *7a7« 
clergy  of  Edinburgh  met  for  ele^ng  one  to  fuc- 

4  M  2  ceed 
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i^TTER  ceed  him,  and  chofe  Bifliop  Millar,  who  was  will- 
LVIIL  ing  to  concur  with  the  other  local  Biihop,  Gad- 
derar  of  Aberdeen,  in  endeavouring  to  have  things 
rectified,  and  brought  back  to  fome  degree  of 
primitive  order.  And  Bifhop  Cant,  to  make 
amends  as  much  as  he  could  for  his  late  miibke, 
came  cordially  into  thefe  wife  meafures,  which 
Gadderar  and  Millar,  in  conjundion  with  Camp- 
bell, the  oldeft  Bifliop  now  in  the  fucceflion,  were 
propofmg*  At  this  time  too,  a  £adr  opportunity 
offered  for  accomplifhing  the  diocefan  fcbeme, 
which  Bifhop  Gadderar  lo  much  favoured,  and 
which  his  two  old  brethren,  Fiillarton  and  Fal- 
conar,  had  both  approved  and  praftifed.  The 
clergy  of  Angus,  and  part  of  Perthfhire,  taking 
into  confideration  the  advantages  of  having  a  par- 
ticular Bifhop  over  them,  to  whom  they  might 
apply  for  direction,  and  being  fully  fatisfied  of  the 
diltinguiihed  learning,  •  and  other  qualifications  of 
Mr  Thomas  Rattray  of  Craighall,  one  of  their 
number,  did  therefore,  almoft  unanimoufly,  eleft 
him  to  be  their  Bifhop,  and  applied  to  Bifhop 
Millar,  as  Primus ^  to  have  their  eleftion  confirm- 
ed. In  terms  of  this  application,  Mr  Rattray  was 
confecrated  at  Edinburgh,  June  4,  1727,  by 
Bifhops  Millar,  Gadderar,  and  Cant ;  Bilhop 
Campbell  at  London,  who  had  a  juft  value  for 
him,  and  had  long  correiponded  with  him,  con- 
fenting  to  il.with  great  chearfulnefs. 

As  the  fame  time,  the  other  four  College 
Bifhops,  Freebairn,  Duncan,  Rofe,  and  Oudh- 
terlonie,  thought  proper  to  increafe  their  ilrength 
by  the  confecration  of  Mr  David  Rankin  and  Mr 
John  Gillan,  which  had  been  propofed  the  year 
before,  on  the  revived  footing  of  lay-nomination, 
but  ior  that  reafon  had  been  hitherto  declined* 

However, 
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Howeyer,  thofe  on  the  diocefan  fide  were  now  lettto 
detennined  to  carry  on  their  plan»  independent  of  LVIIL 
any  foreign  or  fecular  influence,  and  therefore  re- 
ceived into  their  number,  Mr  William  Dunbar, 
fometime  Minifter  at  Cruden,  whom  the  clergy  of 
Moray  had  lately  eleded,  and  Mr  Robert  Keith^ 
defigned  to  be  Co-adjutor  to  Bifliop  Millar,  who 
were  both  confecrated  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  i8th 
of  June  1727,  by  Bifliops  Millar,  Gadderar  and 
Rattray.  Thus  the  contention  between  the  College, 
as  they  called  themfelves,  and  thofe  who  favoured 
the  reftoration  of  the  old  regular  fy  item,  came  to  be 
managed,  if  not  by  equal  arguments,  yet  by  equal 
numbers.  Biihop  Millar,  the  Primus,  againft 
whom  thofe  of  the  oppofition  chiefly  levelled  their 
attacks,  was  well  fupportedin  the  druggie  by  his 
comprovincial  brethren,  and  letters  came  from  the 
clergy  of  Angus,  Aberdeen,  Moray,  and  Rofs,, 
to  the  Prefbyters  of  Edinburgh,  congratulating 
them  on  their  choice,  and  encouraging  them  to 
adhere  to  their  proper  Diocefan,  Bifliop  Miliar* 
However,  the  old  man  did  not  live  to  fee  an  end 
of  thefe  unhappy  divifions:  For  he  died  on  the  9th 
of  Odober  this  year  i  and  on  his  death  the  clergy 
of  Edinburgh,  in  continuance  of  the  privilege 
which  they  had  hitherto  exercifed,  chofe  Mr 
Andrew  Lumfden,  iprmerly  Minifler  at  Dudding- 
flon,  to  be  their  Bifliop,  who  was  confecrated  ac- 
cordingly, at  Edinburgh,  on  the  2d  of  November 
1727,  by  Bifliops  Cant,  Rattray,  and  Keith. 

This  was  a  firefli  disappointment  to  thofe  who 
favoured  the  College  fcheme,  who,  feeing  now 
that  all  their  efforts  were  not  fuiEcient  to  ^et  their 
lyftem  adopted,  even  ^^dth  the  weight  ot  that  in- 
nuence  of  which  they  fo  much  boalted,  were  wilt 
ing  to  come  to  feme  kind  of  an  agreement  wjth 

the 
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with  the  Dlocefs  of  Galloway^  by  way  of  diftrid:  lbttbe 
That  the  Diocefs  of  Dunblain,  by  way  of  dif-  LVHL 
triGtj  (hall  be  under  the  infpe&ion  of  Bifhop 
Gillan :  That  the  (hires  of  Fife,  Kinrofs,  and 
Clackmannan,  (hall  be  under  the  infpe£lion  of 
Bifliop  Rofe :  That  the  Diocefs  of  Dunkeld,  to* 

fsther  with  the  whole  Prefby teries  of  Meigle  and 
orBu*,  the  town  of  Perth  and  parifh  of  Meth** 
ven,   (hall  be  under  the  infpe£tion  of  Bifhop 
Rattray:  That  the  Diocefs  of  Brechin,  tog^' 
ther  with  the  Carfe  of  Gowry,  the  Prefbytcnes 
of  Dundee,  Arbroath,  and  Meams,  (hall  be  un« 
der  the  infpe&ion  of  Bi(hop  Ouchterlonie :  That 
the  Diocefs  of  Aberdeen,   by  way  of  diftrid^ 
(hall  be  under  the  infpe£kion  of  Bi(hop  Gadder« 
ar :  That  the  Dioceflfes  of  Moray  and  Rofs  (hall» , 
by  way  of  diftrid,  be  under  the  in(pe£Uon  of 
Bi(hop  Dunbar :  That  the.  Diocefs  of  Edinburgh 
(hall,  by  way  of  diilri^k  only,'  be  under  the  m« 
fpeflion    of  Bifhop  Lumfden:    That  Orkney^ 
Caithnefs,  and  the   Ifles,  (hall  be  under  the  in* 
fpedion  of  Bifhop  Keith :  By  the  forefaid  divi«  ^ 
(ion  of  diflri£ls,  we  do  not  pretend  to  claim  any 
legal  title  tp  diocefles/      Thefe  articles  were 
(igned  by  Bifhops  Freebaim,  Ouchterlonie,  Rat- 
tray, Gillan,  and  Keith  prefent ;  by  Duncan,  Rofe» 
and  Dunbar,  in  abfence,  without  any  date,  and 
by  Gadderar  at  Old  Aberdeen,  May  13,  1732.* 

*  In  the  firft  of  thefe  articles»  we  find  t  pemiiffion  of  the 
Scottifh  Litui^y«  and  a  probibitioa  of  the  ancient  ufages  ;  a 
ditlin^on  which  at  firft  fight  may  appear  a  little  inconfiflent. 
But  it  is  to  be  rememberedy  that  beudes  the  points  in  difference 
teween  the  Scotch  Comrounioa-Oifice  and  the  prefent  EngliOi 
Book,  which  are  the  poiats  now  caUed  the  ulages,  there  were 
foroe  other  rites  of  ancient  obfervance,  fuch  as  Immerfion  i^ 
Baptifniy  Chrifm  in  Confirmation,  and  for  Anointing  the  Sick^ 
aod  a  few  more  of  that  kiody  which  Bifhop  Collier  and  his 


4 
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LITTER  This  laft  agreement  put  an  end  to'the  Colfcge 
LVIIL  conteft  :  And  I  have  been  the  more  particular  m 
relating  the  circumftances  of  it,  on  purpofe,  by 
a  plain  hiftorical  deduftion  of  well  attefted'  fads, 
to  vindicate  the  charader  of  Bifhops  Rattray, 
Dunbar,  and  Keith,  from  whom  our  prefent 
Bifliops  derive  their  fucceffion,  and  whofe  confe- 
ctation  fome  even  of  our  Epifcopal  adverlaries 
have  been  at  pains  to  reprefent  in  faUe  colours. 
From  this  time  the  Collegiate  fyftem  fell  to  pieces 
every  day,  and  the  primitive  Diocefan  Epifcopacy 
Ifevived,  tho*  not  to  the  former  legal  extent,  yet  as 
far  as  the  circumftances  of  the  church  required  or 
allowed.  Upon  Bifhop  Lumfden's  death,  who 
did  not  live  long  after  the  Concordate,  Bifhop 
Freebaim  got  the  infpedion  of  Edinburgh,  with 
the  title  of  Primus^  which  the  Concordate  had 
given  him.f  This  gentleman  dill  retaining  a  tinc- 
ture of  the  old  political  leaven,  and  attachment  to 
*  eftablifhed  forms,  and  having,  by  means  of  his 
fon,  who  was  in  great  favour  abroad,  got  ^  hold  of 
fome  papers  which  he  was  fond  of,  he  called  a 
meeting  of  all  the  Bifliops  in  1734.  But  they  fu- 
fpe£tine  the  defign,  and  not  chuAng  to  be  longer 
entangled  with  any  thing  of  that  nature,  declined 
the  meeting,  and  would  not  fo  much  as  look  at 
his  papers,  when  young  Freebaim  offered  a  private 

friends  in  EDgland  wiftied  to  have  reftored  ;  and  thefe  are  die 
ufages  meant  in  this  aiticle»  and  in  every  article  of  agreement 
where  we  find  the  Scottiih  Liturgy  allowed,  and  certain  anti- 
quated ufages  prohibited. 

t  In  February  1733,  Bifliop  Gadderar  died,  and  in  Jane 
the  clei^  of  Aberdeen  chofe  Bifhop  Dunbar,  who  accepted  and 
fome  time  after  refigned  Moray,  upon  which  the  clergy  there 
clewed  Mr  George  Hay :  But  he  died  b^r«  coofecratioo,  aivi 
that  diilridi  remained  vacant  fome  years. 

fight 
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fight  of  them.  In  the  bsginning  of  next  year  '-ktter 
1735,  Bifhop  Gillan  died,  and  on  the  i8tn  of  LVIIL 
March  the  clergy  of  Dunblain,  who  had  fubmitted 
to  him  (ince  the  Concordate,  addrefled  the  Bi(hops 
for  Mr  Robert  White,  Pre(byter  at  Cupar  of  Fife, 
whom  they  had  eleSed,  to  be  their  Bifhop.  Up- 
on this  application,  Bifhops  Rattray,  Dunbar, 
and  Keith,  who  was  now  chofen  Bi(hop  of  Fife 
on  Bifhop  Rofe's  death,  defired  the  Primus  to  call 
a  meeting  for  confecrating  the  Elcft  of  Dunblain* 
But  being  apprized,  by  undoubted  information, 
that,  tho'  he  confented  to  call  the  meeting,  he  had 
no  intention  to  forward  the  confecration,  but  only 
to  lay  before  them  his  fon's  foreign  papers,  which 
they  were  ftill  determined  not  to  meddle  with, 
they  wifely  refolved  not  to  meet  with  him  at  Edin- 
burgh, except  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  the  propofed 
coniecration  :  And  being  now  the  majority,  who, 
by  the  late  agreement,  and  by  Bifhop  Freebaim's 
own  repeated  acknowledgments,  had  the  admini* 
flration  in  their  hands,  they  called  Mr  White  to 
attend  them  at  Carfebank,  near  Forfar,  and  con- 
fecrated  him  there,  on  the  14th  of  June  1735. 
This  produced  a  warm  remonflrance  from  Bifhop 
Freebairn,  which  was  properly  anfwered  from  the 
other  fide :  And  fome  other  little  differences  en- 
fued,  at  the  infligation  of  Bifhop  Ouchterlonie, 
who  flill  fought  to  keep  up  the  divifion.  But 
they  were  not  of  long  duration,  for  Freebairn  died 
in  1739,  and  Ouchterlonie  in  174a:  And  with 
them  ended  the  collegiate  fcheme  of  church  go- 
vernment, which  had  originated  in  unnecefTary 
connexion,  had  fubfifled  a  while  by  uncharader- 
iftic  methods,  and  at  lafl,  by  a  prudent  revival  of 
ancient  principles,  gave  place  to  the  old  regular 
plan  of  Epifcopacy,  and  was  no  more  heard  of. 
Vol.  IL  4  N  During 
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i,FTTTii      During  the  tranfacttons  of  the  Scotti/h  Epifco- 
LVm.  pal  Church  for  the  laft  twenty  years^  we  have  heard 
of  little  or  no  outward  difturbance  either  from  the 
civil  government,   or    from  the  eftablifhed  kirk, 
which  had  not  been   the  cafe  in  former  times. 
But  the  adminiftration  under  the  Hanoverian  fuc- 
cedion  had  been  early  involved  in  continental  en- 
gagements, which  chiefly  employed  their  thoughts ; 
and  the  acccffion  of  that  family,  being  fortified  by 
laws,  partly  made  to  their  hands,  pardy  occafion- 
ed  by  the  unfuccefsful  attempt  at  their  entry,  the 
checking  of  any  intefline  difaffedion  was  left  to  the 
execution  of  thefe  laws  by  the  proper  raagiftrates, 
who  flackened  or  ftraitened  the  reins  as  prudence 
or  humour  led  them.     The  firft  George,  who  bad 
the  character  of  a  judicious  prince  and  confiraimate 
politician,  had  died  at  Hanover  in  June  1727, 
and  his  ion,  the  fecond  of  the  name,  fucceeded 
quietly,  and  without  any  appearance  of  oppoiition 
or  claim  from  the  old  quarter.      So  that,  no  new 
provocation  being  given,  there  was  no  neceffity 
for  new  feverity  againft  a  few  fufpeded  men,  whom 
they  already  had  under  the  hatches,  and  could  re- 
drain,  or  even  deftroy  when  they  pleafed. 

The  Kirk  too,  being  now  fully  fecured  in  pof- 
fe(Iion  beyond  any  fear  of  filch  a  competition  as 
they  had  dreaded  tor  fome  years  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, was  become  more  eafy  and  pacific,  and  the 
infatuated  generation  of  168S,  being  mofUy  gone, 
their  fuccefibrs  began  to  adopt  more  liberal  fend- 
ments,  and  to  depart  in  a  great  meafure  from  tbofe 
violent  proceedings  againft  the  poor  Epifcopalians, 
which  had  been  thought  fb  neceflary  to  procure 
their  own  fettlement  at  firft.  Befkies,  they  had 
now  bufinefs  enough  of  their  own  upon  their 
hands,  to  draw  off  their  attention  from  our  mat- 
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ters ,  had  they  been  iacKnedj^or  thought  it  worth  letter 
their  while  to  take  notice  of  them.  For  about  the  LVIII. 
time  that  the  dififerences  among  our  clergy  ^ere 
on  the  verge  of  dying  away,  the  flame,  I  fpoke  of, 
broke  oi^t  among  the  Pre£byterian8,  from  a  be- 
ginning indeed  which  feemed  to  have  no  great 
connexion  in  itfelf  with  ecclefiaftic  concerns,  but 
which  taldng  hold  of  other  fecret  grumblings^ 
quicklv  increafed  and  fwelled  to  the  prefent  fize* 
In  tne  year  1737  one  Porteous,  a  captain  of  the 
city  gu2q-d  of  Edinburgh,  a  bloody  and  brutal 
fellow,  had  been  capitally  condemned  in  the  Juf- 
liciary  Court  for  having  of  his  own  head  givem 
orders  to  his  men  to  fire  at  the  pubHc  execution 
of  a  fmuggler,  by  which  a  number  of  innocent 
people  were  killed.  From  this  fentence,  the  in- 
human criminal  had  intereft  enough  to  obtain  a 
reprieve,  which  fo  ihcenfed  the  populace,  that  one 
night  they  broke  into  the  prifon,  and  haling  him 
to  the  Grafs-market,  hanged  him  dead  in  the  very 
place  where  the  barbarous  adtion  had  been  com- 
mitted. .  This  \lras  refented  by  the  court  as  an 
unpardonable  infult :  And  among  many  other  ri- 
gorous edifts,  a  proclamation  came  out  for  difco- 
vering  the  rioters,  which  the  eftablifhed  minillers 
thro'  all  the  kingdom  were  enjoined  to  read 
publicly  from  their  pulpits  on  the  firft  Sunday 
of  every  nlonth  for  a  whole  year.  It  is  fcarce- 
\y  credible  what  a  ferment  this  raifed  among 
them.  AH  in  one  voice  cried  out  againft  it,  as  a 
mod  flagrant  encroachment  on  the  liberties  of 
the  church.  But,  tho*  they  were  all  of  one 
mind  in  condemning  this  injundion,  they  differed 
in  their  praftlce  about  it.  Some  for  fear  read  the 
proclamation  as  required,  tho'  with  great  reluc- 
tance, and  not  without  much  fcruple  :  Some  (hift- 

4  N  2'  ed 
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i^ETTER  cd  the  reading  of  ft  from  themfelves,  and  put  it 
'  LVIII.  upon  their  precentors :  And  a  great  number  of 
them  paid  no  regard  to  it  at  all,  and  would  neither 
read  it  from  their  pulpits,  nor  allow  it  to  be  read 
in  their  kirks  in  any  (hape.  Thus  a  divifion 
began,  whether  upon  juft  grounds  or  not,  and  was 
carried  lb  far  that  the  refufcrs,  who  for  the  moft 
part  were  men  of  figure  and  following  among  the 
people,  upbraided  the  readers  with  bafely  defert- 
ing  their  fundamental  principles,  and  under  that 
fpecious  pretext,  gave  up  holding  communion 
with  them :  And  this  humour,  falling  in  with  the 
complaints  of  oppreffion  by  patronage,  and  other 
corruptions  in  judicatories,  added  a  vaft  ftrength  to 
the  SeceJ/toriy  which  was  then  forming  under  the 
too  famous  brothers  Ralph  and  Ebenezer  Er- 
fkines,  and  many  more  of  that  (lamp,  and  which 
all  their  General  Affemblies  have  never  been  ca- 
pable, either  to  reconcile  by  prudence,  or  crufli  by 
authority  to  this  day. 

I  am,,  he. 
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LETTER       LIX. 


Regular  State  of  the  Scolttjh  Epifiopal  C&urch— 
Canons  for  the  Regulation  of  her  DifcipUne — In- 
terruption of  her  Peace  by  the  Infurredion  of  1 745 

fi^al  Effect  of  that  Etiterpriac Various 

Penal  Lawi  againfl  the  Nonjurors Account  t)f 

the  Writings  of  "John  Hutcbinfon Anddiffer~ 

ent  Opinions  about  them. 


HAVING,  in  my  laft  letter,  concluded  the 
fhort  period  of  diforder  naturally  ^arifiiiK 
from  the  disjointed  ftate  in  which  the  death  of 
Bifliop  Rofe  of  Edinburgh  left  the  remains  of  the 
ScDttifh  Church,  I  have  only  now  to  take  notice 
of  the  pious  and  orderly  methods  by  which  our 
Bifhops  went  on  in  the  profecution  of  the  defign  • 
which  they  had  ftruggled  fo  fuccefsfuUy  to  accom- 
pliHi.  On  an  application  fi'om  the  clergy  of  Caith- 
Hefs  and  Orkney,  they  got  their  number  increafed, 
by  the  addition  of  Mr  William  Falconar,  Prefby- 
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LETTER  tei  at  Forres,  who  was  confecrated  at  Alloa,  Sep- 
LIX.  tember  lo,  1741^  by  Bifliops  Rattray,  Keith  and 
White,  and  in  November  next  year  was  chofen 
Bifliop  of  Moray.  And  on  Bifliop  Ouchterlonie's 
death,  the  clergy  of  Brechin  eleded  Mr  James  Rait, 
Prefbyter  in  Dundee,  who  was  accordingly  inveft- 
ed.  with  the  Epifcopal  charader,  by  Bimops  Ratt- 
ray, Keith  and  White,  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  4th' 
of  Oftober  1742.  Thus  we  had  a  church  once 
.  ^  more  regularly  organized,  under  fix  Bifhops,  who, 
A  after  the  primitive  mode,  had  each  of  them  a 
Portio  gregisj  a  certain  part  of  the  flock  under 
their  particular  care,  and  were  thereby  cntiried  to 
a  fhare  of  the  government,  in  folidum^  in  whole, 
as  S.  Cyprian  defcribes  the  (landing  model  in  his . 
day:  Ajid  every  .Prefbyter  now  knew  his  own 
Brlhop  whom  he  was  to  apply  to  and  obey,  which 
had  not  been  the  cafe  during  the  fliort  reign,  or 
rather  anarchy  of  the  College. 

But  the  fatisfaftion  felt  by  the  clergy  on  this 
occafion  was  dalhed  almod  in  the  beginning  of 
it,  with,  a  mod  bitter  ingredient,  by  the  lofs  of 
their  excellent  Primus  Bifliop  Rattray,  who  died 
on  the  1 2th  of  May,  being  Aicenfion-day  1 743,  a 
man  whom  the  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scotland  will 
long  look  back  to  with  a  ipixture  of  pleafure  and 
regret ;  with  pleafure  in  the  grateful  rememb- 
rance of  having  had  fuch  a  Biihop,  and  with  a  deep 
regret  for  having  been  fo  foon  deprived  of  him. 
To  fupply  this  vacancy,  the  clergy  of  Dunkeld 
having  defired  and  obtained  a  mandate  for  that 
purpofe,  made  clioice  of  Mr  John  Alexander,  Pref- 
byter at  Alloa,  who  was  confecrated  at  Edinburgh 
Auguft  9,  1743,  by  Bifliops  Keith,  White, Falconar 
and  Rait.  On  occafion  of  this  confecration  there 
being  five  Piftiops  now  afferabledj,  they  jigreed,  at 

Biihop 
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Mfliop  Dunbar*^  motion,  and  with  his  cortcurrence,  lbtter 
:o  conftitutethemfelves  a  regular  fynod,  with  Bifliop  ^^^ 
Keith  unanimoufly  chofen  Primus j .  and  the  new 
Sifhop  Alexander,  Clerk  :  And  taking  into  confi- 
leration  fome  canons  which  Bifhop  Rattray  had 
eft  a  draught  of,  for  anfwering  the  exigencies  of 
:he  church  in  her  prcfent  particular  ftate,  they 
adged  it  proper  to  ratify  them  by  a  fynodical  fanc- 
:ton,  with  the  addition  of  fix  others,  propofed  at 
this  meeting :  All  which,  being  the  laft  of  the 
kand,  and  confequently  the  (landing  regulations 
of  the  difcipline  of  our  church,  I  have  therefore  fet 
down  from  the  original  minutes,  as  follows. 

'  ITie  Bifhops  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  being 
'  now,  by  the  good  providence  of  God,  perfeft- 

*  ly  united   in  one   and  the  fame  mind,  and  the 

*  Concordates,  that  were  formed  while  fome  un- 
'' happy  diflFerences  fubfifted  amongft  them,  there- 
*;by  vacated,  they  have  unanimoufly  agreed  to 
• « eftablifli  the  following  canons  for  the  future  re- 

*  gulation  of  the  government  of  this  church. 

I.  *  That  no  perfon  (hall  be  confecrated  a  Bi- 

*  (hop  without  the  confent  and  approbation  of  the 

*  majority  of  the  Bifliops,  and  that  if  any  three  or 

*  more  Bifhops,   not  being  a  majority,  (Iiall  take 

*  upon  them  without  fuch  confent  to  confecrate 
**  any  perfon  to  that  office,  fuch  confccration  (hall 

*  be  null  and  void,  and  both  the  confecrators  and 

*  confecrated  (ball  be  holden  as  fchifmatics. 

II.  *  That  the  Bifhops    (hall,   without  refpeft 

*  either  to  feniority  of  confecration,  or  preceden- 
?  cy  of  diftrift,  chufe  a  Primus  by  majority  of 

*  voices,  who  (hall  have  no  other  privilege  among 

*  ihe  Bifhops,  but  of  convocating  and  prefiding 

*  only,  and  that  likewife  under  the  following  re- 
^-ilridions;    That  he  fhall  always /be  obliged  to 

'    '  *  notify 
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notify  to  the  other  Bilhaps  the  reafons  of  bis 
calling  a  meeting,  as  well  as  the  time  and  place ; 
and  if  the  majority  (hall  diifent,  as  judging  either 
the  reafons  infufHcient,  or  the  time  and  place  im- 
proper, that  meeting  fliall  be  ei ther wholly  fetafide, 
or  the  time  and  place  altered  as  fhall  feem  to 
them  moft  expedient.  2.  That  if  the  Primus  fliall 
at  any  time  ref uf(?  to  call  a  meeting,  when  de- 
fired  by  a  majority  of  the  other  Bifhops,  they 
fhall  in  that  cafe  have  power  to  meet  and  ad 
fynodically  without  him,  and  3.  This  Primus  thus 
chofen  by  the  majority  is  to  continue  in  that 
office  only  during  their  pleafure.* 
IIL  *  That  if  either  the  prefent  or  any  fubfc- 
quent  Primus  fhall,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the 
church,  lay  claim  to  any  metropolitical  or  vi- 
carial power,  or  to  any  farther  power  of  any 
kind  than  what  is  granted  to  the  Primus  by  thefe 
prefent  canons,  the  Primus  or  Bifhop  fo  claiming 
fhall  be  fufpended  from  all  Epifcopal  jurifdidioSi 
even  within  his  own  diftri^,  until  he  give  in  to 
the  Bifhops  a  fubfcribed  renunciation  of  any 
fuch  claim,  as  being  what  may  prove  of  moit 
dangerous  confequence  to  the  church  in  her 
prefent  circumflances.' 

IV.  *  That  upon  the  demife  or  tranflaiioa  of 
any  Bifhop,  the  Prefby  ters  of  the  diflrid  thereby 
become  vacant,  fhall  not  be  at  freedom  either 
to  eled,  or  fubmit  themfelves,to,  another  Bifhop, 
without  a  mandate  from  the  Primus^  with  the 
majority  of  the  Bifhops :  But  if  the  Pri;»2tf  fhall 
refufe  to  grant  a  mandate,  the  majority  may  do 
it  without  him.* 

V.  '  That  if  the  Prefbyters  of  any  diflrid  (hall 
happen  to  eled  a  perfon  already  veiled  with  the 
J^pifcopal  character,  the  Bifhop  fo  ele&ed  fhall 

*  have 
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*  hare  no  jurifdidioQ  over  that  diftrid,  antil  hisLBTTtit 
'  eie^on   be  conflrtned   by  the  majority  of  the    LSI. 

*  Bifhopi  :  Andif  ihey  ftiall  eled  a  Prefbyter,  of  ^-O-Oi^ 

*  whofe  fitnefs  for  that  office  the  Bifliops  flull  de- 

*  clare  cfaeyhaTe  fui&cient  reafons  not  to  be  ratlsfi- 
*■  ed,  in  that  cafe,  the  Prefbyters  (hall  be  required 

*  by  the  BiOiops  to  proceed  to  a  new  derail.* 
VL  *  That  every  BiOiop  ihall  appoint  one  of 

*  his  Prefbyters  to  officiate  under  him  as  bis  Dean, 
"  and  that  thi&  Dean  fiiali  be  obliged  ta  adrertile 

*  the  Primus  upoi^  the  death  of  his  Bifhop,  that  ttit 

*  Bilhopa  may  proride  for  the  fupply  of  the  va- 

*  cancy  with  their  oonreniency :  And  the  Dsan 

*  Ihall  apply  (or  a  mandate  to  eled  a  fucceflbr, 

*  in  rtie  fpace  of  four  months  at  ferthell  after  the 

*  vacancy.' 

VII.  '  TTiat  during  the  vacancy  of  any  diftriO^ 

*  the  Prelbytera  thereof  fliall  apply  to  the  Bilbop 

*  who  fliall  have  bis  place  of  r^cnce  neareft  to 

*  them,  for  the  perfbimance  of  EpUcopol  offices 

*  amongft  them  )  aad  ao  other  Bilhf^  fhall  take 

*  upon  him  to  perform  any  fuch  offices  within  that 

*  diftri&,  vithout  the  confent  of  the  neigfabour- 
'  ing  Bifiu^'.  And  if  anyoafe  relating  to  difci{^ne 

*  {ball  happen,  for  which  the  i^efbyters.  bad  no 

*  rule  left  them  by  their  former  Bifnop  for  their 

*  diredion^  they  ftaU  hare  recourfe  to  the  Ptimmj^ 

*  who,    with  the  advice  xaiA.  coaTeat  of  his.  ceU 

*  leagues,  ftaU  det«-nuae  the  fiimc^' 

VUL  *  That  no  Plrelbyter  ftall  take  upon  Um 

*  the  charge  of  any  congregatioD,  until  he  be  ap- 

*  pointed  thereto  by  tl^  Btlbop  to  vhefe  diftri^ 

*  that  congregation  belongs :  Nor  fball  any  Preu 

*  byter  or  Ducoa  remove  irovi  bit  own  cUKriQ,. 
^  without  dimlflbry  letters  from  the  Bifliop  theie- 

*  of:  Apd  »nc  diatt  be  onUin«d  a.  Prcfliyisr^ 

Vol.  VU  4,  tt  *i±DUE 
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L'ETTER 

LIX.    *  without  a  defignation  to  a  particular  charge/— 

IX.  '  That  feeing^  in  the  prefent  diftreffdiilatc 
of  this  church,  it  may  happen,  that  a  Bifliop 
may  have  his  dwelling  and  place  for  public  wor- 
ihip  within  the  di(tri&  of  another  Biihop ;  in  that 
cafe,  thofe  who  belong  to  this  his  congregation, 
together  with  the  Prefbyters  or  Deacons  joined 
with  him  as  his  ailiftants  in  officiating  therein,  (hall 
be  as  much  under  his  jurifdidion  as  if  they  were 
within  the  bounds  of.  his  own  diftrift,  and  (hail 
be  exempt  from  the  jurifdidion  of  that  Bifhop, 
within  the  bounds  of  whofe.diArid  they  are: 
And  the  Biihop  in  whofe  diftrid  they  are  ihall, 
by  a  fubfcribed  deed,  agree  to  this  regulation.' 

X.  *  That  every  Bifliop  (hall  be  careful  to  re- 
commend to  his  clergy,  and  to  fuch  alfo  as  may 
be  candidates  for  holy  orders,  to  apply  them- 
felves  diligently  to  the  ftudy  of  the  holy  fcrip* 
tures,  and  of  the  fathers  of  the  apoftolical  and 
two  next  fucceeding  ages,  and  to  take  all  proper 
opportunities,  in  their  fermons  and  otherwife, 
to  inftrud  their  people  in  the  truly  catholic  prin- 
ciples of  that  pure  and  primitive  church.' 

XL  *  The  Dean  of  every  diftrid,  as  reprefent- 
ing  the  Prefbyters,  fliall  be  allowed  to  fit  in  all 
fynodical  meetings,  to  propofe  and  reafon  in  all 
matters  of  difcipUne  and  grievances  of  Preiby ters, 
but  not  to  give  any  decifive  voice :  The  clergy 
of  vacant  diflrids  mall  be  required  to  chufe  a 
Dean  out  of  their  own  number;  and  the  laid 
Dean,  fo  chofen,  ihall  not  be  allowed  to  name 
a  proxv,  but  muft  attend  in  perfoQ,  and  bring 
with  him  his  credentials.' 
XIL  '  That  the  church  may  fuffer  as  litde 
damage  as  poflible  by  the  death  of  the  temporary 
FrimuSf  the  feaior  Biihop  ihall  inftaDtly  fucceed 

•  to 
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•to  his  powers  until  the 'next  Synod:  And  hei^TTEft, 

*  fhati  be  obliged  to  call  a  Synod,  fo  asit  may  be  v'^> 

*  holdeo  within  the  fpace  of  four  months  at  far-  ^'^'"^'*^ 

*  iheft,  after  the  death  of  the  [oTmcr Primuiy  unlefr 

*  the  majority  of  the  BiOiops  fhall  think  fit  to  dc 

*  lay  it  for  a  longer  fpace.* 

XIII.  '  That  when  any  of  the  Bifliops  are  dif-' 

*  abled  from  being  perfonally  prefent  at  a  Synod^ 

*  thro'  infirmity  or  prefling   inconvenience,  to  be 

*  notified  to  the  Primus^  and  by  him  to  the  other 

*  Bilhops,  the  abfent  Bifhop  or  BiOiops  may  fend 
*.  their  judgment  to  the  Primus,  figned  with  thdr" 

*  own  hand,  concerning  thofe  matters  on  account 

*  of  which  the  Synod  was  precifely  called  tomeet^ 
*■  and  this  fhall  be  holden  for  their  canonical  vote  r 

*  I'he  abfent  Biftiops  may  likewife  propofe  to  the 

*  Synod   in  writing,  any  thing  they   Ihall  judge 

■  expedient  for  the  good  of  the  church ;  and  as  to 

*  other  matters  that  may  incidentally  come  befora 

■  the  Synod,  the  abfent  Bilhop  or  Bifbops  muft  be- 

*  concluded  by  the  majority  of  thofe  that  are  pre 

*  fent :  But  no  Synod  Q»1I  be  holden,  uoleis  therti  - 

*  be  more  Bifliops  prefent  than  abfent/ 

XIV.  '  That  in  all  c}uellioDS  or  cafes,  where  the 
*■  Bilhops  {hall  happen  to  be  equally  divided  in  their 

*  opinions,  in  Synod   at  out  of  Synod,  that  fide- 

*  of  the  queftion  Ihall  carry  upon  which  the  Prinutt 

*  gives  his  vote.* 

XV.  *  That  if  any  Preftiyter  or  Deacon,  wha 

*  Ihall  have  the  tnidertune  to  be  depofed  by  his 

*  Bifhop^  do  prefume  to  perfiMm  any  part  of  the 

*  facred  office,  or  to  gather  a  feparate  or  fctufma- 

*  tical  congregation,  he  fhall  beexcommuotcatedi 

*  And  if  any  clergyman  (hall>  take  upon  bim  to 

*  countenance  fuch  Prcfbyter  or  Deacon  in  theis 
'  fcbilbatical  ftparationy  he  Ihall  be  fufpeoded 

4  O  3  *  itoat 
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LIX. 


from  the  exerdfe  of  his  holy  fiindiony  for  fuch 
fpace  as  his  Bifliop  fliall  think  fit :  And  fuch  of 
the  laity  as  (hall  adventure  to  adhere  to  the  de* 
pofed  Prefbyter  or  Deacon,  either  in  worfiup  of 
other  (acred  adminiftradon,  (hall  not  be  allowed 
to  partake  of  any  chorch  ordinances,  until  they 
are  reconciled  s^n,  and  received  by  the  Bifliop 
ofthediftria* 

XVI.  *  That  if  any  clergyman  (hall  take  upon 
him  to  join  perfons  together  in  matrimony,  who 
belong  to  the  congr^tion  of  another  clergy* 
man,  without  a  certificate  or  recommendation 
from  their  former  Paftor,  he  fliall,  for  the  Mt 
fetuk,  be  fufpended  from  his  office  for  the  fpace 
of  three  months,  fix  months  for  the  fecond  ^uk, 
and  for  the  third  fauilt  he  ihall  be  fufpended^/i^ 
die.' 

When  tbefe  canons  were  intimated  to  the  inferi* 
or  clergy,  a  few  in  the  metropolis,  who  had  one 
of  their  own  number  in  view  for  die  Epifcopate,' 
tfao'  they  knew  be  would  not  be  acceptable  to  the 
Bifliops,  obje&ed  to  pne  of  the  canons  as  an  in* 
fringement  of  their  right  of  ele&ion  ;  and  to 
others,  as  curtailing  the  powers  of  their  Ordinary, 
as  Bifliop  of  Edinburgh.  But  thefe  obje£Hons 
were  confidered  as  of  no  weight  by  the  clerey  in 
the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  who  all  dutifully 
acquiefced  in  the  proceedings  of  the  hte  Synod, 
and  looked  forward,  with  much  fatisCsiftion,  to 
what  they  hoped  would  be  the  peaceful  and  pleaf- 
ing  confequences  of  it.  Yet  this  happy  profped^ 
which  our  church  now  had  of  enjoying  peace  and 
quiet,  was  foon  darkened  by  a  heavy  cloud  of 
diftrefs,  the  occafion  of  which  I  ihall  very  briefly 
lay  before  you. 
About  the.  end  of  July  1745,  the  young  Princt 

Charles 
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Charles  Stuart,  eldeft  fon  to  the  abjiired  ctaimant,  lettek 
landed  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  with  only    W** 
feven  attendaats  in  his  retinue;  upon  what  invita-  ^>Vw 
tion,  or  with  what  hopes  of  aHiftance,  I  fhall  not 
fay  ;    and  being  in  3  few  days  joined  by  fome 
EFendemen  in  that  neighbourhood,  he  let  up  hit  ^ 

Itandard  on  the  i2d  of  Augufl,  and  publifhed  his 
father's  manifeftos,  inviting  all  his  loving  fubjeds 
to  come  in  and  declare  for  the  caufe.  I  am  noC 
to  attempt  a  minute  detail  of  this  unfortunate  buiU 
nefs,  which  has  been  fo  copioufly  related  bf 
others,  and  is  ftill  frefli  in  the  memories  of  manjr 
among  us.  Suffice  it  to  lay,  that,  after  having, 
with  his  handful  of  Highlanders,  gained  two 
complete  viftories  over  his  oppofeis,  one  at  Pre- 
fton  in  Eaft  Lothian,  on  the  2  lit  of  September 
after  his  landing,  and  the  other  at  Falkirk,  on  the 
17th  of  January  next  year,  befides  feveral  Ikir- 
miHies,  in  which  fucceis  feemed  to  be  on  his  fide* 
this  bold  Adventurer  was  obliged,  after  all,  to  re- 
tire to  the  Highlands;  where,  on  the  16th  of 
April  1 746,  coming  to  an  engagement  on  CuUo- 
den-muir,  not  far  from  Invernds,  his  army  wat 
totally  difcomlited  with  a  great  flaughter;  and 
bimfelf,  having  efcaped  off  the  held,  and  wand^- 
ed  a  long  time  in  great  jeopardy  among  the  moun- 
tains and  ifles  on  the  weltem  coaft,  atlaft,  on  the 
aoth  of  September,  got  on  board  a  French  ilup 
of  war,  with  fome  few  of  his  followers,  and  on 
the  9th  of  Odober  arrtved  fafe  in  France,  in  a 
molt  lamentable  condition. 

Thus  ended  this  hazardous  and  almoft  roman- 
tic enterpiize,  which  had  for  fome  months  held 
all  Scotland  in  awe ;  and,  by  a  briik  irruption^ 
raifed  no  little  alarm  in  the  very  heart  of  England, 
but  was  now  tout  up  with  th^  ufual  fcenery  of 
militarr 
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UTTER  military  butcheries  and  legal  executions.    It  has 
LIX.   been  branded  with  the  appellation  of  *^  the  wick- 
^'  ed  and  unnatural  Rebellion ;"    and  I  do  not 
mean  to  contend  the  propriety  of  the  appellation, 
as  I  am  taught  to  believe,  that  all  rebellion  is 
wicked  and  unnatural,  and  as  fuch,  am  required 
to  pray  againd  it.     Though,  after  all,  if  it  were 
convenient  in  this  cafe  to  offer  a  definition  of  re* 
bellion,  which  has   generally  been  underftood  ta 
be,  a  rifing  up  of  fubjeds  againfl  their  Sovereign, 
upon  any  fpecious  pretence  or  private  quarrel  oJF 
their  own  ^  it  might  be  fuppofed,  and  I  hint  the 
fuppofition  with  all  due  caution,  that  this  prefenc 
inflance  might  perhaps  be  viewed  rather  in  the  light 
of  a  contention  between  two  rivals,  both  claiming 
the  fame  poifeilion,   and  both    equally    alleging 
the  juftice  of  their  claim  j  which,  being  too  weigh- 
ty to  be  determined  by  argument,  could  only  be 
cjecided  by  the  fword,  and  where  tbe  lofing  fide 
were  to  lay  their  account,  as  in  all  fuch  litigations, 
to  be  condemned  in  cods  of  fuit.     I  have  no 
fcruple  to  allow,  that   it  is  natural  for  the  vi£lor, 
when  he  has  been  in  poffefTion,  to  be  particularly 
incenfed  at  a  cafe  of  this  kind,  as  in  every  example 
of  fuperiority,  even  in  the  higheft  example  of  all, 
we  find  the  fuperior  more  provoked  by  difputing 
his  title,  than  by  difobeying  his  commands.  At  the 
fame  time,  I  would  beg  leave  to  put  our  Prelby- 
terian  neighbpurs  in  mind,  not  to  load  our  church 
with  the  whole  burden  of  a  rebellion,  if  it  muft 
be  one,  in  which   fo  many  of  other  perfuafions, 
and  even  feme  of  their  own,  perhaps  as  many  as 
of  ours,  were  deeply  engaged.     Efpecially,    let 
them  not  charge  our  religion  with  abetting  rebel* 
tious  principles,  till  they  can  aifure  us   that  they 
liave  renounced  the  principles  of  their  {cedeceiTors, 

who 
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who  avowedly  preached  up  the  lawfulnefs  of  fight*  LZTrsR 
ing  tor  their  religion  againil  any  King  whatever,     UX. 
which   our  church  has   always  condemned,  and  '<^>^\J 
never  to  this  day  pratUfed. 

But  whether  our  church  was  blameable  or  not 
upon  this  occafion,  fo  it  was  in  &£t,  that  Jhe  was 
foon  involved  in  the  difinal  confequences  of  it.  la 
molt  country  places,  ihe  meeting-houfes  were 
burnt  to  the  ground  by  parties  of  the  military  de- 
tached en  purpofe :  In  towns  or  villages,  where 
burning  was  not  fafe,  they  were  fhut  up  or  demo- 
lilhed:  The  clergy  themfelves  were  obliged  to 
leave  their  houfes,  which  fometimes  were  plunder- 
ed, and  to  fculk  where  they  belt  could,  (hat  they 
4night  not  fall  into  the  foldiers  hands :  Their 
hearers  ftood  aghaft,  between  pity  for  their  mini- 
Aers  and  fear  for  themfelves,  being  under  the  lame 
fufpicions,  and  equally  uncertain  what  might  be 
the  ilTue.  In  a  word,  all  was  defolation  and  dif- 
may  among  us,  having  no  friend  of  capacity  or 
courage  to  advife  or  proted  us,  and  depending,  ii^ 
confidence  of  the  divine  goodnefs,  only  upon  the 
integrity  of  our  principles  and.  teftimony  of  our 
confciences,  for  inward  fupport  under  the  weight 
of  thefe  outward  preffures.  And  yet,  it  mud  be 
acknowledged,  and  fuch  of  us  as  can  look  back 
to  the  confufions  of  thai  fummer,  do  acknowledge 
it  with  grateful  candour,  that  bad  as  the  fituation 
of  our  country  was,  there  was  reafon  to  fear  it  might 
have  been  much  worfe,  when  we  confider  that  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  law  was  by  proclamation  fufpend- 
ed,  and  all  put  under  military  government  for  three 
months.  In  the  Highlands  indeed,  which  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  the  flage  of  deciftve  adipn, 
and  where  the  principal  objeA  of  indignation  was 
ftill  wandering  up  and  down,  there  were  daily  ac- 
counts 


66+      ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORY 


LETTFR  counts,  during  that  time,  ofcraelties  and  deraft- 
LIK.  ations,  which  no  excufe  could  palliate,  nor  eveil 
the  iicentioufnefs  of  war  juftify.  But  in  fuch 
places  as  were  at  any  diftance  from  that  unhappy 
neighbourhood,  the  neceffary  orders  againft  fuf- 
peaed  perfons,  tho*  grievous  edough  in  the  mean 
time  to  the  miferable  fiifFerers,  were  executed,  for 
the  mod  part,  with  a  humanity  which  did  honour 
to  the  feelings  of  thofe  concerned  in  die  escecution, 
and  to  which  the  cool  moments  of  refie£don  will 
give  its  due  praifc. 

In  this  ftate  of  anxious  fufpence,  flood  our  ec« 
clefiaftical  mattery,  till  upon  a  gradual  return  of 
civil  adminiftration,  the  law  began  to  take  nouce 
of  us,  and  to  provide  more  efficacioufly  in  time 
cofning  againfl  thefe  dangers,  of  which  our  ene- 
mies now  took  the  handle  to  charge  our  church 
with  having  been  the  occafion.     To  tUs  purpofe 
a  fevere  aft  pafled  in  this  fummer  feflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, enjoining  the  ftrid;  execution  of  all  former 
laws  againfl:  Nonjuring  Epifcopal  Minifters,  with 
fuch  regulations  as  were  judged  neceflary  to  be  a 
ftrongercurb  upon  them :  For  it  was  now  enacted. 
That  from  and  after  the  i  ft  of  September  1 746,^ 
every  perfon  exercifmg  the  funffion  of  a  Pafter 
or  Minifter  in  any  Epifcopal  Meeting  in  Scot* 
land,   without  regiftenng  his  letters  of  orders, 
and  taking  all   the  oaths  required  by  law,  and 
praying  for  his  Majefty  King  Gedrge  and  the 
royal  family  by  name,  fliall,  for  the  fim  offence, 
fuffer  fix  months  imprifonment,'  as  in  the  fta« 
tute  of  the  lad  reign,  but  with  this  threatning  ad-« 
dition  now,    '  And  for  the  fecond,  or  any  fubfe* 

•  quent  offence,  being  thereof  convided  before 
^  the  Jufticiaryor  any  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  fhall 

*  be  tranfporte4  to  Icme  of  his  JMLajefty^s  plan^ 

<  dons" 
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*  tions  in  America  for  life,  and  in  cafe  of  his  re-  l^btter 

*  turn  to  Britain,  fhali  fuffer  imprifonment  for    ^^^ 

*  life  :*  The  profecution  of  this  fecond  oflFehce 
to  be  upon  information  in  writing,  from  the  in-i 
Jerior  magiftrate  to  the  King's  Advocate,  who  is 
required  to  profecute  the  fame  with  effeft.  The 
number  too  of  hearers  allowed  by  former  laws 
was   now  abridged  by  a  fpecial  claufe,  declaring, 

*  That  every  meeting  in  Scotland,  where  five  per- 

*  fdns  or  more  fliall  be  met  together  to  hear  di- 

*  vine  fervice,  over  and  befides  thofe  of  the 
^  houflioki,  or  if  it  be  in  a  place  not  inhabited, 

*  where  any  fuch  five  or  more  (hall  be  met,  and 

*  where  divine  fervice  (hall  be  performed  by  a 

*  Paftor  or  minifter  being,  or  profeffing  to  be,  of 
^  the  Epifcopal  communion,  every  fuch  meeting 

*  (hall  be  deemed  an  Epifcopal  meetmg  houfe  with- 
^  in  the  meaning  of  this  ad:/  And  to  (hut  the 
door  for  ever  againft  any  (hew  of  favour  to  the 
continuation  of  a  Scotti(h  Epifcopacy,  it  is  fur« 
ther  ena£bed,    *  That  from  and  after  the  faid  firft: 

*  of  September,  no  letters  of  orders  of  any  Epif- 

*  copal  minifter  in  Scotland  (hall  be  admitted  to 

*  be  regiftered,  but  fuch   as  have  been  given  by 

*  Come  Bi(hop  of  the  Church  of  England  or  o£ 
^  Ireland,  and  in  cafe  any  others  (hall  be  regifter- 

*  ed,  fuch  regi(iration  (hall  be  void :  Provided  that 
^  every  profecution,  for  any  oflFence  againft  this 
^  ad,  (hall  be  commenced  within  twelve  months 

*  after  fuch  oflfenfce:*  Thereby  keeping  us  longer 
at  the  mercy  of  enemies,  and  under  the  danger  of 
informations,  than  by  Queen  Anne's  law,  which 
had  limited  it  to  two  months. 

But  thefe  reftridions,  tho*  fufficiently  fevcre  and 

defigned  to  be  fo,    were  not  the  onlyhardihips 

which  at  this  time  were  laid  upon  our  poor  ob- 

Vol.  II,  4  P  noxio'og 
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USTTER  noxioas   charch.   Hitherto  oinr  laity^  of  whtrever 
IJK*    rank  or  chanfker,  high  or  low,  hsid  met  with  no 
legal  moleftation,  nor  been  fubje^ed  to  any  penal- 
ty on  account  of  their  religious  profeilion,  and  many 
confpicuous  names  of  emuimoe  and  repute  la  die 
(everal  departments  of  the  adminiftratioii,  aend  well 
enough  afieded  to  the  publick  go^FeniHieBt,  had 
attended  our  communion  without  inward  fcruple 
or  outward  ofience.     But  now   there  is  a  £iital 
check  put  upon  this  freedom,  and  the  hearers 
are  for  the  firft  time  reftrained,  as  well  as  the 
clergy  :    For  this  new  a&  &ud)er  bears,   ^  That 
if  afier  the  fa»l  ift  of  September  any  perfon  Ihall 
reibrt  to  or  frequent  aay  illegal  EpiUbopal  meet- 
ing houfe  of  the  above  di^elcription,  every  fperfen 
fo  ofiending,  who  (hall  Aot  within  £ye  dlays  ^rc 
information  of  fuch  ill^;al  meeth^  to  fome  pro- 
per magiftrate,  (hall,  upon  ccmviSaoo,  £or  the 
firft  offence,  forfeit  five  pounds  iWliiig,  one 
half  to  the  King  and  the  other  half  io  ibe  ia^Drm* 
er,  and  fufier  fix  months  imprife^nn^eatt  unlefe 
and  until  the  £ime  be  paid,  and  for  everv  fubfe- 
quent  offence, beinj?  coavid:ed  before  the juftida* 
ry  or  any  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  ihaU  ftifier  im- 
pnibnment  for  two  years,  irom  the  dais  of  ood- 
vi£lion«'    And  left  the  rkk  of  aitnftil  fine,  which 
might  perhaps  over-awe  the  vulgar,  fixmld  not 
operate  fufficiently  upon  people  of  fortune  and 
fomily,    it  is  particularly  ^ntfled  in  dieir  cafe, 
*  That  from  and  after  the  laid  ift  of  SepteneAer, 
^  No  Peer  of  Scotland  ihall  be  capable  of  bdng 
^  €le£ked  one  of  tbefisteeu  Peers  of  Bar&tmem, 
^  or  of  voting  at  fuch  eledion,  nor  fliaU  any  per- 
f  fon  be  capable  of  being  eleded,  or  of  voting  at 
^  any  eledion  of,  a  Member  of  P^rHament  for  any 

^  Haifc  or  burgh  in  Sootlaadt  or  of  a  JMagiftratr 

*  or 
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'  or  ConnCeltcHr  for  bargh*,  or  of  1  Deacon  of^si'^'U 
'  Grafts  within  btirghi,  or  of  a  CoUe£ior  or  Clerk    LIX. 

*  of  the  Und-tax  at  fuf^y,  who  flull  have,  at  any  ^^'"'^'^ 
'  time  within  one  year  preceding  fuch  ele^ion, 

*  been  twice  prcfent  at  divine  fervice  in  any  Epif- 
^  copal  meeting  in  Scotland  not  held  according  to 

*  law,  and  where  hi&  Majefty  and  the  royal  family 

*  hare  not  been  prayed  for  by  name:*  And  it  fliall 

*  be  competent  for  any  Peer,  and  ftn*  any  candi- 

*  date  or  member  at  the  other  elections,  to  make 

*  this  obje^on,  and  tb  prove  the  lame  by  a  wit- 
'  nefs  or  witnefies  upon  oath,  or  by  referring  it  to 

*  the  oath  ol  the  perfon  objeded  toj}  and  in  eale 

*  the  lame  fball  be  proved,  or  the  perfon  obje&ed 

*  to  fliall  admit  the  h6t  or  refufe  to  depoTe  concern- 

*  ing  it,  he  Ihall  be  rendered  incapable  o(  voting, 

*  or  of  being  chofen  at  any  fuch  eledioQ,  as  afore* 

*  faid :  But  fuch  admilTion  fhall  not  be  made  ufe 

*  of  againll  any  fuch  perfon,  upon  any  profecu- 

*  tion  for  any  penalty  infli^d  by  this  or  any  for- 

*  mer  ad.* 

Nur  was  even  this  all  the  parliamentary  precau- 
tion, that  was  judged  neceflary  for  the  public  fecu< 
rity  againft  the  fuppofcd  difafiedion  of  the  Epifco- 
pal  party.  For  in  May  1 748,  this  aS,  extenfive  ■ 
and.  provident  as  it  might  have  been  thought,  was 
reviied :  And  information  having  beta  laid  before 

*  tnAiBCei  hiTc  frnjaend^  occarred,  where  ■dTamige  bu 
ben  takes  oftlii*  diT^alifyiag  danCe,  to  the  prejudice  d^pcr- 
finupofleicd  oF  every  other  c^ualificaukw,  lai  who  had  giren 
every  other  teft  of  their  allejiuKe  which  the  bw  requirea.  M>7 
-it  Dot  be  humbly  hoped,  thai  the  wifHtaa  of  the  legiflamre  wiil 
•ow  fee  it  expedieat  to  remove  fuch  an  odioui  and  anoeceJlitry 
mark  oTdiftinAion,  which  can  aofwer  no  odter  cndi  than  merdr 
W  Icrvc  the  porpoTes  of  a  party,  wkhout  adding  uy  diiog  to  the 
Cetmtf  oi  jifinnmeot  i 

4  P  s  the 
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U'l^s^  the  Parliament,  that  a  fmall  number  of  the  Epifico- 
*-IX.   pal  clergy  in  Scotland  had  complied  with  the  terms 
of  the  aft  of  1 746,  an  amendment  was  propofed 
of  that  part  of  the  aft,  refpeding  what  letters  of 
orders  were  to  be  regiftered ;  and  m  order  to  dif- 
appoint  thefe  few  individuals,   it    was  carried, 
That  no  letters  of  orders,  not  granted  by  fome 
Biihop  of  the  Church  of  England  or  Ireland, 
{hall,  from  and  after  the  29th   of   September 
1748,  be  fufEcient  to  qualify  any  Paflor  or  Mi- 
niller  of  any  Epifcopal  meetmg  in  Scotland,  whe- 
ther   the  lame  were  regiftered  before  or  after 
the  I  ft  of  September  1 746,  and  that  every  fuch 
regiftration,  whether  made  before  or  iince,  fhall, 
from  and  after  the  faid  29th  of  September,  be  null 
and  void.'*     Neither  was  this  all  that  our  church 
fuffered  by  this  revi&l.     The  aft  of  1746  had  left 
our  clergy  the  liberty  of  four  hearers,  befides  the 

*  This  amending  claufe  pafled  in  the  Houie  of  Commons 
Vithout  any  great  Aruggle  :  But  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  it  met 
Vfixh  a  difH^rent  reception.  In  the  Committee,  it  vas  oppofed 
by  all  the  Bifhops  dnanimoufly, as  well  as  by fetreral  Lay-lords; 
.«od  on  the  queftion  being  put,  it  was  thl'own  out,  by  32  agaiolt 
28 :  But  upon  report,  a  new  debate  enfued,  and  00  a  divifion,itwas 
replaced,  by  37  again/l  32.  The  Bifiiopsy  who  (poke  moft  vi- 
goroufly  againfl  it,  were  Oxford,  London,  Lincoln,  and  Wor- 
cefter,  who  not  only  pointed  out  the  manifeft  injuftice  of  this  new 
explanation,  with  great  force  of  reafbning,  but  likewife  exprefled 
themlelves  not  thoroughly  pleafed  with  the  daule  in  its  otigtnal 
conflrudion,  as  bordering  too  near  upon  the  rights  of  ordination, 
.which,  they  faid,  was  a  matter  not  of  Parliamentary  but  ecdefr 
aflical  cognizance,  and  was  inherent  in  the  Epifcopal  chara^er, 
which  they  acknowledged  the  Noajuring  Biuops  in  Scotland 
were,tho'notleg^y,  yet  primitiTely,  clothed  with.  But  the  Chan- 
cellor Hardwick,  who,  if  not  an  enemy  to,  was  indifiereot  a- 
bout  Epifcops^y  of  any  kind,  being  fupported  too  by  all  the 
Scottifb  Peers,  except  the  Earl  of  Moiay,  had  intereft  enough 
to  form  a  majority  againft  the  Bifhops,  and  to  grtthedauie 
pafled  as  it  (lands.  « 

fiunily. 


OF    SCOTLAND.  669 

family,  in  any  houfe  where  they  might  perform  Lrrrsx 
divine  fervice,    whether  that  houfe  was  their  own    LIX. 
or  not.     But  there  was  a  ctaufe  in  another  aCt  at  ^or%a/ 
that  time,  which  was  now  improved  to  take  away 
this  indulgence,  fcanty  as  it  was. 

It  had  been  then  provided,    <  That  from  and  af- 

*  ter  the  ift  of  November  1746,  no  unqualified 

*  perfon  fhall  exercife  the  funftion  of  a  Chaplain 

*  in  any  family  in  Scotland,  under  the  penalty  of 

*  fix  months   imprifonment  for  the  firit  ofien'be, 

*  and  for  any  fubfequeAt  offence,  of  being  banilh- 
'  ed  out  of  Britain  for  feven  years  :  And  that  no 
'  perfon  within  Scotland  fliall  keep,  or  entertahl, 

*  any  unqualified  perfon  as  Chaplain  in  any  family, 

*  under  the  penalty  of  fix  months'  impnfonment 
'  for  the  firft,  and  two  years  for  the  fecond  or  any 

*  fubfequent  offence.'  And  now,  to  wreathe  theyoke 
of  this  provifion  on  the  necks  of  the  Epifcopal  clergy, 
it  is  enafted,  *  For  the  better  afcertaining  what  ffaall 

*  be  deemed  exercifmg  thefun£tion  of  a  chaplain, 

*  within  the  meaning  of  the  a&  19th  George  If. 
'  That  from  and  after  the   agth   of  September 

*  1748,  any  perfon  being,  or  pretending  to  be, 
'  in  holy  orders  of  any  denomination  whatfoever, 

*  other  than  the  Miniftcrs,   Elders  or  Preachers 

*  of  the  eftablifhed  Church  of  Scotland,  who  fhall 

*  preach  or  perform  any  divine  fervice  in  any  houfe 

*  or  family  of  which  he  is  not  the  mafter,  in  the 

*  prefence  or  hearing  of  any  other  perfon  or  per- 

*  fons,  whether   of  the  family  or  not,  fhall  be 

*  deemed  to  be  one  who   exercifes  the  fundion  of 

*  a  Chaplain  within  the  meaning  of  that  aS.'  So 
that  now  the  Epifcopal  clergy  were  ftriftly  con- 
fined to  their  own  dwellings,  and  could  not  in  fafe* 
ty  perform  any  part  of  their  minifterial  office, 
in  ever  fuch  a  piyrate  manner,  in  any  other  houfe, 

without 


670        ECCi^ESIASTICAL    HISTORY 

LfTTER  ^thout  expofing  botk  tfaemldves  aad  thdr  bearers 
LIX.    xq  the  mercy  of  this  zQLj  which  might  be  interpret- 
ed and  ftretched  at  picture. 

From  this  (hort  abilrad  of  the  new  penal  hm^ 
which  I  have  thus  brought  together  into  one  view, 
it  will  readily  appear  to  what  a  hampered  and  tick- 
liih  fituatipn,  the  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scotland  was 
now  reduced,  beyond  any  thing  that  ike  bad  e» 
'  perienced  in  any  period  fince  her  legal  coniUtu* 
tion  was  diflblved*    And  yet^  under  all  this  cons 
finement,  (he  (till  breathed,  tho*  for  Ibme  time  in 
a  very  weak  and  languiihing  condition.      Tbe 
clergy  went  about  their  duty  as  conficientioufiv 
/  and  cautiouflv  as  they  could }  and  tbo'  the  legi« 
.flative  part  ot  the  government  had,  in  the  beat  of 
provocation,  laid  the  rod  very  feverely  upon  ihca, 
which  (Iraitened  them  not  a  little  for  a  while,  yet, 
as  that  heat  gradually  cooled,  they  began  to  vea- 
'  ture  a  little  further  upon  the  lenity  of  the  execu* 
tive  part,  which,  it  muft  be  owned,  was  not  al- 
ways fo  rigorous  as  ibme  enemies  would  havt 
wimed. 

Under  all  Shefe  dangers  and  difficulties,  tbe 
Bi(hop9  took  particular  care  of  what  was  peculiar- 
ly entrufted  to  them,  the  ccmtinuance  of  the  £pif- 
copal  Succeifion,  without  which,'  they  knew  a 
xhurch  could  not  longfubiift,  tho'  the  hand  of 
oppreifion  were  not  bearing  it  down.*  Yet»  with 
• 

*  Old  Bifhop  Dnnhar  had  died  in  tht  bcginaing  €€  17469  tb 
the  great  loft  of  bis  dergyj  who  much  needed  the  tfliihiBrr  ind 
diredion  of  one  of  his  difBnguifhed  prudence  and  long  expe- 
rience, at  fucb  a  critical  jun^ure  :  And  next  year,  the  clergy  of 
the  diflrid  ele^ed  Mr  Andrew  Gerard,  one  <^tfae  Prefbyters  of 
Aberdeen,  who»  npon  that  eie^iioo,  was  confeeimted,  on  tbe 
17th  of  Jaly  17479  at  Capar  in  Fife,  by  Biihops  ¥FUie»  Fat* 
cooar»  Rait,  and  Alexander :  And  oa  the  ift  of  Noyeftibcr 

^  all 
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aO  dor  care  and  attention,  the  ^foefiil  effedsofLrrm 
tbe  Ute  penal  laws  began  by  degrees  to  be  £elu  lH* 
Many  of  the  older  clergy  were  called  off  by  death,  ^ 
and  luch  yom^  men  as  bad  been  preparing  them- 
ft^ves  fcM*  the  fenrice  of  the  church,  being  frightedat 
tbe  diTcooTagHig  profpe£te  before  them,  or  wrought 
upon  by  thetimoroui  caution  of  their  friends,  turn* 
ed  their  thoughts  another  way,  and  either  went 
^road,  or  retired' to  fome  feeular  bulinels  at  home. 
The  gentry  too  of  our  communion,  who,  by  birdi 
or  fortune,  were  entitled  to  be  uleful  and  make  a 
figure  in  the  ftate,  finding  their  legal  privileges 
ftnick  at  by  the  difqualifying  ad  of  1746,  ftood 
aloof  in  mtatj  jiica  from  oor  worship,  and  not 
inclining,  or  not  having  fuAcient  convi^tm  of 
its  ^ritual  authority,  to  join  tbe  efUbliftnKnt,  ap* 
peared  in  no  place  of  worlmp  wfaattrer,  which*  ii  is 
thought  by  many,  faat  contributed  not  a  little  to 
that  fptrit  of  irreligion,  and  difregard  for  facred 
tbingi,  BOW  fo  much  and  lb  juftly  complained  of. 

Befides  all  this,  die  preference  given,  by  that 
aft  of  1 746,  to  Engiifli  or  Irifli  orders,  for  enjoy- 
ing the  benefit  of  Queen  Anne's  Ttrferation,  wfuch 
had  been  defigned  for  the  Epifcopal  ordinarioM 
in  Scotland,  brought  in  a  fhadow  of  a  (bragn 
Eptfcc^Mcy,  which  had  not  'been  ranch  heard  of 
before,  among  us.  It  is  true,  in  fbme  ofosr 
principal  ieapoit  towns,  there  had  been  now  and 
then  one  or  two  £nglUh-ordained  ctergymeo, 
even  Gnoe  the  time  oi  Queen  Anne.  But  now. 
Caking  the  advantage  of  the  difBcultiei  which  out 
<^uidi,  -nniier  tJie  imidtous  title  of  Noojuring', 

1759,  Mr  Henry  Edgcr,  Prrfbytcr  at  ATbronth,  -was  eonle* 
crated  at  ilicikiM  [dace,  and  by  tbe  Suae  pcrfocs,  n  Co-adjd> 

had 
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LETTER  had  to  grapple  with,  and  laying  hold  on  the  men* 
LDL  tion  of  Engliih  or  Irifh  Biihops  in  the  late  ad» 
numbers  of  young  ftudents  of  various  profef- 
fions  went  up  to  England,  upon  fome  fort  of 
vzwixt  recommendations,  and  returning  with  le- 
gaUy  allowed  orders  from  one  or  other  of  the 
Siihops  there,  fet  up  here,  not  only  in  towns,  but 
even  in  fome  places  of  the  country  where  there 
was  a  vacancy,  and  fomeumes  where  there  was 
none. 

Indeed,  tho'  fome  of  the  Englifh  Bifhops  (for 
they  have  not  been  all  of  one  mind  in  this  point) 
have  condefcended  to  humour  fuch  recommenda- 
tions, which,  upon  their  general  principles,  is 
iiot  a  little  furprifmg ;  yet  none  of  them  hare 
hitherto  chofen  to  ad  any  part  of  their  Epifcopal 
office,  either  purpofely  or  occafionally,  within  the 
precinds  of  what  was  once  reckoned  their  Sifter- 
Church  of  Scotland.  But  there  have  been, 
among  the  Iriih  Prelates,  one  or  two  who  were  not 
fo  fcrupulous.  In  1760,  the  great  traveller,  Dr 
Pocock,  Bifliop  of  Oflbry,  being  on  a  tour  thro'  • 
Scotland  in  queft  of  curiofities,  was  prevailed  with 
to  adminifter  the  facred  rite  of  Confirmation  in 
Ibme  of  thefe  new  congregations  in  the  north : 
And  about  ten  years  after,  a  Dr.  Traill,  Bifliop  of 
Down  and  Connor,  was  pleafed  to  ordain  a  Prieit 
in  Scotland,  and  that  too  in  a  place  where  there 
was  a  Scottifli  Biihop  refiding  at  the  time,  who  for 
more  than  thirty  years  had  held  the  paftoial  charge 
of  that  very  congregation,  to  which  thofe  few  who 
^ad  encouraged  this  Irifli  performance  had  belone- 
ed.  How  regular,  or  confonant  to  ecclefiafhc 
order,  in  any  aera  of  the  church,  ancient  or  mo- 
ilem,  fuch  proceedings  are,  belongs  properly  to 
the  cafuift  or  controvertift  to  enquire  into.     As  an 

hiftorian 
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blftorian,  I  only  relate  fads,  and  as  h£h  I  leave  t.ETr£ir 
tfaem,    with  this  obfervation,   which  experience    LIX. 
will  juftify  the  application  of,  that  as  no  vice  is  WnJ 
more  dangerous  than  that  which  deceitfully  puts 
on  the    maft^ue  of  virtue,  fo  ihefe  ftrange  intru- 
fions,  under  the  Mr  and  friendly  fhew  at  firft  of 
brotherly  affiftance,  have,  in  end,  conduced  more, 
than  any  avowed  enmity  would  have  done,  to  de- 
prefs  that  EpifcopalSuccellion  in  Scotland,  which, 
bating  the   miftaken    article  of  political  fcruple, 
the  Englilh  Bifhops  do  acknowledge  to  be  other-    ' 
wife  orthodox  and  valid. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  I  fhall  beg  leave, 
by  way  of  recreation,  after  the  dsrk  and  gtoomy 
fcene  we  have  been  Contemplating,  to  amufe  you 
a  little  with  the  view  of  a  literary  novelty,  which 
began  fometime  before  this,  and  continued  a  good 
while  after,  to  make  a  fUr  among  the  clergy  of 
England  firft,  and  by  degrees  came  next  to  be 
talked  of  in  Scotland.  In  1748  there  was  publifh- 
ed,  an  elegant  and  corre^  edition,  ill  twelve 
volumes  oftavo,  of  *'  The  Philofophical  and  Theo- 
*'  logical  Works  of  the  late  truly  learned  John 
"  Hutchinfon,  Efquire,"  by  Julius  Bate,  Reftor 
of  Sutton  in  Suffex,  and  Robert  Spearman,  a 
gentleman  late  of  Corpus  Chrifti  College  in  Ox- 
ford. This  laborious  writer  was  a  layman  of 
Yorkflure,  and  being  (rf  a  ftudious  turn, 
afTided  by  proper  education,  had  improved  the 
opportunities  which  his  flation  in  life,  of  having 
the  fuperintendency  of  fundry  coal  and  tin  mines, 
gave  him,  to  nuke  many  valuable  difcovertes  in 
lliePhilofophy  of  Nature,  which  he  afterwards  ap- 
plied to  theological  difquifitions,  and  thereby,  had 
the  pleafure  to  find  an  exa€t  conformity  between 
thefe  two  great  conftituents  of  human  knowledge. 
Vol.  IL  4  Q_  Sonwf 
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Some  of  thefe  difcoveries  he  had  fent  abroad  in 
detached  pieces,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1724; 
and  among  the  firft  abettors  of  them  here,  was  our 
worthy  countryman  Duncan  Forbes  of  Culloden, 
afterwards  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Court  of  Seffion, 
who  (ludied  them  with  great  attention,  and  not 
only  honoured  them  with  his  approbation,  but 
even  took  time,  from  the  hurry  of  fecular  employ- 
ment, to  write  fome  curious  and  elaborate  differta- 
tions  to  illuflrate  the  author's  defign  :  In  one  of 
which  he  expreffes  his  furprife,  '  That  tho*  regard 
to  revelation  were  out  of  the  queftion,  curiofity 
did  not  prevail  with  men  of  leifure  and  learning 
to  look  into  books  that  are  ftored  with  fo  much 
entertainment  in  that  way  :*  And  in  a  **  Letter 
'  to  a  Bijhof^^  written  long  after  their  firft  ap* 
pearance,  he  fays,  ^  I  cannot  help  thinking  it 
fome  reproach  to  the  curiofity,  as  well  as  to  the 
religious  zeal  of  the  clergy,  that  fentiraents,  fo 
new  and  furprifing  in  matters  of  religion,  fhould 
have  been  ftalking  about  for  fo  many  years  with- 
out any  examination,  approbation,  or  confiita- 
tion/  Such  was  this  great  man's  opinion  of 
hefe  writings,  and  there  was  at  firft  fome  plaufible 
Ihewof  reafonfor  the  negled  of  them  which  he  com- 
plains of.  The  plan  was  entirely  new,  and  out  of 
the  common  line,  no  lefs  indeed  than  to  find  iVj- 
tural  Philofophy  in  the  Bible,  where  hitherto  it 
had  been  thought  no  fuch  thing  was  to  be  met 
with,  or  ever  intended.  And  upon  that  popular 
hypothefis,  contrived  to  account  for  and  excufe  the 
palpable  contradictions  between  the  current  lan- 
guage of  fcripture,  and  the  now  received  and  ap- 
plauded fyftem  of  philofophy,  it  had  been  objeft- 
cd,  by  the  numerous  tribes  of  fireethinkers,  '  That 
*  if  the  pen- men  of  the  Bible  were  miftaken  in 

*  oaturai 
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'  natural  things,  they  might  be  fa  in  fptritual ;  or,  letter, 

*  if  the  God  of  nature  had  infpired  them  in  the    LIS. 

*  one,  he  would  have  done  fo  in  the  other  too.*  v-*'v^_ 
This  triumphant  attack  upon  the  infallibility  of  the 
fcriptures,  put  our  bold  undertaker   upon  fearch- 

ing  them  in  a  different  manner  from  what  had  hi- 
therto been  attempted,  and  induced  him  to  try, 
whether  the  true  and  genuine  fenfe  of  the  original 
Hebrew,  when  fairly  conftrued,  without  regard 
to  any  hypothefls  ancient  or  modern,  would  not 
alfo  be  the  true  philofophy,  and  fland  the  tell  of 
every  experiment  and  obfervation  truly  made. 

His  editors  tell  us,  that  the  event  anfwered  his 
expe^tlons ;  and   he  found,  upon  examination, 

*  That  the  Hebrew  fcriptures  no  where  afcribe  mo- 

*  tion  to  the  body  of  the  fun,  nor  fixednefs  to  the 

*  earth :  That  they  defcribe  the  created  fylbem  to 

*  be  a  Plenum  without  any  Vacuum  at  all,  and  re- 

*  je£t  the  afliftance  of  gravitation,  attra£lion,  or 
'  any  fuch  occult   qualities  for  performing  the 

*  ftated  operations  of  nature,  which  are  carried  on 

*  by  the  mechanifmot  the  heavens,  in  their  three- 

*  fold  condition  of  Ftre,  Light,  and  Spirit^  or 
'  Air,  the  material  agents  fet  to  work  at  the  be- 

*  ginning:   That  the  heavens,   thus  framed  by 

*  Almighty  wifdom,  are  an  infUtuted  emblem  and 

*  vifible  fubftitute  of  Jeljovab  Alsim^  the  Eternal 

*  Three,  the  co-equal  and  co-adorable  Trinity  in 

*  unity  :  That  the  unity  of  fubftance  in  the  hea- 

*  vens  points  out  the  unity  of  effence,  and  the  dif- 

*  tinftion  of  conditions  the  perfonality  in  deity, 

*  without  confounding  the  perfon&  or  dividing  the 

*  fubltance :    And  that,  from  their  being  made 

*  emblems,  they  are  called  in  Hebrew  ^hemiite, 
*■  the   names,    reprefentatives,-  or  fubflitutes,  ex- 

*  prelTmg  by  their  aames  that  they  are  emblema^ 

4  0^2  *  a^ii 
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i4«TTER  *  and  by  their  conditions  or  offices,  irhat  it  is  they 
LIX,   *  are  emblems  of.* 

He  likewife  found  that  the  Hebrew  fcriptures 
had  fome  capital  words  which,  bethought,  had 
not  been  duly  confidered  and  underftood,  and  which 
he  has  proved,  or  endeavoured  to  prove,  contain, 
in  their  radical  meaning,  the  greateft  and  moft 
comfortable  truths.  Thus  the  word  EloAinty  which 
we  call  God,  he  reads  Aleimj  and  refers  it  to  the 
oath  or  conditional  execration,  by  which  the  eter« 
nal  cov^iant  of  grace  among  theperfons  in  Jeb^ 
vah  was  and  is  confirmed.  The  word  Berith^ 
which  our  tranflation  renders  Cevenant^  and  upon 
which  is  built  the  favourite  do£brioe  of  mutual  co« 

_  * 

venants  between  God  and  man,  between  Creator 
and  creature,  yea,  as  matters  now  ftand,  between 
King  and  rebel,  he  conftrues  to  (ignify,  *  He  or 

•  that  which  purifies,*  fo  the  Purifycr  or  purifica- 
tion fot,  not  with,  man:  The  Cberubimj  which 
have  been  made  *  angels,  placed  aa  a  guard  to 
^  frighten  Adam  from  breakin|[  inio  Eden  again,* 
he  explains  to  be  an  hieroglyphic  of  divine  con« 
flrudion,  or  a  facred  image  to  defcribe,  as  far  as 
figures  could  go,  the  Akim  and  man  taken  in,  or 
Hutnaniiy  united  to  Deity :  And  fo  he  treats  of 
feveral  other  words  of  fimilar,  tho'  not  quite  fo 
folemn,  import.  From  all  which  he  dr^w  this 
conclufion,  ^  That  all  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of 
^  the  Jewifli  difpenfation  wcrefo  many  delineation^ 
^  of  Chrifl,  in  what  he  was  to  Be^  to  Do^  and  to 

•  Suffer^  and  that  the  earlv  Jews  knew  them  to  be 
^  types  of  his  adions  ana  fufferings,  and  by  per* 
^  forming  them  as  fuch,  were  in  fo  far  chriftians, 

•  both  in  fiaith  and  prpftice,* 
Thefe  are  fome  of  the  principal  outlines  of  this 

author's  do^rines,  which,  being  atfirft  thrown 

out 
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cut  in  fcattered  pamphlets,  were  not,  as  Prefu  Lrrm 
dent  Forbes  obferves,  much  ukta  notice  of  eojS  lAX. 
way  or  other ;  but  being  now  collected  together, 
and  given  out  to  the  public  in  one  view,  becaaie 
in  a  ihort  time  the  fubjeft  of  much  difpute  and 
of  various  entertainment,  according  to  the  various 
tafles  of  thofe  who  looked  into  them.  And  tho^ 
none  of  the  Engliih  Bifhops  gave  them  open  en- 
couragement, for  what  rekfon  is  not  known,  yet, 
as  they  pafTed  no  cenfure  or  prohibition  upon  them, 
many  eminent  divines  of  that  church  patronized 
them,  and  employed  their  pens  either  in  proper  ex-> 
plications  and  confident  enlargements  of  them, 
or  in  vindicating  them  from  the  attacks  of  fuch  as, 
not  daring  to  quarrel  with  the  defign  in  general, 
thought  it  enough  to  fliew  their  diflike,  by  criti- 
cizing upon  fome  particulars  in  the  execution. 

In  this  condition,   thefe  abftrufe  writings    by 
degrees  found  their  way  into  Scotland,  and  met 
with  the  fame  variety  of  reception.     Some  chofe 
to  adhere  to  the  current  notions,  under  pretence  of 
veneration  for  the  primitive  fathers,  whom,  they 
fuppofed,  thefe  new  difcoveries  feemed  to  contra* 
di£t.     While  others,  of  equal  acquaintance  with 
and  regard  £or  antiquity,  iaw  w>  fuch  danger ;  but 
having    impartially  examine  Mr   Hutchinfon^a 
works,  as  far  as  their  time  and  talents  enabled 
them,  were  happy  to  think  that  they  had  there* 
by  acquired  nu>re  excellent  ideas  of  chriilianity, 
and  could  more  fuccefs^Uy  combat  the  Arian, 
Socinian,  and  deiftical  oppofers  of  it,  by  his  ufe  of 
the  Scripture- Artillery,   than  by  all  the  dry  meta^ 
phyfical  jargon  of    the  Schools,      And  without 
pretending  to  decide  in  fuch  a   divifion  of  fend-' 
ment,  it  may  be  pronounced  a  ftrange  thing,  thai 
a  ferious  re^ft  to,  and  diligent  ftudy  of,  the  lan« 

guagc 


unTER 
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Stage  in  which  Jebavab  was  pleafed  to  reveal 
mfelf  firft  to  man,  ihould  be  ddpifed  and  fcoffed 
at  by  thofe  who  ought  to  know  better^  and  that 
too  in  an  age,  in  which  there  are  fo  many  hoftile 
troops  of  dangerous  errors  fet  in  battle-array  a* 
gainil  the  faring  truths  and  gracious  promifes  de« 
tivered  to  us,  in  that  language* 

I  am,  &c» 


LETTER       LX. 


Acceffion  of  George  Uh—^^ClemeTicy  of  bis  Reign 
Effects  of  it  in  Scotland-— ^Application  from 
the  Clergy  of  Connefticut--— C^»/^rrtf //(?«  ofHu 
Seabury  by  the  Scotch  BiJhops-'—^RefleSlions  on 
that  Eveni^'^-'^Synodical  Meeting  and  Refolution 
if  the  Scotch  Bifhops        Conclufton. 


FROM  the  fliort  digreffion  in  the  conclullon  of 
my  laft  letter,  I  fliall  now  return  once  for  all 
to  the  aftdrs  of  the  Scotch  £pifcopal   Church, 

and 
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and  fhall  foonbe  able  to  finifh  what  rsnmns  any  l^'"'£* 
way  worthy  of  notice  concerning  them.  For,  ^^* 
from  the  ftate  of  depreflion  into  which  this  church  ^-^'^'"^ 
funk  after  the  convulfions  of  1 746,  down  to  the 
prefent  time,  there  occurs  little  material,  either  in 
her  outward  appearance,  or  internal  traniadions, 
farther  than  what  is  neceffary  to  the  very  being  of 
a  church,  and  common  in  every  defcription  of 
one.  The  difcouragements  under  which  fhe  now 
laboured,  by  the  great  ones  abandoning  lier  com- 
munion, aad  the  youth,  whom  {he  had  bred,  with- 
drawing their  allidance,  feemed  to  threaten  her 
with  a  total  and  fpeedy  annihilation.  And  tho* 
from  that  fiie  was  providentially  prefervcd,  yet  the 
failure  of  thefe  inward  fupports,  making  way  for 
extraneous  encroachments,  did  actually  throw  her 
into  a  kind  of  gradual  and  wafting  cooTumption. 

This  malady  was  increafed  for  fome  years,  by  a 
repetition  now  and  then  of  fome  little  uroke  irom 
the  old  hoftile  quarter,  which  tho'  not  to  be  called 
perfecution,  ferved  to  keep  her  down  under  the 
weight  which  the  new  laws  had  laid  upon  her. 
There  were  fome  few  imprilbnments  here  and  there 
for  3  iirft:  offence  i  and  one  of  our  clergy,  Mr  . 
John  Connachar,  in  1755,  was  banithed  out  of 
Scotland  by  the  Judiciary  Court  at  Inverary,  not 
in  terms  of  any  of  the  late  a£ts,  but  upon  an  an- 
tiquated Scotch  Marriage-Ad,  which  was  purpofe- 
ly  produced,  and,  as  was  loudly  complained  of  at 
the  time,  even  wrefted  to  operate  againft  him. 
Thefe  profecuiions  were  not  indeed  general,  and 
feemed  to  be  rather  the  efFefts  of  private  pique^ 
for  particular  views,  than  of  any  Ibrmed  defigtt 
among  thofe  who  were  vefted  with  public  autho 
lity  :  But  coming  out  under  the  colour  of  law, 
and  in  fuch  gloomy  tim^s,  they  had  the  intended 
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UTTER  efieft  of  adding  to  the  damp  with  \i^hich  the  face 
LX.  of  our  church  had  beeil  already  overfpread,  and 
diftrefled  our  clergy,  as  being  all  in  the  fame  pre- 
dicament)  with  a  perpetual  uncertainty  whofe  turn 
it  might  be  next.  And  this  lowring  cloud  con^ 
dnued  to  hang  over  them  during  all  the  remainder 
<tf  that  reign,  which  would  appear  not  to  have 
quite  forgot  or  forgiven  the  high  infult  offered  to 
the  middle  of  it  at  home,  and  the  proyoking  in<« 
terruption  thereby  made  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  h^ 
vourite  war  which  it  was  then  engaged  in  abroad. 

On  the  death  of  George  IL  in  Odober  1760, 
Iiis  grandfoH'by  his  fon  Frederick,  who  died  Prince 
of  Wales  in  175 1,  mounted  the  throne  ;  and  has, 
by  the  clemency  of  his  difpofition,  and  mildnefs 
of  his  government  hitherto,  fhewn  htmfelf  the 
true  fon  of  a  father,  who  in  domeftic  life,  which 
was  the  only  fphere  he  was  allowed  to  flidne  in, 
was  as  humane  and  amiable  a  chara&er  as  evef 
England  had  feen  pofTeffing  that  princely  tide* 
Soon  after  his  accef&on,  this  ypung  l^ince  con- 
cluded a  peace  with  his  two  brother  Kings  of 
France  and  Spain,  with  whom  his  grandfather  had 
left  him  at  war  :  And'  fhewed  lucewife  by  thd 
choice  of  his  miniftry  and  other  arrangements  ih 
the  ftate,  how  much  he  wifhed  to  banifh  all  nation^ 
al  prejudices,  and  to  root  out,  by  a£b  of  gener> 
fity,  that  difaffe£Hon  to  his  family,  whidi  hnd 
been  fuppofed  peculiar  to  Scotland.*  -  Eneoumged 
by  thefe  early  fymptoms  oE  {^calnlity  tbwMb 
national  enemies,  and  of^an  equal  and  impartial 
regard  towards  all  his  fubjeds,  our  dhufch  by  de- 
grees revived  a  little  from  her  former  depreflfed  afnA 
declining  ftate,  and  our  clergy  thought  they  now 
iawthe  agreeable  profped  of  bett^  times,  under  a 
TOvernment  which,  had  begun  in  fo  pronufing  e 
way* 

With 
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With  thefe  thoughts,  therefore,  and  in  hopes  of  lettbr 
being  winked  at  by  fuch  a  mild  eye,  they  advea-     L^* 
tared  to  have  feparate  houfes  of  worfliip  erefted 
again,  in  fome  fnxall  towns  and  country  places, 
in  as  eafy  a  manner,  and  with   as  little  noife  as 
poifible.     Since   the  general    deftruQion  of  the 
meeting-houfes  in  1 746,  they  had  convened  their 
flocks  for  divine  fervice,  as  quietly  as  they  could, 
in  and  about  their  own  private  dwellings  ;  where» 
under  all  the  difficulties  that  fuch  confined  meet* 
tngs  were    daily  expofed  to,  both  from  within 
and  from  without,  they  had  the  fatisfadion,  in 
alleviation    of    their    many     other  anxieties,  to 
find  their  people^s  patience   and  fledfaftnefs,  in 
the  trying  courfe  of  lixteen  or  eighteen  years,  fuch 
as  would  have  been  no  difparagement  to  the  cha« 
ra£ter  of  primitive  times ;  and  fuch  too  as  their 
very  enemies  admired,  and  even  praifed  them  for. 
But  many  of  the  old  race  going  oflfthe  (tage,  and 
a  new  generation  gradually  riling  up,  who  had 
felt  little  of  the  pafl:  fhock,  it  was  hoped  there 
would  be  no  danger  now  to  make  a  calm  attempt,, 
where  it  could  be  done,  for  further  accommodation 
in  their  attendance  upon  religious  duties,  and  un« 
der  tlie  prote&ion  d  Heaven^  to.  truft  to  the  leni* 
ty  of  an  adminillratioii,  which  feemed  to  fee  no^ 
neceility  £3r  the  coiuinuancc  of  former  iieverities.. 
There    were   ibme    young  men  too,   beginning 
to  appear   now  for  the  minifterial  office^  where 
their  labours  might  be  called  for,^  which  was  an- 
other incitement  to  the  propofed  ere&ion,  and  was. 
likewife^a  lucky  circumftance  for  recovering  the 
church  out  of  that  &tal  decay,,  under  which  fh^ 
had  fo  long  been  languiOiingi. 

In  this  favourable  appcsarance  of  returning  fere«^ 
Bity,  it  was  thought  proper  to  revife  our  .Com- 
munion  Office,  and  bring  it,  now  that  there  wai 
VpLIfc  4  BL  u^ 
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i-ETTER  no  contention  or  diflPerence  about  it,  to  as  exaft  a 
LX.  conformity  with  the  ancient  (landards  of  euchari- 
flic  fervice  as  it  could  bean  This  revifal  was  un- 
dertaken in  1765,  by  two  of  our  Biihops,  who 
were  well  verfed  in  thefe  matters,  and  by  fome 
few  alterations  of  expreilion,  and  a  judicious  ar- 

'  rangement  of  the  feveral  parts,  efpedally  by  rc- 
ftoring  the  Invocation  to  its  original  pofition  after 
the  Oblation,  inftead  of  {landing,  as  it  had  done, 
before  the  words  of  inftitution,  have  put  the  whole 
of  that  folemn  office  into  fuch  a  form,  as  will  be 
acknowledged  by  every  one  who  is  in  the  leail 
converfant  in  antiquity,  to  be  mod  agreeable  to 
the  nature  and  defign  of  that  divine  inftitution  itfelf, 
and  at  the  fame  time  bed  adapted  botS  to  fence 
againil  the  novel  dodrine  of  tranfubftantiation, 
and  to  filencc  any  idle  clamours  which  ignorance 

•or  prejudice  had  raifed,  or  might  raiie,  about  our 
inclining  to  Popery. 

All  this  time,  the  main  point  of  ecclefiaftic  con- 
flitution  was  watchfully  looked  to,  and  the  Epif- 

•  copal  order  kept  up  as  occafion  ferved,  or  neceflity 
required^     The  decreafe  of  clergy  in  fome  of  the 

-  old  diftridls,  and  fome  other  difagreeable  drcum- 
ftances,  which  now  and  then  occurred,    created 

*  vacancies  in  thofe  places  where  either  a  Biihop 
was  not  fought,  or  could  not  for  fome  time  be  had : 
And  fuch  •  vacancies,  when  happening,  were  fup- 
plied  with  Epifcopal  offices,  as  they  were  applied 
for,  according  to  the  provifion  made  before*band 
for  any  emergency  of  that  kind,  by  the  7th  of  the 
Canons  enabled  in  17439  which  were  now  received 
as  the  ftanding  code  of  Church  Difdpline,  fuited  to 
our  particular  fituation.  But  where  no  incidental 
hindrance  or  canonical  objection  intervened,  every 
vacant  diflri^  was  provided  with  an  Ordinary,  as 

fpcedily 
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Ipeedil/  and  regularly  as  the  circumftances  of  the  letter 
cafe  would  admit.  ^  .     '  LX. 

In  the  year  1784,  when  our  church  had  indeed  ■-*'V>^ 
a  lefs  number  of  Bilhops  than  ufual,  but  ilill  fuch 
as  was  fufhcient  for  the  time  to  anfwer  the  great 
end  of  the  oiEce,  an  uoexpeded  atfair  of  a  quito 
foreign  nature  was  providentially  thrown  in  her 
way,  which  contributed  to  raife  her  in  fome  mea- 
fureoutof  that  obfcurity  into  which  a  run  of  dif- 
trefs  bad  plunged  her,  and  procured  her  a  parti* 

*  Thus,  00  the  death  of  Bifliop  Gerard  of  Aberdeen  i^i 
Oi^lober  i7&7t  the  clergy  of  that  diltrtA  met  next  year,  and 
clewed  Mi  Robert  Kilgour,  Prelbyter  at  Peterhead,  who  wat 
confecrated  on  the  iift  of  September,  at  Cupar  in  Vile,  by 
Bilhop  FalcoDar  now  Primut,  Bilhop  Rail,  and  DiJhop  Alexr 
uider.  In  1774,  Mr  Charles  Rofe,  Prefbyier  at  Down,  wai 
coafecrated  Bilhop  of  Dunblain,  on  the  I4ih  of  AuguK,  at 
Porfar,  by  BJfbops  Falconar,  Rail,  and  Forbes,  the  lad  of 
whom  had  been  confecrated  at  Forfar,  on  ihe  14tK  of  June 
1761,  by  Bi (hops  Falconar,  Alexander,  and  Gerard,  and  ap- 
pointed Bilhop  of  Rofs  and  Caithoefs.  On  the  ayih  of  June 
1776,  Mr  Arthur  Pettic,  Preftyter  at  Folia  in  the  Dioccfc  of 
Aberdeen,  was  conferrated  Bilhop  Co-ad]utor  of  Moray,  at 
Dundee,  by  Btfhop*  Falconar,  Rait,  Kilgour,  and  Rofe  ;  and 
next  year,  on  the  death  of  Bilhop  Forlxi',  wai  appointed  Bilhop 
of  Rofi  and  Caithaefs,  and  foon  after  had  the  fole  charge  vf 
Moray  religaed  to  hint  by  Bilhm  Falconar,  who  wa^  then  cleft' 
cd  to  Ediuburgh,  where  he  had  long  refided,  and  died  in  ■  784. 
In  1777  Bilhop  Rait  died,  on  which  the  clergy  ofBrcchta 
chofe  Mr  George  Innes,  Prefbyter  in  Aberdeen,  who  wa»  con- 
fecrated  at  Alloa,  Augud  13,  177S,  by  Bilhopi  Falconart 
Rofe,  and  Petrie,  hut  died  in  1781,  and  the  dillrid  continu^ 
fome  yeart  vacant.  On  the  ijth  of  September  17BZ,  Mr 
JohnSkinocr,  oneof  the  Prelhyters  of  Aberdeen,  being  preW- 
oully  elefted  by  the  clergy  for  that  parpofe,  was  coakcntttd 
Bilhop  Coidjutorofthatdiftriift,  at  Lmhermuir  in  the  Dioi^cfe 
of  Brechin,  by  Bilhops  Kilgour,  Rofe,  and  P«rie ;  and  la 
1786,  on  Bilhop  Kilgour's  refignaiion,  with  coafent  of  the 
other  Bilhops,  and  acceptance  of  the  clergy,  fuccecded  to  the 
whole  charge,  in  inms  of  the  9th  Synodical  Canon  of  1 743- 

4  R  3  cular 
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LBTTRR  cular  degree  of  refpcft  and  notice,  from  a  qnar^ 
LX.  ter  where  (he  had  not  been  favoured  with  much 
of  either  for  fome  time  before*  The  American 
vrzTj  which,  from  inward  and  artfully  fomented 
jnurmurings,  had  at  lad  broke  out  into  open  re- 
Volt,  and  had  been  carried  on  for  fome  years  with 
Various  fuccefs  between  Britain  alone,  and  her  re- 
bellious colonies,  fupported  by  France,  Spain,  and 
Holland,  had,  in  fpring  1)^83,  terminated  in  a 
peace,  by  which  Britain  gave  up  her  fovereignty 
over  thefe  colonies,  and  fully  acknowledged  and 
ratified  the  independence  which  they  had  already 
aiTumed  to  themfelves,  under  the  new  title  of 
**  The  Thirteen  United  States  of  America/'  This 
conceffion  of  neceflary  policy,  diflblved  the  efta- 
bliflied  connexion  which  had  hitherto  fubfiftcd 
between  the  Epifcopal  people  in  America  and  the 
Bifhop  of  London,  who  had  always  been,  by  ap- 
pointment and  praOice,  the  proper  Ordinary  of 
the  Epifcopal  Church  there,  but  could  no  longer 
now  be  fubmitted  to  by  them  in  that  charafter. 
And  as  the  United  States  had  found  it  for  rheir 
intereft  to  grant  an  univerfal  liberty  of  confcience 
to  all  profeflions,  without  preference  to  any  by 
way  of  eftablifhment,  the  Epifcopal  clergy,  thus 
left  to  themfelves,  and  deftitute  of  any  Superior, 
began  to  look  about  how  to  get  this  fundamental 
defe£t  removed,  and  have  their  now  orphan 
church  duly  organized,  in  fuch  a  form  as  they 
believed  eflential  to  her  being,  and  might  find 
confident  with  the  civil  conftitution  of  their  new 
government. 

In  this  important  undertaking,  the  clergy  in 
the  province  of  Connefticut,  who  had  long  been 
a  numerous  body,  took  the  lead :  .And  having, 
after  mature  deliberation^  pitched  upon  Dr  Samuel 

Scabury, 
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Seabury,  one  of  thti  miffionaries  ftoia  the  Society  Lirreft 
for  Propagating  Ghriftian  Knowledge,  as  a  ciergyj    LX. 
man,  in  their  utianimoiu  ^  judgment)   every  way  ^^i^Y%^ 
qualified  for  tbe  EjHfcopal  toDction,  and  who  had 
been  one  of  the  fuffering  loyalifti  4uiing  the  late 
war,    they   feat  him  over   to  their  old  mothei^ 
church  of  England,  \vith  proper  dtteftations  of  hii 
charader  and  qualificatioiiE,  and  earneftly  fuppE- 
cating  the  Prelates  of  that  flourithing  church  to    ' 
take  pity  upon  their  defolate  (late,  and  give  thctit 
a  Btfhop  in  the  perfon  of  this  worthy  brother,  to 
be  a  fpiritual  father  to  them  for  governing  them 
in  the  mean  time,  and  for  the  great  work  of  con- 
tinuing a  regulai*  miniftry  to  pofterity  in  time  to 
-come.     Upon  the  Dolor's  arrival  in  England,  ' 
and  prefenting  his  credentials,  the  Englilh  Prelates 
received  him  very  gracioully,  but  required  tine  to 
conTider  in  what  way  the  objeft  of  his  journey  might 
be  befl  accomplifhed.    The  bufinefs  was  n^w,  and  . 
out  of  the  ufual  line  of  their  procedure  hitherto,  in 
the  performance  of  this  diftinguiftiing  part  of  their 
high  office.  They  faw  theexpediency  of  the  meafnrc 
propofed,  but  wiflied  to  have  fome  preliminaries 
adjulled,  and  brought  as   near  ds  poffible  to  th^ 
own  ftated  forms,  without  which,  they  were  at  a 
lo{s  how  to  z€t  confidently  with  that  regard  which 
they  owed  to  the  Handing  pra&ice  of  their  chutch, 
and  the  &i\(k  conne£tion  fubfifting  in  England  be- 
tween the  civil  and  ecclefiafUcal  conftitution. 

In  this  ftate  of  fufpence,  which  neceflarily  lafted 
many  months,  the  candidate  began  to  weary  d  fo 
long  a  delay,  and  fuch  a  continued  uncertainty,  as 
the  former  was  not  convenient  for  his  own  fituation, 
nor  the  latter  fuitable  to  the  expeftations  of  his 
employers :  Therefore,  having  known  before,  that 
there  was  a  raatiaued  fucc^oa  of  BiOiops  in 
Scoclandi 
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usTTER  Scotland,  and  finding,*  where  he  then  was,  no^ 
L^*  obje£tion  to  the  validity  of  their  Epifcopal  powers^ 
whatever  there  nucht  be  to  the  propriety  of  their 
political  fcruples,  he  contrived  to  have  it  enquired 
at  fecond  hand,  what  profpeft  there  might  be  of 
fpeedy  fuccefs  in  an  application  to  that  quarter, 
if.  fuch  application  (hould  be  formsdly  made. 
When  this  was  intimated,  in  fuch  a  general  man- 
ner, to  the  Scotch  Bifliops,  they  knew  not  well  at 
firft  what  to  think  of  it,  as  being  entirely  unac- 
quainted with  the  chara£ker  of  the  perfon  propo- 
fed,  and  not  certain  whether  there  might  not  be 
fome  danger  in  their  giving  any  countenance  to 
fuch  an  unexpeded  application.  But  when  the 
propofal  was  more  pointedly  and  preilingly  repeat- 
ed, and  aiTurance  given  them,  by  authori^  which 
they  could  rely  on,  that  Dr.  Seabury  was  a  clergy- 
man of  unblemifhed  reputation  and  eminent  parts, 
with  a  full  reprefentation  at  the  fame  time  how 
matters  flood  concerning  him  in  England,  they  at 
lad  agreed  to  comply  with  the  application,  and 
contribute  what  was  in  their  power,  towards  ad- 
vancing the  good  work  fo  urgently  recommended 
to  their  afliftance.  Upon  the  welcome  notifica- 
tion of  this  confent,  j3n  Seabury  came  to  Scot- 
land, and,  on  the  14th  of  November  1784,  being 
.  Sundav,  was  publicly  confecrated  at  Aberdeen, 
by  Bifnop  Kilgour,  now  FrinuUj  Biihop  Petri^ 
and  Biihop  Skinner, 

This  charitable  ad  of  fpiritual  fundion,  by 
which  the  Epifcopal  Church  of  Scotland  has  the 
honour  of  firfl;  introducing  a  refident  Proteftant 
Epifcopacy  into  America,  was  variouily  talked  of 
when  it  came  to  be  generally  known.  Son.e  gave 
it  their  countenance  in  terms  of  the  highelt  ap- 
probation.   Others  there  were,  who,    tno'  they 

could 
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Could  not  openly  and  with  2ny  fliew  of  principle  i^^ra 
condemn  it,  yet  affeded  to  treat  it  with  contempt  ^^• 
and  ridicule,  both  in  private  converfalion,  and  in  ^^'^^'^ 
fome  of  the  periodical  papers.  But  whatever  fini- 
Jlrous  interpretations  may  be  put  upon  our  Bifhops' 
taking  fuch  a  pan  in  this  buflaefi,  they  are  fully 
fatisfiedofthejjurity  and  uprightnefs  of  their  own 
intentions ;  and  while  they  look  back  with  plea* 
-fure  to  the  pious  and  grateful  fentiments  of  which 
the  clergy  of  Connedicut,  on  receiving  their  new 
Bifhop,  gave  public  and  unanimous  tellimony, 
they  will  relt  themfelves  on  the  well-ground^ 
hope  of  the  accomplilhment  of  that  afie£Honate 
-  wifh,  which  thefe  clergy  expreffed,  in  the  over- 
flowing of  their  hearts  upon  that  occaflon,  '*  That 
■  *'  wherever  the  American  Epifcopal  Church  fhall 
*'  be  mentioned  in  the  world,  this  alTo,  that  the 
"  Bifhops  of  Scotland  have  done  for  her,  may  be 
"  fpoken  of  for  a  memorial  of  them."f 

t  In  the  year  17S6,  anotlKr  body  of  Epifcopal  dcrgj,  in 
fome  of  the  Soaihern  Sutei  ofihe  American  Union,  made  a 
ftmilar  application  to  the  Englifh  Bilhops,  upon  being  iDfonned 
that  the  alledged  obSaclei  io  Di.  Seabury'i  cafe  had  been  pW' 
pofcly  and  legally  removed :  And  it  wai  aooounccd  in  the  pu- 
blic papers,  ihaton  the  4th  of  Febiuiry  1787,  Drs  White  and 
Prevoft,  the  former  elc^ed  for  Philadelphia,  the  latter  for  New 
York,  were  both  confccrated  at  Lambeth,  by  the  ArchbUhop  of 
Canterbury,  aiTifled  by  the  Atchbilhop  of  York,  and  the  Bifhops 
of  Bath  and  Wdli,  and  Peterborough.  This  year  too  n»e 
three  new  Bilh<n«  to  the  Epifcuoal  College  in  Scotland  :  For 
on  the  7ihof  March  1787,  Mr  Andrew  MacfiHane,  Prelbyter 
ii)  Inrcmefs,  wu  confecraied  at  Peterhead,  as  Co  adjotor  to 
Bifhop  Petrie,  by  Bilhop  Kilgonr,  Primiu,  Bilbopa  Pctne  and 
iSkinner  ;  and  foon  after,  on  the  death  of  BiAiop  Peirie,  was 
eleaed  and  collated  to  the  charge  of  the  diftriAs  of  Kofi  aod 
Moray.  And,  in  conlequeace  of  an  ele^ion  by  the  clergy  of 
Brechin,  Dr.  Abcrnethy  Drummond,  one  of  the  Preftyteti  of 
Edinburgh,  and  Mi  John  Strachan,  Prefhyicr  in  Dundee,  were 
b^'th  conficrated  at  Peterhead,  00  the  25tli  of  September  1787, 
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tBTTER  I  have  only  now  to  tak6  notice  of  an  affair^ 
LX.  which  has  very  lately  happened,  and  will»  no 
doubt,  be  found,  in  its  confequences,  to  be  of 
conQderable  importance  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Scot$ 
Epifcopal  Church.  On  the  24th  ot  April  1788, 
the  Proteftant  Bifliops  in  Scotland  having  met  at 
Aberdeen,  to  take  into  their  ferious  confideration 
the  (late  of  the  church  under  their  infpedion,  did> 
upon  mature  deliberation  with  their  clergy,  un- 
animoufly  agree  to  comply  with,  and  fubmit  to, 
the  prdent  government  of  this  kingdom,  as  veiled 
in  the  perfon  of  His  Majefty  King  George  the 
Third.  They  alfo  refolved  to  teftify  this  compii- 
once,  by  uniformly  praying  for  him  by  name  in 
their  public  worihip,  in  hopes  of  removing  all  fuf- 
picion  of  difaffe£tion,  and  of  obtaining  relief  from 
thofe  penal  laws,  under  which  this  church  has  fa 
long  fufiered.  This  refolution  was  duly  intimated 
to  the  clei:gy  and  laity  of  their  communion,  ai 
proceeding  from  principles  purely  ecclefiafticai, 
and  to  which  the  Bifhops  are  moved  by  the  jufteft 
and  moft  fatisfying  reafons,  in  difcharge  of  that 
high  truft  dtvclved  upon  them  in  their  Epilcopal 
chara£ker,  and  to  promote,  as  far  as  they  can,  the 
peace  and  profperity  of  that  portion  of  the  chrilUaa 
church  committed  to  their  charge. 

For  obtaining  of  this  defireable  end,  as  their 
intimation,  publifhed  on  this  occafion,  bears,  they 
•  THEREFORE  appoint  their  clergy  to  make 
^  public  notification  to  their  refpeftive  congrega- 
^  tions,  upon  the  eighteenth  day  of  May  next, 

fty  Bifhops  Kilgour,  Skinner,  tnd  Macfarlaoe,  the  fomer  at 
Bilhop  of  Brechin,  the  latter  as  his  Co-adjotor.  Since  that 
time,  Biftiop  Abernethy  being  defied  for  Ediobofgh,  has  been 
appointed  to  that  diflriA,  and  haTing  refigned  the  charge  of 
Brechin,  is  fucceeded  in  it  by  Bifbop  l^chMU 

*  that 
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*  thit  upoa  ths  following  Lord's  day,  noimnal  lbtt**  - 

*  prayers  for  the  King  are  to  be  aiilhoriarively  in-     ^** 

*  troduced,  and  afterwards  to   continus,  in   the  ^"^^'"^  . 

*  religious  alTemblies  of  this  £plfcopal  Church : 

*  And  they  beg  leave   to  recommend,  as  to  their 

*  clergy,  whole  obedience  they  cxpeA,  16  iikewiCe  - 

*  to  all  good  chriftian  people  under  their  Epifcopol ' 

*  care,  and  do  earneltly  intreat  and  exhort  thein,- 

*  in  the  bowels  of  jefus  Chrifl,  that  they  will  att 

*  cordially  receive  this  determination  of  their  fpi* 
'  ritual  Fathers.     If  any  of  them  wifh  for  farther 

*  infornution  on  this  i\it^eGty  the  Bithops  hereby 
'  dired  them  to  ;^ly  to  their  refpefklve  Faftors  ^ 

*  and  conclude  this    addreft  with   their   hearty 

*  prayers  to,  and  fted^  dependence  upon,  ihsir ' 

*  gradouB  HEAD    and    MASl'ER   in  Heaven, 

*  that  he  would  be  pkaled  to  blefs,  faadtify,  and ' 

*  profper,  the  pious  rerolutioni  and  eadeavoms  af^ 

*  his  ierranls  upon  earth,  l.a  the  advaficemcnt  a(. 

*  hii  glory,  the  ediftcatLon  o£  bis  church,  and  the 
'  quiet  and  wel&reof  the  ftaie  in  all  godlincTs  aod^ 

*  honelly.*  .  By  this  wife  and  falutary  meaGue,  aa; 
end  is  put  to  thofe  unhappy  diviffons,  which  bare: 
Ico^diltradcdthis  kingdcni ;  and  many  thoafandS' 
of  our  coimtrymen,  who  hare  hiiherio  been  full 
peSted  of  diliiffeftion  to  tbe  prafent  goveriimenV 
will  now  be  coniidered  as  loyal  and  obadieoc  tub-- 

Thus  I  have  brought  tbe  Hillory  of  ou«  Cliurck 
(to  ^eak  with  tbe  poef,  *  fier  -oarioi  ca/u$,  ftr- 

*  tot  SfiTtptwa  rtrwny  or  more  in  pcant  with  the 
apollle,  *  through  good  report  and  bad  report') 
down  to  the  preient  time  ^  and  fhall  npv  take  leave 
of  a  fubjefl,  in  my  nuaageinent  of  which,  after 
all  the  labour  and  pains  it  haa  cofl  me,  I  anh 
abundantly  feolible  many  defers  will  be  found;i 

Vol.  It.  4  S  Some 
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tiTTER  Some  there  will  be,  I  hope  indeed  a  great  many, 
LX.  ^jiQ  y^]\  complain  that  I  have  not  done  the  fubjed: 
^juftice.  To  this  charge,  where  kindly  intended 
and  candidly  made,  I  fliall  mod  readily  plead 
guilty  i  and  (hall  only  offer  the  trite  apology  of 
having  done  the  beft  I  could,  with  my  hearty 
wiih,  that  fome  abler  hand  would  undertake  it, 
and  do  better.  There  will  be  others  of  the  oppo« 
fite  fentiment ;  that  the  fubjed,  efpecially  in  the 
latter  part  of  it,  was  not  worth  the  pains  that  even 
I  have  been  able  to  beftow  upon  it.  To  that  clafs 
of  critics,  I  never  doubted  but  our  church,  in  her 
prefent  low  condidon,  would  appear  an  objed  of 
contempt,  as  in  her  higher  ftate  of  outward  fplen« 
dor  (he  had  been  of  envy  and  ill-will.  But  let 
fuch  remember,  that  the  whole  Chriftian  Church 
was  once  in  the  fame  predicament ;  fet  at  nought 
by  the  rich  and  opulent,  by  the  applauded  philofo* 
pher  and  fafliionable  politician,  ridiculed  for  her 
principles,  and  defpifed  for  her  numbers.  Not 
that  I  would  be  (lating  an  exad  parallel  in  every 
particular,  efpecially  in  the  invidious  article  of 
perfecution,  between  our  fituation  and  that  of  thefe 
early  times.  I  would  only  obferve^  that  to  im- 
partial reflexion,  if  fuch  would  apply  itfelf  to  our 
cafe,  it  may  rather  be  matter  of  wonder  than 
offence  that,  under  fuch  repeated  depreifions,  and 
deftitute  of  all  worldly  fupport,  our  church  (bould 
have  been  preferved  thro'  the  long  cour(e  of  a 
whole  century,  even  tho'  reduced  to  chat  low  con* 
dition,  in  wnich  the  infuldng  eye  of  profperity 
may  allow  itfelf  to  triumph  over  her. 

tVbatever  ercund  there  might  have  been  for  the 
popular  cry  or  ^  Difaffedion  and  improper  Hopes,'* 
againft  the  eje£led  Epifcopal  clergy,  who,  as  men 
cf  natural  paiiicns,  and  once  in  legal  poflefBcm  of 

com- 
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comfortable  livings,  could  not  be  thought  all  at  i-ETrBft.' 
once  to  lofe  fight  of  their  former  fituation,  or  con-    LI.. 
traft  much  affeflion  for  the  immediate  authors  of  -         ' 
their  lodes  and  dlfappointments,  there  can  be:  na 
good  reafon  for  keeping  up  thefe  two  inflaming 
articles   offufpicion  againfl  their  fuccefibrg,  who 
certainly  can  have  no  other  objeQ:  in  view,  than 
the  interella  of  *  that  kingdom  which  is   not  of 

*  this  world,'  no  higher  ambiticm  than  to  da  their 
duty  as  meffengers  of  the  PRINCE  of  PEACE. 
And  as  the  principles,  by  which  they  are  aftuatcd, 
are  thus  harmleb  and  inoffensive,  they  have  no 
doubt  but  their  pradices,  if  inquired  into,  will 
fliew  them  not  altogether  unworthy  of  the  cle. 
mency  which  they  have  for  fome  time  e:q>erienced( 
Far  from  being  guilty  of  any  a^al  infringement 
of  the  laws  of  their  country,  their  only  fault  faaa 
confifled  in  ooutting  to  qualify  themfelves  in  ths 
precife  manner  which  the  law  prefcribes.  That 
omiflion  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  avoid,  but  .by 
declining  or  throwing  up  that  facred  ofQce,  which 
a  (Vrong  fenfe  of  duty  prompted  them  to  uodertake. 
They  are  now  happy  to  think,  that  a  favourable 
period  has  concurred  with  their  mod  anxious 
wiQies,  for  obtaining  that  relief  which  their  fitua- 
tion has  fo  long  and  loudly  called  for.  The  preju- 
dices which  gave  occafion  to  the  penal  laws  are 
now  no  more.  A  religious  diflenting  from  the 
eftablifhment  is  not  confidered  as  inconnflent  with 
the  fafety  of  government:  And  thofe  of  the  EpiT- 
copal  perfuafion  in  Scotland  may,  without  any 
hazard,  be  allowed  to  paruke  of  that  freedom, 
which  is  extended  throughout  the  kingdom  to  fect» 
of  every   denomination.     Though  they  wilh  for 

*  Liberty,*  it  is  not  that  they  may  *  uTe  it  for  a 

*  doke  of  malicioulhelt,*  bur  that,  *  a&  the  Ser- 

4  S  z  vantft 
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*  Tints  of  God/  ibej  nay  pcrferm^  wirhout  mo« 
LX«  leftadon^  tfaofe  dudei  which,  they  are  convinced, 
'  are  eflimtial  to  their  faappinefr,  both  in  this  world, 
and  in  the  next.  And  when  they  coafider,  with 
what  becoming  seal  the  Britifli  kgiflacure  haa 
lately  given  force  to  the  fnoas  oideavoiirs  of  the 
Englilh  Bifliops,  for  pbmtinff  Epifct^cy  in  fo« 
rdgn  countries,  they  cannot  but  hopcy  that  their 
own  Epifcopacy  may  yet  be  &ved  from  ruin,  and 
that  BriUm  will  not  be  refufed  a  fliare  of  that  gnu 
cious  provifioa  which  has  been  extended  to  Aliens. 
In  this  hope,  they  humbly  commit  themTelves, 
and  all  their  concerns,  to  the  care  of  his  over-mU 
ing  Providence^  who  has  the  hearts  of  Kings  in 
bis  hands :  Devoutly  praying,  that  HE  may  ftitl 
guide  his  church  in  the  paths  of  righteoimieis, 
and  direft  his  protection  to  her,  through  whatever 
channel  of  benignity  be  pkafes,  that,  under  that 
bleffed  protection,  they  may  lead  quiet  and  peaces 
able  livesiy  ^  with  conlciences  void  of  ofience  to« 
^  ward  God  and  toward  men/ 

I  now  beg  your  iavouraUe  acceptance  of  tbefe 
tay.  endeavours  to  comply  vrith  your  reqoefts,  and 
rcmaiBy 

})IL\r^  I,  i788» 
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That  the  Reader  may  have  a  dear  and  diftmft 
View  of  the  Epifcopal  Succeffioil  in  Scotland; 
fittce  the  RevoFattoir,  a$  far  as  the  prefent 
Bifhops  are  ctmcerned,  it  k  rfioaght  proper  tt* 
fubjcffn  the  fbllcfwrng  Lift  of  ConfecraQonj, 
with  the  true  Dates  and-CoitfecTatorB  Names,  zi 
extraded  front  their  Bcclefiafttcal  Regifter. 


Jan.  25,"\/|R.  JOHN  SAGE,  formerly  one 
1705.  J,Vx  of  theminifters  ofGIafgow,  and 
Mr  John  Fallarton,'fbrrMr!y  minifter  ca  Paifley, 
were  confecrated  at  Edinburgh,  by  John  Paterfon, 
ArchbiOiop  of  Glafgow,  Alexander  Rofe,  biOiop 
of  Edinburgh,  and  Robert  Douglas,  biflicp  of 
Dunblane. —  N.  B,  Archbifliop  Paterlbn, 
bifhop  Rofe,  and  bifliop  Douglas,  vith  the  other 
Scots  Bifhops,  were  deprived  at  the  Revolution  by 
the  civil  power,  becaufe  Efifcopacy  had  been  vob- 
ed  an  infupporta^le  grievance  by  the  Scots  Con- 
vention. Bijhof  Sagt  ditd  in  June  1711,  and 
fit/hop  fullarien  in  May  1727, 
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jUtrntD.  April  28,  1709^ — yir  John  Falonzr^ 
let  at  Cairabee,  2nd  Mr  Hauj  ChrrfKr, 
at  Kinrolf,  were  coniecrated  at  Dsmdecy  faf  bi&cp 
Rofe  of  Edinburgh^  bifliop  Douglas  of  DaabUne, 
and  bifliop  Sage.  Btfibof  Cbrjftit  Sid  im  iji^, 
and  Bi/bcf  Falconar  in  1723* 

Aug.  259  1 7 1 1  • — ^llie  HonouraUe  Archibald 
Campbell  was  coniecrated  at  Dundee,  hj  biihop 
Rofe  of  Edinburgh,  bifliop  Douglas  of  Dunblane^ 
and  bifliop  Falconar.     He  died  June  16,  1744* 

Feb.  24,  1 71 2. — ^Mr  James  Gadderar,  former- 
]y  minifter  at  Kilmaurs,  was  confecrated  at  Lon- 
don, by  bifliop  Hickes,*  bifliop  Fakooar,  and- 
bifliop  CampbelL     He  died  in  February  1733. 

Oct.  22,  1718.—- Mr  Arthur  Miliar,  tormerlj 
minifter  at  Invereflc,  and  Mr  William  Inrine,  for- 
merly minifter  at  Kirkmichael  in  Carrick,  were 
confecrated  at  Edinburgh,  by  bifliop  Rofe  of  Edin- 
burgh, bifliop  Fullarton,  and  bifliop  Falconar. 
Bijhop  Irvine  died  November  9,  1725,  and  Bijbop 
Millar^  06lober  9,  1727. 

After  bifliop  Rofe  of  Edinburgh's  death,  which 
happened  March  20,  1720,— Oct.  17,  1722,  Mr 
Andrew  Cant,  formerly  one  of  the  minifter&  of 
Edinburgh,  and  Mr  David  Freebaim,  formetly 
minifter  at  Dunning,  were  confecrated  at  Edin- 

•  Dr.  George  Hickes,  formerly  Dean  of  Worccfter,  was 
confecrated  in  the   Bifhop  of  Peterborough's    Chapel,  in  the 

Eirifh  of  Enfield,  February  S3,  1693,  by  Dr  William  Lloydt 
ifhop  of  Norwich,  Dr  Francis  Turner,  Biihop  of  Ely,  and 
Dr  I'homas  White,  Bifhop  of  Peterborough.  N.  B.  Dr 
Xiloyd,  Dr  Turner,  and  Dr  White,  were  three  of  the  Engliih 
Bilhupf  who  were  deprived  at  the  Revolution,  by  the  ci?il 
power,  for  not  fwearing  allegiance  to  WtUiam  III.  They  were 
ttlfo  three  of  the  feven  Bifbops  who  had  been  fent  to  the  Tower 
by  James  11.  for  refufing  to  order  an  illegal  prodamacion  to  be 
read  in  their  diocefes. 

buigh. 
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burgh,  by  bifliop  Fullarton,  bifhop  Millar,  and  AppESft: 
biftiop  Irvine.  Bi/hop  Cant  died  in  i/iS*  a«i  n^vW 
Sifljop  Freebairn  in  December  1739. 

June  4,  1727.— Dr  Thomas  Rattray  of  Craig- 
hall  was  confecrated  at  Edinburgh,  by  bifhop 
Gadderar,  bilhop  Millar,  and  bimop  Cant.  H» 
died  May  I3,  1743. 

June  18,  1717.— Mr  William  Dunbar,  for- 
merly mioifter  at  Cruden,  and  Mr  Robert  Keith, 
prefbyter  in  Edinburgh,  were  confecrated  at  Edin- 
burgh, by  bilhop  Gadderar,  bilhop  Millar,  anil 
biihop  Rattray.  Bijbop  Dtmbar  died  in  1746,  and 
Bijhop  Keilb  in  1 756.  N.  B.  They  whovere 
deprived  of  their  parilhes  in  confequence  of  the 
Revolution  are  in  this  Ud  called  Minillers  :  But 
they  who  had  not  been  parilh  minillers  under  the 
civil  ellabliJhoient,  are  called  Prelbyters. 

June  24,  1735.— Mr  Robert  White,  prelbyter 
'at  Cupar  in  Fife,  was  confecrated  at  Carfebuik,' 
near  Forfar,  by  bifhop  Ranray,  bilhop  Dunbar, 
and  bifhop  Keith.     Be  died  in  1761. 

Sept.  10,  1741.— Mr  William  Falconar,  prrf^ 
byter  at  Forres,  was  confecrated  at  Alloa,  by 
bilhop  Rattray,  biihop  Keith,  and  biOiOp  White. 
He  died  in  1784. 

Oct.  4,  1742.— Mr  Jame«  Rait,  prefbyter  at 
Dundee,  was  confeciated  at  Edinburgh,  by  bilhop 
Rattray,  bifhop  Keith,  and  bifhop  White.  Ht 
died  in  1777. 

Aug.  19,  1743. — Mr  John  Alexander,  preC- 
byter  at  Alloa,  was  confecrated  at  Edinburgh,  by 
bilhop  Keith,  Primus^  bilhop  White,  bilhop  Fal- 
conar, and  bifhop  Rait.     He  died  in  1776. 

iV.  B.     Ancienrly,  no  Bifhop   in  Scotland  had 

the  flyle  of  Arcbbifhop,  but  one  of  them  had  a 

precedency,  under  the  title  of  Frimm  S^stia  Epif^ 

fopiu. 
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ArPEND.  coj>us.  And  after  the  Revolution,  they  returned 
to  the  old  form,  one  of  them  being  ele&c^  Primus^ 
with  power  oPcpnvocating  and  prefiding,  accord* 
iog  to  their  Canons  of  1743* 

July  17,  1747. — Mr  Andrew  Gerard,  pref- 
byter  in  Aberdeen,  was  confiscrated  at  Cupar  in 
Plfe,  by  bifhop  White,  (having  commiflion  from 
hiihop  Keith,  the  Primus j  for  that  eflfed)  biihop 
Falconar,  bifhop  Rait,  and  bifliop  Alexander. 
He  died  in  OSlober  1767. 

June  24,  1762.-^— Mr  Robert  Forbes,  prefbyter 
inLeith,  was  confecrated  at  Forfar,  by  bifhop  Fal- 
conar, Primus^  bifhop  Alexsoukr  and  bifhop  Ger- 
ard.    He  died  in  %yy6.  "^ 

Sept.  21,  1768. — Mr  Robert  Kilgour,  prefby- 
ter  in  Peterhead,  was  confecrated  at  Cupar  in  Fife, 
by  bifhop  Falconar,  Primus^  bifh(x>  Rait,  and 
bifhop  Alexander,  and  appointed  Bifhop  of  Aber- 
deen, in  room  of  the  late  bifhop  Gerard. 

N.  B.  Though  the  diflrids,  into  which  the 
Scottifh  Bifhops  have  divided  their  Church,  are 
not  exadly  according  to  the  limits  of  the  Diocefes 
tinder  the  legal  cflablifhment,  yet  they  ftill  retain 
their  old  names,  and  every  Diocefan  Bifhop  has 
his  diftinft  charge. 

Aug.  24,  1774.-— Mr  Charles  Roie,  prefcvter 
at  Down,  was  confecrated  at  Forfar,  by  bifnop 
Falconar,  Primus,  bifhop  Rait,  and  bifhop  For* 
bes,  and  appointed  Bifhop  of  Dunblane,  in  room 
of  bifhop  Alexander. 

June  27,  1776. — Mr  Arthur  Petrie,  preibyter 
at  Micklefolla,  was  confecrated  at  Dundee,  by 
bifhop  Falconar,  Primus,  bifhop  Rait,  bifhop 
Kilgour,  and  bifliop  Rofe,  aifd  appointed  Co-ad- 
jutor  to  bifhop  Falconar,  whom  he  afterwards  fuc- 
ceeded  as  Bifhop  of  Moray.  He  diedJfrilig,  1 787* 

Sept. 
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Sept.  25,  1782. — ^Mr  John  Skinner,  pre(byter  append. 
in  Aberdeen,  was  confecrated  in  the  Chapel  at 
Luthermuir,  by  bifhop  Kilgour,  Primus^  biihop 
Rofe,  and  bifhop  Petrie,  and  appointed  Co-adju- 
or  to  bifhop  Kilgour,  jon  whofe  ref^gixation  he 
fucceeded  to  the  charge  of  the  Diocefe  of  Aber- 
deen,  in  Odober  1786, 

March  7,  1787. — Mr  i^drew  Macfariane, 
prefbyter  in  Invernefs,  was  confecrated  at  Peter-- 
head,  by  bifhop  Kilgour^  Primtis^  bifhop  Petrie, 
and  bifhop  Skinner,  2£d  appointed  Co-adjutor  to 
bifhop  Petrie, ^Vlboitf  he  fucceeded  Ipon  ^fier  as 
bifhop  of  R^Gj.  ^nd  Moray. 

Sept.  26,  i/Sr.- S>r/' "William  Al?emcthy 
Drummond,  one  of  the  prefbyiers  of  Edinburgh, 
and  Mr  John  Strachan,  prefby tpr  in  Dundee,  we^e 
confecrated  at  Peterhead,  by  biihop  Kilgour,  Prim 
mus^  biihop  Skinner^  and  bifhop  Macfarlane,  the 
former  being  appointed  Bifhop  of  Brechin,  and 
the  latter  his  Co-adjutor ;  That  Diocefe  having 
been  vacant  fmce  bifhop  Innes  died  in  1781,  whole 
confecration  is  not  pentioned  in  this  lift,  as  he  had 
no  hand  in  carrying  jpn  the  Sucpeffion.  For  the 
fame  reafon,  feveral  other  confecrations  are  omitt» 
ed.  N.  jB.  Bifhop  Abernethy  being,  fmce  his 
promotion^  eletted  for  Edinb.urgh,  is  jaow  jap- 
pointed  to  that  diflrift,  and  having  rcfigncd  the 
charge  of  Brechin,  is  fucceeded  in  it  by  bifhop 
fitrachan :  So  that  the  tpifcopal  College  in  Scot^ 
land  confifls  atprefentof  the  following  members; 

Mr  ROBERT  KILGOUR,  Primus. 

Mr  Charles  Rose,  Bifhop  of  2}:^;j^^rff^. 

Mr  JoHM  Skinner,  BiAiop  of  y^^r^f/i. 

Mc  Andrew  Macfarlane,  V)&xo^  oi  Rofs  znd  Moray* 

Dr  Abernethy  Drummond,  Bifhop  of  jC<5fl^«rjiJ, 

JNJr  John  Strachan^  Bifhop  oi Brechin, 
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for  «  Buf^'  read  "  But." 

leave  001  "  bou" 

for  "  ft  te"  read  **  date** 

put  a  comma  between  **  Alciat  and  Bbodrala.^ 

leaTc  oat  **  of/'        '  •* 

read  "been A&trei*''-   ,. 

fot  <•  p  ny"  Head  m  partf*^    -^*  ^ 

for  "thronf'  read  f*thrcir.**         *  ^ 

leave  pti  ^""Old JaA^^LDi^  .«w  frtarrab* 

ieaVe  •ut  *  SteidaD^'  on  the  Jbarpn. 

leave  out  *•  *.'* 

for  ^^either  joined"  read  **  either  not  jiiiiied.** 

on  the  margio,  for  «  158"  read  **  15^'* 

for  **  rerun"  read  ••  return." 

for  *<  On  this  day"  read  "  On  this/' 

for  "  i6ia"  read  ■•  i^2t." 

for  "  formerly*'  read  <«  femaUyJ 

for  «  fof "  read  «  from."     . 

for  •«  aw"  read  «  law." 

for  «  This"  read  "  Thus.'*  ' 

for  *•  As"  read  «  Au'^ 


99 


V.  B.    In  the  Dedication,  Vol.  t.  I.  7.   p.  a|  for  ^  ▼eiEiiret'^  read! 

«  VeneriL" 
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